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INTRODUCTION 


Sorting Some Of The Wrights Of Southern Virginia is a multipart project. Each 
part will discuss a separate Wright family, beginning with the oldest known ancestor of 


that line. This work 1779 John Wright Of Prince Edward County, His Wife Anne (Pryor) 
Wright, And His Descendants is Part VI of the project. 


The material is organized in four sections. The first is the text, the second is the 
descendants charts, the third is the sources, and the fourth is a set of appendices. 


The text provides full transcriptions of all documents and sources found for the 
individuals discussed, as well as explanations of the significance of documents and the 
evidentiary logic for conclusions that are not obvious on their face. Five generations of 
descendants are discussed. Every researcher has faced the frustration of an asserted 
identification without a source reference or explanation of the conclusion or with a 
source reference which when consulted turns out to say something different than what 
was claimed. By providing full transcriptions of sources, | hope to allow the reader to 
reach their own conclusions regarding the identifications given and avoid the need to 
search out the source, even though this adds considerably to the length of the text. 
When secondary sources are relied on, the person providing the information is listed. 


The descendants charts are organized with the oldest ancestor in the first 
column and each descendant from that ancestor in the remaining columns, to the 
extent known. The basic data of date and place of birth, marriage, residence, and 
death are given for each individual. The sources for that information are also given for 
each individual, using code numbers to the source list. | have limited the descendants 
chart to eight generations to reduce the public disclosure of information about living 
persons. | will be happy to share the information on later generations with interested 
researchers. 


The source list provides first a chronological listing of sources as they were 
found and second a listing by geographic area and type of source, such as birth records 
or death records. The chronological listing evolved from my early years in research and 
mistaken efforts at coding the source. By the time | realized the inappropriateness of 
the coding format, there was too much information in a pre-computer era to correct the 
early references. The reader is left with the result and my apology. 


The appendices list all of the Known Wright documents for a particular type of 
record for a county in chronological order and include an identification of the Wright 
named in the record. These appendices are being published separately by Heritage 
Books, Inc., and to date have included Wright birth, marriage, personal property tax, 
census, deed, land tax, death, cemetery, and probate records for Bedford, Franklin, 
Campbell, and Prince Edward Counties, Virginia, and the City of Lynchburg, Virginia. 
Other counties will follow in the future. The appendices allow a cross referencing of the 
known records to the person discussed. This is to avoid having the same record cited 
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for two different persons who happened to have the same name and to provide a list of 
documents that have not been associated with any person and which might be 
inconsistent with asserted identifications. 


The numerous Wrights found in the same geographic areas necessitated an 
identification system to keep their identities separated. The system selected early on 
was to list a person by their year of death and county of residence at death, when 
known. For example, "1779 John Wright of Prince Edward County" indicates that this 
was the John Wright who died in 1779 in Prince Edward County. If no state is listed 
after the county, the state is Virginia; counties in states other than Virginia have a state 
listed after the county, as in "1876 William S. Wright of Highland County, Ohio." A 
parenthetical after the name indicates an identification of the person when a place of 
death is not yet known, as in "John Wright (Goochland County Carpenter)." A county in 
parentheses after the name indicates the county with which that person was most 
identified when no evidence of the place of death has yet been found, as in "Robert 
Wright, Sr., (Campbell County)." 


No work of this size is done without help. My friend Diane Smith has typed and 
revised over 75,000 pages of documents, text, and descendants charts, often from 
barely readable copies and nearly indecipherable handwriting. Together we have gone 
through almost every iteration of word processing program and media, including IBM, 
Wang, and Word Perfect, magnetic cards, 672” floppies, 372” floppies, and DOS. The 
evolution of technologies that are incompatible or no longer accessible supports my 
faith in the printed word. 


Numerous other researchers have shared their records and research, often 
providing the breakthrough which permitted the identification of a person. | have 
attempted to recognize their contributions by identifying those contributions in the text 
and source list. The quotations from published works are made with the permission of 
the author and | would like to express my appreciation especially to Flem Gordon, 
William C. Wooldridge, and Gretchen Elizabeth (Staples) Kroll, whose works are quoted 
at length. 


And my wife has patiently accepted the piling up of boxes of documents, 
notebooks filled with documents, text, descendants charts, and appendices and a work 
table piled with work to be done. 


Thank you to all for your help and patience and | hope the reader finds that this 
work justifies the effort. 
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This is a work in process and | would be most interested in receiving additional 
information about any of the persons identified in these records in order to correct any 
errors or expand on the information given. 


Robert N. Grant 

15 Campo Bello Court 

Menlo Park, CA 94025 
RNGrant@grantandgordon.com 
July 4, 2006 
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Harriet "Hattie" (Wright) Flanegan, Her Husband 
Joel Sansing Flanegan, And Her Descendants 


James H. Wright 
Mary J. Wright 


Thomas Wright 


Nancy Belle (Wright) McJunkin, Her Husband Samuel 
Sumter McJunkin, And Her Descendants 


Vi. 


Martha Elizabeth McJunkin 
Samuel Pinckney McJunkin 
William Thomas McJunkin 


Eliza Ann P. (McJunkin) Burriss And Her Husband 
James L. Burriss 


Harriet Catherine (McJunkin) Mills And Her Husband 
David F. Mills 


Nancy Jane (McJunkin) Cleveland And Her Husband 
Cromwell L. Cleveland 


John McJunkin And His Wife Pauline (Perteet) McJunkin 


Francis Harvey McJunkin 


Morgan Henry McJunkin 


Mary Glen (McJunkin) Dowis And Her Husband John W. 


Dowis 


Xviil 


806 


80/7 


807 


808 
808 
809 


809 


809 
812 
813 


814 


815 


816 


816 
817 
818 


819 


820 


3. 
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XI. 


e. Martha (Wright) McJunkin And Her Husband William Henry 


Joseph Buchanan McJunkin And His Wife Lucy 
(Neville) McJunkin 


Harrison McJunkin 


f. Catherine (Wright) Cleveland, Her Husband James Monroe 


Cleveland, And Her Descendants 


XI. 


Sultania Cleveland 
Benjamin Franklin Cleveland 
Cromwell Lilburn Cleveland 


Thomas Wright Cleveland, His Wife M. Cornelia 
(Armour) Cleveland, And His Descendants 


William Allen Cleveland 


John Luther Cleveland, His Wife Annie Hamilton 
(Upshaw) Cleveland, And His Descendants 


Ulysses "Lease" Cleveland 
Morgan Henry Cleveland 


Eldora "Dora" (Cleveland) Hill And Her Husband 
Charles B. Hill 


Joseph E. "Joe" Cleveland 


Frank Cleveland 


g. Lilburn H. Wright 


h. Harriet (Wright) Harbin And Her Husband Morgan Harbin 


1840 Larkin Wright Of Anderson District, South Carolina, His 
Wife Catherine (Cleveland) Wright, And His Descendants 


a. Frances (Wright) Hix And Her Husband Milton Hix 


b. Julia Ann Or M. Or Mariah (Wright) Holland, Her Husband 


William Wilson Holland, And Her Descendants 
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820 
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832 


833 


840 


841 
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L. Sarah Catharine (Holland) Kidd And Her Husband 
James Madison Kidd 


il. Robert Monroe Holland 


li. © Nancy Elizabeth (Holland) Cornog And Her 
Husband William Lewis Cornog 


IV. Julia Mariah Holland 


Nancy C. (Wright) Holland, Her Husband Robert Holland, 
And Her Descendants 


L. Martha E. Holland 
li. Nancy J. Holland 
lil. Sarah J. Holland 


Oliver H. Wright, His Wife Ellen ( ) Wright, And His 
Descendants 


L. Mary A. J. Wright 


Lucinda E. |. (Wright) Isbell, Her Husband Robert Isbell, Jr., 
And Her Descendants 


I. Julia Marie (Isbell) (Maret Or Marett) Sullivan, Her 
Husbands William G. Maret Or Marett And John L. 
Sullivan, And Her Descendants 


li. William John Isbell 


ili. Sarah C. (Isbell) Carnes, Her Husband George Carnes, 


And Her Descendants 


iv. James Robert Isbell, His Wife Margaret Or Martha 
Jane (Spearman) Isbell, And His Descendants 


Vv. Martha Jane (Isbell) McDonald, Her Husband Nelson 
Carr McDonald, And Her Descendants 


vi. Frances F. OrE., Later Known As Joanna "Jo" (Isbell) 


Clark, Her Husband Zachariah T. Clark, Later Known 
As Lafayette F. Clark, And Her Descendants 


XX 
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860 


861 


862 


862 
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Vil. 


XI. 


Nancy Cleveland (Isbell) Martin, Her Husband John A. 
Martin, And Her Descendants 


Oliver Frank Isbell, His Wives Mary Pope (Ogilvie) 
Isbell And Mollie (Parker) Isbell, And His Descendants 


Mary Elizabeth (Isbell) Reid And Her Husband John 
Reid 


Monroe Harrison Isbell, His Wife Mary Elizabeth 
(Fennell) Isbell, And His Descendants 


Wyly J. Or Wiley H. Isbell 


f. James A. R. Wright, Also Known As Alexander R. |. Wright 


g. Martha M. Or Ann (Wright) Clarke And Her Husband 
James A. Clarke 


h. Catherine Wright 


1839 James Wright Of Pickens District, South Carolina, And 
His Wife Frances "Fanny" (Cleveland) Wright 


1832 Obediah Wright, Jr., Of Franklin County, Georgia, His 
Wife Malinda (Payne) Wright, And His Descendants 


a. Permelia (Wright) Looney, Her Husband Joseph C. Looney, 
And Her Descendants 


Vil. 


Martha Looney 
Mary Looney 
Benjamin Looney 
Adaline Looney 
Willie Looney 
Jephah Looney 


Harriet Looney 
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865 
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940 
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1900 William C. Wright Of Marshall County, Alabama, His 
Wives Delilah (Bridges) Wright And Martha A. ( ) 
Wright, And His Descendants 


Anna Wright 
Mary Wright 


Hester Anne (Wright) MacDougall And Her Husband 
MacDougall 


John P. O. Wright 


Martha M. Or E. (Wright) Bobo And Her Husband 
Burrell Bobo 


Nancy F. Wright 
William Wright 
Stephen Wright 


1927 James Pryor Mathias Wright, His Wife Martha E. 
(Dyar) Wright, And His Descendants 


Eliza H. Wright 


James Walter Wright, His Wife Elizabeth (Verner) Wright, 
And His Descendants 


Vi. 


Vil. 


Thomas O. Wright 

Judy Melinda Wright 

Louisa Wright 

George W. Wright 

William M. Wright 

1936 James Wright Of Banks County, Georgia, His 
Wife Elizabeth Ophelia (Mackie) Wright, And His 


Descendants 


Hannah Elizabeth Wright 


XXII 


945 


951 


951 


952 


953 


953 


954 


955 


955 


956 


958 


959 


962 


962 


962 


963 
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Hannah (Wright) Carnes, Her Husband William Carnes, And 
Her Descendants 


l. John Carnes 

il. Nancy (Carnes) Isom And Her Husband John Isom 
li. © Sarah Carnes 

iv. William C. Carnes 

V. Holliway Carnes 

vi. Rial Carnes 

vii. Burrell Carnes 


vill. Harriet Elizabeth (Carnes) Reed And Her Husband 
Moses Benjamin Reed 


ix. Mary Ann Carnes 
xX. Andrew Carnes 
xi. Willis S. Carnes 


Frances C. (Wright) Brown, Her Husband Larkin Brown, And 
Her Descendants 


I. James O. Brown 
Il. Sarah E. Brown 


ill. Mavial O. Brown 


Mary "Polly" (Wright) Brown And Her Husband Spencer Brown 


1910 Pryor Or Prior H. Wright Of Georgia, His Wives Barbara 


Elizabeth (Gurley Or Gulley) Wright And Mintie (Williams) 
Wright, And His Descendants 


I. Harriet Elizabeth (Wright) Bruce, Her Husband 
Thomas Benjamin Bruce, And Her Descendants 


XXill 
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969 
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978 


980 
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iL. 1917 James W. Wright, His Wife Nancy (Keese) 
Wright, And His Descendants 


li. Willis C. Wright, His Wife Sarah Jane (Mackie) 
Wright, And His Descendants 


h. Nancy W. Wright 


i. 1873 Thomas G. Wright Of Hart County, Georgia, His Wife 
Harriet R. (Dillard) Wright, And His Descendants 


I. Dillard V. Wright, His Wife Fannie J. ( ) (Knox) 
Wright, And His Descendants 


Il. Radford B. Wright 


li. Mary H. Wright 


j. Rhoda Roberts (Wright) Guest, Her Husband Presley Guest, 


And Her Descendants 
I. Nancy M. Guest 
1. Emily J. Guest 
li. Luther V. Guest 
iv. Wesley A. Guest 


v. Micajah Carter Guest And His Wife Sarah "Sally" 
(Alvey) Guest 


1869 Charlton Wright Of Macon County, Alabama, Also Known 
As Tarlton Wright, His Wife Ann (Guerry) Wright, And His 
Descendants 


a. Margaret Frances (Wright) Moore, Her Husband Abraham 
Francis Moore, And Her Descendants 


. Thomas Mooreland Moore, His Wife Mary Elizabeth 
(Lowry) Moore, And His Descendants 


Il. May Ellington (Moore) Kelton, Her Husband Robert 
Kelton, And Her Descendants 
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1008 


1009 


1010 


0099A(070406) 


ili. James C. Moore, His Wife Ellen (Brodnax) Moore, And 


His Descendants 


IV. John R. Moore 


V. William Francis Moore, His Wife Elizabeth Ellen "Lizzie" 


(Williams) Moore, And His Descendants 


vi. | Charles Theodore Moore, His Wife Florence Virginia 
(McLeod) Moore, And His Descendants 


vii. Jones Guerry Moore, His Wife Lula (Townsend) Moore, 


And His Descendants 
villi. Abraham Francis Moore, Jr. 


ix. August Whitehead (Moore) Moore And Her Husband 
James A. Moore 


John P. Wright And His Wives Parmetha (Harrison) Wright 
And Ann (Bedell) Wright 


James C. Wright And His Wife Permelia Carry 
(Cubreath) Wright 


Mary Caroline (Wright) Mason And Her Husband 
J. A. J. Mason 


William B. Wright, His Wife Barbary A. (Thompson) 
Wright, And His Descendants 


L. Henry J. Wright 
i. William C. Wright 
Jefferson T. Wright And His Wife Lucetia (Riley) Wright 


Martha Elizabeth (Wright) Shelton And Her Husband 
Calvin G. W. Shelton 


Moses T. Wright And His Wife Martha J. (Gordon) Wright 


David Fletcher Wright And His Wife Jannise C. (Cunningham) 


Wright 
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j. Benjamin F. Wright 
k. Sarah Wright 


l. Ann Videau (Wright) Wimberly And Her Husband E. A. 
Wimberly 


m. Georgia Videau (Wright) Weathers And Her Husband John 
Benjamin Weathers 


1829 David Wright Of Monroe County, Georgia, His Wife 
Elizabeth Or Martha L. ( ) (Wright) Wilson, And His 
Descendants 


a. James C. Wright, His Wife Elizabeth ( ) Wright, 
And His Descendants 


I. George A. Wright 

li. Cornelia Wright 

iii. © David W. Wright 

iv. Charles Wright 

V. James A. Wright 
b. David William Wright 


c. Elizabeth M. (Wright) Collier And Her Husband Martin T. 
Collier 


d. Nancy (Wright) Turrentine And Her Husband Allen Turrentine 


Nancy (Wright) Harrison, Her Husband Robert Harrison, And Her 
Descendants 


a. Eli W. Harrison 
b. Thomas Harrison 
c. Larkin Harrison 


d. Lucinda (Harrison) Holland And Her Husband Benjamin 
Holland 
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1024 
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Catherine (Harrison) Lowry And Her Husband Jackson Lowry 1069 


Elizabeth (Harrison) (Pickens) Parker And Her Husbands 
James W. Pickens And Joseph H. Parker 


Harriet B. Harrison 
John Harrison 


Delilah (Harrison) Hislop, Her Husband Hislop, And 
Her Descendants 


L. Nancy C. Hislop 
il. Elijah Erwin Hislop 
iii. © Mariah G. Hislop 


Patsy (Harrison) O'Kees, Her Husband James O'Kees, And 
Her Descendants 


I. Harriet O'Kees 
li. | Elijah H. O'Kees 
li. © Thomas O'Kees 
iv. John O'Kees 

V. Mary E. O'Kees 


Vi. James S. O'Kees 


1820 Pryor Wright, Sr., Of Prince Edward County, His Wife Keziah 
(Staples) Wright, And His Descendants 


1815 Robert C. Wright Of Prince Edward County, His Wife 
Frances (Staples) Wright, And His Descendants 


Parker A. Wright, His Wife Maryan P. (Wright) Wright, 
And His Descendants 


XXVIl 


1072 
1074 


1076 
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1095 


1098 


1200 


1264 
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Vi. 


Vil. 


Caleb Or Calvin R. Wright, His Wife Mary Ann ( ) 
Wright, And His Descendants 


Augustus D. Wright 
Van Buren B. Wright 
William J. Wright 
Leonidas A. Wright 
Robert C. Wright 


Mary Ann D. Wright 


Nancy Pryor (Wright) Jenkins, Her Husband Creed Thomas 
Jenkins, And Her Descendants 


Vi. 


Joel Walker Jenkins, His Wives Jenny Or Jincy A. R. 
(Wright) Jenkins And Sarah T. (Overton) Jenkins, 
And His Descendants 


Sarah Frances (Jenkins) Price, Her Husband 
Charles S. Price, And Her Descendants 


William Jenkins And His Wife Ann Rebecca (Warriner) 
Jenkins 


Robert Alex Jenkins And His Wife Sarah Elizabeth 
(Webb) Jenkins 


Mecklenburg C. T. Jenkins 


Lucinda P. Jenkins 


Lucinda P. (Wright) Wright, Her Husband 1882 Pryor B. 
Wright Of Appomattox County, And Her Descendants 


Mary J. (Wright) Wooldridge And Her Husband 
Daniel B. Wooldridge 


saunders F. Wright And His Wives Virginia A. 
( ) Wright And Agnes E. (Mason) Wright 


1862 Caswell C. Wright Of Appomattox County 
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1276 
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1356 


1360 


1388 


0099A(070406) 


XI. 


Claudius S. Or F. Wright, His Wife Martha V. (Rosser) 
Wright, And His Descendants 


1896 Cornelius Anderson Wright Of Appomattox 
County, His Wife Maria L. (Wingfield) Wright, And 
His Descendants 

Lucinda P. Wright 

Arifa(?) Or Arissa C. Wright 

Nancy C. Or A. Wright 

Robert P. Wright 

Barbary F. Wright 


Fanny B. (Wright) Wooldridge And Her Husband 
Patrick Henry Wooldridge 


Robert Buckston Wright, His Wife Keziah (Wooldridge) 
Wright, And His Descendants 


Vi. 


Philadephia D. (Wright) Gwattney Or Gwathney, Her 
Husband Albert Gwattney Or Gwathney, And Her 
Descendants 


Columbus H. Wright, His Wife Madorah Judson 
(Wright) Wright, And His Descendants 


Malissa A. Wright 


1887 Euclid S. Or D. Wright Of Bedford County, His 
Wife Susan F. (Quarles) Wright, And His Descendants 


Mary F. (Wright) Pendleton, Her Husband William 
Pendleton, And Her Descendants 


1912 Ovid B. Wright of Bedford County, His Wife 
Martha Ann (Simms) Wright, And His Descendants 


William Mima F. (Wright) Martin, Her Husband Robert W. 
Martin, And Her Descendants 


XXIX 


1400 


1418 


1439 


1442 


1442 


1443 


1444 


1444 


1448 


1484 


1486 


1498 


1498 


1512 


1515 


1520 
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Robert W. Martin, Jr., His Wife Lydia B. (Wooton) 
Martin, And His Descendants 


Alexander D. Martin 


Mary J. Martin 


Frances (Wright) Mann, Her Husband Richard J. Mann, 
And Her Descendants 


William R. Or A. Mann 


Mary S. (Mann) St. Clair And Her Husband 
Jonathan H. St. Clair 


Frances Mann 


Mary "Polly" Jane (Wright) Wooldridge, Her Husband 
Obediah H. Wooldridge, And Her Descendants 


Vi. 


Nathaniel W. Wooldridge 


Virginia "Jinny" E. Or A. (Wooldridge) Wright, Her 
Husband John Mason Or Moses Wright, Sr. (Bedford 
County), And Her Descendants 


Mary J. Wooldridge 


James Anderson Wooldridge, His Wife Sarah Frances 
(Dearing) Wooldridge, And His Descendants 


Obediah Hill Wooldridge, Jr., His Wife Sarah J. 
(Holdren) Wooldridge, And His Descendants 


Robert C. Wooldridge, His Wife Mattie Elizabeth 
(Wooldridge) Wooldridge, And His Descendants 


Susanna Christian (Wright) Wilkerson, Her Husband 


William Samuel Wilkerson, And Her Descendants 


James R. Wilkerson, His Wives Martha S. (Roberts) 
Wilkerson And Emma M. (Brown) Wilkerson, And His 
Descendants 


XXX 


1532 


1533 


1533 


1533 


1539 


1540 


1540 


1540 


1554 


1554 


1563 


1564 


1565 


1566 
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1577 
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Vi. 


Vil. 


William Andrew Jackson Wilkerson, His Wife Nancy 
"Nannie" F. (Pugh) Wilkerson, And His Descendants 


Mary Or Margaret Frances (Wilkerson) Pugh, Her 
Husband Lorenza Newton Pugh, And Her 
Descendants 


Joseph Walker Wilkerson, His Wives Maria S. 
(Depriest) Wilkerson And Martha Turpin (Depriest) 
Wilkerson, And His Descendants 


Elizabeth H. Or Angeline Elizabeth (Wilkerson) Lee, 
Her Husband James Monroe Lee, And Her 
Descendants 


Samuel Oscar Wilkerson, His Wife Matilda (Depriest) 
Wilkerson, And His Descendants 


Thomas Saunders Wilkerson, His Wife Marcella E. 
(Watkins) Wilkerson, And His Descendants 


Susannah Wilkerson 


Martha Sara F. (Wilkerson) Watkins, Her Husband 
Robert Lee Watkins, And Her Descendants 


1854 Samuel A. Wright Of Appommattox County, His Wife 
Barbara Glover (Mason) Wright, And His Descendants 


a. 


1882 Pryor B. Wright Of Appomattox County, His Wife 
Lucinda P. Wright, And His Descendants 


1897 William M. Wright Of Bedford County, His Wife 
Martha A. ( ) Wright, And His Descendants 


samuel A. Wright And His Wife Mary A. (Dent) Wright 


Samuel T. Wright And His Wife Mary J. ( ) Wright 


Possibly Robert J. Wright, His Wives Frances A. Jane (Calley 
Or Collay) Wright And Possibly S. E. ( ) Wright, And His 


Descendants 


Keziah B. "Cuzzy" (Wright) Hayth, Her Husband 
Caswell T. Hayth, And Her Descendants 
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IV. 


William Wright 
Possibly Wright 


Possibly Capella Wright 


Croshy Wright 


Barbary G. (Wright) Mann And Her Husband Mann 


Loving A. Wright, His Wives Elizabeth Ann (Martin) Wright 
And Martha L. (Fore) Wright, And His Descendants 


Vi. 


Vil. 


George A. W. Wright, His Wives Malinda F. (Cawley) 
Wright And Mary M. (Overacre) Wright, And His 
Descendants 


Keziah B. "Cuzzy" (Wright) Wooldridge, Her Husband 
James Pryor W. Wooldridge, And Her Descendants 


Samuel A. Wright And His Wife Esther A. (Williams) 
Wright 


James A. Wright 
Jemima L. (Wright) (Robertson) Newman And Her 
Husbands Francis M. Robertson And James L. 


Newman 


K. N. Or Carrena H. Or Carinda H. (Wright) Walker 
And Her Husband Joel B. Walker 


James B. Or Burroughs Wright, His Wife Sophia L. B. 
(Newman) Wright, And His Descendants 


Wright 
Thomas P. Wright 
Mary C. Or D. (Wright) (Craven) Spink, Her Husbands 


Craven And Frank Ellsworth Spink, And Her 
Descendants 
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xi. William M. Wright And His Wife Sarah A. (Brown) 


Wright 


xii. Loving A. Wright 


xiii. Matthew Jordan Wright, His Wife Mary "Mollie” 


(Francisco) Wright, And His Descendants 


1854 Pryor Rucker Wright, Jr., Of Appomattox County, His Wife 





(___) Wright, His Non-Wife Mary Wooldridge, And His 


Wife Mariah (Turner) (Wright) Webb, And His Descendants 


a. 


b. 


C. 


Obediah H. Wooldridge, His Wife Mary "Polly" Jane (Wright) 


Wright 
Wright 


Wright 


Wooldridge, And His Descendants 


Pp 


ryor S. Wooldridge, His Wife Martha M. (St. Clair) 


Wooldridge, And His Descendants 


Vi. 


Martha "Mattie” Elizabeth "Lizzie” (Wooldridge) 
Wooldridge, Her Husband Robert C. Wooldridge, 
And Her Descendants 


Benjamin F. Wooldridge, His Wives Poninah(?) (Alls?) 
Wooldridge And Ollie Virginia (Oliver) Wooldridge, And 
His Descendants 

George Wingfield Wooldridge, His Wife Margaret 
“Maggie” Melcenia Liningburg (Greenway) 
Wooldridge, And His Descendants 


James Pryor W. Wooldridge, His Wife Keziah B. 
"Cuzzy” (Wright) Wooldridge, And His Descendants 


Doctor "Doc” Swisher F. Wooldridge, His Wife 
Lula M. (Martin) Wooldridge, And His Descendants 


Peter Greeley Wooldridge 


XXXIll 
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1926 


1927 
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1928 
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vii. | Mary Frances "Mollie” (Wooldridge) (Wright) 
Blackburn, Her Husbands Quince M. R. Wright 
And Henry Lee Blackburn, And Her Descendants 


viii. Cora Virginia (Wooldridge) Falls, Her Husband 
Charles W. Falls, And Her Descendants 


Possibly William Wesley Wright 

Campbell S. Wright, His Wife Mildred "Milly" Ann (Martin) 
(Durham Or Durriam Or Durrum) Wright, And His 
Descendants 

l. Mariah J. Wright 

ii. Harris C. Wright 

iii. Virginia A. Wright 


iv. Nannie C. Or J. (Wright) William And Her Husband 
John C. William 


Pyrene C. (Wright) Sweeney, Her Husband Samuel D. 
Or S. Or B. Sweeney, And Her Descendants 


L. Edward T. R. Sweeney 
il. George W. Sweeney 
iii. | Lenice F. Sweeney 

iv. Alice M. Sweeney 

V. Samuel B. Sweeney 


Lenanius Or Lenice Or Lennie T. (Wright) Rosser And Her 
Husband John Or Jonathan A. Rosser 


Fountain C. Wright 
1864 Gilliam Wright Of Appomattox County 


Chambers L. Wright And His Wife Kiziah G. (Wilkenson) 
Wright 


XXXIV 


1928 


1930 


1930 


1931 


1963 


1964 


1964 


1964 


1967 


1969 


1970 


1970 


1970 


1970 


1971 


1977 


1986 


1992 


Volume Ill 


Jenny Or Jincy A. R. (Wright) Jenkins, Her Husband Joel 
Walker Jenkins, And Her Descendants 


I. Pryor C. Jenkins, His Wife Mary Virginia "Jennie" 
(___) Jenkins, And His Descendants 


Sarah J. (Wright) McDemmon Or McDearmon And Her 
Husband John H. McDemmon Or McDearmon 


Jonathan A. Wright 


1842 Thomas Wright Of Prince Edward County 


Mary (Wright) Martin, Her Husband John Martin, And Her 


Descendants 

a. Samuel Martin 

b. Frances (Martin) Romines And Her Husband Jasper 
Romines 

c. William Martin 

d. Robert Martin 

e. Pryor Davenport Martin, Sometimes Known As Pryor D. M. 
Wright, His Wife Nancy (Wooldridge) Martin, And His 
Descendants 

f. Nancy (Martin) Sively And Her Husband Silas Sively 

g. Mary “Polly” (Martin) Champlours And Her Husband John 


Champlours 


G. James Wright, His Wife Prudence (Turner) Wright, And His 
Descendants 


1. 
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1822 James T. Wright Of Lynchburg, His Wife Nancy Or 
Ann O. (Byrd) Wright, And His Descendant 


a. 


Wright 


John J. Wright 
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2335 


0099A(070406) 


1826 William Pascal Wright Of Logan County, Kentucky, His 
Wife ( ) Wright And Sarah (Ragsdale) Wright, And 
His Descendants 


a. 


b. 


C. 


d. 


@ 


Wright 


Wright 


Wright 


Wright 


Wright 


1903 James Lilbourne Wright Of Lincoln Parish, Louisiana, 
His Wife Mary Ann (Grant) Wright, And His Descendants 


Emily Wright 
Elizabeth Ann Wright 


Henry Caldenwood Wright, His Wife Annie (Tatum) 
Wright, And His Descendants 


James Lilbourne Wright 

Warren H. Wright 

Clara Wright 

Annie (Wright) Tatum And Her Husband B. C. Tatum 
Augusta Wright 

Mary (Wright) Lane And Her Husband A. Lane 


Georgeanne Or Georgia Wright 


Lilbourn Wright, His Wife Mary (Taylor) Wright, And His 
Descendants 


Ann Wright 


1841 Robert A. Wright Of Orleans Parish, Louisiana 
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|. Mary (Wright) Williamson And Her Husband Williamson 23/6 
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VI. 1779 John Wright Of Prince Edward County, His Wife Anne (Pryor) Wright, And 

His Descendants 

On March 17, 1729/30, at Goochland County, Virginia, Ct.0.B. 1/221 the court 
ordered the clearance of a road from Beaverdam Bridge to pass by John Wright's 
plantation: 

"March Court 1729 


At a Court held for Goochland County the third Tuesday in March being the 
seventeenth day of the Month Annog Domi MDCCXXIX. 


Present. William Mayo, Allin Howard, George Paine, James Holman Gent. 
Justices 


On the motion of Ebenezer Adams on behalf of himself and others it is ordered 
that a road be cleared from Beverdam Bridge near John Priors to pass by John 
Rights plantation cross wild boar swamp near Elk lick by William Owens 
plantation cross the North branch of the Bird to Elk ford on the Bird to end at 
Martin Kings. John Prior is appointed Surveyor of the said road from Beverdam 
Bridge to John Rights; John Laine from John Rights to Great Licking hole; Martin 
Dunken from Great Licking hole to the South branch of the Bird, John Bostick 
from the South branch of the Bird to Elk ford, Martin King from Elk ford to the 
River." | 


As will be set forth below, 1779 John Wright's land was near that of John Pryor and 
1779 John Wright married Anne Pryor, a daughter of John Pryor. The reference in the 
court order to John Pryor's land near to John Wright's land indicates that the John 
Wright in this order was 1779 John Wright and that he was residing in Goochland 
County by March 17, 1729/30. if John Wright was at least 18 years of age at the time 
of the road order, then he was probably born before 1713. 

On June 20, 1733, by Patent Deed 15/17 a John Wright patented 300 acres of 
land on the branches of Beaverdam Creek in Goochland County: 


"George the Second c&. To all c&. Know ye that for divers goods causes and 
Considerations but more Especially for and in Consideration of the Sum of Thirty 
Shillings of Good and Lawful mony for our use paid to our Receiver General of 
our Revenues in this our Colony and Dominion of Virginia We have given 
granted and Confirmed and by these Presents for us our Heirs and Successors 
do give grant and Confirm unto John Wright one Certain Tract or Parcel of Land 
Containing Three Hundred acres Lying and being on the branches of Beaverdam 
Creek in the County of Goochland and bounded as followeth (to wit) Beginning at 
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two Corner Pines and a black Oak Corners of the Lands of Thomas Christian 
and John Prior thomson Priors Line North Thirty four Degrees West one 
Hundred and fifty four Poles to Charles Christians Corner thence on his line 
North twenty nine Degrees East one Hundred and forty two poles to a Corner 
black Oak thence North Sixty Eight Poles to a Corner Pine thence East two 
degrees North Eighty four Poles to a Corner black oak on Roger Powells Line 
thence on his Line South twenty Degrees East One Hundred and Fifty Eight 
Poles to a Corner white oak thence East Sixteen Degrees North Twelve Poles to 
a Corner black Oak on Peter Baisies Land thence on his Line South Six Degrees 
West one Hundred and Seventy five Poles to a Corner Pine on Thomas 
Christians Land thence on his Lines West ten Degrees North one Hundred & 
Eight Poles to three Corner black Oaks and thence South Seven Degrees West 
twenty four Poles to the first Station With all c&. To have hold c& yielding and 
Paying c& Provided c& In Witness c&. Witness our Trusty and Well beloved 
William Gooch Esar our Lieutenant Governor and Comander in Chief of our said 
Colony and Dominion at Williamsburgh under the Seal of our said Colony the 
Twentieth Day of June One Thousand Seven Hundred and Thirty three in the 
Senth Year of our Reign 


Truly Recorded William Gooch 

Test: Matt: 

Henry Cl Ser Off" 
This was probably 1779 John Wright of Prince Edward County. As will be set forth 
below 1779 John Wright married Anne Pryor, a daughter of John Pryor, and the land 
patented in Patent Deed 15/17 was described as adjacent to John Prior or Prier. Also 
as will be set forth below, in settlement of a lawsuit regarding the will of John Pryor, 
1779 John Wright and Anne (Pryor) Wright sold 700 acres of land in Goochland County 
on the branches of Beaverdam Creek and the land patented in P.D. 15/17 was 
described as on the branches of Beaverdam Creek. The family relationship and 
proximity of land makes it highly probable that 1779 John Wright of Prince Edward 
County was the same John Wright who patented 300 acres of land in P.D. 15/17. If 
1779 John Wright was at least 18 years of age when he patented that land, then he 
was probably born before 1716. 

The Goochland County Historical Society Deedmapper map of the location of 


that land patent is set forth on the following page: 
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Goochland County, Virginia, Wills and Deeds 1736-1742 stated that on 
October 16, 1736, at Goochland County, Virginia, D.B. 3/32 Jno. (I) Wright witnessed 


the will of Thomas Christian along with Jno. (I) Prier, John Clark, and John McBrid. 
Since Thomas Christian was a near neighbor of 1779 John Wright and John Pryor was 
1779 John's father-in-law, the John Wright of this witnessing was almost certainly 1779 
John Wright of Prince Edward County. | 

On March 22, 1743, at Goochland County, Virginia, D.B. 4/340 John Wright 
purchased 200 acres of land from James Christian: 


"This Indenture made this xxii day of March Anno Domini one Thousand seven 
hundred and forty three between James Christian of the County of Goochland 
and Parish of Saint Jameses of the one part and John Wright of the same 
County and Parish of the other part Witnesseth that the said James Christian for 
and divers good Causes and Considerations thereunto moving but more 
especially for the Valuable Consideration of Twenty four pounds Currant money 
to him in hand paid by the said John Wright the Receipt he doth hereby 
Acknowledge and himself therewith fully Satisfyed Contented and paid Doth fully 
Clearly and absolutely acquit Exonerate and Discharge the said John Wright by 
these presents have Bargained Sold aliend Enfeoff'd and Confirm'd and by these 
presents do Bargain Sell Aliens Enfeoff'd and Confirm unto the said John Wright 
to him and his heirs forever one tract or parsell of Land Containing Two hundred 
acres more or Less lying and being in the County of Goochland on the Branches 
of Bever dam Creek the North side James River and bounded as followeth to Wit 
Beginning at a pine Corner to Peter Baze deced and runing thence on John 
Wright North seventy degrees West twelve and an half poles to a White oak 
North twenty two degrees West eighty six poles to a white oak thence a new line 
North sixty five degrees East one hundred and eighty seven poles to a Spanish 
oak thence on John Sim Deced North forty one degrees East one hundred and 
sixty eight poles to a white oak South fifty seven and an half Degrees East fifty 
three poles to pointers South eighty and an half degrees East twenty six poles to 
pointers thence on Oglesby South seventy Degrees West forty two poles North 
eighty five and an half degrees West seventeen poles to a black oak thence 
Peter Baze Deced the same Course continued two hundred and fifty poles to the 
first Station with all Woods Underwoods Swamps Marshes Lowgrounds 
Meadows feedings and his due share of all Veins Mines and Quarries as well 
Discovered as not Discovered within the bounds aforesaid and being part of the 
said Quantity of two hundred acres of Land and the Rivers Waters and Water 
Courses therein Contain'd together with the priviledges of hunting hawking 
fishing fowling and all other profits Commodities and Hereditaments whatsoever 
to the same or any part thereof belonging or in any wise appertaining to have 
hold possess and Enjoy the said Tract or parsel of Land and premises unto the 
said John Wright and to his heirs forever And the said James Christian doth 
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hereby Covenant for himself and his heirs that he will Warrant the same unto the 
said John Wright and to his heirs forever provided that the said John Wright shall 
save the said Land according to Law In Witness whereof | the said James 
Christian hath hereunto Set my hand and seal this day and year above Written 


Signed Sealed and Deli- James Christian 
vered in the presence of 

Howel Burton 

John Hunter. 


Memorandum. This Day Quiet and peaceable possession of Livery and Seizen 
was had taken and Delivered by the within named James Christian of the within 
mentioned Land and premices to the with named John Wright according to the 

form of the Statutes in such Cases provided as Witness my hand and Seal this 
_____ dayof_____—sone thousand seven hundred and forty three. 


Sealed and Delivered James Christian 
In the presents of 
John Hunter 


March 22d. 1743 Then Received of John Wright the full and Just Sum of Twenty 
four pounds Currt. money being in full for the Consideraton money in this Deed 
mentioned | say Received by me 


Test James Christian 
John Hunter 


At a Court Continued and held for Goochland County March 22. 1743. James 
Christian acknowledged this Deed with the Livery of Seizin & Receit endors'd to 
be his Acts and Deed which was Ordered to be Recorded. 


Test. 
Hen. Woods Clk." 
The 1746 Tithe List for Goochland County, Virginia, listed John Wright with the 
following household: 
"{174]6 June 10 List Tithables Taken p Jno Payne 


Jno Wright Tiths Thos Wright, 
Negro Judy, 3 


As will be set forth below, this John Wright is identifiable in the tithe lists for 1746, 1748, 
1752, 1/54, 1755, 1756, and 1757 by the presence of slave Judy or Jude in the 
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household and by his description as a shoemaker in the 1748, 1754, 1756, and 1757 
lists. The appearance in 1752 of a son Obadiah Wright in this John Wright household 
identifies him as 1779 John Wright of Prince Edward County, the only known John 
Wright with a son Obediah. The identification is confirmed by the appearance of son 
Thomas Wright in his household in 1746, and by the appearance of son David Wright in 
his household in 1748; only 1779 John Wright is known to have also had both a son 
Thomas Wright and a son David Wright. The appearance of 1779 John Wright's son 
Thomas Wright in the 1746 list indicates a date of birth for Thomas before June 11, 
1730. If 1779 John Wright was at least 18 years of age at the time of birth of his son 
Thomas, then his date of birth would be probably before 1713. 

The 1748 Tithe List for Goochland County, Virginia, listed John Wright with the 
following household on June 10: 

"List Tithables Taken June 10th 1748 p John Payne 


Jno Wright Shoemaker Tithes _) 
Thos Wright, David Wright, Jude ) 4 


This record indicates that 1779 John Wright was a shoemaker. The initial appearance 
of David Wright in this list indicates a date of birth before June 11, 1732. 

The 1752 Tithe List for Goochland County, Virginia, listed John Wright with the 
following household on June 10: 

"A List Tithables Take p John Payne June 10, 1752 


John Wright Tythes | 
Jude, Obadiah Wright _) 3 


The initial appearance of Obadiah Wright in this list indicates a date of birth before 
June 11, 1/36, and probably between June 10, 1735, and June 11, 1736. 
The 1754 Tithe List for Goochland County, Virginia, listed John Wright with the 


following household: 


0099A(021506) 6. 


"A List of Tithes Taken by George Payne [__] The year 1/754 


John Wright shoemaker List ) 
Obediah Wright, Negroes ) 4 
Jude, Jane ) 


The 1755 Tithe List for Goochland County, Virginia, listed John Wright with the 
following household: 
"A List of Tythables Taken by George Payne For the year 1755 


John Wright Tithes 
Obediah Wright ) 4 


Negros Jude Jane ) 


The will of John Pryor dated July 24, 1755, and probated on August 19, 1755, at 
Goochland County, Virginia, D.B. 7/77 listed Anne Wright as his daughter: 


"In the Name of God Amen | John Pryor being through the abundant mercy and 
goodness of God tho weak in Body yet of a sound and perfect Understanding 
and memory do constitute this my last Will and Testament Revoking all other 
Wills by me made either by word of Mouth or Wrighting and Desire it may be 
Received by all as such Imprimis | most Humbly Bequeath my Soul to God my 
maker beseeching his most gracious acceptance of it Imprimis | give my Body to 
the Earth from whence it was taken In full assurance of its Resurrection from 
thence at the last Day as for my Burial | Desier it may be decent at the discretion 
of Executor hereafter Named who | doubt not will manage it with all Requisite 
prudence as to my worldly Estate | will and positively Order that all my Just 
Debts and funaral Charges be paid and Defray.d firstly | give to my Daughter 
Anne Wright fifty Acors of Land with the plantation whereon She now Dwells 
begining at the loer line so runing as the Rode goes till the fifty Acors is | 
included to hir and to hir heirs forever and no more. 


| give to my Daughter Rebecca Woodson two Shillings Starling and No more. 


| give to my grandson John Woodson One hundred and fifty Acors of Land it 
being the other part of the Land that John Wright now Dwells on as likewise | 
give to my said Grandson John Woodson my two Negros Will and Jeh as 
likewise | give to my Grandson John Woodson all my whole Estate both Rail and 
personal to him and his heirs forever excepting what has been given as above 
mentioned | likewise do appoint my Grandson John Woodson to be my whole 
Executor of this my last will and Testement in witness whereof | have hereunto 
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set my hand and affixed my Seal this 24th Day of July in the Year of our Lord 
one thousand seven hundred and fifty five. 


Signed Sealed Published _) his 
and Declar in presents of ) John X Pryor 
Jacob Oglesby ) marks 
Ann Bailey 
his 
Thomas T Bailey 
mark 


At a Court held for Goochland County August the 19th 1755. 


This Will was presented in Court for Proof But on the Motion of Thomas Adams 
Atty for Anne Wright, and Rebecca Woodson coheireses of the within named 
John Pryor decased, It was ordered that the said Anne & Rebecca, be sumoned 
to appear at the Next Court to contest the the proof of the within Will. 


Teste 
Val: Wood Cl. Cur. 


At a Court held for Goochland County March the 16th 1756 Anne Wright, and 
Rebecca Woodson, Coheireses of the within named John Pryor deceased 
having been legally Sumd. to contest the proof of the within Will, and now failing 
to appear. On the Motion of the within Executor the same is proved by the Oaths 
of Jacob Oglesby and Ann Bailey Witnesses hereto and admitted to Record. 

And on his Motion certificate was granted him for obtaining a probate hereof in 
due form. (he having first made Oath according to Law.) Drury Christian, and 
Jacob Oglesby, Security for the same. 


Test 
Va: Wood Ci. Cur." 
The 1756 Tithe List for Goochland County, Virginia, listed John Wright with the 
following household: 
"List of Tithables taken for Goochland County 10th Day of June 1756 by Will 


Pryor 
John Wright Shoemaker & his list 


Negro Jude | ) 2 


0099A(021506) 8. 


On about May 19, 1756, at Goochland County, Virginia, Chancery Court Loose 
Papers, John Wright and Anne Wright filed a complaint against John Woodson for title 
to land given to them by Anne's father John Pryor during his lifetime: 


“To the Worshipful the Justices of the Court of Goochland County Sitting in 
Chancery 


Humbly complaining shew unto your Worships your Orators John Wright & Anne 
his Wife that some time in or about the year one thousand seven hundred and 
twenty seven John Pryor since deceased Father of your Oratrix being or 
pretending to be seized in Fee Simple of & in two hundred Acres of land 
whereon your Orators now dwell situate in the said County of Goochland 
formerly Part of the County of Henrico the said two hundred Acres of Land being 
either an entire Tract or Part of a greater Tract granted to the said John Pryor 
and being then uncultivated & unsaved according to the Directions of the Law for 
saving and cultivating Lands your Oratrix's said Father did declare to your 
Orators & promise them being married together that if your Orators would settle 
on the said two hundred Acres of Land and save the same he your Oratrix's said 
Father would give the same to your Oratrix And your Orators further shew unto 
your Worships that in The Promise of your Oratrix's said Father in that Part they 
did forthwith settle on & save the said two hundred Acres of Land by building on 
& cultivating the same and have from thence hitherto continued to dwell on the 
said Land without any Interruption or Denial of your Oratrix's said Father in his - 
Life time and more over your Orators in Condition and in Expectation that yr. 
Oratrix was to have the said Land did pay Part of the Rights for the said Land 
and have annually for many Years paid the Quit rents of the same And your 
Orators further shew that the only Reason why yr. Oratrix's said Father did not 
convey the said Land to your Oratrix in his Lifetime was as he himself frequently 
declared that he might remain a Freeholder and have Right to vote at Elections 
of Burgesses by virtue of the said Land as long as he lived and that your Orators 
unwilling to disoblige him and not Doubting but that he would give your Otratrix 
the Land by his last Will as he had made many Wills in all which except the last 
made in his last Sickness the said Land was given to your Oratrix declined 
pressing or endeavoring to compel him to make a Conveyance Your Orators 
further shew unto your Worships that one John Woodson eldest Son and Heir at 
Law to Rebecca Woods on your Oratrix's Sister and Grandson to your Oratrix's 

~ said Father well knowing the Promises sometime in or about the Month of July in 
the year One thousand Seven hundred and fifty five by the assistance of sundry 
Persons unknown to your Orators & by many fraudulent unfair & unjust 
Pretences & Insinuations to your Oratrix's said Father when weak & low & in his 
last Sickness did procure & prevail with your Oratrix's said Father to make and 
publish his last Will & Testament & thereby to dispose of great Part of the said 
Land to the said John Woodson which said last Will and Testament by means of 
the Pretences & Insinuations afd your Orators said Father did make & publish in 
his last Sickness & bearing Date the twenty fourth Day of July before mentioned 
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died leaving Issue your Oratrix and the said Rebecca Woodson only wife of 
Record in this worshipful Court to wch your Orators for greater Certainty refer in 
and by wch said last Will and Testament only fifty Acres Parcel of the said two 
hundred Acres of Land is devised to your Oratrix and one hundred & fifty Acres 
Residue thereof is devised to the said John Woodson as by the said Will may 
appear And your Orators further shew that in Order to be quieted in their 
Possession they have frequently in a friendly Manner applied to the said John 
Woodson to execute to your Oratrix a sufficient Conveyance or Release of his 
Right & Pretensions in & to the said One hundred & fifty Acres of Land and your 
Orators well hoped he would so have done. But now so it is May it please your 
Worships that the said John Woodson combining and confederating to and with 
divers other Persons to your Orators unknown who when discovered they pray 
may be made Parties here with apt Words to charge them to injure oppress & 
disquiet your Orators he the said John Woodson absolutely refuses to make to 
your Oratorix any Conveyance or Release whatsoever of his Right in the said 
One hundred and fifty Acres of Land pretending and asserting that the legal 
Right of the same is in him by Virtue of the said Will and that your Orators or 
your Oratrix have no manner of Right Title or Pretensions thereto either in Law or 
Equity. All which Actings and Doings of the said John Woodson and his 
Confederates are highly injurious and tend to the manifest Oppression and 
Disquiet of your Orrators and are also contrary to Equity and good Conscience 
and the rather as your Orators charge that the said John Pryor died possessed 
of a very considerable clear Estate real and personal the greatest Part of wch by 
his said last Will and Testament is devised to the said John Woodson In tender 
Consideration whereof and for as much as your Ora__ are without Remedy in the 
Premisses by the Strict Rules of the Common Law and cannot compel a 
Conveyance or be quieted in their Possession but by the Aid and Assistance of a 
Court of Equity: To the End therefore That the said John Woodson and his 
Confederates when discovered may full direct and perfect Answer make on their 
respective Corporal Oaths to all and singular the Matters and Things herein 
contained as fully clearly and particularly as if the same were herein again 
repeated & interrogated and more particuiariy that the said Jonn Woodson may 
set forth and discover Whether your Oratrix's said Father was seized as 
aforesaid of the said two hundred acres of Land and at what Time he became so 
seized? Whether such agreemt. as is before mentioned was or any other & what 
agreement concerning the saving the said Land and when was entered into by 
your Orators and your Oratrix's said Father and whether the said Land or any 
and what Part thereof was cultivated & saved according to Law at the Time the 
said Agreement was entered into or at any other & what Time & by whom & at 
whose Expence the said saving & Cultivation was made? Whether your Orators 
did not according to their Part of the said Agreement settle upon save & cultivate 
the said two hundred Acres of Land or whether they did make sufficient 
Cultivation & Improvement thereon to save the whole or any & what Part 
thereof? Whether your Orator's ever Since their first entering on the said Land 
as aforesd. have not always peaceably possessed the same and dwelt thereon & 
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how long without the Interruption of your Oratrix's said Father or any other 
Person in his Life time and whether they did not for several years pay the Quit 
rents thereof and did also pay any and what Part of the Rights for the same on 
their agreement aforesd with your Oratrix's said Father? And whether the 

~ Reason why your Oratrix's said Father did not convey the said Land to her in his 
Life was not as he had declared that he might remain a Freeholder as aforesaid 
or had he any other and what Reason for not conveying the same? Whether the 
said John Woodson or any & what Person for him or at his Request on the 
Pretences & Insinuations aforesd or any other & what Pretences or Insinuations 
did procure or prevail with your Oratrix's said Father to make Such last Will & 
Testament or any other & what last Will & Testaments? Did he make Such last 
Will and Testament? when did it bear Date & where is the same recorded? Is 
the said One hundred and fifty Acres or any and what Part of the said two 
hundred Acres of Land devised by the said Will to the said John Woodson in fee 
Simple or any other & what Manner? Whether the said John Woodson at any 
and what Time before the making the said Will did know or believe or had heard 
that Such Agreement had been entered into between your Orators & your 
Oratrix's said Father as before mentioned or that your Oratrix's said Father had 
in any wise by Words or other wise & how given the said two hundred Acres of 
Land to your Oratrix or declared it to be her Right or that he had promised or 
intended to give the same to her? And whether the said John Pryor during the 
Time Your Orators dwelt on the said Land as aforesaid did not make sundry 
Wills & how many & what Time they were made and whether in many of those 
Wills the said two hundred Acres of Land were not mentioned to be given to your 
Oratrix? Whether the said John Pryor soon and at what Time after making the 
said last Will & Testament did die & what issue or the legal Representatives of 
them he left behind him at the Time of his Death? Whether he did not leave a 
very considerable real and personal Estate & to what Value more than sufficient 
to pay his Debts and Funeral Expences & to whom the said Estate is devised & 
bequeathed by his said last Will and Testament? And whether the said John 
Woodson is not Eldest Son and Heir at Law to Rebecca Woodson before 
mentioned? Whether your Orators have not in a friendly Manner applied to the 
said John Woodson to make a Conveyance and Release of his Right in the said 
One hundred and fifty Acres of Land with the appurtenances to your Oratrix and 
to quiet your Orators in the Possession thereof? and whether he did not refuse 
so to do and for what Reasons he did refuse And that the said John Woodson 
may be compelled to execute to your Oratrix a proper Conveyance and Release 
of his Right in the said one hundred and fifty Acres of Land and that he and his 
Heirs & Assigns may be perpetually enjoined from giving your Oratrix or her 
Heirs or Assigns any Disturbance in the Possession thereof That your Orators 
may have Such further Releif in the Premises as shall be agreeable to Justice 
and the Nature of their Case May it please your Worship to grant unto your 
Orators his Majestys most gracious Writ or Writs of Subpena to be directed to 
the said John Woodson thereby commanding him at a certain Day and under a 
certain Pain therein to be inserted personally to be and appear before your 
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Worships in this worshipful Court then and there to answer the P__ and to stand 
to and abide Such Order and Decree therein as to your Worship shall seem 
agreeable to equity and good Conscience 


And your Orators shall ever pray &c 


Jno. Fleming jr. 
the Pit 


Wright & ux) 
vs ) Bill in Cand 
Woodson _ ) 


1756. June. bill fil'd & time to answer 
1757. June. further time to answer 
July. Answer further time to answer 
Sepr. cont'd at Defts Cost. 

1756. Mar. dism'd. agreed" 


On May 19, 1756, at Goochland County, Virginia, Chancery Court Loose Papers, 
a summons was issued against John Woodson to answer the complaint of John Wright 
and Anne (Pryor) Wright: 


"George the Second by the Grace of God of Great Britain France and Ireland, 
King Defender of the Faith &c To the Seriff of Goochland County Greeting. We 
command you that you Summon John Woodson to appear before our Justices of 
our said County at the Court house on the third Tuesday in June next to answer 
a Bill in Chancery exhibited in our said Court against him by John Wright and 
Ann his Wife and this he shall in no wise omit under the penalty of One hundred 
Pounds Currt. Money. Witness Valentine Wood Clerk of our said Court at the 
Court-house aforesaid the xixth day of May in the xxixth Year of our Reign. 


Val: Wood: 
Executed on sd Within Named Jno Woodson June 7th 1756 
Thos Harke Shf." 


The 1757 Tithe List for Goochland County, Virginia, listed John Wright with the 
following household on June 10: 
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"A List of Tithables for the County of Goochd. Taken by Jas. Cole June 10, 1757 


John Wright Shoemaker & ) 
his Obediah Wright, Negro ) 4 
) 


Rachael, Judith 


On November 14, 1757, at Goochland County, Virginia, D.B. 7/206 John Wright 
and his wife Ann Wright and John Woodson of St. James Parish, Goochland County, 
sold 700 acres of land to William Rowntree: 


"This Indenture made this forteenth Day of November in the thirtyeth year of the 
Reign of our Sovereign lord king George the Second By the grace of god of great 
Britain France and Ireland king Defender of the Faith &c and in the year of our 
Lord Christ one thousand Seven hundred and fifty Seven Between John Wright 
and his wife Ann Wright and John Woodson of St. Jamesis parish Northam in 
the County of Goochland of the one part and William Rowntree Senr. of the 
parrish of St. pawls in the County of Hanover of the other part Witnesseth that 
for and in Consideration of the Sum of one hundred and fifty Seven pounds ten 
Shillings Current money of Virginia to the said John Wright in hand paid By the 
Said William Rowntree at or before the Sealing and Delivery of these presents 
the Receipt where of he Doth hereby Acknowledge and thereof doth Release 
Acquit & Discharge the said William Rowntree His heirs Executors & 
administrators Forever By these By these presents he the said John Wright and 
his Wife Ann Wright and John Woodson Have and hath granted Bargained sold 
& by these presents Do and Doth grant Bargain & sell unto the said William 
Rowntree his heirs and assigns Seven hundred acres of Land be the same more 
or less lying and being in Saint Jamess parish in the County of Goochland on the 
Branches of Beverdam Creek Beginning at a Corner pine on Majr. Josias paynes 
Line thence on the sd. line to a corner white Oake & hicory thence on the 
Deviding line to a corner Pine on William Drumvites Deced line thence on the 
said line to Richards povys line thence on the said Line to a corner Black Oake 
the same line continued to a corner pine the same line continued To a corner 
Read Oake on Philip Walkers line thence on the Said line to Corner pine the 
Same Line Continued to a Corner on Frances Smiths line thence on the Same 
line to Corner pinters The same line Continued to a Corner Scrube oake on John 
Bibys line thence on the said line To a Corner white oake the same line 
Continued to a Corner Spanish on John Sim Deced. thence on the said line to a 
Corner white oake the same line Continued to pointers the same line Continued 
to Corner pointers on Gilley Whitlocks line thence on the said line to corner 
Pointers on Thoms. Pleasants line thence on the said line to Majr. Josias Paynes 
line thence on the said paynes line To a Corner pine the same line Continued to 
a corner pine the same line continued to two Corner Read oakes the same line 
Continued to the place it first Began and all houses out houses Edifices 
Buildings yards Orchards gardens woods under woods trees ways waters water 
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Courses profits Commodities Heriditaments & apurtenances whatsoever to the 
said Seven hundred Acres of land Belonging or in any wise appertaing and the 
Reversion & Reversions Remainder and Remainders Rents Issues and profits 
Thereof and also all the Estate Right title & Interest use trust possesion Benefits 
property Claim and Demand of him the Said John Wright & his wife Ann Wright 
and John Woodson of in and to the Same & all Deeds Evidences and writings 
touching or in any wise concerning the Sd. Primises To have and To hold the Sd. 
Seven hundred acres of Land and primises before mentioned or Intended to be 
Hereby Bargained and sold with their & every of their Appertainences unto the 
said William Rowntree and of his heirs and assigns for ever and the said John 
Wright and his wife Ann Wright & John Woodson for themselves their heirs 
Executors & Admrs. Doth Covenant promise and Grant to and with the said 
William Rowntree his heirs and assigns By these presents that we the said John 
Wright and his Wife Ann Wright & John Woodson now at the time of the Sealing 
and Delivery of these presents is Lawfully and absolutely Seized of and in the 
Said Seven hundred acres of Land and premises hereby Bargained and Sold of 
a good Sure perfect & Indefeizable estate of Inheritance in fee Simple & hath in 
them Selves good Right true title and absolute authority to grant Bargain and Sell 
the same in Manner and form aforesaid and also that it shall and may be lawfull 
to and for the said William Rowntree his heirs and assigns from time to time & at 
all times for Ever hereafter peaceably and Quietly to have hold Use Occupy 
possess & Enjoy the Said Seven hundreds acres of land & premises without the 
lawfull let suit Trouble molestation or hindrance of them the said John Wright 
and his wife Ann Wright & John Woodson or any other persons or persons 
whatsoever and that they are free & Clear & freely and Clearly acquited 
Exinerated and Discharged of from and against all former and other Gifts grants 
Bargains Sales leases Entails Mortgages trusts forfitures or Causes of forfitures 
Rents Dowers and titles of Dowers titles Troubles & Charges and all other 
Incumbrances whatsoever and Likewise that we the Said John Wright and his 
wife Ann Wright & John Woodson their heirs Exrs & Admrs and all and every 
other person or persons having or Lawfully Claiming or to claim any Estate or 
Intrest of in or to the said Seven hundred Acres of land & primises Bargained 
and sold or any part thereof by from or under Him or them Shall & will from time 
to time and at all times hereafter upon the Reasonable Request and at the Cost 
& Charges in the Law of the Sd. William Rowntree his heirs & assigns make do 
& Execute or Cause and procure to be made & Executed all and every Such 
further and other Lawfull and Reasonable act and acts thing & things Divises 
Conveyances and assurances in the law whatsoever for the further Better more 
perfect and Absolute Conveying and Assuring the Sd. Seven hundred acres of 
Land & primises herein before mentioned or Intended to be hereby Bargained & 
Sold with their and Every of their appurtenances unto the sd. William Rowntree 
his heirs and assigns as by the Said William Rowntree his heirs or assigns or his 
or their Council learned in Law Shall Be lawfully & Reasonably Devised or 
Required And Lastly that we the Sd. John Wright and his Wife Ann his Wife & 
John Woodson the above granted primises and Every part and parcel thereof 
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unto the said William Rowntree his heirs and assigns against the Lawful Claim 
title and Demand of all and Every person & persons whatsoever Shall and will 
Warrant and for Ever Defend by these presents In Witness whereof the said 
John Wright and his Wife Ann Wright & John Woodson to these presents hath 
Set their hands & Seals the day & year first above written. 


Signed Sealed and 
Delivered In the 
presence of 

Jacob Oglesby 
John Puit 

Obediah Wright 


his 

John | Wright 
mark 
her 

Ann + Wright 
mark 


John Woodson 


Memorandum That full and peacable possession and Siesen of the Land & 
premises in his Deed mentioned to be granted was Delivered By the Said John 
Wright & his Wife Ann Wright & John Woodson to the Said William Rowntree in 
the presence of the witnesses Subscribed In Witness whereof The said John 
Wright & his wife Ann Wright & John Woodson have hereunto Set their hands 
and Seals the Day and Year within written. 


Jacob Oglesby 
John Puit 
Obediah Wright 


his 


John s| Wright 
mark — 
her 

Ann + Wright 
mark 


John Woodson 


| Do hereby acknowledge to have Receivd. of William Rowntree the full and Just 
sum of one hundred and fifty seven pounds ten Shillings current money being 
the consideration money within mention witness my hand this forteenth day of 
November Anno Dominy one thousand Seven hundred & fifty seven. | 


Jacob Oglesby 
John Puit 
Obediah Wright 


his 
John s| Wright 
mark 


At a court held for Goochland County November the 15th 1757. John Wright, 
Ann Wright, and John Woodson, acknowledged this Deed with the Livery of 
Seizin and Receipt Endorsed to be their Acts & Deeds which were Ordered to be 
recorded. Then the said Ann Wright (She being first privately examined) 
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Relinquished her Right of Dower in the land by this Deed conveyed which was 
also admitted to Record. 


Teste 
Val Wood Cl Cur." 

This was the land in dispute in the Chancery Court complaint filed by John 
Wright and Anne (Pryor) Wright and reflected a settlement of the dispute between the 
parties, as listed at the end of the complaint. Only 1779 John Wright of Prince Edward 
County is known to have had a son Obediah Wright and, therefore, the witness 
Obediah Wright on the deed would be that son, confirming the identity of the grantors of 
the deed. 


The map on the following page indicates the location of Beaverdam Creek in 
Goochland County. 
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On February 6, 1764, at Prince Edward County, Virginia, D.B. 2/233 John Wright 
purchased 420 acres of land on Plain Run and the Appomattox River from David and 
Mary Patteson and Robert and Frances Williamson: 


"This Indenture made this Sixth Day of February In the year of our Lord Christ 
One Thousand seven Hundred & sixty four 


Between David Patteson and Mary Patteson his Wife, and Robert Williamson 
and Frances his Wife of the one Part and John Wright of the other Part 
Witnesseth, that the said David Patteson and Mary his Wife and Robert 
Williamson & Frances his Wife for and in Consideration of the sum of Seventy 
Pounds Current Money of Virginia to them in hand Paid by the said John Wright 
the receipt whereof they do hereby Acknowledge hath given granted Bargained 
Sold Aliened Enfeoffed and Confirmed and by these Presents doth give grant 
Bargain Alien Enfoeff & Confirm unto the said John Wright and to his Heirs and 
Assigns for ever, One certain Tract or Parcel of Land situate lying and being in 
the County of Prince Edward on the North Side the Plain run containing Four 
hundred and Twenty Acres be the same more or Less and is bounded as 
followeth, (To Witt) Begining at an Ash on Appomattox River and runing thence 
south thirty Degrees East, One hundred and thirty four Poles to a Corner black 
Oak thence North seventy Degrees West Sixty four Poles to a corner in a naked 
Place Thence south fourteen Degrees West One hundred and Two Poles to a 
Corner White Oak thence South forty two Degrees East One hundred and Ten 
Poles to a Corner White Oak thence South Ten Degrees West Fifty Nine Poles | 
to a White Oak thence South Seventy one Degrees West Sixty Poles to a 
Hickory on the said Plain run thence up the said run as it Meanders to a black 
Gum, Thence off North thirty Degrees East one hundred and Twenty Seven 
Poles to a black Jack, Thence North Seventy four Degrees East Forty Poles to a 
black Jack Thence North Twenty nine Degrees East Fifty eight Poles to a white 
Oak, on Medes old line thence on his line which Mentioned to Patteson North 
Seventy six Degrees West to a shrub black Oak thence North due One hundred 
and Fifty two Poles to a Chestnut on the said River, then Down the said River as 
it Meanders to the first Station Together with all Houses Orchards Gardens 
Fences Waters & Water Courses, Woods & under Woods Profits Advantages 
Commodities and all other Appurtenances whatsoever to the Same Belonging or 
in any Wise Appertaining To Have and to hold the aforesaid Four Hundred and 
Twenty Acres Together with th afore Recited Premises and every Part & Parcel 
with their and every of their appurtenances unto the said John Wright and to his 
heirs & assigns for ever, to the only Proper Use and behoof of him the said John 
Wright and his Heirs and Assigns for ever and the said David Patterson & Mary 
his Wife and Robert Williamson & Frances his Wife for themselves their Heirs 
Executors and Administrators Doth Covenant and agree to and with the said 
John Wright and his Heirs Exrs. Admrs. and Assigns that the said Patteson and 
Mary his Wife and Williamson and Frances his Wife their Heirs &c the above 
Mentioned Lands Premises with their and every of their Appurtenances, unto the 
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said John Wright his Heirs and Assigns Against them the said David Patteson & 
Mary his Wife and Robert Williamson and Frances his Wife their Heirs Executors 
and Administrator and against all other persons Whatsoever shall and will 
Warrant and for ever by these Presents Defend In Witness whereof the said 
David Patteson and Mary his Wife & Robert Williamson and Frances his Wife 
hath here unto set their hands and affixed their seals the Day and year first 
above Written. 


Signed Sealed and ) David Patteson 
Delivered ) Mary Patteson 

In the Presence of Us) Robert Williamson 
Thos. Patteson Junr. 

Pryor Wright 


James Patteson 
Peter Patteson 


Memorandum, 


That on the sixth day of February One Thousand seven Hundred & sixty Four 
Quiet and Peaceable Possession & seizen of the Lands and Tenements within 
Mentioned was had & Taken by the within Named David Patteson and Mary his 
Wife; and Robert Williamson and Frances his Wife, and by them was Delivered 
to the Within Named John Wright According to the form and Effect of the Within 
Written Deed. 


In the Presence of Us ~ David Patteson 
Thos Patteson Junr Mary Patteson 
Pryor Wright - Robert Williamson 


James Patteson 
Peter Patteson 


Recd. of the within Named John Wright the Sum of Seventy Pounds Current 
Money of Virginia it being in full the Consideration Money in this Deed Mentioned 


Fhos. Patteson Junr. Received of me 
Pryor Wright David Patteson 
James Patteson 

Peter Patteson 


At a Court held for Prince Edward County the 20th Day of August 1764 This 
Deed From David Patteson & Mary his Wife and Robert Williamson With the 
Memorandum thereon Endorsed and Receipt (Signed only by David Patteson) 
was Presented in Court and Proved by the Oaths of Pryor Wright and James 
Patteson Two of the Witnesses thereto, And at one other Court held for the 
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same County the 27th Day of September Next following it was Further proved by 

the Oath of Thomas Patterson Junr. and Ordered to be Recorded." 

The map on the following page indicates the location of Plain Run Branch that 
flows into the Appomattox River. 

Processioners' Returns for St. Patrick's Parish, Prince Edward County, Virginia, 
1760-1767, reported in The Virginia Genealogist, Vol. 32, page 38, included the 
following listing: 

"At a Vestry held for St. Patricks parish in Prince Edward County the 19th day of 

October 1767.... 


Ordered that John Wright, William Thirman, Richard Bennet Richard Wooldridge 
or any two of them procession all the lands from the uper end of theirs to 
Sannies Creek Vaughans Creek from Walkers Road to the County line... ." 


The map on the following page also indicates the location of Vaughan Creek. 
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In July 1770 at Prince Edward County, Virginia, Court Order Book 4/307 the case 
of John Wright versus Noel Waddill was dismissed: 
"July Court 1770 


John Wright Pit 
against ) Case Dismissed at Def Costs 
Noel Waddill Def )" 


In June 1778 at Goochland County, Virginia, Ct.0.B. 13/39 John Bolling 


appeared to answer the complaint of John Wright and the case was referred for trial: 


"John Wright Plt 
agst ) In Trespass on the Case 
John Bolling Deft. ) 


This Day came the parts. by their Att: and the Deft. defends the force & injury 
when & where &c. and for plea saith he is not guilty in manner & form as the plt. 
agst. him hath alledged and of this he put himself upon the Country & the pit. 
likewise and the plt. agrees that the Deft. may give any special matter in 
Evidence at the trial of the issue wch is respited ‘til the next Court." 


As will be set forth below, the John Wright of this case is identified as 1779 John Wright 
by a later notice of his death in the proceedings. 


In June 1778 at Goochland County, Virginia, Ct.O.B. 13/99 the case of John 
Wright v. John Bolling was continued: 


"John Wright pit. ) 

agst. ) In Trespass on the Case 
John Bolling Deft. ) 

Continued." 


In February 1779 at Goochland County, Virginia, Ct.O.B. 13/140 the case of 
John Wright v. John Bolling was abated by reason of John Wright's death: 


"John Wright Pit. ) 
agst. ) In Trespass on the Case 
John Bolling Deft. ) 


Abated by Pits. death." 
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The listing of John Wright's death in this court order identifies the John Wright of the 
case as 1779 John Wright of Prince Edward County and indicates that he had died by 
about mid-February 1779. 

In March 1779 at Goochland County, Virginia, Ct.O.B. 13/162 John Woodson 
was awarded 230 pounds of tobacco for being a witness in the case of Wright v. 
Bolling: 

"On the motion of John Woodson a Witness for John Wright agst. John Bolling, it 

is ordered that the said Wright pay him for two days Attendance and coming and 


returning from Albemarle County sixty Miles twice two hundred & thirty pounds of 
Tobacco." 


In April 1779 at Goochland County, Virginia, Ct.O.B. 13/163 Charles Christian, | 
the elder, was awarded 50 pounds of tobacco for being a witness in the case of Wright 


v. Bolling: 


"On the motion of Charles Christian (the Elder) a Witness for John Wright agst. 
John Bolling it is ordered that the said Wright pay him for two days Attendance, 
fifty pounds of Tobacco." 


The will of 1779 John Wright of Prince Edward County was dated March 18, 
1775, probated on April 20, 1779, at Prince Edward County, Virginia, W.B. 1/218, and 
provided as follows: 


"In The name of God amen | John Wright of the County of Prince Edward and 
ot. Patricks Parish week in body but of a sound & perfect mind thanks be to god 
but Calling to mind the uncertainty of this life do make and declare this to be my 
last will & testament in manner & form as Followeth Viz first | Recommend my 
soul to Almighty god who gave it to me and my body to the Earth from whence it 
came to be deasantly burried at the descression of my Executors hereafter to be 
named & whatever estate it hath been Please god to bless me with after my just 
Debts are paid | dispose of in the manner & form following 


| Lend unto my Dearly beloved wife ann wright during her nautral life or 
widowhood all my Estate of whatsoever kind now in my possession and after her 
death or marriage to be disposed of as | shall heareafter mention. 


Imprimus, | give and bequeath unto my son David Wright my negro woman 
named Dinah to him and his Heirs foreve, also her child Molley 
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ltam | give unto my son Thos. Wright thirty Pounds Current money to be paid to 
him by my son James wright within five years after my death for his part of a 
negro boy - 


ltam | give unto my son obadiah Wright my negro man named Dick also my 
negro girl named Fanna but if my said son obadiah should die without heir of his 
body lawfully begotten than the said negroes Dick & Fanna with their Increase to 
Return unto my Estate & to be sold and the money to be divided between my 
children that shall be then living 


Item, | give and bequeath unto my son Preyor Wright my negro man named 
Peter aleas primas now in his possession. - 


ltem, | give and bequath unto my son James Wright all my Tract or parcel of land 
in the County & parish aforesaid Containing four hundred acres be the same 
more or less, | give & bequeath unto my son James my negroes, (to wit) Ben 
Rachal, Hannah, Bristo and york also all my stock of Horses cattle hoggs & 
sheep also all the reminder of my houshold furniture and all working Tools to him 
and his Heirs forever he the said James paying to Thos. Wright my granson 
twenty pounds & to John Wright fifteen Pounds within five yeares after my death 


ltam | lend unto my daughter Elizabeth Wright during her life my negro woman 
named Judah and my negro girl named Dilce one feather bed and furniture and 
after her death | give and bequeath the said negro woman Judah and girl Dilce 
with their increase unto my grandDaughter Chloe Wright and her Heirs for ever, 
and if she should die without heir the said negroes to be sold and the money 
devided Between my children that shall be then surviving 


ltam | give and bequeath unto my daughter Mary Williamson my negro girl 
named Jeney now in her possession to her and her Heirs forever 


ltem | give and bequeath unto my grandDaughter Ann Coleman my negro girl 
named sue to the Heirs of her body lawfully begotton also one feather Bed and if 
she shold fail of such Heir than the said negro girl sue and her Increase | give 
unto my grand son David Coleman & his Heirs & if he should die without heir or 
under the age of twenty one years my will and desire is that the said negro girl 
sue with her Increase assend & return unto my son James Wright & his Heirs 
forever 


tam it is my will and desire that my Estate all be Kept together till all my just 
debts are paid and that their be no appraisment on my Estate and | do hereby 
constitute and appoint my truly & well beloved sons David Wight and James 
Wright Executors of this my last will and Testament to which | have hereunto sett 
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to and affixed my hand and seal this Eighteenth day of March one thousand 
seven Hundred & seventy five - 


Signed seal'd Pub- his 

lished & declared to John X Wright 
be his last will and mark 
Testament in presents 

of us 

Charles Patterson 

Harris Pryor 

Landis Paterson 


Prince Edward April Court 1779 This Last Will and Testament of John Wright 
Decd was presented in Court and proved by the Winesses thereto & ordered that 
the same be recorded on the motion of David Wright and James right the 
Executors therein named who gave Bond and took the oath required by law 
Certificate for obtaining a probat in due form is granted them - 


Test 
Fran Watkins" 


From this record the following family can be identified, including the one named 


beneficiary, John, for whom no relationship was given: 


Wife: Ann Wright; 

son: David Wright; 
son: Thomas Wright; 
son: Obediah Wright; 
son: Pryor Wright; 
Son: James Wright; 
Grandson: Thomas Wright; 
? John Wright; 
Daughter: Elizabeth Wright; 
Granddaughter: Chloe Wright; 
Daughter: Mary Williamson; 
Granddaughter: Ann Coleman; and 
Grandson: David Coleman. 


The language of the will leaves open the question of whether John Wright was a 
grandson like Thomas or some other relation, such as a son. As will be set forth below, 
1779 John Wright did have a son John, but the reference in the will was to his grandson 


John, the son of his son John. The son Obediah Wright was probably the witness on 
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Goochland County, Virginia, Deed 7/206 and the son Pryor Wright was probably the 


witness on Prince Edward County, Virginia, Deed 2/233. 


The inventory and appraisement of the estate of 1779 John Wright was dated 


June 12, 1779, and filed in February 1780 at Prince Edward County, Virginia, W.B. 


1/226: 


"Prince Edward An Inventory of the Personable Estate of John Wright Deceased 


Negroes Juday, Rachel, Ben, Bristow, York, Hannah, Dilce, Sue, Dinah, Moll, 
Toby, Fanney, Dick, Peter, Jemmey, Jacob, and Ben, 2 Horse kind 18 Neat 


Cattle 29 Head of Hoggs 24 sheep 6 Beds an Furniture one Dish 2 Tables, Two 


Pewter Dishes, 2 Basons 6 Plates 1 Teakittle and other things thereunto 
belonging 2 Hhd Tobaco Money in hand £100.10 2 Ploughs, 2 axes 2 Grubing 
hoes 5 weeding hoes one Grindstone 2 smooth Guns, 2 Chests, 7 sides of Tand 
Leather hand saw, augur goudge 2 Chissels 2 iron Wedges 2 pots frying pan 
and three wheels Given under our hands June the 12th 1779 


David Wright Exr. 
James Wright Exr. 


Prince Edward February Court 1780, This Inventory of the Estate of John Wright 
deceased was returned, and ordered to be recorded. 


Test 
Frank Watkins DC" 


From the evidence set forth above and additional evidence set forth below, the 


children of 1779 John Wright of Prince Edward County and Ann (Pryor) Wright were the 
following: 


1) Thomas Wright, born before June 11, 1730, 
2) David Wright, born before June 11, 1732, and probably between June 10, 


1730, and June 11, 1732, 


3) John Wright, 
4) Nancy or Ann or Nancy Ann (Wright) Coleman, born about 1734 or 


probably before 1741 at Virginia, probably at Goochland County, 


5) Obediah Wright, born before June 11, 1736, and probably between 


June 10, 1732 and June 11, 1736, 
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6) Pryor Wright, born probably before 1749 probably at Goochland County, 
Virginia, | 

7) James Wright, born between 1749 and 1751 and probably before 1751 
probably at Goochland County, Virginia, 

8) — Elizabeth Wright, and 

9) Mary (Wright) Williamson, born probably before 1760. 


A. 1805 Thomas Wright Of Campbell County, His Non-Wife Sylvia ( ) 


( ) Wright, And His Descendants 
1805 Thomas Wright of Campbell County was a son of 1779 John Wright 


of Prince Edward County and Anne (Pryor) Wright. (1779 John’) 

The 1746 Tithe List for Goochland County, Virginia, listed Thomas Wright in the 
John Wright household: 

"[174]6 June 10 List Tithables Taken p Jno Payne 


Jno Wright Tiths Thos Wright, 
Negro Judy, 3 


The appearance of 1779 John Wright's son Thomas Wright in the 1746 list indicates a 
date of birth for Thomas before June 11, 1730. 

The 1748 Tithe List for Goochland County, Virginia, listed Thomas Wright in the 
John Wright household on June 10: 

"List Tithables Taken June 10th 1748 p John Payne 


Jno Wright shoemaker Tithes ) 
Thos Wright, David Wright, Jude ) 4 


On September 1, 1774, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Loose Papers 


in an accounting between Pryor Wright and Ross & Hook, Thomas Wright was listed as 


having been paid £9, 1S, and 6p for a hogshead of 1089 pounds of tobacco: 
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"Dr = Mr Pryor Wright Sterl Currency 
1772 to Ross & Hook 


To Thomas Wright for 
1 Hogshead Tobo 1089 16/8 9.1.6 


The will of 1779 John Wright dated March 18, 1775, and probated on April 20, 
1779, at Prince Edward County, Virginia, W.B. 1/218 listed Thomas Wright as one of 
his sons: 


"....Itam - | give unto my son Thos. Wright thirty pounds curr. money to be paid 
to him by my son James Wright within five years after my death, for his part of a 
negro boy-...." 


The will also named other children of 1779 John Wright. As will be more fully set forth 
below, the law suits of Davidson v. Wright, File 525, and Wright v. Fleming, File 578, 
Lynchburg Superior Court of Law and Chancery, listed some of those same children 
and identified the Thomas Wright who died in 1805 in Campbell County as their brother 
and, therefore, the son of 1779 John Wright of Prince Edward County. 

On July 2, 1779, at Bedford County, Virginia, D.B. 6/253 Thomas Wright 
purchased 370 acres of land in Bedford County from Charles and Sarah Caffery: 


"This Indenture made the second day of July in the year one Thousand Seven 
hundred and Seventy Nine Between Charles Caffery and Sarah his wife of the 
County of Bedford of the one part and Thomas Wright of the same County of the 
other part Witnesseth that the said Charles Caffery and Sarah his wife for and in 
Consideration of the sum of one Thousand five hundred pounds Current money 
of Virginia to them in hand paid the Receipt whereof they doth hereby 
acknowledge hath granted Bargained sold Released and Confirm and by these 
presents doth grant Bargain sell Release and confirm unto the said Thomas 
Wright and to his Heirs and assigns forever one Certain Tract of-Land Containing 
three hundred and seventy acres be the same more or less lying being in the 
County of Bedford on Beaver Creek and Bounded as foweth towite Beginning at 
a Poplor Standing one North side of the said Creek on the Bank at the upper end 
of a piece of narrow Lowgrounds runing thence down the creek according to its 
Meanders Seventy Eight Poles to a walnut tree thence Crossing the Creek South 
forty two Degrees East forty poles to pointers North forty Eight Degrees East 
thirty nine poles to a Chestnut oak North thirty one Degrees East Eighty Seven 
poles to Pointers north Sixty four degrees east one hundred and Thirty poles to 
pointers north Eight degrees east Sixty four poles to Pointers west Three 
Hundred and Sixty poles Crossing the Creek to a small pine South one hundred 
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and seventy poles to pointers East Seventy [or Twenty] Eight poles to pointers 
Sough twenty five degrees west Seventy four poles to a pine thence South fifty 
five degrees East forty Two poles Crossing a Bend of the Creek to the first 
Station with all Woods Swamps Meadows and all other profits and Commodities 
to the same belonging and all the Estate Title Intrest Claim and Demand 
whatsoever of him the said Charles Caffery and Sarah his wife of in and to the 
said Land and premises and every part thereof To have and to Hold the said 
Tract of Land and all Other the before granted premises with their 
appurtenances unto the said Thomas Wright and to his Heirs and assigns 
forever to the only proper use and behoof of him the said Thomas Wright his 
Heirs and assigns forever and the said Charles Caffery and Sarah his wife for 
them and there Heirs the said Land and premises againste them and there Heirs 
and from all persons Claiming from by or under him them or any of them to the 
said Thomas Wright shall and will Warrant and forever defend by there presents 
In Witness whereof the said Charles Caffery & Sarah his wife hath hereunto 
there hands and Seals the day and year above written. 


Signed Sealed and Deli- 
vered In presence of 
Samuel Hairston 
Stephen Perrow 

Peter Williamson 


his 
C Caffery 
mark 
her 

+  Caffery 
mark 


Memorandum That on the second day of July one thousand seven hundred and 
seventy nine peaceable possession and Seisin of the within mentioned Land and 
premises with there appurtenances was hand and Taken by the within named 
Charles Caffery and by him Delivered to the within named Thomas Wright his 


Heirs and assigns forever 


In presence of ) 
Samuel Hairston _) 
Stephen Perrow __) 
Peter Williamson _ ) 


his 

| Caffery 
mark 
her 

+  Caffery 
mark" 


The land was located in the part of Bedford County which became part of Campbell 


County upon its formation in 1782 and the location of Beaver Creek is shown on the 


map on the following page: 
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The 1782 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Thomas Wright with 
the following property: 


| Quty of Value Tax 
Names Land eS. £Sd 
Thomas Wright 370 100.22.00 1.00.00 


This record reflects the purchase of 370 acres of land by Bedford County Deed 6/253. 
The 1783 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Thomas Wright with 
the following property: 


Quty of Value — Tax 
Names Land £Sd £Sd 
Thomas Wright 3/0 220.0.0 3.6.0 


On April 3, 1783, at Campbell County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 1/155 
the claim of Thomas Wright for provisions furnished in the Revolutionary War was 
certified: 


“Thomas Wright proved that he furnished John Ward Commissioner of the 

Provision Law with Two Hundred and Twenty five pound of Beef Also Pasturage 

for Forty Horses Twelve Hours employed in Removing Publick Stores. Which is 

Ordered to be Certified." 

In May 1783 at Campbell County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 1/169 the 
court appointed Thomas Wright to survey and repair the Ross Ferry Road: 

"Ordered that Thomas Wright be appointed Surveyor of Ross's Ferry Road from 

James River to David Flemings And it is Ordered that the hands convenient to 

the said Road Assist the said Surveyor in keeping the same in good repair." 

In June 1784 at Campbell County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 1/391 the 
case of Nicholas Cabell versus Thomas Wright was continued: 


"Nicholas Cabell Exor of William Cabell Decd Plfts _) 
against ) 
Thomas Wrights Defts. ) 


This day came the Parties by their Attorneys and on the Motion of the Defts. by 
his Attorney he prays and has leave to Imparle till the next Court." 
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In August 1784 at Campbell County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 1/439 


the case of Cabell v. Wright was referred to trial at the next court: 


"Nicholas Cabell Exor. of William Cabell ) 
Decd Pift  ) 
Against ) In case 
Thomas Wright Deft ) 


This day came the Parties by their Attorneys and the Deft pleads the General 

Issue and of this he Putteth himself upon the Country and the Pift. likewise 

Therefore the trial of the Issue is referred till the’ next Court" 

In November 1784 at Campbell County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 1/515 
a grand jury presentment against Thomas Wright for not keeping the Ross Ferry Road 
in repair was dismissed: 

"Upon the Presentment of the Grand Jury Against Thomas Wright Surveyor of 

the Road from Rosses Ferry to David Flemings for not keeping the same in good 

repair. It is Ordered to be Dismissed" 

The 1785 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed 


Thomas Wright with the following household: 
| | Tax on Whites Blacks Biks 


No of Carg(?) Over Under Over 
Tithes Horses 21 16 16 
Thomas Wright 1 5 4 
Total Nette Wheels for = 
Blacks Horses Cattle Riding Carriages Licenses 
9 5 20 


The 1785 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Thomas Wright with 


the following property: 
Names Acres Value Tax 





Thomas Wright | 3/70 220.0.0 3.6.0 
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In December 1785 at Campbell County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 2/283 
the court issued an order for Thomas Wright to be compelled to appear in a suit for 
debt: 


"James Dixon Assee William Page Plts ) 
aot. ) In Debt 
Thomas Dunn and Thomas Wright Dfts ) 


The Defendants not appearing, On the Motion of the Plaintiffs by their Attorney, 
It is Ordered that an Alias Capias Issue against the said Defendants returnable 
to the next Court." 
The 1786 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed 
Thomas Wright with the following household: 
Taxon Whites Blacks Blacks 


Covering Over Over Under 
Horses 21 16 16 
Thomas Wright 1 4 6 
Total Nette Wheels for Ordinary 
Blacks Horses Cattle Riding Carriages Licenses 


10 SS) 18 


In January 1787 at Campbell County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 3/44 the 
court appointed Thomas Wright and others to view the way for a road from Ross's Ferry 
to the court: 


"Ordered that Thomas Wright Sackville King Stephen Perrow Daniel Perrow & 
Thomas Dunn or any three of ‘em being 1st sworn View the nearest & best way 
from Rosses ferry on James River to this place." 


In May 1787 at Campbell County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 3/107 


Thomas Wright served on a jury: 


"Perkins vs Talbot - A Jury Sworn to try the Issue Joind (to wit) William Gilliam 
John Shattle, Micajah Mooreman, Joseph Davison, John Webber, Peter Claywell 
Robert Stevens, Robert Hughes, William Evan Benjamin Beachboard, Thomas 
Wright Henry Eidson ret'd. a Verdt. for the PIf & Jd. Adj" 
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The 1787 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed 
Thomas Wright with the following household on May 12: 
Persons names Names of white number of 


date of Recg lists chargeable maile tithables white maile 
from Individuals with the Tax above 21 years tithables Over 16 
May 12 Thomas Wright Thomas Wright 1 

Blacks above Blacks under Horses Mares Ordin. Stud Price pr 


16 years 16 years & Coalts Cattel License Horses Seson 


4 <) 8 18 


The 1787 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Thomas Wright with 
the following property: 





Persons Names Number Yearlyrent Quantity Rate of Land 
Owning Land of Lots of Lotts of Land pr. Acre 
Thomas Wright 370 11.11% 
Total amount Amount of tax at 
of Valuation one & half pr. Cent 

220.00 3.06.0 


In 1787 at Campbell County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 3/149 Thomas 
Wright was listed in the County Levy for killing seven wolves: 
"A State of the County Levy for the Year 1787 


To Thomas Wright for 7 Young Wolves 350 


The 1788 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed 
Thomas Wright with the following household on May 1: 
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Date of 
Receiving Persons Names 
Lists from Chargeable 
Individuals with the Tax 
May 1 Thomas Wright 
Blacks Blacks Horses 
above under Mares & 
16 years 16 years Coalts 
4 2 8 
Practising Billiard 
Physician Tables 


Names of Number of 
white maile white maile 
Tithables tithables Above 
above 21 years 16 & under 21 
Thomas Wright 

No. Rate of 

Stud covering Ordinary 

Horses ing Season Licence 


The 1788 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Thomas Wright with 


the following property: 


Persons Names Number yearlyAmt Quantity 
Owning Land ofLots ofLots of Land 
Thomas Wright 370 


Total amount of valuation 
of land Exclusive of lots 


Amount of tax at 
one & half Per Cent 


3.06.0 


Rate of Land 
Per Acre 


11.10% 


In March 1789 at Campbell County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 3/194 


Thomas Wright served on a jury: 


"McKenny vs Dixons Exors N. Enz(’?) set aside G. Issue. A Jury Sworn to try the 
Issue Joind to wit, William Haslett, Gideon Lea, Edmd. Franklin, Augustine 
Potter, Jesse Blankinship, William Bumpess Griffin Lewis Junr, John Markam, 
John Venable, Thomas Wright, Charles Caffery & Nathl. Booth Ret'd Verdt. for 


the Plf. for £45-10 Dam & Jd. Acg" 


In March 1789 at Campbell County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 3/198 


Thomas Wright served on another jury: 
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"Venable vs Branch - A Jury Sworn to En__ of Damages to wit James Buford, 
Robert Snoddy Joseph Jackson, Robert Hughes, Merry Carter, Augustin Potter, 
Jr Canifax, Jesse Absten Jno Webber, Gideon Lea, Thos. Wright & Martin 
Mason Retd a Verd. for the PIf for £10. Dam & Jd. Acg" 


The 1789 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed 
Thomas Wright with the following household on April 23: 


Date of No. of 

Receivg Persons Names Names of white white males Blacks 
List from | Chargable male Tythables over 16 & over 
Individuals with the Tax above 21 Years under 21 16 

Apl 23 Thomas Wright Tho. Wright 5 


Blacks Horses No. of Rate of 
over12& Mares Stud Covering Ordinary Carriage Practising Billard 
under16 &Colts Horses per Season Licence Wheels Physicians Tables 








1 8 


The 1789 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Thomas Wright with 
the following property: 


Persons Names No. of Yearly Rent Quantity Rate of land 
Owning Land Lots of Lots of land per Acre 
Thomas Wright 370 11.10% 
Total amount of vaiuation Amount of tax 
of land Exclusive of lots at one per Cent 

220.0.0 2.04.0 


In April 1790 at Campbell County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 3/273 the 
court appointed Thomas Wright and others to view the way for a road around John 
Forbe's plantation: 


"Danl Perrow, Thos Wright, John Depriest Jr Wm Gilliam are ord to view a way 
round Jno Forbes planation in the room of the former way & report the 
Conveniences & inconv attending the same" 
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In May 1790 at Campbell County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 3/284 


Thomas Wright served on a jury: 


"John Depriest vs Nathan Depriest Wt. Eng. set aside & Genl. Issue - A Jury 
sworn to try the Issue Joind to wit Moses Fuqua, Obadiah Fuqua Thomas 
Wright, Prior Wright, John Mooreman, John Akers, Thomas Stroud, Benjamin 
Johnson Senr. Devrix Williamson, David Williamson Donald Warren, & John 
Quarles out of Court to Consult of their Verdt." 


The 1790 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed 
Thomas Wright with the following household on June 25: 


Date of No. of 

Recvg Persons Names Names of White male Whites 

List from Chargable Tythables above over 16 & Blacks 
Individuals with The Tax 21 years of age under 21 over 16 
June 25 Thomas Wright Thomas Wright 6 
Blacks Horses No.of Rate of 


over12& Mares Stud Covering Ordinary Carriage _ Billard 
under16 &cColts Horses perSeason Licence Wheels Tables 


8 


The 1790 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Thomas Wright with 
the following property: 


Persons Names No.of Yearly Rent Quantity Rate of land 
Owning Land Lots of Lots of land per Acre 
Thomas Wright | 3/70 11.10% 
Total Amt. of Valuation of Amt. of Tax at 
land Exclusive of lots 3/4 Per Cent 

220.0.0 1.13.0 


On February 3, 1791, at Campbell County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 
3/332 Thomas Wright was appointed to appraise the estate of John Caffery: 


"Thos. Wright Stephen Parrow, Danl Parrow & Thos. Dunn Aptd. to Appraise the 
sd Estate [John Caffery]." 
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The 1791 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed 


Thomas Wright with the following household on June 2: 


Date of | Persons Names of White male No. of Whites 
Recvg Chargable Tythables above over 16 & Blacks 
List with The Tax 21 years of Age under 21 over 16 
June2 Thomas Wright Thomas Wright : 6 
Blacks Horses’ No. of Rate of 
over12& Mares Stud Covg. p Ordinary Cariage Billard 
under16 &Colts Horses Season Licence Wheels Tables 

8 


The 1791 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Thomas Wright with 
the following property: 


Persons Names No.of YearlyRent Quantity Rate of land 
Owning Land Lots of Lots of Land P. Acre 
Thos. Wright 370 11.10% 
Total Amt. of Valuation Amt. of Tax at 
of Land Exclusive of Lots 3/8ths P Cent 

220.0.0 16.6 


On September 1, 1791, at Campbell County, Virginia, D.B. 3/110 Thomas Wright 
emancipated his slave Robert when he reached age 21: 

"September 1, 1791 Campbell County 

| the subscriber having under my care a negro Boy named Robert aged Eleven 

years the thirtieth of June last, and being desirous of giving him his freedom do 

for myself my heirs etc relinquish all right title and claim to the said Robert or any 

Estate he shall acquire after he shall arrive to the age of twenty One years which 


will be in the year of our Lord 1801 Given under my hand day and date 
aforesaid. 


Thos Wright 
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At a Court held for Campbell County September 1st 1791 The within 
manumission was acknowledged by Thomas Wright party thereto and ordered to 
be Recorded. 


Test 

Ro Alexander C.C.C. 
A Copy Teste 

Jno Alexander D.C." 


As will be set forth below, the slave Robert was 1805 Thomas Wright's son by his slave 


Sylvia. 


The 1792 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed 


Thomas Wright with the following household on June 1: 


Dage Names of White No. of 
Recvg Persons Names’ male Tythables Whites 
List from Chargable above 21 Years over16& Blks 
Individuals with The Tax of Age under21 over 16 
June 1 Thomas Wright Thomas Wright | 6 

Horses 
Blks over12 Mares No.of Stud Rate of Covg. Ordinary Carrg Bild. 
&underi6  &Colts Horses&c p Season Licence Wheels Tables 


9 








The 1792 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Thomas Wright with 


the following property: 


Persons Names No.of Yearly Rent Quantity Rate of Land 
Owning Lands Lotts of Lotts of Land P. Acre 
370 11.10% 


Thomas Wright 


Total Amt. of Valuation of 
land Exclusive of Lotts 


220.0.0 


Amt. of Tax at 
3/8ths P Cent 


16.6 


The 1793 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed 


Thomas Wright with the following household on April 4: 
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Date Recd Persons Names’ Names of white male No. of Wht 


List from Chargable Tythables above over 16 Blks 
Individuals With The Tax 21 Years of Age &undr21 over 16 


April 4 Thomas Wright Thomas Wright 6 


Blks over Horses’ No. of Rate of 





12 & Mares Stud Covd. p Ordinary Carg Billard 
undl 16 & Colts Horses Season Licence Wheels Tables 
8 


The 1793 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Thomas Wright with 
the following property: 


Persons Names No. of YearlyRent Quantity Rate of land 
Owning Lands Lots of Lots of Land Per Acre 
Thomas Wright 370 11.10% 
Total Amt. of Valuation of Amt. of Tax at 
land Exclusive of Lotts 3/8ths P Cent 

220.0.0 11.0 


The 1794 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed 
Thomas Wright with the following household on May 1: 


Persons Names Names W. Tithes W.O. 16 B.o. 
Date List Cha. wth the Tax above 21 Years un. 21 ~—616 
May 1 Thomas Wright Tho. Wright 6 
B.o. 12 S: rate ord. Carr 
un 16 Horses Horses coverg. Licence Wheels 
1 9 


The 1794 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Thomas Wright with 
the following property: 
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Persons Names No. 
Owning Lands Lotts 


Thomas Wright 


Total Amot. of Valuation of 
land Exclusive of Lotts 


220.0.0 


Yearly Rent Quantity Rate of land 
of Lotts of Land P Acre 
370 11.10% 


Amot. of Tax 
at 1/4th P Ct 


11.0 


The 1795 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed 


Thomas Wright with the following household on April 24: 


Date Persons Names White B. B. 

of List Chad With the Tax Tithes O. 16 iN2 Horses 

Apl 24 Thomas Wright 1 6 1 8 

S. rate ordinary Billard Coaches& Other 4 

Horses coverg. licence Tables Chariots W.Car Chairs 


The 1795 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Thomas Wright with 


the following property: 





Persons Names No. Yearly Rent Quantity Rate of 
Owning Lands lotts of Lotts of Land land P Acre 
Thomas Wright 370 11.10% 
Total Amot. of Value of Amot. of Tax 
land Exclusive of Lotts at 1/4 P Ct 

220.0.0 11.0 


The 1796 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed 


Thomas Wright with the following household on June 4: 


Date Persons Names B. B. 
of List Char With the Tax Whites O 16 O. 12 
June 4 Thomas Wright 1 6 1 
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Horses 


S. rate ordina. B. Coaches& 2 Wheel 
Horses _covg. licence Tables Chariots Char. 


The 1796 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Thomas Wright with 


the following property: 


Persons Names No. Yearly Rent Quantity Rate of 
Owning Lands lotts of Lotts of Land Land P Acre 
Thomas Wright 370 11.10% 
Total Amot. of Valu. Amot. of Tax 
of land Exclu of Lotts at 1/4 P Cent 

220.0.0 11.0 


The 1797 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed 
Thomas Wright with the following household on April 6: 


Date of | Persons Names B.O. B.O. 

List 1797 Chared With the Tax White 16 _ 12 _ Horses 
Apl 6 Thomas Wright 1 6 

5: rate Ordina. Billard Coaches Other 4 2 

Horses COV. Licence Tables Chariots Wheels Wheels 


The 1797 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Thomas Wright with 


the following property: 


Persons Names No. Yearly Rent Quantity Rate of Land 
Owning Lands — Lotts of Lotts of Land P Acre 
Thomas Wright 3/70 11.10% 
Total Amot. of Valu. of Amot. of Tax 
land Exclu of Lotts at 1/4 P Cent 

220.0.0 11.0 
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The 1798 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed 
Thomas Wright with the following household on May 14: 


Date of Persons Names B.O. B.O. 
List Charged With the Tax Whites 16_ 12.-. Horses 
May 14 Thos Wright 1 7 7 


S.Horses rate C. Ordina Stores Coaches Other4 2 Wheels 











The 1798 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Thomas Wright with 
the following property: 


Persons Names No. ____ Of Lotts Quantity Rate of Land 
Owning Lands Lotts & there No. of land Pr Acre 
Thos Wright 370 11.11% 
Total Amot. of Valu. of Amot. of Tax 
land Exclu of lotts @ 7/6 

133.34 2.19 


The 1799 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed 
Thomas Wright with the following household on July 8: 


Date of Persons Names B.O. B.O. 

the List Chargeable with the Tax Whites 16_ 12. horses 
July 8 Thos Wright 1 4 1 5) 

S. rate the O. Phatans & 2 wheel Dollars 


horses covered licenc Coaches Waggons’ Carriages Cents 
2.00 


The 1799 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Thomas Wright with 
the following property: 
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Persons Names’ Yearly__ofLotts Quantity Rate of land 


Owning Land & there No. of Land Pr Acre 
Thos. Wright 3/70 1.98 


Total Amot. of Valu. of | Amot. of Tax 


land Exclu of lotts @48Cts 
733.34 3.52 


On April 14, 1800, at Campbell County, Virginia, D.B. 5/85 Thomas Wright 
executed a second emancipation of his slaves: 


"| Thos Wright of Campbell County from meture deliberate consideration being 
fully persuad that freedom is the Natural right of all mankind do therefore declare 
that having under my care three Malatto garles namely Betsy sixteen years of 
age Mary fourteen Eliza seven years of age also a negro garl named Riah three 
years of age | do hereby for myself my heirs Exors or admrs or any person 
claiming for by or under me relinquish all my write title or Claim thereto Estate 
they may acquire after they shall attain to the age of Eighteen years. In witness 
whereof | have hereto set my hand and seal this 14th day of April one thousand 
and eight hundred 


Thos Wright 
At A Court Held for Campbell County April 14th 1800 


This Deed of Manumission was acknowledged by Thomas Wright party thereto 
and Ordered to be Recorded. 


Teste 
Ro. Alexander C.C.C." 
As will be set forth below, these three slaves were also the children of 1805 Thomas 
Wright by his slave Sylvia. 
The 1800 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed 
Thomas Wright with the following household on April 23: 


Date of Persons Names B.O. B.O. 
List Chd. with the Tax Whites 16. 12_ Horses 
Apr 23 Thos Wright 1 5 1 3?) 
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S. O. Dollars 
horses Rate C licenc Coaches P&W 4 2 Cents 








3.24 


The 1800 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Thomas Wright with 
the following property: 


Persons Names No. of Yearly Rent of Quantity Rate of land 
Owning Lands Lotts Lotts & there No. of Land Pr Acre 
Thos. Wright 370 1.98 
Total Amt. of Value of Amt. 
land Exclusive of lotts of Tax 

733.34 . 3.52 


On February 9, 1801, at Campbell County, Virginia, D.B. 5/240 Thomas Wright 
executed a further emancipation of his slaves: 


"| Thomas Wright of Campbell County from mature deliberate consideration 
being fully persuaded that freedom is the natural right of all mankind do therefore 
declare that having under my care two negroes namely Anna aged twenty eight 
and James aged twenty six | do hereby for my self my heirs or executors or any 
person claiming by for or under me relinquishing all my Wright and Title or claim 
either to their persons or to any estate they may acquire In witness whereof | 
have hereunto set my hand and seal this ninth February one thousand eight 
hundred and one 


Thos Wright. 
At A Court Held for Campbell County February 9th 1801 


The within manumission was acknowledged by Thomas Wright party thereto and 
ordered to be Recorded. 


Examined Teste 
Ro. Alexander C.C.C." 


As will be set forth below, these two slaves were the children of Thomas Wright's slave 


Sylvia by a prior relationship of hers. 


0099A(082105) 45. 


The 1801 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed 
Thomas Wright with the following household on April 3: 


Date of Persons Names Charg- WO B.O. B.O. 

List able with the Tax 16 16_ 12 _ Horses 
Apl 3 Thomas Wright 1 3 6 
Stud Dol 


horses Rate Ordina Coaches P&W 4W 2W Cts 





The 1801 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Robert Wright with 
the following property: 


Persons Names Charge- No.of Yearly Rent of Quantity Rate of Land 


able with the Tax Lotts Lotts&theirNo. ofLand PrAcre 
Robert Wright 370 1.98 
Total Amount of Value Amt. of Tax 
of land Exclusive of lotts | Doll Cts 

733.34 3.52 


Although the listing was for Robert Wright, it is clear from the amount of acreage 
involved that Thomas Wright was the owner and the record was changed back to 
Thomas the next year. 

In May 1801 at Campbell County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 7/16 
Thomas Wright served on a grand jury: 


"A Grand Jury Sworn (to wit) John Weber foreman George Fox William Harris, 
William Sharp John Johnson Sen. Nathan Tanner John Adams John Lane 
Thomas Wright Temple Perkins William Reed Archibald Blankenship Henry 
Eidson William Canifax Benjamin Plunkett John Wilson Pendleton Hendrick 
James Moore went Out to Consult of their Presentments & having made several 
Presentments and having nothing more to present they are Discharged." 
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The Virginia Genealogist, Vol. 22, No. 2, page 106, listed the following entry from 
a report of Christopher Clark dated June 24, 1801, regarding British mercantile claims 
after the Revolutionary War: 

"Thomas Wright. £6.2.5-1/2, Manchester Store. Lives in Campbell County, an 

honest man and able to pay." 
There was only one Thomas Wright known to be living in Campbell County in 1801 and 
this must be 1805 Thomas Wright, the son of 1779 John Wright. Immediately below 
this listing is one for "James Wright (son of John)", further supporting this identification. 

The 1802 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed 
Thomas Wright with the following household on April 24: 


Date of Persons Names Charg-. W.O. B.O. B.O. Horses 
List able with the Tax 16 16 _ 12 _ &C 
Apr 24 Thomas Wright 1 3 6 


R. Cariages 
Stud R. Ordy 4 Phaetons 2 Amt Tax 


Horses Covering Licence Wheel &Stages Wheel Dol Cents 








2.04 


The 1802 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Thomas Wright with 
the following property: 


yearly Rent of Rate of land 
Persons Names No. of Lotts &theirNo. Quantity pr acre 
Owning Land Lotts § D No. of Land $ C 
Thomas Wright 3/0 1.98 
Total Amt of Valuation of 
land Exclusive of Lotts Amt. of Tax 

C 6 C 
733.34 3.52 


The 1803 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed 
Thomas Wright with the following household on July 16: 


0099A(082105) 47. 


Date of 


List able with the Tax 
July 16 Thomas Wright 
Stud R. Ord 
Horses Covering Licence 





Persons Names Charge- 








W.O. B.O. B.O. 
16 16_ 42. Horses 
1 3 8 
R. Cariages Amt Tax 
Fishing 4 Phaetons 2 Dol 
Seizns Whee & Stages Wheel Cents 
2.28 


The 1803 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Thomas Wright with 


the following property: 


Persons Names No. of 
Owning Land Lotts 
Thomas Wright 


Total Amt. of Valuation of 
land Exclusive of lotts 


— $M 
733.34 





yearly Rent of Rate of land 
Lotts & their No. Quantity pr Acre 

$ C No. of Land $ GC 

370 1.98 

Amt. 
of Tax 
$ C 

1.20 


The 1804 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed 


Thomas Wright with the following household on August 13: 





Date of Persons Names Charge- W.O. B.O. B.O 
List able With the Tax 16 _ 16 _ 12. Horses 
Augt 13 Thos Wright 1 3 8 
R. Cariages 
Ss. R. O. 4 P.O. 2 Amt Tax 
Horses Covering Licence Seizns Wheel Stgs Wheel $ ¢ 
2.26 


The 1804 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Thomas Wright with 


the following property: 
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Persons Names No of 
Owning land Lotts 
Thos Wright 


Total Amt. of Valuation of | 
land Exclusive of Lotts 


> C 
733.36 


yearly rent of Rate of Land 
lotts & their No. Quantity Pr Acre 


$ C No of Land $ C 
370 1.98 
Amt. 


of Tax 


oC 
3.24 


The 1805 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed 


Thomas Wright with the following household on August 12: 


Date of Persons Names Charge- W.O. B.O. B.O. 
List able With the Tax 16 | 16_ 12 Horses 
Augt12 Thomas Wright { 3 7 
R. Cariages 
S. R. O. 4P.& 2 Amt Tax 
Horses Covering Licence Seizns Wheel Stages Wheel §$ ¢ 
2.16 


The 1805 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Thomas Wright with 


the following property: 


Persons Names No of 
Owning Land Lotts 
Thos Wright 


Total Amt of Valuation of 
land Exclusive of lotts 


> C 
133.34 
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Yearly rent of Rate of land 
lotts & their No. Quantity Pr Acre 

d C No of Land $ C 

370 1.98 

Amt 

of Tax 

$ C 

3.24 

49. 


The will of Thomas Wright was dated on October 24, 1805, and probated on 
December 9, 1805, at Campbell County, Virginia, W.B. 2/226. A copy was also 
included in File 525, Davidson v. Flemming, Lynchburg Superior Court of Law and 
Chancery and provided as follows: 


"In the name of God amen | Thomas Wright of the County of Campbell in the 
State of Virginia of sound mind and disposing memory do make and ordain this 
to be my last Will and Testament in manner and form as follows, to wit, | give 
and bequeath to Sylvia a woman of colour formerly my slave, but since 
emancipated and with whom | have had children, the sole and exclusive use and 
enjoyment of that house or tenement on my plantation in said county whereon | 
now reside commonly called and know by the name of the Old House and two 
acres of land adjoining thereto to be laid off in such form or figure as she chuses 
for and during the term of her natural life only, also all the household furniture 
therein consisting of beds and furniture, chairs, tables, etc as they now are and 
should the same or any part thereof not be forthcoming in said house at my 
death, it is then and in that case my will and pleasure that the same be 
immediately replaced if to be found, if not then the value thereof to be paid her 
by my Executors out of my personal estate. Also the priviledge of choosing out 
of all my stock then on hand two milch cows which together with said furniture or 
the value thereof as aforesaid | give to her as her absolute property forever and 
all the monies of which | die possessed. Secondly | give and bequeath to my 
natural son Robert Wright by said Sylvia whom | have heretofore duly 
emancipated all that tract of land on which | now live with its appurtenances 
containing by estimation three hundred and seventy acres and particularly 
discribed in a grant that issued for the land to Charles Caffery on the tenth day of 
September 1755 and by him conveyed to me by deed duly recorded in the 
County Court of Bedford, and to his heirs forever, also the reversion of the house 
and two acres of ground aforesaid devised to his mother Sylvia during the term 
of her natural life only. Also all my stock of every description and the plantation 
utensils, also it is my will and pleasure that my said son Robert shall have all the 
other estate both real and personal of whatsoever description the same may be, 
not herin alreddy devised, which | now have or may at the time of my death may 
have in lands, slaves stocks debts, or other contracts to him and his heirs 
forever - except a negro girl Ryer whose services | bequeath to said Sylvia untill © 
she arrives at 18 years, when she is to be free. Thirdly, it is my will and pleasure 
that all my just debts be paid and that my personal estate be subject thereto in 
the hands of my Executors. And for the proper execution of this my last Will and 
Testament | do hereby constitute and appoint my trusty friends Daniel B. Perrow, 
Charles Gilliam, and Lawrence McGeorge of Campbell County my executors 
hereby revoking all other Wills or devises with regard to the premises heretofore 
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made by me. In testimony whereof | do hereto subscribe my name and affix my 
seal in the presence of 


Witnesses Thos Wright 

William B. Perrow October the 24th 1805 
Stephen Perrow 

Charles Perrow 


At a Court held for Campbell County December 9th 1805 the within last Will and 
Testament of Thomas Wright decd was proved by oaths of William B. Perrow, 
and Charles Perrow two of the witnesses whose names are thereto subscribed 
and ordered to be recorded and on the motion of Charles Gilliam one of the 
executors in said Will named who made oath thereto as the law directs leave is 
given him to administer on the said decedents estate giving security whereupon 
he together with Benjamin Coss and Lewis Franklin his securities entered into 
and acknowledged their bond in the penalty of five Thousand dollars conditioned 
as the law directs for the said executors due and faithful administration on the 
said decedents estate and performance of his will liberty being reserved to the 
other executor to join in the probate thereof when they shall think fit 


Teste 
Ro. Alexander C.C.C. 
A copy teste 
Jno Alexander, D.C." 
The family of Thomas Wright can be identified from that will as follows: 
Non-Wife: Former slave Sylvia 
Child by Sylvia: 1) Robert Wright 
The will also confirms the identity of this Thomas Wright as the same Thomas Wright 
who was the purchaser of Bedford County Deed 6/253 from Charles Caffrey. 
In December 1805 at Campbell County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 8/243 
the will of Thomas Wright was ordered to be admitted to probate and appraisers of the 
estate appointed: 


"The last Will & testament of Thos Wright decd provd & or Recorded & on the 
motion of Charles Gilliam one of the Exors. therein named leave is given him to 
administer on the sd. decedents estate who made oath thereto & gave bond & 
security according to law liberty being reserved the other exors. to Join in the 
probate thereof when they shall think fit 
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Or that Wm Campbell John Thompson John Depriest & Saml Fleming or any 3 

or them appraise sd. estate" 

On April 14, 1806, at Campbell County, Virginia, W.B. 2/265 the inventory and 
appraisement of the estate of Thomas Wright was filed and listed an estate valued at 
£484, 11s., 9p., including two negro slaves: 


"Agreeable to an order of Campl. Court we the subscribers proceeded to 
Inventory and appraise the estate of Thomas Wright deceased, which is as 
follows, to wit, 


one feather bed and Sted with furniture 10 
1 Do 10 
1 small folding table 12 
1 Box 10 
1 feather bed & sted with furniture 12 
1 Do 10 
1 small bed and furniture 9 
1 Chist 1 
1 looking glass 2) 
1 Big chist 2 10 
1 folding table 2 10 
1 Cubart and furniture 15 
1 square table 15 
11 Chairs 1 10 
1 Sugar box 12 
1 Big looking glass 15 
1 Shot gun 1 16 
1 Rifle gun 2 8 
1 Old shot gun 9 
Books of different kinds 410 
5 Pictures | 1 16 
4 Pewter dish 18 
6 old casks 12 
Smoake house & kitchen furniture 6 1 
5 Pewter basons 14 
6 Pewter plates 10 
Tin ware | 1 10 
1 Spice mortar 3 
1 Loom & tacklings 217 
4 Spining wheals | 2 
1 Check reel 6 
2 flax hackles 1 
3 pare of fire dogs tongs & shovel 2 12 
' 1 stud horse 87 10 
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1 Young mare 25 

1 horse 14 5 
1 Chesnut sorrel horse 25 

1 black mare coalt 9 

1 Sorrel mare 12 

1 Do 12 

10 Calves 7 10 
1 Beef steer 4 4 
11 Sheep 5 10 
6 old hogsheads 1 7 
3 Siths & 2 cradles 1 16 
1 Waggon and two lock chains 26 

2 yoke oxen 34 10 
7 milk cattel 25 4 
1 Cow & Calf 4 10 
7 young cattel 12 12 
1 Bull 3 

14 small shoats 5 

2 Sows with pig 3 12 
6 small shoats 1. 4 
2 Sows & twelve pigs 4 4 
3 pair of chains & the hangings 1 10 
4 pair Iron wedges & 2 pair small rings 1 5 
3 maddocks 18 
Old Iron 6 3 
5 hilling hoes & two grubing hoes 1 

3 pole axes & 2 broad axes 1 16 
5 Plows 1 
Sime eutentials 1 5 
1 Cross cut saw 8 
1 Hogshead jointer & fro & Jack plain 18 
1 hand saw _ 10 
1 foot adze & 3 augers one draw knife 1 Rasp 2 chissels & 1 hammer 15 
1 Pair Stilyards 12 
1 Spaid 6 
1 Saddle 1 4 
1 Negro man named Marke 22 10 
1 Negroe man named John 20 

£484 11 9 


William Campbell 
John Thompson 
Saml. Fleming 
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At a Court held for Campbell County April 14th 1806 The within Inventory and 
appraisement of the estate of Thomas Wright deceased were exhibited in Court 
and ordered to be recorded. 


Teste 
Ro. Alexander C Cle" 

In December 1807 at Campbell County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 9/166 
the court appointed commissioners to settle the account of the estate of Thomas 
Wright: 

"Or that Wm Campbell Geo Revely Saml Fleming & John Murrell or any three of 

them state & Settle the account current of the estate of Thos Wright deceased 

with Elizabeth Gilliam Exix James Gilliam Exer of Charles Gilliam deced who was 

Exer of Thos Wright deceased & make report to Court." 

On June 1, 1808, at Campbell County, Virginia, W.B. 2/388 an accounting for the 
estate of Thomas Wright was filed: 


"Dr Charles Gilliam Exr to the estate of Thos. Wright In a/c with the Legatees Cr 


1806 To Sundry papers and A/cts viz 


an acct against Julius Curle acknowledged to be due 1.12. O 
ditto against Meridith Lambeth due 1st June 1805 3. 9. 9 
Ditto Suck King 18. 9 
Ditto William Campbell At. 2 
Ditto Thos Franklin : 3.13.10 
Ditto Archd Gilchrest 12.11 
Ditto Micj Moorman 1.13. 9 
Ditto James Wilson 15. 
Ditto William Barber 9. 
Ditto William Carson 3: 
To Thos Higginbotham recd of him 9.12. 
To John Lynch for his A/c recd 3. 7. 6 
To bonds and A/ccts vs D Ross 46. 0. 0 
To bond due from Butler 30. 
$114. 4. 8 
Cr By Sundry payments Viz 
Cash paid James Graham £0. 7. 6 
ditto pd Shffs tickets 7. 6 
do pd. Clerks do 3.10. 1% 
do pd McCleland 9.12. 
do pd Ro Wright 4. 4. 
£18.1.1% 


Papers returned to the Legatees Viz. 
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Julius Curles A/c £1.12.0 


Meridith Lambeth A/c 10. 9.9 

Suck Kings A/c 18. 9 

William Campbells A/c 1.17.2 

Thos Franklins A/c 3.13.10% 

Archd Gilchrests A/c 12.11 

Micaj Moormans A/c 1.13. 9 

Jas Wilsons A/c 15. 0 

William Barbers A/c 9. 0 

William Carsons A/c om 6 22.5.2 

Bonds and acts v D Ross 46. 0.0 

Execution vs Butler for £30 and costs 30. 0. 0 
£116.6.3% 


Agreeable to an Order of the worshipfull Court of Campbell to us directed we the 
subscribers hereunto have attended at the house of Robert Wright and 
proceeded to make a statement of the acct current with Eliza Gilliam & James 
Gilliam Exr to the estate of Charles Gilliam decd who was Exr to the Estate of 
Thomas Wright decd of which the within is a correct statement agreeable to the 
papers exhibited to us. 


George Revely 
Samuel Fleming 
William Campbell 


At a Court held for Campbell County October 10" 1808 
The within account current of the estate of Thomas Wright deceased with his 
Executor, were exhibited in Court and Ordered to be recorded and the said 


Executor allowed 5 pr Cent commission on £114.4.8 for his Services 


Teste 
Ro Alexander C.C.C." 


The 1810 Census for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Silvy Wright with the 
following household: 


Free Free All Other 
Name of Head White White Free 
of Family Males Age Female Age Persons Slaves 
Silvy Wright 4 


Long after the death of 1805 Thomas Wright a law suit regarding the estate of 


his son Robert Wright was initiated by the filing of a complaint entitled Davidson v. 
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Wright, File 525, Superior Court of Law and Chancery, Lynchburg, Virginia. The 
complaint was undated but was probably filed before September 13, 1819, and 
provided as follows: 


"To the Honorable Creed Taylor Judge of the Lynchburg Chancery District 
Court - 


The Bill of Complaint of Polly Davidson alias Polly Wright, Martha Ann Davidson 
alias Martha Ann Wright an infant who sues by the said Polly her mother, and 


next friend, Stephen Perrow, and Arthur Litchford, respectfully sheweth - 


That Robert Wright deceased late of Campbell County sometime previous to his 
Death to wit, onthe ___ day of 1816, made, a published his last Will and 
Testament subscribed, and written from the beginning to the end thereof with his 
own proper Hand, wherein and whereby he made the following disposition of his 
estate both real, and personal, that is to say; He directed his stock, and crops of 
all kinds to be sold by his executors therein after named, out of the proceeds 


whereof his said executors were directed to pay all his just debts - and the 


balance of his personal estate after the payment of his debts, he bequeathed to 


be divided into two equal moieties, one of which he gave to his infant son 


Thomas P. Wright, and the other to your Oratrix Polly for life; and if your Oratrix 
Polly should be delivered of a child within nine months next after this, the said 
Testator's death, the moiety so allotted to her, to go to such child at the death of 
the said Polly, otherwise said moiety at her death to go to the said Thomas P. 
Wright. His real estate which consisted of the Tract of Land on which he resided 
lying on both sides of Beaver Creek in the County of Campbell, the said Testator 
directed to be divided as the said Creek runs through it, and devised all of the 
said Land lying on the south side of said creek to your Oratrix Polly for her life, 
remainder over to such child as your Oratrix Polly might have within nine months 
next after his the said Testator's death; and in the event of no child being born 
as aforesaid remainder over to the said Thomas P. Wright. All of the said Land 
lying on the north side of said creek, he devised to the said Thomas P. Wright. 
The said Testator appointed your Orators Stephen Perrow and Arthur Litchford 
executors of his said Will. That the said Testator departed this life on the 14th 
day of October 1818, leaving the said Will unrevoked, uncancelled, and in full 


force. Your Oratrix Polly since the Death of the said Robert, and within nine 


months next thereafter, has been delivered of a female child named Martha Ann 


Davidson alias Martha Ann Wright who is the infant plaintiff herein before 
named. That since the Death of the said Testator the said Will by means 
unknown to your Oratrixes & Orators, been either lost, or destroyed, before 


probate thereof. All which actings are contrary to equity, etc and tend greatly to 


the injury to your Oratrixes & Orators. In tender consideration whereof and 


forasmuch as your Oratrixes & Orators are remediless in the premises at Law 


and can only be relieved in Chancery. To the end therefore that the said 
Thomas P. Wright made be made defendant hereto by a guardian for that 
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purpose to be appointed by the Court (he being an infant) and compelled on oath 
fully to answer the premises. May it please the Court to award a subpona etc 
and upon receiving satisfactory proof thereof, to decree that the said last Will, 
and Testament of the said Robert Wright deceased has herein before 
substantially set forth, be set up, and established according to the Laws of the 
land; and finally to make such other, and further Decree in the premises, as may 
comport with the principles of Equity, and the necessity of the case may require, 
and as in duty bound your Oratrixes & Orators will ever pray etc 


Watts & Dabney" 


This record indicates that Robert Wright had died on October 14, 1818, in Campbell 
County, Virginia, that he had a son Thomas P. Wright who was under 21 years of age 
when the complaint was filed, that Robert Wright had a relationship with Polly Davidson, 
and that he had a daughter Martha Ann Davidson by Polly Davidson within nine months 
of his death. 

In his letter dated March 21, 1987, Mr. William C. Wooldridge enclosed copies of 

the Virginia statutes extant at that time and pointed out that an illegitimate child could 
| inherit from the child's mother by intestate succession, but not from the father. Thus if 
| Polly Davidson or her daughter Martha Ann were to receive any part of Robert Wright's 
estate, it was necessary to establish a will by Robert Wright that gave property to Polly 
or Martha Ann. If Robert Wright died without a will, his property would pass to his 
legitimate heirs. 

A cross-complaint was filed by the brothers and sisters of 1805 Thomas Wright 
of Campbell County and the descendants of a deceased sister of 1805 Thomas Wright 
in Wright v. Fleming, File 578, Superior Court of Law and Chancery, Lynchburg, 
Virginia, claiming that the gifts by 1805 Thomas Wright in his will to his natural son 
Robert Wright were void because Robert Wright had not been properly emancipated, 
and the estate of Robert Wright, therefore, belonged to them as intestate heirs of 1805 
Thomas Wright. The cross-complaint was undated, but was probably filed before 
September 13, 1819, and provided as follows: 


"To the honourable Judge of the Chancery Court holden in Lynchburg in 
Chancery sitting humbling complaining shew unto your honour your Orators and 
Oritrices Prior Wright James Wright John Wright Robert Coleman Elizabeth 
Coleman Mayes Pendleton James Woolridge and Mary Williamson; 
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That a certain Thomas Wright late of Campbell County departed this life some 
time in the year eighteen hundred and five possessed of and well entitled to a 

_ considerable estate real and personal consisting of one Tract of Land lying and 
being on the waters of Beaver Creek in the County of Campbell containing by 
estimations three hundred and seventy five acres sundry slaves and other 
personal estate consisting of stocks, money, etc; That the said Thomas Wright 
made his will in his lifetime which was after his death admitted to record in the 
County Court of Campbell the copy of which is herewith filed and prayed to be 
received as a part of this bill by which will the said Thomas gave the Land and 
the greater part of the personal estate aforesaid to a negro man born a slave the 
property of the said Thomas Wright by the name of Robert Wright which said 
slave was never legally emancipated; After the death of the said Thomas Wright 
the said Robert Wright was permitted to go at large and by some means 
possessed himself of the estate aforesaid; That the said Robert pretended to 
marry a white woman of the name of Polly Godsy which said Polly during the 
pretended marriage had a male child by the name of Thomas P. Wright alias 
Thomas P. Godsy and afterwards in the life of the said Robert left this country 
and went into parts to your Orators and Oratrices unknown; Afterwards the said 
Robert took to live with him a white woman by the name of Polly Davidson who 
within nine months next after the death of the said Robert had a female child by 
the name of Martha Anne Davison which said child has since died; That the said 
Robert died some time in the year eighteen hundred and eighteen being still a 
slave and incapable in law of holding or disposing of property; Since the death of 
the said Robert the County Court of Campbell has committed the property of 
aforesaid of which the said Robert died possessed to wit the property which he 
possessed himself of in the manner aforesaid to the hands of Samuel Flemming 
as administrator of Robert Wright pendente lite; That a suit has been brought in 
this honourable Court by Polly Davidson and others with a view to set up a 
pretended will of the said Robert Wright against Thomas P. Wright and others; 
your Orators and Oratrices beg leave to state that the said Thomas Wright was 
never married; That his heirs and next of kin him surviving were his two brothers 
to wit your Orators Prior Wright and James Wright your Orator John Wright the 
only child of his brother John Wright who died before him your Orator Robert 
Coleman and Oratrix Elizabeth Coleman the children of his sister Nancy 
Coleman who also died before him, your Oratrix Mary Williamson his sister who 
was a widow at his death, Mayes Pendleton the grandchild of Nancy Coleman 
his sister as aforesaid, and James Wooldridge also a grandchild of the said 
Nancy; your Orators and Oratrices are advised that so much of the will of 
Thomas Wright deceased as disposes of his estate to Robert Wright his slave as 
aforesaid is void and that they are as fully entitled to the property aforesaid as if 
the said Thomas had died intestate. Your Orators and Oratrices further charge 
that the said Samuel Flemming has taken possession of the whole estate of 

_ aforesaid real and personal and refuses to deliver the same to your Orators and 
Oratrices or to account for the rents and profits thereof; All which actings and 
doings are contrary to Equity and good conscience and tend to the manifest 
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oppression and injury of your Orators and Oratrices; They therefore pray that 
the said Samuel Flemming administrator as aforesaid Polly Davidson alias Polly 
Wright and Thomas P. Wright alias Thomas P. Godsey be made Defendants to 
this bill and be made to answer the same upon their oaths and that your honour 
will order and decree that the said Samuel Flemming shall render an account the 
rents and profits of the estate aforesaid and that he be compelled to deliver up 
the same & pay over the rents and profits to your Orators and Oratrices or so 
much thereof as was of the estate of Thomas Wright deceased and its increase 
as well real and personal and that this suit be set down to be heard and tried at 
the same time with the above mentioned suit brought by Polly Davidson & others 
against Samuel Flemming & others and whatever other and further relief the 
nature of their case may require or to Equity may seem meat etc. 


Tucker & Marshall for 

Plaintiffs" 
This record provides a number of identifications for this family. The Thomas Wright 
referred to was clearly 1805 Thomas Wright of Campbell County and the slave Robert 
emancipated in 1791 was his son. Robert Wright married Polly Godsy and by her had 
a son Thomas P. Wright. Polly (Godsy) Wright left Robert Wright and he began a new 
relationship with Polly Davidson and had a daughter Martha Davidson who died before 
the cross-complaint was filed. The siblings of 1805 Thomas Wright of Campbell County 
were Prior Wright, James Wright, John Wright, Nancy (Wright) Coleman, and Mary 
(Wright) Williamson. John Wright died before 1805 Thomas Wright of Campbell 
County leaving a son John Wright. Nancy (Wright) Coleman died before 1805 Thomas 
Wright of Campbell County leaving children Robert Coleman and Elizabeth Coleman 
and grandchildren Mayes Pendleton and James Wooldridge. 

The answer of Thomas P. Wright to the complaint was filed in File 525 on 

September 13, 1819, by his guardian Samuel Fleming and provided as follows: 


"The answer of Thomas P. Wright an infant under the age of Twenty one years 
by Samuel Fleming his Guardian, appointed by the Court to defend him in this 
suit, to a bill of complaint exhibited against him in the Superior Court of Chancery 
for the Lynchburg District by Polly Davidson & others 


This Respondent saving and reserving to himself all benefit of exception to any 
false allegations and uncertainties which in the said bill may be contained, for 
answer to so much thereof as he is advised it materially concerns him to answer 
he answers and says. That he knows nothing of the will alleged by the 
complainant to have been made by his deceased father in his lifetime, and 
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requires proof on the part of the plaintiff of all material allegations in relation 
thereto. 


This Respondent has been informed and believes that his father some short time 
before his death had a difference or quarrel with Stephen Perrow, the person 
alleged by the complainant to have been appointed by him executor of his said 
will; and that whatever confidences his father may have reposed in the said 
Steven at some period of his life this respondent charges and expects to be able 
to prove that he had none in him at the time of his death. And he presumes that 
a total loss of confidence in the person said to have been named by his father 
sole executor may have been a sufficient reason for destroying or cancelling the 
said will, if indeed he had made one. 


This Respondent cannot readily believe, if his father had made a will, that he 
would have given the complainant any considerable portion of his estate. She is 
a woman of an abandoned character, and although she lived with his father for 
some time in a state of concubinage, he is informed and believes that his father 
had no regard or affection for her. This respondent having answered the 
allegations of the complainant's bill so far as he conceives material he should 
answer the same prays to be hence dismissed. 


Campbell County to wit 
This day Samuel Fleming came before me as Justice of the Peace for the said 
county and made oath that the facts stated in the foregoing answer are in his 
opinion true. Given under my hand the 13th day of September 1819. 

Williston Talbot" 


Thereafter a number of depositions were taken of various witnesses to develop — 


the facts of the case and to support the claims made by the complaint and cross- 


complaint. 


The first deposition in File 525 was of James Williams and was taken on 


December 24, 1819, at the Franklin Hotel in Lynchburg, Virginia, and provided as 


follows: 


“That the night before the Death of the said Robert Wright the father of the said 
Thomas P. Wright, this Deponent was at the house of the said Robert Wright 
who at the time was very ill, and confined to his bed. That whilst there Stephen 
Perrow presented to this respondent a paper purporting to be the last will, and 
Testament of the said Robert, with a request that this Deponant would read it. 
This deponant accordingly read said paper, which this Deponant believes was 
wholly in the handwriting of the said Robert, and signed by him, and appeared to 
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have been attested by three subscribing witnesses, whose names were James 
Davidson, William Davidson, and Charles Caffery. This deponant read it over 
carefully once, and believes it contained in substance the following provisions. 
The said Testator directed that his tract of land on which he resided should be 
divided as the creek runs through it; that part of it lying on the south side of the 
creek, together with one-half of his slaves he gave to Polly Davidson the plaintiff 
for her life; and in case she had any Heir, or Heirs during his life, or within nine 
months after his Death, the said portion of his land and slaves given to said Polly 
Davidson for her life to go to her said Heir, or Heirs; but if she had no such Heir, 
or Heirs, then said portion of the lands and slaves to go to his son Thomas Pryor 
Wright. The land on the north side of the creek with the one half of the slaves 
belonging to said Testator he gave to his son Thomas Pryor Wright. The crops, 
stocks, and plantation utensils he directed to be sold, and out of the proceeds 
thereof directed his debts to be paid; and if after the payment of his Debts there 
was any thing left of said proceeds, he bequeathed it to be equally divided 
between the said Polly Davidson and his son Thomas Pryor Wright in the same 
manner as the lands, and slaves. He appointed Stephen Perrow and Arthur 
Litchford executors of the said will. 


1. Question by the Defendants’ counsel. Did you have any conversation with 
Robert Wright relative to the will on the night you speak of? 


Answer. | had not. 

Question by same - What was the state of said Robert's mind at that time? 
Answer. | do not think he was in his proper senses. 

Question by same. What was the Date of the will? 


Answer. | do not recollect the Day of the month, but believe it was dated in the 
latter part of the year 1816. 


Question by same. What did you do with the will after reading it? 
Answer. | returned it to Stephen Perrow. 


Question by same. How long did you remain with the said Robert after reading 
the will. 


Answer. | read it in the night, and remained with him until the next morning. 


Question by same. Can you say at this distance of time with certainty that you 
have stated all the provisions of the will correctly? 


0099A(082105) 61. 


Answer. | cannot undertake to say that | have mentioned all the words in the will, 
but feel positive that | have stated all the devises, and bequests in said will 
correctly. 


Question by same. Do you not know of a quarrel between Robert Wright & 
Stephen Perrow one of the executors in the will a short time before his death. 


Answer. | do not. 


Question by same. Are you positive that the said will was wholly in the Hand 
writing of Robert Wright? 


Answer. Yes. | have frequently seen the said Robert Wright write, and believe 
the will was wholly in his handwriting. 


Question by same. How long had the plaintiff Polly Davidson, and the said 
Robert lived together? 


Answer. About two years. 


Question by Plaintiffs counsel. Do you think that Robert Wright ever was in a 
situation after you saw his will to make or alter a will. 


Answer. | do not expect he ever was, as he was out of his senses when | left 
him in the morning, and | considered him to be then dying & | understand that he 
died that evening. 

Question by same. Have you not reasons to believe that Robert Wright & 
Stephen Perrow were upon a good understanding with each other at the time of 
said Robert's death & state your reasons? 


Answer. | never heard Robert Wright say anything to the contrary or anything 
about it. 


Question by Defendants’ counsel. Was not Robert Wright a black man, & is not 
Polly Davidson a white woman? 


Answer. Robert Wright was a mulatto, & Polly Davidson is a white woman. 
Question by same. What was the Hour of the Day when you left Robert Wright? 
Answer. | believe it was been between sun rise and ten o'clock. 


Question by Plaintiffs’ counsel. Did you ever hear Robert Wright say anything 
about his will, and when and what was it? 
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Answer. He applied to me some time in the latter part of the summer, or first of 
the fall before his Death, to witness a will, but | laughed at him, and never did 
witness the will. And further this Deponant saith not. 


James Williams." 


The next deposition in File 525 was of Nancy Caffrey on February 19, 1820, at 
John Dunwoodie's house in Campbell County, Virginia, and provided as follows: 
"Questioned ist By Stephen Perrow Plaintiff 
Do you or do you not know anything about Robert Wrights having made a will 
and if you do what do you know about it. Ansr. All that | Know about Robert 
Wrights having made a will is that | saw Polly Davidson hand to Stephen Perrow 
a will signed by Robert Wright as | understood. On the evening before Robert 
Wright died | was at his house and saw you & a Mr. Williams looking over what 


you said was the will When you were done reading the will you laid it in the Book 
case. 


Qu 2nd By the same do you know whether a good understanding existed 
between myself and Robert Wright 


Ansr. Robert Wright advised me to get you to administer on my husbands estate 
& said that he intended you to settle his estate and further sayeth not. 


Nancy Davidson" 


Although the deposition was listed in the introduction as of Nancy Caffrey, the 
deposition was signed by Nancy Davidson; Nancy Davidson was the married name of 
Nancy Caffrey. 

The next deposition was in File 578 and was that of William Davidson also dated 
February 19, 1820, at the house of John Dunwoodie in Campbell County, Virginia, and 
provided as follows: 

Qus. By Stephen Perrow pltff - "Were you not a subscribing witness to Robert 

Wrights Will. 


Ansr. | was and the substance of said will as well as | recollect was as follows he 
bequeathed to Polly Davidson all that part of the tract of land on which he 
resided lying on the south side of Beaver Creek & that part of said land lying on 
the north side of Beaver Creek he bequeathed to Thomas P. Wright all of his 
slaves were to be equally divided between Polly Davidson and Thomas P. Wright 
his Stock of all kinds & his crop on hand were to be disposed of for the payment 
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of his just debts & if any balance was left that was to be equally divided betwen 
the above named parties If Polly Davidson should have a child in the lifetime of 
said Wright or within nine months after in that case Polly Davidson & her heirs 
were to enjoy the estate willed to her other ways she was to have a life estate in 
it The property to go to Thomas P. Wright at her death Stephen Perrow & 
Arthur Letchford were Executors in the Will 


Qu 2nd By the same Were you not living with Robert Wright before and at the 
time of his death Ansr. | was | 


Qu 3d Do you or do you not Recollect at what time the aforesaid will was signed 
& acknowledged by Robert Wright Ansr. | recollect that it was in the year 
eighteen hundred & sixteen but am not certain at what time of the year 


Qu 4th Were you or were you not present on the evening before Robert Wrights 
death and if you were did you not se & hear myself and James Williams read the 
above mentioned Will 


Ansr. | was present & did see & hear you read it 


Qu 5th Was not Robert Wright at that time out of his senses and apparently 
dieing Answer. he was. 


Qu 6th Did he not continue from that time until he died in a deranged state of 
mind Ansr. he did 


Qu 7th by the same When was the last time that you saw the Will above spoken 
of and where did you see it 


Answer | saw it about half an hour before Robert Wrights death having been 
sent by the Doctors in the evening for some wine when | returned Robert Wright 
was speechless and | having some money that | received in change when | 
bought the wine | took the key of the Drawer where he kept his money | opened 
the drawer to put in the money | then & there saw the Will for the last time | left it 
and the money in the drawer and returned the key to where | got it 


Qu 8th Did you or did you not in the lifetime of Robert Wright at any time whilest 
you lived with him or know of any quarrel or misunderstanding between me and 
Robert Wright 

Ansr | did not 


Qu 9th by Samuel Flemming Deft. Did you or did you not know of a quarrel 
between Robert Wright and James Williams 
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Ansr. Perhaps about eighteen months or two years before Robert Wrights death 
| did hear of a misunderstanding between said Wright and Williams meePecung 
an attack made by some negros on Robert Wright 


Qu 10th by Stephen Perrow Who were the other subscribing witnesses to the 
Will above spoken of James Davidson & Charles Caffery 


and further this deponent sayeth not. 
William Davidson Sen(?)" 


The next deposition in File 525 was of John E. Woodson also on February 19, 
1820, and also at the house of John Dunwoodie in Campbell County, Virginia, and 
provided as follows: | 


"Question first by Stephen Perrow Have you ever heard Robert Wright in his 
lifetime say anything respecting a misunderstanding between Stephen Perrow 
and him 


Ansr. Robert Wright sometime in the summer before his death stated to this 
deponent that there had been a false representation made to Stephen Perrow 
which had perhaps produced a dissattisfaction and was a source of great 
uneasyness to him (R Wright) as he thought Stephen Perrow to be the best 
friend that he had, and that he would be willing to trust everthing that he had in 
the World with him 


J. E. Woodson" 


The next deposition in File 5/8 was of Lewis Franklin also on February 19, 1820, 
and also at John Dunwoodie's house in Campbell County, Virginia, and provided as 
follows: | 


"Qus. by Stephen Perrow Plaintiff 


Do you know anything about Robert Wrights having made a will and if you do 
relate it 


Anr Some few weeks befor Robert Wrights death perhaps about the time of the 
September Superior Court Rober Wright staed all night with me when he 
observed that his family were sick and he believed that he should die before long 
& had made a Will This Deponent then asked Wright how he had disposed of 
his property he then told this deponent that he had divided his property equally 
between the Woman that lived with him and his child by his other wife he said 
that the lands on the side of Beaver Creek where his house stands he had Willed 
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to the Woman which he then had & the lands on the other side to his sone by his 
other woman | understood Polly Davidson to be the woman who lived with him 
which he called his wife 


Qu2 by the same Were you or were you not present at Campbell Courthouse at 
the September Superior Court before Robert Wrights death and did you then 
heare him conversing with me about his business and was he not then shedding 
tears 


Ansr. As well as | recollect he was at the Septr. Superior Court before Robert 
Wrights death | saw and heard him and your in conversation about his affairs 
when Robert Wright shed tears plentifully and further this Deponent sayeth not. 


Lewis Franklin" 


The last deposition taken on February 19, 1820, at John Dunwoodie's house in 
Campbell County, Virginia, was in File 525 and was of John Gardner and provided as 
follows: 


"That some few weeks before Robert Wrights death this deponent met with him 
when he (Wright) observed to this deponant that he thought the he should not 
live long this deponent then observed that he ought to make priperations to meet 
that event or words amounting to that he then informed this deponent that he 

had made a Will and appointed Stephen Perrow & Arthur Letchford his executors 
and further this deponent sayeth not 


John Gardner" 


The next deposition in File 525 was of Patterson Gilliam on April 1, 1820, at the 
Franklin Hotel in Lynchburg, Virginia, and provided as follows: 


"Question by the plaintiffs counsel. Did you ever hear Robert Wright in his 
lifetime, say that he had made a will and if so state at what time, as also every 
thing that passed between him and yourself on the subject. 


Answer. On the first day of Campbell April Superior Court in the year 1818 as 
well as | recollect Robert Wright at Campbell Court House told me he had made 
his will. | had previously understood from Colo. Daniel B. Perrow that some of 
said Wright's neighbours had fallen out with him and amongst others Stephen 
Perrow, and Fleming Duncan, and in the conversation which took place between 
said Wright myself at Campbell Court House, mentioned this information to him. 
He appeared to be very much astonished, and distressed at the informtion, and 
stated that he did not believe that Stephen Perrow was unfriendly to him - that he 
would not for any thing in the world have it to be the case as he had made his 
will, and left the said Stephen Perrow one of his executors. The said Wright on 
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the following day told me he had seen Stephen Perrow, and that everything was 
perfectly explained, and settled between them and they were on the most 
friendly terms. In the conversation at the court above mentioned the said Wright 
told me that there was a misunderstanding or dispute between him, and Colo. 
Perrow, but that he did not know that there was any dispute between him & any 
of his other neighbours. 


Question by Defendant. What did you ever hear Stephen Perrow say about 
Robert Wright's will? 


Answer. | heard him say that there was a difference between him, and James 
Williams one of the witnesses to the will, about what was to become of the 
portions of the estate given in the will to Polly Davidson, at the Death of the said 
Polly. he, the said Perrow understanding that it was at the death of the said 
Polly to go to the children of the said Polly by the said Wright, and that the said 
Williams rather seemed to think that at her death it was to go back to Thomas P. 
Wright. but further stated that William Davidson another witness to said will 
understood, and recollected it exactly as he the said Perrow did. 


Questioned by the Plaintiff's counsel. Do you know that there ever was any 
dispute between Robert Wright and Stephen Perrow after the conversation you 
speak of with said Wright in April 1818? 


Answer. | never knew, or heard that there was. 
Questioned by the Defendant's counsel. Did you ever see the will spoken of? 
Answer. | never did. And further this Deponent sayeth not. 


Patterson Gilliam" 


The next deposition in File 525 was of Arthur Litchford on April 1, 1820, at the 
Franklin Hotel in Lynchburg, Virginia, and provided as follows: 


"Soon after the Death of Robert Wright Polly Davidson who it is said lived with 
Robert Wright sent the witness word she wanted to see him & when the witness 
went, she told him that he had been left an executor by Robert Wright in his will. 
The witness asked her where the will was. She said that Betsy Wright had 
destroyed it or concealed it. The witness being asked by Defendants Counsel if 
Robert Wright had at any time before his death intimated to the witness a wish 
that he should be his Executor, the witness answers he never did not had the 
least intimation from him or any other person before his death that he had or 
intended making a will. The witness further says he lived for many years, twenty 
odd he supposes a neighboar to Robert Wright. And during the whole of that 
time was intimate & on friendly terms with him. The witness further says Polly 
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Davidson in the conversation before eluded to said that at the time Robert was 
dying, she Polly was in a different room from that in which Robert Wright was & 
that Betsy Wright came to her & asked for the keys of the Beaureau where the 
will & other papers were kept in the room in which Robert lay. & went directly & 
opened or unlocked the same. That afterwards on examination she discovered 
the will & one hundred Dollars in money were missing & she thought Betsy 
Wright had taken them. This witness knowing nothing more & no further 
questions being asked further saith not" 


The next deposition in File 525 was that of Predhem Moore on April 7, 1820, and 
provided as follows: | 


"Some two or three weeks before the death of Robert Wright, on his way from 
Lynchburg this deponent met with said Wright & in conversation with him he 
stated to this deponent that he had made his will in which conversation he went 
on to say that he had willed to the wife, he then had, one side of the creek of his 
land to his, her lifetime, & after her death to her child, that she was then pregnant 
with, if she brought a living child, in case she did not bring a living child, the 
property at the death of his wife to go to his son Thomas P. Wright, - The woman 
that was spoken of by Ro Wright as his wife to this deponent was Polley 
Davidson the plaintiff who at that time lived with said Wright in the capacity of his 
wife 


Questioned ist by the Plaintiff. 


Did Ro Wright state to you who wrote his will, - answer, he did & said he wrote it 
himself 


Quest 2nd did he say to you how he had disposed of his property in his will; - 
answer he did, & said that he had equally divided it between his son T. P. Wright 
& his wife say Polley Davidsen - & 


Quest 1st by the Defendant. Did you suppose he was at that time in his proper 
senses. answer | think he was, - and farther this Deponant sayeth not. 


Predhem Moore" 


On May 9, 1820, in File 578, Samuel Fleming, as guardian for Thomas Pryor 
Wright, filed his answer to the cross-complaint of the Wright family as follows: 


"The answer of Samuel Fleming to a bill of complaint exhibited against himself 
and others in the Superior Court of Chancery for the Lynchburg District by Pryor 
Wright and others 
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This respondent saving and reserving to himself all benefit of exception to the 
many errors and false allegations in the complainants bill contained for answer to 
so much therof as he advised it materially concerns him to answer he answers & 
says - That it is true that the estate of Robert Wright hath been committed by 
County Court of Campbell to this respondent for safe keeping, during a contest 
which is depending and undetermined in the court, concerning a supposed will of 
Robert Wright - 


This respondent doth not know that it is incumbent upon him for this to answer 
the bill of the complainants. If it be, he can state that the was well acquainted 
with Thomas Wright in the bill mentioned, having lived a neighbour to him for 
many years, and knows that he always acknowledged Robert Wright as his son. 
He emancipated the said Robert as this respondent is informed and believes by 
will Deed admitted to Record in the County Court of Campbell many years before 
his death. A copy of this Deed of emancipation has been frequently seen by this 
respondent, and he prays to be allowed to add it when obtained as part of this 
answer. 


This respondent further answering saith, that after the aforesaid Deed was 
admitted to Record in the County Court of Campbell the said Thomas Wright 
duly made and published his last will and testament in like manner admitted to 
Record in the County Court of Campbell. In which will he devised the greater 
part of his estate to the aforesaid Robert Wright. That the said Robert Wright 
entered upon the estate so devised to him persuant to his father's will, and 
enjoyed the same so far as this respondent is informed and believes, without 
molestation from the plaintiffs to the day of his death. This respondent is 
informed and believes that Robert Wright was lawfully married to Polly Godsy in 
the bill mentioned. And that Thomas P. Wright in the bill also named, is the 
issue of that marriage and although Polly Godsy may have incurred a penalty by 
her intermarriage with the said Robert that the said marriage so far as regards 
the issue will be considered a valid marriage. But the respondent is advised that 
the marriage between Robert Wright and Polly Godsy, whether lawful or not, can 
be of very little consequence in this suit. The said Robert Wright was a free 
man, and capable of taking the legacy bequeathed to him by Thomas Wright, 
and it is of no importance in this controversy, who may be the lawful heirs of 
Robert Wright, since the plaintiffs are not. 


This respondent having answered the allegations of the complainants bill so far 
as he is advised it materially concerns him to answer the same prays to be 
hence dismissed with his costs by him expended in defending this suit. 


Samul Fleming" 


The next deposition in File 525 was of that Daniel B. Perrow, Jr. on October 6, 


1820, at the Franklin Hotel, Lynchburg, Virginia, and provided as follows: 
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"| was at Mr Williams in the year 1817 as well as remembered on a visit, he 
abused Ro Wright very much to me & cursed him called him a damed yeller 
rascal, that he wished that he could meet him on the long mountain, or in some 
of the secret hollows with a stick a little larger than the one he then had in his 
hand; the cause of the diference this deponent understood from Williams, that 
he had heard that Wright should have accused him of cutting his timber and that 
if he ever found Ro Wright looking about his lines he would shoot him, as he had 
understood Wright had threatened to shoot him, this deponent informed Williams 
that Wright had always been considered respectable. this affiant never heard 
that the difference had been adjusted. 


Qust by Deft. Did you hear Mr Williams give contradictory testimony on the trial 
of the will case in November 1818. Anr. | did. 


By same Did you hear Davidson give testimony as above. | dont recollect that | 
did. 


Qust by same Did you know of a personal difference between S. Perrow & Ro 
Wright 


Anr. | believe | heard Mr Perrow say that Robert Wright had accused him him 
and Fleming Duncan of taking his hogs. Which very much enraged S Perrow. 
And he does not know that the difference has been adjusted. 


By same. Did you hear S. Perrow a few months before Wrights death threaten 
to have his guns taken from him and to present him for living with a concubine? 
Anr. | dont remember as to guns Mr Perrow talked about having him presented - 
this was about the time of the above report and difference. 


Qust by pit. Did you not hear that | (S Perrow) had heard this report from a 
negro. Anr. He stated to me that a negro of Mr. had informed him. 


Question by same. You say that James Williams gave contradictory evidence on 
the trial of the will case in Nov. 1818, in what did that contradictory evidence 
consist? 
Answer. He first stated to the court that he the said Williams read the will to 
himself, and he afterwards stated that he read it loud enough for William 
Davidson who sat near him, to hear it. 

D. B. Perrow, Jr." 


The next deposition in File 525 was of William B. Perrow on October 6, 1820, at 


the Franklin Hotel, Lynchburg, Virginia, and provided as follows: 


0099A(082105) 70. 


"Qust by Deft. Were you present at Campbell Nov Court 1818 when Wm 
Davidson was examined as a witness for the subject of Wright's will, & if so what 
did he state? Anr. | was present. He stated that he was at home (at Wrights) all 
the day upon which he died, that on that day, he saw the will, which was read by 
James Williams that night & handed it to him & afterwards handed to Mr S. 
Perrow. That it was read sufficiently loud to be heard by him and all others 
present. 


Qust By same. Did you not hear him say that he had read the will over the night 
before in the presence of Betsy Wright, & did you not see sd. Betsey in 
Lynchburg on the same night? 


Anr. He did say that he had read the will in his presence. | do not remember to 
have seen her on that night 


Qust by same. In what relation does Wm Davidson, James Davidson & Charles 
Chaffrey stand to Polly Davidson alias Polly Wright? 


Anr. Wm Davidson was Brother, James Davidson her father & Caffrey her 
brother-in-law. As | have always understood & believe to be the fact 


By same. Was this Polly Davidson not a woman of reputed bad fame, and did 
she not live with Wright as a concubine. Anr. | always understood she was a 
woman of bad character, that she lived with him as a concubine was notorious in 
the neighbourhood. 


Qust. By the same. What was the character of James Davis & his family? - Anr. 
| Know no harm of James Didsens, ther has been bad reports about a part of his 
family. 


Qust. by same. Did you know of a diferance betwen Wright & James Williams? 
Anr. Only from report. 


By same. Did you know of a diference betwen Wright & S. Perrow? Anr. from 
report two diferences not long before his death one of them - 


By same. Do you remember James William's testimony on the tryal of the 
dispute relative to Ro Wright's supposed will at Nov Court - 1818? Anr. | 
recollect he stated he was present read the will to himself and handed it to 
others who were present to read, stating at the same time he thought it improper 
to read it out at such a time, he also stated that Betsey Wright was not present, 
but after Davidson gave in his testimony he stated that he believed she was 
present, and that he read the will loud enough for all present in the room to have 
heard it read. | 
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By same. Was not James Davidson & Charles Caffry both mad (?) before 
Wright? Anr. they were. 


By same. Ware you not acquainted with Ro Wright and what did you ever hear 
him say on the subject of disposing of his estate at his death? Anr | was 
acquainted with him ever since we were boys together. | never heard him say 
what he meant to do with his estate? | 


By same. From the misunderstanding between Wright and S. Perrow and from 
the confidence Wright has several of his near neighbors do you not think it much 
more probable that he would have appointed Mr Fleming or some other 
neighbour as executor than S. Perrow? Anr. | should so 


By same. Had not Wright a mother living with him, and had he not brothers and 
sisters who were needy, and did he not frequently aid them? Anr. he had a 
mother living in a house near him - he also had brothers and sisters some of 
them needy. | have understood that he aided them. 


By same. What did you hear Williams say about money belonging to Wright? 
Anr. | heard him say something of money | forget how much which he supposed 
was stolen with the will. 


By same. Was this Mr. Litchford spoken of as an exr or (?) neighbour of, or 
intimate acquaintance of Wright? Anr. He lived 7 or 8 miles distant and | believe 
they were acquainted. 


~ By same. Did you not see Davidson in Lynch'g the day upon which Wright died? 
Anr. | dont recollect that | did. 


Question by Plaintiffs. Did you not know that there was a difference, or 
misunderstanding between Robert Wright, and his mother at the time of his 
Death? 


Answer. | have understood that there were frequent misunderstandings between 
them, but | do not know that there was any difference between them at the time 
of his Death. 


Question by same. Did not Robert Wright's wife whom he first married run off 
from him with a man of the name of Arthur, and did not Robert continue until the 
time of his Death very much exasperated with her for so doing? 


Answer. | believe that she did run off with Arthur twice. After she run off the first 


time he took her back, but after she ran off the second time, | believe he was 
very much exasperated against her, and continued so till his Death. 
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Question by same. Do you not know that Robert Wright was very much attached 
to the plaintiff Polly Davidson, and continued so til his Death? 


Answer. | do not know as to his attachment to her they lived together until he 
died, and | never heard that there was any affray, or misunderstanding between 
them. | 


Question by the same. Do you know that Robert Wright and Stephen Perrow 
were raised in the same neighbourhood boys together, and were in the general 
friendly, and intimate, and do you know of your own knowledge of any dispute 
between them? 


Answer. They were raised together in the same neighbourhood, and | believe 
were in the general friendly nor do | know of any of my own knowledge of any 
dispute between them. 


Qust. by Dft. What did you hear Thomas Borr a witness examined on the 

of P. Davidson in Campbell Court November 1818 say. Anr. | 
since heard him say that he knew nothing about the matter except what Wm 
Davidson the brother of Polly had told him behind the corn house. 


Qust by Dft. What was the probable age of Ro Wright & was he not a very 
health man? Anr. He was generally very healthy & 38 years of age. 


By same. Is it usual for men in health and of his age to make their will? Anr. | 
think not. 


W.B. Perrow" 


This record indicates that Robert Wright's mother still lived near him at his death, that 


with a Mr. Arthur. 
The next deposition in File 525 was of Campbell Franklin on October 6, 1820, at 
the Franklin Hotel in Lynchburg, Virginia, and provided as follows: 


"Mr Robert Wright came into this deponents grocery a month or two before his 
death in company with one of the Mr. Davidson's, which this deponent took to be 
Wrights wifes brother. he Davidson asked Wright to purchase some articles 
from the deponant in his line of business. Wright replied they had lived upon him 
long enough, and they should not continue much longer upon him this deponent 
understood from the remark the family of Davidsons in which Wright had 
connected himself. 
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Qust By same. Was not Mr. Litchford insolvent and had he not sold his estate & 
was about to remove out of the neighborhood long before R Wright's death? 
Anr. At this time he may be considered insolvent, at the time of Wrights death 
he was not considered insolvent. he has not removed and aire still in the county. 


Campbell Franklin" 


The next deposition in File 525 was of William Thompson, Jr., on October 6, 
1820, at the Franklin Hotel in Lynchburg, Virginia, and provided as follows: 


"Qust by Deft. Was there not a great misunderstanding between Robert Wright 
& a certain James Williams who has given evidence in this cause just before 
Wrights death? | 

Anr. | believe there was a difference between James Williams and Robert 
Wright, that he heard said Williams curse and abuse said Wright and that he 
would cain the d_m Rascal or something to that amount. 


By same, Is this Polly Davidson not a woman of bad character, and did she not 
live with Wright as a concubine? 


She is a white woman and lived with Robin Wright a man of colour as a wife 


By same, Were you acquainted with Ro. Wright, and what did you ever hear him 
say on the subject of a will. 


Ansr. | was acquainted with him, but never heard him say anything about a will. 


By same. Did you not understand that there was a personal diference between 
Wright & Mr Stephen Perrow sometime before his death. 


Ansr. | have heard it stated there was. 


By same. Had not Wright a mother living with him & brothers and sisters who 
were needy & to whom he was much attached? 


Anr. He had a mother living near not more than 8 or 10 feet from his dweling 
house, | don't know as his Brothers & sisters 


By same. In what relation does Wm Davidson James, Davidson & Charles 
Caffrey stand to this Polly Davidson alias Mrs Wright? 


Anr. William Davidson ts her Brother, James Davidson her Father as they are 
called. Charles Caffrey | know not as to him. 
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By same. Had not Jas Davidson & Charles Caffrey both been long 
before Wright's death? 


Anr. | am not positive. 


By Perrow. How long before Wrights death was this diference between Wright 
and Jas Williams? Anr. The latter part of the year 1817. 


Wm Thompson, Jr." 


The next deposition in File 525 was of John Depriest on October 6, 1820, at the 
Franklin Hotel in Lynchburg, Virginia, and provided as follows: 


"He was present when Mr. Williams gave testimony in Campbell Court on the 
subject of Wrights supposed will, he did state that he had seen and read the will 
to himself - and after Davidson had been examined in the same cause he 
Williams said he had read the will sufficiently loud to be heard by others in the 
room - Davidson testified in the same cause that he head Williams read the will. 


Qust by Pit. Was not Wright a young and healthy man, and did he not bid fair to 
become an old man. Anr. He appeared healthy, about 33 or 34 years of age. 


By same Is it usual for men in the vigor of life to make a will. Anr. | think it not 
the custom. 


J. Depriest" 


The next deposition in File 525 was of Betsey Godsey dated October 7, 1820, at 
the Franklin Hotel in Lynchburg, Virginia, and provided as follows: 


"Quest by Defs. Did you not know of a diference between Ro Wright & Stephen 
Perrow not long before W's death and did you not hear Wright threaten to shoot 
Perrow? 


Anr. There was a quarel. | heard Perrow curse and abuse Wright at his own 
house. | also heard Wright abuse Perrow and threaten to shoot him. Perrow 
said he intended to inform the grand jury at the next court, and have his white 
wife taken away from him and also to take away all of his W's gunns. 


By same What did you hear Wright say about Perrow aiding his first wife in run 
away from him? 


Anr. | heard him say that he believed it was S. Perrow & Wiley who conveyed 
her away to Arthur and that he never would be friendly with him to his grave. 
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By same. What did you ever hear any thing of Wrights giving a bond to 

Miss Davidson, on making a will if so what was it. Anr. | never heard him say 
any thing about a will. | heard him (W.) say that when he was drunk he had 
given her his bond for $1000, but when he got sober he took it from her and tore 
it up. 


By same. What do you know of S. Perrows conduct toward Wrights aged 
mother since Wrights death? 


Anr. He said she ought to have been kicked down the hill many a day ago and 
had her neck broke. He ordered the negroes not to cary her a stick of wood, or a 
drop of water. 


Question by Plaintiffs. When and where did you hear Robert Wright say that he 
believed Stephen Perrow & Wiley had assisted his wife in running away, and that 
he never would be friendly with Stephen Perrow to his grave? 


Answer. It was in his own House not very long before his own Death. 


Question by same. Where did you hear Perrow abuse Robin Wright, and who 
was present? 


Answer. It was at Stephen Perrow's own House, and none but his family were 
present. 


Question by same. Who was present when S. Perrow abused Robin's mother? 
Answer. | believe Mr. John Akers was present but | am not certain. 


her 
Betsey + Godsey" 
mark 


The next deposition in File 525 was of Catharine Stockton on October 7, 1820, at 
the Franklin Hotel, Lynchburg, Virginia, and provided as follows: 


“That some time before the Death of Robert Wright dec. the Deponent met with 
the said Robert in the town of Lynchburg, and in the course of conversation with 
him this Deponent asked him whether it was true as she had heard, that Nancy 
Caffery the Sister of the plaintiff Polly Davidson alias Polly Wright, had been 
turned out of the Baptist Church, in consequence of the said Polly having gone 
to live with him the said Robert. He the said Robert replied that it was not true 
that all the relations of the said Polly were pleased at her living with him. This 
deponent then inquired of said Robert whether he had married the said Polly, or 
how he had got her to live with him. He answered & said that he had hired her. 
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This deponent then inquired what wages he gave her. He answered & said that 
she should have the half of all he was worth if she bore him children. That he 
had made his will in that way. That he had left Stephen Perrow & Arthur 
Litchford executors of his said will, & it was witnessed by James Davidson, & 
Charles Caffery. This Deponent had heard of said will & its contents from the 
said James Davidson & Charles Caffrey before the conversation above stated 
with the said Robert. 


Some short time after the Death of the said Robert, this deponent was riding 
along the road a few miles below Lynchburg, when she discovered several 
persons going along the road a short distance before her. When this Deponent 
came in a few steps behind them, one of them who this deponent has since 
found out was Betsey Wright the sister of the said Robert, with a loud voice 
proclaimed that she was at her Brother Robert's the night he died, that she had 
stolen his the said Robert's will, and all the money he had and had conquered all 
the white folks. The day after said Robert Wright died this deponent was riding 
by his House, when Lavina Baker (who has this evening given her deposition in 
this cause) run out of his House & stopped this deponent & stated that she was 
at the house of said Robert the night he died that they had taken all the writings 
of the said Robert, and all the money he had, and that the Plaintiff Polly 
Davidson was then in the House in labor & had not a cent of money to help 
herself with. 


That sometime in the month of April last this deponent heard the said Levina 
Baker say, that Betsey Wright had done more for her than all the people in the 
world beside, and that she would fight this Deponent til she died before this 
deponent should give a deposition in this cause. 


This deponent has frequently heard the said Robert Wright say, that if Stephen 
Perrow had been his own brother he could not have loved him better. and that if 
he ever got sick, disabled, or died he would put his business in the hands of the 
said Stephen, so great was his respect for him. 


Qust by Deft. Is there not a personal diference between you, Betsey Wright & 
Leveny Baker? Anr. | never quareled with them. | affirmed the peace against 
Betsey. | have not yet affirmed the peace against Leveny. 


By same. Did not you affirm the peace, or threaten to do so against Ro Wright. 
Anr. | did about the time his first wife left him. he had threatened me with a gun 
to make me talk and drew his fist to break my head. 


By same Did the Court limit Rob. Wright on your affirmation? Anr. They did not, 
the court said they would go his security. 
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By same. Do you not now keep loaded pistols in dread of Leveny Baker? Anr. 
Keep them for no person except such as come to disturb me. 


By same Did you know Betsey Wright before Wrights' death? Anr. | saw her at 
Robin's & her mothers. 


By same. Who was in company with Betsey Wright at the time you speak of 
having overtaken her. Anr. Two black men. 3 black women & a baby. 


Catharine Stockton" 


From this record Betsey Wright is identified as a sister of Robert Wright and, therefore, 
a daughter of 1805 Thomas Wright of Campbell County. 

The next deposition in File 578 was of Jared Gilliam on October 7, 1820, at the 
Franklin Hotel, Lynchburg, Virginia, and provided as follows: 


"That the winter before Robin Wright died this deponent was at the house of 
Colo. Daniel B. Perrow in company with Stephen Perrow, when said Stephen 
Perrow told the said Daniel B. Perrow that one of Stewart's negroes told him the 
said Stephen & Fleming Duncan that Robin Wright had cursed them for rascals, 
and said that they had not done what they had promised him to do (which was to 
go with him in the wood hunting their Hogs) and that he considered them no 
better than thieves & that he had accused his the negro's master with the same. 
That Fleming Duncan had asked him the said Stephen on hearing this news, 
whether he was not going down to see said Robin on the subject, but that he the 
said Stephen had replied that it was useless to do so, as it being negro's news, 
Robin would deny it. That he new Robin better than he did, & to let him alone. 


Jared (?) Gilliam" 


The next deposition in File 525 was of Patterson Gilliam on October 8, 1820, at 
the Franklin Hotel, Lynchburg, Virginia, and provided as follows: 


"Qust by Deft. Did you, or did you not, tell Rob Wright at Campbell Court house 
that Mr. Perrow intended to present him for living in adultry with Polly Davidson, 
and that Duncan was going to whip him for his having caled him & S. Perrow 
hogg thieves? | 


Anr. | don't remember as to the presentment. | told him that Duncan going to 
whip for having used the expression. | 


Qust by same Was not Wright much alarmed to all appearances. Anr. he 
appeared very much alarmed. 
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By same. Did you not hear S. Perrow & Davidson say that they difered in 
opinion with Williams on the subject of the will? Anr. | heard Perrow say that he 
and Davidson was of the opinion that the property was left to Polly Davidson 
absolutely. Mr. Williams thought it reverted back to his child Thomas Wright at 
her death. 


Question by Plitffs. What was the cause of Robins alarm when you gave him the 
information above mentioned? 


Answer. After denying having said what Stephen Perrow had heard he said 
about him, he stated that he had appointed said Perrow his executor, and that he 
would be very sorry that he should fall out with him, or words to that effect. 


Question by same. Did you not hear Colo. Perrow say that Stephen Perrow had 
threatened to present Robin Wright, but that he believed he did not intend to do 
it, but merely stated so to screen Robin, & prevent his being presented by him? 


Answer. | heard Colo. Perrow say that Stephen Perrow had told him he had 
made a motion to the grand jury to present Robin, but that he the said Colo. 
Perrow did not know whether to believe it, or not; he had a thought that Stephen 
had told him so to merely prevent him, or some other person from presenting 
him. 


Qust by Deft. What induced you to make the communication to Wright at 
Campbell Court house, and did not you think Wright in dainger? 


Anr. It was from my former acquaintance with Robert and my belief that he was 
in dainger. 


Question by PItff. What is the character of Levina Baker a witness who has 
given her evidence in this cause and do you think her entitled to credit on oath? 
Answer. As to her character upon oath | have no right to dispute it. Her general 
character is that she is a lewd woman. 


Question by same. Does not the said Levina spend the greater part of her time 
at Betsey Wrights (a free woman of color in Lynchburg and a notorious 
prostitute? Answer. | have frequently seen her there. 


Question by Defendant. did not Robert Wright ask you to go home with him 
shortly before his last illness for fear Stephen Perrow would murder him. Answer 
he asked me to go to aid him in making peace between them. Would it not be a 
great advantage to Stephen Perrow from his present circumstances to be 
Executor of & get possession of Robert Wrights estate. 


Answer. | certainly think it would. 
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Do you not believe that a majority of the neighbours say that Catherine Stockton 
is abad woman. A majority do say so. 


Would you from the report of the neighbourhood give credit to Catherine 
Stockton as a witness in a cause of justice. | could not have confidence in her 
statement on oath. 


Patteson Gilliam" 


The next deposition in File 525 was of Agnes Lewis on October 8, 1820, at the 
Franklin Hotel, Lynchburg, Virginia, and provided as follows: 


"Some time in about three years ago she was removing back & meet Rob Wright 
in the town of Lynchburg who said to the witness that he intended soon to 
remove himself because he had so many enimys about him & that Stephen 
Perrow had been killing his Hoggs for three years that he lost horse & hoggs by 
the Bite of amad Dogg. The witness asked Rob Wright if he intended taking 
Polly Davidson with him who answered he did not because there was a bitter 
(little ?) falling out between them as he had torn up a bond which he had given 
when he was drunk for her support of one thousand Dollars. 


Question by Defent do you know that Stephen Perrow and Robert Wright were 
enemys or on bad terms before the death of Rob Wright Answer | heard Robert 
Wright say so about one year before he died. 


Question by same What kind of a woman was Polly Davidson. She did not 
support a good character by her neighbours. 


Agnes + Lewis" 


The next deposition in File 525 was of Levina Baker apparently on October 8, 
1820, at the Franklin Hotel in Lynchburg, Virginia, and provided as follows: 


"She was at the house of Robert Wright the fall before he died when the said 
Wright sent a message to Stephen Perrow & Dunkin if they did not quit killing his 
hoggs he would way lay them in the mountain & shoot them. That some time 
afterward Mr. Perrow came to where this deponant was and enquired of me, and 
said that he should enquire of all the neighbours of his conduct and said that at 
the next grand jury he intended to present him for living with Polly Davidson, a 
white woman, and further that he would take his guns from him. 


Qust. by Deft. Did you ever hear Wright say that he was afraid S. Perrow & 
James Williams would kill him or do him other injury? Anr. | have, frequently. 
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Qust. by same did you see Polly Davidson in or about the time of Wright's death 
& what was the conversation. Ansr. | was there on the eveing before he died, 
and again on the next morning. when | inquired of Polly Davidson what he had 
done with his worldly affairs. She replied he had made no provision for her & 
asked her if she would not get the $1000 for which he had given his bond. She 
replied no, that he had destroyed all his writings for her benefit before his Death. 


Qust by same. Did not you hear Robert Wright say that he had to tell Patteson 
Gilliam, that he had made a will and also to tell him that he had appointed 

S. Perrow his Execur. for the purpose of keeping peace. Anr. | did hear him say 
he had to tell Gilliam so in defense of his own life or words of that effect. 


Qust by same. What did you hear Wm Davidson say on the subject of his 
testimony in Campbell Court, on the subject of Wrights alleged will? 


Anr. Christmas after Ro Wright's he came to Wrights mother and said that he 
wanted to make friends with the family, for that in giving his testimony his object 
was to save his sister but it had done him no good, and only disgraced himself 
that he was sorry he had made such a statement, and should not do the like 
again. 7 


Qust by same. Is not Mrs. Stockton & yourself at deference. 
Anr. We have been and are yet & do not expect we shall be otherwise. 


Qust by same. Is not this Stockton a woman of singular temper and do not you 
think she would make any statement upon oath regardless of the truth? Arnr. 
She is a woman of strange character & | do believe he is capable of swearing to 
anything as she has certainly testified to things in an affidavit in relation to me & 
this evening that are not true. 


Question by the plaintiffs Who was present at Robin Wright's mother's at the 
time you state Wm Davidson to have used the language you have stated above? 


Answer. | believe there was no person present except Robins mother, Turner 
Battles, Letitia & myself. 


her 
Levina X Baker" 
mark 


The next deposition in File 525 was of John E. Woodson on October 9, 1820, 


and provided as follows: 
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"Question by the plaintiff 


Have you any acquaintance with Lavinia Baker & if you have, what character do 
you think she deserves & what confidence would you place her oath where she 
was interested. 


Answer | am somewhat acquainted with Lavinia Baker & Believe her character 
to be of the worst sort & would place no confidence in any thing she would say or 
swear where she was interested. 

Question by Samuel Fleming 

How do you come to this knowledged of Lavinia Baker 

Aswer from the conduct | have had an opertunity of observing of hers, & her 
general character from others | have made this opinion & have had no reason to 
change it. 


J. E. Woodson" 


The next deposition in File 525 was of John Hoar on October 9, 1820, and 
provided as follows: 

"Question by PItff 

Do you know that Polly Davidson alias Polly Wright was delivered of a child a few 


days after Robert Wrights Death & if you do, do believe that Robert Wright is the 
father of it. 


Answer. | have every reason to believe that she was & | have every reason to 
believe that Robert Wright was the father of it as its colour & features 
corresponded with his. 

Question by Ditto 

Did you not live in the House of Robert Wright a considerable time during which 
time he lived with Polly Davidson Alias Polly Wright as though they had been 
man & wife in the utmost Harmony. 


Answer | did & they lived as man & wife Harmoniously as | believe. 
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Question by ditto 


Did Polly Davidson alias Polly Wright take charge of the Domestick affairs of the 
House of Robert Wright. 


Answer. To all appearances she did. 
Question by Samuel Fleming 


Did you not a few days before the Death of Robert apply to him for some money 
& if you did what was his answer 


Answer | did & his answer was that he had no money then, but so soon as he - 
could get it he would pay me, & about the same time Ralleigh Chilton's boy 
applied for some money & received about the same ansr. 


John Hoar" 


This record indicates that Martha Ann Davidson was born within a few days of Robert 
Wright's death on October 14, 1818. | 

The next document filed in File 578 was the answer of Polly Davidson to the 
cross-complaint by Prior Wright and others dated October 9, 1820, and provided as 
follows: 


"This respondent saving to herself all just, and proper exceptions to the said bill, 
for answer thereto or to so much thereof as she is advised it is in any wise 
material she should answer, answereth, and saith: That it is true that Thomas 
Wright refered to in the bill of the complainants, did by his last will, and 
Testament duly of record in the County Court of Campbell, devise and bequeath 
to his son Robert Wright the principal part of his estate, as stated by the 
plaintiffs. But it is not true that the said Thomas Wright at that time held the said 
Robert in Slavery. On the contrary he had long before that time by a written 
instrument of record in the County Court of Campbell, and a copy of which when 
procured will be filed, and prayed to be taken as a part of this answer, 
emancipated said Robert after he should attain the age of twenty one years, 
which the said instrument by itself declared would happen in the year 1801. This 
instrument is dated and was admitted to record as aforesaid on the first day of 
September 1791. But even had no such deed or instrument of emancipation 
been previously executed by the said Thomas Wright, this respondent has 
advised, that devise to the said Robert contained in the last will and testament of 
the said Thomas Wright would of itself operate in Law as an emancipation of the 
said Robert Wright, since if it were otherwise, the intention of the Testator would 
be completely defeated. It was doubtless the intention of the said Testator to 
convey to the said Robert a beneficial interest in the property devised to him, and 
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if it be true that the said devise did not operate as an emancipation of the said 
Robert, the devise would be void, and wholly inoperative, and the said Robert 
took nothing under said will. A construction so monstrous, absurd, and unjust 
can surely never be countenanced in a Court of Justice. 


It is true this respondent has with others brought a suit in this Honorable Court to 
set up the last will, & testament of the said Robert Wright, which since his Death 
has been lost, or destroyed. That such a last will, & testament as is described 
and set forth in the bill filed in said suit, was by the said Robert Wright made and 
left in full force at his Death, this respondent must solemnly avers, and considers 
amply proven, and established by the evidence filed in said cause. To the Bill 
answer, exhibits, evidence and other proceedings in said cause, this respondent 
begs leave to refer to the truth of this statement. 


This respondent having thus answered fully prays to be hence dismissed with 
her costs in this behalf expended." 


The next document filed in File 525 was a motion by Samuel Fleming's attorney 
dated October 12, 1820, to continue the trial of the matter and provided as follows: 


"Corporation of Lynchburg 


This day Samuel Fleming personally appeared before me Jno. Thurman Mayor 
of the corporation aforesaid and made oath that he cannot go safely to trial of 
the case Davidson & Perrow against him as administrator of Robert Wright 
Deceased & Guardian of Thomas P. Wright son of Robert. first because he has 
lately come to the knowledge of a witness George Macky who now resides in 
Leaksvill in the State of North Carolina who as this affiant is informed and 
believes was a witness to a bond of $1,000 given by Robert Wright to Polly 
Davidson one of the Plaintiffs which bond was destroyed by Robt in his lifetime 
from which it is alledged the story of the will orrigionated from whom also 
important negative evidence is expected he having lived about the house of 
Robert Wright about ten months as a stone cutter in and about the time this 
paper called a will is said to have been made whose deposition he has had no 
opportunity of taking & without which he cannot go safely to trial, 2ly because he 
is informed & believes James S. McCallister to be an important witness as 
regards the contradictory statements of witnesses introduced to prove the 
existence of a paper they called a will. which Evidence this affiant deems 
important & which has lately come to his knowledge & he has not yet been able 
to take it. again because he considers the testimony of Drs. |. Rose & Howel 
Davis attendant Physicians in the last illness of Robert Wright to be important & 
will contradict as this affiant is informed & believes some other Evidence much 
relyed on by complainants. Which evidence he has not yet taken principaley 
because those gent have been when he was at leisure engaged in their 
professional services. There are other important witnesses one Cas. Hore, 
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whose Evidence he intended taking last Monday at Campbell Courthouse, but 
when this affiant went to the place he found the witness intoxicated & was 
informed that Stephen Perrow one of the Plaintiffs had been plying him with 
whisky. There is the other important Evidence which this affiant would wish to 
have an opportunity of taking for all which he prays a continuance believing that 
now going into trial would not do justice to his ward given under my hand this 
12th day of October 1820. 


John Thurman Mayor" 


The next document in File 525 was the deposition of John McAllister, Jr., that is 
undated but is probably from October 1820 and provided as follows: 


"Quest by the Plaintiff 

Are you acquainted with Leveny Baker & if you are what is your oppinion of her, 
and what sort of confidence do you think should be placed in her as a woman of 
truth. 


Ansr. | know Leviny Baker & know her to be a worthless retch & do believe she 
would say & sware any thing that would best suit her own interest. 


Quest by the same Do you know any thing about Ro Wrights last will. 
Ansr. | do not. 


Quest by the same Do you know any thing about the Character of Polly 
Davidson Plaintiff in the suit. 


Ansr. | Know nothing personally but have always heard that she sustained a fair 
caracter. 


Quest by Samuel Fleming. 
do you know that Polly Davidson lived in a state of adultry with Robert Wright 


Ansr. | know that she lived in or about Robert Wrights House but know nothing 
more about her than that. 


John McAllister, Jr." 


The 1821 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Silvey 
Wright with the following household: 


Persons Names 
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Date of Chargable S.O. horses S$ Rate 
Lists With The Tax {2 _ &C horses COVg 


Silvey Wright 1 


2 Whi 2Whi P&S. P&S _ Coches 

carg cargs Waggs Waggs &c Coches 

NoExg Exg Not Exg Exg NotExg &cExg Ant. 

$100 $100 $200 $200 $300 $300 of Tax | 
Value Value Value Value Value Value D_ cts Proof 





13% 


The next document in File 578 was the deposition of John Harris dated 
February 1, 1821, and provided as follows: 


"He was acquainted with Thomas Wright Decd of Campbell County and knows 
that Pryor Wright, James Wright, was brothers of Thomas Wright Decd and John 
Wright a Brother's son of John Wright, who was Brother of Thomas Wright Decd, 
& Robert Coleman & Elizabeth Coleman children and heirs of Nancy Coleman 
Decd, who was sister of Thomas Wright Decd, James Wooldridge, and Mace 
Pendleton grandsons of Nancy Coleman Decd who was sister of Thomas Wright 
Decd of Campbell County. 


Quest ist. You always understood that this negro woman of Thomas Wright 
Decd by the name of Silvia was a slave. Ansr. That! always understood 


Quest 2nd Is not Mace Pendleton an orphan born and was under age Ansr. | 
believe that is so 


Quest 3rd How old are you this date. Ansr. Seventy Six years. 
John Harris Senr." 


This record reconfirms the relationships of the cross- complainants to 1805 Thomas 
Wright of Campbell County. | 

The next document in File 578 was the deposition of Benjamin Wilkins taken at 
David Johnson's in Duiguidsville Buckingham County, Virginia, on February 1, 1821, 
and provided as follows: | 


"He livd at Thomas Wrights in Campbell County nearly four months and never 
heard of this Deed of freedom to negroe Robert till Since the Suit has been 
brought by the heirs of Thomas Wright Dst. 
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Question the first was Thomas Wright Ever married 
Answer not that | know of 


Question Second you heard Thomas Wright Dis own this negroe Robert as his 
son 


Answer yes 


Question the third you heard Thomas Wright offer to sell this negroe Robert to 
my Brother William Watkins as one of his Slaves 


Answer yes and further this Deponant saith not 
Benj Welkins" 


The next document in File 525 was the deposition of Daniel B. Perrow dated 
February 5, 1821, at the tavern house of Henry Moorman in Lynchburg, Virginia, and | 
provided as follows: 


"That he lived a near neighbour to Thomas Wright decd for many years and that 
he was well acquainted with him until his death. 


Quest by the plaintiffs through their attorney Wm Wright - Was Thomas Wright 
ever married 


Ansr. Never, that | know of 


Quest by same Was the negro who called himself Robt Wright born a slave to 
Thos Wright or not 


Ans. | suppose he was 


Quest by same. Was he considered or known to be a son of Silvia a slave of 
Thos Wright 


Ansr. He was 


Quest by same Did you ever know of this deed of Freedom to negro Robt until 
since this suit was brought by the heirs of Thos Wright decd 


Ansr | never knew any thing of it before or since 


Quest. by same Did you not have in your possession the first will of Thos Wright 
in which you were appointed executor. 
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Ansr. yes 


Quest. by same Did you understand that Thos Wright intended altering the Will 
now recorded in Campbell County Court 


Ansr. | understood so from report 
Quest by same Did you ever hear Thos Wright own this negro Robert as his son 
Ansr. | do not recollect that | ever did 


Quest by same Did not Thos Wright own 375 acres of land on Beaver Creek in 
Campbell County and sundry slaves & stock 


Ansr. He owned several slaves. The quantity of land | did not know. He had 
stock 


Quest by Same 


Is not Thos. P Wright alias Thos P Godsey the issue of a pretended marriage 
between negro Robt & Polly Godsey a white woman 


Ansr. | believe he is 


Quest by same Did this Polly Godsey leave negro Robt and go into parts 
unknown or not 


Ansr. | understood that she left him and went to the State of Tennessee 


Quest by same. Did this negro Robt take to live with him Polly Davidson a white 
woman who lived in cohabitation with him to the day of his death 


Ansr. | believe he did - and that they lived together until the day of his death 


Quest. by same Is Martha Ann Davidson alias Martha Ann Wright the issue of 
this connection between negro Robt & Polly Davidson 


Ansr. | understood that they had a child 
Quest by same How long has that child been dead 
Ansr | do not know but understood that it died shortly after its birth 


Quest by same Do you know that Pryor Wright & James Wright were brothers of 
Thos Wright decd of Campbell County 
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Ansr. | always understood so 


Quest by same Is John Wright, a son of John Wright the brother of Thos Wright 
- decd & Mary Williamson sister of Thos Wright decd 


Ansr. | always understood so 


Quest by Deft Fleming Have not you heard Thos Wright often That a Wright or 
none of his kin should ever have a cents worth of his property 


Ansr. | have heard him say so before the birth of Robert and long since 


Quest. Have you ever heard Thos Wright say that he never got a cent of his 
Father's Property 


Ansr | heard him say that his Father had never given him any thing and that his 
relations should never be the better for any thing he had. 


Quest by same Did you not hear Thos Wright say that before his relatives 
should have any of his property he would give it to you 


Ansr. | believe | have heard him say so 


Quest by same. Did you not hear Thos Wright say that his relations had cheated 
him out of his right to his fathers estate 


Ansr. | do not recollect that | ever did 


Quest by same. Do you know that this deed of freedom was not executed by 
Thos Wright to Robt Wright son of Thos Wright as mentioned in the will of said 
Thos by him before his death 


Answer. | do not know that it was or was not and further the deponent says not 
Daniel B. Perrow" 


This record establishes that the slave Silvia was the mother of Robert Wright. It also 
indicates there had been some sort of breach between 1805 Thomas Wright of 
Campbell County and his father 1779 John Wright of Prince Edward County. 

William C. Wooldridge has suggested that the breach may have been with Thomas 
Wright's brother James Wright who may not have paid over the thirty pounds due from 
James to Thomas under the will of their father 1779 John Wright. 
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Campbell Chronicles And Family Sketches described Daniel B. Perrow as 
follows: 


",.. [nthe latter part of the 18th Century Stephen Perrow and his nephew, 
Daniel B., sold their lands in Buckingham and moved to Campbell county, where 
they settled upon adjoining farms along Beaver creek, near the court house 
road... .In 1783 Daniel B. Perrow was listed in the U.S. Census as head of a 
family of five and located in Amherst. Daniel married Elizabeth, the daughter of 
David Fleming. He had previously purchased lot No. 6 at Campbell court house, 
which he and his wife sold in 1787. Daniel B. Perrow was a man of large 
property, and sporting proclivities; he maintained a stable of thorough-bred 
horses and built a track in a field near his house which is still called race track 
field. He was an ensign in the American Navy during the Revolutionary war, but 
bore the title of colonel, was later probably a militia officer. He represented the 
county in the Legislature for 11 terms, twenty-two years altogether. In 1815- 
1816 he was sheriff of the county, with Nicolas Harrison as his security. His 
daughter, Mary, married Colonel Thomas Franklin of Pilot Mountain estate; no 
males bearing his name are now living, but he has female descendants; he died 
in 1821." 


The next deposition in File 578 was of John Gardner at the tavern house of 


Henry Moorman in Lynchburg, Virginia, on February 5, 1821, and provided as follows: 


"That He had been acquainted with Mr. Thomas Wright for about thirty three 
years and that some two or three years after his acquaintance with him that he 
heard him say that he had carried Robert (calling him his Robin) to the Court 
house and had set him free and that it was his intention to give him his estate if 
he should out live him. And that he had frequently heard the said Thos Wright 
say in his drinking fits that none of his blood relations should ever have any of his 
estate if he could help it for that he had rather give it to the poor of the County of 
Campbell than that any of them should have it 


Quest by Defts Was this Robin a mullato boy or not 

Ansr. He was. 

Quest by same Did you know that he was the son of Silvia or no 
Ansr. He was generally understood to be the son of Silvia 


Quest by the same. Did he or not take him and keep him in the house pretty 
much 


Ansr. When | was there he generally slept with him though he did not eat at the 
table with him but was generally in the house with him 
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Quest by same Do you know whether he took any pains in his education or not 


Ansr. | know that he carried him down to Robt Richardson to keep store and 
sent him to school also and furnished him with a horse to attend his school 


Quest by Wm Wright who calls himself attorney in fact for the plaintiffs. 
Was Thos Wright ever married to your knowledge 
Ansr. | do not know that he ever was 


to negro Robert until since brought by the heirs of Thos 
Wright 


Ansr. | never saw the deed but | heard of it and saw his papers of emancipation 
10 or 12 years ago but never read them or heard them read but was told by Robt 
that he had procured them for the purpose of traveling out of the State 


Quest by Same. Is this negro Robt the son of Silvia a slave of Thos Wright 


Ansr. | do not know that Silvia was a slave to Thos Wright but she was so 
considered in the neighbourhood. 


Quest by Defts. Did you ever hear or know any thing of the emancipation of this 
woman Silvia 


Ansr. Thos Wright told me himself that he had emancipated Silvia and some of 
her children born after Robin 


And further the depondent saith not 
John Gardner:" 


This record indicates that some or all of the persons named in the emancipation 
declarations in 1800 and 1801 may have been children of 1805 Thomas Wright. Those 
persons included Betsy, born about 1/94, Mary, born about 1796, Eliza, born about 
1793, Riah, born about 1797, Anna, born about 1773, and James, born about 1775. 

The next deposition in File 525 was of George Mackey on May 1, 1821, at Wythe 
Courthouse and provided as follows: 


"Quest by Defts. Were you at work at Robert Wrights at the time that Polly 
Davidson came to live with the said Wright, and how long did you remain there 
afterwards? 
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Ansr. | was at Robert Wrights when Polly Davidson came there and | lifted her 
off of the horse & | remained there at time off and on for six months afterwards. 


By same At what period of the year of 1816 did she come to live with Robert 
Wright? 


Ansr it was in the fall season. There were cold nights and white frosts. 


By same. Did not Ro Wright on the same day or the day after she came to live 
with him give his bond to her for one thousand dollars and were you not a 
subscribing witness to said bond 


A. He give his bond to her the same night, & | was a witness to it but for what 
sum | do not recollect it was either for a Thousand dollars or a Thousand 
pounds. 


By same. Was not John McLening who was also living with Ro Wright the other 
witness to the bond? 


A. he was & | think there was a third witness a Mr. Williams who was over seer 
for Nick Harrison 


By same. At what time did you first see James Davidson the father of said 
complainant at Ro Wrights house, was it not five or six months thereafter? 


Ansr. | saw him at Robert Wrights during my stay there but at what period of the 
time | do not recollect 


By same. Did not the said Davidson effect to be displeased at his daughters 
living in adultry with Wright a coloured man? 


Ansr. | do not recollect to have heard any such thing from him 


By same. Were you not in habits of intimancy with Ro Wright, and did you not 
board & lodge at this house at the time Polly Davidson came to his house and for 
8 or 10 months after? 


Ansr. | did board & lodge there at the time Polly Davidson came to his house but 
how long afterwards | do not recollect 


By same. Did you ever hear Wright say he had made and published his last will 
and testament, in which he gave Polly Davidson any other part of his estate over 
and above the bond of $1,000 aforesaid, or that he had made after she came to 
reside with him? 
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An. | heard such a report there but not from Wright. 


Do you remember what other workmen or persons were at Wrights in fall 1816 
while you lived there? 


Ansr | do not recollect what year it was but | remember that John McCaing & 
John hoar ware there with me at the time he Brought her there & Williams was at 
the house at the same 


By same. Did you ever understand from Wright that he was dissatisfied at 
having given his bond to P. Davidson for the $1,000 - and that he had or would 
destroy the same? 


Ansr. | never did 


By same. Do you not believe that if Wright had made a will in 1816 that you 
would have known of the fact - say after Ms. Davidson came to live with him? 


Ansr. | can not say whether he would or would not but the report of his having 
made a will was after | left his house. 


By same. Was not Wright after Miss Davidson came to live with him constantly 
deranged from intemperance? 


Ansr. he was in a habit of Intemperance both before and after Miss Davidson 
came to Live with him | 


By same Do you think at any time in 1816 after the comp! came to live with 
Wright, that he was in a situation to make a will? 


Ansr. He was an industrious man and was sober at times, but took frequent 
frolicks. 


Qust By same From Wrights intemperance and consequent Derangement of 
mind did you not leave his imployment without being able to effect a settlement 
of your accounts with him, and were you ever able to effect the settlement at all 
with him? 


Ansr. Wright & myself had a verbal settlement before | left him, but Just at the 
time | left his house he was not capable of doing any business 


By same. Did Wm Davidson brother of Polly live at Wrights in fall 18167? 


Ansr. There was a brother of hers there the fall that | worked there but | do not 
know whether his name was William or not. perhaps it was 
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By same. How long was it before you saw Wm Davidson at Wrights? 
Ansr. | can not say how long. 


By same. Did not you often hear Ro Wright speak unfriendly of Stephen Perrow 
his alledged Executor? 


Ansr. | have heard him speake in a Disrespectful way of Perrow but when | saw 
them together, they appeared as greate as Brothers. 


By same. Did you not hear him complain of Stephen Perrow & Wily having 
assisted Mr. Arthur in seducing and carrying away Ro Wrights wife? 


Ansr. | never heard him complain of Stephen Perrow, about his wife but | have 
heard him abuse Wily frequently about assisting to carry away his wife." 


The next deposition in File 578 was of Robert C. Wright of Buckingham on 
August 29, 1821, at Oakville Storehouse in Buckingham County and provided as 
follows: 


"That he was walking in company of said Robert, who called himself Robert 
Wright, at the read Oak camp meeting, and Robert said his wife was gone and 
left a child and he believed her to be a whore for she left a child and she said 
she never would have a child to live by him for Robert said the child was catched 
in his net and he must get some one to raise it, and he offered to pay me to my 
satisfaction, if | would take it and raise it my own was | would if my wife was 
willing. Robert said the child was not his for the child would show for itself for 
them that she had before this shewed for themselves, & further Robert said he 
believed this Thomas P. Wright to be a child of Arther's that carried his wife away 


Question 1st, by the pltffs Was not you at the House where Polly Davidson now 
lives Answer Yes Question 2nd did you not here Polly Davidson say that when 
she went to live with Robert that he gave her a bond of One Thousand Dollars 
Answer yes. Question 3rd, did not Polly Davidson after she came to live with 
Robert say that he took the bond from her and destroyed it. Answer yes. 
Question 4th did not Polly Davidson tell you that Robert promised to make a will 
but had not done it Answer he had not done it. Question 5th, Was not this 
conversation between you and Polly Davidson after the death of said Robert 

_ Answer it was. Question 6th, Did not Stephen Perrow ask you to go with him to 
the tavern at Campbell Court House, and did he not say that he what 
Col. Daniel B Perrow had sworn to was the truth, Answer yes, Question 7th, 
Did not Stephen Perrow say that there was a difference between himself and 
said negro Robert Answer yes but a month or two before his death he came to 
court takes out Stephen Perrow and told him he wanted to make friends with 
him. Perrow told him he would be friends with him well Mr. Perrow said negro 
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Robert | want to make a will and leave you my Executor his anr was | will serve 
this was in 1818 just before the death of negro Robert, and further this deponent 
saith not 

his 

Robert X Wright" 

mark 

The next deposition in File 578 was of William Walker at Oakville Storehouse in 
Buckingham County on August 29, 1821, and provided as follows: 


"That he was well acquainted with Thomas Wright decd to his death Quest 1st, 
Was Thomas Wright ever married. Answer not to my knowledge. Quest 2nd. 
You understand Polly Davidson had two children and one of them was borned 
after the death of negro Robert Answer Yes. 


Quest 3rd. Are you well acquainted with the family of the Davidsons Answer | 
am for many years 


Quest 4th. Is not William Davidson an evidence to negro Roberts pretended will 
a brother to Polly Davidson that is now set up to be proved Answer Yes 


Quest 5th. Is not Nancy Caffry a sister to said Polly Davidson and evidence to 
negro Roberts pretended will, that is now set up to be proved Answer | have 
heard she was. 

Quest 6th. Could you depend on the evidence of William Davidson & Nancy 
Caffry to negro Roberts pretended will as just proof being brother and sister to 
Polly Davidson. Answer | should depend on them as evidence on any case 
Quest 7th. Is not both Polly Davidsons children dead 

Answer | have heard so. and further this deponent saith not 


William Walker" 


The next deposition in File 5/78 was of Benjamin Watkins at the Oakville 
Storehouse, Buckingham County, on August 29, 1821, and provided as follows: 


"Question by the plaintiffs 


at the time you worked at Thomas Wrights at Campbell County what age do you 
suppose this negro boy called Robert that is now brought in the suit 
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Answer. this deponent says for answer he supposes him to be between fourteen 
and sixteen years old 


And further this deponent not 
Benj Watkins" 


The next deposition in File 578 was of Charles Wright at Oakville Store House in 
Buckingham County on August 29, 1821, and provided as follows: 


"That he was well acquainted with Thomas Wright decd of Campbell County for 
many years to his death Qust 1st by the pltfs 


Was Thomas Wright decd. ever married Answer he told me he never was. 


Quest 2nd do you know anything of this deed of freedom to negro Robert til 
since the suit has been brought by the heirs of Thomas Wright decd. Answer no. 


Quest 3rd Are you well acquainted with the family of the Davidsons. 


Answer Yes. Qust 4 is not William Davidson an evidence to negro Robert's 
pretended Will a brother of Polly Davidson that is now set up to be proved. 
Answer she has a brother by that name Quest 5th is not Nancy Caffry sister to 
said Polly Davidson and evidence to negro Roberts pretended Will, now set up to 
be proved. Answer yes she is a sister. 


Quest 6th. Could you depend on the evidence of William Davidson & Nancy 
Caffry to negro Roberts pretended will as just proof being brother and sister to 
Polly Davidson 


Answer no. Question 7th. Is not both Polly Davidsons children dead Answer | 
have heard so. and further this deponent saith not 


Charles Wright" 


The next deposition in File 578 was of Jesse Thornhill at Oakville Storehouse in 
Buckingham County on August 29, 1821, and provided as follows: 


"That he knew Thomas Wright decd of Campbell County. Question ist Was 
Thomas Wright decd. ever married Answer | never heard that he was. To the 
best of my recollection in Eighteen Hundred and Four or Eighteen Hundred and 
five | was at Thomas Wrights decd in Campbell County and heard Thomas 
Wright decd. say that there was four of the strongest negro fellows on this 
plantation that is in Campbell County and pointed at Bob and said Bob here is 
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one. Quest 2nd Was this negro Bob at that time a man grown Answer he 
appeared to be a man grown | 


Question 3rd [was] not this bob the same person that is brought in the suit [in] 
the superior court of Chancery holden for Lynchburg District Answer | have 
heard that he was the same and further this deponent saith not. 


Jesse Thornhill" 


The 1822 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Silvey 
Wright with the following household on March 19: 


Date of Persons Names Charg- S.O. horses S$ Rate 
Lists ~ able With The Tax 12 #£4z2&c horses CcOovg 
Mar 19 Silvey Wright 1 
P&S. 
2Whlicargs 2 Whi Waggs P&S Coches Coches 


Not Exg cargs Exg Not Exg Waggs Exg &cNotExg &cExg 
$100 Value $100 Value $200 Value $200 Value $300 Value $300 Value 


Amt. of Tax 
D cts Proof 


13% 


On May 11, 1823, the family of Thomas Wright, plaintiffs in the cross-complaint, | 
File 578, filed a motion to become parties in the first suit, File 525, regarding the will of 
Robert Wright. That motion provided as follows: 


"The object of the first suit is to set up the will of Robert Wright Decsd. alledging 
that it was destroyed by accident or design. 


The object of the cross suit is not only to contest the will of aforesaid, but 
alledges that Ro. Wright the pretended Testator was at the time of making said 
will, a slave, that he took the estate claimed by the Davidsons the plaintiffs in the 
first suit by devise from Thomas Wright Decsd., and at the time the said Thomas 
made his will, the said Robert was incapable of taking any estate (by reason of 
being a slave): They moreover seek a distribution of this estate upon the ground 
that they are the legal heirs of Thomas Wright Decsd. 
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All the Testimony in relation to the will taken by the plaintiffs in the cross suit 
have been taken in the style of and filed in the cross suit. 


The plaintiffs in the cross suit now ask the chancelor if he deems it just and 
proper to permit them to become parties to the issue devisarit vel non directed to 
the superior court of Bedford and also permit their testimony in relation to this 
subject to be used as evidence in the trial of said issue. 


The councel for the plaintiffs in the first mentioned suit object to the order asked. 


First. Because two of the plts in the first mentioned suit are now parties in the 
second suit. 


Secondly. Because the 2nd suit is not at issue having abated by the death of 
one of the pits. 


Thirdly. Because this being a motion addressed to the discretion of the court, 
and the suit last mentioned being wholly destituted justice or equity, no favor 
should be extended to the plts 


J. Dabney | 
11 May 1823." 
This record was the first indication of the death of one of the parties to the suit and as 
will be shown below, the deceased plaintiff was Pryor Wright and his death can, 
therefore, be determined to be prior to May 11, 1823. 
The next document in File 525 was dated May 16, 1823, and provided as 
follows: 
"Wright v Fleming. 
To be revived in the name of Thomas Wright admr of Pryor Wright ded the said 


Tho. Wright Samuel Wright & Pryor Wright childr. of the said Pryor Wright ded. 
May 16, 1823. | 


G. Jolinsen" 


This record confirms the death of Pryor Wright and identifies three of his children as 
Thomas Wright, Samuel Wright, and Pryor Wright. 
The next document in File 525 consisted of a series of questions posed to the 


court for instructions regarding the two suits and provided as follows: 
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"Instructions to go on in the suit of Pryor Wright and others against Samuel 
Fleming and others in Lynchburg Superior Court of Chancery and Bedford 
Superior Court of Law 


Qust 


1st Must the Evidence that was taken in Pryor Wrights lifetime be copied to 
Bedford Superior Court of Law in his administrators name Anr. 


2d Can the Clerk of the Superior Court of Chancery of Lynchburg District 
Reinstate the suit in the name of Thomas Wright administrator of Pryor Wright 
Ansr. 


3d. How must the suits be Docketed at Bedford Court against this Pretended will 
of Robert Wrights 


The death of the plaintiff Pryor Wright makes an abatement of the suit as to him, 
but not as to the others. It can be revived in the name of Thos. Wright his adm. 
at the Rules at the Clerk's office. When so revived, the suit goes not as before. 


| presume the Issue in Bedford Court may proceed notwithstanding the death of 
one of the plaintiffs. 


All testimony hereafter taken must be in the name of Prior Wright adm. with that 
of the other plaintiffs. 


Geo. Tucker 
Campbell C.H. Aug. 15, 1823 


P.S. As there is real estate in controversy Prior Wright's children must be made 
parties, and they will not be bound by the verdict until they are parties." 


The next document in File 578 was a summons dated November 7, 1823, which 
provided as follows: 


"The Commonwealth of Virginia, 
To the Marshall of the Lynchburg Chancery District Court, 


Greeting: You are hereby commanded to summon Samuel Fleming admor 
Pendentelite of Robert Wright decd. Polly Davidson alias Polly Wright and 
Thomas P. Wright alias Thomas P. Godsey to appear at the courthouse, in the 
town of Lynchburg at the clerks office of the Superior Court of Chancery, 
directed by law to be holden in the said town, on the first Monday in April next to 
shew cause if any they can why a suit lately depending in the said court wherein 
Pryor Wright, James Wright, John Wright, Robert Coleman, Elizabeth Coleman, 
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Mayes Pendleton, James Wooldridge & Mary Williamson are plaintiffs and the 
said Samuel Fleming admor pendentelitee of Robert Wright decd. Polly 
Davidson alias Polly Wright & Thomas Wright alias Thomas P. Godsey are 
defendants which hath abated as to the plaintiff Pryor Wright by his death should 
not stand and be revived against them in the name of Thomas Wright admor of 
Pryor Wright & the said Thomas Wright, Samuel Wright & Pryor Wright children 
of the said Pryor Wright decd. And this they shall in no wise omit under the 
penalty of 100 L. each And have then there this writ. Witness John Wills, Clerk 
of our said court at Lynchburg, the 7th day of November 1823, and in the 48th 
year of the commonwealth. 


John Wills, C.C.C." 


This last document also clearly identifies Thomas Wright, Samuel Wright, and Pryor 
Wright as children as Pryor Wright. 

The 1824 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Silvey 
Wright with the following household on March 8: 


Date of Blacks Horses, Stud 
receiving Persons Names above Mares Free Horses 
lists of Chargeable years Coltsand negroes & & Jack 
Individuals with the Tax old Mules Mulattoes Asses 
March 8 Silvey Wright fn 1 
Rate of Value of Amount 

Covering Riding Riding of 


perSeason Carriages Carriages the Tax 
12 


The next document in File 525 was the jury verdict dated April 14, 1825, and 
which provided as follows: 

"At a Superior Court of Law continued and held for Bedford County of the 

Courthouse of the 14th day of April 1825. 


Polly Davidson, Martha Ann Davidson by Stephen Parrow and Arthur Litchfield, 
Pits. 

ag. 
Thomas P. Wright by Samuel Fleming assigned as his guardian, Dft. 
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_ This day came the parties by their attornies. And the issue joined whether the 
writing in the proceedings mentioned purporting to be the last Will and testament 
of Robert Wright dated the day of 1816 be his true last Will and 
testament or not, and whether the said Robert Wright decd without altering or 
revoking the same, having been made in this cause and thereupon came also a 
jury viz: Richard Hobson, Lodowick McDaniel, William Millinder, Josiah Carter, 
Nathan Shrewsbury, William Shrewsbury, James Watts, Millner Haynes, 
Frederick Aunspaugh, Benjamin F. Hawkins, James H. Beard and Moses Ebank 
who being elected tried and sworn the truth to speak upon the issue joined. And 
the said jurors are adjourned til tomorrow morning 10 OCK. And at a Superior 
Court continued and held for said County the 15th day of April 1825. The jurors 
of aforesaid appeared according to adjournment, who returned a verdict in these 
words viz. "We the jury find that Robert Wright did not make or execute such Will 
as alledged and set forth by the Plaintiffs in the proceedings in this cause." 
Whereupon it is ordered that the said verdict be certified to the Judge of the 
Superior Court of Chancery holden at Lynchburg." 


Although the document was undated, on the back of the complaint by the 
Thomas Wright family and written after September 1824 was the opinion of the court 
resolving the emancipation issue and written in the hand of the court and which 
provided as follows: 


"This cause etc.: on etc: The court being of opinion that, to give effect to the 
devise in the testament & last will of Thomas Wright, deceased, to his natural 
son, Robert Wright, so much of the will, as estates to him, should be considered, 
as referring to a legal act of emancipation of him, and if , confirming 
it, whether it be of record or not, or to be found or not: otherwise, the testator, is 
to be forced to die intestate, as to the devise to his son tho’ the testator by his 
will, declares that he had "duly emancipated" him: if then the evidence of it 
cannot be found the wish itself must be taken for it a for it does not follow, the 
paper is of record without a seal: so that the declared intention of the testator 
may be carried into effect: a. wherefore it is the evidence of that emanicipation, 
to wh the testator refers." 


Although the handwriting is hard to read, it appears clear that the court found that 
Thomas Wright had emancipated his son Robert Wright, either by the previous written 
document or by devising him a bequest in his will, and that Robert Wright was, 
therefore, a free man able to take property from Thomas Wright and the family of | 
Thomas Wright received nothing. 

The last document in File 578 was a series of legal issues posed by counsel that 


was undated but was probably made about April 1825 and provided as follows: 


0099A(082105) 101. 


"Davidson v Wright ) Note by Defendant counsels 


The plaintiffs by counsel complain that an issue in this case has been directed, 
when it ought not. 


_It is somwhat singular, that this objection was never heard of until after the 
verdict. Gentlemen were present when the issue was moved for, and no 
objection. Nor untill the jury found against them. 


They say in directing this issue a question of law is submitted to the Jury which is 
the province of the court. 


In every issue, divesarit vel non, questions of law as well as fact are involved." 


In a written will submitted to a Jury on a question of this kind, whether the 
testator signed the paper purporting to be his will or not, is a question of fact, but 
whether he was of capacity to sign and acknowledge is a question of law. 


Whether the witnesses whose names are subscribed, did so subscribe or not is 
a question of fact, but whether their testimony is of validity is a question of law, 
depending on whether they subscribed their names in the presence of the 
testator or in his absence upon all which the Jury decide. 


In an issue directed in a case before us: a Lost will, the first inquiry is a question 
of fact, and in it when the Jury ascertained that the Paper did once exist, 
purporting to be the Last will and testament of the Parties are then 
before the Jury in precisely the same situation, as when a written paper 
purporting to be a will is before them. The next questions of law and fact, one 
then presented for their further investigation. did the testator sign and 
acknowledge and did he sign and acknowledge when of capacity sufficient to 
render the paper available in law. did the witnesses subscribe in the testators 
presence, or did they sign in his absence, if in his absence, the law is against the 
attestation if in his presence and in favor of it. 


So that there can be nothing in the objection made by the Plaintiffs counsel, as 
every issue on a paper purporting to be a will involves questions of law and fact. 


As to the special finding of the Jury referred to by counsel in support of the 
objection,there is nothing in it, it is substantially correct, and directly responsive 
to the Indorsement made on the Bill by this Honorable Court at the time the issue 
was moved for. 


In neither description of issues are the Jury to give their opinion on the legal 
construction of the various clauses in a will nor have they been asked here. 
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The counsel alledges that the Jury doubtless did believe, that the testator left a 
testamentary paper of some sort. 


lf we have a right to go into the field of conjecture, | should apprehend, that on 
the conflicting Evidence which was alone the province of the Jury to weigh that 
they were convinced there was no will as in fact they have said so and feel 

_ strongly supported in this impression, by the opinion of the Judge, before whom 
the issue was tried, who on application refused to certify that the verdict was 
against the weight of evidence. 


This Honorable Court to satisfy its conscience have this issue, the 
verdict is found on conflicting evidence, whence the Jury were the legitiment 
triers of the credibility of the witnesses will the court set aside the verdict." 

From this vast collection of depositions and arguments the following seems 
clear. Thomas Wright who died in 1805 in Campbell County, Virginia, was the son of 
1779 John Wright. He purchased approximately 370 acres of land on Beaver Creek in 
Bedford County from Charles Caffrey by Bedford County, Virginia, Deed 6/253 
recorded in 1779 in Bedford County, Virginia, and he lived on that land for the rest of 
his life. He had a child Robert Wright by his slave Silvia and Robert Wright was born on 
June 13, 1780, probably at Bedford County, Virginia, in a part which later became 
Campbell County, Virginia. Thomas Wright emancipated his son Robert Wright in 
1791, effective upon his son attaining the age of 21 years. Thomas Wright and Silvia 
had further children, including Betsy Wright, at least one other unnamed daughter, and 
at least two unnamed sons. Thomas Wright died between October 24 and 
December 9, 1805, at Campbell County, Virginia, and left his estate in part to his slave 
Silvia for her life and in part to his son Robert. Robert "Robin" Wright married Polly 
Godsey on about October 9, 1806, at Campbell County, Virginia, and by her had a son 
Thomas Pryor Wright who was born probably between 1805 and 1807 at Campbell 
County, Virginia. Polly (Godsey) Wright ran off with Mr. Arthur to Tennessee. Robert 
then lived with Polly Davidson and had a child Martha Anne Davidson who was born a 
few days after October 14, 1818, and died shortly thereafter and before 
September 1819. Robert Wright died on October 14, 1818, at Campbell County, 


Virginia, and according to the jury without a will. 


0099A(082105) 103. 


In March 1826 Sylvia Wright filed her complaint against the estate of her son 
Robert Wright for an order for her support. That case is part of File 1174 in the 
Superior Court of Law and Chancery, Lynchburg, Virginia. The complaint and record of 
that case is as follows: 

"Virginia to Wit 


Be it Remembered that at a Court held for the County of Campbell the __ Day of 
March 1826 In the 50 Year of the Commonwealth 


Sylva Wright filed her Bill against German Jordan admr. of Robert Wright 
Deceased and as Guardian of Thomas C. Wright which Bill was in the words and 
figures following to wit To the Worshipfull the County Court of Campbell sitting in 
Chancery your Oratrix Sylva Wright Complaining sheweth to your worships that 
in early life she associated herself with Tho Wright now Deceased and during a 
long period and until his death they lived together in harmony as man and Wife 
that the time of their early association as aforesaid they were both poore having 
no property but that from a long life of industry and economy up to the death of 
said Tho Wright to Wit in the year__ they had acquired a considerable real and 
personal estate greatly more than equal to their support that she bore the said 
Thomas Wright ___ children and to the period of his death desired by her 
Conduct his affection Confidence and support that during the said Thomas 
Wrights illness he had made and executed his Will by which he devised to your 
Oratrix for life a considerable portion of his estate remainder to their offspring 
that after having thus made and published his said Will it was urged upon him by 
his son Ro Wright and other friends that Your Oratrix was old and unable to 
manage the property so devised to her for life and it was afterwards proposed 
that the Will Should be Changed devising the estate to their son Robert who was 
well qualified both by his education and habits to manage the estate to good 
account and that he should oblige himself to afford to your Oratrix a decent 
Support for life which he contracted to do for the Considerations before 
mentioned and honestly fulfilled his agreement until his death to Wit in the Year 
_____ Your Oratrix further represents that after said Roberts death a controversy 
arose about a supposed Will Which has lately been decided that during the 
pendency of that controversy One Sam'l Fleming was by this Court appointed 
Curator of said estate and so continued to act until some time last year during all 
this time your Oratrix was permitted to reside on said estate and was allowed a 
support in persuance of the agreement and understandings as aforesaid but 
since the termination of said Controversy about the Will as aforesaid the estate 
has been Committed to the hands of One German Jordan of this County for 
administration he has also been assigned Guardian of Thomas P. Wright the 
infant child and only heir at law of said Robert Wright and has in persuance of 
his rights in those capacities taken possession of all the estate hired Out the 
Slaves rented the land sold the Crop stock and all the other personal property 
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and thus left your Oratrix in a helpless and distressed Condition for the Ordinary 
Comfort of life and dependant upon Charity in a measure for a support. She is 
old and infirm and unable to Work and without the equitable aid of this Court she 
must become Chargable upon this County this too after a long industrious and 
Virtuous life and after having by the labour of her hands aided in making an 
independant estate and raising a large family Your Oratrix further shews as an 
additional Claim upon said estate that she has raised the infant Child of said 
Robert Deceased he having been abandoned by his mother at a few weeks old 
Your Oratrix believes that Said Jordan Admr is very willing if he can be justified in 
doing so by an order of this Court to Continue the Support of your Oratrix out of 
the profits of the estate during the remnant of her life which from the Cours of 
Nature can be of but a few years duration Your Oratrix charges that the profits of 
Said estate Judiciously managed could not be less than $500 or 600 per annum 
the said Robert as before stated died leaving but one child 10 or 12 years old 
entitled to said estate Your Oratrix being remideless at law but relievable in Chy 
prays that said German Jordan admr__ and said Thomas P. Wright the infant 
aforesaid by said Jordan to be specially assigned his Gdn in this case may be 
made Defendants to this Bill and answer the same upon Oath that your 
Worships decree to your Oratrix a support for life and of said estate and in the 
mean time allow to her a pendature allowance payable Quarterly from the 1st 
Decr last the time at which said Administrator deprived her of her usual Support 
with all Such other and further aid and relief in the premises as may be Just and 
right and as in duty. Sylva Wright. 


And the Defendant filed his Answer to said Bill which was in the Words and 
figures following to wit The Answer Of German Jordan Adm of Ro Wright 
Deceased and as guardian of Thomas P Wright the infant child of Ro Wright 
Deceased to the Bill exhibited by Sylva Wright against them in the Worshipfull 
the County Court of Campbell the Defendant saving &c for answer to said Bill 
says he has reason to believe that the Compt and Thomas Wright Decd lived 
together in harmony as man and wife he also believes it to be true that by their 
united industry they acquired a real and personal estate of considerable value he 
has no personal knowledge relative to the Charges about the said Thomas 
Wright Will he believes it true that Ro Wright during his life supported his Mother 
in a style suited to her Condition in life he also believes it to be true that the 
Compt. raised the Said infant from its early infancy his mother having abandoned 
him at an early age he admits that since his appointment as admr. and Guardian 
as aforesaid he has possessed himself of the estate hired out the slaves rented 
the land and sold off the Crop and perishable estate as he was advised he 
should lawfully do the said estate being considerably in Debt rendered this 
necessary. This Defendant Suppose the annual profits of said estate Will be in 
and about $400 and he is willing that this Court make such decree in the 
premises as in their wisdom may be deemed right and will protect him as admr 
and Guardian as aforesaid and having answered &c prays to be dismissed &c 
Copy of the affidavits in Said Suit to Wit | do hereby Certify thatonthe___——s—s Day 
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____ that Mr. Thomas Wright Deceased she was in Conversation with Robert 
Wright and told him that his mother was much _____ about the Will his answer 
was she need disturb herself about it that he had promised the Old man at the 
time he made the Will that he would maintain her as long as she lived and that 
he had sold two hundred ___ of Wheet amounted to $200 with which he ment to 
buy a girl and let his mother have so that she need never labour any more given 
under my hand this 11 Day of Decr. 1825 


Elizabeth Gilliam 


Campbell County Court This is to Certify that Elizabeth Gilliam personally 
appeared before me one of the Justices of the peace for the aforesaid County 
and affirmed that the Within Statement made by her was true and correct to the 
best of her knowledge as given under my hand and seal this 11 Day of January 
1826 


John E. Woodson 


The affidavit of Daniel B. Perrow of lawful age taken at Campbell Court house on 
the 14 Day of March 1826 intended to be red in the Chancery Suit now 
depending in said Court between Sylva Wright Compt and Ro Wrights Admr and 
Thomas P. Wright Defts this affiant being sworn sayth that some time before the 
death of Thomas Wright the said Wright shewed this affiant a Will which he had 
made under which he devised the most of his property for life to Sylva Wright in 
his Will said Wright had appointed this afft as one of the Exrs at an after time the 
said Wright informed him that he had altered his Will and Shewed it to him of this 
affiant objected that deficulty might ensue he replied that the Old Woman did not 
Want the land and that Robert Wright was bound to Support her during her life 
and this affiant knows that he did Support her in a style suitable to her Condition 
during the said Roberts life this affiant further says that Thomas Wright always 
appeared to be much attached to Sylva and felt considerable solicitude in 
making a provision for her. He had great Confidence in Robert before and at the 
time of his Death. Sworn to before me a Justice of the peace in and for 
Campbell County 14 March 1826 


Jesse Burton 


Copy Decree of Campbell March Court 1826 to Wit Wright against Wright admr 
&c In Chancery German Jordan is assigned by the Court Guardian ad litem to 
defend the infant defendant in this cause and the same by Consent came on to 
be heard on the Bill Answer and exhibits and Was argued by Counsel on 
consideration of which the Court doth adjudge order and Decree that the Admr of 
Robert Wright Deceased pay to the Plaintiff the sum of One hundred Dollars 
annually for life in quarterly entalment to take effect from the 1 Day of January 
last Out of the estate of the Defendant intestate in his hands to be administered 
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and it is further Ordered that the Defendants pay the Cost of this Suit and it is 
further decreed that the Plaintiff have the privilege of obtaining fuel from the 
lands of Robert Wright Deceased for her own use. 

A Copy Teste 

Jno. Alexander CCC" 


This record confirms that Sylvia Wright had more than one child by 1805 Thomas 
Wright of Campbell County, but unfortunately, the number of children was not given. 
The birth date of her grandson Thomas P. Wright was indicated to be about 1806 to 
1808. 

In March 1826 in File 1174 the court entered its order directing the payment of 
$100 per year to Sylvia for her life: 

"Campbell March Court 1826 


Silvey Wright Pet 

against ) In chy 
German Jordan admn of ) 

Ro. Wright of Tho. P Wright Defts) 


This cause by consent of parties, came on to be heard upon the bill, answers 
and exhibits, and was argued by counsel, on consideration of which the Court 
doth adjudge order and decree That the admr: of Ro Wright decd pay to the 
plaintiff, the sum of one hundred dollars annually for life in quaterly instalments, 
to take effect from the 1st day of Janr last out of the estate of the defendants 
intestate in his hands to be administered, And it is further ordered that the deft 
pay the cost of this suit - and it is further decreed that the pet. have the priviledge 
of obtaining fuel from the lands of Ro. Wright decd for her use. 


Order 20.- A Copy Teste 
Costs $6.96 | John Alexander Clk 
26.96" 


| hereby transfer and assign to Sami Garland twenty dollars and the cost of the 
within decree. 18th March 1826 


Teste | her 
Letisha Wright Silvey X Wright 
mark 
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The pet by counsel excepts to the sufficiency of this paper and calls for the 
record, showing the per_ ded consideration & the continuance of the adm 


Janr 1832 | G" 


In December 1826 Sylvia Wright brought a further action against the estate of 
her son Robert Wright for a debt due to her from the decedent. 
"Virginia to Wit 


Plead before the Worshipfull the Justices of the County Court of Campbell the _ 
day of March 1827 Inthe _ year of the Commonwealth 


Be it remembered that heretofore to Wit At rules holden in the Clerk's Office of 
the said County Court of Campbell the __ day of December 1826 Silvey Wright 
plaintiff brought her bill and action against German Jordan Admr of Robert 
Wright deceased which is in the following words and figures to Wit: "Campbell 
County to Wit Silvey Wright complains of German Jordan Admr. of Robert Wright 
in Custody &c of a plea of debt that he render unto her the Sum of £46:8:0 lawful 
money of Virginia with legal interest thereon from the 12 day of October 1806 
which he unjustly detains from her, for this to Wit: That the intestate in his 
lifetime on the said 12 day of October 1806 at the Parish of and County 
aforesaid by his certain note in Writing signed with his own proper and now to 
the Court here shewn the date whereof is the same day and year aforesaid 
acknowledged that for the following Sum of money he was indebted (and 
Whenever thereafter required promised to pay) to his Mother the plaintiff Viz:) 

~ Ten half joes, Twelve Guineas, one piece of four pounds, one do of three 
pounds, one cut piece amounting to £46:8:0 And the Plaintiff avers that the said 
Robert Wright in his lifetime did never pay the said sum of money in said Note in 
Writing mentioned, or any part thereof, altho often required, nor had he the 
Defendant paid the Same or any part thereof to her at any time since the death 
of his intestate although often requested so to do, but the whole sum of £46:8:0 
with interest from the 12 October 1806 by reason whereof and by Virtue of the 
promises an action hath accrued to the plaintiff to demand and have of the said 
defendant the Said Sum of £46:8:0 With interest of aforesaid: Yet the said 
Defendant although often requested the said Sum of money last named hath not 
paid, but the Same to pay hath hither to wholly refused and still doth refuse so to 
do to the plaintiffs‘ damage £100:0:0 and therefore she brings this Suit &c. 


Sami. Garland p.g. 
And the Defendant being arrested and not appearing It is ordered that 
Judgement be entered for the Plaintiff against the Defendant as Admr aforesaid 


for the debt in the declaration mentioned and Costs unless the defendant appear 
at the next rule to be holden in the Clerk's Office of the said County Court and 
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answer the Plaintiff's action At Which day to Wit: At a rule day held in the Clerk's 
Office of the County Court aforesaid the ___—_—s day of January 1827 Came the 
Plaintiff Aforesaid by her attorney and the Defendant Still failing to appear and 
answer the plaintiffs’ action It is ordered that the rule made at the last rule day be 
confirmed unless the Defendant appear at the next Court of Quarterly Session to 
be holden for said County and plead to issue: At which day to Wit: At a Court of 
Quarterly Session continued and holden for the said County the __ day of March 
1828 Came the plaintiff aforesaid by her attorney and the Defendant still failing 
to appear the said Office Judgment remains fully confirmed the same not being 
set aside by the Deft. Copy of the bond upon which this Judgement is founded 
to Wit: “The following Sum of money | am indebted to my Mother Silvey Wright 
(Viz) Ten half joes, [welve Guieneas, one piece of four pounds, one do. of three 
pounds, one cut piece amounting to £46:8:0." 


Robert Wright 
this 12th Octr 1806 


Upon which Judgment the following Execution issued to Wit: 


"The CommonWealth of Virginia to the Sheriff of Campbell County Greeting We 
commend you that of the goods and chattles of Robert Wright in the hands of 
Greman Jordan his administrator late in your bailwick you cause to be made 
£46:8:- With legal interest thereon from the 12th day of October 1806 till paid 
also $8:09 Cents which Silvey Wright late in our County Court of Campbell hath 
recovered against him as Well for Debt As for his Cash by him about his Suit 
expended if so much thereof he hath in his hands to be administered Whereof 
he is convict as appears to us of record and that you have the Same before the 
Justice of our County Court of Campbell at the Court House on the second 
Monday in June next to render to the said Silvey Wright of the Debt and cost 
aforesaid and Have then there this Writ Witness John Alexander Clerk of our 
Said Court the 21st day of April 1828 for the 52"d Year of The CommonWealth. 


John Alexander 
Upon which there was an endorsement on the execution to Wit" Memo. This 
execution is exhibited to a credit of $250 paid 16 August 1827 by the purchase of 
a Negro Girl and is directed to be Endorsed for the benefit of John D. Murrill 
Teste John Alexander Clk. 
Upon Which Execution the Sheriff made the following return levied on a Negro 
Girl named Eliza 20 April and sold to John D. Murrell he being the highest bidder 


at the price of One Hundred and thirty dollars which after satisfying this 
execution leaves a balance of twelve dollars and Eighty Seven Cents which is 
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applied to the credit of another execution in my hands against the estate of the 
said Robert Wright deceased in the name of Horrell Davies against said Wright 


A Copy Teste John McReynolds DS 
for 
James Miller Shff 
John Alexander Clk." 


On December 6, 1827, at Virginia Legislative Petitions Prior Wright, Samuel 
Wright, and Thomas Wright filed a petition with the House of Delegates to release the 
land, slaves, and personal estate of Thomas Wright to them: 


"To the Honorable the Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Delegates 


Your Petitioners Prior Wright Samuel Wright and Thomas Wright the only 
Children of Prior Wright, the Children and Descendants of Obediah Wright and 
David Wright the said Obediah Wright & David moved out of this State many 
years ago. The Descendants of Nancery Wright & also the Descendants of 
Molly Wright Your Petitioners State to this Honorable House claimed the Estate 
Real and Personal Estate that was Thomas Wrights of Campbell County after 
their Uncle Thomas Wrights Death & of his natural Son Robert by a Slave Silvia 
by Name that the said Robert died intestate and unmarried thereby your 
Petitioners are advised that the Real and Personal Estate of the said Thomas 
Wright their Uncle which he had devised to Robert his Slave who died Intestate 
and unmarried, escheated to this Common Wealth to wit about Three hundred 
and Seventy Five Acres of Land lying in Cambell County whereon the said 

~ Thomas Wright Senior lived sundry Slaves and Personal Estate 


Your Petitioners humbly pray this Honorable Assembly will be pleased to release 
unto Your Petitioner all the Commonwealths Right & Interest to the Land Slaves 
and personal Estate of the said Thomas Wright their Uncle which were in the 
possession of the Said Robert his Freed Slave at the time of his Death and that 
your Petitioner may hold the same(?) agreeable to the Act of Assembly 
concerning the Manner in which Real and personal Estate shall be divided when 
the Relation dies intestate 


Your Petitioners further pray that all the Estate aforesaid shall be delivered up to 
Alexander & William Patteson and Thomas Henry Flood to divide it among your 
Petitioners & that the absentees proove before the said Commission or any two 
of them that they are the Descendants of one or more of the said Brothers and 
Sisters of the said Thomas Wright Senior as the Case may be that Justice may 
be done to the Heirs aforesaid that Samuel Fleming who was appointed by the 
County of Campbell as Admr of Robert Wright deceased pendente lite diliver all 
the Land Slaves & personal Estate of the said Robert the Devisee of the said 
Thomas Wright decd & that he the said Samuel Fleming warrant and pay to the 
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said Commissioners the Rents & profits of the said Estate and after paying the 
just debts if any thing is due from him by the said Robert to his Creditors, that the 
said Commissioners divide the said Estate among the Petitioners, after 
deducting the Expenses that some of the Petitioners incurred in presenting their 
suit in the Chancery Court of Lynchburg agt Fleming & others and also the issue 
out of Chancery which is as tried in Bedford Superior Court in the Contest about 
the pretended Will of Robert the said Freedman And also your Petitioners pray 
that a claim may be inserted in the said Act directing the Commissioners to 
publish for Eight Weeks Notice in one of the Lynchburg Papers for the 
Absentees to come before them and prove their Pedigree, and if no person 
appears in Six Months from the date of the Advertisment, then the division shall 
be made among the persons who do appear. The Claimant to stand in the 
Shoes of the Father or Mother or Grand Father or Grand Mother as the Case 
may be" | 


The 1828 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Silva 
Wright with the following household on February 15: 


Date of Number of Slaves Slaves Horses 
receiving Persons names White males above above Mares 
lists of chargeable above 16 12 years 16 years Mules 
Individuals with the Tax years of age _ old old and Colts 
Feby 15th Sylva Wright | { 
Free negroes Stud Horses Rate of cover- _ Riding Amount of 


and Mulatoes and Jack Asses ingperSeason Carriages the Tax 
12 


On December 10, 1828, at Virginia Legislative Petitions Samuel Wright 
petitioned again for the release of the estate of Thomas Wright: 


"To the Honorable the Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Deligates 


Your Petitioners and others at the Last Session of Assembly Petitioned the 
Honorable Assembly that a certain tract of Land lying in the County of Campbell 
containing about 375 Acres Sundry Slaves &c which Your Petitioners uncle 
Thomas Wright deceased, Devised & bequeathed to a Mulatoe named Robert 
called Robert Wright the said Robert died intestate and without Lawful Issue, a 
paper purporting to be his Will on an Issue from the S.C of Chancery for the 
Lynchburg District was tryed in the S.C of Bedford County the Jury found in their 
Verdict, that it was no Will 
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Your Petitioner States that the said Land & slaves were escheatable by this 
Commonwealth as the said Mulatto Robert died without a Will & without Lawful 
Issue 


Your Petitioner states that his Petition & others were Reported reasonable at the 
Last Session of Assembly. Your Petitioner prays that this Honorable House will 
release the Commonwealth's Interest in the said Land & Slaves to your 
Petitioner on such Conditions as may in the opinion of this House deemed to be 
reasonable & your Petitioner will ever pray 


Samuel Wright" 


In March 1829, a summons was issued to compel German Jordan to pay the 
annuity due to Sylvia Wright. 

On June 10, 1829, an accounting for the estate was filed by German Jordan and 
to which the guardian of Thomas P. Wright filed exceptions. The accounting included 
listings for payments to Sylvey Wright pursuant to the court order and, interestingly, the 
purchase by Silvey Wright on December 25, 1827, of the slave girl Polly for $250. 

In September 1829 at Campbell County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 
19/44 Sylvia Wright petitioned the court to compel German Jordan to pay the annuity 
due to her: 


"On the motion of Sylvia Wright it is Ordered that German Jordan former Adm of 
Robert Wright ded. be summoned to appear at the next court to shew cause if 
any he can why he should not be attached for failg to pay to said Sylvia Wright 
her annuity due by a former Order and Decree of this Court." 


The 1830 Census for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Silvy Wright with the 
following household: 


Names Free White Free White 
Heads of Families Males Age Females Age 
Silvy Wright 
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Free Free 


Slaves Slaves Colored Colored 
Male Age Female Age Males Age Females Age 
1 55-100 1 10-24 1 55-100 
1 24-36 


2 10-24 


White Persons included in the foregoing 


Deaf & Deaf & Deaf & Aliens - 
Dumb Dumb Dumb Foreigners & 
Total Under 14 14 to 25 25+ Blind Naturalized 





Slaves and Colored Persons, included in the foregoing 
Deaf & Dumb Deaf&Dumb Deaf & Dumb 


under 14 14 to 25 25+ Blind 





The 1831 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Silva 
Wright with the following household on February 17: . 
Date of Persons Names Number of Blacks Blacks 


receiving lists chargeable white males above 12 above 16 
of Individuals with Tax above 16 yrs__—s«yeaars old years old 
Febuary 1/th Sylva Wright 2 1 
Horses Free _ Stud Rate of 

Mares Negroes horses _—_cover- Value of 

Colts& & &Jack ingper Riding Riding Amount 


Mules Mulattoes asses season Carriages Carriages of Tax 
1 56 


The 1832 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Silva 
Wright with the following household on March 28: 
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Date of Persons Names Number of Blacks Blacks 
receiving lists chargeable white Males above 12 above 16 
of Individuals with Tax above 16 years years old years old 
March 28th Sylva Wright 2 2 
Horses Free Stud Rate of 
-Mares Negroes horses  cover- Value of sum 
Colts and and &Jack ingper’ Riding Riding Total of 
Mules Mulattoes Asses season Carriages Carriages Taxes 
50 


The 1833 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Silva 


Wright with the following household on February 14: 


Date of Persons Names Number of Blacks Blacks 
receiving lists chargeable white Males above 12 above 16 
of Individuals with Tax above 16 years years old years old 
Febry 14th Sylva Wright 3 1 
Horses Free Stud Rate of 
Mares Negroes horses  cover- Value of sum 
Colts and and &Jack ingper_ Riding Riding Total of 
Mules Mulattoes Asses season Carriages Carriages Taxes 

1 81 


The 1834 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Silva 


Wright with the following household on April 5: 


Persons Names Number of White Blacks Blacks 
Chargeable males above 16 above 12 above 16 
with Tax years of age years years 
Apl 5th Sylva Wright 1 1 
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Horses Free Stud Rate of 

Mares Negroes horses —__cover- 

Colts and and & Jack ing per 

Mules Mulattoes Asses season 
1 


Sum Total 
Riding of taxes 
Carriages $ Cts 
31 


The 1835 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Silva 


Wright with the following household on March 14: 


No. of No. of No. of 
Dates of Persons Names White Males Blacks Blacks 
receiving lists | chargeable above 12 above 12 above 12 
of individuals with the tax years of age yearsofage years of age 
March 14th Sylva Wright 3 2 
Horses Free Stud Rate of 
Mares Negroes Horses Cover- Sum Total 
Colts and and and Jack ingper Riding of taxes 
Mules Mulattoes Asses Season Carriages $ CG 


A5 


The 1836 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Silva 


Wright with the following household on February 23: 


No. of No. of No. of 
Date of Persons Names White males Blacks Blacks 
receiving lists | Chargeable above 16 above 12 above 16 
of Individuals with the Tax years of Age YearsofAge years of Age 
Febry 23 oylva Wright 3 3 
Horses Free Stud Rate of Sum Total 
Mares Negroes Horses  Cover- of taxes 
Colts and and & Jack ingper _ Riding Dollars 
Mules Mulattoes Asses season Carriages Cents 


1 


81 


The 1837 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Silva 


Wright with the following household on April 25: 
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Date of Persons Names 


receiving lists Chargeable 
of Individuals with the Tax a __ 
April 25 Sylva Wright fn 2 

1 : 56 


On March 12, 1838, at Campbell County, Virginia, W.B. 8/190 the inventory and 
appraisement dated February 24, 1838, of the estate of Sylvia Wright was filed and 
listed an estate valued at $738.49, including a negro slave Polly and her child Morris 
and an old slave named Lucky: 


"An Inventory of the Estate of Sylvia Wright deceased 


D Cts 
one Walnut bureau 6.00 
one Walnut Table 1.00 
One Dining Table 6.00 
5 split Chairs $1.87 Cuboard &c 15$ 16.87 
Looking Glass & Pictures 3.00 
2 Beds and covering 40.00 
2 Bedsteads 3/ Wheels Flax & Cotton $4 | 4.50 
Basket of old Irons 3/ Piggin &c 1/6 15 
1 butter pot & 3 Jugs 9d Grind Stone 3/ .62 
2 pot racks & saw 12/ Steelyards 3/ , 2.50 
2 pots, oven & teakettle 15/ 2.50 
1 pr Andirons, Oven & baker 1.00 
Sand sive 4/6 2 hand saws 3/ | 1.25 
1 strecher, hamer, 3 hoes, old axe crop axe, plough hoe, & peck & shovel 1.50 
2 beehives $2. old Loom $1 3.00 
Old black Mare 3.00 
3 hogs & 4 shoats 10.00 
4 Yoke of Oxen 15.00 
1 Milch Cow (White) | 10.00 
1 heifer $8 1 Calf $2 10.00 
1 Negro woman Polly & child Morris 600.00 
1 old woman Lucky nothing -_- 
$738.49 
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Agreeably to an order of the county court of Campbell hereto annexed we the 
undersigned have inventoryed, and appraised the Estate of Sylvie Wright Decd 
agreeable to the above Inventory, amounting to the sum of Seven hundred, and 
Thirty Eight Dollars, and Forty nine cents Given under our hands this 24th day of 
February 1838 | 


William Gough 
Stephen Perrow 
David Farley 


At a Court held for Campbell County the 12th day of March 1838. The foregoing 
Inventory and appraisement of the Estate of Sylvia Wright deceased was 
produced in Court and ordered to be recorded 


Teste 
John Alexander C" 


The 1838 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed the 
Estate of Silvia Wright with the following property on March 24: 


No. of No. of No. of 
Date of White Blacks Blacks 
Receiving Persons Names Males above above 
List of Chargeable above 16 12 Years 16 years 
Individuals with the Tax years of age of age of age 
March 24 Sylvia Wright Est | 1 
Horses Stud Rate of Sum Total 
Mares Free Horses  Cover- of Taxes 
Colts&  Negroes& &Jack ingper Riding Dollars 


Mules Mulattoes Asses season Carriages Dollars Cents 

1 38 
On April 8, 1839, at Campbell County, Virginia, W.B. 8/267 an accounting for the 
) Wright was filed: 


“Commissioners office Lynchburg February 1839 


estate of Sylvia ( 





Pursuant to the order hereto annexed the undersigned has proceeded on this 
day to examine state and settle the account of Allen L Wyllie with the Estate of 
his Intestate Sylvia Wright William Wright and the administrator Allen L Wyllie 
were present and after hearing their statements and examining sundry 
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documents presented by them respectively your commissioner presents the 


following statement and report 


Sylvia Wrights Estate in acct current 


With Allen L Wyllie administrator 
1838 To Cash paid Sherriff of Campbell Tax and 


1838 


tickets 


Cash paid Sampson Duguid burial expenses 
Cash paid Dr Holcomb and Payne 

Cash paid Clerks tickets for administering 
Cash paid Daniel and Wills attorneys fee 


Cash paid Clerks tickets 
Cash paid Clerks tickets up to 13th Febuy 
Commission on $718.50 


Balance 


Febry 24 


By Cash received of Nathaniel Terry 
" Amount of Sales due 1st of Dec: 1838 
" Hire of Negroes for 1838 


March 17 


" S and MH Garland 


By this short credit corrected by Messrs 
Garland at this time 


By Balance to debtit 


Cr 


All of which is respectfully submitted 


S T Wiatt 


642.74 
$718.57 


$3.00 
141.11 
10.00 


046.96 
$701.07 


17.50 
118.57 
$642.74 


At a Court held for Campbell Couty 8th day of April 1839 The foregoing acct of 
Allen L Wyllie Admr of Sylvia Wright deceased was this day presented in Court 
and ordered to lie one month for exceptions And at a Court held for said County 
the 13th day of May following the same was again presented in Court and no 
exceptions having been taken thereto the same is ordered to be recorded 


Ex 
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Teste 
William A Clement Clk" 


118. 


Betsy Wright is clearly identified as a daughter of Sylvia ( ) Wright by 
Campbell County, Virginia, Deed 21/410 dated January 23, 1838, in which Betsy gifted 


",.. all of my interest in my Mother Sylvia Wright's Estate, to my Daughter Letitia Wright 





In approximately 1838 Betsey Wright and her son William Wright filed suit in 
Campbell County, Virginia, Chancery Court to sell the slaves owned by Sylvia Wright so 
that the proceeds could be divided among her heirs. The papers in this case are found 
in File 1886 of the Lynchburg Superior Court of Law and Chancery. The complaint by 
Betsey Wright, as Sylvia Wright's only surviving child, and by Betsey's children, Latitia 
Wright and William Wright, and by Sylvia's granddaughter Emeline Turner, a person of 
unsound mind provided as follows: 


"To the worshipfull the Justices of the County Court of Campbell in Chancery 
Sitting 


The Bill of complaint of Betsey Wright and William Wright, respectfully 
represents that Sylvia Wright, late of this County, departed this life sometime in 
year 183 intestate, possessed of three slaves, and some other personal 
property of no great value, leaving your oratix Betsy Wright, her only surviving 
child, and two grand children, Thos. P. Wright and Emeline Turner, her heirs at 
law and distributees. That administration on the estate of the said Sylvia Wright 
deceased, was granted by this Court, to Colo. Allen L Wyllie, who has proceeded 
as they believe, faithfully to discharge the duties confided to him by the Court. 
They have been informed and believe that the debts of the estate have all been 
paid off, or nearly so, but if they be not, that there is in the hands of the admor a 
sufficient fund for that purpose. arising from the sales of the perisable part of the 
estate, and the collection of debts. They have also been informed and believe, 
that the administrator is willing to surrender the slaves aforesaid, to those entitled 
to them, upon receiving the usual refunding bonds with security. Your orator and 
oratrix further represents, that the said Thomas P. Wright, some short time after 
the death of the said Sylvia Wright deceased, by deed duly recorded in the 
clerks office of this court, to which reference is hereby made, conveyed the 
whole of his interest in her estate, to Latitia Wright; and Your oratrix Betsy Wright 
also represents, that she, by a like deed, also recorded in the clerks office of this 
Court, and hereby refered to, conveyed all of her interest in the same estate to 
the same Latitia Wright. They further represent, that since the execution of 
these conveyances the said Latitia Wright hath also departed this life, intestate 
and without issue, possessed however of interests conveyed by said deeds 
leaving your oratrix her mother, and your orator William Wright, a brother, her 
only surviving heirs at law and distributees. Under these circumstances the said 
slaves, now in the hands of said administrator, are subject to be divided between 
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your orator and oratrix and the said Emiline Turner, in equal proportions, but 
such is their character, that it would be impossible, to make any thing like an 
equal division of them. They charge expressly, that said slaves consist of an old 
woman very far advanced in years, of little or no value, another woman about 
eighteen or nineten years old, and her child, about three years old. The old 
woman, if not now an actual charge upon her owner, must in the nature of 
things, if she survives, be so in the course of some very short time. Besides this, 
neither of the parties interested, would be able to pay the sum, which in a 
division, might be adjudged to be paid, by the distributee, to which the younger 
woman, the most valuable of them all, might be allotted. A sale therefore of the 
said slaves, and a division of the proceeds arising therefrom, is the only means 
as your orator and oratrix conceive, by which a division can be effected, and 
equal justice done to all concerned. Your orator & oratrix further represent, that 
the said Emiline Turner being a person of unsound mind, the said Allen L. Wylie 
hath been appointed by the order of this court her Committee, and in that 
character is entitled to receive whatever estate she may be entitled to. And 
being advised that it is competent to this court under the act of Assembly in that 
case made and provided to direct a sale of said slaves, and the distribution of 
the money arising therefrom amongst those entitled, and being without remedy 
at law Your orator and oratrix pray that the said Allen L. Wylie admor of the said 
Sylvia Wright deceased and committee of the said Emeline Turner may be made 
defendant hereto and that he may answer the premises. That the said slaves 
may be sold by the order and decree of this worshipfull court, and the money 
arising therefrom paid over to your orator and oratrix and the committee of the 
said Emeline Turner, according to their respective rights. May it please your 
worships to grant to your orator and oratrix all such other and further relief as the 
nature of the case may require &c" 


Allen L. Wylie, as administrator of the estate of Sylvia Wright, filed his answer to 
the complaint in File 1886 and agreed that the slaves should be sold: 


“The answer of Allen L. Wylie admor of Sylvia Wright and Committee of Emeline 
Turner to the bill of complaint exhibited against him in the County Court of 
Campbell by William Wright and Betsy Wright 


This respondent saving and reserving to himself the benefit of all exception for 
answer to said bill saith He admits that he qualified in this Court as the admor of 
the said Sylvia Wright deceased, and in that character took possession of the 
three slaves in the bill mentioned, amongst other property belonging to his 
intestate. He admits also that he has been appointed by this Court the 
Committee of Emeline Turner, who is a person of unsound mind. He admits also 
that the debts of the estate of said decedent are nearly all paid off and that the 
fund still in his hands arising from the sale of the perisable part of the estate and 
the collection of debts, is ample for the payment of all those still outstanding of 
which he has at this time any knowledge. He is perfectly willing to surrender the 
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three slaves aforesaid to the distributees, to be disposed of according to Law, 
upon receiving from them, the usual refunding bonds with security. He believes 
it would be to the interest of the distributees that the slaves should be sold & the 
proceeds divided amongst them, from the extreme old age of one of these 
slaves, and the pecuniary condition of the parties interested, it would be difficult 
if not impossible to make a division of them in kind And having answered he 

~ prays &c 


A. L. Wyllie" 


On January 14, 1839, the court in File 1886 authorized the sale of the slaves and 
the division of the proceeds among Betsey, William, and Emeline, subject to the filing of 
a refunding bond to protect against future claims: 

"At a Court held for Campbell County January 14. 1839 


Betsey Wright and William Wright ) 

Plfls ) 

against ) In Chancery 
Allen L. Wyllie admr of ) | 
Sylvia Wright Deft ) 


This cause came on this day to be heard by consent of parties by their Counsel 
on the bill answer and exhibits refered to and was argued by Counsel on 
consideration whereof the Court doth adjudge order and decree that the 
defendant Allen L. Wyllie who by like consent is hereby appointed a 
Commissioner do after having advertised the time and place of sale for two 
weeks in some newspaper printed in the town of Lynchburg proceed to sell by 
way of public auction to the highest bidder for cash the three slaves in the bill 
and answer mentioned and that out of the proceeds of such sale after defraying 
the expences attending the same and the cost of this suit he pay one equal third 
part of the remainder to the plaintiff Betsey Wright one other equal third part 
thereof to the Plaintiff Wm Wright and that he retain and hold the remaining third 
part thereof as the property of the said Emeline Turner, and report his 
proceedings to the Court in Order to a final decree but the plaintiffs are not to 
have the benefit of the decree until they shall have entered into bond payable to 
the said Allen L. Wyllie admr of the said Sylva Wright deceased in a penalty to 
equal to double the sum falling to their shares respectively under this decree, 
conditioned to refund their due proportions if any debts or demands which may 
hereafter appear against the estate of said Sylvia Wright deceased, and the cost 
attending the recovery of such debts" 


The sale ordered in File 1886 was held February 9, 1839, in Lynchburg with net 
proceeds of $1157.22 to be divided: 
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"Pursuant to the annexed decree of the County Court of Campbell in chancery 
pronounced on the 14 day of January 1839 in the suit therein depending 
between Betsey Wright and William Wright plaintiffs and the adm’or of Sylvia 
Wright deceased and Emeline Turner defendants, the undersigned the 
commissioner therein named, having previously advertised the time and place 
and terms of sale for two weeks in the Lynchburg Virginian a public news paper 
printed in the town of Lynchburg, proceeded on Saturday the 9 day of February 
1839 in front of the market house in the town of Lynchburg, to sell by way of 
public auction to the Highest bidder, for cash, the slaves Suckey, Polly and 
Morris the Child of the latter being the slaves in the said decree mentioned and 
referred to, at which sale, William Wright became the purchaser of the woman 
Suckey at the price of $6 and William Cox, the purchaser of Polly and her child 
Morris at the price of $1200. The nett proceeds whereof are thus shown 





Amount of sale of Suckey $06COC6 
Sale of Polly & her child 1200 $1206.00 
Deduct 
Commissions on 1206 at 5 & 2 percent $33.12 
Costs of suit 13.66 
Costs of advertising property 2.00 48.78 
nett proceeds $1157.22 


Which being divided according to the decree into three equal parts gives to 


Betsey Wright 385.74 
William Wright 385.74 


Emeline Turner 385.74 
| $1157.22 


The proportion of each being thus ascertained to be $385.74 your commissioner 
thereupon paid over to the said Betsey Wright and William Wright their 
respective proportions for which he took and now holds their receipts, refunding 
bonds being given by them as directed by said decree, and the remaining third is 
retained by him as further directed by said decree to be held by him in his 
character of committee of the said Emeline Turner 


A. L. Wyllie Comr" 


However, a dispute arose regarding the proper allocation of those proceeds. 
James Wright and Mariah Wright claimed to be a son and granddaughter of Sylvia 
Wright and entitled to share in her estate. On August 31, 1839, they assigned their 
interest in the estate to John C. Noell, a copy of which was in File 1886: 
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"Col Allen Wil__ administrator of Silvy Wright Deseased This is to Certify that 
we and Each of us for value Received have Bargind and sold unto John C. Noell 
all our Right title and Interest which we or Either of __ have or may be intitled to 
in the Estate Either Real or personally of the said Silvy Wright Deseased and you 
will please pay the whole of Each of our Respective potions to the said Noell and 
this shal be your sufficient Receipt for the same given under our hands this 31th 
day of august 1839 


witness his 
Almagro Noell James X Wright 
mark 
son of Silvy Wright Decd 
her 
Mariah X Wright 
mark 
granddaughter of Silvy Wright Decd and 
Daughter of Anna Wright" 


Then in September 1839 James Wright and Maria Wright filed their petition in 
File 1886 for a share in the proceeds of the sale of the slaves: 


"To the worshipful the County Court of Campbell in chancery sitting 


The petition of James Wright & Maria Wright respectfully represents - That your 
petitioner James Wright is the child and your petitioner Maria Wright is the grand 
child of Sylvia Wright decd. & each of whom are entitled to one full fifth part of 
the estate of the said Sylvia Wright decd. Your petitioner Maria being the only 
child of Anna Wright who was the child of the said Sylvia. That recently Betsy 
Wright & William Wright filed their bill in this worshipful court against Allen L. 
Wyley adm’or of the said Sylvia Wright decd and committee of Emeline Turner to 
procure the sale of certain slaves belonging to the estate of the said Sylvia 
Wright decd. with a view to a divission of the proceeds thereof among the 
complainants in said bill & the said Emeline Turner a person represented to be of 
unsound mind. To which said bill the said Allen L. Wyley as adm'or of the said 
sylvia Wright & as committee of the said Emeline Turner filed his answer and the 
cause was set for hearing, & an interlocutory decree pronounced directing a sale 
of said slaves, and division of the proceeds thereof among the above named 
persons your petitioner although residing in the adjacent county of Bedford knew 
nothing of the pendency of said suit & were not even parties thereof, or had any 
manner of notice of the proceedings, although entitled as aforesaid each to one 
full fifth part of the estate of said decedent. Your petitioners therefore pray that 
your worships will cause a rule to be made upon the said Betsey Wright & 
William Wright requiring them to make your petitioners & Timothy Fletcher who 
your petitioners are informed holds part of the money belonging to said 
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decedents estate for the use of the said Betsey Wright & William Wright parties 
defendant to the said suit, & in the event of their faiure to dismiss the same. 


James Wright 

Maria Wright 

by John F. Sale their counsel 
1839 Sepr filed" 


On September 9, 1839, the court in File 1886 ordered Betsey Wright, William 
Wright, and Emeline Turner to file an amended complaint to name James Wright and 
Mariah Wright as defendants: 

"At a Court held for Campbell County 9 day of September 1839 

Betsey Wright &c Plfls ) 


against ) In Chancery 
Sylvia Wrights admr Deft ) 


On the motion of James Wright & Maria Wright who have filed their petition in 
this cause it is ordered that unless the plaintiffs in this suit shall on or before the 
next time amend their bill and make the said petitioners James Wright & Maria 
Wright parties defendants in the suit that the bill of the plaintiffs shall stand 
dismissed" 


On October 14, 1839, a similar order in File 1886 was made: 
"At Court held for Campbell County 14 day of October 1839 


Betsey Wright &c Pifls 


) 
against ) In Chancery 
Sylvia Wrights admr Deft ) 


On the motion of James Wright & Maria Wright who have filed their petition in 
this Cause it is ordered that unless the Plfls in this suit shall on or before the next 
time amend this bill. and make the said Petitioners James Wright and Mariah 
Wright parties defendants in this suit that the bill of the plaintiffs shall stand 
dismissed" | 


On November 12, 1839, the plaintiffs filed their amended complaint in File 1886: 
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"At Court Conducted and held for Campbell County 12 Novr 1839 


Betsey Wright &c Plfls ) 
against ) In Chancery 
S Wrights admr Deft ) 


This day came the plaintiff and by their counsel moved the Court for leave to 
amend their bill agreeable to an order made in this Cause at the last Court, 
which was granted them and there upon they filed the same 


1840 June answer of Marya & James Wright filed 

" Feby Deposition of John Overstreet filed 

"July Deposition of James Wright and William Hawkins 
filed" 


"To the worshipful the Justices of the County Court of Campbell in Chancery 
sitting | 


The Amended bill of complaint of your orator and oratrix Betsey Wright and 
William Wright respectfully represents - That heretofore they exhibited their 
certain original bill of complaint to this worshipful Court against Allen L. Wyllie 
adm'or of Sylvia Wright deceased and committee of Emeline Turner a person of 
unsound mind, setting forth that the said Sylvia Wright had departed this life 
intestate possessed of three slaves and a small amount of perishable property 
leaving your oratrix Betsey Wright her only surviving child and two grand children 
Thomas P. Wright and Emeline Turner her heirs at law and distributees. That 
the debts of the estate had all been paid off or nearly so, and that the 
administrator of said estate was willing to surrender up said three slaves to be 
divided amongst those entitled to them as heirs at law and distributees of the 
said Sylvia. Setting forth also that the said Thomas P. Wright, after the death of 
the said Sylvia had conveyed all his interest in said estate to Latitia Wright 
daughter of your oratrix Betsey Wright and that the said Betsey Wright had also 
in like manner since the death of the said Sylvia conveyed all her interest therein 
to the same Latitia Wright, and that since the date of said conveyances, the said 
Latitia Wright had also departed this life intestate and without issue, leaving your 
oratrix Betsey Wright her mother and your orator William Wright a brother her 
only surviving heirs at law and distributees. And praying a sale of said three 
slaves, and the distribution of the proceeds arising therefrom between your 
orator and oratrix and the said Emeline Turner according to their respective 
rights which will more fully and at large appear reference being had to said 
Original bill. That at the January term of this worshipful Court in the present year 
the prayer of said bill was decreed accordingly and the said Allen L. Wyllie who 
was thereon and thereby appointed a commissioner for that purpose proceeded 
in pursuance thereof to make sale of said three slaves, and to distribute the 
money arising therefrom in the proportions set forth and directed in and by said 
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decree. That portion thereof going to the said Emeline Turner was retained by 
the said Allen L. Wyllie as her committee and your orator and oratrix believe that 
the same or the greater part thereof still in his hands. And that portion thereof to 
which your oratrix and orator were entitled was duly paid to them, but a certain 
Timothy Fletcher having become bound as their security in the refunding bonds 
required of them by said decree, the portions paid to them by the commissioner 
were immediately placed in the hands of the said Fletcher as an indemnity for his 
undertaking as the security in said refunding bonds. Some portion thereof has 
been paid over by the said Fletcher to your orator and oratrix but there still 
remains in his hands the sum of $____ Your orator and oratrix further represent 
that at the last September term of said County Court a certain James Wright and 
Maria Wright pretending, the one of them, that he is the son, and the other that 
she is the grand child of the said Sylvia Wright deceased and as such entitled to 
participate in the proceeds of the sale of said slaves, presented their petition to 
the Court, and procured a rule to be made on your orator and oratrix to amend 
their bill and to make and to make the said James Wright and Maria Wright 
together with the said Timothy Fletcher parties defendants in said cause, on pain 
of having their said original bill dismissed. Your orator and oratrix therefore in 
pursuance of said rule, disclaiming however any knowledge of said petitioners 
and denying their right to participate in the sale of said slaves, prays that the said 
James Wright and Maria Wright the petitioners aforesaid and the said Timothy 
Fletcher may be made defendants hereto, and that they may be compelled 
especially the said James Wright and Maria Wright to answer as well this 
amended bill as the said original bill in such manner as shall be legal. That the 
said James Wright and Maria Wright be required to establish by undoubted proof 
their right to participate in the property of the said Sylvia, by that identity of their 
respective persons which shall show the said James to be the son and the said 
Maria the grand daughter of the said Sylvia. May it please your worships to grant 
such relief &c &c 


Filed 12 Novr. 1839" 


On May 16, 1840, James Wright and Mariah Wright filed their answer to the 
amended complaint in File 1886 and told the tale of Sylvia's family: 


"The answer of James Wright to an original & supplemental bill of complaint 
exhibited against him & others in the worshipful the County Court of Campbell by ~ 
Betsy Wright and William Wright This defendant saving & reserving to himself 
the privilege of all just & proper exceptions to the errors &c contained in said bills 
for answer thereunto he says. It is true that the said Sylvia Wright has departed 
this life, & that she probably died intestate & possessed of the property 
mentioned in said bills. But it is wholly untrue that the plaintiff Betsy Wright is 
her only surviving child, & it is equally untrue that the said Betsy & Thomas P. 
Wright & Emeline Turner are her only heirs at law. on the contrary this defendant 
is a son, & Maria Wright the only surviving child of of Anna Wright decd. is a 
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grand daughter of the said Sylvia Wright. and he submits the following as a true 
history of the family. In the year___—s Thomas Wright (now decd) purchased the 
said Sylvia of ___ Cabell, the said Sylvia being then a slave, & had two children, 
to wit - Prudence and Anna. Shortly after the said Sylvia became the property of 
the said Thomas Wright this defendant was born. Afterwards the said Sylvia had 
four children by the said Thomas Wright, to wit: Robin, the plaintiff Betsey, Mary, 
& Eliza. The said Sylvia's eldest child Prudence when very young received an 
accidental wound on the knee, & was sent to New London to one Dr.__i to be 
cured, & whilst there she married a slave the property of ___ Reid, & afterwards 
refusing to be separated from her husband the said Thomas Wright sold her to 
the said Reid, & she remains a slave until this time if she is living. Anna Wright 
the second child of the said Sylvia died many years ago on Beaver Creek in this 
county, not far from Ross's old iron works, leaving one child Maria who now lives 
with Mr. Rufas Thomas in the County of Bedford. This defendant her third child, 

_ has lived in the County of Bedford for upwards of 30 years. Of the children of 
the said Sylvia by the said Thomas Wright it is unnecessary to speak as they are 
all recognized in the said bills. This defendant further represents that the said 
Sylvia and all her children (except Prudence) were emancipated by the said 
Thomas Wright in his lifetime, who died many years before the said Sylvia, & he 
is advised that in as much as the said Prudence if living is a slave, & if dead her 
children are slaves, and as Mary Wright died without issue, he is entitled by the 
statute of descents and distributions to one equal fifth part of all the estate 
whereof the said Sylvia died possessed, & he insists that the same shall be 
allotted and paid to him. And having fully answered he prays to be hence 
dismissed &c &c 


his 
James + Wright 
mark 


Bedford County to wit: 


This day James Wright made oath before the subscriber & magistrate for said 
county that the foregoing answer, as far as the allegations are charged be within 
his own knowledge are true & he believes the balance to be true given under 
may hand this 16th May 1840. 


Fredre Aunspaugh J. P." 
"The answer of Maria Wright to an original & supplemental bill exhibited against 
her & others in the worshipful the County Court of Campbell by Betsy Wright & 
William Wright. 


The said defendant reserving to herself the usual priviledge of all just exception 
to the errors &c contained in said bills, for answer thereunto or unto so much and 


0099A(082105) 127. 


such parts thereof as she is advised it concerns her to answer she says. That 
she is the daughter (and the only child) of Anna Wright who was the daughter of 
the same Sylvia Wright in the bills mentioned. She has heard & believes that her 
mother Anna Wright was one of the seven children of the said Sylvia, three of 
whom to wit, Prudence, James, & the said Anna were negros, & four of whom 
(the youngest) to wit - Robin, Betsey (one of the plaintiffs), Mary, & Eliza were 
mulattoes who were recognized by Thomas Wright as his children. She has 
heard & believes that Prudence the Eldest daughter of the said Sylvia never was 
emancipated & is therefore still a slave if she is living. The whole of the other 
children of the said Sylvia together with their mother (the said Sylvia) were 
emancipated by the said Thomas Wright in his lifetime as she has heard & 
believes. She knows that Mary Wright died without issue. She is advised that 
she, being the only child of Anna Wright the second daughter of Sylvia, is 
entitled to the one equal fifth part of all the property whereof the said Sylvia 
Wright died possessed. And she claims the same & insists that it shall be 
allotted or paid to her. She knows nothing personally of the other matters in said 
bills & thinks it probable the said bills may be true except so far as they conflict 
with this answer. And having fully answered she prays to be hence dismissed 
and as in duty bound &c &c 


her 
Maria + Wright 
mark 


Bedford County viz: 


This day Maria Wright made oathe before the subscriber a magistrate for said 
county that so much of the foregoing answer as she has alleged to be within her 
own knowledge is true, & she believes the balance to be true. Given under my 
hand this 16th day of May 1840 


Fredre Aunspaugh J. P." 
At Campbell County, Virginia, Chancery Court Order Book 1831-1850/169 the 
court appointed a commissioner to determine the heirs of Sylvia Wright: 


"Betsy Wright and William Wright piffs ) 
against 

Allen L. Wyllie admr of Sylvia Wright 

dec'd, and as committee of Emeline 

Turner a person of unsound mind, James 

Wright, Maria Wright and Timothy 

Fletcher defs 


eee eee eee Nee Nee eee” 


This cause which was removed hither from the county court came on this day to 
be heard, on the papers formerly read, the amended Bill since filed, the answers 
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thereto, and the examinations of witnesses since taken and filed, and was 
argued by counsel: On consideration whereof the Court doth refer it to one of its 
Commissioners, to ascertain and report to the Court, who are the rightfull heirs of 
the late Sylvia Wright dec'd, and as such entitled to her estate, and also to 
ascertain and report to the Court what amount of money recieved under the 
orders made in this cause, was in the hands of the defendant Allen L. Wyllie, 
committee of Emeline Turner, and what amount in the hands of the defendant 
Timothy Fletcher, at the time of filing the amended bill in this cause, and what 
amount now remains in their hands, stating in his report any matter deemed 
pertinent by himself or required by the parties to be so stated." 


On June 26, 1840, James Wright gave his deposition in File 1886 in support of 


his answer that Sylvia Wright had three children before she was purchased by Thomas 


Wright and their names were Prudence, Anna, and James, that Sylvia had four children 


by 1805 Thomas Wright, that their names were Robin, Betsey, Eliza, and Mary, and 


that all were then dead except for James and Betsey and that Anna left a child Mariah 


and that Eliza left a child Emeline Turner: 


"The Deposition of James Wright a free negroe of lawful age taken at the office 
of John A Wharton in the town of Liberty Bedford County, on Friday the 26 day 
of June 1840 to be read as evidence in a suit depending in the County Court of 
Campbell County, in which Betsey Wright William Wright are plaintiffs, and Allen 
Wylie admr. of Sylvy Wright dec. & committee of Emeline Turner, Maria Wright, 
James Wright, & Timothy Fletcher are defts. This deponent being first duly 
charged according to the act of assembly in that case provided & sworn, 
deponent saith 


Ques. by defendant, Maria Wright. Do you know who who was my mother? if so 
say: 


Ans. | do, my sister, Anna Wright 

Ques. by same. Who was the mother of your sister Anna Wright 
Ans. Silvy Wright, who was also my mother. 

Ques. by the same. Who was the husband of Silvy Wright: 

Ans. Thomas Wright 


Ques. by same. Where did Thomas Wright live: & was he a white man ora 
negroe: 
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Ans. He lived in Campbell County, on Beaver Creek, above Ross’ Iron Works. 
he was a white man. 


Ques. by same. Was Sylvy Wright a white woman, or a negro: 
Ans. She was a negro. 


Ques. by same. How many children did she have, before she married Thomas 
Wright, & who were they: 


Ans. Three. Prudence, Anna the mother of Maria, and myself (James). 


Ques. by same. How many children did she have by Thomas Wright & what 
were their names. 


Ans. Four. Robin, Betsey, Eliza, and Mary. 

Ques. by same. What has become of Robin: 

Ans. He is dead. 

Ques. by same. Where is Eliza: 

Ans. She is dead. 

Ques. by same. Did Eliza leave any children: 

Ans. She left one named Emeline Turner, | believe 

Ques. by same. What has become of Mary: 

Ans. She is dead. 

Ques. by same. Did she leave any children: 

Ans. She left one, now dead, whose name | do not recollect 

Ques. by same. Was Anna Wright a free woman at the time of her death: 
Ans. She was. 

Ques. by same. Was Maria Wright born after her mother was set free: 


Ans. She was. 
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Ques. by same. Has Anna Wright any other living descendants but Maria & her 
children | 


Ans. She has not. 

Ques. by same. Where was Anna Wright living, when Maria was born: 
Ans. on Beaver Creek in Campbell County. 

Ques. by same. How old was Maria Wright when her mother died: 


Ans. She was small, just beginning to walk. My mother, Silvy Wright took her, 
after the death of her mother, and raised her. 


Ques. by same. Where has Maria Wright lived since she was grown: 


Ans. She has lived with me in Bedford since she was grown, until lately sent to 
me by my brother Robin Wright who promised to pay me for her maintainance 


Ques. by same. Who set Anna Wright free: 

Ans. Thomas Wright | 

Ques. by plaintiff William Wright. When did Thomas Wright die: 
Ans. | suppose upwards thirty years ago. 


Ques. by same. Did Thomas Wright own any slaves at his death: if so how 
many, & what were their names - 


Ans. He did. | believe five. March, John, Isham, Jim, & Doll. 


Ques. by deft Maria Wright. What became of those slaves at Thomas Wright's 
death: 


Ans. | believe they were willed to Robin Wright. 
his | 
James + Wright 
mark 


Bedford County 


| John A. Wharton commissioner to take Depositions of the Circuit Superior 
Court of Law & Chancery of the County aforesaid certify that the foregoing 
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deposition was taken, subscribed, and sworn to before me, by James Wright, a 
free negroe, at the time & place mentioned in the caption. The said James 
Wright having been charged by me, according to the act of assembly in that case 
made & provided, before he was sworn. In testimony whereof | have hereunto 
subscribed my name the 26th day of June 1840 


Com. fee 75 Jno A. Wharton 
charge deft 


| do also certify that the plff Wm Wright excepts to the foregoing deposition 


1 Because the deponent is a party to the suit 
2 Because the deponent is a negro 


Jn A Wharton Com 
Filed 13 July 1840" 


On July 6, 1840, John Overstreet gave his deposition in File 1886 and supported 
the allegations that James Wright was a half brother of Robert Wright and that Mariah 
Wright was a half-niece of Robert Wright. 


"The Deposition of John Overstreet taken at the residence of Wm. Hawkins 
Senr. in the county of Bedford & state of Virginia on Monday the 6th day of July 
1840 to be read as evidence in a Chancery suit depending in the County Court of 
Campbell wherein Betsey Wright and William Wright are plaintiffs, and Allen L. 
Wiley admr. of Silvey Wrights Decd and committee for Emeline Turner & James 
Wright, Mariah Wright and Timothy Fletcher defendants, deposeth and saith that 
he sold Robert Wright a tract of land in Bedford County about fifty acres which 
said Robert Wright said he was Bound by Contract with his old Master or his 
reputed father to Doo so as he the old Master of James Wright had made a will 
to give the sd James Wright fifty acres of the land on which he lived and at his 
promas to purchase the sd James a tract to live on he the sd Robert Wright was 
to have the hole of the old tract & further said that he wood have the Deed to him 
self in cast some person should cheet him out of the land which | think was 
about thirty years ago or upwards a little and the sd James Wright came an took 
possession of the sd tract of land lived on it ever since | have frequently heard 
Robert Wright say James was his half Brother also | have seen too yellow 
women at James Wrights on a vists & said James was their Brother & as for 
Mariah | no came to James Wrights upwards of twenty years ago James sd she 
was his sisters Daughter & she calld sd James her unkle & livd in Bedford Ever 
since 


Question by Defendant James Wrights agent. Please state what was the 
consideration you received for the land 
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Anser, | got a stud horse for the land by paying fifty pounds to Wright, which he 
valued at one hundred & fifty pounds & said he was to lay the House out in land 
for Jim 
Question by same Where did Jim & Robin live before Jim moved to that place 
Answer In Campbell 
And further this deponent saith not 

John Overstreet 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 6th day of July 1840 

Wm. A. White J. P 
John Overstreet claims his attendance for one day. 53 Cents 


Wm. A. White J. P."” 


The land referred to in the deposition as sold to Robert Wright on behalf of 
James Wright was Bedford County, Virginia, Deed 12/92 dated February 25, 1806. 

On July 6, 1840, William Hawkins also gave his deposition in File 1886 in 
support of James Wright's petition: 

"Hawkins depos 

The deposition of William Hawkins Senr. taken at his residence in county of 

- Bedford and state of Virginia on Monday the 6th day of July 1840 to be read as 
evidence in a Chancery suit depending in the county Court of Campbell wherein 
Betsey Wright and William Wright are plaintiffs and Allen L. Wyley admr. of 


Silvey Wright Decd and Committee for Emeline Turner & James Wright, Mariah 
Wright and Timothy Fletcher defendants deposeth and saith by question. 


Question by Defendants James Wright agents. Were you acquainted with Silvey 
Wright 


Answer. | was 


Question by same do you or do you not know that Silvey Wright was the mother 
of James Wright now living in Bedford 


Answer She was always called so 
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Question by same. How long were you acquainted with Silvey Wrights family 


Answer. James Wright and myself were playmates together when Jim was a 
small boy and have peviticilty(?) been acquainted with him ever since 


Question by same Where did Silvey Wright live at the time you were first 
acquainted with them 


Answer On Beaver Creek in Campbell County about three miles above Rosses 
lron Works. 


Question by same Were they or were they not slaves at that time and to whom 
did they belong 


Answer. they were slaves, and belonged to Thomas Wright 


Question by same Do you not know that Silvey Wright had some black children, 
and some yellow ones 


Answer. There were some of both collours, and they were called hers. 


Question by same Were you or were you not acquainted with Robbin Wright 
who was one of the yellow children 


Answer. | was acquainted with him and went to school with him 


Question by same Have you not frequently heard Silvey Wright recognize 
Robbin Wright and James Wright as her sons. 


Answer | have frequently heard her acknowledge them as her children and 
always understood so from the neighbours 


Question by same What color was Silvey Wright 
Answer, She was a very black woman 


Question by same Who was the reputed Farther of James Wright 
Answer | never heard | 


Question by same Who was the reputed farther of Robbin Wright 
Answer. Thomas Wright he master of Silvey was always called so. 


Question by same How old do you suppose James Wright is at this time 


0099A(082105) 134. 


Answer | suppose he is upwards of sixty years old 


Question by same Do you or do you not know that this is the same James 
Wright who now & has for a long time lived in Bedford County and if so in what 
neighbourhood 


Answer, He is the same man, and has been living in the county of Bedford for a 
number of years & in the neighbourhood of Whartons mill 


Question by same Do you or do you not know that Thomas Wright set Silvey 
and her children free & gave his estate to them principally 


Answer. | understood that he set them all free and gave his estate to Silvey and 
Robin 


and further the deponent saith not 
his 
William + Hawkins Senr 
mark 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 6 day of July 1840 
Wm. A White J. P." 


On August 11, 1840, the case was removed from the Campbell County 
Chancery Court to the Lynchburg Circuit Superior Court of Law and Chancery as File © 
1886: 

"At a Court continued and held for Campbell County 11 Day of August 1840 

Betsey Wright &c Plifls ) 


against ) In Chancery 
S Wrights admr Deft ) 


On the motion of the defendants James Wright and Maria Wright by their 


Counsel, and for reasons appearing to the Court, this cause is removed from this 
to the Circuit Superior Court of Law & Chancery for this County 
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Plfts Cost Defts Cost 


Attorney $5.00 Attorney 5.00 
Clk 3:73 Clk 477 
$8.73 $9.77 


P_ Fee 200 


Teste 

Wm. A. Clement Clk" 
On April 13 and 14, 1841, John Overstreet and James Wright again gave their 

depostions in File 1886 in substantially the same form as before: 

"The deposition of John Overstreet of lawful age taken pursuant to notice in the 
Clerks office of the Circuit Superior Court of law and Chancery for the County of 
Bedford on Tuesday the 13th day of April 1841 to be read as evidence in a 
chancery suit depending in the Circuit Superior Court of law and chancery for the 
County of Campbell, wherein Betsey Wright and William Wright are plaintiffs and 
Allen L. Wyllie administrator of Sylvia Wright deceased and committee for 
Emeline Turner and James Wright Maria Wright and Timothy Fletcher are 
Defendants: The Deponant being first duly sworn deposeth and saith. 
Question by the counsel of James Wright - 
Do you know James Wright the defendant in this suit? 
Ans. | do. | have been acquainted with him for a great many years. 
Question by the same. 
Do you know whose son he is reputed to be? 


Ans. He is reputed to be the son of an old black woman named Sylvia of 
Campbell County. 


Question by same. 


Was Sylvia a slave or a free woman. did she have a husband or did she live with 
any man who kept her as a wife? & if so who? 


Ans. | always understood she was a slave, and was kept by her owner Thomas 
Wright of the County of Campbell as a wife 
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Question by the same. 
Did Thomas Wright emancipate Sylvia before his death? 


Ans. They lived together as man and wife till the death of Thomas Wright, when 
| understood that she was free, but whether she was emancipated before his 
death or by his will | am unable to say. 


Question by same. 


How long have you known the defendant James Wright. where has he lived ever 
since you know him? 


Answer. | have known him for about thirty years during the whole of which time 
he has lived in the County of Bedford upon a tract of land once owned by me 


Quest by same. 


Will you please state how he came in the possession of the said tract of land. 
Who bought it for him? tell all you know about the purchase, & James Wright's 
coming into the possession of the same 


Answer. Robin Wright a son of Thomas Wright purchased the tract of land of me 
for James Wright. Robin Wright stated that he was bound by a contract with his 
father Thomas Wright to give the said James Wright fifty acres of land in the 
place of fifty acres which Thomas Wright had intended giving to him of the land 
he lived on, and upon the said Robin Wrights giving the said James Wright fifty 
acres of other land, then he Robin Wright was to have the whole of the land 
Thomas Wright lived upon in Campbell County. And Robin Wright said for fear 
some one might cheat James Wright out of the land purchased for him, he 
wanted the right to the land made to him (Robin) which was accordingly done, 
but James Wright took possession of the land and has remained in possession 
of it ever since 


Quest by the same. Did Robin Wright acknowledge a relationship between 
himself & James Wright? 


Ans. He did. he said they were brothers my mothers side. 
Question by same. After James Wrights removal to Bedford, did any of the 


reputed children of Thomas Wright by the woman Sylvia ever visit him, and did 
they acknowledge the relationship? — 
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Ans. | have frequently seen two yellow girls at James Wrights, which were 
reputed to be his sisters and daughters of Sylvia by Thomas Wright, who 
acknowledged themselves to be half sisters of James Wright 
And further deponent saith not. 

John Overstreet 
The deposition of James Wright a free negroe of lawful age taken pursuant to 
notice and a commission dated the 11th day of March 1841 & hereunto annexed, 
at the same time & place mentioned in the caption of the foregoing deposition of 
John Overstreet to be read in the same suit mentioned in said caption. The said 
James Wright being a party to said suit. The deponent having been charged by 
me according to the act of assembly and sworn upon the Holy Evangelist of 
Almighty God Deposeth & saith 
Question by the defendant Maria Wright. 
Do you know who was my mother if so state 
Answer. Anna Wright my sister, 
Quest by same 
Who was the mother of your sister Anna Wright 
Answer. Sylvia Wright, who was also my mother. 
Question by same 
Who was the husband of Sylvia Wright 
Answer. Thomas Wright. 


Question by same. Where did Thomas Wright live? and was he a white man or 
a negro 


Answer. He lived in Campbell County on Beaver Creek above Ross' Iron Works, 
and was a white man. 


Question by same. Was Sylvia a white woman or a negro 


Answer. She was a negro 


0099A(082105) 138. 


Question by same. How many children did she have before she married 
Thomas Wright, and what were their names 


Answer. She had three. Prudence, Anna the mother of Maria, and myself 


Question by same. How many children did she have by Thomas Wright and what 
were their names 


Answer. She had four. Robin, Betsey, Eliza and Mary 
Question by same. What has become of Robin 
Answer. He is dead. 

Question by same. Where is Eliza 

Answer. She is dead 

Question by same. Did Eliza leave any children 
Answer. She left one named Emeline Turner. 
Question by same. Where is Mary. 

Answer. She is dead. 

Question by same. Did she leave any children 
Answer. She left one child, but it is dead 

Question by same. Was Anna Wright a free woman at the time of her death. 
Answer. She was 


Question by same. Has Anna Wright any other living descendants but Maria and 
her children 


Answer. She has not. 
Question by same. Where was Anna Wright living when Maria was born 
Answer. On Beaver Creek in Campbell County 


Question by same. How old was Maria Wright when her mother died 
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Answer. She was quite small, just beginning to walk. my mother Sylvia Wright 
took her after the death of her mother and raised her. 


Question by same. Where has Maria Wright lived since she was grown 

Answer. She was sent by brother Robin Wright to live with me. and brother 
Robin promised to pay for her maintenance. She lived with me for about twelve 
or fifteen years, and has been living about at different places in this county since 
she left me. 

Question by same Who set Anna Wright free. 

Answer. Thomas Wright 

Question by William Wright one of the plaintiffs 

When did Thomas Wright die. 


Answer. | suppose upwards of thirty years ago. 


Question by same. Did Thos Wright own any slaves at his death? if so how 
many and what were their names. 


Answer. He did, | believe five, named Mark John, Isham, Jim and Doll 


Question by defendant Maria Wright. What became of those slaves at Thomas 
Wrights death? | | | 


Answer. They were willed to brother Robin Wright 


Question by same. Was Maria Wright born before or after her mother Anna 
Wright was set free. 


Answer. She was born after Anna Wright was set free 
Question by same. What has become of Prudence Wright? 
Answer. She was sold by Thomas Wright to Maj. Nathan Reid who owned her 
husband, and | think she still belongs to young Nathan Reid and is living in 
Patrick County. She was sold before the balance of the family was set free, and 
of course she is now a slave. 

his 

James + Wright 
mark 
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| John R. Steptoe notary public in and for the County of Bedford in the State of 
Virginia, do hereby certify that the foregoing depositions of John Overstreet and 
James Wright were taken subscribed and sworn to by them, before me at the 
time and place mentioned in the caption of John Overstreet's deposition. The 
said James Wright having been charged by me according to the act of assembly 
in regard to slaves, free negroes & mulattoes before he was sworn. In testimony 
whereof | have hereunto set my hand this 13th day of April 1841 


Notary's fee 1.50 ) Jno. R. Steptoe N. Pub 
chd. Defts ) 


John Overstreet claims for 1 days attendance in giving the foregoing deposition 
The plaintiff William Wright excepts to the foregoing deposition of James Wright 
1st Because the deponent is a party to the suit 
2nd Because the deponent is a negroe 

Jno. R. Steptoe N. Pub." 
"The deposition of William Hawkins Senr. of lawful age taken at his residence in 
the County of Bedford on Wednesday the 14th day of April 1841 pursuant to 
notice to be read as evidence upon the trial of a suit in Chancery now depending 
in the Circuit Superior Court of law and Chancery for the County of Campbell 
wherein Betsey Wright and William Wright are plaintiffs and Allen L. Wyllie 
administrator of Sylvia Wright deceased and committee for Emeline Turner and 
James Wright, Maria Wright and Timothy Fletcher are defendants. The 
Deponent being first sworn deposeth and saith 
Question by Defendant James Wright's agent. 
Were you acquainted with Sylvia Wright a negro woman of Campbell County 


Answer. | was 


Question by same. Do you know whether she was the reputed mother of James 
Wright of this County 


Answer. She was called the Mother of James Wright 
Question by same. How long were you acquainted with Sylvia Wrights family 


Answer. James Wright and myself were playmates together when Jim was a a 
small boy and | have been acquainted with him ever since 
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Question by same. Where did Sylvia Wright live when you were first acquainted 
with her and was she a slave or free woman. 


Answer. She lived on Beaver Creek in Campbell County about 3 miles above 
Ross' iron works was a slave and was owned by Thomas Wright 


Question by same. Did she have some black and some yellow children 
Answer. There were some of both colours & they were called hers. 


Question by same. Were you acquainted with Robin Wright one of the yellow 
children | 


Answer. | was acquainted with him and went to school with him 
Question by same. Have you ever heard Sylvia Wright recognise Robin Wright 
and James Wright as her children, and were they reputed as such in the 


neighbourhood 


Answer. | have heard Sylvia Wright acknowledge them as her children and | 
always understood that they were her children from the neighbours 


Question by same. What colour was Sylvia Wright 

Answer. She was very black 

Question by same. Who was the reputed father of James Wright 

Answer. | never heard 

Question by same. Who was the reputed father of Robin Wright 

Answer. Thomas Wright the master of Sylvia was called his father 

Question by same. How old is James Wright 

Answer. | suppose he is upwards of sixty years old 

Question by same. Do you know whether this is the same James Wright who 
now lives and has lived for a good many years in the County of Bedford and in 


what neighbourhood 


Answer. He is the same man and has been living in Bedford County in the 
neighbourhood of Whartons Mill for a number of years 
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Question by same. Do you know whether or not Thomas Wright set Sylvia and 
her children free, and what he done with his estate 


Answer. | understood that he set them all free and gave his estate to Sylvia and 
Robin 


his 
William + Hawkins 
mark 


Bedford County, to wit, | Martin Burks a Justice of the peace of the said county 
do hereby certify that the foregoing deposition of William Hawkins Snr was 
taken, subscribed & sworn by him before me at the time & place mentioned in 
the caption. Given under my hand this 14th day of April 1841 


Martin P. Burks J. P." 


In September 1841 the dispute in File 1886 was referred to a commissioner to 
determine the heirs of Sylvia Wright: 


"Wright ) Note for Order 
VS. ) Decree Sep Term 1841 
Wright. ) 


This cause which was removed hither from the County Court came on this day to 
be heard on the papers formerly read the amended bill since filed, the answers 
thereto, and and the examinations of witnesses since taken and filed and was 
argued by counsel: on consideration whereof the court doth refer it to one of its 
commissioners to ascertain and report to the court who are the rightful heirs of 
the late Silvia Wright deceased and as such entitled to her estate and also to 
ascertain and report to the court what amount of money received under the 
orders made in this cause was in the hands of the defendant Allen L. Wyllie 
committee of Emeline Turner and what amount in the hands of the defendant 
Timothy Fletcher at the time of the filing the amended bill in this cause, and what 
amount now remains in their hands, stating in his report any matter deemed 
pertinent by himself or required by the parties to be so stated." 


On September 21, 1841, Stephen Perrow gave his deposition in File 1886 in 


support of the petition of James Wright and Mariah Wright: 


"The deposition of Stephen Perrow, taken on the 21st day of September 1841, at 
the tavern house of German Jordan in the County of Campbell to be read in 
evidence on the trial of a suit in chancery now depending in the Circuit Superior 
Court of law and Chancery for the County of Campbell wherein William Wright 
and Betsy Wright are plaintiff & Allen J. Wyliy adm'or of Betsy Wright decd & 
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committee of Emeline Turner and James Wright, Maria Wright, & Timothy 
Fletcher are defendants. The said defendant being first sworn deposeth & saith 


Question by the defendants James Wright and Maria Wright - 


Are you acquainted with us (the defendants James Wright and Maria Wright)? 
Do you know who is the reputed mother of the defendant James Wright? and 
who is the reputed mother of the defendant Mariah Wright? and who is the 
reputed mother of the defendant Mariah Wright's mother? if so, state all you 
know about the matter in your own way. 


Ans. | have been well acquainted with Both James & Maria Wright some years 
past they have both removed from my neighbourhood to Bedford County som 
twenty or 30 years since Sylvia Wright a Black woman was cald the mother of 
James Wright & was also cald the mother of Anny Wright which is the mother of 
Maria Sylvia Wright was the property of Ths. Wright | believe he purchast hir of 
old Dr Cabells estate | Believe with three black children after which he had a 
child or children by and then set hir & hir children free 


Question by the Same. 
Do you know the plaintiff Elizabeth Wright? if so who was her mother? 


Ans. | do Sylvia Wright is her mother this Sylvia that was the mother James 
Wright above named and further this deponant sayeth not 


Stephen Perrow 


Campbell County to Wit The foregoing deposition of Stephen Perrow was taken 
subscribed & sworn to by him before the subscriber a magistrate for said county 
at the time and place mentioned in the caption. Given under my hand the day & 
year aforesaid : 


Edwd P. Withers" 


On March 1, 1842, James Turner and Lavina Baker gave their depositions in File 
1886 and asserted that Prudence, Anna, and James were not the children of Sylvia, but 
rather were the children of Sylvia's sister: 


"The deposition of James Turner taken in the Comrs Office at Campbell Court 
House on Tuesday the first day of March 1842 to be read on the trial of a cause 
now depending and undetermined on the Chancery side of the Circuit Superior 
Court of Law and Chancery holden in and for the County of Campbell wherein 
Betsy Wright and William Wright are plaintiffs and Allen L. Wyllie admr. of Sylvia 
Wright deceased and committee of Emeline Turner James Wright Maria Wright 
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and Timothy Fletcher are defendants The deponent being first duly sworn 
deposeth and saith 


Question by plaintiff William Wright Please state how long you have been 
acquainted with Silvia Wright and family 


Answer. | have been acquainted with Sylvia Wright and her family since the 
month of August 1808 


Question by same How many children had Sylvia Wright and what was the name 
of each child and their colour 


Answer Sylvia Wright had only four children as far as | know one son named 
Robin and three daughters Eliza Mary & Betsy all of whom were bright mulattoes 


Question by same Are you acquainted with the defendant James Wright and if 
so what is his colour 


Answer | am acquainted with him and have known him ever since the year 1818 
and his colour is black 


Question by same State all you may know about Sylvia Wrights children how 
they were raised 


Ans Betsy was raised by Mrs. George Cabell and the other two were raised with 
and by their mother Sylvia Wright and | have heard from the daughter of 
Mrs Doctor Humphries that Betsy was also partly raised by Mrs Humphries 


Question by same In all your conversations with Sylvia Wright did or did you not 
ever hear her mention her son called James 


Ans | never heard Sylvia Wright speak of having a son by that name 


Question by same Did you hear her speak of any children of her called Anna & 
Prue | 


Ans | never did 


Question by same Did you ever hear Sylvia Wright speak of having any children 
but Robin Eliza Mary & Betsy Ans | never did 


Question by same State what you have heard Sylvia Wright say in relation to her 
sister Jinney and her children 
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Answer | have heard Sylvia Wright say she had a sister and that Jim Anna and 
Prue were her sisters children 


Question by same Did you ever hear Sylvia Wright say how her sister Jim Anna 
and Prue came in possession of Thomas Wright 


Ans | heard her say that Thomas Wright had a debt owing to him in Williamsburg ~ 
and that he took her sister and her three children for the debt or in payment of 
the same 


Question by same Did or did you not ever hear Sylvia Wright speak of Thomas 
Wrights making a will and what transpired in relation to it 


Answer | have heard Sylvia Wright say that Thomas Wright had made a will and 
willed the negroes Jim Anna and Prue to his son Robin which will he afterwards 
changed 


Question by same Did you ever see Jim Wright in Sylvia Wrights house Ans | 
saw him in her house but one time 


Question by same Did you ever see Jim Wright in the house of Robin Wright - 
Answer | never did 


Question by same Did you ever see Jim Wright with Sylvia Wright and what 
passed between them 


Answer | saw them together at one time only and afterwards | was informed by 
Jim Wright that Sylvia ordered him to go home 


Question by same At the time of the death of Eliza Turner what did you hear 
Sylvia Wright say in relation to her children 


Answer | heard her say that she had lost all her children but one and that she 
was a drunkard and could give her no comfort 


Question by same Did you ever hear Jim Wright say in the presence of Sylvia 
Wright that he was a brother of Robin Wright and what passed between him and 
Sylvia Wright 

Ans | heard him say so but Sylvia Wright was not present 


Question by same What did you hear Sylvia Wright say about the defendant 
Mariah Wright - 
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Answer | heard her say that Mariah was to serve her eighteen years and then 
she was to be free 


Question by same How long did she serve by Sylvia Wright 
Answer About fifteen years 
Question by Did you ever know her to return 
Answer she never returned that | ever heard of 
And further this deponent saith not 
his 
James + Turner 


mark 


The deposition of Lavina Baker taken at the same time and place to be read in 
the same suit witness being first sworn deposeth and saith 


Question by plaintiff William Wright Please state how long you have been 
acquainted with Sylva Wright and her family were you acquainted with all her 
children if so name them and what was the colour of each of them 


Answer | have been acquainted with Sylvia Wright and her family for thirty one 
years next July | knew all of her children she had a son named Robin three 
daughters Eliza Mary & Betsy all of whom were mulattoes 


Question by same Did you ever Sylvia Wright say that she had a son named 
James - Answer | never did 


Question by same Were you not at Sylvia Wrights when her son Robin died and 
some time afterwards and if so state what happened between Sylvia Wright and 
Jim Wright 

Answer | was at Sylvia Wrights the day after Robin died at his burial and about 
one month afterwards when there Jim Wright came and Sylvia ordered him to go 
away and he left there about 10 Oclock at night 


Question by the same Did you or not hear Sylvia Wright say how many children 
she had living after Mrs Turner her daughter died 


Answer | heard her say she had only one living child and her name was Betsy 
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Question by same Please state what you have heard Sylvia Wright say in 
relation to her property when she died 


Answer | heard her say she intended giving it to Betsy and her daughter Laetitia 


Question by same Did you ever hear Sylvia Wright say her daughter Betsy had 
to bring a suit for her maintainance 


Answer | did and she said she would have suffered very much if it had not been 
for Betsy 


And further this deponent saith not 


her 
Lavina + Baker 
mark 


The foregoing depositions were taken subscibed and sworn to before me at the 
time and place mentioned in the caption 


Jno. D. Alexander Comr" 


On September 28, 1843, at Campbell County, Virginia, Chancery Court Order 
Book _/_ the court ordered an attachment against Timothy Fletcher for contempt for 
failure to appear before the court: 

"September 28th 1843 


Betsy Wright and William Wright Plffs 
against 
Sylvia Wright's admr and others Defts 


On the motion of the defendants by Counsel and for reasons now appearing the 
Court doth order that an Attachment be sued forth against the defendant 
Timothy Fletcher for his contempt in failing to appear before the Commissioner 
John D Alexander at his office with his papers and accounts so as to enable the 
said Commissioner to perform the order made in this cause on the __ day of 
_____ as notified for that purpose unless the said defendant Fletcher on or before 
the first day of the next term of this court after he shall have been served with a 
copy of this order show cause to the contrary" 


On October 7, 1845, the commissioner in File 1886 rendered his report and 
found for the petitioners and that Sylvia Wright had seven children and was survived by 
her son James, by Mariah Wright, the only child of Anna Wright, by Thomas Wright, the 
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only child of Robin Wright, by her daughter Betsey Wright, by Emeline Turner, the only 
child of Eliza Wright, and that Prudence Wright, if alive, was a slave, and that Betsey 
Wright and Thomas Wright had assigned their interests in the estate to Betsey's 
daughter Latitia Wright, that Latitia had died and her heirs were Betsey Wright and 
Betsey's son William Wright: 


"Wright ) 
VS. ) Com. Report 
Wright's Adm: ) 


It appears, by the foregoing statement of Mr. Alexander late commissioner in 
Chancery, that whilst in office, pursuant to the decretal order in this cause 
refering the same to a commissioner, he issued notices to the parties concerned, 
that the parties and their witnesses were fully heard before him, and the cause 
matured for drafting his report; which however, he did not perfect whilst in office. 
Such being the state of the cause, and the same being placed in the hands of 
the underigned, to carry into effect said order, the undersigned has not deemed 
it necessary to put the parties to the expence & trouble of begining de novo; he 
therefore proceeds to make up a report from the materials already furnished. 


As to who are the rightfull heirs of Sylvia Wright, and entitled to her estate; the 
only difficulty grows out of the question whether Sylvia was the mother of four 
children only; as contended by the Plaintiffs; or whether she was the mother of 
seven children; as is contended by the Petitioning Claimants. Your 
commissioner thinks that the evidence clearly establishes the claim of the 
Petitioners, and proves that Sylvia Wright had seven children, to wit: Prudence, 
James, Anna, Robin, Betsy, Mary and Eliza, the three first of whom were of a 
black complection; the four last mentioned were of a light complection, born 
whilst she and her master Thomas Wright, cohabitated as man & wife, and 
recognized by him as his children. 


Your commissioner further reports that Thomas Wright emancipated all the 
children of Sylvia except Prudence, who had been sold some time before his 
death. 


He further reports that Sylvia Wright died in the year 18_ leaving as her rightfull 
heirs and distributees the following children & grandchildren; to wit; two children, 
James and Betsy; three grandchildren, to wit: Maria Wright the only decendant of 
Ann Wright, Thomas Wright the only decendant of Robin Wright, and Emeline 
Turner, the only decendant of Eliza Wright; that Mary Wright had died without 
issue before her mother; that Prudence, if living, was a slave at the time her 
mother died. 
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He further reports, that Betsy Wright & Thomas Wright, two of the above 
mentioned five heirs of Sylvia Wright, by several deeds, conveyed their interests 
in the estate of Sylvia to one Latitia Wright, who was the daughter of the said 
Betsy, and who died leaving the said Betsy and his brother William Wright her 
heirs & distributees; who thereby become entitled each to a fifth part of the 
estate of Sylvia Wright. 


It follows from the above statements, that James Wright, Betsy Wright, William 
Wright, Maria Wright and Emeline Turner are entitled each to one fifth part in the 
estate of Sylvia Wright. 


The following is a table of the decendants of Sylvia Wright 
Sylvie Wright 


Prudence (a slave if living) 
James 
Ann (Dead) 
Maria 
Eliza (Dead) 
Emmeline Turner 
Betsey (Mother of Latitia) 
Letitia (Dead) 
William (Brother of Latitia) 
Robin (Dead) 
Thomas 
Mary (Dead at time of mother's death without issue) 


The undersigned further reports, that it appears from the Pleadings & proofs in 
this cause, that the neat proceeds of the slaves sold under an order in this cause 
amounted to the sum of $1157.22, that A. L. Wyllie com, as directed by said 
order, paid over to Betsy & William Wright two thirds of sum; that is, to each the 
sum of $385.74 cents: The other third, he retained as committee for Emeline 
Turner, as directed by said order. Of the amount paid Betsy & William Wright, 
the sum of $192.46 was placed by them in the hands of Timothy Fletcher, their 
security in a refunding bond, as an indemnity; they retaining the sum of $579,02. 
Below is a statement or Schedule showing the amounts respectively in the hands 
of the above mentioned persons, with interest thereon to the 9th of Sept 1845 in 
a separate colum 


Price Interest 


1st Amount retained by A.L. Wyllie com: $385.74 
Interest to 9th Sept 1845 $152.36% 


0099A(082105) 150. 


2d Amount in the hands of Fletcher 


Interest to 9th Sept 1845 


3d Amount in the hands of Betsy & 
William Wright 


Interest to 9th Sept 1845 


$192.46 


$579.02 





$1157.22 


$ 76.01% 


$228./1% 
$457.09% 


Thus it appears that there is in the hand of the above mentioned persons, of 
principal, the sum of $1157.22 and of interest, the sum of $457.09 1/2: To be 
divided among the the distributees of Sylvia Wright, These sums being divided 
by 5, this number of distributees, ascertains the share of each distributee to be 


as follows: 


Betsy Wright 
William Wright 
Emaline Turner 
Jas Wright 
Maria Wright 


Principal 


$231.44 
$231.44 
$231.44 
$231.44 
$231.44 


$462.88 


115/722 


Interest 


Betsy & Wm. Wright in a/c with estate of Sylvia Wright - Drs 


1845 Sept 9 


To amount in their hands as 


shown by schedule on 3 pages 


Cr by Two distributive 
shares Ballance due estate 


from them 


Emeline Turner in a/c with Estate of Sylvia Wright Dr 


1845 Sept 9 


To amount in hands of A. L. Wyllie her 


committee, as shown on 3d page 


Cr By Distribution shown 
Ballance due Estate 
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Principal 


$579.02 





Principal 


$385.74 


231.44 
154.30 





182.82 


457.09% 


Interest 


$228.71% 


182.82 
45.89% 


Interest 


$152.36% 


91.41 
60.95% 


1845 Sept 9 Principal Interest 


In the hands of Fletcher as 


shown by schedule on $192.46 $76.01% 

3 page due from 

Betsy & Wm Wright 116.14 45.89% 

due from Emeline Turner 154.30 $462.90 60.95% $182.86% 
1845 Sept 9 

James Wrights 

Distributive Share $231.44 $91.41 

Maria Wrights 

distributive Share 231.44 $462.88 91.41 $182.82 


lt appears by an a/c filed by A. L. Wyllie administrator of Syivia Wright, that there 
was in his hands, on the 15th of Feb. 1839 the sum of $214.24 cents, belonging 
to the estate of his intestate. The bill does not ask for a distribution of this fund; 
nor does the order directing an account, call for any report respecting it and the 
means of ascertaining the state of accounts between said administrator and his 
intestate, are not furnished by the evidence in this cause. It___ be no claims to 
be discharged with said fund, the undersigned does not see that any calculations 
or statements are necessary, in order that a distribution of the same may be 
decreed. All of which is respectfully 


James Irvine Com 


The undersigned was engaged at least eight hours in making out the above 
report, which at 15 cents per hour is $6.00. 


James Irvine Com: 
Filed Octo 7th 1845" 
On May 12, 1846, the court in File 1886 found that William Wright had died: 
"Virginia: 


At a Circuit Superior Court of Law and Chancery continued and held for the 
County of Campbell at the Courthouse on the 23d day of September 1841(7). 


Betsy Wright and William Wright Piffs 
against 

Allan L. Wyllie admr of Sylvia Wright decd. and as committee Emeline Turner a 
person of unsound mind James Wright Maria Wright and Timothy Fletcher Defts 
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In Chancery. 


And afterwards, on the 12th May 1846 The Plaintiff William Wright having 
departed this life by consent of parties it is ordered that this cause be proceeded 
in hereafter as to said Plaintiff in the name of Henry Dunnington Sergeant of the 
Corporation of Lynchburg and as such admr of the said William Wright decd. 


Copies Teste 
Jno. D. Alexander" 
In May 1846 at Campbell County, Virginia, Chancery Court Order Book 1831- 
1850/326 the court noted the death of the plaintiff William Wright: | 
"May Term 1846 


Betsy Wright and William Wright Pls. 
agt. 
Sylvia Wright and others Dfs. 


The Plaintiff William Wright having departed this life by consent of parties it is 

ordered that this cause be proceeded in hereafter as to said plaintiff in the name 

of Henry Dunnington Sergeant of the Corporation of Lynchburg and as such 

admr of the said William Wright deceased." 

In August 1847 John C. Noell was appointed administrator for the estate of 
James Wright, indicating his death before that time in Bedford County: 

"Bedford August Court 1847 

On the motion of John C. Noell who made oath and together with John P. 

Septoe his Security entered into and acknowledged bond in the penalty of five 

hundred dollars Conditioned according to law Certificate is granted him for 


obtaining letters of administration on the estate of James Wright deceased in 
due form 


A Copy Teste 
Alben A. Arthur Clk" 


On May 12, 1848, at Campbell County, Virginia, Chancery Court Order Book 
1831-1850/361 the court removed the case of Betsy Wright v. Allen L. Wyllie to the 
Circuit Superior Court of Law and Chancery at Lynchburg: 
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"May Term 1848 


Betsy Wright and William Wright ) Pits. 
Against ) 

Allen L. Wyllie Admor of Sylvia Wright deceased ) 

and Committee for Emeline Turner and James Wright, ) 
Maria Wright and Timothy Fletcher ) Defts 


This day came the parties by their attornies and by Consent this cause is 
removed to the Circuit Superior Court of Law & Chancery for the town of 
Lynchburg." 


And in May 1852 John C. Noell was appointed administrator of the estate of 
Mariah Wright, indicating her death before that time: 
"Bedford May Court 1852 


On the motion of John C. Noell who made oath and together with John F. Sale 
his security entered into and acknowledged bond in the penalty of four hundred 
dollars Conditioned according to law Certificate is granted him for obtaining 
letters of administration on the estate of Maria Wright deceased in due form 


A Copy Teste 
Albon A. Arthur Clk" 


On November 27, 1852, the court in File 1886 adopted the commissioner's 
report of October 7, 1845, as its order: 


"At a Circuit Court for the Corporation of Lynchburg Continued and held at the 
court house thereof on Saturday the 27th day of November 1852 


Betsy Wright and Henry Dannington sergeant of the Corporation of Lynchburg 

and as such adnrr. of William Wright decd. Plaintiffs 

Against 

Allen L. Wyllie admr. of Sylvia Wright decd and as Committee of Emeline Turner 

a person of unsound mind James Wright Maria Wright and Timothy Fletcher 
Defendants 


In Chancery. 


The defendants James Wright and Maria Wright having departed this life, the 
fact is ordered to be suggested of record, and it appearing to the court from 
certificates of the Clerk of the county court of Bedford County filed amongst the 
papers in this cause that administration on the estate of said decedents has 
been duly committed to Jno. C. Noell with the assent of the said admr. by 


0099A(082105) 154. 


Counsels the Court doth order that this suit stand revived and be hereafter be 
proceeded in, in the name of the said Jno. C. Noel as administrator of the said 
James Wright decd. and also in the name of the said John C. Noell as admr. of 
the said Maria Wright deceased, and thereupon by consent of the said Jno. C 
Noell as administrator as aforesaid by counsel this cause came on this day to be 
further heard on the papers formerly read, and the report of Comnrr. Irvine made 
in pursuance of the decretal order of the 23rd day of September 1841 and the 
exhibits and examinations of Witnesses filed, since the former hearing, and was 
argued by counsel on consideration whereof the court approving said report to 
which there is no exception, doth confirm the same and approving also the 
statement marked A A based on said report, and filed amongst the papers in this 
cause doth adjudge, order, and decree, that the defendant Timothy Fletcher to 
pay to the defendant John C. Noell administrator of James Wright decd. the sum 
of ninety six dollars and twenty three cents with legal interest thereon from the 
9th day of February 1839 until paid, and that the said Timothy Fletcher do also 
pay to defendant John C. Noell admr. of Maria Wright decd. the sum of ninety six 
dollars and twenty three cents with like interest thereon from the 9th day of 
February 1839 untill paid, and the court doth further adjudge, order, and decree 
that the defendant Allen L. Wyllie Committee of Emeline Turner, do out of the 
estate of the said Emeline Turner in his hands pay to the said John C. Noell as 
admr. of James Wright decd. the sum of seventy seven dollars and fifteen cents 
with legal interest thereon from the 9th day of February 1839 untill paid, and to 
the same Jno C Noell as admr. of Maria Wright decd. the sum of seventy seven 
dollars and fifteen cents with like interest thereon from the 9th day of February 
1839 untill paid, and the Court doth further adjudge, order, and decree that the 
plaintiff Betsy Wright do pay to the said John C. Noell as admr. of James Wright 
decd. the sum of twenty nine dollars and three cents with like interest thereon 
from the 9th day of February 1839 untill paid and to the same John C. Noell as 
admr. of Maria Wright decd. the sum of twenty nine dollars and three cents, with . 
like interest thereon from the 9th day of February 1839 untill paid, and that the 
plaintiff Henry Dunnington admr. of William Wright decd. do out of the assets of 
his intestate in his hands to be administered pay to the said John C. Noell as 
admr. of James Wright decd. the sum of twenty nine dollars and three cents with 
like interest thereon from the 9th day of February 1839 untill paid, and to the 
same Jno C. Noell as admr. of James Wright decd. the sum of twenty nine 
dollars and three cents with like interest thereon from the 9th day of February 
1839 untill paid, and the court doth further adjudge, order, and decree that one 
of its commissioners of the court do take an account of the administration upon 
the estate of Sylvia Wright deceased by Allen L. Wyllie, also an account of his 
transactions as Committee of Emeline Turner and also an account of any further 
fund besides that hereinbefore distributed which may be in the hands of the 
defendant Timothy Fletcher, due or belonging to Betsy Wright and William 
Wright, or either of them and the said Commissioner ts directed to examine, 
state and settle the same, and make report thereof to the court with any matters 
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specially stated, deemed pertinent by himself or required by the parties to be so 
stated. 


A Copy, Teste: 
J. W. Dunnington C. 


Commissioners Office 3d Feby 1853 


The parties interested in the above order are hereby notified that | shall on 
Saturday the ___ day of March 1853 proceed to execute the same at which time 
Allen L. Wyllie & T. Fletcher are required to produce the account and vouchers 
therefor, in said order specified. - 


Tho. |. Kirkpatrick Commr." 


On February 2, 1853, Betsey Wright filed her petition in File 1886 for an 
accounting for the estates of James Wright, Mariah Wright, and Emeline Turner and for 
payment of the estates to her as their heir at law and as the sole survivor of Sylvia 
Wright's family: 


"To the Hon: Wm. Leigh, Judge of the Circuit Court for the Corporation of 
Lynchburg 


Your oratrix Betsey Wright, humbly Complaining, respectfully represents, that 
there is pending in this court, a suit under the style of Wright vs Wright and 

_ others - brought by your oratrix and Wm. Wright [now dead] against Allen L. 
Wyllie admr. of Sylvia Wright and others - having for its object a division of the 
estate of the said Sylvia amongst her children and legal representatives - In this 
suit an amended bill was filed, pursuant to a rule made on the Plaintiffs, by 
James Wright and Maria Wright [who claimed to be equally interested in the said 
Sylvia estate, with your oratrix] making them parties Defendant - and then they 
filed their answers asserting their rights - In this state of things, an order of 
account was made, & the Comr. of the Court directed to report who are the 
rightful heirs of Sylvia Wright &c - His report was made & returned the 7th of 
October 1845, in which he reports the following persons, as the rightful heirs of 
Sylvia Wright - To wit: James Wright -Your oratrix Betsey Wright - William 
Wright - Maria Wright - and Emeline Turner - each being entitled to one fifth of 
said estate. Your oratrix protests that in truth, neither James Wright nor Maria 
Wright were so entitled - but they proved themselves to be, and your Honor has 
so decided at the last term of this Court & to this decision, your oratrix must [as is 
duty bound submit. - Your Honor at the same time decreed that A. L. Wyllie, 
Committee of Emeline Turner, should pay to John C. Noel admr. of James 
Wright $77.15 with int: from 9th Feb: 1839 - & to said Noel admr. of Maria Wright 
$77.15 with int. from 9 Feb: 1839 - That T. Fletcher should pay to said Noel as 
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admr. of Jas: Wright $96.23 with int: from 9th Feb: 1839 and to said Noel as 
admr. of Maria Wright $96.23 with int: from 9th Feb: 1839 and that your oratrix 
Betsey Wright should pay to said Noel admr. of James & Maria each, the sum of 
$29.03 with int: from 9 Feb: 1839 - and that Henry Dunnington admr. of 

Wm Wright should pay to him, as admr. of the two, each the like sum of $29.03 
with int: from the 9 Feb: 1839 till paid - That [beside the decree agt your oratrix & 
Wm Wright's admr] the sum of $346.76 with int: from 9 Feb: 1839, amounting to 
$290.08 and making the aggregate of $636.84 will pass into the hands of said 
John C. Noel as admr. of James & Maria Wright - a copy of this decree is here 
referred to - your oratrix is advised that neither the said James Wright nor Maria 
Wright owed any debts [or if any, to a very small amount] at the time of their 
death. James Wright, at the time of his death, was in possession of a tract of 
land in Bedford [to which your oratrix now supposes she is entitled] of which the 
said John C. Noel took & has held possession ever since his death to wit the 
year the rents of which land, received by the said Noel were [as your oratrix is 
informed, more than enough to pay all the just debts, he owed. And your orator 
claims of the said Noel, to account for the same. 


Your oratrix charges, that she is entitled, as heir & next of kin, to the estate of the 
said James Wright and Maria Wright in the hands or to come into the hands of 
the said John C. Noel as admr. and she prays to have the same decreed to her - 
She is also entitled to the estate of Emeline Turner, in the hands of Allen L. 
Wyllie her committee, now amounting to $___ - being also her heir and next of 
kin - and she prays to have that decreed to her, as also whatever of Sylvia 
Wright's estate may remain in the hands of the said Allen L. Wyllie her admr. or 
be in the hands of the Deft: Fletcher. 


She charges that when the said Fletcher became her surety and the surety of 
her late son, Wm. Wright, in the two refunding bonds, given to A. L. Wyllie on the 
9th of Feb: 1839 - the said Fletcher, as the means of protecting himself received 
the whole of the two sums of money, on that day paid over, under the decree of 
Campbell Court, by Wyllie as Comr. - to wit: $385.74 for your oratrix and $385.74 
for said William Wright- and the said Fletcher also, on the 15" Feby 1839 
received in the same manner to hold as indemnity for becoming their surety 
again in 2 refunding bonds executed that day] the two further sums of $214.25 
for Betsey Wright and $214.25 for Wm Wright - paid to him by Allen L. Wyllie as 
admr. of Silvia Wright to be held for the said Betsey & William Wright severally - 
and except for such sums, as he has since paid out, he is now chargeable with 
the whole with interest. She does not admit that $192.46 - conceded by said 
Fletcher to have been left in his hands is the true sum - and she calls on him to 
answer and set forth in detail what disposition he has made of the land several 
sums of money received by him as aforesaid - & she prays a decree against him 
for the balance in his hands when ascertained - 
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In order to show that your oratrix is now entitled to the estates, of James & Maria 
Wright & Emeline Turner deceased as above claimed - and indeed to whatever 
of estate may remain of Sylvia Wright - or at any time since her death, may have 
been claimable by any child or descendant of hers -your oratrix states and 
charges as follows - 


Sylvia Wright, your oratrix' mother [who was at one time a slave - but afterwards 
emancipated by your oratrix Father -who was also the father of some but not all 
of her children - she had some before he knew her] was the mother according to 
the proofs and decision in this case of seven children -To wit: 1 Prudence born a 
slave and never emancipated - 2 James Wright, who lived in Bedford and 
recently died, unmarried and without child or children - 3 Ann Wright, who died 
many years ago, leaving Maria Wright, her only heir - This Maria resided also in 
Bedford & recently died - unmarried and without child or children - [J. C. Noel is 
the admr. of said James & Maria] - 4 Eliza Wright, who died many years ago, 
leaving Emeline Turner, her only heir - This Emeline was a person of unsound 
mind - who died some years ago, without child or children - [A. L. Wyllie is her 
committee & has her estate] - 5 Betsey Wright your oratrix who by Deed of the 
___ day of conveyed all her interest in Sylvia Wright's estate, to her 
daughter Letitia Wright - 6 Robin Wright - who willed his interest in said estate to 
his son Thomas P. Wright and Thomas P. on the day of & before his 
death conveyed it, to the said Letitia Wright - After these conveyances the said 
Letitia Wright, died unmarried & without child or children, leaving her mother 
[your oratrix] and her Brother William Wright her heirs at law - and afterwards the 
said William Wright died, unmarried, & without child or children, leaving your 
oratrix, his mother, his sole heir - 7 Mary Wright born a slave and died before her 
mother. It thus appears that every child of Sylvia Wright except your oratrix, and 
every descendant of all her other children [who could take under her] are all 
dead, intestate, unmarried & without child or children - and your oratrix is the 
sole survivor of the whole family, and sole heir of all the rest - And as such heir, 
she prays the court, now and that speedily [for she is a tenant of the Poor house 
and with her just rights involved in this case, could be made comfortable, if not 
happy, the remnant of her days] to ascertain what are and were the interests of 
these various deceased parties in the said Sylvia Wright's estate, and to decree 
to her, what remains of the whole- 


And to this end she prays that she may have leave to file this as an amended 
Bill, in the case of Wright vs Wright - making all the papers & exhibits in that 
case [so far as proper] parts of the same - 


Being without adequate remedy at law &c your oratrix prays that the said Allen L. 
Wyllie admr. of Sylvia Wright deceased and Committee of Emeline Turner also 
deceased - John C. Noel admr. of Jas. Wright decd. & also admr. of Maria 
Wright deceased - & Henry Dunnington admr. of William Wright deceased, and 
the said Timothy Fletcher may be made parties Defendant to this amended bill 
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and each on oath compelled to answer the same fully Let the said Wyllie set 
forth fully what of estate came to his hands as adm. of Sylvia Wright - & what 
estate came to his hands as Committee of Emeline Turner, & what disposition he 
has made of each - & Let the said Fletcher set forth, wnat sum or sums of money 
of Betsey or Wm Wright, or ether party he received, when & what he has done 
with the amount - & may it please the court to have all proper accounts taken - 
and full and complete justice done to your oratrix inthe premises___———s &C 


And as in duty bound &c. 
Filed Feb 2d 1853" 


On February 11, 1853, Allen L. Wyllie gave his deposition in File 1886 and 
stated that Emeline Turner died on December 23, 1846, and that Thomas P. Wright 
had died several years before: 


"The deposition of Allen L. Wyllie taken at the office of Commr. Kirkpatrick on the 
11th day of February 1853, pursuant to notice to be read as evidence on the trial 
of the said "Wright &c v. Wright &c" - now pending in the circuit court of the 
Corporation of Lynchburg - 


1. Question by Counsel for Betsy Wright 


Among the papers in this cause are your refunding bonds two executed by 
William Wright and Timothy Fletcher, his security - the first dated the 9th of 
Feby. 1839 in the penalty of $771.48 - the second dated the 15th Feby 1839 in 
the penalty of $428.25 - Will you state to whom you paid the sums of money 
respectively specified in said bonds. That is to say $385.74 specified in the first 
$214.25 specified in the second - Did you pay said sums of money to 

Wm. Wright or did you pay them to Timothy Fletcher to be held for Wm. Wright's 
benefit? 


Answer 


Mr. Fletcher was present at the time the bonds were executed and received all 
the money specified in each, with the exception of between $70 & $100 - The 
amount of some claims held by me against William Wright or Betsy Wright or 
both of them, which was deducted from the amounts paid to Mr. Fletcher for 
William & Betsy Wright at that time. 


2d Question by same: 
There are two other bonds among the papers in this cause executed by Betsy 


Wright & Timothy Fletcher as her security bearing the corresponding dates with 
those of Wm. Wright & in the same penalties. Will you state to whom you paid 
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the sums of money respectively specified in these bonds - Did you pay the same 
to Betsy Wright or to Timothy Fletcher to be held by him for her benefit? 


~ Answer 


Mr. Fletcher was present & signed the bonds mentioned in this question also as 
security and received the whole amount specified in each bond. | mean that 
Mr. Fletcher received the amount of all the four bonds with the exception of the 
$70 or $100 before mentioned 


3d Question by same - 

It appears by their petition that James and Maria Wright made themselves 
parties to this suit (claiming to participate in Sylvia Wright's estate) in September 
1839 - State whether or not about that time & in consequence of that proceeding 
you cautioned Mr. Fletcher to hold the said money in his hands to await the 
decision of the said case? 

Answer 

So soon as | heard of those parties claiming that money, | informed Mr. Fletcher 
of the fact and advised him that he had better hold on to the money in his hands 
& save himself as best he could - as | intended to hold on to the money in my 
hands & | think that | was informed by Jno. C. Noel of the claim of James Wright 
& Maria Wright before any formal notice of their petition & as soon as | saw 

Mr. Fletcher | gave him the advice before mentioned. 

4th Question by same: 


Did Mr. Fletcher ever pay you as Committee of Emmeline Turner, a legacy of 
$50 and its interest that was left to her by Turner Battley? 


Answer 


He has never paid it though he has promised to do so. - Exception waived by 
direction of Mr Fletcher 


5th Question by Same: 
When did Emmeline Turner die? 


Answer: 


| think she died on the 23d Decr. 1846. 


0099A(082105) 160. 


6th Question by Same 

When did William & Tho. P. Wright die? 

Answer: 

They have been both dead several years | do not know exactly how long. - 


At my request as the counsel of T. Fletcher the further taking of this Depo. is 
adjourned until Tuesday the 22d Inst. and | agree that should the witness die or 
fail at that or some other proper time to which it may be adjourned to complete 
the takings of the Depo his statement thus far, shall be read as if done & sworn 
to now. 


N S Campbell 
Feby 11" 1853 


Examination of A. L. Wyllie resumed on this the 25th of Feby 1853 by consent of 
parties. 


1st Question by Counsel for Mr. Fletcher - You have said in answer to plffs third 
question that so soon as you had any intimation of the claim of James & Maria 
Wright to participate in the division of Sylvia Wright estate you communicated the 
same to Mr. Fletcher & cautioned him to hold on to the money in his hands - 
Please state what Mr. Fletcher replied to you when you made the communication 
& your caution aforesaid? 


[the PIff object to Mr. Fletchers statements as evidence against them] 


Answer Mr. Fletcher said he was afraid he had paid so much to the Wrights that 
there would not be enough in his hand to meet James & Maria Wrights claims 


2d Question by Same. Where did Betsy Wright live during & for some time prior 
to the year 1839? 


Answer | think she lived in one of Mr. Bransfords houses on the street leading 
from the Franklin Hottell to 1st street 


3d Question by same. Had she any other estate, or claim to any other estate in 
1839, so far as you know, except that to which he was entitled as one of the 
heirs at law & distributees of Sylvia Wright decd. 


Answer. | know of no other estate or claims. 
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Quest: By the Plffs - Mr. Fletcher has called for his statements- and an objection 
is taken as above to their competency- will you say what Betsey Wright has told 
you about the money in Fletchers hands? 


[The Deft: Objects to any statement of B. Wright not made in Fletchers presence 
as evidence against him] 


Answer. Betsy Wright frequently has told me, that Mr. Fletcher held all the 
money he had received, and would not pay it to her - Mr. Fletcher was not 
present when she said this- and B. Wright was not present when Mr. F said, 
what is stated above by me - 


By same - You have said that you declined to pay anything to the parties after 
James & Maria Wright presented their claim - did you advise with John Wills 
about paying a portion to them & if you did, did he advise you to pay or not to 
pay & did you act upon his advice? 


Answer - | advised with John Wills about paying $ to Betsy Wright who wrote to 
me & complained of her necessities several years ago, & whilst the suit was 
pending - and he said he advised me not to pay her anything or pay any money 
out while the suit was pending - and acting on this advise | did not pay anything - 
This was after the death of Emeline Turner who died in Decr 1846 - 


And further saith not this deponent 
A. L. Wyllie 


The above deposition was subscribed and sworn to before me this 25th Feby. 
1853 - 


Tho. J. Kirkpatrick. Comr." 


On April 19, 1853, Alphonse Fletcher gave his deposition in File 1886: 


"The depo. of Alphonse Fletcher taken by consent of parties at the office of 
Comnr. T. J. Kirkpatrick on Tuesday the 19th day of April 1853, to be used as 
evidence on behalf of T. Fletcher in the suit of Wright v. Wright & others. - 


1st Question by Counsel for T. Fletcher: 
State if you ever heard the PIff. Betsy Wright say that she had made a 
settlement for herself & her son Wm Wright, who is now deceased with Timothy 


Fletcher? if so, when & how often did you hear her speak of it, and what did she 
say about it? 
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Answer: - | have heard Betsey Wright on several occasions | think in the years 
1843 & 1844 say that she had had a settlement with my father Timothy Fletcher 
before Mr. Jno. Wills, for herself & Wm. Wright that she thought it very hard that 
she could not get the balance that was in his hands; that balance she said was 
some two hundred dollars or thereabouts. - 


2d Question by same. Did she say that the balance of $200 or thereabouts, 
which was found to be in the hands of your Father, upon the settlement above 
spoken of, was due to her alone, or did she say that that was the whole sum in 
his hands, after settling both with herself & Wm. Wright 


Answer: All that | know was that she said that the balance in my father's hands 
was upon a settlement for herself & Billy. - 


3d Question by same. Did Billy Wright ever board at your Father's house - if so, 
how long? 


Answer: Billy Wright boarded at my fathers some 8 or 10 years. - 


By counsel of B. Wright Was Wm Wright present when Betsy Wright told you 
what you have stated above. 


Answer - No he was not present - 


By same - Have you told all that Betsy Wright said to you on the occasion 
referred to by you? 


Answer - | think | have pretty much the substance of what she said - 


By same - Do you know of any authority that Betsy Wright had to act for 
Wm Wright? in this matter? 


Answer - No - no more than she was his mother & that he was a kind of reckless 
fellow, that did not pay attention much to any thing, but spending money & 
drinking whiskey. 


By same - do you know of your Fathers paying Wm Wright, any sum of money - 
if so say when & what sum’? 


Answer | have seen my father let him money in small sums $5 or $10 frequently 
& on one occasion my father lent him $20 or $40 to him at Richmond, as Bill told 
me 


By same - State the time, or times when Betsy Wright made you the statements 
first mentioned by you in answer to your fathers question? 
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Answer - It was the last of 1843 or in 1844 - When | met her she was 
complaining, as she had had the settlement with my father that she could not get 
the amount in my fathers hands - | mean the balance in his hands - 
By same - what is your age? 
| will be soon 30 years old ie on the 3rd day of May next - 
By same - Was not the said B. Wright always complaining in the conversations 
referred to by you, that your father was in her debt & she could not get the 
money? 
Answer - she complained about the balance that was in his hands 
By same - When did she say, she had a settlement before Mr. John Wills? 
Answer - | think it must have been a short time before she made the complaint 
before me - as she said, she had sometime before had it - The settlement she 
spoke of was before Mr. John Wills - 
By same - Did you say what kind of settlement she had made? 
Ans: | don't recollect that she said what kind of settlement it was - She said she 
made a settlement for herself & Billy - she did not say, that my father paid her 
any thing, at the time of the settlement - 
And further saith not: 

A. Fletcher 


The above depo. was taken subscribed & sworn to before me upon the day 
mentioned in the Caption. 


Tho. J. Kirkpatrick Commr. 
19th Apl. 1853 


The deposition of the said A. Fletcher re-opened this day 29th July 1853 by 
consent of parties and the counsel of B. Wright propounded the following 
questions by way of cross-examination. 


1. Question Say if you ever heard any conversation between B. Wright & your 
father at any time in relation to the amount due by him to her? 


Answer. | never have, that | remember. 
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2. Question. Please state exactly, if you can, at what time you heard B. Wright 
make the statements, detailed by you in answer to your father's first question. 
Can you designate any day or month or season of the year in which she made 
any of them? Say, also, if any person was present at any of them? And where 
any one of them was made? 


Answer. | can't designate any day or month or time but the statement that she 
had had a settlement before John Wills with my father was made over and often 
to me- and as to the balance | cant say whether it was 1. 2. or $300, but | think 
she said about $200 to the best of my recollection. On one or two occasions, the 
statements were made in the presence of Jeremiah Murphy (who is now dead) 
___ my myself at the Scale(?) House, near the Mason's Hall but | dont recollect 
any other occasion when they were made in the presence of any other person. 
These statements were made to me often when she would meet me on the 
street. In regard to the times when these statements were made | believe they 
were in the years 1843 and 1844 - both years. 


3. Question. Where did B. Wright reside in the years 1843 & 1844? 


Answer. | think she resided in the street, leading from Poe's Tanyard toward the 
river, called "Red Row". 


4. Question. Did you live in Lynchburg during the whole of the years '43 & 44? 
Answer. | lived here during the whole of those years. 

Question by counsel for T. Fletcher. Did you hear Father say, after his trip to the 
north in the summer of 1852 anything about his house having been broken open 


during his absence? if so, what did he say? 


The PIff. objects to the above question, because it is a leading question & farther 
because the Deft cannot legally from his own declarations by his own witness. 


Answer - Yes | did hear him speak of it often - He said he had lost valuable 
papers out of a trunk. | 


A. Fletcher 
The foregoing Deposition of Alphonse Fletcher was subscribed & sworn to 
before me a justice of the peace for the Corporation of Lynchburg - Given under 
my hand the 29" July 1853 


David P. Rees J.P." 
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On April 27, 1853, Timothy Fletcher filed his answer to the complaint of Betsey 
Wright in File 1886 and stated that Betsey had been a resident of the poor house for 
many years and that Betsey and William had been "idle, dissolute & extravagant" 
people: 


"The separate answer of Timothy Fletcher to an Amended Bill of Complaint 
exhibited by Betsy Wright in the Circuit Court of the City of Lynchburg against 
hemself & others. 


This Respondent says, he is advised that the said amended Bill of the 
Complainant contains no such matters of equity, as entitle her to implead him in 
this honorable Court, for which reason & for divers others apparent on the face 
of the said amended Bill he objects thereto and relies on this his objection in 
every respect as if he had more formally set forth the same by way of Demurrer. 


And without waiving the objection above taken, but relying & insisting on the 
same, this Respondent likewise reserving to himself the benefit of all other 
proper exception to the said Amended Bill, makes the following answer to the 
same, if thereto ruled by the Court; On the 9th day of February 1839, he entered 
his name as security on two refunding Bonds, executed by the Complainant & 
her son Wm. Wright (now deceased) respectively, each of whom, upon the 
execution of the bonds aforesaid was entitled to receive of Allen L. Wyllie as 
admr. of Sylvia Wright decd the sum of $375.82. On the 15th of February 1839 
he entered as security on two other refunding Bonds between the same parties 
respectively upon the execution of which the said Betsy & Wm Wright were 
entitled likewise to receive each the sum of $214.25. Upon the execution of the 
Bonds aforesaid (which are the same referred to by the Complainant) the whole 
of the respective sums owing both to her & the said Wm. were at their request 
received by this Respondent, except a debt due to or held by the said Allen L. 
Wyllie the amount of which is not now remembered, which was deducted by the 
said Wyllie - It is true that this Respondent in consenting to receive this money 
was looking in some measure to his own protection against loss by virtue of his 
suretyship aforesaid; but knowing that his liability on the said bonds was limited 
to such debts or demands as should thereafter appear against the estate of 
Sylvia Wright decd - and did not extend to claims which might be asserted to the 
estate itself, by virtue of inheritance from the said Decedent - and the said Sylvia 
being a free negro whose transactions in her life-time were in all probability 
neither very widespread nor extensive, this Respondent did not endeavour to 
control, as he had no right to prevent the said Complainant & Wm Wright from 
spending their money aforesaid in such manner as they pleased - They both had 
theretofore been, & afterward continued to be idle, dissolute & extravagant as far 
as they could obtain either credit or means to be so. Each of them owed money 
debts contracted previously to the reception of this money- payment of which 
their creditors became immediately clamorous - Themselves were making 
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continual applications for sums of various magnitude, sometimes for particular 
objects of expenditure & at others, without stating any special use for which it 
was needed. - It was the habit of this Respondent upon paying any sums either 
to the Complainant or to the said Wm either to take a receipt therefor or else to 
make some memorandum of the use place or other circumstance attending the 
payment, so that he would have no difficulty in making a settlement at any time 
when necessary. These vouchers & memoranda were carefully preserved by 
him until he recd. notice to render his account before one of the Commissioners 
of the late Circuit Superior Court of Law & Chancery for the County of Campbell 
of the amount held by him as aforesaid which remained in his hands at the 
period of filing the first amended Bill in this cause. After receiving this notice this 
Respondent informed the said Betsy & Wm. that he desired a settlement to them 
& in order that it should not only be just & fair, but also satisfactory to them, he, 
with their approbation & consent went to the Law office of the late John Wills 
Esq. who was the Counsel for both Wm. & Betsy in this very suit, and placing all 
his vouchers & memoranda before him with a request that he would ___—s & settle 
the a/cs for his said clients - The said John Wills did so & after striking the 
balances there was found to be in this Respondents hands the aggregate sum of 
$192.46. The said Wm Wright did not attend on the day of the said settlement, 
leaving the whole matter to the management & supervision of his said counsel & 
the Complainant his mother - The Complainant was then acting both for herself 
& Wm. and when the a/c was stated & the balance struck, she signed the same 
both for herself & her son. - On the very day of & immediately after the said 
settlement, and to dispense with the necessity of the Respondent's personal 
attendances before the Commissioners the said John Wills or his Son & Partner 
C. T. Wills drew up in his own handwriting the form of an affidavit embodying the 
result aforesaid, which this Respondent on the same day qualified to before a 
certain Michael Hurt who was then a Justice of the Peace for the Corporation of 
Lynchburg. This affidavit was sent to the Commissioner at Campbell Court 
House by whom it was placed among the papers in this cause, where it has ever 
since remained, without question to the accuracy of the fact, it embodied, so far 
as this Respondent knew or believed - The said Commissioner made his report 
in conformity with the said Statement - It lay for years without exception & has 
been confirmed by the court pursuant to whose decree the said balance has 
been paid out. During the summer of the year 1852, while this Respondent was 
absent at the north, his dwelling house was entered and a small trunk containing 
the said statement approved & signed by the sd Complainant as aforesaid, 
together with most of the vouchers & memoranda on which the same was based 
& other papers of this Respondent, was taken from the said house or destroyed - 
At any rate this Respondent has not been able to recover the same or its 
contents - He has found however a few of his said Vouchers which were not in 
said trunk, and these he will file as part of this answer - The circumstances 
above recited will show it to be impossible for him to render that particular 
account which is asked for by the Complainant. Even after the statement & 
vouchers aforesaid had been lost as above detailed, this Respondent attached 
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but little importance to the loss - His affidavit, based upon the statement 
aforesaid had long been filed - the commissioner's report showing the same 
result, had been made out & remained for years without exception either by the 
Complainant, or any other party to the cause, & John Wills Esq the said Counsel 
for Complainant was then alive & competent to establish the facts. - As soon 
however as the said Wills has departed this life, & when the Complainant has 
beena____ of the poor-house of this City for years, she suddenly rises up & 
asserts a claim to interests original & derivative which makes her wholly 
independent of the World - This Respondent thinks that her story is so incredible 
in itself that no court could be found to believe it. - Although this Respondent 
dislikes any ordinary case to claim the benefit of any mere rule of law to exempt 
himself from responsibility, yet owing to Mr. Wills' death & the loss of his papers 
as aforesaid, he feels justified in relying for defense against the unrighteous 
demands of the Complainant upon the act of limitations, which he is advised will 
operate a complete bar against the recovery sought by her - He prays your 
Honor therefore to allow him the benefit of the said act in the same manner & to 
the same intent as if he had more formally pleaded the same. And having fully 
answered, denying all fraud &c he prays to be hence dismissed with his costs &c 


City of Lynchburg to wit; 


Fletcher came before me Sam'l B. Thurman a Justice of the Peace in & 
for the Corporation aforesaid and made oathe that the facts stated in the 
foregoing answer are true to the best of his knowledge & belief. - Given under 
my hand this 27th day of April in the year 1853 


Sam'l B. Thurman 
Filed June 17th 1853" 


On September 27, 1853, Samuel Pleasants, W. V. Millspaugh, and Adeline 
Dorsey gave their depositions in File 1886 and stated that Betsey Wright had been 
badly burned in 1841 or 1842 and confined to her house for four or five years 
afterwards and that William Wright died in about 1844 or 1845: 


"The depos. of Samuel Pleasants taken at the office of Comr. Kirkpatrick on the 
2/th Septr. 1853, pursuant to notice & adjournment on behalf of Betsey Wright in 
her suit v. Tim Fletcher & others 

1st Question by Plffs. Counsel: 


Please say if you are well acquainted with Betsey Wright & how long you have 
known her? 
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Answer: | have been acquainted with Betsey Wright ever since 1840 - and 
perhaps longer than that. 


2. By the same. Where did you abide in the year 1842. '3-'4 & '5? 


Answer: | lived at the corner of Red-row Street in less than 100 yds of Betsey 
Wrights residence. 


3 By the same. 


Do you remember when Betsey Wright was burnt and for what length of time 
afterward she was confined to her house? 


Answer. | think she was burnt in 1841 or 1842 & she was confined all through 
1843 & 1844. She was closely confined for 3 or 4 year and never went out of the 
house that | know of. She sent for me several times to do writing for her in 1843 
or 1844 and was always in bed when | went there. 


4. By the same. 

What was your employment during the time you lived near Betsy Wright? Were 
you or not a good deal on the street and had she been out would you not have 
seen her? 


Answer: | kept a grocery & if she had been out | certainly should have seen her 
sometimes, but never saw her out of the house during the time referred to. 


End. by counsel for T. Fletcher 
1st Question. How are you enabled to fix the dates at which Betsy Wright was 
burned. Why do you think it was in 1841 or "2 instead of any year immediately 


before or afterwards? 


Answer: It was in 1843 or 1844 that | wrote for her & | Know that it was some 
time before that she was burnt. 


By same. How are you enabled to say that you wrote for her in 1843 or 1844? 
Answer: It was in 1843 or '44 that | wrote some questions for her to take a 
deposition at Campbell Co. Ho. | can't say certainly that it was in one of those 
years but believe it was. | 

By same. Who was the witness & in what cause was the Deposition she 


proposed to take to her read as evidence? And give any reason you can for 
believing this writing to have been done by you in the years 1843 or 1844? 
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Answer: The first witness was Allen Wyllie, the second was Lavina Baker. | do 
not know whether the depos. were taken. She never told me in what case said 
depos. were to be read. | can give no reason for saying the writing was done in 
one of those years. 


By same. You have said that Betsy Wright was burned in 1841 or 1842 - give 
any reason which impresses either of those years on your mind as the period at — 
which this accident occurred? 


Answer: | think | went to live near her in 1839 and she was burnt the next year 
or the year after that. 


By same. Upon what part of her person was she burned? & how long was she 
confined by it? 


Answer: She was burned all around her arm & back & was closely confined two 
or three years afterwards. 


By same. Did she call in a Physician while she was so confined? if so, who was 
he? 


Answer: | do not Know whether she did nor not - but | think she called in 
Dr. Payne or Dr. Patterson. 


By same. Whose house did she occupy while you knew her before her burn, & 
afterwards till her recovery? , 


The house, | believe, belonged to Mr. Liggat. it was situated near Spring Ware 
House. 


By same. Did she occupy the House alone or was there another tenant? if so, 
who was it? 


Answer: There were several women living with her. | do not know who rented 
the premises. 


By same. What were her means for maintaining herself before & during the 
period she was confined by the burn? 


Answer: | do not know. Her son gave her some assistance, he purchased some 
articles from me for her. 


By same. To what amount did he purchase of you. Were the articles bought, 


paid for with his means, or those furnished by her? And did you see him deliver 
the articles bought of you to her? 
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Answer, | do not know whose money he used. | do not recollect the amt. he 
purchased, he got flour sugar & some other articles & started with them toward 
Betsey Wrights | do not know whether he carried them to her. he was not a man 
of family. 


By same. You spoke of having gone to Pliffs House several times while she was 
confined with the burn. Was her house decently furnished & she comfortably 
provided for? 

Answer: | did not think that the house was furnished at all. She laid upon a 
parcel of rags & | could not see how she could keep from freezing. | thought she 
lacked the necessaries of life. 

By same. Who waited upon her while she was confined to her bed? 

Answer: | do not know who waited on her there were several women about her. 
She has an old black woman who has been there ever since & belongs to her | 
suppose. 


By same. Before her burn & after her recovery from that affliction. Did she 
dress & live well or otherwise? 


Ans. Before she recovered from her burn | moved to the country. Before that 
event she dressed tolerably well. 


By same. Was not her character all the time you knew her that of a debased, 
disorderly & extravagant person? 


Ans. | do not know. | have seen her drinking some, | never knew her to be 
taken up by an officer. 


By same. Did you know her son Wm Wright. if so what was his character. Was 
he not an idle drinking & prodigal man? 


Answer: | knew Wm. Wright. | never knew him to labor much. he used to make 
his living by playing the violin. 


And further saith not. 
S. H. Pleasants 
Also depo of W. V. Millspaugh taken at same time & place 


1: Question by Plffs. Counsel. State how long you have known Betsey 
Wright where you resided in the years 1842-3- 4- &5. What were her habits 
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during the years immediately after she was burned. Did she leave her house a 
lot, or ever go upon the street? 


Answer: | have known Betsey Wright for about Eleven years. | came to 
Lynchburg about Xmess 1841- | resided in in sight of her house just across the 
street from it for three years. from that time | never saw her out while | lived 
there- that is off her lot. 

2 Question by same. What was your occupation during this time? Had she 
gone off her lot, would you not probably have seen her or otherwise know the 
fact? 


Answer: | kept a grocery. She might have gone out without my knowing it; but | 
would have been very apt to have known it. 


3. By the same. Did you know Wm. Wright, the son of Betsey? When & 
where did he die? 


Ans. | knew him. He died in my house. | think 8 or 9 years ago last March. | 
think it was 9 years ago. He was in my employment at the time. 


4. By the same. Does it come within your knowledge that Betsey Wright was 
unable to visit her son during his illness? 


Answer. She did not come until he was about dying and then she was led by two 
women- each supporting her by the arm. | am not at liberty to give her reasons 
for not coming without giving her statements which are objected to by Defts. 
Counsel. 


oF By the same. State what was her pecuniary condition during the time you 
refer to '42, '43 &'44. Was she comfortably fixed or otherwise? 


Answer: Her circumstances were bad. She was frequently without wood & must 
have suffered from cold. She was badly off for the other necessaries of life. 


And further saith not 

W. V. Millspaugh 
Also the depo. of Adeline Dorsey taken at same time and place in same cause: 
1st Question by plff's counsel. 


How long have you been acquainted with Betsey Wright? Do you remember 
about the time shen she was burned some years ago? Where did she live at 
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that time & where did you live? Also state your opportunities of knowing her 
habits of life’? After being burned was she closely confined to her house or lot, or 
did she go out frequently in the streets? 


Answer: | have been acquainted with her ever since | knew any one: | 
remember when she was burned: it was in 1840 as well as | remember. She 
lived at Baileys Stand near Spring ware house & | in Mr. Lambeth's property in 
Red Row Street. | frequently visited her, especially after she was burnt, she was 
an old friend of mine, | went to see her almost daily when she was sick. | 
frequently furnished her with eatibles, | left Lynchburg about three months after 
she was sick & staid away about 6 months. When | came back she was sick. | 
was going away & returning at intervals of several months for about five years. 
When | went away | left her sick & found her so when | returned. While | was 
here she was closely confined & such was the case for the period of which | 
have spoken- to wit of 4 or 5 years. | never saw her off her lot during the time. 


2. Question by same. What was her condition during the time you speak of- 
say from 1840 to 1845? Was she in easy or very straightened circumstances? 
About that period did you make a loan to her of any money? If so, how much, 
and has it been returned to you? and when? 

Answer: She was sick in great want of the necessaries of life. | loaned her $3 in 
1840, she paid me last March. And it comes within my knowledge that she sold 
various articles of furniture. 

X End. by counsel for T. Fletcher 

Upon what part of Betsey Wrights person was she burned? 


Answer, Upon the arm, side & shoulder. 


By same. Did she have a Physician to see her while she was suffering from the 
burn? if so who was he? 


Answer: | heard Dr. Payne spoken of; but | never met him there. 
& Further saith not 
Adeline Dorsey. 


The foregoing depos. of Pleasant, Millspaugh & Dorsey were taken & sworn to 
before me this 27th Septr. 1853 


Tho. J. Kirkpatrick Comr." 
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On November 11, 1853, John C. Noell filed his answer to Betsey Wright's 
complaint in File 1886 and denied that anything was due to her: 


"The separate answer of John C. Noell both as administrator of James Wright 
deceased, and as administrator of Maria Wright deceased, to the second 
amended bill of complaint exhibited against him, and others in the Circuit Court 
of the Corporation of Lynchburg by Betsey Wright. 


This defendant saving &c for answer says: That he admits that his intestate 
James Wright left no children, but for many years before his death he lived with, 
and recognized as his wife a woman named Charlotte Wright, who is still living in 
the County of Bedford. Whether they were ever lawfully married this defendant 
knows not. This defendant denies that his intestate Maria Wright left no children; 
and on the contrary avers, that she left five children, namely, Robert Wright, 
Edward Wright, Moorman Wright, Washington Wright, and Henry Wright all of 
whom are living in the County of Bedford. 


Further answering this defendant says, that on the 31st day of August 1839 the 
said James Wright, and Maria Wright by an instrument of writing of that date, 
and which is herewith exhibited as a part of this answer marked A., conveyed, 
and assigned to this defendant all their interests in the estate of Silvey Wright 
deceased. Altho' the said assignment purports on its face to be an absolute 
transfer to this defendant of all the interests of the said James Wright, and Maria 
Wright in the estate of the said Silvey Wright deceased, yet in point of fact the 
real agreement between the said James, and Maria, and this defendant was that 
this defendant should attend to the prosecution of their claims in the estate of the 
said Silvey Wright deceased, and for so doing should be entitled to retain as his 
own property one half of whatever might be recovered by the said James, and 
Maria on account of their interests in said estate, and should account for the 
other moiety thereof to the said James, and Maria respectively, and the said 
written assignment was then generally worded to give to this defendant the entire 
management, and control of said claims. In pursuance of the said agreement 
this defendant attended to the prosecution of said claims, and has overpaid to 
the said James, and Maria respectively the amounts to which they were entitled 
under the said agreement of the money which have been received by this 
defendant under the previous decrees in this cause. All which at a proper time 
this defendant will be prepared to shew. The said James Wright was indebted to 
this defendant at the time of the making of said agreement and he is informed he 
was indebted at the time of his death to other persons. 


It is true that the said James Wright died possessed of a small tract of land in the 
County of Bedford containing between fifty, and sixty acres, very poor, and 
almost destitute of timber, and with scarcely any buildings, or improvements 
upon it. The said James Wright had no regular title to said land. The legal title 
remained in Robin Wright decd. at the time of his death, and after his death 
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Thomas P. Wright conveyed it to one Wilson, but the said James Wright 
remained in possession of said land as long as he lived. Shortly after the same 
James's death his widow Charlotte rented it out for one year, and this defendant 
received two barrels of corn on account of the rent of that year, which is all the 
rent ever received by this defendant for said land. He has made various 
attempts to rent it out since, but has been unable to get a tenant for it, and it has 
remained wholly unoccupied. 


This defendant dos not admit that the plaintiff has any claim, or title to any share, 
or interest to which the said James Wright, or Maria Wright was entitled either in 
the estates of the said Silvey Wright, or Emmelin Turner, nor does he admit any 
of the statements of the bill made for the purpose of shewing that the plaintiff is 
so entitled, but requires proof thereof. And having thus fully answered this 
defendant prays that a decree may be entered in his behalf for the full shares of 
the estate of the said Silvey Wright, and Emmeline Turner to which his 
intestates, the said James Wright and Maria Wright, are entitled, and for his 
costs &c. 


John C. Noell 
City of Lynchburg to wit: 


The above named John C. Noell this day made oath before me a justice of the 
peace for the City aforesaid, that the statements made in the foregoing answer 
are true. | 


Given under my Hand this 11th day of Nov. 1853. 
J. N. Cobbs J.P." 


Included in File 1886 is a certificate dated March 16, 1808, affirming that 
Charlotte Wright had registered as a free negro on January 2, 1802, at Campbell 
County: 

"Campbell Clerks Office 16th March 1808 

| hereby certify that Charlotte (a black woman, aged about twenty eight years, 

five feet one inch high, emancipated by Samuel Mitchell then of Campbell 


County) hath registered herself in my Office on the 20th of January 1802 her 
description as above, except as to age being then twenty two years old. 


Teste 
Ro. Alexander C.C.C." 
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On October 31, 1854, Nicholas W. Owen gave his deposition in File 1886 and 
stated that Mariah Wright left five children, Bob, Ned, Moorman, Washington, and 
Henry: 


"The deposition of Nicholas W. Owen taken at his own house (by consent of 
parties) in the County of Bedford State of Virginia, to be read as evidence ina 
suit now depending in the Circuit Superior Court of Lynchburg, on the Chancery 
side of sd. Court, wherein Betsy Wright is plaintiff, & John C Noell administrator 
of James Wright & Maria Wright Decd. & Others are defendants. This deponant 
saith, that he has known Maria Wright for upwards of Thirty years, & that she 
died about four or five years ago, Leaving five children (viz) Bob, Ned, Moorman, 
Washington & Henry. & that Bob has since died leaving, no lawful heirs. The 
ballance are still living, or was a short time since (in the County of Bedford). and 
he further saith that, Bob, Moorman, & Washing. ware bound to him the said 
deponant, by the Overseers of the poor. & that Ned was bound to Henry J. 
Overstreet, & Henry, to Thos. L. Leftwich. This deponant further saith, that 
Henry, one of the foregoing children was born at his House. and that his mother 
was frequently thare, that she was a coloured Woman, and reputed to be the 
Niece of James Wrigh, and lived with James Wright for a number of years. 


Octr. 31st 1854 N. W. Owens 
Bedford County (set) 


| Jesse Jeter a Justice of the peace for the county aforesaid do certify that N. W. 
Owens was duly qualified by me and subscribed his name to the foregoing 
deposition Given under my hand this 31st day of October 1854 


Jesse Jeter J.P." 


On October 31, 1854, Lucy Tanner gave her deposition in File 1886 and also 
stated that Mariah Wright left five children: 
"Bedford Co Va 


The deposition of Lucy Tanner a free woman of Colour taken without notice to be 
read by consent as evidence in a suit now depending in the circuit Superior 
Court of Lynchburg on its Chancery side wherein Betsy Wright is plaintiff & 

Jno. C. Noell administrator of James Wright decd. and also of Mariah Wright 
decd and others are defendants. after being duly sworn according to the act of 
assembly in that case made and provided for deposeth and sayeth. 


Question by Jno. C. Noell How long have you been acquainted with Mariah 
Wright a free woman of colour who lived & died in Bedford County Va? 
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Answer | have been intimately acquainted with her for thirty five or forty years up 
to her death which took place about four or five years since 


Question by same Say whether Mariah Wright was a niece of James Wright and 
grand daughter of Silvy Wright 


Answer. She was always called the niece of James Wright of Bedford and he 
(James Wright) was always called the son of Silvy Wright who lived and died in 
Campbell Co Va. 


Question by same. Say if you know whether Mariah Wright had any living 
children when she died and if so how many and what were their names? 


Answer | know that Mariah left five Boys namely Robert, Ned, Moorman, 
Washington & Henry. Robert died some few months since the other four Boys 
are now living or were when Robert died. 


Question by same How old was Robert when he died and whether he had any 
wife or children? 


Answer. | suppose he was some thirty years old he never had any family 


her mark 
Lucy X Tanner 


The above deposition was taken, subscribed, & sworn to before me the 31st day 
of Octr 1854. 


Jesse S. Burks, J.P." 


On May 10, 1858, C. L. Mosby executed a statement in File 1886 that he had 
settled with Allen L. Wyllie on behalf of Betsey Wright: 


"On the 21 June 1853, as counsel for Betsey Wright, | settled with A. L. Wyllie 
Committee of Emeline Turner and after allowing him a reasonable compensation 
for his trouble &c. found a balance in his hands of $450 - which he paid in as her 
counel - my belief was, she was entitled to the whole and | so received it - | gave 
him a receipt intended to bear him harmless which he no doubt holds. 


Wyllie had at a former time paid me $20 for Betsy Wright, which | do not find 
credited on my Books and it may be part of & embraced by the $450 receipt- but 
of this | don't feel certain. 


| proceeded to pay this money to Betsey Wright and took receipts - the amount 
paid her & the Comnrr. or the collection [without including my fees, as to which 
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we had an agreement in writing] was $272.50 the Bal: in my hands yet 
undisposed of is $177.50. 


C. L. Mosby 
10 May 1858." 


On June 16, 1858, Allen L. Wyllie wrote to C. Dabney asserting he had paid 
what was due to Mosby: 
"Danville June 16t 1858 


Mr. C Dabney 
Dr Sir 


| received your letter a few days ago informing me the a/c Wright vs Wright has 
not been settled & reported | had supposed it was long since reported and never 
expected to have heard of it again, | paid Mr. Mosby the 21st June 1853 $450.00 
the full amount of my a/c as he was not willing to accord me any thing (further 
than my commission) for attending to Emeline Turner | had a great deal of 
Trouble with her and as | wanted to be relieved | paid it up he was the a/c if he 
did not give to Mr. T. Kirkpatrick he promised to have it filed your client will not 
lose any thing by the settlement and nothing but my anxiety to be clear(?) of the 
Wrights could have induced me to have paid that sum | give Mr. Mosby the a/c 
showing the amt | received and from whom. | hope you may find it the a/c and it 
may be settled and | may never have any thing further to do in the matter, but if 
you desire me to have another settlement let me hear from you and | will then go 
before the court for compensation for extra services. | send you a copy of 
Mosby's receipt. It is out of my power to come over at present and hope you can 
do very well without me in Clemens case nothing of tight times some are looking 
to the new Bank for better times which will suit us all very well. 


| am Truly yours, 
A. L. Wyllie" 


On June 25, 1858, the commissioner filed his report in File 1886 setting forth the 


amounts due: 


"Wright _—_—+) 
VS. _) Commissioners Report. 
Wright ) 


The court has ordered 
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1. An account of the admr on the Est. of Sylvia Wright by Alan L. Wyllie 
2. An a/c of his transactions as Committee of Emeline Turner 

3. An a/c of any further fund beside that formerly distributed. 

4. State any pertinent matters -_ 


Your commissioner has not been furnished with the materials for taking the 
above accounts fully. But he can state that on 21 June 1853 Col Allen L. Wyllie 
Committee for Emeline Turner paid over to CL Mosley as counsel for Betsy 
Wright the sum of $450 which sum with interest to June 20th 1858 amounts to 
$585. Which according to the report in this case formerly rendered by Comr. 
Irvin must be divided equally among Betsy Wright William Wright James Wright 
& Maria Wright - William Wright is dead & H. Dunnington is his administrator & 
Betsy Wright is his heir. Hence she takes 1/2 of this sum & James Wright & 
Maria Wright 1/4 each as follows as of 25th June 1858. $585.00 to be 


distributed 
To — Betsy Wright 121.25 
H. Dunnington admr of Wm Wright 121.25 
: James Wright 121.25 
Maria Wright 121.25 
$585.00 
Comr fee of 2.00 


Ch to Jno. C. Noel 
Respectfully submitted 
Chas M Blackford 
Cmr _C" 


And on June 28, 1858, the court in File 1886 adopted the commissioner's report 


and ordered the payments made: 


"At a Circuit Court for the Corporation of Lynchburg continued and held on 
Monday June 28th 1858 


Betsey Wright and William Wright Pliffs 
against 

Allen L. Wyllie admr of Sylvia 

Wright | Defts 


This Cause came on this day to be further heard on the papers formerly read 
and the report of Charles M. Blackford made in pursuance of the order made at 
the November Term 1852, and the exhibits accompanying the same and was 
argued by counsel, on consideration whereof the Court doth at present adjudge, 
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order and decree that the Defendant Allen L. Wyllie do out of his own goods and 
chattels pay to the Defendant Jno C. Noell admr of James Wright decd the sum 
of $121.25 with legal interest on $87.50 a part thereof from this day until paid 
and that he do in like manner pay to the Defendant Jno. C. Noell admr of Maria 
Wright decd the sum of $121.25 with like interest on $87.50 a part thereof from 
this day until paid and as to all other matters this Cause is continued 


A Copy Teste 
J. M. Dunnington Ck" 


Fourteen years later on April 16, 1872, Betsey Wright revived the suit against 
Sidney Fletcher, as administrator of Timothy Fletcher's estate: 


"The Commonwealth of Virginia 
To the Sheriff of Amherst County, Greeting: 


Whereas Betsy Wright, and Wm Wright heretofore exhibited to our Circuit Court, 
for the City of Lynchburg their bill of complaint against Allen L. Wyllie 
administrator of Sylvia Wright, Timothy Fletcher and others, whereupon sundry 
proceedings, have been had, as appears from the records and files of the said 
Court: but before a final decree could be pronounced in the cause the said 
defendant, Timothy Fletcher has died, having first made his last will and 
testament, and thereof appointed Sidney Fletcher his executor, who has taken 
upon himself the burthen of the execution thereof. And the said Betsy Wright 
having supplicated us for a proper remedy in this behalf and we being willing that 
what is just and right shall be done: Therefore, we command you, that you make 
known to the said Sidney Fletcher that he be before the Judge of our said Circuit 
Court, at the Court house thereof, on the first day of the June term next, to shew, 
if any thing for himself he have or know to say, why the said suit should not be 
proceeded into a final decree against him in his character aforesaid. And have 
then their this writ. Witness Samuel D. Preston Clerk of our said Court at the 
Clerks Office thereof, this 16th day of April 1872, And in the 96th year of the 
Commonwealth. 


Saml D. Preston Clerk" 


In June 1872 the court in File 1886 ordered the commissioner to settle the 


accounts: 
"Wright ) 
V ) Decree June term 1872 
Wright ) 


This Cause Came on again this day to be heard upon the papers formerly had. 
The writ of scire-facias against Sidney Fletcher administrator of Timothy Fletcher 
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dec'd duly executed and the order of revival as to said administrator and by 
consent of parties the Court doth set aside the order of continuance heretofore 
made at the present term, and doth adjudge and order and decree that 

M. Gordon who is hereby appointed special commissioner for that purpose do 
take and settle the following accounts, 


| An account of who are the surviving heirs at law and distributees of Sylvia 
Wright. 


II Also a Report of the surviving heirs at law and distributees of Wm Wright 
James Wright Maria Wright and Emeline Turner 


it An account of the balance due from Estate of Timothy Fletcher dec'd to 
Betsy Wright 


it An account of John C. Noell as administrator of James Wright and Maria 
Wright decd, 


it To make report of any other matter deemed pertinent by him said 
Commissioner to which may be desired by the parties to be reported" 


Included in the file is a family tree for Sylvia Wright dated about July 20, 1872, 
which appears as follows: 
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SYLVIE 
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On October 23, 1872, Sidney Fletcher answered the revived suit in File 1886 and 
claimed it had been settled years before: 
"To the Hon G. A. Wingfield Judge of the Circuit Court for the City of Lynchburg 


The answer of Sidney Fletcher Executor of Timothy Fletcher deceased to the 
Original Bill, and 1st & 2nd amended Bills filed by Betsy Wright against A. L. 
Wyllie admr. of Silvia Wright & others to which the said Timothy Fletcher was 
made a party in his lifetime. 


The ancient suit of "Wright v Wright," having been recently revived by scire 
facias against the respondent as Executor of Timothy Fletcher deceased after 
slumbering for about nineteen years, this respondent for answer therein answers 
and says, That it is true that the said Timothy Fletcher died about the __ day of 

186_, testate, and this respondent qualified as his Executor. Respondent 
has no personal knowledge of any of the matters in the said record, and no 
information of the Existence of the claim now sought to be revived against his 
testators estate, until the service of the said scire facias, and the publication of 
Commissioner Gordon's notice in August 1872. Since his attention has been 
thus called to the matter, he has made dilligent investigation into it. Your honor 
will perceive that the account of Comr. Irvine showing the balance in the hands 
of T. Fletcher was filed Oct. 1845. It lay for exception, until Nov. 7, 1852, over 
seven years, and was then confirmed, no exception having been taken. The 
order of account on the 2nd amended bill was made when respondents testator 
had no counsel in the cause. The Answer of T. Fletcher to the 2nd amended Bill 
this Respondent adopts and relies on. And in addition to the answer of defence 
therein presented this respondent renews the plea of the act of limitations and 
further interposes the equitable principle applied to state demands. Since the 
answer of T. Fletcher was filed and the testimony taken in 1853, the cause has 
since been __ of Counsel, who were familiar with the facts has died. Mr. Wills 
the plaintiffs counsel who made the settlement relied on in Fletcher's answer. 
Mr. Dabney, Mr. Speed, who filed the 2nd amended Bill have all died. Then if all 
of them lived near ten years after that Bill and Fletcher's answer to it were filed. 
New counsel who know nothing of the considerations which caused those active 
and earnest lawyers to drop the prosecution of the case have now revived it after 

testator also, as well as the original counsel are all dead. In the careful 
search which Respondent has made among the papers of his testator for 
anything which would throw light upon this ancient affair he has found the receipt 
of Mr. Dabney, the counsel for Noel admr of James & Maria Wright, in full for the 
amount of the claim against T. Fletcher, of Nov 1852, dated Decr 28th 1852. It is 
herewith filed marked (A.A.). He has also found the papers herewith filed 
marked (B B) which on one side is a statement in the hand writing of C. T. Wills, 
son and partner of Mr. John Wills, the original counsel of the plaintiff, in whose 
handwriting other papers in the cause appear to be, showing the amounts to 
which the parties were entitled Feb 9, 1839. On the other side is a 
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memorandum as counsel in the handwriting of this respondant's testator 
beginning apparently in 1839 and going on to 1840, shewing disbursements to 
Betsy & William Wright, accounting in the aggregate to the sum of $569.66. This 
sum added to the $192.46 reported by Comrr. Irvin in Oct. 1845 as still in 

T. Fletcher's hand lack only a few dollars of covering the whole amounts paid to 
him by Wilie admr. Respondent has no doubt the report of Comr. Irvine was 
correct, and that his testator when he satisfied the decree of Nov. 7, 1852 paid 
every cent, for which he was responsible. He has heard him complain in deed 
that he had really overpaid them & reopen possibly by advances subsequent to 
his affidavit, and before that decree. The conclusions of that report is 
established by the decision of the Court of Appeals in Mitler vs Holcombe 9 Grat 
665. 


And having fully answered respondent prays to be hence dismissed with the 
costs incurred by his testator, and himself 


And he will ever pray &c 


Sidney Fletcher Exor of 
T Fletcher 


City of Lynchburg to wit: 


| Jno. J. Ambler a justice of the peace in and for the City aforesaid do certify that 
Sidney Fletcher this day personally appeared before me and made oath that the 
matters of fact stated in the foregoing answer as of his knowledge are true, and 
such as are stated on the information of others and his own belief, he believes to 
be true. Given under my hand this 23rd day of October 1872. 


Jno. J. Ambler J.P." 


On May 26, 1873, the commissioner filed his report in File 1886 that the only 
fund remaining was a legacy of $25 plus interest which was due to Mariah Wright's 
children: 

"To the Hon. G. A. Wingfield Judge of the Circuit Court for he City of Lynchburg. 


Your Commissioner reports to the Court that pursuant to the annexed decree 
pronounced in the suit of "Wright vs Wright &c", he on he 20th of July 1872, 
published a notice in the Lynchburg "News", (a paper published in this City) for 
four successive weeks as directed by said decree, (a copy of said notice is 
herewith filed), naming the parties interested in said decree, to appear in this 
office in the said City, on the 23rd day of August 1872 with their testimony, books 
&c to enable him to execute said decree. On that day, some of the parties by 
consent appeared, but not being ready to proceed, the cause was continued 
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from time to time until the date of this report. On the date of this Report your 
Comr. proceeded to state and settle the following accounts as directed by said 
decree - 


1st An account shewing who are the surviving heirs at Law, and Distributees of 
Sylvia Wright dec: 


2nd Distributees and surviving heirs at Law of William Wright, dec: James 
Wright dec: Maria Wright dec: & Emeline Turner dec: 


3rd An account of the Balance due from the Estate of Timothy Fletcher dec: to 
the Plaintiff Betsy Wright. 


Ath An a/c of Jno: C. Noell admr: of James Wright dec: and Maria Wright dec: 
Your Commissioner makes the following report 


That no testimony has been taken in this cause since the year 1854 to give 
information as to who the several Heirs are, Commissioner knows of his own 
Knowledge that Betsy Wright the PIff. is still living. 


1st The Heirs and Distributees of Sylvia Wright are, Betsy Wright the Plaintiff & 
Moorman Wright, Washington Wright, Henry Wright and Edward Wright the last 
4 are great grandchildren and children of Maria Wright. 


2nd William Wrights Heirs His mother Betsy Wright the PIff. 


3rd James Wrights Heirs. Betsy Wright his sister and the above named 4 
children of Maria Wright, who are his great nephews. 


4th Emiline Turner Heirs. Betsy Wright an aunt, & the above named 4 children 
of Maria Wright who are 2nd cousins. | 


The Defendant John C Noell Admr: of James Wright & Maria Wright, did not 
appear before the Commissioner, and there is no material on which to base a 
settlement of his accounts. And if his answer is true, there is no need of a 

settlement of these accounts so far as the Plaintiff is concerned. He states in his 
answer that he has paid to these Intestates Estates all that is due, and aside 
from that he holds the assignment of James & Maria Wright for all their Interests 
in the Estate of Sylvia Wright. 
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Timothy Fletcher — In account with Betsy Wright. 


1852 By cash paid C. Dabney atto. for Jno C Noell 
Decr 28. admr: of James Wright & Maria Wright pr 
receipt Ex. A.A. filed with Defts T. Fletcher 


Exor: answer, which was filed Novr. 7th 1872 $352.04 
1843 To Balance due this day for affidavit 
Decr 20. filed with Comr Irvins Report $192.44 

"Interest on same to 28th Decr 1852 104.19 


"One moiety of Legacy of $50 of Fumer 
Battles as proved by the Depo: of A. L. Wyllie 25.00 (321.71 
1852 Bal due Tim. Fletcher $ 30.93 
Decr 28. 





With Commissioner Blackfords report is filed a paper in the hand writing of C. L. 
Mosby, in which he states there is a Balance in his hands of $177.50 as of the 
10th May 1858, belonging to this fund, out of which he is to have certain fees not 
named, and which in fact is all the fund before the Court to be disposed of as the 
Land claimed in the Plffs 2nd amended bill, as belonging to James Wright dec: is 
denied in the answer of Jno C Noell the admr: and no testimony has ever been 
taken by the Plaintiff to shew that the same was James Wright's. 


All of which is respectfully submitted 


Comr fee $10. J. N Gordon Special Comr. 
May 17th 1873 


P. S. Since making out the foregoing report, | have seen Mr. Mosby and at his 
request examined his book, and find that he paid under decree in this cause 
Decr. 30th 1858, the sum of $247.72, which receipt he says he will file among 
the papers in this cause, and he has also paid to the plff $172.50 and these 
amounts together with the fees due him leave the plff: greatly in his debt. There 
is therefore no fund before the Court for distribution except the $25 above 
referred to, the Battler Legacy in the hands of T. Fletcher since 28th Decr. 1852. 
Prin. & Int. amounts to $55.63. The Plaintiff is a Pauper, and this is the only fund 
out of which the costs of this suit can be paid. 


except the $25, the Balance of the Legacy of Turner Battles, which should bear 
Interest from 28th Decr 1852, to which the 4 children of Maria Wright are entitled, 
and which was in the hands of Timothy Fletcher (see Wyllies depo.) 


Respy 
May 26th 1873 J. N Gordon Comr." 
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Finally, in June 1873 the court in File 1886 adopted the commissioner's report 


and the litigation in the family finally ended: 


"Wright ) 
VS. ) Not for Decree June Term 1873 
Wright ) 


This cause came on again this day to be heard upon the papers formerly read 
the report of Commissioner Gordon, the Exceptions thereto and was argued by 
counsel upon consideration thereof the doth overrule said Exceptions and 
approving said report doth confirm it and doth adjudge order and decree that the 
said Sidney Fletcher Extor of Timothy Fletcher decd do out of the Estate of his 
testator in his hand to be administered pay to E. P. Goggin who is hereby 
appointed a Receiver for that purpose the sum of Fifty-five 63 Dollars with 
interest on $25 a part thereof at the rate of six percent per annum from the 26th 
May 1873 but said Fletcher is not to pay to the said Receiver the sum of money 
aforesaid until he shall have entered into a Bond before the Clerk of this court 
with approved security, in the penalty of $100.00 conditioned according to law for 
a faithful discharge of his duties as Receiver aforesaid and the Court doth further 
adjudge order" 


The saga of the estate of Thomas Wright and his family is excellently told by 
Professor Thomas E. Buckley in "Unfixing Race, Class, Power, and Identity in an 
Interracial Family", The Virginia Magazine Of History And Biography, Volume 102, 
Number 3, July 1994, as well as illuminating the unusual nature of this family and its 
history. 

From the evidence set forth above and additional evidence set forth below, the 
children of 1805 Thomas Wright of Campbell County and Sylvia or Silvia (___) (____) 
Wright were the following: | 

1) Robert "Robin" Wright, born on June 13, 1780, probably at Bedford 
County, Virginia, 

2) Betsey Wright, born about 1784 at Virginia, 

3) Mary Wright, born about 1786, and 

4) Eliza (Wright) Turner, born about 1793. 
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1818 Robert "Robin" Wright Of Campbell County, His Wife Polly 
(Godsey) Wright, His Non-Wife Polly Davidson, And His 
Descendants 


1818 Robert "Robin" Wright of Campbell County was a son of 1805 


Thomas Wright of Campbell County and his slave Sylvia. (1779 John’, 1805 Thomas?) 
On September 1, 1791, at Campbell County, Virginia, D.B. 3/110 1805 Thomas 
Wright of Campbell County filed his emancipation of Robert Wright: 
"September 1, 1791 Campbell County 


| the subscriber having under my care a negro Boy named Robert aged Eleven 
years the thirtieth of June last, and being desirous of giving him his freedom do 
for myself my heirs etc relinquish all right title and claim to the said Robert or any 
Estate he shall acquire after he shall arrive to the age of twenty One years which 
will be in the year of our Lord 1801 Given under my hand day and date 


aforesaid. 


Thos Wright" 


This record clearly identifies Robert's date of birth as June 13, 1780. Since 1805 
Thomas Wright resided in Bedford County at that time, the place of birth was probably 
at Bedford County, Virginia. 


The 1803 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed three 
Robert Wrights, one of whom was Robert Wright, Sr. (Campbell County, the second of 
whom was Robert Wright, Jr., son of Robert Wright, Sr., and the third of whom was 


1818 Robert Wright of Campbell County with the following household on July 16: 


Date of 
List _ 


July 16 


Stud 
Horses 
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Persons Names Charge- W.O. B.O. B.O. 
~ able with the Tax 16 1 12 - Horses 
Robert Wright 1 1 1 
R. Cariages Amt Tax 
R. Ord Fishing 4 Phaetons 2 Dol 


Covering Licence Seizns Wheel &Stages Wheel Cents 


.06 


188. 


The identical date for submitting lists by this Robert Wright and 1805 Thomas Wright of 
Campbell County and the subsequent listings for this Robert Wright household identify 
it as that of 1818 Robert Wright of Campbell County. 

The 1804 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed three 
Robert Wrights, one of whom was Robert Wright, Sr., the second of whom was Robert 
Wright, Jr., and the third of whom was 1818 Robert Wright of Campbell County with the 
following household on August 13: 


Date of Persons Names Charge- W.O. B.O. B.O. 
List able With the Tax 16 _ 16 #£:12— Horses 
Augt 13 Robt Wright 1 2 1 

R. Cariages Amt 
S. R O. F. 4 P.O. 2 Tax 


Horses Covering Licence seizns Wheel Stgs Wheel $ ¢ 





{ 3 10.88 


The 1805 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed three 
Robert Wrights, one of whom was Robert Wright, who was Robert Wright, Sr., the 
second of whom was Robert Wright, Jr., and the third of whom was 1818 Robert Wright 
of Campbell County with the following household on August 12: 


Date of Persons Names Charge- W.O. B.O. B.O. 
List able With the Tax 16 16_ 12. Horses 
Augt 12 Robert Wright 1 2 2 

R. Cariages Amt 
S. R O. F. 4 P.& 2 Tax 


Horses Covering Licence Seizns Wheel Stages Wheel $ ¢ 











The will of 1805 Thomas Wright of Campbell County dated October 24, 1805, 
and probated December 9, 1805, at Campbell County, Virginia, W.B. 2/226 listed his 
son Robert Wright: 
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",...9econdly | give and bequeath to my natural son Robert Wright by said 
Sylvia whom | have heretofore duly emancipated all that tract of land on which | 
now live with its appurtenances containing by estimation three hundred and 
seventy acres and particularly discribed in a grant that issued for the land to 
Charles Caffery on the tenth day of September 1755 and by him conveyed to me 
by deed duly recorded in the County Court of Bedford, and to his heirs forever, 
also the reversion of the house and two acres of ground aforesaid devised to his 
mother Sylvia during the term of her natural life only. Also all my stock of every 
description and the plantation utensils, also it is my will and pleasure that my 
said son Robert shall have all the other estate both real and personal of 
whatsoever description the same may be, not herin alreddy devised, which | now 
have or may at the time of my death may have in lands, slaves stocks debts, or 
other contracts to him and his heirs forever... ." 


On February 25, 1806, at Bedford County, Virginia, D.B. 12/92 Robert Wright 
purchased 56 acres of land from John Overstreet: 


"This Indenture made this twenty fifth day of February in the year of our Lord one 
Thousand Eight Hundred & six between John Overstreet of the County of 
Bedford of the one part and Robert Rite of the County of Campbell of the other 
part Witness the sd. John Overstreet doth bargain and sel unto the said Robert 
Rite one Tract or parcel of Land ling in the County of Bedford and cituate on the 
Suck Mountains nown by the name of Cawhards entry containing fifty six acres 
by survey and bounded as follows to wit Begining at a Poplar on Boyles branch 
thence N 35 East 52 poles to a Hickory N 28 E 52 poles to a Hickory N 78 poles 
to a Red Oak N 26 E 36 poles to a red oak S 81 E 28 poles to a Chesnut oak S 2 
E 144 to a Maple S 60 W 24 poles to a Chesnut Tree S 84 W 46 poles toa 
Chesnut Tree S 70 W 44 to the Begining, to have and to hold the sd. granted 
Land and premises with the reversions and reversions remainder and 
remainders and every part and parsel their of and he the said John Overstreet 
doth warrent and forever defend the right of the sd. Land from himself his Heirs 
and from every person or persons whatsoever unto sd. Rite, In witness 
wheareof he the sd. John Overstreet haith hearunto set his hand and affixed his 
Seal the day and year above written. 


Attest John Overstreet 

Samuel Hollaway her 

Ellete Peters Nancy X Overstreet 
mark 


At a Court held for Bedford County at the Courthouse the 28th day of July 1806. 
This Indenture of Bargain & Sale Between John Overstreet & Nancy his wife of 
the one part & Robert Wright of the other, was acknowledged by the sd. John 
Overstreet & Nancy his wife, the sd. Nancy being first privily examined according 


0099A(082105) 190. 


to Law voluntarily relinquished her right of Dower in & to the Land & premises 
conveyed by this Indenture which is ordered to be Recorded 


Teste 
J. Steptoe C.B.C." 

As will be discussed more fully below, Robert Wright purchased this land to fulfill 
an agreement with his father to provide land to Robert's half-brother and Sylvia Wright's 
son James Wright. 

The 1806 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed two 
Robert Wrights, one of whom was Robert Wright, Sr. (Campbell County) and the other 


of whom was 1818 Robert Wright of Campbell County with the following household on 
July 30: 


Date of Persons Names Charge- W.O. B.O. Blks 

List able with The Tax 16_ 16_ O 12 Horses 

July 30 Robert Wright | 1 4 5 
Riding Carages Amot Tax 

S. R. O. = 4 2 Dollars 








Horses Covering Licence Seizns Wheel P&S Wheel Cents 


2.36 


The increase in the number of slaves and horses in the household is consistent with the 
death of 1805 Thomas Wright of Campbell County and the gift of his estate to his son 
1818 Robert Wright of Campbell County and identifies this household as that of 1818 
Robert Wright of Campbell County. 


The 1806 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Robert Wright with 
the following property: 





Yearly Rent of Rate of land 
Persons Names No of lotts & their No. Quantity Pr Acre 
Owning Land lotts D C No of Land $ C 
Robert Wright 370 1.98 
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Total Amt of Valuation of Amt 


land Exclusive of lotts of Tax 
_ $$ Ce $C 
733.34 3.24 


This record reflects the transfer of the land of 1805 Thomas Wright to his son Robert 
Wright. | 

The marriage record of Robert Wright and Polly Godsey was dated October 9, 
1806, at Campbell County, Virginia, with the consent of her mother Molley Godsey and 
with Robert Wright and Archer Williamson as sureties and Joseph Tweedy, Jr., and 
Archer Williamson as witnesses: 

"To the Clerk of Campbell County 


Sir Please to grant Licence of marriage betwixt my Daughter Polly and Mr. 
Robert Wright and in so doing you will much Oblige your Friend 


Test her 
Archer Williamson Molly X Godsey 
Joseph Twedy Junr Cross 


9th Octr. 1806 
Mr. Robt Alexander Clk 


Know all men by these presents that We Robert Wright & Archer Williamson are 
held and firmly bound to William H. Cabbell Governor of Virginia in the sum of 
One hundred and fifty Dollars to the wch Payment well and truly to be made to 
the said Governor or his Successors We bind ourselves our heirs &c firmly by 
these presents Sealed and Dated this 9th Day of Octr 1806 


The Condition of the above Oblign. is such that Whereas there is a Marriage 
Shortly intended to be had & Solemnized between the above bound Robert 
Wright & Molley Godsey. 


lf therefore there be no Lawfull cause to obstruct the same then this Obligation to 
be Void 


Robt Wright 
Archer Williamson" 


0099A(082105) 192. 


The 1807 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed two 


Robert Wrights, one of whom was Robert Wright Senr. and the other of whom was 


Robert Wright with the following household on May 11: 


Date of Persons Names Charg- W.O. B.O. B.O. 
list able With the Tax 16 16 12 °+&4zHorses 
May 11 Robert Wright 1 5 | 5 
R. Amot of Riding Carages 
S. Cover- Ordin- their Tax‘ F. 4 2 
Horses ing aries DC Seins Wheel P&S Wheel 
2.80 


The 1807 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Robert Wright with 


the following property: 


yearly Rent — Rate of 
of Lotts land 
Persons Names No of & their No. Quantity P Acre 
Owning Land lotts D C No of Land D C 
Robert Wright 370 1.98 
total Amt of Valuation of Amt 
land Exclusive of Lotts of Tax 
D C D C 
733.34 3.24 


The 1807 Land Tax List for Bedford County, Virginia, listed Robert Wright with 


the following property: 


Persons Names 
owning Land 


Robert Wright 
from John Overstreet 
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Number Yearly rent Quantity Rate of 
of lots of lots of land land p acre 
56 17 
193. 


Total Total 
amount of amount of tax 
Value of land  onlots and land 


9.52 05 


This record reflects the purchase of 56 acres of land by Bedford County Deed 12/92. 

The 1809 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed four 
Robert Wrights, one of whom was Robert Wright, Sr. (Campbell County), the second of 
whom was Robert Wright, Jr., the son of Robert Wright, Sr., the third of whom may 
have been Robert Wright, the son of Charles Wright, and the fourth of whom was 1818 
Robert Wright of Campbell County with the following household May 8: 


Date of Persons Names Charg- W.O. B.O. B.O. 
list able With the Tax 16 £16— 12_ Horses 
May 8 Robert Wright 1 ) 1 7 


Riding Carriages 
S: R. F. 4 2 Amot of Tax 
Horses Covering Seins Wheel P&S Wheel OD C 


3.48 


The 1809 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Robert Wright with 
the following property: 


| Yearly Rent Rate of Land 
Persons Names No of of Lotts Quantity P Acre 
Owning Land lotts D C No of Land D C 
Right Wright 370 1.98 
Total Amot of Valuation of Amt of Tax 
Land exclusive of Lotts D C 
133.30 3.24 


The 1809 Land Tax List for Bedford County, Virginia, listed Robert Wright with 
the following property: 
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Persons Names Quantity Rate of Land Total Amount of the Value 


Owning Land Of Land PerAcre Of Land Exclusive Of Lots 
Robert Wright 56 17 9.52 


The 1810 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed two 


Robert Wrights, one of whom was Robert Wright, Sr., and the other of whom was 1818 
Robert Wright of Campbell County with the following household on March 12: 


Date of Persons Names Charge- W.O. B.O. B.O. 
List able With the Tax 16 _ 16 | 12 _ Horses 
March 12 Robert Wright 1 5 1 4 
Riding Carriages 
S. R. ; 4 2 Amount 
Horses Covng seins Wheel P&S Wheel of Tax 
3.12 


The 1810 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Robert Wright with 


the following property: 


Yearly Rent Rate of 

Persons Names No of of lotts their Quantity Land p acre 
Owning Land Lotts D C No of Land D _C 
Robert Wright 3/70 1.98 
Amt of Valuation of 
lotts of land alone Amt of Tax 

D C D C 

733.30 3.24 


The 1810 Land Tax List for Bedford County, Virginia, listed Robert Wright with 


the following property: 








Persons Names No of Yearly Rent Quantity Rate of 
Owning Land No4_Lotts of Lotts ofLand Landp Acre 
Robert Wright 06 7 

195. 
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Total Amount of Total Amt. of Tax 
Value of Land on Lotts & Lands 


9.52 05 


The 1810 Census for Campbell County, Virginia, three Robert Wrights, one of 
whom was Robert Wright, Sr., (Campbell County), the second of whom was Robert 
Wright, Jr., the son of Robert Wright, Sr., and the third of whom was 1818 Robert 
Wright with the following household: | 


Free Free All Other 
Name of Head White White Free 
of Family Males Age Female Age Persons _ Slaves 
Robert Wright 1 26-45 1 26-45 7 


This record indicates that Robert "Robin" Wright and Polly (Godsy) Wright were born 
between 1/765 and 1784. 

The 1811 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed two 
Robert Wrights, one of whom was Robert Wright, Sr., and the other of whom was 1818 
Robert Wright of Campbell County with the following household on April 1: 


Date of Persons Names Charge- W.O. B.O. B.O. 

List able With the Tax 16_ 16_ 12 Horses 

April 1 Robert Wright 1 <) 1 4 
Riding Carriages Amount 

S. R. 4 2 of Tax 


F, 
Horses Covering Seins Wheel P&S Wheel OD. C. 








3.12 


The 1811 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Robert Wright with 
the following property: 


Yearly Rent Rate of Lan 
Persons Names No of of Lotts their Quantity per acre 
Owning Land Lotts D C No of land D C 
Robert Wright 370 1.98 
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Amt of valuation of 


Land exclusive of Lotts Amount 
D C of Tax 
733.30 3.24 


The 1811 Land Tax List for Bedford County, Virginia, listed Robert Wright with 
the following property: | 


Yearly Rate 
Persons Names No of Rent of Quantity of Land 
Owning Land Lotts Lotts of Land p Acre 
Robert Wright 56 AT 


Total Amount of Total Amount of Tax 
Vallue of Land on Lotts and Land 


9.52 05 


The 1812 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed two 
Robert Wrights, one of whom was Robert Wright, Sr., and the other of whom was 1818 
Robert Wright of Campbell County with the following household on April 6: 





Date of Persons Names W.O.  B.O. B.O. 
List Chargable | 16_ 16_ 12_ Horses 
Apl 6 Robert Wright 1 8 4 
Riding Carriages Amount 
S. : 4 2 of Tax 
Horses RC. Seins Wheel P&S Wheel OD C 
4.00 


The 1812 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Robert Wright with 
the following property: 


Yearly rent Rate of Land 
Persons Names No of of Lots their Quantity pracre 
owning Land lotts D C No of Land D C 
Robert Wright 3/70 1.98 
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Amount of valuation of Amt. Situation of 


Land exclusive of lotts of Tax each separate 
D C D C Tract of Land 
733.30 3.24 on Beaver Creek 


The 1812 Land Tax List for Bedford County, Virginia, listed Robert Wright with 
the following property: 


Yearly Rate 
Persons Names No of rent of Quantity of Land 
Owning Land Lotts Lotts of Land p Acre 
Robert Wright 06 17 


Total amount of Total Amount of Tax 
Value of Land on Lotts and Land 


9.52 .05 On Suck Mountain 


The 1813 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed two 
Robert Wrights, one of whom was Robert Wright, Sr., and the other of whom was 1818 
Robert Wright of Campbell County with the following household on March 11: 


Date of Persons Names WO BO BO 
List Chargable with Tax 16 _ 16_ 16 Horses SH 
March 11. — Robert Wright 1 6 4 
R.C. F.Seins 4Wheel P&S 2Wheel Value ills Rent Tanyard 
Rent __ forges __ ferrys DC 

4.18 


The 1813 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Robert Wright with 
the following property: 
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Yearly Rent Rate of Land 


Persons Names Noof _ of Lotts their Quantity pracre 
Owning Land Lotts D C No of Land D C 
Robert Wright 370 1.98 
Amt of valuation of Amt. 
land exclusive of lotts of Tax Situation 
D C D.C of Land 
733.30 4.32 on Beaver Creek 


The 1813 Land Tax List for Bedford County, Virginia, listed Robert Wright with 
the following property: 


Total Total 
Quantity Rate of Amount Amount 
Persons Names_ Land Land of Value of Taxon Designation 


Owning Land OfLand PerAcre ofLand Lotts&Land of Land 


Robert Wright 96 17 9.52 07 suck Mountain 


The 1814 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed two 
Robert Wrights, one of whom was Robert Wright, Sr., and the other of whom was 1818 
Robert Wright of Campbell County with the following household: 


Persons Names Dogs B over B over 
; Charged With Tax Whites (?) 16 12 
Robbert Wright 1 6 


Horses SHorses RC G.Mills Value S.Mills Value 4 Wheel 


<) 


Value 2 Wheel Value Dollars Cents 
5.79 


The 1814 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Robert Wright with 
the following property: | 
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Yearly Taxon 


Persons Names Resi- No of Name Rent lots No 
Chd With Land dence Estate Lots offown D C D_ C Acre 
Robert Wright do do 370 
Rates Total Amt of Amt of 
of land Valua- Taxon Tax on 
Situation tion land ___ land ___ Alter- 
of Land D C D C D C D C ations 
Beaver 10 N.E. 1.98 733.30 5.56 5.56 same 


The 1814 Land Tax List for Bedford County, Virginia, listed Robert Wright with 


the following property: 


Name Of Owner Residence Estate 
Robert Wright _(?) fee 
Yearly Rent Amount of Number 
of Lots in Tax on Lots at Acres 
Dollars & Cents 2.01 100 Rent of Land 
56. 
Distance & Amount 
Genl bearing Rate of Total of Taxes On 
from the Land Value Land at 85 Cts 
Court House pAcre ofLand Per $100 Value 





(?) — _{?) 


Name of 
the Town 


Number of 
Town Lots 


Description of the Land 
on Licking (?)__(?) 


Total Explanation 
Of Tax of the item 
On Lots during the pre- 


& Land ceding (?) year(’?) 
__(?) 





On January 23, 1815, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 
16/356 a charge of breach of the peace by William Arthur against Robert Wright was 


dismissed for lack of prosecution: 


"William Arthur charged with a breach of the peace upon Robert Wright 
appeared & there appearing no prosecutor - he is dismissed, & ordered to go 


hence without day" 
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The 1815 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Robert 


Wright with the following household: 


No of 
White males Over 1 


Slaves 
Between Between 
6 12and16 9&12 


_ Persons Names over 16 years Yearsold yearsold years old 


Robert Wright 1 6 
Horses Carriages 
Mares 2 Wheel Pheatons All other 
colts asses Noof_ riding & stage public 4 Wheel 


& mules Cattle Cariages Waggons Stages riding cariages Mills 


4 15 
Watches Houses 

Free Male Gilt Single Double in the Ice House 
Negroes Silver & Cased Cased City above for private 
over 16 years ine Gold Gold 000 Value use 

Clocks 

Works of Value 
Works of wood Works of wood principally between of the Value of 
Without Case_ With Case of Mettle 50&$$100 $100 & upwards 

Furniture 


Beaurou Sur_ or Bookcase chest of drawers __ During 


__ or Seperate part thereof bedstead Sideboard without __ portraits picture front 


__ drawers tea tables card table in whole or part 
mahogany __ or Sideboard with doors or drawers 
settie or __ purchases carpets Window Curtains and 
Vinetian Blinds within the Window of _House 


1 Beaurow 
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or engraving Miror 
or looking Glass 
pianoforte Harpsicord 


Organ or harp 


Furniture (cont'd) 





Beaurou Secretary or Urn coffee or tea pot 
Bookcase Chest of drawers | lamp chandlier grinder 
Wardrobe or Cloths press of decanter _ wash Bason Stand 


any other wood than Mahogany or _ tankard cop or 
6.59 
The 1815 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Robert Wright with 
the following property: 


Yearly rent Taxon 


Persons Names Estate Noof Nameof of lotts lotts 
Owning Land Residence inLand Lots Town D C DC 
Robert Wright Campbell fee 
Number Rate Total 
of Acres Situation of Distance of land Value Amt of Tax 
oflandin @&description andbearing peracre  ofland  onland 
each tract of each tract fromthe CH D C D C D C 

370 Beaver Creek 12 N 1.98 133.34 5.56 
Amt of Tax 
on land & lots 
D C Alterations 

5.56 


The 1815 Land Tax List for Bedford County, Virginia, listed Robert Wright with 
the following property: 


Number of Name of 
Persons Names Residence Estate Town Lots the Town 


Robert Wright 
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Yearly Rent Amount of Tax Number 
of Lots in on Lots at Acres 
Dollars & Cents 2./7 100 Rent ofLand Description of the Land 


56 
Distance & Total Explanation of 
Genl bearing Rate Total Amount of Taxes of Tax _ the item during 
from the of Land Value On Land at 85 Cts OnLots the preced- 


Court House pAcre ofLand Per$100 Value & Land ing (?) year(? 
17 9.52 .09 


The 1816 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed two 
Robert Wrights, one of whom was Robert Wright, Sr., and the other of whom was 1818 
Robert Wright of Campbell County with the following household on March 11: 

White Slaves Slaves Horses 


Persons Name Males above above 12 Mares 
Date of Charged With over16 16 years &under Mules 
list the Tax years old 16 do &C 
Mch 11 Robt Wright 1 8 4 
Stud Horses Coaches 2 Wheeled Pheatons & Stage 
& Jackasses & Harness Cariages &c Waggons &c 
CC in Value Value Value in 


Nomber Dollars Nomber in$ Nomber in $ Nomber Dollars 





Fishing Am.t of Tax 
Seins Dollars Cents 


6.32 


The 1816 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Robert Wright with 
the following property: 
Yearly rent Tax 


Persons Names Estate Noof Nameof of lotts on lotts 
Owning Land Residence inLand Lots Town D C C 
Robert Wright Do Do 
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Number Rate Total 


of Acres Situation of Distance of land Value Amt of Tax 
of land in & description andbearing peracre  ofland onland 
eachtract of eachtract fromtheCH D C D C D CG 
370 Beaver Crk 12 NE 1.98 733.50 5.57 
Amt of Tax 
on land & lots 
D C Alterations 
5.57 


The 1816 Land Tax List for Bedford County, Virginia, listed Robert Wright with 
the following property: 


No of Name of 

Owners Names Residence’ _ Estate Town Lots the Town | 
Robert Wright 
Yearly Rent Amt of No of Acres 
of Lots Taxon Lots of Land Description of the Land 

96 
Distance Amount Total Explanation 
& bearing Rate of Total of Taxes _ of Tax of the item during 
from the Land Value on Land On_Lots _ the preceding(?) 


Court House pAcre  ofLand & Lots & Land year(?) 
17 9.52 .08 


"Unfixing Race" by Professor Thomas E. Buckley in The Virginia Magazine Of 
History And Biography, Volume 102, Number 3, July 1994, stated that on November 16, 
1816, at Legislative Petitions, Records of the General Asembly, Record Group 78, 
Virginia State Library and Archives, Robert Wright filed a petition for divorce from Mary 
(Godsey) Wright and that the divorce was supported by the affidavit of 50 men from 
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Campbell County, but was denied by the Legislature because a mixed race marriage 
was then illegal under Virginia law. The petition provided as follows: 


"To the Honorable General Assembly of Virginia 


The Petition of Robert Wright a free man of Color resident in the County of 
Campbell respectfully sheweth: 


That your petitioner in the year 1806 in pursuance of a licence obtained for that 
purpose from the Clerk of Campbell County was married by a certain William 
Heath a regularly licensed Minister of the Gospel to a certain Mary Godsey a free 
white woman - That since the said Intermarraige your petitioner hath allways 
demeaned himself towards the said Mary as a kind and affectionate Husband - 
and for several years enjoyed great domestic comfort, and felicity in all Society. 
That some time in the year 1814 the said Mary became acquainted with a certain 
William Arthur a free white male who by his artful and insidious attentions 
entirely supplanted your petitioner in her affections That on the 14th day of 
January 1815 the said Mary unknown to your petitioner secretly eloped with the 
said William Arthur carrying with her a negro Girl and other property belonging to 
your petitioner - That on their route as is beleived to the western Country they 
were overtaken in the Town of Liberty your petitioners property recovered, and 
the said Mary prevailed upon to return to the Home, and the Husband she had 
so ungratefully and cruelly abandoned - That notwithstanding this infidelity on the 
part of the said Mary, your petitioner after her return still continued to her that 
affection and protection which she had of right forfeited, and hoped that time, 
and a course of affectionate cast(?) on his part would reconcile her to her 
situation and restore her to Happiness - But in this just expectation your 
petitioner was disappointed. That the said Mary on the 30th day of November 
1815 again secretly, and unknown to your petitioner eloped with the said William 
Arthur and as your petitioner is credibly informed and verily beleives is now living 
in a state of adultery with the Said Arthur in the Town of Nashville & State of 
Tennessee - That your petitioner is advised that although the Law inflicts a 
penalty on the Minister of the Gospel who shall marry a white person with a 
negro or mulatto, and subjects the white person so married to fine, and 
imprisonment, yet said marriage is to all intents and purposes valid and binding 
between the parties - Your petitioner under the circumstances herein allready set 
forth prays your Honorable Body for the passage of an act divorcing him from his 
said Wife Mary and as in duty bound &c &c 


Stephen Perrow 


Chas Gilliam 
Lewis Franklin" 
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"Campbell County to wit, 


This day Lewis Franklin Steven Perrow and Charles Gilliam of lawful age 
personally appeared before me a Justice of the peace for the County aforesaid 
and made oath that they have examined the foregoing petition that they have 
been well acquainted with the petitioner for many years past, being his 
neighbours, and that they have every reason to believe, and do beleive that the 
material facts set forth in the said petition are true - That the said petitioner so far 
as their observation has extended has conducted himself with propriety, and that 
he allways treated his wife with kindness - They also beleive that the said Mary 
Wife of the said Robert did elope in the way mentioned in said petition, and are 
credibly informed that she is now living in adultery with the said William Arthur in 
Nashville Tennessee - Given under my Hand this 4 day of November 1826. 


Tho Dixon J.P." 


The 1817 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Robert 


Wright M, standing for mulatto, with the following household: 


Persons Name 


Date of Chargable W.O. S.O. S.O. horses __ S. 
List With the Tax 16 16 12 &C horses 
Robert Wright M. 1 8 5 
2WR 2WR P&S. P&S Coaches Coaches 
Cars Not Cars Waggs not Waggs &cNot &c Excg. 
Rate Exc$100 Excg$100 Exd.$200 $200 excg $300 $300 
Covs Value Value Value Value Value Value 
Amot of Tax 
D Cts Proof 
6.50 


The 1817 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Robert Wright with 


the following property: 


Persons Names Places of Estate No. of Namesof Yearly rent 
Owning Land Residence  inLand lotts Towns of lotts 
Robin Wright Campbell F Simple 
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Course & Rate of Total Amt 


Quantity Situation distance from Land Valuation of Tax Alterations 
ofland ofland C house pAcre_ of Land D Cts the last year 


370 Bea Crk ~mNE 1.98 733.50 5.51 ‘no alteration 


The 1817 Land Tax List for Bedford County, Virginia, listed Robert Wright with 
the following property: 





No of Name of 
Owners Names Residence __ Estate Town Lots the Town 
Robert Wright 
Yearly | 
Rent of Tax No. Acres Distance & bearings 


of Lots onLots' of Land Description of the Land from the Court House 


56 
Rate of Total Amount of Tax Total Amount Explanation of the 
Land Amount OnLand @ Of Taxes On _ item during the 


prAcre ofLand $75pr100 Value Lots&Land preceding year 
17 9.52 .08 
The 1818 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed two 
Robert Wrights, one of whom was Robert Wright, Jr., and the other of whom was 


Robert Wright M with the following household: 
Persons Name 








Date of Chargable W.O. S$.0. S$.O. S. 
List With The Tax 16 _ 16 _ 12. horses horses 
Robt Wright M 1 7 | 6 


2WR 2WR_ P&S. P&S Coaches 
Cargs Cargs Wags. Wags &cNot Coaches 


Not Excg Exg. not Exd. Excg. Excg & Exg. 
Rate $100 $100 $200 $200 $300 $300 
Covg Value Value Value Value Value Value 


0099B(082105) 207. 


Amot of Tax 


D cts Proof 


9.98 


The 1818 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Robert Wright with 


the following property: 


Persons Names 
Owning Land 


Robert Wright 


Quantity Situation 
ofland of Land 





370 beavr Ck 


Places of Estate Noof Namesof Yearly Rent 

Residence inLand__lotts Towns of Lotts 

Campl F Simple 

Course & dis- Rate of Total Amot Amt of Tax 

tance Chouse landpacre ofLand D Cts 
7 NE 1.98 733.50 5.51 


Alterations the last Year 


not Altd. 


The 1818 Land Tax L 
the following property: 


ist for Bedford County, Virginia, listed Robert Wright with 


Names of Owners Residence Estate Noor TownLots Nameof Town 
Robert Wright 
Yearly Rent Amount of No. of Acres 
of Lots Tax onLots of Land Description of Land 
56 
Distance & Rate Total Amount of Total Amount 
bearings From oofLand Amount Tax OnLand Of Taxes On 
the Court House prAcre ofLand  at/5¢rperValue Lots &Land 
17 9.50 .08 
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The complaint in Davidson v. Wright, File 525, Superior Court of Law and 
Chancery, Lynchburg, Virginia, stated that Robert Wright had a child Thomas P. Wright, 
that Robert Wright died on October 14, 1818, and that Polly Davidson gave birth to 
Robert's daughter Martha Ann Davidson within nine months of his death: 


",... That Robert Wright deceased late of Campbell County sometime previous 
to his Death to wit, on the ____ day of 1816, made, a published his last Will 
and Testament subscribed, and written from the beginning to the end thereof 
with his own proper Hand, wherein and whereby he made the following 
disposition of his estate both real, and personal, that is to say; He directed his 
stock, and crops of all kinds to be sold by his executors therein after named, out 
of the proceeds whereof his said executors were directed to pay all his just debts 
- and the balance of his personal estate after the payment of his debts, he 
bequeathed to be divided into two equal moieties, one of which he gave to his 
infant son Thomas P. Wright, and the other to your Oratrix Polly for life; and if 
your Oratrix Polly should be delivered of a child within nine months next after 
this, the said Testator's death, the moiety so allotted to her, to go to such child at 
the death of the said Polly, otherwise said moiety at her death to go to the said 
Thomas P. Wright... . That the said Testator departed this life on the 14th day 
of October 1818, leaving the said Will unrevoked, uncancelled, and in full force. 
Your Oratrix Polly since the Death of the said Robert, and within nine months 
next thereafter, has been delivered of a female child named Martha Ann 
Davidson alias Martha Ann Wright who is the infant plaintiff herein before 
named. That since the Death of the said Testator the said Will by means 
unknown to your Oratrixes & Orators, been either lost, or destroyed, before 
probate thereof... ." 


The full text of the complaint is set forth above in connection with 1805 Thomas Wright. 

In November 1818 at Campbell County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 
13/165 the court ordered Elizabeth Wright, Lititia Wright, and James Turner to produce 
the will of Robert Wright and appointed Samuel Fleming and James Stewart as curators 
for Robert Wright's infant child: 


"It being Suggested to the Court that Robin Wright decd late of this County 
previous to his death made and published his last will and testament and that the 
Said last will and testament is now in the possession of Elizabeth Wright, Lititia 
Wright, and James Turner it is ordered that they be Summoned to appear here 
on the 3rd day of this term And that they then and there produce to the Court the 
said last will and testament And the Court doth appoint Samuel Fleming and 
James Stewart Curators to superintend take care of and manage the estate of 
the said decedent who gave bond and Secy accdg to law and that the said 
Curators take care of the infant Child of said Robin Wright deceased until the 
further order of this Court" 
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The cross-complaint in Wright v. Fleming, File 578, Superior Court of Law and 
Chancery, Lynchburg, Virginia, by 1805 Thomas Wright's brothers and sisters and other 
kin stated that Robert Wright married Polly Godsy by whom he had his son Thomas P. 
Wright and that Polly (Godsy) Wright left Robert Wright for parts unknown. The cross- 
complaint further stated that Robert Wright's child Martha Ann Davidson was then 
deceased: 


",... That a certain Thomas Wright late of Campbell County departed this life 
some time in the year eighteen hundred and five possessed of land well entitled 
to a considerable estate real and personal consisting of one Tract of Land lying 
and being on the waters of Beaver Creek in the County of Campbell containing 
by estimations three hundred and seventy five acres sundry slaves and other 
personal estate consisting of stocks, money, etc; That the said Thomas Wright 
made his will in his lifetime which was after his death admitted to record in the 
County Court of Campbell the copy of which is herewith filed and prayed to be 
received as a part of this bill by which will the said Thomas gave the Land and 
the greater part of the personal estate aforesaid to a negro man born a slave the 
property of the said Thomas Wright by the name of Robert Wright which said 
slave was never legally emancipated; After the death of the said Thomas Wright 
the said Robert Wright was permitted to go at large and by some means 
possessed himself of the estate aforesaid; That the said Robert pretended to 
marry a white woman of the name of Polly Godsy which said Polly during the 
pretended marriage had a male child by the name of Thomas P. Wright alias 
Thomas P. Godsy and afterwards in the life of the said Robert left this country 
and went into parts to your Orators and Oratrices unknown; Afterwards the said 
Robert took to live with him a white woman by the name of Polly Davidson who 
within nine months next after the death of the said Robert had a female child by 
the name of Martha Anne Davison which said child has since died; That the said 
Robert died some time in the year eighteen hundred and eighteen being still a 
slave and incapable in law of holding or disposing of property; Since the death of 
the said Robert the County Court of Campbell has committed the property of 
aforesaid of which the said Robert died possessed to wit the property which he 
possessed himself of in the manner aforesaid to the hands of Samuel Flemming 
as administrator of Robert Wright pendente lite... ." 


The full text of the cross-complaint is given above in connection with 1805 Thomas 
Wright. 

The many depositions in File 525 and 578 concerning Robert Wright, his 
quarrels, and his death are given above in connection with 1805 Thomas Wright and 
provide a remarkable insight into the life of emancipated slaves in Virginia. Some of the 


relevant portions of those depositions are given here again for convenience: 
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Deposition of James Williams: 


",... That the night before the Death of the said Robert Wright the father of the 
said Thomas P. Wright, this Deponent was at the house of the said Robert 
Wright who at the time was very ill, and confined to his bed. That whilst there 
Stephen Perrow presented to this respondent a paper purporting to be the last 
will, and Testament of the said Robert, with a request that this Deponant would 
read it. This deponant accordingly read said paper, which this Deponant 
believes was wholly in the handwriting of the said Robert, and signed by him, 
and appeared to have been attested by three subscribing witnesses, whose 
names were James Davidson, William Davidson, and Charles Caffery. This 
deponant read it over carefully once, and believes it contained in substance the 
following provisions. The said Testator directed that his tract of land on which he 
resided should be divided as the creek runs through it; that part of it lying on the 
south side of the creek, together with one-half of his slaves he gave to Polly 
Davidson the plaintiff for her life; and in case she had any Heir, or Heirs during 
his life, or within nine months after his Death, the said portion of his land and 
slaves given to said Polly Davidson for her life to go to her said Heir, or Heirs; but 
if she had no such Heir, or Heirs, then said portion of the lands and slaves to go 
to his son Thomas Pryor Wright. The land on the north side of the creek with the 
one half of the slaves belonging to said Testator he gave to his son Thomas 
Pryor Wright. The crops, stocks, and plantation utensils he directed to be sold, 
and out of the proceeds thereof directed his debts to be paid; and if after the 
payment of his Debts there was any thing left of said proceeds, he bequeathed it 
to be equally divided between the said Polly Davidson and his son Thomas Pryor 
Wright in the same manner as the lands, and slaves. He appointed Stephen 
Perrow and Arthur Litchford executors of the said will... . 


Question by same. Do you not know of a quarrel between Robert Wright & 
Stephen Perrow one of the executors in the will a short time before his death. 


Answer. | do not. 

Question by same. How long had the plaintiff Polly Davidson, and the said 
Robert lived together? 

Answer. About two years. 


Question by Plaintiffs counsel. Do you think that Robert Wright ever was ina 
situation after you saw his will to make or alter a will. 


Answer. | do not expect he ever was, as he was out of his senses when | left 


him in the morning, and | considered him to be then dying & | understand that he 
died that evening. 
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Question by same. Have you not reasons to believe that Robert Wright & 
Stephen Perrow were upon a good understanding with each other at the time of 
said Robert's death & state your reasons? 


Answer. | never heard Robert Wright say anything to the contrary or anything 
about it. 


Question by Defendants’ counsel. Was not Robert Wright a black man, & is not 
Polly Davidson a white woman? 


Answer. Robert Wright was a mulatto, & Polly Davidson is a white woman. 
Question by same. What was the Hour of the Day when you left Robert Wright? 
Answer. | believe it was been between sun rise and ten o'clock. 


Question by Plaintiffs’ counsel. Did you ever hear Robert Wright say anything 
about his will, and when and what was it? 


Answer. He applied to me some time in the latter part of the summer, or first of 
the fall before his Death, to witness a will, but | laughed at him, and never did 
witness the will. And further this Deponant saith not. 


James Williams." 


Deposition of William Davidson: 


",...Qus. By Stephen Perrow pltff - "Were you not a subscribing witness to 
Robert Wrights Will. 


Ansr. | was and the substance of said will as well as | recollect was as follows he 
bequeathed to Polly Davidson all that part of the tract of land on which he 
resided lying on the south side of Beaver Creek & that part of said land lying on 
the north side of Beaver Creek he bequeathed to Thomas P. Wright all of his 
slaves were to be equally divided between Polly Davidson and Thomas P. Wright 
his Stock of all kinds & his crop on hand were to be disposed of for the payment 
of his just debts & if any balance was left that was to be equally divided betwen 
the above named parties If Polly Davidson should have a child in the lifetime of 
said Wright or within nine months after in that case Polly Davidson & her heirs 
were to enjoy the estate willed to her other ways she was to have a life estate in 
it The property to go to Thomas P. Wright at her death Stephen Perrow & 
Arthur Letchford were Executors in the Will 


Qu 2nd By the same Were you not living with Robert Wright before and at the 
time of his death Ansr. | was 
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Qu 3d Do you or do you not Recollect at what time the aforesaid will was signed 
& acknowledged by Robert Wright Ansr. | recollect that it was in the year 
eighteen hundred & sixteen but am not certain at what time of the year 


Qu 4th Were you or were you not present on the evening before Robert Wrights 
death and if you were did you not se & hear myself and James Williams read the 
above mentioned Will 


Ansr. | was present & did see & hear you read it 


Qu 5th Was not Robert Wright at that time out of his senses and apparently 
dieing Answer. he was. 


Qu 6th Did he not continue from that time until he died in a deranged state of 
mind Ansr. he did 


Qu 9th by Samuel Flemming Deft. Did you or did you not know of a quarrel 
between Robert Wright and James Williams 


Ansr. Perhaps about eighteen months or two years before Robert Wrights death 
| did hear of a misunderstanding between said Wright and Williams Respecting 
an attack made by some negros on Robert Wright" 


Deposition of Lewis Franklin: 


",...Anr Some few weeks befor Robert Wrights death perhaps about the time 
of the September Superior Court Rober Wright staed all night with me when he 
observed that his family were sick and he believed that he should die before long 
& had made a Will This Deponent then asked Wright how he had disposed of 
his property he then told this deponent that he had divided his property equally 
between the Woman that lived with him and his child by his other wife he said 
that the lands on the side of Beaver Creek where his house stands he had Willed 
to the Woman which he then had & the lands on the other side to his sone by his 
other woman | understood Polly Davidson to be the woman who lived with him 
which he called his wife 


Qu2 by the same Were you or were you not present at Campbell Courthouse at 
the September Superior Court before Robert Wrights death and did you then 
heare him conversing with me about his business and was he not then shedding 
tears 
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Ansr. As well as | recollect he was at the Septr. Superior Court before Robert 
Wrights death | saw and heard him and your in conversation about his affairs 
when Robert Wright shed tears plentifully and further this Deponent sayeth not. 


Lewis Franklin" 


Deposition of Patterson Gilliam: 


",...Answer. On the first day of Campbell April Superior Court in the year 1818 
as well as | recollect Robert Wright at Campbell Court House told me he had 
made his will. | had previously understood from Colo. Daniel B. Perrow that 
some of said Wright's neighbours had fallen out with him and amongst others 
Stephen Perrow, and Fleming Duncan, and in the conversation which took place 
between said Wright myself at Campbell Court House, mentioned this 
information to him. He appeared to be very much astonished, and distressed at 
the informtion, and stated that he did not believe that Stephen Perrow was 
unfriendly to him - that he would not for any thing in the world have it to be the 
case as he had made his will, and left the said Stephen Perrow one of his 
executors. The said Wright on the following day told me he had seen Stephen 
Perrow, and that everything was perfectly explained, and settled between them 
and they were on the most friendly terms. In the conversation at the court above 
mentioned the said Wright told me that there was a misunderstanding or dispute 
between him, and Colo. Perrow, but that he did not know that there was any 
dispute between him & any of his other neighbours." 


Deposition of Daniel B. Perrow, Jr.: 


",.../1 was at Mr Williams in the year 1817 as well as remembered on a visit, he 
abused Ro Wright very much to me & cursed him called him a damed yeller 
rascal, that he wished that he could meet him on the long mountain, or in some 
of the secret hollows with a stick a little larger than the one he then had in his 
hand; the cause of the diference this deponent understood from Williams, that 
he had heard that Wright should have accused him of cutting his timber and that 
if he ever found Ro Wright looking about his lines he would shoot him, as he had — 
understood Wright had threatened to shoot him, this deponent informed Williams 
that Wright had always been considered respectable. this affiant never heard 
that the difference had been adjusted. 


Qust by Deft. Did you hear Mr Williams give contradictory testimony on the trial 
of the will case in November 1818. Anr. | did. 


By same Did you hear Davidson give testimony as above. | dont recollect that | 
did. 


Qust by same Did you know of a personal difference between S. Perrow & Ro 
Wright 
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Anr. | believe | heard Mr Perrow say that Robert Wright had accused him him 
and Fleming Duncan of taking his hogs. Which very much enraged S Perrow. 
And he does not know that the difference has been adjusted. 


By same. Did you hear S. Perrow a few months before Wrights death threaten 
to have his guns taken from him and to present him for living with a concubine? 
Anr. | dont remember as to guns Mr Perrow talked about having him presented - 
this was about the time of the above report and difference. 


Qust by pit. Did you not hear that | (S Perrow) had heard this report from a 
negro. Anr. He stated to me that a negro of Mr. had informed him. 


Question by same. You say that James Williams gave contradictory evidence on 
the trial of the will case in Nov. 1818, in what did that contradictory evidence 
consist? 


Answer. He first stated to the court that he the said Williams read the will to 
himself, and he afterwards stated that he read it loud enough for William 
Davidson who sat near him, to hear it. 


D. B. Perrow, Jr." 


Deposition of William B. Perrow: 


",...By same. Had not Wright a mother living with him, and had he not 
brothers and sisters who were needy, and did he not frequently aid them? Anr. 
he had a mother living in a house near him - he also had brothers and sisters 
some of them needy. | have understood that he aided them. 


Question by Plaintiffs. Did you not know that there was a difference, or 
misunderstanding between Robert Wright, and his mother at the time of his 
Death? 


Answer. | have understood that there were frequent misunderstandings between 
them, but | do not know that there was any difference between them at the time 
of his Death. 


Question by same. Did not Robert Wright's wife whom he first married run off 
from him with a man of the name of Arthur, and did not Robert continue until the 
time of his Death very much exasperated with her for so doing? 


Answer. | believe that she did run off with Arthur twice. After she run off the first 


time he took her back, but after she ran off the second time, | believe he was 
very much exasperated against her, and continued so till his Death. 
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Question by same. Do you not know that Robert Wright was very much attached 
to the plaintiff Polly Davidson, and continued so til his Death? 


Answer. | do not know as to his attachment to her they lived together until he 
died, and | never heard that there was any affray, or misunderstanding between 
them. 


Question by the same. Do you know that Robert Wright and Stephen Perrow 
were raised in the same neighbourhood boys together, and were in the general 
friendly, and intimate, and do you know of your own knowledge of any dispute 
between them? 


Answer. They were raised together in the same neighbourhood, and | believe 
were in the general friendly nor do | know of any of my own knowledge of any 
dispute between them... ." 


Deposition of Campbell Franklin: 


",...Mr Robert Wright came into this deponents grocery a month or two before 
his death in company with one of the Mr. Davidson's, which this deponent took to 
be Wrights wifes brother. he Davidson asked Wright to purchase some articles 
from the deponant in his line of business. Wright replied they had lived upon him 
long enough, and they should not continue much longer upon him this deponent 
understood from the remark the family of Davidsons in which Wright had 
connected himself... ." 


Deposition of William Thompson, Jr.: 


",... Qust by Deft. Was there not a great misunderstanding between Robert 
Wright & a certain James Williams who has given evidence in this cause just 
before Wrights death? | 

Anr. | believe there was a difference between James Williams and Robert 


Wright, that he heard said Williams curse and abuse said Wright and that he 
would cain the d_m Rascal or something to that amount. 


By same, Is this Polly Davidson not a woman of bad character, and did she not 
live with Wright as a concubine? 


She is a white woman and lived with Robin Wright a man of colour as a wife" 


Deposition of John Depriest: 
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",... Qust by Pit. Was not Wright a young and healthy man, and did he not bid 
fair to become an old man. Anr. He appeared healthy, about 33 or 34 years of 
age. 


By same |s it usual for men in the vigor of life to make a will. Anr. | think it not 
the custom... ." 


Deposition of Betsey Godsey: 


",... Quest by Defs. Did you not know of a diference between Ro Wright & 
Stephen Perrow not long before W's death and did you not hear Wright threaten 
to shoot Perrow? 


Anr. There was a quarel. | heard Perrow curse and abuse Wright at his own 
house. | also heard Wright abuse Perrow and threaten to shoot him. Perrow 
said he intended to inform the grand jury at the next court, and have his white 
wife taken away from him and also to take away all of his W's gunns. 


By same What did you hear Wright say about Perrow aiding his first wife in run 
away from him’? 


Anr. | heard him say that he believed it was S. Perrow & Wiley who conveyed 
her away to Arthur and that he never would be friendly with him to his grave. 


By same. What did you ever hear any thing of Wrights giving a bond to Miss 
Davidson, on making a will if so what was it. Anr. | never heard him say any 
thing about a will. | heard him (W.) say that when he was drunk he had given her 
his bond for $1000, but when he got sober he took it from her and tore it up. 


By same. What do you know of S. Perrows conduct toward Wrights aged 
mother since Wrights death? 


Anr. He said she ought to have been kicked down the hill many a day ago and 
had her neck broke. He ordered the negroes not to cary her a stick of wood, ora 
drop of water. 

Question by Plaintiffs. When and where did you hear Robert Wright say that he 
believed Stephen Perrow & Wiley had assisted his wife in running away, and that 
he never would be friendly with Stephen Perrow to his grave? 

Answer. It was in his own House not very long before his own Death. 


Question by same. Where did you hear Perrow abuse Robin Wright, and who 
was present? 
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Answer. It was at Stephen Perrow's own House, and none but his family were 
present. 


Question by same. Who was present when S. Perrow abused Robin's mother? 
Answer. | believe Mr. John Akers was present but | am not certain. 


her 
Betsey + Godsey" 
mark 


Deposition of Catharine Stockton: 


",... That some time before the Death of Robert Wright dec. the Deponent met 
with the said Robert in the town of Lynchburg, and in the course of conversation 
with him this Deponent asked him whether it was true as she had heard, that 
Nancy Caffery the Sister of the plaintiff Polly Davidson alias Polly Wright, had 
been turned out of the Baptist Church, in consequence of the said Polly having 
gone to live with him the said Robert. He the said Robert replied that it was not 
true that all the relations of the said Polly were pleased at her living with him. 
This deponent then inquired of said Robert whether he had married the said 
Polly, or how he had got her to live with him. He answered & said that he had 
hired her. This deponent then inquired what wages he gave her. He answered 
& said that she should have the half of all he was worth if she bore him children. 
That he had made his will in that way. That he had left Stephen Perrow & Arthur 
Litchford executors of his said will, & it was witnessed by James Davidson, & 
Charles Caffery. This Deponent had heard of said will & its contents from the 
said James Davidson & Charles Caffrey before the conversation above stated 
with the said Robert... ." 


Deposition of Jaret Williams: 


",... That the winter before Robin Wright died this deponent was at the house of 
Colo. Daniel B. Perrow in company with Stephen Perrow, when said Stephen 
Perrow told the said Daniel B. Perrow that one of Stewart's negroes told him the 
said Stephen & Fleming Duncan that Robin Wright had cursed them for rascals, 
and said that they had not done what they had promised him to do (which was to 
go with him in the wood hunting their Hogs) and that he considered them no 
better than thieves & that he had accused his the negro's master with the same. 
That Fleming Duncan had asked him the said Stephen on hearing this news, 
whether he was not going down to see said Robin on the subject, but that he the 
said Stephen had replied that it was useless to do so, as it being negro's news, 
Robin would deny it. That he new Robin better than he did, & to let him alone 
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Deposition of Patterson Gilliam: 


",...Qust by Deft. Did you, or did you not, tell Rob Wright at Campbell Court 
house that Mr. Perrow intended to present him for living in adultry with Polly 
Davidson, and that Duncan was going to whip him for his having caled him & S. 
Perrow hogg thieves? 


Anr. | don't remember as to the presentment. | told him that Duncan going to 
whip for having used the expression. 


Qust by same Was not Wright much alarmed to all appearances. Anr. he 
appeared very much alarmed. 


By same. Did you not hear S. Perrow & Davidson say that they difered in 
opinion with Williams on the subject of the will? Anr. | heard Perrow say that he 
and Davidson was of the opinion that the property was left to Polly Davidson 
absolutely. Mr. Williams thought it reverted back to his child Thomas Wright at 
her death. 


Question by Pltffs. What was the cause of Robins alarm when you gave him the 
information above mentioned? 


Answer. After denying having said what Stephen Perrow had heard he said 
about him, he stated that he had appointed said Perrow his executor, and that he 
would be very sorry that he should fall out with him, or words to that effect. 


Question by same. Did you not hear Colo. Perrow say that Stephen Perrow had 
threatened to present Robin Wright, but that he believed he did not intend to do 
it, but merely stated so to screen Robin, & prevent his being presented by him? 


Answer. | heard Colo. Perrow say that Stephen Perrow had told him he had 
made a motion to the grand jury to present Robin, but that he the said Colo. 
Perrow did not know whether to believe it, or not; he had a thought that Stephen 
had told him so to merely prevent him, or some other person from presenting 
him. 


Qust by Deft. What induced you to make the communication to Wright at 
Campbell Court house, and did not you think Wright in dainger? 


Anr. It was from my former acquaintance with Robert and my belief that he was 
in dainger. 


Question by Pltff. What is the character of Levina Baker a witness who has 
given her evidence in this cause and do you think her entitled to credit on oath? 
Answer. As to her character upon oath | have no right to dispute it. Her general 
character is that she is a lewd woman. 
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Question by same. Does not the said Levina spend the greater part of her time 
at Betsey Wrights (a free woman of color in Lynchburg and a notorious 
prostitute? Answer. | have frequently seen her there. 


Question by Defendant. did not Robert Wright ask you to go home with him 
shortly before his last illness for fear Stephen Perrow would murder him. Answer 
he asked me to go to aid him in making peace between them. Would it not be a 
great advantage to Stephen Perrow from his present circumstances to be 
Executor of & get possession of Robert Wrights estate. 


Answer. | certainly think it would. 


Do you not believe that a majority of the neighbours say that Catherine Stockton 
is abad woman. A majority do say so... ." 


Deposition of Agnew Lewis: 


",...90me time in about three years ago she was removing back & meet Rob 
Wright in the town of Lynchburg who said to the witness that he intended soon to 
remove himself because he had so many enimys about him & that Stephen 
Perrow had been killing his Hoggs for three years that he lost horse & hoggs by 
the Bite of amad Dogg. The witness asked Rob Wright if he intended taking 
Polly Davidson with him who answered he did not because there was a bitter 
(little ) falling out between them as he had torn up a bond which he had given 
when he was drunk for her support of one thousand Dollars. 


Question by Defent do you know that Stephen Perrow and Robert Wright were 
enemys or on bad terms before the death of Rob Wright Answer | heard Robert 
Wright say so about one year before he died. 


Question by same What kind of a woman was Polly Davidson. She did not 
support a good character by her neighbours... ." 


Deposition of Levina Baker: 


",... ohe was at the house of Robert Wright the fall before he died when the 
said Wright sent a message to Stephen Perrow & Dunkin if they did not quit 
killing his hoggs he would way lay them in the mountain & shoot them. That 
some time afterward Mr. Perrow came to where this deponant was and enquired 
of me, and said that he should enquire of all the neighbours of his conduct and 
said that at the next grand jury he intended to present him for living with Polly 
Davidson, a white woman, and further that he would take his guns from him. 


Qust. by Deft. Did you ever hear Wright say that he was afraid S. Perrow & 
James Williams would kill him or do him other injury? Anr. | have, frequently. 
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Qust. by same did you see Polly Davidson in or about the time of Wright's death 
& what was the conversation. Ansr. | was there on the eveing before he died, 
and again on the next morning. when | inquired of Polly Davidson what he had 
done with his worldly affairs. She replied he had made no provision for her & 
asked her if she would not get the $1000 for which he had given his bond. She 
replied no, that he had destroyed all his writings for her benefit before his Death. 


Qust by same. Did not you hear Robert Wright say that he had to tell Patteson 
Gilliam, that he had made a will and also to tell him that he had appointed S. 
Perrow his Execur. for the purpose of keeping peace. Anr. | did hear him say he 
had to tell Gilliam so in defense of his own life or words of that effect... ." 


Deposition of John Hoar: 

",... Do you know that Polly Davidson alias Polly Wright was delivered of a child 
a few days after Robert Wrights Death & if you do, do believe that Robert Wright 
is the father of it. 

Answer. | have every reason to believe that she was & | have every reason to 
believe that Robert Wright was the father of it as its colour & features 
corresponded with his. 

Question by Ditto 

Did you not live in the House of Robert Wright a considerable time during which 
time he lived with Polly Davidson Alias Polly Wright as though they had been 
man & wife in the utmost Harmony. 

Answer | did & they lived as man & wife Harmoniously as | believe. 

Question by ditto 


Did Polly Davidson alias Polly Wright take charge of the Domestick affairs of the 
House of Robert Wright. 


Answer. To all appearances she did. 
Question by Samuel Fleming 


Did you not a few days before the Death of Robert apply to him for some money 
& if you did what was his answer 


Answer | did & his answer was that he had no money then, but so soon as he 


could get it he would pay me, & about the same time Ralleigh Chilton's boy 
applied for some money & received about the same ansr... ." 


0099B(082105) | 221. 


Deposition of Daniel B. Perrow: 


",...ls not Thos. P Wright alias Thos P Godsey the issue of a pretended 
marriage between negro Robt & Polly Godsey a white woman 


Ansr. | believe he is 


Quest by same Did this Polly Godsey leave negro Robt and go into parts 
unknown or not 


Ansr. | understood that she left him and went to the State of Tennessee 


Quest by same. Did this negro Robt take to live with him Polly Davidson a white 
woman who lived in cohabitation with him to the day of his death 


Ansr. | believe he did - and that they lived together until the day of his death 


Quest. by same Is Martha Ann Davidson alias Martha Ann Wright the issue of 
this connection between negro Robt & Polly Davidson 


Ansr. | understood that they had a child 
Quest by same How long has that child been dead 
Ansr | do not know but understood that it died shortly after its birth... ." 


Deposition of Jonn Gardner: 


",... That He had been acquainted with Mr. Thomas Wright for about thirty 
three years and that some two or three years after his acquaintance with him that 
he heard him say that he had carried Robert (calling him his Robin) to the Court 
house and had set him free and that it was his intention to give him his estate if 
he should out live him. And that he had frequently heard the said Thos Wright 
say in his drinking fits that none of his blood relations should ever have any of his 
estate if he could help it for that he had rather give it to the poor of the County of 
Campbell than that any of them should have it 


Quest by Defts Was this Robin a mullato boy or not 
Ansr. He was. 
Quest by same Did you know that he was the son of Silvia or no 


Ansr. He was generally understood to be the son of Silvia 
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Quest by the same. Did he or not take him and keep him in the house pretty 
much 


Ansr. When | was there he generally slept with him though he did not eat at the 
table with him but was generally in the house with him 


Quest by same Do you know whether he took any pains in his education or not 


Ansr. | know that he carried him down to Robt Richardson to keep store and 
sent him to school also and furnished him with a horse to attend his school... ." 


Deposition of George Mackey: 


",... Quest by Defts. Were you at work at Robert Wrights at the time that Polly 
Davidson came to live with the said Wright, and how long did you remain there 
afterwards? 


Ansr. | was at Robert Wrights when Polly Davidson came there and | lifted her 
off of the horse & | remained there at time off and on for six months afterwards. 


By same At what period of the year of 1816 did she come to live with Robert 
Wright? 


Ansr it was in the fall season. There were cold nights and white frosts. 

By same. Did not Ro Wright on the same day or the day after she came to live 
with him give his bond to her for one thousand dollars and were you not a 
subscribing witness to said bond 

A. He give his bond to her the same night, & | was a witness to it but for what 
sum | do not recollect it was either for a Thousand dollars or a Thousand 
pounds. 


By same. Was not John McLening who was also living with Ro Wright the other 
witness to the bond? 


A. he was & | think there was a third witness a Mr. Williams who was over seer 
for Nick Harrison 


By same. At what time did you first see James Davidson the father of said 
complainant at Ro Wrights house, was it not five or six months thereafter? 


Ansr. | saw him at Robert Wrights during my stay there but at what period of the 
time | do not recollect 
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By same. Did not the said Davidson effect to be displeased at his daughters 
living in adultry with Wright a coloured man? 


Ansr. | do not recollect to have heard any such thing from him 
By same. Were you not in habits of intimancy with Ro Wright, and did you not 
board & lodge at this house at the time Polly Davidson came to his house and for 


8 or 10 months after? 


Ansr. | did board & lodge there at the time Polly Davidson came to his house but 
how long afterwards | do not recollect" | 


By same. Was not Wright after Miss Davidson came to live with him constantly 
deranged from intemperance? 


Ansr. he was in a habit of Intemperance both before and after Miss Davidson 
came to Live with him 


By same Do you think at any time in 1816 after the compl came to live with 
Wright, that he was in a situation to make a will? 


Ansr. He was an industrious man and was sober at times, but took frequent 
frolicks. 


Qust By same From Wrights intemperance and consequent Derangement of 
mind did you not leave his imployment without being able to effect a settlement 
of your accounts with him, and were you ever able to effect the settlement at all 
with him? 


Ansr. Wright & myself had a verbal settlement before | left him, but Just at the 
time | left his house he was not capable of doing any business 


By same. Did Wm Davidson brother of Polly live at Wrights in fall 1816? 


Ansr. There was a brother of hers there the fall that | worked there but | do not 
know whether his name was William or not. perhaps it was 


By same. How long was it before you saw Wm Davidson at Wrights? 
Ansr. | can not say how long. 


By same. Did not you often hear Ro Wright speak unfriendly of Stephen Perrow 
his alledged Executor? 
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Ansr. | have heard him speake in a Disrespectful way of Perrow but when | saw 
them together, they appeared as greate as Brothers. 


By same. Did you not hear him complain of Stephen Perrow & Wily having 
assisted Mr. Arthur in seducing and carrying away Ro Wrights wife? 


Ansr. | never heard him complain of Stephen Perrow, about his wife but | have 
heard him abuse Wily frequently about assisting to carry away his wife... ." 


Deposition of Robert C. Wright: 


",... That he was walking in company of said Robert, who called himself Robert 
Wright, at the read Oak camp meeting, and Robert said his wife was gone and 
left a child and he believed her to be a whore for she left a child and she said 
she never would have a child to live by him for Robert said the child was catched 
in his net and he must get some one to raise it, and he offered to pay me to my 
satisfaction, if | would take it and raise it my own was | would if my wife was 
willing. Robert said the child was not his for the child would show for itself for 
them that she had before this shewed for themselves, & further Robert said he 
believed this Thomas P. Wright to be a child of Arther's that carried his wife away 


The 1819 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed the 
estate of Robert Wright with the following household: 


| Persons Names 
Date of Chargable W.O. $S$.O.  $S.O. S. 


the list with the Tax 16_ 16_ 12 _ Horses Horses 
Robert Wright Esta 6 6 


2 wheel 2Wheel 4 Wheel 4 Wheel Amot of 
Rate Carriages Carriages Carriages Carriages the Tax 


Coverg under$100 over $100 under $300 Over$300 D_ cts Proof 


0.28 


This record identifies the household as that of 1818 Robert Wright of Campbell County 
and the number of slaves and horses also identifies the Robert Wright households in 
the 1806 through 1817 Personal Property Tax Lists as belonging to 1818 Robert 
Wright. 
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The 1819 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed the estate of Robert 
Wright with the following property: 


Persons Names Places of Estate No of Namesof Yearly Rent 
Owning Land Residence  inLand lotts Towns of lotts 


Robert Wright Esta Campl 


Course & Rateof Total Amt 
Quantity Situation distance land Valuation of Tax Alterations 
of land of Land Chouse pacre' oflLand D. Cts the last Year 


370 beavrCk /7NE 1.98 133.50 0.91 not altd. 


The 1819 Land Tax List for Bedford County, Virginia, listed Robert Wright with 
the following property: 


No of Name of 
Names of Owners Residence Estate Town Lots Town 
Robert Wright fee 
Yearly Rent Amtof Tax No. of Acres 
of Lots on Lots of Land Description of Land 

56 
Distance & Rate Total Amount of Tax Total Amount 
bearing From ofLand Amount OnLand at 75¢ Of Tax On 
the Court House PAcre ofLands P100%$ Value Lots & Land 
17 9.50 .08 


The 1820 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed the 
estate of Robert Wright with the following household: 


Date of | Persons Names Charge- W.O. S.O. S.O. Horses’ S Horses 
Lists able with The Tax 16 £16. 12 _ &C &V 





Robt Wrigh Estat 6 2) 
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2W P&S. P&S Coaches Coaches 
Cargs Not 2WCargs Wagsnot Wags notExg &cExg 
Rate of Exg$100 Exg. $100 Exg.$200 Exg. $200 $300 $300 


Covering Value Value Value Value Value Value 
Amt. of Tax 
$ Cts Proof 

5.10 


The 1820 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed the estate of Robert 
Wright with the following property: 


Distance 

Names of Estate Noof Description bearing 
Owners Residence inLand Acres oftheland Co House 
Robert Wright Esta | 370 beavrCr.  7NE 
Value of Sum add.on Total Amt of 
land pacre a/cbuildings Value the Tax 
D cts D cts Dcts D. Cts ‘Remarks &c 

27.00 500.00 9990.00 12.49 


The 1820 Census for Campbell County, Virginia, listed the estate of Robert 
Wright with the following household: 

Names of Heads Free White Free White 

of Families Males Age Females Age 


Robt Wrights Est 


Number in Number in Number in 
Foreigners Agriculture Commerce Manufacture 
5 
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Free Free 
Slaves Slaves Colored Colored All Other 
Male Age Female Age Males Age Females Age Persons 








1 45+ 1 45+ 1 45+ 
2 26-45 2 26-45 1 14-26 
2 0-14 4 0-14 
The oldest free colored female in the household was probably Sylvia Wright, the mother 
of Robert Wright. 
The 1821 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed the 
estate of Robert Wright with the following household: 





Date of Persons Names Charg- S.O. horses §S Rate 
Lists able With The Tax 12 _ &C horses COVG 
Robert Wright Esta 6 <) 


2Whi 2Whi P&S. P&S _ Coches 

carg cargs Waggs Waggs &c Coches 

NoExg Exg NotExg Exg Not Exg &c Exg 

$100 $100 $200 $200 $300 $300 Amt. of Tax 

Value_ Value Value Value Value Value D cts Proof 


3.8574 


The 1821 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed the estate of Robert 
Wright with the following property: 





Estate No of — Descrip- Course & 
Names of Place of in Acres __ tion of Distance 
Owners Residence Land of Land the Land Co House 
Robert Wright Est 3/70 beavr Crk 7 NE 
Value of Sum added Total Amo of 
land p acre __ for buildings Value Tax Alterations 
D cts D cts D cts D.Cts the last year 

27.00 500.00 9990.00 8.99 not altd. 
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On October 8, 1821, at Campbell County, Virginia, W.B. 4/361 an accounting for 
the estate of Robert Wright for the period November 16, 1818, through September 10, 
1821, was filed: 

"Estate. of Robert Wright In acct with Saml Fleming Curator 


1818 
Novr 16 ToC Franklin as per recpt $.50 
Daniel Brown Do 1.00 
Decr 2 "Wm Davidson Order 10.50 
15 "Liggat & Matthews rect 35.00 

19 " do do 5.877% 

24 "Wm Davidson recpt | 5.00 

1819 
Jany 16 "Liggat & Matthews 1.75 
Febr 2 "do do 6.50 
5 "R&R Thurmon rect 1.12 
10 "T&D Higginbotham do 165.55 
March 3 " do do 59.78 
3. "Charles Lewallen 6.25 
31 "Liggat & Matthews 9.00 
31 "H Davis : 7.09 
May 22 "Charles Lewallin | 1.97 
June “7 #'"Winston & Duget as pr rect 31.00 
8 "Joseph Dinwiddie do 9.78 

sepr 5 "John Reid as per rect 2.8/2 

13 “Christopher Anthony rect 104.17 
JB Risqua do 37.00 
24 "H. Davis do 1.93 
25 "James Gilliam rect 13.77 
" Clerk Ticket 1.06 
Novr 13 "Wm Thompson rect for Schooling T.P.W. 8.00 
26 "John Dickey rect 3.15 
Decr 4 " John Poe as per rect 7.50 
"Clerks & Sheriffs 34.91 

1820 
Jany 28 " Thomas Boa as pr rect 7.50 
April 10 "Wm McAllister as pr rect of H. Godsey 7.87 
Feby 5 "Clerk & Sheriffs Tickets 26.82 
Decr 7 "FF &D Higginbotham rect 42.16 
"H Davis rect 11.85 

1821 
Jany 5 "L Perrow, as pr rect. 35.53 
Febry 5 " John Gardner as pr rect 5.40 
17 "Georg Byrd do 3.00 
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March 3 "H Davis do 3.34 








14 "Shearer for McAllister as pr rect 20.39 

April 14 " James Gilliam Rect 28.16 
June 23 "H. Davis as pr do 2.19 
Augt 15 "Fields per Gibbs as per rect 6.51 
16 "Capt Hoar Judgment per Reveley 35.25 
Septr25 "Galt Bullock & Co as pr rect 2.49 
Jennings Judgment per Talbert 14.17 

Sheriff Ticket 15.85 

847.12 

To Commission $847.12 at 5 p Cent 42.35 

$889.47 


Estate of Robert Wright In acct. with Saml Fleming Curator 


1818 
Decr 15 By Cash recd of Wm Mitchel 40.00 
1819 
Feby 20 "Cash recd of Dr John J Cabell 18.1272 
"Cash Do of D J White 165.55 
" Cash do of Capt Talifero 17.66 
March 3 "Cash do of Mr W Brown 56.66 
June 14 "Cash do of the Sale of 2 Barrels Corn 9.00 
24 "Cash do of Martin Hancock on a/c 7.50 
" Cash do for Sime 5.00 
" Cash do for 1/2 Barrel of corn 
from J Depriest 2.00 
July 20 "Cash do of R Chilton assumed for T Branch 16.00 
Augt 25 "Cash recd for 1 bbl Corn 4.50 
sept 29 "Cash do of Chs Lewallin for 4 bbls Corn 
at $4.50 p bbl 18.00 
Octr 18 "Cash do of Wm. Fopp per acct for lime 12.50 
25 "Cash do of Chs Lewallen for 2 bbls corn 10.00 
" Cash recd of J Dannel (overseer) Corn 
& Hay | 56.83 
" Cash recd of G. Dannel do for Small Beef 6.00 
"do do 6.00 
June 22 "Cash recd of Alex Bridgeland as per acct 18.25 
July 10 "Cash recd of DB Perrow for corn 12.25 
Augt 1 " Cash recd of P Moore for lime as pr acct 1.377% 
3 "Cash recd J Depriest for Corn 0.50 
28 "Cash recd of M Elliott for lime as per 
acct 5.00 
Sept 6 #£'"Cashrecd for lime — 6.75 
30 "Cash recd of J Daniel for 1 Small Beef Sold 6.00 
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Octr 12 
1821 
Jany 30 


Febry 10 
March 
March 25 


sept 10 


" Cash recd for 46 bushel & 30 Ib of Wheat 


" Cash recd of Wm Johnson per rect for Tobacco 
" Cash recd for oats sold at different times 
" Cash recd for 2 loads of Hay 
"Cash recd J. Gardner per Dr Humphreys ) 
which he owed for load of oats ) 
"Cash recd of E Gilliam for 6 bbls of corn 
"Cash recd of MW Brown 
"Cash recd of Wm Fopp for 1000 bus of lime 
"Cash recd of Robt Hunter for 32 bus of lime per acct 


Cash recd of John Graham for note 

Carried over 

Contrary Credit 
By boarding Washing and making for Thos P Wright ) 
Two year and Eight Months at four dollar p month ) 
By 87 days traveling and attending to the business _) 
of the Estate of Robert Wright dcd @ $1 per day ) 
By 6 Months Tuition of Thomas A Wright under the _ ) 
Care of David Hancoast ) 
By 11 days labour in Harvest @ $1 pr day 
By Cash Paid for Coffin 
By Cash paid for repairs of Waggon Wheel 


Amount of disbursements 
$1128.47 


Amount of receipts 125.68 
402.79 


32.25 


7.63 
9.75 
12.00 


9.00 
12.00 
30.00 

400.00 
3.00 
$713.8. 
12.60 
725.68 





128.00 
87.00 


7.50 
11.00 
3.00 
2.50 
$239.00 
889.47 
1128.47 





Agreeable to an order of the Worshipful Court of Campbell requiring us to settle 
with Samuel Fleming his acct current of the Estate of Robert Right decd, we 
have according proceeded and carefully examined the above account and find 
the Same supported by proper Vouchers: of the above account of $847.12 
Cents, also we certify the Commission upon that amount Charged by said 
Fleming to be reasonable. Given under our hands this 4th day of October 1821 
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Joseph Chilton 
William Clement 
Francis Graham 
John Graham 


231. 


We also certify that the above amount upon Settlement as above appears to be 
due Samuel Fleming. Given under our hands this 4th day of October 1821 


Joseph Chilton 
William Clement 
John Graham 
Francis Graham 


At a Court held for Campbell County October 8th 1821 The within account 
Current of the Estate of Robert Wright decd with Samuel Fleming his Curator 
was Exhibited in Court and ordered to be recorded. 


Exd Teste 
John Alexander Clk" 


The 1822 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed the 


estate of Robert Wright with the following household on March 19: 


Persons Names 


Date of Chargable S.O. horses S&S Rate 
Lists With The Tax 12 _ &C horses covg 
Mar 19 Robert Wright Esta 7 4 


2 Whi 2Whil P&S. P&S Coches 

carg cargs Waggs Waggs &c Coches 

No Exg Exg Not Exg Exg NotExg &cExg- Ant. 

$100 $100 $200 $200 $300 $300 of Tax 

Value Value Value Value Value Value D cts Proof — 





4.25 


The 1822 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed the estate of Robert 


Wright with the following property: 





No of — Descrip- Course & 
Names of Place of Estate Acres __ tion of Distance 
Owners Residence inLand of Land the Land Co House 
Robert Wright Esta 370 beavr Crk 7 NE 
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Value land Sum added Total Amt. 


p acre for buildings Value of Tax Alterations 
D cts D cts Dets D. Cts the last year. 
2/.00 500.00 9990.00 8.99 


The 1823 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed the 
estate of Robert Wright with the following household on February 10: 





Date of Blacks Horses, Stud 
receiving Persons Names above Mares Free Horses 
lists of Chargable years Colts and negroes& & Jack 
Individuals with the Tax old Mules Mulattoes Asses 
Feby 10 Robert Wrights Estate 7 | 4 
Rate of Value of 
Covering Riding Riding Amount 
[ferSeason Carriages Carriages of the Tax 

$3.77 


The 1823 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed the estate of Robert 
Wright with the following property: 


Number 
of Acres _ Description 
| Name of Owner Residence Estate of Land of the Land 
Robert Wright's Campbell Fee 3/70 Beavr Crk 
Estate simple 
Distance & Rate of Sum Total Value Amount Explanation 
bearing from theland addedfor oftheLand ofthe of Alterations 
the Court peracre Buildings and Buildings Tax during the 
House Dol _ ¢ Dol ¢ Dol ¢ Dol ¢ preceding year 
7 NE 2/.00 500.00 9990.00 8.00 


The 1824 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed the 
estate of Robert Wright with the following household on March 8: 
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Blacks Horses, Stud 


Date of Persons Names above Mares Free Horses 
receiving lists Chargeable years Coltsand negroes& & Jack 
of Individuals with the Tax old Mules Mulattoes Asses 
March 8 Robert Wrights Estate rf 6 2 
Rate of Covering Riding Value of Riding Amount 
per Season Carriages Carriages of the Tax 

3.53 


The 1824 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed the estate of Robert 
Wright with the following property: 





Number of Description 
Name of Owner Residence Estate Acres of Land of the Land 
Robert Wrights Estate Campbell fee simple 370 Beaver Creek 
- Distance Rate of Sum Total Value Amount Explanation 


& bearing the Land added for of the land of the of Alterations 
from the per Acre Buildings and buildings Tax during the 


CourtHouse Dol _¢_ Dol ¢ Dol ¢ Dol¢ preceding year 
7 NE 27.00 500.00 9990.00 8.00 


The 1825 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed the 
estate of Robert Wright with the following household on February 26: 


Date of Number of Blacks Blacks Horses 

receiving Persons Names white males above above mares 

lists of Chargeable above 16 12 years 16 years mules 

Individuals with the Tax years of age _ old old and Colts 

Feby 26 Robert Wrights | 7 6 2 
Estate | 

Free Stud Rate of Value of 

negroes & Horses & Covering Riding Riding Amount of 


Mulattoes Jack Asses perSeason Carriages Carriages the Tax 
3.53 
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The 1825 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed the estate of Robert 
Wright with the following property: 


Number of Description 
Name of Owner Residence Estate Acres of Land of theland 
Robert Wrights Campbell fee 370 Beaver Creek 
estate simple 
Distance Rate of Sum Total Value Amount Explanation 
& bearing the Land added for of the land ofthe of Alterations 
from the perAcre Buildings and buildings Tax during the 
Court House Dol ¢ Dol ¢ Dol ¢ Dol _¢ preceding year 

7 NE 27.00 500.00 9990.00 8.00 


In March 1825 at Campbell County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 16/110 
the court ordered the commissioners to state and settle the account of Samuel Fleming 
as executor of the estate of Robert Wright: 

"Ordered that the Commissioners formerly appointed to state and settle the a/c 

Currt of Samuel Fleming as Executor of the estate of Robert Wright Deceased 

further state and settle said a/c and make report to Court" 

In September 1825 at Campbell County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 
16/241 commissioners were appointed to settle the account of Samuel Fleming as 
executor of the estate of Robert Wright: 

"Ordered that John Graham, Joseph Chilton and Stephen Perrow having first 

sworn for that purpose state and settle the a/c current of the estate of Robert 

Wright deceased with Samuel Fleming his executor and make report to Court" 

The 1826 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed the estate of Robert 


Wright with the following property: | 
Number of Description 





Name of Owner Residence’ Estate Acres of Land of the Land 
Robert Wrights estate Campbell feesimple 370 Beaver creek 
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Distance Rate of Sum Total value Amount Explanation 

& bearing the Land added for of the land ofthe of Alterations 

from the peracre Buildings and buildings Tax during the 

Court House Dol ct Dol ct Dol ct Dolct preceding year 
7 NE 2/.00 500.00 9950.00 8.00 


On March 15, 1826, at Campbell County, Virginia, W.B. 5/277 the inventory and 
appraisement of the estate of Robert Wright was filed and listed an estate valued at 
$3667, including eleven slaves named Isham, Morris, Myars, Patiance, Sally and her 


two children Eliza and Henry, Dinah and her child Polly, Mary, and Lucky: 
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"An Inventory and appraisement of the Estate of Robert Wright Decd 


One negro man named Isham 
One negro Do Morris 

one do Boy Do Myars 

one do woman Do Pateance 


One do do do Sally & her two children Eliza & Henry 
One Negro woman named Dinah & a girl named Polly 


one negro girl named Mary 

one negro woman named Luckey @ nothing 
The Plantation utensel ploughs &c 

One Bed & Bed stea 

four chars & one old cupboard 

One Dining Table 

One Bureau 

One Small Table & Desk 

One ox Cat 

Three oxen 

Eight head of Cattle 

Eighty seven barrels of corn @ 15¢ 

Hay 

Six thousand weght of Tobacco in the Houses 
Three thousand weight of Fodder @ 3¢ 

Top Fodder 

Shucks 

six hundred weight of Pork (in the pew) @ $4 
sixteen head of Hogs 

one grey horse 

one grey mare 

Three thousand weight of oats 3¢ 

two pair of plough geer @ 6/ 

One cutting Box 


236. 


Ten Barrels of nubbings small corn 7/6 12.50 


One pr And Irons 1.50 
one shut gun 0.00 
3667.00 


In pursuance of an order of the County Court of Campbell hereto annexed we 
the undersigned Begs leave to make the following report that we proceded on 
the 24 day of November 1825 to appraise the Estate of Robert Wright decd 
being all the property which were shown to us by Mr Jerman Jordan amounting 
in the aggregate to the sum of three thousand six hundred and sixty seven 
dollars, agreeable to the foregoing Inventory Given under our hand this 24h day 
of November 1825 | 


John Seay 
William Gaugh 
AL Wyllie 


At a Court Continued and held for Campbell County March 15th 1826 


The within Inventory and appraisement of the estate of Robert Wright decd was 
produced in Court and ordered to be recorded 


Teste 
John Alexander C.C" 
In August 1826 at Campbell County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 17/64 an 
accounting for the estate of Robert Wright was filed for exceptions: 


"An a/c Current of the estate of Robert Wright Decd with Wm. Thompson Jr late 

curator of said estate produced in Court & ordered to lie one month for 

exceptions" 

On August 14, 1826, at Campbell County, Virginia, W.B. 5/346 an accounting for 
the estate of Robert Wright for the period September 19, 1825, through November 
1825 was filed: 


"The Estate of Robert Wright decd 
In a/c with Wm Thompson jr curator for said Estate 


1825 
Septr 19 To 1 days attention to plantation &c 1.00 
20 "1 Do atthe settlement of Flemings a/c with Estate 1.00 
"1 Do at CC house to defend Dinwiddies v sd Estate 1.00 
October1  "1Doto Ro S Colemans to defend T Battles v Do 1.00 
Bal amt paid for tax tickets 9.13 
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4 "41 days attention to plantation 1.00 


Salt bought for the use of sd Estate 1.13 
21 "1 day to C C house to defend Dinwiddies suit 1.00 
Novr "2 days measuring up crop of corn 2.00 
"1 day to Lynchburg to defend Battles suit 1.00 
" Clerks fee for recording Bond as curator 97 
"1 Slate for Thos P Wright 20 
" 2 Bar wheat to sow of Ro Watthall 1.50 
7 21.98 
Cr 
By 1425 lbs oats sold at 3/ pr cwt 7.12 
To amt pd Commissioners for settleing the above a/c 3.00 
$17.86 


Agreeable to an order of the worshipfull Court of Campbell County to us directed 
we the undersigned being first sworn have proceeded to settle the account 
between William Thompson jr & The Estate of Robert Wright decd do find the 
said Estate to be in debted to the said William Thompson in the sum of 
seventeen dollars and eighty six cents Given under our hands this 22nd day of 
July 1826 


Thomas Williams jr 
Thos B McAllister 
Z E Cheatham 


Campbell County to Wit This day Z E Cheatham Thos B McAllister & Thomas 
Williams were duly sworn before me to comply with the requisitions of the within 
order given under my hand this 22nd July 1826 


Th Reid 


At a Court held for Campbell County August 14th 1826 The foregoing account 
current of the estate of Robert Wright decd with William Thompson jr late curator 
of said estate was produced in Court and ordered to lie one month for exceptions 
and at a Court held for said County the 11th day of September following the 
same was again produced in Court & no exceptions having been taken thereto it 
is ordered that said account be recorded 


Exd Teste 
John Alexander CCC" 


In September 1826 at Campbell County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 
17/97 the filing of the accounting for the estate of Robert Wright was also recorded: 
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"An a/c Currt of the estate of Robert Wright Decd with Wm Thompson Curator 
same" 


After the litigation regarding the alleged will of Robert Wright was determined, 
further litigation arose in the estate of Robert Wright. 

In March 1826 Sylvia Wright filed her complaint against the estate of her son 
Robert Wright for an order for her support. That case is part of File 1174 in the 
Superior Court of Law and Chancery, Lynchburg, Virginia. The complaint and record of 
that case provided as follows: 

"Virginia to Wit 


Be it Remembered that at a Court held for the County of Campbell the __ Day of 
March 1826 In the 50 Year of the Commonwealth 


Sylva Wright filed her Bill against German Jordan admr. of Robert Wright 
Deceased and as Guardian of Thomas C. Wright which Bill was in the words and 
figures following to wit To the Worshipfull the County Court of Campbell sitting in 
Chancery your Oratrix Sylva Wright Complaining sheweth to your worships that 
in early life she associated herself with Tho Wright now Deceased and during a 
long period and until his death they lived together in harmony as man and Wife 
that the time of their early association as aforesaid they were both poore having 
no property but that from a long life of industry and economy up to the death of 
said Tho Wright to Wit in the year___— they had acquired a considerable real and 
personal estate greatly more than equal to their support that she bore the said 
Thomas Wright ____ children and to the period of his death desired by her 
Conduct his affection Confidence and support that during the said Thomas 
Wrights illness he had made and executed his Will by which he devised to your 
Oratrix for life a considerable portion of his estate remainder to their offspring 
that after having thus made and published his said Will it was urged upon him by 
his son Ro Wright and other friends that Your Oratrix was old and unable to 
manage the property so devised to her for life and it was afterwards proposed 
that the Will Should be Changed devising the estate to their son Robert who was 
well qualified both by his education and habits to manage the estate to good 
account and that he should oblige himself to afford to your Oratrix a decent 
Support for life which he contracted to do for the Considerations before 
mentioned and honestly fulfilled his agreement until his death to Wit in the Year 
_____ Your Oratrix further represents that after said Roberts death a controversy 
arose about a supposed Will Which has lately been decided that during the 
pendency of that controversy One Sam'l Fleming was by this Court appointed 
Curator of said estate and so continued to act until some time last year during all 
this time your Oratrix was permitted to reside on said estate and was allowed a 
support in persuance of the agreement and understandings as aforesaid but 
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since the termination of said Controversy about the Will as aforesaid the estate 
has been Committed to the hands of One German Jordan of this County for 
administration he has also been assigned Guardian of Thomas P. Wright the 
infant child and only heir at law of said Robert Wright and has in persuance of 
his rights in those capacities taken possession of all the estate hired Out the 
Slaves rented the land sold the Crop stock and all the other personal property 
and thus left your Oratrix in a helpless and distressed Condition for the Ordinary 
Comfort of life and dependant upon Charity in a measure for a support. She is 
old and infirm and unable to Work and without the equitable aid of this Court she 
must become Chargable upon this County this too after a long industrious and 
Virtuous life and after having by the labour of her hands aided in making an 
independant estate and raising a large family Your Oratrix further shews as an 
additional Claim upon said estate that she has raised the infant Child of said 
Robert Deceased he having been abandoned by his mother at a few weeks old 
Your Oratrix believes that Said Jordan Admr is very willing if he can be justified in 
doing so by an order of this Court to Continue the Support of your Oratrix out of 
the profits of the estate during the remnant of her life which from the Cours of 
Nature can be if but a few years duration Your Oratrix charges that the profits of 
Said estate Judiciously managed could not be less than $500 or 600 per annum 
the said Robert as before stated died leaving but one child 10 or 12 years old 
entitled to said estate Your Oratrix being remideless at law but relievable in Chy 
prays that said German Jordan admr and said Thomas P. Wright the infant 
aforesaid by said Jordan to be specially assigned his Gdn in this case may be 
made Defendants to this Bill and answer the same upon Oath that your 
Worships decree to your Oratrix a support for life and of said estate and in the 
mean time allow to her a pendature allowance payable Quarterly from the ‘1st 
Decr last the time at which said Administrator deprived her of her usual Support 
with all Such other and further aid and relief in the premises as may be Just and 
right and as in duty. Sylva Wright. 


And the Defendant filed his Answer to said Bill which was in the Words and 
figures following to wit The Answer Of German Jordan Adm of Ro Wright 
Deceased and as guardian of Thomas P Wright the infant child of Ro Wright 
Deceased to the Bill exhibited by Sylva Wright against them in the Worshipfull 
the County Court of Campbell the Defendant saving &c for answer to said Bill 
says he has reason to believe that the Compt and Thomas Wright Decd lived 
together in harmony as man and wife he also believes it to be true that by their 
united industry they acquired a real and personal estate of considerable value he 
has no personal knowledge relative to the Charges about the said Thomas 
Wright Will he believes it true that Ro Wright during his life supported his Mother 
in a style suited to her Condition in life he also believes it to be true that the 
Compt. raised the Said infant from its early infancy his mother having abandoned 
him at an early age he admits that since his appointment as admr. and Guardian 
as aforesaid he has possessed himself of the estate hired out the slaves rented 
the land and sold off the Crop and perishable estate as he was advised he 
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should lawfully do the said estate being considerably in Debt rendered this _ 
necessary. This Defendant Suppose the annual profits of said estate Will be in 
and about $400 and he is willing that this Court make such decree in the 
premises as in their wisdom may be deemed right and will protect him as admr 
and Guardian as aforesaid and having answered &c prays to be dismissed &c 
Copy of the affidavits in Said Suit to Wit | do hereby Certify that onthe __—_s—~; Day 
____ that Mr. Thomas Wright Deceased she was in Conversation with Robert 
Wright and told him that his mother was much ____ about the Will his answer 
was she need disturb herself about it that he had promised the Old man at the 
time he made the Will that he would maintain her as long as she lived and that 
he had sold two hundred ___ of Wheet amounted to $200 with which he ment to 
buy a girl and let his mother have so that she need never labour any more given 
under my hand this 11 Day of Decr. 1825 | 


Elizabeth Gilliam 


Campbell County Court This is to Certify that Elizabeth Gilliam personally 
appeared before me one of the Justices of the peace for the aforesaid County 
and affirmed that the Within Statement made by her was true and correct to the 
best of her knowledge as given under my hand and seal this 11 Day of January 
1826 


John E. Woodson 


The affidavit of Daniel B. Perrow of lawful age taken at Campbell Court house on 
the 14 Day of March 1826 intended to be red in the Chancery Suit now 
depending in said Court between Sylva Wright Compt and Ro Wrights Admr and 
Thomas P. Wright Defts this affiant being sworn sayth that some time before the 
death of Thomas Wright the said Wright shewed this affiant a Will which he had 
made under which he devised the most of his property for life to Sylva Wright in 
his Will said Wright had appointed this afft as one of the Exrs at an after time the 
said Wright informed him that he had altered his Will and Shewed it to him of this 
affiant objected that deficulty might ensue he replied that the Old Woman did not 
Want the land and that Robert Wright was bound to Support her during her life 
and this affiant knows that he did Support her in a style suitable to her Condition 
during the said Roberts life this affiant further says that Thomas Wright always 
appeared to be much. attached to Sylva and felt considerable solicitude in 
making a provision for her. He had great Confidence in Robert before and at the 
time of his Death. Sworn to before me a Justice of the peace in and for 
Campbell County 14 March 1826 


Jesse Burton 


Copy Decree of Campbell March Court 1826 to Wit Wright against Wright admr 
&c In Chancery German Jordan is assigned by the Court Guardian ad litem to 
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defend the infant defendant in this cause and the same by Consent came on to 
be heard on the Bill Answer and exhibits and Was argued by Counsel on 
consideration of which the Court doth adjudge order and Decree that the Admr of 
Robert Wright Deceased pay to the Plaintiff the sum of One hundred Dollars 
annually for life in quarterly entalment to take effect from the 1 Day of January 
last Out of the estate of the Defendant intestate in his hands to be administered 
and it is further Ordered that the Defendants pay the Cost of this Suit and it is 
further decreed that the Plaintiff have the privilege of obtaining fuel from the 
lands of Robert Wright Deceased for her own use. 

A Copy Teste 

Jno. Alexander CCC" 


In March 1826 in File 1174 the court entered its order directing the payment of 
$100 per year to Sylvia for her life: 
"Campbell March Court 1826 


Silvey Wright | Pet) 
against ) In chy 
German Jordan admn of ) 
Ro. Wright of Tho. P Wright Defts ) 


This cause by consent of parties, came on to be heard upon the bill, answers 
and exhibits, and was argued by counsel, on consideration of which the Court 
doth adjudge order and decree That the admr: of Ro Wright decd pay to the 
plaintiff, the sum of one hundred dollars annually for life in quaterly instalments, 
to take effect from the 1st day of Janr last out of the estate of the defendants 
intestate in his hands to be administered, And it is further ordered that the deft 
pay the cost of this suit - and it is further decreed that the pet. have the priviledge 
of obtaining fuel from the lands of Ro. Wright decd for her use. 


Order 20.- A Copy Teste 
Costs $6.96 John Alexander Clk 
26.96" 


| hereby transfer and assign to Saml Garland twenty dollars and the cost of the 
within decree. 18th March 1826 


Teste | her 
Letisha Wright Silvey X Wright 
mark 
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The pet by counsel excepts to the sufficiency of this paper and calls for the 
record, showing the per__ded consideration & the continuance of the adm 


Janr 1832 G" 


In November 1826 at Campbell County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 
17/134 commissioners were appoint to settle the accounting for the estate of Robert 
Wright with German Jordan: 

"Ordered that Simeon Austin, John Alexander & Joseph Wilson or any two of 

them being first sworn state and settle the a/c Current of the estate of Robert 

Wright Decd with German Jordan his adm and report to Court and also the 

estate of Ro Scott Decd with Thomas West Shff admr & report to Court" 

In December 1826 Sylvia Wright brought a further action against the estate of 
her son Robert Wright for a debt due to her from the decedent. 

"Virginia to Wit 

Plead before the Worshipfull the Justices of the County Court of Campbell the 

day of March 1827 In the __ year of the Commonwealth 


Be it remembered that heretofore to Wit At rules holden in the Clerk's Office of 
the said County Court of Campbell the __ day of December 1826 Silvey Wright 
plaintiff brought her bill and action against German Jordan Admr of Robert 
Wright deceased which is in the following words and figures to Wit: "Campbell 
County to Wit Silvey Wright complains of German Jordan Admr. of Robert Wright 
in Custody &c of a plea of debt that he render unto her the Sum of £46:8:0 lawful 
money of Virginia with legal interest thereon from the 12 day of October 1806 
which he unjustly detains from her, for this to Wit: That the intestate in his 
lifetime on the said 12 day of October 1806 at the Parish of __——s and County 
aforesaid by his certain note in Writing signed with his own proper and now to 
the Court here shewn the date whereof is the same day and year aforesaid 
acknowledged that for the following Sum of money he was indebted (and 
Whenever thereafter required promised to pay) to his Mother the plaintiff Viz:) 
Ten half joes, Twelve Guineas, one piece of four pounds, one do of three 
pounds, one cut piece amounting to £46:8:0 And the Plaintiff avers that the said 
Robert Wright in his lifetime did never pay the said sum of money in said Note in 
Writing mentioned, or any part thereof, altho often required, nor had he the 
Defendant paid the Same or any part thereof to her at any time since the death 
of his intestate although often requested so to do, but the whole sum of £46:8:0 
with interest from the 12 October 1806 by reason whereof and by Virtue of the 
promises an action hath accrued to the plaintiff to demand and have of the said 
defendant the Said Sum of £46:8:0 With interest of aforesaid: Yet the said 
Defendant although often requested the said Sum of money last named hath not 
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paid, but the Same to pay hath hither to wholly refused and still doth refuse so to 
do to the plaintiffs’ damage £100:0:0 and therefore she brings this Suit &c. 


Saml. Garland p.g. 


And the Defendant being arrested and not appearing It is ordered that 
Judgement be entered for the Plaintiff against the Defendant as Admr aforesaid 
for the debt in the declaration mentioned and Costs unless the defendant appear 
at the next rule to be holden in the Clerk's Office of the said County Court and 
answer the Plaintiff's action At Which day to Wit: At a rule day held in the Clerk's 
Office of the County Court aforesaid the ___——s day of January 1827 Came the 
Plaintiff Aforesaid by her attorney and the Defendant Still failing to appear and 
answer the plaintiffs’ action It is ordered that the rule made at the last rule day be 
confirmed unless the Defendant appear at the next Court of Quarterly Session to 
be holden for said County and plead to issue: At which day to Wit: At a Court of 
Quarterly Session continued and holden for the said County the __ day of March 
1828 Came the plaintiff aforesaid by her attorney and the Defendant still failing 
to appear the said Office Judgment remains fully confirmed the same not being 
set aside by the Deft. Copy of the bond upon which this Judgement is founded 
to Wit: "The following Sum of money | am indebted to my Mother Silvey Wright 
(Viz) Ten half joes, Twelve Guieneas, one piece of four pounds, one do. of three 
pounds, one cut piece amounting to £46:8:0." 


Robert Wright 
this 12th Octr 1806 


Upon which Judgment the following Execution issued to Wit: 


"The CommonWealth of Virginia to the Sheriff of Campbell County Greeting We 
commend you that of the goods and chattles of Robert Wright in the hands of 
Greman Jordan his administrator late in your bailwick you cause to be made 
£46:8:- With legal interest thereon from the 12th day of October 1806 till paid 
also $8:09 Cents which Silvey Wright late in our County Court of Campbell hath 
recovered against him as Well for Debt As for his Cash by him about his Suit 
expended if so much thereof he hath in his hands to be administered Whereof 
he is convict as appears to us of record and that you have the Same before the 
Justice of our County Court of Campbell at the Court House on the second 
Monday in June next to render to the said Silvey Wright of the Debt and cost 
aforesaid and Have then there this Writ Witness John Alexander Clerk of our 
Said Court the 21st day of April 1828 for the 52"d Year of The CommonWealth. 


John Alexander 
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Upon which there was an endorsement on the execution to Wit" Memo. This 
execution is exhibited to a credit of $250 paid 16 August 1827 by the purchase of 
a Negro Girl and is directed to be Endorsed for the benefit of John D. Murrill 


Teste John Alexander Clk. 


Upon Which Execution the Sheriff made the following return levied on a Negro 
Girl named Eliza 20 April and sold to John D. Murrell he being the highest bidder 
at the price of One Hundred and thirty dollars which after satisfying this 
execution leaves a balance of twelve dollars and Eighty Seven Cents which is 
applied to the credit of another execution in my hands against the estate of the 
said Robert Wright deceased in the name of Horrell Davies against said Wright 


A Copy Teste John McReynolds DS for 
James Miller Shff | 
John Alexander Clk." 
_ In December 1826 at Campbell County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 
17/161 the accounting for the estate of Robert Wright with German Jordan was filed: 
"An a/c current of the estate of Robert Wright Decd with German Jordan his 
admr produced in Court and ordered to lie one month for exceptions" 
The 1827 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed the estate of Robert 
Wright with the following property: 


Names of Number of Description 
Persons Residence Estate acres of land of the Land 
Robert Wright's estate Campbell fee simple 370 Beaver creek 
Distance Value of Sum Total value Explanation 
and bearing theland added for of the land Amount _ of Alterations 
from the peracre buildings and buildings of the Tax during the 
Courthouse Dol ¢ Dol ¢ Dol ¢ Dol ¢ preceding year 
7 NE 27.00 900.00 9990.00 8.00 


The 1828 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed the estate of Robert 
Wright with the following property: 
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Names of Number of Description 


Owners Residence Estate Acres of Land of the Land 

Robert Wrights estate Campbell fee simple 3/70 B crk 

Distance Rate Sum added Total value Explanation 

and bearing of the land forbuild- oftheland Amount of Alterations 

from the per acre ings Dolls and buildings of the Tax during the 

Court house Dolls Cents Cents Dolls Cents Dolls Cents preceding year 
8 NE 27.00 500.00 9990.00 8.00 


The 1829 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed the estate of Robert 
Wright with the following property: 


Names of Number of Description 
Owners Residence’ _ Estate Acres of Land of the Land 
Robert Wright's Est Campbell = fees 370 Beaver 
Distance Rate Sum added Total value Explanation 
and bearing oftheland forbuild- oftheland Amount of Alterations 
from the per acre ings Dolls and buildings of the Tax during the 
Court house Dolls Cents Cents Dolls Cents Dolls Cents preceding year 
8N 27.00 900.00 9990.00 8.00 


In March 1829, in File 1174 a summons was issued to compel German Jordan to 
pay the annuity due to Sylvia Wright. 

On June 10, 1829, in File 1174 an accounting for the estate was filed by German 
Jordan and to which the guardian of Thomas P. Wright filed exceptions. The 
accounting included listings for payments to Sylvey Wright pursuant to the court order 
and, interestingly, the purchase by Silvey Wright on December 25, 1827, of the slave 
girl Polly for $250. 

On September 14, 1829, at Campbell County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 
19/39 an accounting for the estate of Robert Wright with German Jordan was filed: 


"An account current of the Estate of Robert Wright deceased with German 
Jordan his Admr. Produced in Court and Ordered to lie one month for 
exceptions." 
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The 1830 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed the estate of Robert 
Wright with the following property: 


Names of Number — Description 
Owners Residence Estate pf Acres ofthe Land 
Robert Wrights Est Camp 370 Bv Cr 

Rate of Explanation © 
Distance the land Value of Amount _ of Altera- 
and bearing peracre Amount of the Land of Tax tions during 
from the Dolls Improvements Dolls Dolls the preceding 


Court house Cents Dolls Cents Cents Cents year 1830 


8N 27.00 500.00 9990.00 8.00 


On May 18, 1830, in File 1174 Thomas P. Wright by his guardian William Gough 
sued German Jordan regarding the administration of his father's estate. 


"To the honourable Creed Taylor, judge of the Circuit Court of Chancery for the 
Lynchburg District. 


Your orator Thomas P. Wright a free person of colour, and an infant under the 


age of twenty one years who sues by William Gough, his Guardian , humbly 
complaining sheweth to your honor that his father the late Robert Wright of 
Campbell County a free man of colour departed this life in the year whilst 


your orator was of very tender years, seized and possessed of alarge real 
and personal estate - he is informed there were very few debts owing by his 
father at the time of his death and all might well have been paid without a sale of 
his slaves. 


Your orator understands that after the death of his father, some person 
attempted to set up a spurious will, as his true last will & testament, and during 
the controversy the County Court of Campbell appointed one Sam'l Fleming as 
Curator to take care of and preserve the estate during the controversy about said 
supposed will & who thereupon entered into bond with Sackville King and 
Thomas Franklin his securities in the penalty of $15,000 Conditioned as the law 
directs an official copy of said bond is here filed mark A as part of this bill, he 
then entered upon his duties as Curator and held it several years there was he is 
advised at the time of his so taking possession of said estate a large crop then 
on hand of tobacco, wheat, corn &c and during the several years he had the 
estate continued to make good crops, which he is informed was more than | 
sufficient to have paid all debts agt the estate, but he charges that said Curator 
converted the crops to his own use, few or no debts, except perhaps fees to 
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C. Anthony & J. R. Risque esq. for opposing the said supposed will viz $50X 
each - and yet strange to tell he is informed after his removal from Office he 
___ufactor__ an account, purporting to be a statement of his actings and doings 
as curator and pretended to bring the estate in his debt to the amount of $726.72 
_____ friend of your orator (a poor orphan boy) then but 8 or 9 years old) 
excepted to the account, and objected to its going to record; the said Fleming he 
is informed withdrew it or had it recomitted, and never after offered before the 
Court. - so far from the estate being his Debtor your orator expects to shew by 
proofs that he really owes the estate a larger amount. about this time the said 
Fleming being about to remove to Tennessee, he transfers and assigns to 
Richard G. Haden and German Jordan the balance claimed by him as aforesaid 
forahorse and___—« $50 in money a copy of that assignment is herein filed 
marked B & about this time, the controversy about the Will had terminated. And 
at Novr. Court following the said German Jordan intruded himself and was 
appointed administrator of same estate & entered into bond with the same 

W. Richd G. Haden and Wm. Mathews since deceased as his securities in the 
penalty of $14,000 with the usual conditions, as may appear by copy bond 
marked C filed as part of this bill and entered upon the duties of his office but not 
yet being fully prepared for the consummation of his designs upon said estates 
at the Decr. Court following, he procured himself to be appointed guardian of 
your orator, a copy of that appointment and the bond will be filed when obtained, 
it being in the clerks office of Campbell. Having thus possessed himself of your 
Orators person, and his fathers estate he commences his fraudulent career as 
hereafter in part disclosed. | 


Your Orator charges and shewes hereto your honor that at Decr. Court 1825 a 
monthly court and the very day he had possessed himself of your Orators person 
and a month after he had administered on the estate, this same assignment and 
curators account of Fleming makes its appearance, not for the purposes of being 
examined and past by the Court - but__ for the benefit of Richmond G. Haden 
a writ issued to the name of said Fleming for this same Rd. Handen's benefit. 
Alias Handen & Jordan, against said Jordan adm as aforesaid returnable to 
March 1826, and still more strange for till this same W. Jordan plaintiff in fact, 
acknowledges service of the writ, and___ confesses a judt for the sum of 
$/26:72 aforesaid without any evidence whatsoever of the ___ of the accounts, 
and with a full knowledge that, the Courts but a short time before refused to 
allow it for Fleming - This is not all on the same day this administrator is found 
upon two other writs returnable to March Court 1826 confessing judt for $600; 
not one cent of which was due by the estate their proofs for for the 
benefit of this same W. R. G. Haden, alias Haden & Jordan - are records marked 
E.F. G. here filed as part of this bill - and then having armed themselves, the 
said Haden being deputy Sheriff, the debts being for the benefit of Hadin & 
Jordan -delivery bonds was first forfeited, judgements therein, the Commission 
secured to the shff. in which perhaps the admr had his share and finally the 
negroes of the estate are sold under these and similar pretended claims until as 
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might well be expected, the whole estate has been sunk and converted to the 
Admr use earn(’?) the land, and the Rents and profits of that has gone the Land 
way & your orator ts left wholly without any personal estate and without the 
benefits of education until he changed his guardian. 


Your orator is advised that the three judts aforesaid are wholly fraudulent, null 
and void, that an intermediate court could not render such judts - such being the 
impatience as of this admr and his friend Haden that they could not even wait till 
the return day of the writ, when a court of might have entered up judts 
and thereby given the transactions a colour of propriety-___—_—soof land claims 
were due and owing by the estate, and the said admr. well knew it - and all his 
shafts(?) and contrivances of knowing Haden's name was intended as 
fraudulent, and for his own benefit unless indeed he may have divided the spoils 
with Haden. 


Your Orator being remideless at law & only releivable in equity prays that said 
Saml Fleming Sackville King & Thomas Franklin, his securities - the said 
German Jordan Admr of Robert Wright Richard G. Haden and Markins 

W. Davinport Adm. with the will annexed of Wm Mathews decd his securities and 
the said German Jordan as Guardian of your orator, may also be made parties 
defendants to this bill and answer the same truly, and in an especial manner that 
said Jordan say what sum of money or what other thing he & Haden paid 
Fleming for his assignment, if it was not a certain horse bought by Jordan of 
John Jones & if anything else what? If he did not know it at the County Court of 
Campbell had refused to___ said ass. and why he confessed judt upon it 
without the court having first disposed of the exceptions past upon it, and 
ordered it to be recovered. If in fact it were not all for his benefit, it was all what 
part? How it was that the assignment is to Haden & Jordan and the writ & judt 
for the benefit of Haden alone. If he ever parted with his interest to Haden, & if 
so for what services and upon what terms? If Haden is nothave by__s and 
agreements ___ to defend in case the said judt be set aside in whole or in part? 
lf he was not also interested in the other judts of $=. Why was Haden's 
name alone used? What service did they or others give for said judts. If the 
judts were not confessed at an intermediate court, and why did he not permit the 
cause to come in for trial in the ? and in short that he make a full true and 
perfect answer to all the allegations of the bill & set out and disclose the truth in 
relation to said judts if they were not all, in which or in part for his benefit: what 
they cost him &c. 


And finally may it please the Court to direct an account of said Fleming Curator - 
and Jordan's administration & Guardian account. & then decree to him such 
sums of money against the said Curator & his securities, the said admr and his 
securities and the said Guardian as may severally be found to be due him with 
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all such other and further and relief as may be just according to the 
principles of equity and as is only _____ he will ever pray &c. 





John H. Garland Attorney" 


The 1831 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed the estate of Robert 
Wright with the following property: | 





Names of Number — Description 
Owners Residence Estate of Acres of the Land 
Robert Wrights Est Campb 370 Beaver crk 
Distance Rate of Amount of Value Explanation 
and bearing the land improve- of the Amount _ of Altera- 
from the per acre ments Land of Tax tions during 
Court Dollars Dollars Dollars Dollars the preceding 
house Cents Cents Cents Cents year 

8N 27.00 500.00 9990.00 8.00 


On May 9, 1831, in File 1174 German Jordan filed his answer to the complaint: 


"The separate answer of German Jordan to the bill of Complaint exhibited 
against him, and others in the Superior Court of Chancery for the Lynchburg 
District by Thomas P. Wright an infant under the age of twenty one years who 
sues by William Gough his Guardian and next friend. 


This defendant saving &c for answer says: That it is true he was appointed by 
the County Court of Campbell the administrator de bonis non of Robert Wright 
deceased, and acted in that capacity for several years, when his power, and 
authority as such were revoked by the same Court at the instance of his security, 
and the administration on said estate was then committed to James Miller the 
then acting Sheriff of said County. But this defendant denies that he intruded 
into the administration of said estate: on the contrary it was granted to him by 
the Court without solicitation, or application on his part, and he accepted it 
reluctantly, and without any such motives, or views as are attributed to him in the | 
bill. It is also true that the defendant Fleming had previously to the appointment 
of this defendant as administrator as aforesaid, been appointed the Curator of 
said estate, and had acted in that character for several years. A short time 
before the said Fleming had ceased to act as Curator he settled his accounts as 
such before Commissioners appointed for the purpose by the County Court of 
Campbell who reported the said estate to be indebted to him in a large sum. In 
this state of things the said Fleming for a valuable consideration assigned to the 
defendant Haden, and this Defendant his claim aforesaid against said estate. 
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The precise amount of the consideration paid by said Haden, and this defendant 
for said claim this defendant does not at this time recollect. He remembers that 
they were by agreement in the first instance to have given said Fleming a negro 
Girl for the claim, but this was afterwards changed, and they paid him a Horse, 
and money to the value of said negro; but the exact amount of money is not now 
recollected by this defendant. At the time of taking said assignment this 
defendant regarded the claim as just, and bona fide, and if there should appear 
to be an inadequacy of consideration paid for said assignment, it may well be 
ascribed to the fact that said Fleming at the time was on the eve of leaving the 
State, and was desirous of closing finally all his transactions in this quarter of the 
Country. Sometime after said assignment was made, and before this defendant 
was appointed administrator de bonis non of said estate, he, by agreement with 
said Haden, transfered all his interest in said claim derived by assignment from 
said Fleming, to the said Haden without any recourse, or liability in any event 
whatever on his part to said Haden on account of said transfer, or claim. For this 
transfer this defendant only received from said Haden the same amount which 
he, this defendant, had paid to said Fleming for the claim aforesaid. After this 
defendant's appointment as administrator as aforesaid, the report of the 
Commissioners who had settled said Fleming's account was recommitted to the 
same Commissioners who had returned it for further examination, and this 
Defendant attended before them at said re-examination, and inspected all the 
vouchers produced. On this re-examination the Said Commissioners reduced 
the balance due from said estate to said Fleming about One Hundred dollars, (as 
well as this defendant recollects from what they had stated in their first report, 
and made a second report to Court in which they reported the said estate as 
indebted to the said Fleming between seven, and eight Hundred dollars, the 
precise sum not now recollected, but probably the sum stated in the bill. This 
defendant at the time of said settlement at which he was present believed, and 
still believes, that the sum then reported by the Commissioners as due to said 
Fleming was justly due to him, and under this impression, and believing there 
was no objection from any quarter to the said second report, and that it had 
received the sanction of the Court, this defendant did in his character of 
administrator de bonis non confess a judgment for the amount at December 
Campbell Court in the year 1825, and subsequently paid the full amount thereof 
with interest, and costs to the said Haden. This defendant denies expressly that 
he had any interest in said claim at the time he so confessed judgment or 
afterwards or that there was any collusion, or fraudulent combination whatever 
between the said Haden, and. himself in relation to the said confession of 
judgment or claim either at the time said judgment was confessed, or at any time 
before, or afterwards. The said Haden at the time said judgment was confessed 
was the sole owner of said claim, and this defendant never had any interest 
therein from a period antecedent to his appointment as administrator as 
aforesaid. After said judgment was confessed this defendant for the first time 
learnt that there was some complaint against said claim on the part of the 
Complainant, or some of his friends, and in consequence thereof when he was 
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about paying said Haden the amount of said judgment he required, and took 
from him an obligation to indemnify this defendant in the event that said claims, 
or any part thereof should not be allowed to this defendant in the settlement of 
his administration account. This course was pursued by this defendant not from 
any doubt on his part of the justice of the claim, but from abundant caution. This 
defendant does not certainly know, but is informed, and believes, that the said 
Robert Wright was at his death indebted to a large amount. Indeed there is now 
a suit depending in this Court of appeals involving a claim to a very large amount 
of one Catharine Stockton against said estate. The case was carried to said 
Court by supersedeas obtained by this defendant whilst he acted as 
administrator, and if it be still proceeded in there in this defendant's name he 
asks of this Court protection, and indemnity against said claim, and the costs 
attending the prosecution of said suit. 


This defendant does not know, and therefore does not admit, that there were 
large or indeed any crops belonging to said estate on hand at the time of said 
decedent's death, or that large crops, or indeed any crops were made whilst the 
said Fleming acted as Curator. 


As to the other two judgments spoken of in this bill as having been confessed by 
this defendant at December Court 1825, this defendant admits that he did | 
confess them, but denies expressly that he ever had any interest whatever in 
either of the claims on which they were founded, or ever received any 
consideration personally or individually, on account of said claims, or of the 
confessions of judgments on them. The whole amounts of said judgments with 
the interest, and costs upon them have been fully paid by this defendant. This 
defendant also denies that there was any collusion or fraudulent combination 
between the said Haden, and himself in relation to the two judgments last 
mentioned, or either of them. At the time said last mentioned judgments were 
confessed this defendant conscientiously believed that the claims on which they 
were founded were justly due from said estate, and under that impression 
considered it his duty to pay them, and as there was no money on hand 
belonging to the estate, conceived it was right, and expedient to confess 
judgments as speedily as possible in order to save as much as possible in the 
matter of costs to the estate, and the same motion also influenced him in 
confessing this judgment first mentioned. As to those judgments having been 
confessed at a monthly term, this defendant, not being a lawyer, did not know 
there was any irregularity in confessing the judgments at such term, and denies 
that he was influenced by any such motives as are insinuated in this bill as 
having done so. The claims on which the two last mentioned judgments were 
founded were for professional services rendered to the estate by James B. 
Risque, and Christopher Anthony esquire in opposing the establishment of the 
Will in the bill mentioned, and in defending another suit brought in this Court by 
the collateral kindred of the father of the said Robert Wright, in which they 
claimed the whole of the said decedents' estate. This defendant is advised that 
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fiduciary characters are not limited in the employment of counsel to legal fees, 
and hopes that these fees will not be regarded by this Court as unreasonable. 
He is also advised that even admitting that the monthly term of the County Court 
of Campbell had no jurisdiction to receive said confessions of judgments, yet as 
the plaintiff has come into a Court of equity, the enquiry here will not be whether 
the proceedings at Law were regular, but whether the claims in question were 
just. The plaintiff has moreover insinuated that this defendant was interested in 
the accumulation of costs occasioned by the issuing of the executions on the 
judgments aforesaid. This insinuation is wholly unfounded. Alike unfounded is 
the allegation that the plaintiff has been stript of all his personal estate by the 
acts of this defendant. So far from this being true there were several slaves 
belonging to said estate at the time it was taken out of this defendant's hands, 
and they passed into the Hands of James Miller the succeeding administrator. 


This defendant admits that he was appointed, and did act for a short time as the 
guardian of the plaintiff, and in that character received the rents of the Land 
belonging to said estate Being desirous of finally adjusting his transactions as 
administrator of said estate, and as guardian of the plaintiff, this defendant 
shortly after his powers as administrator were revoked, procured the 
appointment by the County Court of Campbell of Commissioners to settle his 
accounts relating thereto. They have twice reported to said Court, and in both 
reports they find, and report the said estate indebted to this defendant. Copies 
of said reports when procured will be filed in this Cause, and prayed to be taken 
as parts of this answer. This defendant denies that he owes the plaintiff any sum 
of money whatever either on account of his administration on said estate, or his 
guardianship of the plaintiff. He denies all fraud, collusion, and circumvention, 
and protests that he has acted throughout honestly, conscientiously, and from a 
sense of duty. Should this Court however decide that the payment of the claims 
of Risque and Fleming or either of them or any part thereof was improper, or 
unlawful, this defendant prays a lean over for the sum, or sums so disallowed 
with all interest, and costs thereon accrued against the defendant Haden, and for 
such other relief as may be just, and equitable. and having thus fully answered 
this defendant prays to be hence dismissed with his Costs &c. 


Campbell County to Wit, 
German Jordan on this day made oath before me a justice of the peace for the 
County aforesaid that the statements made in the foregoing answer are true. 
Given under my hand this 9th day of May 1831. 

T. King" 


On about August 10, 1831, in File 1174 the court ordered that an accounting of 
the estate be settled by the commissioners with German Jordan. 
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"Virginia 


At a Superior court of Chancery held at the town of Lynchburg on the 10th day of 
May 1831. 


Thomas P. Wright an infant under the age of twenty one years who sues by 
William Gough his guardian and next friend Pet. 
against 

German Jordan, Richard B. Haden, Martin W. Davenport Admtr. with the will 
annexed of Wm. Mathews decd. Samuel Fleming, Sackville King and Thomas 
Franklin (Major) Defts. 


On the motion of the defendant German Jordan by counsel, and for good cause 
shewn, leave is given him to file his answer, whereupon he filed the same, to 

_ which the Plt. by counsel replies generally, and thereupon the cause came on to 
be heard on the bill, answer of the defendant German Jordan, exhibits, the 
subpoenas awarded therein on the 25th day of February and 7th. June 1830 
which appear to have been duly served on the defendants Martin W. Davenport, 
Sackville King, and Thomas Franklin (Major), and the order of publication against 
the defendants Richard G. Haden and Samuel Fleming of the 7th. June of the 
same year, which appears to have been duly published and was argued by 
counsel. On consideration whereof the court doth take the bill of the Pits. for 
confessed as to the defts. Martin W. Davenport, Sackville King, Thomas 
Franklin, Richard G. Halen and Samuel Fleming, and doth order that one of the 
commissioners do take an account of the administration of the defendant 
German Jordan on the estate of his intestate Robert Wright decd. also an 
account of the transactions of the said German Jordan as guardian of the 
plaintiff, also an account of the transactions of the defendant Samuel Fleming as 
Curator of the estate of the said Robert Wright decd. And the said 
Commissioner is directed to examine, state, and settle said accounts and make 
report thereof to the court with any matters specially stated thought pertinent by 
himself or required by the parties to be so stated. 


A Copy. 
Teste. 
John Wills Clk. 
Commissioner's office, Lynchburg 10th. Aug. 18371 
The parties in this cause will take notice that | have appointed Thursday the 


2/th. September next to commence the accounts directed by the foregoing order 
of court. On which day they are required to attend at my office in this town with 
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their accounts, vouchers, and copies of court papers prepared for examination 
and settlement. 


James Benagh" 


Several depositions were taken on September 8, 1831, and provide an 
interesting insight into the operation of a farm in Virginia at this period: 


"The deposition of Robert Walthall of lawful age taken at the office of G. Ward in 
the Town of Lynchburg on Thursday the 8th day of September 1831 to be read 
as evidence in a cause now depending in the circuit Superior Court of law & 
Chancery for the Town of Lynchburg in which Thomas P. Wright an infant under 
the age of 21 years by William Gough his Guardian & next friend is plaintiff & 
German Jordon Richard G. Haden & others are Defendants The Deponent 
being first duly sworn deposeth & saith 


That about the commencement of the year 1823 he went to live as an overseer 
on the Plantation owned by Robert Wright decd. under the care of Samuel 
Fleming Curator of Wrights estate, and continued there in that capacity three 
years. the plantation was a very good One and Worked seven hands during the 
time one of whom was indifferent the others good. When | first went on the 
place | found Tobacco which had been made by Smith the former Overseer 
which | prized and it made 2 Hogsheads perhaps three one of them a very good 
one. This crop of Toba was brought to Lynchburg and sold by Fleming the 
curator at what price the Deponent does not know. | do not remember how 
much Tobacco | made on the place the 1st Year 1823 but my portion of it as 
overseer which was 1/6th came to about $30. The 2d year 1824 my proportion 
of the Tobacco crop was $57.50 being one Sixth as before my third year 1825 
the crop of Tobacco prized sold for $485.85 my portion of which 1/6th was 
$80.97 besides there was some loose Tobo sold. of which my portion was $4 or 
$5. this last crop was sold by German Jordan. | think Mr. Fleming the former 
curator sold about $20 worth of wheat made on the Iand in 1825. During the 
time | lived on the place Grain Hay &c was sold for Articles wanted on the place | 
think nearly sufficient to support it excepting the clothing taxes etc. The 
Deponent further states that he at the request of the curator Samuel Fleming 
carried two Beds and a Rifle from the place belonging to the Estate to Campbell 
Court House and sold them for about $15 which was paid over to said Fleming. 
The Deponent further says that at December Court 1825 as he believes he told 
German Jordan that he ought not to confess Judgment on Flemings claim 
against Wrights estate as the account as he thought was not right and might be 
curtailed and further saith not. 7 


Robert Walthall 
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The Deposition of John Dinwiddie of lawful age taken at the same time and place 
- The Deponent being sworn saith 


That in 1822 as Deponent believes he purchased of Samuel Fleming a quantity 
of corn at least 5 Barrells and perhaps fifteen at what price he does not now 
remember but not less than $2 Pr Bd. also a quantity of Fodder amounting to $4 
or $5 The Deponent also remembers that Fleming during the same year sold to 
William Davidson a cow belonging to the estate for $12 this being due Davidson 
from the estate as overseer. During the same year William Rersley had a horse 
which he said Fleming had sold him as the property of the estate at fifty Dollars. 

| never heard Fleming say anything of this transaction but knew the horse once 
belonged to Wrights estate & suppose that was about his Value quite enough for 
him - and further saith not. 


John Dinwiddie 


The Deposition of James Daniel of lawful age taken at the same time and place 
The Deponent being sworn saith - 


That he succeeded John Akers on the estate of Robert Wright as overseer in 
1820. Under Samuel Fleming Curator of said estate That during said year 1820 
this Deponent paid the said curator upwards of two hundred Dollars in cash for 
articles sold from said estate. Such as Hay Grain Lime 3 Beeves &c. He knows 
the curator collected or had the account to collect cash of for 9 Lambs 
Sold him from the estate that he also collected from Higgenbotham money for 
1000 weight of Pork sold him from said Estate at $5 pr hundred. The plantation 
was a good one, worked seven hands, and this Deponent made that year an 
excellent crop. he was entitled to receive one seventh part which if received 
Deponent thinks would have amounted to more than $100 but in consequence of 
never being able to Settle with Fleming he does not know how much he actually 
received but not half of what he was entitled to when this Deponent went on the 
place there was 20 or more Sheep on it and a portion of the last years wool 
which had come from them, this together with the years fleeces taken from the 
Sheep by me. Fleming carried off home the whole amount of wool so taken 
Deponent thinks was not less than from 60 Ib to 70 Ib and worth about 50 cents 
per pound. Fleming collected several small amounts (or took the due bills to 
collect them) due the estate for articles sold by me Such as Grain &c 


and further Saith not 
James Daniel 


The Deposition of Stephen Perrow of lawful age taken at the same time and 
place. 
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The Deponent being sworn Saith - 


That at the death of Robert Wright or shortly thereafter this Deponent was sent 
for to assist in examining the papers of the decd. when he discovered that there 
was a good many bonds and other evidence of debts due to said Wright the 
Deponent believes there was not less than from three to five hundred Dollars 
due him that was good at his death, these papers & evidences Deponent 
believes went into the hands of Samuel Fleming Curator. Among them were 
three bonds of a man by the name of Johnson of Ohio one of which for $50 for 
that this Deponent wished to trade but Fleming did not appear to wish to do so. 
After Samuel Fleming left this State on the same day he set out | founmd in the 
house he had left a large quantity of papers scattered about the floor belonging 
to Wrights estate the Deponent took them in possession but on examination 
could find none of the bonds aforesaid among them this Deponent lived a near 
neighbor to Robert Wright was raised with & went to School with him & 
frequently advised with him about his affairs he always considered him a monied 
fors handed (?) man owing but little to any one at any time. Robert Wright died 
in October 1818 and left a most excellent crop of corn grain &c 150 to 200 
Barrells Corn all of which went into the possession of the Curator 


On the next day after the Settlement of the account of Samuel Fleming curator 
with the Estate of Robert Wright by commissioners appointed by Campbell Court 
(the first Settlement) This Deponent in a conversation with said Fleming was 
asked by him to guess the terms of the Settlement which | declined. He then 
said that he had supposed he was owing the estate but these Solomons alluding 
to the commissioners had given him a Balance of upwords of $500, but that it 
made no difference as the estate was going to hell and he might as well have it 
as any one else. Some time after this, another settlement of this account was 
had, giving the curator a still larger balance by near $200. The account thus 
settled is the one transferred to Jordon and Haden previously to which transfer 
Fleming had offerred to trade it to me for a Negro Girl worth at that time about 
$200. | refused to trade for it because | did not believe it just. The Deponent 
further says that between the time Fleming was removed as Curator & the 
appointment of Jordan as Administrator of the estate of Robert Wright in a 
conversation between this Deponent & said Jordan he Jordan stated that himself 
& Richd G Harden had traded for Flemings claim on Wrights estate that he 
wished this deponent to qualify as the Administrator of said estate. that he being 
well acquainted with all the circumstances the could in a friendly manner settle 
the account & indulgence would be given on it. this Deponent gave him to 
understand that if Deponent qualified as Admr. said account might not be so 
easily settled, as he believed it to be unjust, this Deponent told him he had no 
idea of qualifying. Jordan himself afterwards qualified as Admr. of the estate 
aforesaid. Some time about this period Jordan informed this Deponent that he 
had transferred his interest in said claim to Hadin and at December Court 1825 
the day on which the confession of Judgment was made Jordan informed this 
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Deponent that he intended to confess judgment on said claim. this Deponent 
told him he ought not to do so as the claim was unjust and Robert Walthall who 
was also present said to him that he ought not to confess the judgment as he 
could prove enough by him to upset the whole account Jordan did not appear to 
like our advice & said that he would Advise with Mssrs Dabney & Anthony and 
whatever they advised he would do. he very shortly afterwards returned and 
said that he had confessed the judgment. Jordan gave Fleming a horse and 
One hundred and ten or twenty Dollars for the claim. The horse was rated at 
$100 and actually worth about $60. | always understood that Fleming charged 
the estate $1 per day every time he went on the estate, 


This Depondent further States that Fleming was entirely ignorant of keeping 
accounts and could barely write his name that the account of Wrights estate was 
kept by his Flemings grandson a Boy of hardly fifteen years of age in a very 
confused manner. 


The deponent recollects a horse belonging to the estate being sold to Reoely to 
pay a Debt to McKinney as | understood, Fleming charged the estate with the 
money Paid McKinney but gave the estate no credit for the money received for 
the sale of the Horse. 


and further saith not 
Stephen Perrow 


The Deposition of John E. Woodson of lawful age taken at the same time and 
place 


The Deponent being sworn saith 


That the deponent was well acquainted with Robert Wright from the year 1812 till 
the time of his death that this Deponent always considered said Wright as being 
in good pecuniary circumstances. This Deponent had a conversation with said 
Wright in 1818 not long previously to his death, when Wright told deponent that 
the times were getting squally people failing daily &c and that he was determined 
to settle up all his concerns. that he did not owe $1000 which was cheefle to 
Higginbotham. Doct(?) Stevens & Tainer Battles & that he could easily square 
up this amount as deponent understood from debts due him his crops &c without 
selling property. This Deponent further states that he purchased corn in 1821 
made on Wrights estate from Bagby the overseer it being Bagbys portion of the 
crop and executed his note for forty Dollars for the same. It is my impression 
that | paid him for a few Barrells of Corn made that year not included in the 
load(’?) 
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and further saith not 
J. E. Woodson 
Corporation of Lynchburg to wit 


The foregoing Depositions of Robert Walthall John Dinwiddie James Daniel, 
Stephen Perrow and John E Woodson were taken subscribed and sworn to 
before me a notary public regularly appointed for said corporation at the time and 
place stated in the caption to the first (R. Walthalls). The Plaintiff Gough but no 
one on the part of the Defendant being present. Given under my hand ths 8th 
day of September 1831. 


G. Ward 
Notary Public 


Notarys fees for taking the five foregoing depositions at 4/6 each $3.75 taken for 
Plaintiff & paid. 


G. Ward Not. Pub." 


The deposition of John Jones was taken on September 17, 1831, and he 
testified that Samuel Fleming charged the estate for visits to supervise its operation that 
he did not make, charged twice for the same visit, and sold a claim against the estate 
for a profit. 

The deposition of Allen L. Willes was taken on the same date and he stated that 
he was an appraiser of the estate of Robert Wright and that not all of the assets of the 
estate were exhibited for appraisal and some of those assets were later sold, 
apparently without an accounting for the proceeds. 

The deposition of Stephen Perrow stated that Samuel Fleming lent him funds 
that belonged to the estate. 

After December 31, 1831, the commissioner filed his report in File 1174 and 
account settling the accounts of Samuel Fleming and German Jordan. 

Further depositions were taken and evidence submitted on the fees and 
expenses of the estate. Exceptions were filed. The file is filled with accounting 


information and vouchers. 
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The 1832 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed the estate of Robert 
Wright with the following property: 


Names of Number — Description 
Owners Residence. Estate of Acres ofthe Land 
Robert Wrights Est Campb 370 Beaver ck 

Rate of Amount of Value Explination 
Distance the land improve- of the Amount _ of altera- 
and bearing per acre ments Land of Tax tions during 
from the Dollars Dollars Dollars Dollars — the preceding 
Ct. house Cents Cents Cents Cents year 
8 N 27.00 500.00 9990.00 8.00 


In June 1832 in File 1174 the court entered its order setting the accounts and 
legal fees: 

"Virginia:. 

At a circuit superior Court of Law and Chancery continued and held for the town 


of Lynchburg at the Court House in said town on the 22nd day of June 1832 
sitting as a Court of Chancery 


Thomas P. Wright an infant under the age of twenty one years who sues by 
William Gough his guardian and next friend 


PIff 
against 
German Jordan Richard G. Haden Martin W Davenport admor with the will 
annexed of William Mathews deceased Samuel Fieming Sackville Ring and 
Thomas Franklin (Major) Defts 


This cause came on this day to be heard on the papers formerly read exhibits 
and examinations of witnesses since filed and the Report of Commissioner 
Benagh made in pursuance of the order of the tenth day of May 1831 with 
exceptions to the curators and administrators accounts by the Plaintiff and the 
defendants German Jordan and Thomas Franklin and was argued by counsel: 
on consideration whereof the Court being of opinion that the conduct of the said 
German Jordan and others confederating with him as disclosed from the 
evidence in this cause is such as that he should be held to an account for the fair 
cash value of the slaves which have been improperly sold either by him or by his 
permission and neglect: And the Court being also of opinion that the 
admininstrator should be credited by the reasonable fees to Messrs Risque and 
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Anthony as now filled up and settled by the Court in exhibits X and Y from which 
is to be deducted such sums as the curator may have paid them and sustaining 
the defendants Jordans sixth exception for the omission of nine dollars and fifty 
cents in the administraters account, and also the exception to the sums of thirty 
one dollars and sixty two cents and twenty two dollars and seventy five cents the 
amount of two executions for costs charged in the curators account and 
approving the Commissioners Report in all other respects and overruling the 
other exceptions and whatever comes in conflict with what followeth doth 
adjudge order and decree that the Report as to the curators and administrators 
be recommitted to one of the commissioners of the Court who is directed to take 
an account of the fair and reasonable cash value of the slaves of the decedent 
which have been sold by the misconduct of the administrator and the time of the 
several sales, so as to ascertain the extent of loss and sacrifice occasioned 
thereby, and to correct and reform his Report according to the foregoing opinion 
and report the same to the Court with any matters specially ss thought 
pertinent by himself or required by the parties to be so stated. And the Court 
approving the Commissioners Report of the guardian account, to which there is 
no exception doth adjudge order and decree that the defendant German Jordan 
do pay to the plaintiff the sum of two hundred and twenty four dollars and sixty 
nine cents with six percentum per annum Interest on one hundred and seventy 
six dollars and sixteen cents part thereof from the 31st day of December 1831 till 
paid. 


A Copy Teste 
David Rodes Ck 


In pursuant of the foregoing order of the Court your commissioner on the 15th 
day of August 1832 issued his notice to the parties that he had appointed 
Saturday the 22nd day of September following to commence the accounts 
directed by the said order of Court (a copy of which notice is herewith filed 
marked A) on which William Gough the next friend of the plaintiff alone attended 
with witnesses and your commissioner proceeded to examine them and the 
record in this suit but not having time to finish the examination on that day it was 
continued until Thursday the 25th day of the same month. 


The commissioner will now proceed to settle the account of German Jordan 
administrator of Robert Wright deceased in the way he understands the 
foregoing order of court as it regards the Slaves belonging to the estate the 
words of the order are 'he should be held to an account for the fair cash value of 
the slaves which has been improperly sold either by him or his permission’ This 
the commissioner supposes would hold him liable for the cash value of the 
slaves that were sold only when he had no money in hand belonging to the 
estate at the time of the sale as would appear from the account which has been 
approved by the Court 
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This course would have saved all the negroes belonging to the estate and have 
left in his hand one hundred and eighty one dollars forty one cents besides the 
interest in the annual balances in his hands which would have been probably 
equal to the amount for which momis was sold in the year 1829 however the 
hires of the negroes that year would have cleared the estate of the debts which 
have been paid with the above sum of $181.41 


So the commissioner thinks they were all improperly sold this question then 
arises whether the administrator should be allowed commissions on the sales of 
the slaves they being improperly sold the commissioner supposes that if they 
had not been sold the administrator would not have been entitled to commission 
for delivering them over to the person intitled and therefore not to commission 
The Commissioner will now proceed to settle the account of J. B. Risque and 

C. Anthony as counsel for the Curator and heir at Law 


All of which is respectfully submitted to your honor 


_ James Berragh" 


Notes dated June 22, 1832, indicate the court's order to be entered pursuant to 


the commissioner's report: 


"Wright ) 
VS. ) Notes for decree 
Jordan ) 


This day this cause again came on to be heard upon the papers formerly read, 
the testimony & exhibits since filed and the report of Comr. Beragh made in 
pursuance of the decretal order of the 22nd June 1832 with exceptions thereto 
by the defendant German Jordan and was argued by counsel. On consideration 
whereof the court overruling the exceptions aforesaid and being of opinion that 
the pltff in taking the value of the slaves in the proceedings mentioned at a fair 
value as of a certain date with interest thereon should allow to the deft German 
Jordan Admr of Robert Wright decd. his commissions in like manner as if there 
had been a fair sale of the property for the purpose of paying debts against the 
estate and approving of stat. A made in pursuance of the foregoing opinion and 
overruling whatever in said report comes in conflict with what followeth and in all 
other respects approving and confirming the same doth adjudge order and 
decree that the defendant German Jordan do pay to the pltff the sum of 
$2033.15 with interest thereon after the rate of 6 per centum per annum from the 
31st day of December 1831 till paid (that appearing to be the balance due in said 
stat) and that the defts German Jordan & Saml. Fleming pay the costs And the 
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Court doth further adjudge order & decree that the defendant Richard G. Haden 
do pay to the said German Jordan the sum of $780.09 with like interest thereon 
from the 6th day of March 1826. And liberty is reserved to the pltff to resort to 
this court at any time for such other and further decree in the premises as he 
may be advised will be necessary and proper for him to have in recovering the 
amounts above decreed to him. Leave to absent deft to shew cause." 


The 1833 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed the estate of Robert 
Wright with the following property: 





Names of | Number Description 
Owners Residence Estate of Acres of the Land 
Robert Wrights Campl 370 Beaver crk 
Est 

Rate of Amount of Explanation 
Distance the land Improve- Value of Amount of Altera- 
and bearing per acre ments Land of Tax tions during 
from Court Dollars Dollars Dollars Dollars the preceding 
house Cents Cents Cents Cents year 
8N | 27.00 900.00 9990.00 8.00 


The 1834 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed the estate of Robert 
Wright with the following property: 








Number 

Names of of Acres __ Description 
Owners Residence Estate of land of the land 
Robert Wrights Est Campl Fee 3/70 Beaver ck 

Rate of Total Explination 
Distance land per Amount of Value Amount _ of Altera- 
and bearing Acre Improve- ofland of Tax tions during 
from Court Dolls ments Dolls Dollars the preceding 
House Cents Dolls Cents Cents Cents year 
8N 27.00 500.00 9990.00 8.00 


The 1835 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed the estate of Robert 
Wright with the following property: 
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Names of Number — Description 





Owners Residence’ Estate ofAcres ofthe Land 

Robert Wrights Est Campl 370 Beaver crk 

Distance Rate of land Total Value Amount Explanation 

and bearing per acre Amount of of Land of Tax of Alterations 

from Dollars Improvements Dollars Dollars during the 

Court house Cents Dollars Cents Cents Cents preceding year 
8N 27.00 500.00 9990.00 8.00 


The 1836 Land Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed the estate of Robert 
Wright with the following property: 





Names of Number — Description 
Owners Residence Estate of Acres ofthe Land 
Robert Wrights Est Campl 370 Beaver crk 
Distance Rate of Amount of Total 
& bearing land Improve- Amount Amount 
from per acre ments of Land of Tax Alterations 
Court Dollars Dollars Dollars Dollars during the 
house Cents Cents Cents Cents preceding year 
8N 27.00 500.00 9990.00 8.00 


From the evidence set forth above and additional evidence set forth below, the 
only child of 1818 Robert "Robin" Wright of Campbell County and Polly (Godsey) 
Wright was the following: 

1) Thomas Pryor Wright, born after 1797 and probably December 178, 1804, 
or between 1805 and 1807 probably at Campbell County, Virginia, 
and the only child of 1818 Robert "Robin" Wright of Campbell County and Polly 
Davidson, also known as Polly (Davidson) Wright was the following: 

1) Martha Anne or Ann Davidson, also known as Martha Ann Wright, born a 


few days after October 14, 1818, at Campbell County, Virginia. 
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a. Thomas Pryor Wright 
Thomas Pryor Wright was the son of 1818 Robert "Robin" 


Wright of Campbell County and Polly (Godsey) Wright. (1779 John', 1805 Thomas’, 
1818 Robert "Robin"’) | 
The complaint in Davidson v. Wright, File 525, Superior Court of Law and 
Chancery, Lynchburg, Virginia, clearly identified Thomas P. Wright as a son of Robert 

Wright: | 


",... That Robert Wright deceased late of Campbell County sometime previous 
to his Death to wit, on the ___ day of 1816, made, a published his last Will 
and Testament subscribed . . . . and the balance of his personal estate after the 
payment of his debts, he bequeathed to be divided into two equal moieties, one 
of which he gave to his infant son Thomas P. Wright, and the other to your 
Oratrix Polly for life... ." 


Similary, the cross-complaint in File 578 identified Thomas P. Wright as a son of 
Robert Wright and his wife Polly (Godsy) Wright: 


",... That the said Robert pretended to marry a white woman of the name of 
Polly Godsy which said Polly during the pretended marriage had a male child by 
the name of Thomas P. Wright alias Thomas P. Godsy and afterwards in the life 
of the said Robert left this country and went into parts to your Orators and 
Oratrices unknown... ." 


The deposition of James Williams in File 525 provided the middle name Pryor for 
Thomas Pryor Wright: | 


",... The said Testator directed that his tract of land on which he resided should 
be divided as the creek runs through it; that part of it lying on the south side of 
the creek, together with one-half of his slaves he gave to Polly Davidson the 
plaintiff for her life; and in case she had any Heir, or Heirs during his life, or 
within nine months after his Death, the said portion of his land and slaves given 
to said Polly Davidson for her life to go to her said Heir, or Heirs; but if she had 
no such Heir, or Heirs, then said portion of the lands and slaves to go to his son 
Thomas Pryor Wright. The land on the north side of the creek with the one half 
of the slaves belonging to said Testator he gave to his son Thomas Pryor Wright. 
The crops, stocks, and plantation utensils he directed to be sold, and out of the 
proceeds thereof directed his debts to be paid; and if after the payment of his 
Debts there was any thing left of said proceeds, he bequeathed it to be equally 
divided between the said Polly Davidson and his son Thomas Pryor Wright in the 
same manner as the lands, and slaves... ." 
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However, the deposition of Robert C. Wright of Buckingham County in that suit 
alleged that Thomas P. Wright might not have been the child of Robert Wright: 


",... That he was walking in company of said Robert, who called himself Robert 
Wright, at the read Oak camp meeting, and Robert said his wife was gone and 
left a child and he believed her to be a whore for she left a child and she said 
she never would have a child to live by him for Robert said the child was catched 
in his net and he must get some one to raise it, and he offered to pay me to my 
satisfaction, if | would take it and raise it my own was | would if my wife was 
willing. Robert said the child was not his for the child would show for itself for 
them that she had before this shewed for themselves, & further Robert said he 
believed this Thomas P. Wright to be a child of Arther's that carried his wife away 


The final court decision in that case gave all of the property of Robert Wright to 
his only heir Thomas Pryor Wright. 

In a complaint filed in March 1826 by Sylvia Wright, File 1174, Superior Court of 
Law and Chancery, Lynchburg, Virginia, she stated that she had lived on the estate of 
1805 Thomas Wright and their son Robert Wright while that son was alive and during 
the lawsuits after the death of her son and had raised Thomas Pryor Wright: 


",... your Oratrix Sylva Wright Complaining sheweth to your worships that in 
early life she associated herself with Tho Wright now Deceased and during a 
long period and until his death they lived together in harmony as man and Wife 
.... Your Oratrix further represents that after said Roberts death a controversy 
arose about a supposed Will Which has lately been decided that during the 
pendency of that controversy One Sam'l Fleming was by this Court appointed 
Curator of said estate and so continued to act until some time last year during all 
this time your Oratrix was permitted to reside on said estate and was allowed a 
support in persuance of the agreement and understandings as aforesaid... . 
Your Oratrix further shews as an additional Claim upon said estate that she has 
raised the infant Child of said Robert Deceased he having been abandoned by 
his mother at a few weeks old" 


In December 1827 at Campbell County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 
17/358 Thomas Wright, the orphan son of Robert Wright, selected William Gough as 
his guardian: 


“Thomas Wright orphan son of Robert Wright deceased came into court and 
made choice of William Gough for his guardian who gave bond & security 
according to law" | 
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In December 1829 at Campbell County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 19/88 
commissioners were appointed to settle the account of the estate of Thomas P. Wright 
with William Goff: 


"Ordered that Allain L Willis Richard Morgan Richard G Brown and Thomas 
Rudd or any three of them being first Sworn state and Settle the Guardian 
account of William Goff as Guardian of Thomas P Wright & make report to 


Court." 


On December 14, 1829, at Campbell County, Virginia, W.B. 6/348 an accounting 


for the guardianship estate of Thomas P. Wright was filed: 


"Dr. Thomas P. Wright In Account Current With William Goff his Guardian 





1828 
Octo 18th To Cash paid Col Austin Surveyors Fee $8.36 
: 7 Ditto paid Chain Carriers 3.00 
" . 1 Pair Shoes 1.50 
" Sole leather for 1 pair Shoes .50 
Decr 3rd Paid Silvey Wright for Clothing furnished this Year 17.50 
30.86 
1829 
Jany 7" To Ballance due pr Contra 30.86 
June 13" " Cash paid S & M H Garland (Viz) Fee Motion appointing 
me Gdn and Advice 5.00 
. " Fee in distress v Rosser and advice for last Years rent 5.00 
" Their Commission on $150.78 7.50 
7 7 Fee Motion on rent bond v Rosser 2.90 
: Paid Const his fees and Comms on distress v Rosser bond 
and notice 9.09 
July 16 " Cash paid for a Hat 2.00 
. i " Ditto to pay for Summer Coat .50 
" 7 " Ditto paid for pair Shoes | 2.00 
Augt 19" " Ditto to pay for Powder and Shot 48 
Novr. 5" " Cash .00 
i i " Ditto paid for Ward's Dinner in Lynchburg 20 
. 17" _" Ditto paid for 2 Ib shot 20 
: 19" "" 1 pair Shoes 1.50 
" " " P Mathew’'s Bill for Cloathing 21.32 
2 " Ditto for Shirting &c 1.44 
i 7 "H. Sumpter's Bill for Cutting Cloaths 1.50 
‘ 7 " Mrs Lewallen's Bill for making Ditto 9.00 
" 2 " Balance Due pr Contra 504.09 
| $150.78 
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Cr 
Decr 31st | By Balance due pr Contra $30.86 
1829 
June 13th By Cash of S & MH Garland for Amount of Debt 
Interest and costs for last years rent to Rosser 


(Viz) Principal in rent Bond due 2nd January 1829 136.66% 
Int to 11" May 1829 2.028 
Constable's Costs 8.09 
2 Notices on Rent Bond 1.00 
Atty's fee for Motion on Ditto 2.50 

| | $150.78 
By Ballance due pr Contra 54.09 

Dr 
To Silvey Wright for Board and Washing 35.00 
$19.09 


We the Undersigned Commissioners after having first sworn have examined 
stated and settled the Account Current of William Gough Guardian of Thomas P. 
Wright and find the above balance of $19.09¢ in the hands of the Gdn all of 
Which is Submitted by Your Commissioners Decr 14" 1829 


Thomas Rudd 
Richard Morgan 
Richard G. Brown 


At a Court held for Campbell County December 14" 1829 The Within Account 
Current of Thomas P. Wright With William Gough his Guardian was produced in 
Court and Ordered to lie one month for Exceptions And at a Court held for said 
County the 11" day of January 1830 The same was again produced in Court and 
no Exceptions having been taken thereto the Same is Ordered to be Recorded. 
Teste 
John Alexander CCC" 
On December 13, 1830, at Campbell County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 
19/284 commissioners were appointed to settle the account of the estate of Thomas P. 
Wright with his guardian William Gough: 


"Or that Thomas H Franklin and Wm H B Christian State & Settle the Guard 
account of Thomas Wright and William Gough his Guard. and make report to 
Court." | 


On December 13, 1830, at Campbell County, Virginia, W.B. 6/462 an accounting 


for the guardianship estate of Thomas P. Wright was filed: 
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"Dr Thomas P Wright 
In Acco. With William Gough his Guardian 


1820 
Feby 11 


w 15 
March 13 
May 15 
Sep. 13 


Nov 8 


1830 
Jany 1st 


Decr 13 


To Cash paid Patrick Mathews for Slate Paper and 





ink powder A $1.06 
" Cash paid A. R. North for 2 Books B 1.25 
" This sum for leather & Mending Shoes .50 
" This Sum for 3 lbs Shot Of 
" Cash paid you to buy Knife & other things 1.00 
" Cash paid you .50 
" Cash paid Patrick Mathews for Sundry Articles of 

Clothing p bill C 10.20 
" Cash paid Marshall of Chy Court for 

Serving Spaes in the Case vs Jordan D 7.56 
Cash paid Ro S McReynolds D Shff for 3 years taxes 

on land E26.00 
Cash paid Campbell Clk Ticket F 35 
1 pair of Shoes 1.50 
Cash paid you to buy Shirts 15 
This Sum paid Sylvia Wright for Your boarding, 

Washing & Mending for the Year 1829 ending the 

first Jan 1830 G 35.00 
S & MH Garland for their fee A/C H 9.71 
Cash paid Turner Battles for 2 pair Shoes and half 

Soling one pair | ~ §.00 
Bal. pr Contra 06.96 

$155.71 
Cr 

By Balance due on former A/C Settled and returned 

to Campbell Decr Ct 1829 $19.09 
Cash recd of S & MH Garland amt of rent due from 

John Rosser for the year 1829 136.62 
By Bal. due Thos P. Wright $56.96 


We the UnderSigned Commissioners Appointed this day by the County Court of 
Campbell to examine, state and Settle the Account Current of Thos. P. Wright 
With Wm. Gough his Guardian, beg leave to report that after having been duly 
sworn for that purpose We have proceeded this day to execute said Order and 
find the Within Account to be Correct so far as We are able to asscertain. The 
set Were Vouchers produced for Most of the debits as marked in the a/c A, B, C, 
D, E, F, G, H, |, and the other debits from the representative of Mr Gough We 
believe to be Correct. The Amount due from the said Guardian to his Ward is 
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fifty Six dollars and Ninety Six Cents all of Which is respectfully Submitted by 
Your Commissioners this 13" day of December 1830. 


W.H. B. Christian 
Thos. H. Frankling 


At a Court held for Campbell County December 13" 1830 The Within Guardian 
Account of Thomas P. Wright with William Gough his Guardian Was produced in 
Court and Ordered to lie One Month for exceptions. And at a Court held for Said 
County the 10" day of January 1831. The Same was Again produced in Court 
and No exceptions having been taken thereto the Same is Ordered to be 


Recorded. 


Teste 
John Alexander C.C.C." 


On January 9, 1832, at Campbell County, Virginia, W.B. 7/65 an accounting for 


the guardianship estate of Thomas P. Wright was filed: 
"Thomas P Wright in acco With William Gough his Guardian Dr 


1831 
Jany 1st 
May 16 


Dec 3 
Dec 


1831 
Dec. 12 
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To Cash paid P. Matthews for 1 gr. Paper 1 $.25 
" Cash paid do for a Suit of Summer Cloths &c 2 11.55 
" Cash paid Hy. Sumpter for cutting out Clothes 3 .88 
"Cash paid you .50 
" Cash paid you to bear your expences to Virginia Mills 2.50 
" Cash paid Mrs. Lewellin for making Summer Clothes 4 1.88 
"Cash paid D. Herndon DS amt of Jas. Turner's excor. 5 77.74 
" Cash paid Giles Ward N. Public for taking depositions 

in Suit vs German Jordan & al 6 6.75 
Cash paid D. Herndon DS bai of Jas. Turner's Excor 

pr recpt 7 7.91 
Cash paid D Herndon DS Ticket 8 9.00 
Cash paid J. H. Perkins DS 9 2.52 
Cash paid Chy. Clk Ticket 10 6.13 
Cash paid Taxes on land 11 8.00 
" Cash paid F & Toler for advertising notices in 

suit vs Jordan 12 11.38 
" Cash paid James Turner for 1 pr Shoes 13 3.00 
"Cash paid S & M H Garland 14 _7.50 

| 157.49 

To Balance due $40.53 


2/0. 


Cr 





1830 
Dec 13 By Bal. due on former a/c as returned to Campbell Court 56.96 
1831 
Sep. 21 Cash of Richard North in part of last years rent 60.00 
Balance pr Contra 40.53 
$157.49 


In pursuance of an order of the County Court of Campbell to me directed and 
hereto annexed after having been first duly Sworn for that purpose | the 
undersigned have this day proceeded to examine, State and Settle the account 
Current of William Gough with Thomas P Wright his Ward and find the within to 
be Correct Shewing the balance of $40.53 to be due said Gough as Guardian of 
said Wright the said Gough produced before me good and Sufficient Vouchers 
on the Settlement for all items in his Account except two Charges for money paid 
his Ward amounting to Three dollars and which | believe from Mr. Gough's 
Statement to be Correct all of which is respectfully Submitted by your 
Commissioner. 


C. L. Mosby 


At a Court held for Campbell County January 9th 1832. The Within Guardian 
Account of Thomas P. Wright with Wm. Gough his Guardian was presented in 
Court and Continued for exceptions And at a Court held for said County Febuary 
13th 1832. The Same was again produced in Court and no exceptions having 
been taken thereto the Same is ordered to be Recorded. 


Test 
John Alexander C.C.C" 
On December 10, 1832, at Campbell County, Virginia, W.B. 7/150 an accounting 
for the guardianship estate of Thomas P. Wright was filed: 
“Thomas P Wright In Account Current With 


William Gough his Guardian Dr 
1831 
Decr 12 To Balance due pr act Settled & 
returned to Campbell Court $40.53 
1832 
Feby 4 Cash paid Wm Wrights expences to Amherst in 


going &c George Bindto bring him to Lynchburg 
to givehis Deposition in suit against German 
Jordan (an important deposition) 3.00 
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Cash paid George Binds expences to and from 
Lynchburg when he Come togive his deposition 





in suit against Jordan | 1.50 
May 1 " Cash paid you to pay for Cutting Out Clothes &c 1.00 
" 29 "Cash paid you for Cutting Out Clothes 4 .50 
"  "—™ Cash paid J. Fretwell for a pair of Shoes o 2.50 
" 30 "Cash paid W Wright for going after George Bind to 
give his deposition against German Jordan & al 6 — .00 
June 2 Cash paid Fletcher and Toler for advertising Coms 
notice against Jordan 7 3.50 
6 Cash paid Wm Crew amt of his account 
for Cloathing and making the Same 8 39.31 
20 Cash paid you for pocket Money 9.00 
July 27 Cash paid Letitia Wright act for making Clothes 9 3.00 
" Cash paid you when going to Halifax 
to get a Situation in a Mill 10.00 
Septr 15 Cash paid J Matthews for Clothing 12 2.41 
17 Cash paid tax On land 13 8.00 
7 20 Cash paid J H Townsly for a hat 14 2.50 
Octo 1 Cash paid P Matthews for Clothing 15 3.13 
" " Cash paid B T Hunt for Cutting out pantaloons 16 20 
" 28 Cash paid for leather and mending shoes .00 
Novr. 13 Cash paid Clerks ticke Suit vs Jordan 18 84 
ea . Cash Do Do Do 19 1.89 
Decr 10 Cash paid Thomas Baugh amt his act 
for Boarding and tuition 18.00 
Septr 20 Cash paid J Fretwell for pair of Shoes 21 2.50 
May 1 Cash paid P. Matthews for Clothing 22 1 
Decr 10 5 pr Cent Coms on $150.78 amt of Credit in a/c 1829 7.53 
5 pr Cent Com on $136.62 amt of Credit in ac 1830 6.83 
5 pr Cent Coms on $60 amt of Credit in a/c 1831 3.00 
5 pr Cent Com on $402 Credits in this act 20.10 
To Balance pr Contra 207.37 
Credit $402.00 
1831 | 
Decr 29 By Cash of Richd North on act 
| of rent of land $25.00 
1832 
Sept 18 "Cash of __ H Garlands on a/c of 
execution against German Jordan 
your late Guardian 200.00 
May 29 " Cash of Richd North on a/c rent of 
land 170.00 
272. 
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Decr 4 " Cash of Richd North bal. of 
rent land to 1st Jany 1832 7.00 402.00 





: 10 By balance due T P Wright $200 of 
which is loaned out upon interest by 
the guardian to off Cash paid P 
Matthews & Co for Clothing No 23 1.877% 
Do paid B Finney for 
pair Shoes " 24 2.2 4.127% 


Due the Ward $203.24% 


The undersigned pursuant to the Order of Campbell County Court being first 
sworn hath proceeded to examine state and settle the act. Current of William 
Gough Guardian of Thomas P Wright and find a Balance in his hands this Day of 
two hundred and three Dollars twenty four and a half Cents which is respectfully 
reported to Said Court 10 Decr. 1832 


James Bullock 


At a Court held for Campbell County 10 Decr 1832 the Within account of 
Thomas P Wright With William Gough his Guardian was produced in Court and 
Ordered to lie one month for exceptions and at a Court held for said County the 
14 Day of January following the same was again produced in Court and no 
exceptions having been taken thereto the same is Ordered to be Recorded 


Teste 

Ex 50¢ John Alexander CCC" 

On December 9, 1833, at Campbell County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 
21/53 commissioners were appointed to settle the account of the estate of Thomas P. 
Wright with his guardian William Gough: 

"Ordered that Saml Nowlin and John Hobson or either of them being first sworn 

state & Settle the Guardian account of Thomas P Wright with Wm Gough his 

Guardian and make report to the Court." 

On January 13, 1834, at Campbell County, Virginia, W.B. 7/234 an accounting 


for the guardianship estate of Thomas P. Wright was filed: 


"Thomas P. Wright in a/c With William Gough his Guardian Dr 
1832 
Decr 24 Cash paid you pr Rect to buy sundries for 

Christmas 1 $5.00 
1833 


May 15 Ditto S & M. H. Garlands amount of their account 2 236.90 
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April 2 


Decr 2 


1832 
Decr 10 


1833 
Febry 11 
March 11 


April 5 
March 15 


Ditto paid Clerk Cty Court Lynchburg his tickets 


Ditto to pay for Clothing pr Receipt 

Ditto paid P Matthews & Co amt their account 

Ditto paid A Page amount his account 

Ditto paid Henry ___— Do 

Ditto paid you pr Receipt 

Ditto Ditto Ditto 

Ditto Ditto Ditto 

Ditto paid Letitia Wright amt of a/c 

Ditto paid Sheriff taxes and tickets 

Ditto paid you pr Receipt 

Ditto paid P Matthews & Co in a/c 

Ditto paid Reuben Bowry Do 

Ditto paid you pr Receipt 

Ditto left __ Saml Garland to be sent to Chapman 
Johnson as a fee in Case Stockton V Wright in 
Court of appeals 

Ditto paid Cowlins & Perrow amt a/c 

Ditto paid Letitia Wright amt a/c 

Ditto paid Letitia Wright Do 

Ditto paid P Matthews & Co Do 

5 pr Cent Commission on $2793.28 

Cents of this year 

paid S & M H Garlands a/c 

Balance pr Contra 


22 


by balance due fm a/c settlement returned to Campbell 


County Court 


amt Frankling bond being pr amt due March 
from Sami Fleming see Judgment Reivd 
Cty Court Lynchburg 


Cash account of German Jordan at Campbell Court 


House 
Ditto of Richard North amt of Rent for 1832 


Amt Chancery decree agt German Jordan as Guard 


T P Wrights Decree Decree for $224.64 
__ $1.76 from 31 decr 
1834 till 14 Jany 1832 5.41 
230.10 
off Recd a Credit 18 
Septr 1832 200.00 





Amt Ex__ Stephen Perrow &c paid to 
S & MH Garlands by Jno Wall ___ 
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214. 


30.00 


$2996.52 


$203.24 


204.89 


2340.41 
152.35 


VIZ 


principal to October 1826 31.62 
Int 26 July 1832 11.00 
Attorneys fee 16.66 
Printer Bill 6.25 65.53 95.42 


$2996.52 


pursuant to an order of the County Court of Campbell bearing date Decr term 
1832 to us directed We the undersigned have examined the foregoing account 
and find Vouchers in the hands of Guardian for all sums paid and by him and 
believe the balance as above of two thousand Nine hundred and Seventy six 
dollars and 17 Cents to be Correct Given under our hands this 9 day of Decr 
1833 | 


John Hobson 
Saml Nowlin 


At a Court day for Campbell County 9 day of December 1832 The within account 
Current of the Estate of Thomas P Wright with William Gough his Guardian was 
presented in Court and ordered to lie one month for exceptions and at a Court 
held for Said County the 13 day of January following the same was again 
presented in Court and no exception having been taken thereto the same is 
Ordered to be Recorded 


Teste 
John Alexander CCC" 
The 1834 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed 
Thomas P. Wright with the following household on April 5: 
Number of White — Blacks Blacks 


Persons Names maies above 16 above above 
Chargeable with Tax years of age 12 years 16 years 
Ap! 5th Thomas P Wright 1 2 4 
Free Stud Rate of 
Horses Negroes horses cover- Sum Total 
Mares Colts and & Jack ing per Riding of taxes 


and Mules Mulattoes Asses season Carriages §$ Cts 





00 
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The 1835 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed 
Thomas P. Wright with the following household March 14: 


Dates of 
receiving 
lists of 
individuals 


March 14th 
Horses 


Mares 
Colts 


No. of No. of 


No. of Blacks Blacks 
White Males above above 
Persons Names above 12 12 years 12 years 


chargeable with the tax years ofage ofage ofage 


Thomas P Wright 1 
Free Stud Rate of | 
Negroes Horses Cover- Sum Total 
and and Jack ing per Riding of taxes 





and Mules Mulattoes Asses Season Carriages $ C 


On January 12, 1835, at Campbell County, Virginia, W.B. 7/325 an accounting 


for the guardianship estate of Thomas P. Wright was filed: 


"Dr Mr Thomas P Wright in account with William Gough his Guardian 


1834 
Janry 3 


1833 
Decr 20 
1834 
March 6 


July 30 
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To Cash paid P Paxton for 458 Ibs pork @ $5.00 pr act $22.90 
ditto paid John Hollins for 1% bushels Salt @ $1.00 pr act 1.50 


" ditto paid Jonn B Cabell for 10 barrels corn @ 15/pr act 25.00 


" ditto paid Hancock & Brown amt their a/c pr act 1.50 
" ditto paid John Thurman do pr act 3 
" ditto paid P Matthews & Co amt their a/c pr act 17.86 
" ditto paid Ambrose Page ditto pr act 6.37 
" ditto handed you pr act 10.00 
" ditto paid James Wilson for 300 Ibs Oats @ 3/- 1.50 
" ditto paid Paschal Glass for hauling corn pr act 6.00 
" ditto paid Tax on two Slaves & one horse 1.93 
" ditto paid Tax on Land 8.00 
" ditto paid D Rodes Chancery Ticket 6.26 
" ditto paid John Alexander Clerks Ticket 1.00 
" ditto paid John Hollins for 47 lbs Bacon @ 12% 0.88 


" ditto paid Stephen Perron for horse viz 
amt. bond due Janry 1834 $55.00 Interest to date $303 08.03 


" ditto paid Silvy Wright amt her a/c pr act 2/.00 
" ditto paid Dr J N Brooks amt his a/c pr act 8.50 
276. 


" ditto paid Patrick Matthews amt his a/c for winter clothing 


&c pr act 39.40 
‘ " ditto paid Stephen Perrow at Decr Court pr act 10.00 
8 " ditto paid C S Perrow amt a/c pr act 1.75 
7 "Coms on $153.50 @ 5 pr ct 7.67 
: "Coms on $5.06 of S & M H Garland 25 
"amt my a/c for money expended by me on prosecuting 
suit vs Jordan & al 100 Int 1 Janry 1832 118.00 
7 ss " Balance due pr contra 2147.68 
Cr $2534.73 
1833 
Decr 9 By balance due you pr a/c returned to Campbell Court 2376.17 
1834 
Janry 1 " Cash of Richard North in part of rent for 1833 90.00 
July 30 " ditto of same bal. rent 1833 viz Amt due 1st January 
1834 $150.00 off then paid $50 Int to date $3.50 103.50 
1835 
Janry 9 " ditto of S & M H Garland balance Exon for cost 
Flemming vs Wright $229 off Amount their a/c $17.85 5.06 
2534.73 
1835 
Janry 9 By balance due pr contra 2147.68 


Pursuant to an Order of the County Court of Campbell hereto annexed the 
undersigned appointed Commissioners for that purpose being duly sworn have 
proceeded to examine state and settle the a/c of Wm Gough Guardian of Thos: 
P Wright and report that the same as stated within is correct and that all the 
charges in the same are sustained by full and sufficient vouchers exhibited to us 
Given under our hands the 12th January 1835 


C L Mosby 
M. H. Gariand 


At a Court held for Campbell County January 12th 1835 


The within Guardian account of Thomas P Wright with William Gough his 
Guardian was produced in Court and ordered to lie one month for exception and 
at a Court held for said County 9th February following the same was again 
produced in Court and no exceptions having been taken thereto the same is 
Ordered to be Recorded 


Teste 
John Alexander CCC" 
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In November 1835 at Campbell County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 
21/248 Thomas P. Wright was presented for a breach of the peace by beating Robert 
Vest: 


"We present Thomas P Wright for a breach of the peace by beating of Robert 
Vest at the house of Joseph Wood in the County of Campbell Within Six months 
last past by the Information of Robert Vest & Voluntary prosecutor." 


In December 1835 at Campbell County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 
21/262 Thomas Wright was found to be over 21 and the guardianship assets ordered 
delivered to him: 


"Wright v Wright Guard. On Motion This Cause came on again to be heared 
upon the papers formerly read and the rule made in this Cause upon the _ day 
of ____ which appears to have been duly executed upon William Gough the 
present admr on Consideration Whereof and it satisfactorily appearing to the 
Court that Thomas P. Wright is now of full age and the said Gough his Guard 
and admr of said Robert Wright estate Wishing to deliver over the estate in his 
hands both as Admr and Guardian on his being protected against any after claim 
and the Pit being Willing in future to look to the Deft. Thomas P. Wright for her 
annuities after the present year, the Court doth therefore adjudge order and 
decree that the Deft. William Gough do Settle his account as admr and Guardian 
aforesaid before Charles L Molly and M H Garland who are hereby appointed 
Commissioners for the purpose and who are also directed to assertain the 
balance of the annuities due the Plft. and having so assertained the several 
amounts due on said accounts the Defendant Gough is ordered and decreed to 
pay to the Plft the balance of the Amount assertained to be due as aforesaid and 
the balance to pay over to said Thomas P. Wright or his Order and the said 
Coms. are directed to report their procedings to the Court but the said Thomas 
P. Wright shall not have the benefit of this decree until he shall first have entered 
into bond and Security payable to the adms in a sum at least double the sum he 
shall pay over as admr as aforesaid Conditioned to refund and pay any debts 
outstanding against said decedent: With all costs of recovery" 


(35 Cents)" 


On December 17 and 22, 1835, at Campbell County, Virginia, D.B. 20/159 and 
D.B. 20/161 Thomas P. Wright executed two deeds of trust with Charles L. Mosby and 
Maurice H. Garland to secure payments due to Sylvia Wright from the estate of 1818 
Robert Wright: 


"This Indenture made and entered into this 17th day of December 1835 By and 
between Thomas P. Wright of the County of Campbell of the one part Charles L. 
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Mosby and Maurice H. Garland of Lynchburg of the second part and Sylva 
Wright of the County aforesaid of the third and last part Witnesseth that whereas 
the said Sylva Wright is entitled to an annuity from the Estate of Robin Wright 
decd. the Father of said Thomas for which she is now prosecuting a suit in the 
County Court of Campbell against William Gough Admr. of said Robin Wright 
decd the said suit originally having been against German Jordan Admr of said 
Wright and revived by rule against the said Gough and perhaps other 
Defendants which said suit is now depending and there being several annuities 
in arrear and the cause at the last term of said Court refered to the said Garland 
and Mosby as Commissioners to ascertain the balance due her and the said 
Sylva Wright being willing to release said Gough as Adnrr. aforesaid from all 
liabilities for the annuities now in arrear and hereafter to become due to look to 
the said Thomas P. Wright for the payment of the same and he the said 
Thomas P. Wright having received of said Gough as his Guardian and as Adnrr. 
aforesaid the whole Estate coming to him out of which said annuities are to be 
paid is willing and hereby binds himself to pay to said Sylva Wright the annuities 
now in arrear or hereafter to become due to her whatever the sum may be to be 
ascertained by the commissioners aforesaid and if not already is hereafter to 
enter himself a party to the suit aforesaid and occupy the place of said Gough 
And he the said Thomas P. Wright being willing and desirous to secure the said 
Sylva Wright the prompt payments of the annuities already in arrear and 
hereafter to become due with all such Lawful interest as has or may become due 
then with the costs of the suit aforesaid Now this Indenture further witnesseth 
that for in consideration of the premises as also for the further consideration of 
one Dollar Lawful money in hand paid to the said Thomas P. Wright by the said 
Mosby and Garland at or before the sealing and delivery of these presents the 
receipt of which is hereby acknowledged he the said Thomas P. Wright hath 
granted bargained and sold and by these presents doth grant bargain and sell to 
the said Mosby and Garland and their heirs forever a certain tract or parcel of 
land lying and being in the County of Campbell containing 370 acres more or 
less adjoining the Lands of William Gough and others it being the same Land 
inherited by the said Thomas P. as the heir at Law of the said Robin Wright a 
part of which is now in the occupancy of Richd North as tenant together with all 
and singular the houses ways privileges and appurtenances thereunto belonging 
or in any wise connected with the same and the said Thomas P. Wright for 
himself and his heirs hereby covenants and agrees to and with the said Garland 
and Mosby that he has now a good and absolute right and title in fee simple to 
the Land aforesaid and that he will forever warrant defend to them a good and 
absolute right and title to the same not only against the claim of himself and his 
heirs but against the claim right title or demand of all and every other person or 

_ persons whomsoever both at Law and in equity Upon trust nevertheless that the 
said Garland and Mosby shall permit the said Thomas P. Wright to remain in 
quiet and peaceable possession of the Land aforesaid and its appurtenances 
and take the profits thereof to himself until default be made in the payment of the 
said annuities either in arrear or in future those in arrear to be paid so soon as 
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the amount shall have been ascertained or demanded by the said Sylva Wright 
upon the happening of which or the failure of the said Thomas P to pay up the 
annuities now in arrear when ascertained or demanded or of those hereafter 
which may become due or any part thereof it shall be the duty of said Mosby and 
Garland or either of them they being authorised to act jointly and severally at the 
request of the said Sylva Wright her agent attorney executor or Administrator to 
proceed to sell all or so much of said land as may be necessary for the purpose 
either at public auction or privately for cash or upon credit provided reasonable 
notice of such sale be given in some newspaper printed in Lynchburg and out of 
such sale after deducting all expenses incident thereto and the costs of this deed 
to pay to said Sylva Wright the amount then due her with interest and cost and 
so on from time to time to make sale of the Land aforesaid or so much as may 
be necessary for the payment of the annuities as they respectively become due 
with interest and costs It is hereby declared to be the true meaning and intent of 
this deed that the said Mosby and Garland or either one acting are so to act as 
to provide for the prompt payment of the annuities aforesaid either in arrear or 
hereafter to become due with their interest and costs and from time to time shall 
it become necessary to make such sale or sales as may be requisite for the 
payment of the same and secure to said Sylva a comfortable and decent support 
and also so to act as to protect and indemnify said Gough by reason of his 
having surrendered up the Estate aforesaid before the said annuities having 
been paid viz should said Gough in any wise suffer by reason of his having 
surrendered up said Estate without the annuities having been paid and thereby 
should incur loss then the said trustees or either of them are to provide for the 
same and if necessary dispose of the Land aforesaid in manner aforesaid and 
refund to said Gough watever he may have been compelled to pay with interest 
and costs In testimony whereof the parties have hereto set their hands and 
seals the day and year first above written 


Thomas P. Wright 


Corporation of Lynchburg to wit we John R. D. Payne and Sami McCorkle 
Justices of the peace in and for said Corporation in the State of Virginia do 
hereby certify that Thomas P. Wright a party to a certain deed bearing date on 
the 1/th December 1835 and hereto annexed this day personally appeared 
before us in our said Corporation and acknowledged the same to be his act and 
deed and desired us to certify the said acknowledgement to the Clerk of the 
County Court of Campbell in order that said deed may be Recorded Given 
under our hands and seals this 17th December 1835 


John R. D. Payne 
Saml McCorkle 


0099B(082105) 280. 


This deed together with the certificate of acknowledgement thereon endorsed 
was produced in the Clerks Office of the County Court of Campbell on the 20th 
day of december 1835 and admitted to Record. 


Teste John Alexander C.C.C." 


The second deed of trust provided as follows: 


"This Indenture made and entered into this 22nd day of December in the year 
1835 Between Thomas P. Wright of the County of Campbell of the first part 
Henry Dunnington of the second part and C. L. Mosby and M. H. Garland of the 
third part Witnesseth that whereas the said T. P. Wright stands justly indebted 
to the said H. Dunnington in the sum of Four hundred and Ten dollars due by 
bond bearing date even herewith and payable on the 15th February 1836 the 
payment whereof the said Thomas P. Wright is honestly desirous to secure in 
consideration whereof and for the further consideration of the sum of one dollar 
to him in hand paid by the said C. L. Mosby & M. H. Garland at and before the 
ensealing and delivery of these presents the receipt whereof is hereby fully 
acknowledged he the said Thomas P. Wright hath bargained sold and delivered 
and doth by these presents grant bargain & sell alien enfeoff and confirm unto 
the said C. L. Mosby and M. H. Garland heirs executors Administrators and 
assigns forever the following real and personal estate to wit One tract of land in 
Campbell County containing __ acres adjoining the Lands of William Gough 
and others and on which Richd North now resides being the same tract of land 
heretofore by said Thomas P. to said C. L. Mosby and M. H. Garland by deed of 
date the 17th December 1835 to secure certain annuities due to Sylva Wright to 
which deed reference is made for certainty also the following slaves to wit Mary 
suckey John with all and singular the appurtinances thereto and the future 
increase of said slaves To have and to hold the said Land and slaves to them 
the said Garland and Mosby their heirs Executors administrators or assigns and 
the said Thomas P. Wright doth for himself his heirs Executors and Admrs | 
covenant and agree to and with the said Garland and Mosby their heirs 
Executors and Administrators that he will forever warrant and defend a good and 
lawful right title and interest in and to the hereby conveyed Land and negroes 
free from the claim of himself his heirs &c and from the claim of all and every 
person or persons whatever either at law or in equity but upon this special trust 
and confidence nevertheless that it shall be lawful for the said Thomas P. Wright 
to remain in the peaceable and uninterrupted possession of the hereby 
conveyed land and negroes until the happening of the default herein after 
mentioned But in case the said Thomas P. Wright his heirs Executors and 
Administrators shall make default and fail to pay the debt hereby secured or 
intended to be secured or any part thereof on or before the 15th day of February 
1836 next with its lawful interest then and in that case it shall and will be lawful 
for the said Garland and Mosby or either of them or the survivor of them upon 
request of the said H. Dunnington or assigns to expose to sale at public auction 
to the highest bidder for cash the hereby conveyed land and negroes having 
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previously advertised the time and place of sale at least ten days in some 
newspaper printed in the town of Lynchburg and out of the proceeds of sale in 
the first place pay and satisfy the costs and charges attending the execution of 
this instrument and then pay said debt or such part hereof as shall remain due 
and unpaid with its accruing interest and surplus if any to the said Thomas P. 
Wright his executors or administrators or such other person as shall be lawfully 
authorised to receive the same _ In witness whereof the parties have hereunto set 
their hands and affixed their seals the day and years first above written. 


Thomas P. Wright 


Corporation of Lynchburg to wit we John R. D. Payne and F. S. Miller Justices of 
the peace for said Corporation do hereby certify that Thomas P. Wright party to a 
certain deed of date 22nd December 1835 and hereto annexed personally 
appeared before us in our said Corporation and acknowledged the same to be 
his act and deed and desired us to certify said acknowledgement to the Clerk of 
the County Court of Campbell in order that the same may be Recorded Given 
under our hands and seals the 22nd December 1835 


John R. D. Payne 
F. S. Miller 


This deed was presented in the Clerks Office of the County Court of Campbell 
on the 23rd day of December 1835 and together with the certificate of 
acknowledgement thereon endorsed was admitted to Record. 


Examd & Delivd to Garlands 
Teste John Alexander C.C.C." 


On January 5, 1836, at Campbell County, Virginia, D.B. 20/162 Thomas P. 
Wright executed another deed of trust to C. L. Mosby and M. H. Garland to secure a 
debt of $100 due to George Smith. 

On January 11, 1836, at Campbell County, Virginia, W.B. 7/399 a final 
accounting for the guardianship estate of Thomas P. Wright was filed: 


"Dr Thos P Wright in account with William Gough his Guardian 


1835 $ cts 
March 13. ~—- To Cash paid Mclver and Drean tailoring bill per 

Recpt No 1 14.25 

Cash paid you pr rect | 2 12.50 

July 9 " Cash paid Elisha Clark for board pr rect 3 12.50 

" Cash paid you pr Rect 4 3.50 
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Augt 20 
22 


Septr 3 
Octr 12 


12 
Novr 20 


Decr 16 


1835 
Dec 17 


1835 
Janry 9 


March 13 
July 9 " 


1835 
Decr 17 


" Cash paid John Hollins for Corn & Bacon pr R 

" Cash paid Sheriff Campbell taxes on land and 
tickets 

" Cash paid you pr Recpt 

" Cash paid you 

" Cash paid P Matthews & Co for clothing p rect 

" Cash paid you pr Rect 

" Cash paid M Hart for suit of Clothes pr rect 

" Cash paid M Hart for a Cap pr recpt 

" Cash paid you pr rect 

" Cash paid John Hollins for Bacon Cotton p R 

"Cash paid you pr Rect 

"5 p Cent commission on $153.54 cts cs of this year 

"5 p Cent commission on $150.00 

To Balance pr Contra 


Cash allowed to Wm Gough in addition to other 
allowances of comrs &c 

To Cash paid C L Mosby for defending Guardian 
ads Sylva Wright 

To Cash paid Thomas P Wright in full 


By Balance due on last settlement pr act returned 
to last Court 

" Cash of Richd North part rent of land of last year 

Cash of Do bal of last years rent & Interest 

By this sum due on interest account on the several 
accounts settled to this day 

By rent Bond of R North for this years rent 


By Balance due Thos P Wright this day 


7.63 


11.68 
10.00 
2.00 
6.75 
40.00 
36.37 
7.00 
25.00 
6.62 
10.00 
7.67 
7.50 
2566.34 
2787.31 


16.17 
10.00 


2540.17 
$2566.34 





$2147.68 
30.00 
123.54 


336.09 
$150.00 


$2566.34 $2787.31 


$2566.31 


1835 December 17 Pursuant to an order of Campbell County Court herewith 
filed the undersigned proceeded this day to state and settle the Guardian 


account of William Gough Guardian of Thomas P Wright and report the 


foregoing exhibit as the result of their examination The various items of charge in 
said account were all supported by full and sufficient vouchers and a balance 
found due to the said Thomas P Wright of $2566 of which the said Thomas P 
ordered $16.17 to be retained by the Guardian so as to make his Commission in 
all amount to $200.00 and also $10 to be paid to C L Mosby as acknowledged 
The balance with $2540.17 (Twenty five hundred and forty dollars and 17 cents) 
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was by the undersigned paid over to Thomas P Wright as by his receipt herewith 
filed All which is respectfully submitted 


CL. Mosby 
M. H. Garland 


At a Court held for Campbell County 11th January 1836 The within Guardian 
account of Thomas P Wright with William Gough his Guardian was produced in 
Court and ordered to lie one month for exceptions And at a Court held for the 
said County the 8th day of February following the same was again produced in 
Court and no exceptions having been taken thereto the same was ordered to be 
Recorded. 


Teste 
John Alexander CCC" 

In January and February 1836 Thomas Pryor Wright executed the following 
additional deeds of trust: 

1. On January 13, 1836, at Campbell County, Virginia, D.B. 20/179 to S. & 
M. H. Garland to secure a debt of $199.91 due to Charles Mosby; 

2. On February 2, 1836, at Campbell County, Virginia, D.B. 20/189 to 
Maurice H. Garland and Charles L. Mosby to secure a debt of $167 due to Nowlin and 
Herndon; 

3. On February 9, 1836, at Campbell County, Virginia, D.B. 20/196 to C. L. 
Mosby and M. H. Garland to secure a debt of $150 due to Robinson and Elliott and a 
debt of $23.59 due to H. Brown, Jr.; and 

4. February 10, 1836, at Campbell County, Virginia, D.B. 20/194 to C. L. 
Mosby and M. H. Garland to secure a debt of $300 due to John McKinney. 

The 1836 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed 
Thomas P. Wright with the following household on February 23: 


Date of No. of 

receiving Persons Names White males No.of Blacks No. of Blacks 
lists of Chargeable above 16 above 12 above 16 
Individuals with the Tax. yearsofAge YearsofAge years of Age 


Febry 23 Thomas P Wright 1 
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Horses Free Stud Rate of Sum Total 
Mares Negroes Horses  Cover- of taxes 
Colts and &Jack ingper Riding Dollars 
and Mules Mulattoes Asses season Carriages Cents 








In February and March 1836 Thomas Pryor Wright executed the following 
additional deeds of trust: 

1. On February 26, 1836, at Campbell County, Virginia, D.B. 20/210 to 
Charles S. Mosby to secure a debt of $36.50 due to S. and M. H. Garland; and | 

2. On March 7, 1836, at Campbell County, Virginia, D.B. 20/236 to 
William M. Brown to secure a debt of $1000 due to John Kyle. 

In March 1836 at Campbell County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 21/284 
Thomas P. Wright acknowledged a debt of $50 to John McKinney: 


"John McKinney Plaintiff against Thomas P Wright Dft In Debt This day came the 
plaintiff by his attorney as well as the Deft by John Alexander who was appointed 
by the Deft to Confess a Judgment in this Case who acknowledges the plaintiffs 
action for the sum of $50 with Interest thereon from the 9th day of March 1836 till 
paid and the Costs" 


In 1836 at Campbell County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 21/32 
Thomas P. was summoned to answer for his breach of the peace against Robert Vest: 


"ComWealth agt Thomas P. Wright On the Motion of the attorney for the 
CommonWealth it is Ordered that the said Wright be Summoned to appear at 
the Next Quarterly term of this Court to answer an Information filed against him 
for a breach of the peace by the beating of Robert Vest." 


On April 22, 1836, at Campbell County, Virginia, D.B. 21/16 Charles L. Mosby 
and Maurice H. Garland, as trustees, sold 375 acres of land of Thomas Pryor Wright 
securing certain deeds of trust in order to pay certain debts of Thomas Pryor Wright: 


"This Indenture made the 22nd day of April in the year 1836 Between Charles L 
Mosby and Maurice H Garland trustees &c and Thomas P Wright of the first part 
and Edward Hunter of the second part Witnesseth that whereas the said 
Thomas P Wright did on the 17th day of December 1835 execute a deed of trust 
conveying to the said Mosby and Garland a certain tract of land containing three 
hundred and seventy five acres hereinafter more particularly described for the 
purpose of securing to Sylva Wright a debt therein specified to be due to her and 
whereas also the said Thomas P did also on the 2nd day of February 1836 
convey by like deed the same land to the same trustees for the purpose of 
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securing a debt therein specified to be due to Nowlin and Herndon and whereas 
also the said Thomas P did on the 9th and 10th day of February 1836 
respectively by two several deeds convey the same land to the same trustees for 
the purpose of securing a debt due to Robinson and Elliott and a debt due to 
Henry Brown jr and also a third debt to John McKinney all of which said deeds 
are duly recorded in Campbell County Court and whereas the several trust 
therein intended to be secured have requested and required the said Mosby and 
Garland trustees &c to proceed to sell the said land according to the provisions 
of the said several deeds for the purpose of paying off their debts and in 
obedience to said request and by the consent of the said Thomas P Wright 
signified by his signing and sealing these presents the said Mosby and Garland 
have advertised the land to be sold on this day at public auction on the premises 
to the highest bidder by a notice duly printed for __ weeks in the Lynchburg 
Virginian a newspaper printed in said town And now on this day the said land 
being publickly offered as aforesaid and the said Edward Hunter being the 
highest bidder the same was knocked out to him at the price of ten dollars and 
fifty cents per acre Now this Indenture witnesseth that in consideration of the 
premises and for the further consideration of the sum of three thousand nine 
hundred and thirty seven dollars and fifty cents to them in hand paid by the said 
Edward Hunter at and before the sealing and delivery of these presents the 
receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged they the said Mosby and Garland 
Trustees &c have granted bargained and sold and do by these presents grant 
bargain and sell to the said Edward Hunter and his heirs &c forever the following 
tract of land to wit that tract of land lying and being in the County of Campbell 
adjoining the lands of William Gough and others containing by a recent survey 
three hundred and seventy five acres be the same more or less being the same 
land inherited by Thomas P Wright from his Father Robin Wright deceased and 
for the present year rented to and occupied by Richard North and also the same 
conveyed as aforesaid by the several deeds of trust to the said Mosby and 
Garland to which reference is here made for greater certainty with all and 
singular the appurtenances thereunto in any manner belonging to have and to 
hoid the said tract of land to the said Edward Hunter and his heirs &c forever to 
the only use of the said Edward Hunter and his heirs &c forever And the said 
Mosby and Garland and their heirs do covenant and agree to and with the said 
Hunter and his heirs that they will warrant and defend a good and perfect right 
and title to said land specially against the claim of them or either of them or their 
heirs and also all other persons claiming by through or under them but not 
otherwise It is understood that the said Hunter shall have the privilege of seeding 
a crop on the land the ensuing fall and full possession on the first day of January 
next It is also understood that Sylvia Wright the grand mother of Thomas P is to 
retain the house and __ acres of land and have sufficient wood to burn and 
timber to repair the house and keep up her fences and also free access to the 
spring and use of the water for the period of her natural life and at her death the 
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said house and lot to pass to the said Edward Hunter. In testimony whereof the 
parties have hereto set their hands and seals the day and year aforesaid 


D L Mosby 
M H Garland 
Thomas P Wright 


Corporation of Lynchburg to wit 


We the undersigned Justices of the peace for said Corporation do hereby certify 
that Thomas P Wright party to a certain deed of date the 22nd April 1836 and 
hereto annexed personaly appeared before us in our said Corporation and 
acknowledged the same to be his act and deed and desired us to certify said 
acknowledgment to the clerk of Campbell County Court in order that the same 
may be recorded Given under our hands and seals the 15th day of May 1836 


N H Thornton 
John R D Payne 


Corporation of Lynchburg to wit 


We John R D Payne and Caswell Poe Justices of the peace for said Corporation 
do hereby certify that Charles L Mosby and Maurice H Garland trustees parties 
to a certain deed of date the 22nd April 1836 and hereto annexed personally 
appeared before us and acknowledged the same to be their act and deed and 
desired us to certify said acknowledgment to the Clerk of Campbell County Court 
in order that the same may be recorded Given under our hands and seals the 
21st day of May 1836 


John R D Payne 
C Poe 


At a Court held for Campbell County the 9th day of January 1837 This Indenture 
together with the certificates of acknowledgment thereon endorsed was 
produced in Court and ordered to be Recorded 


Examd Teste 
John Alexander C.C.C." 
In June 1836 at Campbell County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 21/326 
Thomas P. Wright was committed to jail as an insolvent debtor: 


"Thomas P. Wright an Insolvent debtor Committed to the jail of this County upon 
an execution sued out of the Clerks Office of this Court on a Judgment of a 
Justice of the Peace for said County against him by Earley and Organ, was 
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brought into Court by the Sheriff and it appearing that Samuel Organ acting 
partner of said firm was in Court acknowledged notice of the petition of Thomas 
P Wright that he may be permitted to take the benefit of the act for the relief of 
Insolvent debtors the said Thomas P. Wright in Open Court Subscribed and 
delivered in a Schedule of his estate and Made Oath thereto as the law directs it 
is Ordered that the said Thomas P Wright be discharged Out of Custody" 


On January 23, 1838, at Campbell County, Virginia, D.B. 21/392 Thomas P. 
Wright gave all of his interest in the estate of Sylvia Wright to his cousin Letitia Wright: 


"This Indenture made the 23rd January 1838 between Thomas P. Wright of the 
one part and Letitia Wright of the second part. Witnesseth: that for and in 
consideration of the sum of One Dollar paid to the said Thomas P. Wright by the 
said Letitia at and before the sealing and delivery of these presents, the receipt 
whereof is hereby acknowledged and more especially for and in consideration 
that the said Letitia Wright rendered to the said Thomas P. important services in 
his infancy and childhood which have never been paid to her, and which the said 
Thomas P. is now desirous to make good to the said Letitia he the said 

Thomas P. hath granted bargained and sold, and by these presents doth grant 
bargain and sell to the said Letitia Wright all his right, title, interest, claim, or 
demand, of any and every character in and to the Estate of Sylvia Wright 
deceased To Have and To Hold the said Interest to the said Letitia Wright, and 
her heirs and assigns forever, in fee simple - Witness our hands and seals the 
day and year first before written. 


Thomas P. Wright. 
Corporation of Lynchburg To wit. 
We D. R. Lyman and Caswell Poe Justices of the peace of our said corporation, 
do hereby certify that Thomas P. Wright, party to a certain Deed of date the 23rd 
January 1838 and hereto annexed, personally appeared before us, and 
acknoweldged the same to be his act and Deed, and desired us to certify said 
acknowledgement to the clerk of the county court of Campbell in order that the 
same may be recorded - 
Witness our hands and seals the 25th January 1838. 


D. R. Lyman 
Caswell Poe 


Campbell Clerks Office January 26th 1838. This Indenture of bargain and sale 
from Thomas P. Wright to Letitia Wright together with the certificate of 
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acknowledgement thereon endorsed was presented in office and admitted to 


record. 


Teste John Alexander Clerk" 


The 1841 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Pryor 


Wright with the following household on May 24: 


Date of 

Receiving Persons Names 
List of chargeable 
Individuals with Tax 

May 24 Pryor Wright 
Horses Mares Free 


Colts and Mules Negroes 


Slaves 
No. of White above 
males above Sixteen 
Sixteen years old 
1 
Riding Valuation of 
Carriages Carriages 


Slaves 
above 
Twelve 


years old 
1 


Amount 
of Tax 


40 


On July 9, 1841, at Bedford County, Virginia, D.B. 29/112 Thomas P. Wright sold 


his 56 acres of land to Charles Wilson: 


"This Indenture made this 9th day of July in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and forty one, between Thomas P. Wright of the County of 
Campbell and State of Virginia of the one part and Charles Wilson of the other 
part, Witnesseth that the said Thomas P. Wright for and in consideration of the 
Sum of fifty dollars lawful money of Virginia to him in hand paid by the said 
Charles Wilson, the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged has granted, 
bargained and sold, and by these presents doth grant bargain and sell unto the 
said Charles Wilson his heirs &c a tract or parcel of land lying and being in the 
County of Bedford and State of Virginia and situated on the Suck mountain in 
said County, known by the name of Cowhead Entry, Containing fifty six acres by 
survey, and bounded as follows to Wit. Beginning at a poplar on Boyles branch, 
thence N. 35 E. 52 poles to a hickory N. 28 E. 52 poles to a hickory N. 78 poles 
to a red oak N. 26 E. 36 poles to a red oak S. 81 E. 28 poles to a chesnut oak S. 
2 E. 144 to a maple S. 60 W. 24 poles to a chesnut tree S. 84 W. 46 poles to a 
chesnut tree S. 70 W. 44 to the beginning. To have and to hold the aforesaid 
tract or parcel of land with all and singular the improvements, privileges and 
appurtenances thereunto belonging to him the said Charles Wilson his heirs and 
assigns forever. And the said Thomas P. Wright doth hereby covenant and bind 
himself his heirs &c to warrant and forever defend the fee simple right and title to 
the aforesaid tract or parcel of land with its appurtenances &c to the said Charles 
Wilson his heirs &c free from the claim or claims of all persons whomsoever. 
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In testimony whereof he the said Thomas P. Wright has hereunto set his hand 
and affixed his seal the day and year first above written. 


Thos. P. Wright 
Corporation of Lynchburg to Wit 


We Ammon Hancock and H. O. Schoolfield Justices of the peace in and for the 
Corporation aforesaid and State of Virginia, do hereby certify that Thomas P. 
Wright a party to a certain deed bearing date on the 9th day of July 1841 and 
hereto annexed personally appeared before us in our Corporation aforesaid and 
acknowledged the Same to be his act and deed and desired us to certify the said 
acknowledgement to the Clerk of the County Court of Bedford in order that the 
said deed may be recorded. Given under our hands and seals this 9th day of 
July 1841. 


Ammon Hancock 
Henry O. Schoolfield 


Bedford Clerks Office July 12th 1841 
This Indenture of bargain & sale from Thomas P. Wright to Charles Wilson was 
produced in the Office and together with the certificate thereto annexed admitted 


to record. 


Teste 
Ro. C. Mitchell CBC" 


The 1842 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Pryor 
Wright with the following household on May 7: 





Date of Slaves Slaves 
Receiving Persons Names No. of White above above 
Lists from chargeable males above _ Sixteen Twelve 
Individuals with Tax sixteen years old years old 
May 7 Pryor Wright 1 1 
Horses Mares Free Riding Valuation of Amount 
Colts and Mules Negroes ___ Carriages Carriages of Tax 
40 
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The 1843 Personal Property Tax List for Campbell County, Virginia, listed 
Thomas P. Wright with the following household on February 23: 


Date of No. of 
receiving Persons Names White males No. of Blacks No. of Blacks 
lists of Chargeable above 16 above 12 above 16 


Individuals with the Tax years of Age Years of Age years of Age 
Febry 23 Thomas P Wright 1 


Horses Free Stud Rate of Sum Total 
Mares Negroes Horses Cover- of taxes 
Colts and and & Jack ing per Riding Dollars 
Mules Mulattoes Asses season Carriages Cents 


On February 2, 1853, Betsey Wright filed her petition for an accounting for the 
estates of James Wright, Mariah Wright, and Emeline Turner and for payment of the 
estates to her as the sole survivor of Sylvia Wright's family, indicating the death of 
Thomas Pryor Wright before that date: 

". ..- 6 Robin Wright - who willed his interest in said estate to his son Thomas P. 

Wright. ... It thus appears that every child of Sylvia Wright except your oratrix, 

and every descendant of all her other children [who could take under her] are all 

dead, intestate, unmarried & without child or children - and your oratrix is the 
sole survivor of the whole family, and sole heir of all the rest-... ." 
This record in conjunction with the absence of Thomas Pryor Wright from the Campbell 
County Personal Property Tax Lists after 1843 indicates that Thomas Pryor Wright died 
after April 18, 1843 and probably before 1844. 

On February 11, 1853, in that same case Allen L. Wyllie stated in his deposition 

that Thomas P. Wright had died several years before: 


",...oth Question by Same: 

When did Emmeline Turner die? 
Answer: 

| think she died on the 23d Decr. 1846. 


6th Question by Same 
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When did William & Tho. P. Wright die? 
Answer: 


They have been both dead several years | do not know exactly how long... ." 


b. Martha Anne Or Ann Davidson, Also Known As Martha Ann 
Wright 
Martha Anne or Ann Davidson was the daughter of 1818 
Robert "Robin" Wright of Campbell County and Polly Davidson. (1779 John’, 1805 
Thomas’, 1818 Robert "Robin"’) | | 
As set forth in the complaint in File 525, Lynchburg Superior Court of Law and 





Chancery, Martha Ann Davidson was born of Polly Davidson and Robert Wright within 
nine months of Robert's death and on October 14, 1818: 


",... That the said Testator departed this life on the 14th day of October 1818, 

leaving the said Will unrevoked, uncancelled, and in full force. Your Oratrix Polly 

since the Death of the said Robert, and within nine months next thereafter, has 

been delivered of a female child named Martha Ann Davidson alias Martha Ann 
Wright who is the infant plaintiff herein before named. .. ." 


As set forth in the cross-complaint in File 578, Lynchburg Superior Court of Law 


and Chancery, Martha Ann had died: 


", ... Afterwards the said Robert took to live with him a white woman by the 
name of Polly Davidson who within nine months next after the death of the said 
Robert had a female child by the name of Martha Anne Davison which said child 
has since died... ." 


In the deposition of John Hoar dated October 9, 1820, in File 525 he stated that 
Martha Ann was born a few days after Robert Wright's death: 

"Question by PItff 

Do you know that Polly Davidson alias Polly Wright was delivered of a child a few 


days after Robert Wrights Death & if you do, do believe that Robert Wright is the 
father of it. 


Answer. | have every reason to believe that she was & | have every reason to 


believe that Robert Wright was the father of it as its colour & features 
corresponded with his." 
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In the deposition of Daniel B. Perrow dated February 5, 1821, in File 525 he 
stated that Martha Ann died shortly after birth: 


"Quest. by same Is Martha Ann Davidson alias Martha Ann Wright the issue of 
this connection between negro Robt & Polly Davidson 


Ansr. | understood that they had a child 
Quest by same How long has that child been dead 


Ansr | do not know but understood that it died shortly after its birth" 


2. Betsey Wright, Her Non-Husband _And Her 
Descendants 


Betsey Wright was a daughter of 1805 Thomas Wright of Campbell 
County and Sylvia (___) (___) Wright. (1779 John’, 1805 Thomas?) 
On April 14, 1800, at Campbell County, Virginia, D.B. 5/85 Thomas Wright 
executed an emancipation of his slave Betsy Wright, aged 16 years, indicating her date 
of birth in about 1784: 


"| Thos Wright of Campbell County from meture deliberate consideration being 
fully persuad that freedom is the Natural right of all mankind do therefore declare 
that having under my care three Malatto garles namely Betsy sixteen years of 
age Mary fourteen Eliza seven years of age also a negro garl named Riah three 
years of age | do hereby for myself my heirs Exors or admrs or any person 
claiming for by or under me relinquish all my write title or Claim thereto Estate 
they may acquire after they shall attain to the age of Eighteen years. In witness 
whereof | have hereto set my hand and seal this 14th day of April one thousand 
and eight hundred 


Thos Wright 
At A Court Held for Campbell County April 14th 1800 


This Deed of Manumission was acknowledged by Thomas Wright party thereto 
and Ordered to be Recorded. 


Teste Ro. Alexander C.C.C." 


In the lawsuit Davidson v. Wright, File 525, Superior Court of Law and Chancery, 
Lynchburg, Virginia, a number of depositions were given regarding Betsey Wright's 
involvement in that case: 
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Deposition of Arthur Litchford on April 1, 1820: 


"Soon after the Death of Robert Wright Polly Davidson who it is said lived with 
Robert Wright sent the witness word she wanted to see him & when the witness 
went, she told him that he had been left an executor by Robert Wright in his will. 
The witness asked her where the will was. She said that Betsy Wright had 
destroyed it or concealed it... . The witness further says he lived for many 
years, twenty odd he supposes a neighboar to Robert Wright. And during the 
whole of that time was intimate & on friendly terms with him. The witness further 
says Polly Davidson in the conversation before eluded to said that at the time 
Robert was dying, she Polly was in a different room from that in which Robert 
Wright was & that Betsy Wright came to her & asked for the keys of the 
Beaureau where the will & other papers were kept in the room in which Robert 
lay. & went directly & opened or unlocked the same. That afterwards on 
examination she discovered the will & one hundred Dollars in money were 
missing & she thought Betsy Wright had taken them... ." 


Deposition of William B. Perrows on October 6, 1820: 


"Qust by Deft. Were you present at Campbell Nov Court 1818 when Wm 
Davidson was examined as a witness for the subject of Wright's will, & if so what 
did he state? Anr. | was present. He stated that he was at home (at Wrights) all 
the day upon which he died, that on that day, he saw the will, which was read by 
James Williams that night & handed it to him & afterwards handed to Mr S. 
Perrow. That it was read sufficiently loud to be heard by him and all others 
present. 


Qust By same. Did you not hear him say that he had read the will over the night 
before in the presence of Betsy Wright, & did you not see sd. Betsey in 
Lynchburg on the same night? 


Anr. He did say that he had read the will in his presence. | do not remember to 
have seen her on that night 


By same. Do you remember James William's testimony on the tryal of the 
dispute relative to Ro Wright's supposed will at Nov Court - 1818? Anr. | 
recollect he stated he was present read the will to himself and handed it to 
others who were present to read, stating at the same time he thought it improper 
to read it out at such a time, he also stated that Betsey Wright was not present, 
but after Davidson gave in his testimony he stated that he believed she was 
present, and that he read the will loud enough for all present in the room to have 
heard itread...." 7 
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Deposition of Catherine Stockton dated October 7, 1820: 


",...90ome short time after the Death of the said Robert, this deponent was 
riding along the road a few miles below Lynchburg, when she discovered several 
persons going along the road a short distance before her. When this Deponent 
came in a few steps behind them, one of them who this deponent has since 
found out was Betsey Wright the sister of the said Robert, with a loud voice 
proclaimed that she was at her Brother Robert's the night he died, that she had 
stolen his the said Robert's will, and all the money he had and had conquered all 
the white folks .... 


That sometime in the month of April last this deponent heard the said Levina 
Baker say, that Betsey Wright had done more for her than all the people in the 
world beside, and that she would fight this Deponent til she died before this 
deponent should give a deposition in this cause. 


Qust by Deft. Is there not a personal diference between you, Betsey Wright & 
Leveny Baker? Anr. | never quareled with them. | affirmed the peace against 
Betsey. | have not yet affirmed the peace against Leveny. 


By same. Did not you affirm the peace, or threaten to do so against Ro Wright. 
Anr. | did about the time his first wife left him. he had threatened me with a gun 
to make me talk and drew his fist to break my head. 


By same Did the Court limit Rob. Wright on your affirmation? Anr. They did not, 
the court said they would go his security. 


By same. Do you not now keep loaded pistols in dread of Leveny Baker? Anr. 
Keep them for no person except such as come to disturb me. 


By same Did you know Betsey Wright before Wrights' death? Anr. | saw her at 
Robin's & her mothers. 


By same. Who was in company with Betsey Wright at the time you speak of 
having overtaken her. Anr. Two black men. 3 black women & a baby. 


Catharine Stockton" 


This record clearly identifies Betsey Wright as a sister of Robert Wright, the son of 1805 
Thomas Wright. 
Deposition of Patteson Gilliam dated October 8, 1820: 


".... Question by Pltff. What is the character of Levina Baker a witness who 
has given her evidence in this cause and do you think her entitled to credit on 
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oath? Answer. As to her character upon oath | have no right to dispute it. Her 
general character is that she is a lewd woman. 


Question by same. Does not the said Levina spend the greater part of her time 
at Betsey Wrights (a free woman of color in Lynchburg and a notorious 
prostitute? Answer. | have frequently seen her there. 


Do you not believe that a majority of the neighbours say that Catherine Stockton 
is abad woman. A majority do say so. 


Would you from the report of the neighbourhood give credit to Catherine 
Stockton as a witness in a cause of justice. | could not have confidence in her 
statement on oath... ." 


Deposition of John Gardner dated February 5, 1821: 


",... Quest by Same. Is this negro Robt the son of Silvia a slave of Thos Wright 


Ans. | do not know that Silvia was a slave to Thos Wright but she was so 
considered in the neighbourhood. 


Quest by Defts. Did you ever hear or know of any thing of the emancipation of 
this woman Silvia 


Ansr. Thos Wright told me himself that he had emancipated Silvia and some of 
her children born after Robin... ." 


From this record it is clear that Robert Wright's mother Sylvia had more than one child. 

In April 1820 at Campbell County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 13/418 
Betsey Wright and Turner Battles filed their security bond to keep the peace with 
Catharine Stockton: 


"On hearing the Complaint of Catharine Stockton against Turner Battles and 
Betsey Wright it is ordered that they be bound to keep the peace and be of good 
behaviour for a year and a day from this date themselves in the Sum of fifty 
Dollars and a Security in the Sum of Twenty five Dollars each Whereupon they 
together with Patterson Gilliam their security came into Court and acknowledged 
themselves held & firmly bound unto Thomas M Randolph Governor of the State 
of Virginia in the aforesaid Sums to be levied of their respective Lands and 
tenements goods and chattles to the use of The Commonwealth rendered yet 
upon this condition that the said Turner Battles & Betsy Wright be of good 
behaviour & keep the peace for one year and a day from this date" 
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The 1830 Census for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Elizabeth Wright with the 


following household: 


Free Free 
Names White White 
Heads of Families Males Age Females 
Elizabeth Wright 
Free 
Slaves Slaves Colored 
Male Age Female Age Males Age 
2 24-36 
White Persons included in the foregoing 

Deaf & Deaf & Deaf & 

Dumb Dumb Dumb 
Total Under 14 14 to 25 25+ Blind 

A 

Slaves and Colored Persons, 
included in the foregoing 
Deaf & Deaf & Deaf & 
Dumb Dumb Dumb 
under 14 14 to 25 25+ Blind 








Age 
Free 
Colored 
Females Age 
1 55-100 
1 24-36 
Aliens - 


Foreigners & 


Naturalized 


On January 23, 1838, at Campbell County, Virginia, Deed 21/410 Betsey Wright 
gifted her interest in the estate of her mother Sylvia Wright to her daughter Letitia: 


"| Betsey Wright do hereby convey and give all my interest in my Mother Sylvia 
Wright's Estate, to my Daughter Letitia Wright, to her forever. Witness my hand 


and seal the 23d day of January 1838. 


Betsey Wright 
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Washington Hunter, Thomas Hunter, A. S. Wyllie - 


At a court held for Campbell County February 12, 1838, this transfer from Betsey 
Wright to Letitia Wright was produced in court proved by the oaths of 
Washington Hunter and A. S. Wyllie witnesses thereto subscribed and ordered 
to be recorded. 


Teste John Alexander clk" 


In approximately 1838 Betsey Wright and her son William Wright filed suit to sell 
the slaves formerly owned by Sylvia Wright so that the proceeds could be divided 
among her heirs. The papers in this case are found in File 1886 of the Lynchburg 
Superior Court of Law and Chancery. The complaint by Betsey Wright, as Sylvia 
Wright's only surviving child, and by Betsey's children, Latitia Wright and William 
Wright, and by her granddaughter Emeline Turner, a person of unsound mind, provided 
as follows: 


"To the worshipfull the Justices of the County Court of Campbell in Chancery 
Sitting 


The Bill of complaint of Betsey Wright and William Wright, respectfully 
represents that Sylvia Wright, late of this County, departed this life sometime in 
year 183 intestate, possessed of three slaves, and some other personal 
property of no great value, leaving your oratix Betsy Wright, her only surviving 
child, and two grand children, Thos. P. Wright and Emeline Turner, her heirs at 
law and distributees. That administration on the estate of the said Sylvia Wright 
deceased, was granted by this Court, to Colo. Allen L Wyllie, wno has proceeded 
as they believe, faithfully to discharge the duties confided to him by the Court. 
They have been informed and believe that the debts of the estate have all been 
paid off, or nearly so, but if they be not, that there is in the hands of the admor a 
sufficient fund for that purpose. arising from the sales of the perisable part of the 
estate, and the collection of debts. They have also been informed and believe, 
that the administrator is willing to surrender the slaves aforesaid, to those entitled 
to them, upon receiving the usual refunding bonds with security. Your orator and 
oratrix further represents, that the said Thomas P. Wright, some short time after 
the death of the said Sylvia Wright deceased, by deed duly recorded in the 
clerks office of this court, to which reference is hereby made, conveyed the 
whole of his interest in her estate, to Latitia Wright; and Your oratrix Betsy Wright 
also represents, that she, by a like deed, also recorded in the clerks office of this 
Court, and hereby refered to, conveyed all of her interest in the same estate to 
the same Latitia Wright. They further represent, that since the execution of 
these conveyances the said Latitia Wright hath also departed this life, intestate 
and without issue, possessed however of interests conveyed by said deeds 
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leaving your oratrix her mother, and your orator William Wright, a brother, her 
only surviving heirs at law and distributees. Under these circumstances the said 
slaves, now in the hands of said administrator, are subject to be divided between 
your orator and oratrix and the said Emiline Turner, in equal proportions, but 
such is their character, that it would be impossible, to make any thing like an 
equal division of them. They charge expressly, that said slaves consist of an old 
woman very far advanced in years, of little or no value, another woman about 
eighteen or nineten years old, and her child, about three years old. The old 
woman, if not now an actual charge upon her owner, must in the nature of 
things, if she survives, be so in the course of some very short time. Besides this, 
neither of the parties interested, would be able to pay the sum, which in a 
division, might be adjudged to be paid, by the distributee, to which the younger 
woman, the most valuable of them all, might be allotted. A sale therefore of the 
said slaves, and a division of the proceeds arising therefrom, is the only means 
as your orator and oratrix conceive, by which a division can be effected, and 
equal justice done to all concerned. Your orator & oratrix further represent, that 
the said Emiline Turner being a person of unsound mind, the said Allen L. Wylie 
hath been appointed by the order of this court her Committee, and in that 
character is entitled to receive whatever estate she may be entitled to. And 
being advised that it is competent to this court under the act of Assembly in that 
case made and provided to direct a sale of said slaves, and the distribution of 
the money arising therefrom amongst those entitled, and being without remedy 
at law Your orator and oratrix pray that the said Allen L. Wylie admor of the said 
Sylvia Wright deceased and committee of the said Emeline Turner may be made 
defendant hereto and that he may answer the premises. That the said slaves 
may be sold by the order and decree of this worshipfull court, and the money 
arising therefrom paid over to your orator and oratrix and the committee of the 
said Emeline Turner, according to their respective rights. May it please your 
worships to grant to your orator and oratrix all such other and further relief as the 
nature of the case may require &c" 


Allen L. Wylie, as administrator of the estate of Syivia Wright, filed his answer to 
the complaint in File 1886 and agreed that the slaves should be sold: 


"The answer of Allen L. Wylie admor of Sylvia Wright and Committee of Emeline 
Turner to the bill of complaint exhibited against him in the County Court of 
Campbell by William Wright and Betsy Wright 


This respondent saving and reserving to himself the benefit of all exception for 
answer to said bill saith He admits that he qualified in this Court as the admor of 
the said Sylvia Wright deceased, and in that character took possession of the 
three slaves in the bill mentioned, amongst other property belonging to his 
intestate. He admits also that he has been appointed by this Court the 
Committee of Emeline Turner, who is a person of unsound mind. He admits also 
that the debts of the estate of said decedent are nearly all paid off and that the 
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fund still in his hands arising from the sale of the perisable part of the estate and 
the collection of debts, is ample for the payment of all those still outstanding of 
which he has at this time any knowledge. He is perfectly willing to surrender the 
three slaves aforesaid to the distributees, to be disposed of according to Law, 
upon receiving from them, the usual refunding bonds with security. He believes 
it would be to the interest of the distributees that the slaves should be sold & the 
proceeds divided amongst them, from the extreme old age of one of these 
slaves, and the pecuniary condition of the parties interested, it would be difficult 
if not impossible to make a division of them in kind And having answered he 
prays &c 


A. L. Wyllie" 


On January 23, 1838, at Campbell County, Virginia, D.B. 21/410 Betsey Wright 
gifted to her daughter Letitia Wright all of her interest in the estate of her mother Sylvia 
Wright: 

"| Betsey Wright do hereby convey and give all my interest in my Mother Sylvia 

Wright's Estate, to my Daughter Letitia Wright, to her forever. Witness my hand 

and seal the 23d day of January 1838. 


Betsey Wright 
Washington Hunter, Thomas Hunter, A. S. Wyllie - 
At a court held for Campbell County February 12, 1838, this transfer from Betsey 
Wright to Letitia Wright was produced in court proved by the oaths of 
Washington Hunter and A. S. Wyllie witnesses thereto subscribed and ordered 
to be recorded. 


Teste John Alexander clk" 


On January 14, 1839, in File 1886 the court authorized the sale of the slaves and 
the division of the proceeds among Betsey, William, and Emeline, subject to the filing of 


a refunding bond to protect against future claims: 
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"At a Court held for Campbell County January 14. 1839 


Betsey Wright and William Wright Plfls _) 


against ) In Chancery 
Allen L. Wyllie admr of i 
Sylvia Wright Def  ) 


This cause came on this day to be heard by consent of parties by their Counsel 
on the bill answer and exhibits refered to and was argued by Counsel on 
consideration whereof the Court doth adjudge order and decree that the 
defendant Allen L. Wyllie who by like consent is hereby appointed a 
Commissioner do after having advertised the time and place of sale for two 
weeks in some newspaper printed in the town of Lynchburg proceed to sell by 
way of public auction to the highest bidder for cash the three slaves in the bill 
and answer mentioned and that out of the proceeds of such sale after defraying 
the expences attending the same and the cost of this suit he pay one equal third 
part of the remainder to the plaintiff Betsey Wright one other equal third part 
thereof to the Plaintiff Wm Wright and that he retain and hold the remaining third 
part thereof as the property of the said Emeline Turner, and report his 
proceedings to the Court in Order to a final decree but the plaintiffs are not to 
have the benefit of the decree until they shall have entered into bond payable to 
the said Allen L. Wyllie admr of the said Sylva Wright deceased in a penalty to 
equal to double the sum falling to their shares respectively under this decree, 
conditioned to refund their due proportions if any debts or demands which may 
hereafter appear against the estate of said Sylvia Wright deceased, and the cost 
attending the recovery of such debts" 


The sale was held February 9, 1839, in Lynchburg with net proceeds of 
$1157.22 to be divided: 


“Pursuant to the annexed decree of the County Court of Campbell in chancery 
pronounced on the 14 day of January 1839 in the suit therein depending 
between Betsey Wright and William Wright plaintiffs and the adm'or of Sylvia 
Wright deceased and Emeline Turner defendants, the undersigned the 
commissioner therein named, having previously advertised the time and place 
and terms of sale for two weeks in the Lynchburg Virginian a public news paper 
printed in the town of Lynchburg, proceeded on Saturday the 9 day of February 
1839 in front of the market house in the town of Lynchburg, to sell by way of 
public auction to the Highest bidder, for cash, the slaves Suckey, Polly and 
Morris the Child of the latter being the slaves in the said decree mentioned and 
referred to, at which sale, William Wright became the purchaser of the woman 
Suckey at the price of $6 and William Cox, the purchaser of Polly and her child 
Morris at the price of $1200. The nett proceeds whereof are thus shown 
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Amount of sale of Suckey $ 6 


Sale of Polly & her child 1200 $1206.00 
Deduct 

Commissions on 1206 at 5 & 

2 percent $33.12 

Costs of suit 13.66 

Costs of advertising property 2.00 48.78 
nett proceeds $1157.22 


Which being divided according to the decree into three equal parts gives to 


Betsey Wright 385.74 
William Wright 385.74 
Emeline Turner 385.74 $1157.22 


The proportion of each being thus ascertained to be $385.74 your commissioner 
thereupon paid over to the said Betsey Wright and William Wright their 
respective proportions for which he took and now holds their receipts, refunding 
bonds being given by them as directed by said decree, and the remaining third is 
retained by him as further directed by said decree to be held by him in his 
character of committee of the said Emeline Turner 


A. L. Wyllie Comr" 


However, a dispute arose regarding the proper allocation of those proceeds. 
James Wright and Mariah Wright claimed to be a son and granddaughter of Sylvia 
Wright and entitled to share in her estate. On August 31, 1839, they assigned their 
interest in the estate to John C. Noell: 


we and Each of us for value Received have Bargind and sold unto John C. Noell 
all our Right title and Interest which we or Either of __ have or may be intitled to 
in the Estate Either Real or personally of the said Silvy Wright Deseased and you 
will please pay the whole of Each of our Respective potions to the said Noell and 
this shal be your sufficient Receipt for the same given under our hands this 31th 
day of august 1839 


witness his 
Almagro Noell James X Wright 
mark 


son of Silvy Wright Decd 
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her 
Mariah X Wright 

mark 
granddaughter of Silvy Wright Decd and 
Daughter of Anna Wright" 


Then in September 1839 James Wright and Mariah Wright filed their petition for 
a share in the proceeds of the sale of the slaves: 


"To the worshipful the County Court of Campbell in chancery sitting 


The petition of James Wright & Maria Wright respectfully represents - That your 
petitioner James Wright is the child and your petitioner Maria Wright is the grand 
child of Sylvia Wright decd. & each of whom are entitled to one full fifth part of 
the estate of the said Sylvia Wright decd. Your petitioner Maria being the only 
child of Anna Wright who was the child of the said Sylvia. That recently Betsy 
Wright & William Wright filed their bill in this worshipful court against Allen L. 
Wyley adm’or of the said Sylvia Wright decd and committee of Emeline Turner to 
procure the sale of certain slaves belonging to the estate of the said Sylvia 
Wright decd. with a view to a divission of the proceeds thereof among the 
complainants in said bill & the said Emeline Turner a person represented to be of 
unsound mind. To which said bill the said Allen L. Wyley as adm’or of the said 
Sylvia Wright & as committee of the said Emeline Turner filed his answer and the 
cause was set for hearing, & an interlocutory decree pronounced directing a sale 
of said slaves, and division of the proceeds thereof among the above named 
persons your petitioner although residing in the adjacent county of Bedford knew 
nothing of the pendency of said suit & were not even parties thereof, or had any 
manner of notice of the proceedings, although entitled as aforesaid each to one 
full fifth part of the estate of said decedent. Your petitioners therefore pray that 
your worships will cause a rule to be made upon the said Betsey Wright & 
William Wright requiring them to make your petitioners & Timothy Fletcher who 
your petitioners are informed holds part of the money belonging to said 
decedents estate for the use of the said Betsey Wright & William Wright parties 
defendant to the said suit, & in the event of their faiure to dismiss the same. 


James Wright 
Maria Wright 
by John F. Sale their counsel 
1839 Sepr filed" 
On September 9, 1839, the court ordered Betsey Wright, William Wright, and 
Emeline Turner to file an amended complaint to name James Wright and Mariah Wright 


as defendants: 
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"At a Court held for Campbell County 9 day of September 1839 


Betsey Wright &c Plfls ) 
against ) In Chancery 
Sylvia Wrights admr Deft) 


On the motion of James Wright & Maria Wright who have filed their petition in 
this cause it is ordered that unless the plaintiffs in this suit shall on or before the 
next time amend their bill and make the said petitioners James Wright & Maria 
Wright parties defendants in the suit that the bill of the plaintiffs shall stand 
dismissed" 


On October 14, 1839, a similar order was made: 
"At Court held for Campbell County 14 day of October 1839 


Betsey Wright &c Plfls ) 
against ) In Chancery 
Sylvia Wrights admr Deft) 


On the motion of James Wright & Maria Wright who have filed their petition in 
this Cause it is ordered that unless the Pifls in this suit shall on or before the next 
time amend this bill. and make the said Petitioners James Wright and Mariah 
Wright parties defendants in this suit that the bill of the plaintiffs shall stand 
dismissed" 


On November 12, 1839, the plaintiffs filed their amended complaint: 
"At Court Conducted and held for Campbell County 12 Novr 1839 


Betsey Wright &c Plfls ) 
against ) In Chancery 
S Wrights admr Deft ) 


This day came the plaintiff and by their counsel moved the Court for leave to 
amend their bill agreeable to an order made in this Cause at the last Court, 
which was granted them and there upon they filed the same 


1840 June answer of Marya & James Wright filed 

"  Feby Deposition of John Overstreet filed 

"July Deposition of James Wright and William Hawkins 
filed" 


0099B(112705) 304. 


“To the worshipful the Justices of the County Court of Campbell in Chancery 
sitting : 


The Amended bill of complaint of your orator and oratrix Betsey Wright and 
William Wright respectfully represents - That heretofore they exhibited their 
certain original bill of complaint to this worshipful Court against Allen L. Wyllie 
adm'or of Sylvia Wright deceased and committee of Emeline Turner a person of 
unsound mind, setting forth that the said Sylvia Wright had departed this life 
intestate possessed of three slaves and a small amount of perishable property 
leaving your oratrix Betsey Wright her only surviving child and two grand children 
Thomas P. Wright and Emeline Turner her heirs at law and distributees. That 
the debts of the estate had all been paid off or nearly so, and that the 
administrator of said estate was willing to surrender up said three slaves to be 
divided amongst those entitled to them as heirs at law and distributees of the 
said Sylvia. Setting forth also that the said Thomas P. Wright, after the death of 
the said Sylvia had conveyed all his interest in said estate to Latitia Wright 
daughter of your oratrix Betsey Wright and that the said Betsey Wright had also 
in like manner since the death of the said Sylvia conveyed all her interest therein 
to the same Latitia Wright, and that since the date of said conveyances, the said 
Latitia Wright had also departed this life intestate and without issue, leaving your 
oratrix Betsey Wright her mother and your orator William Wright a brother her 
only surviving heirs at law and distributees. And praying a sale of said three 
slaves, and the distribution of the proceeds arising therefrom between your 
orator and oratrix and the said Emeline Turner according to their respective 
rights which will more fully and at large appear reference being had to said 
original bill. That at the January term of this worshipful Court in the present year 
the prayer of said bill was decreed accordingly and the said Allen L. Wyllie who 
was thereon and thereby appointed a commissioner for that purpose proceeded 
in pursuance thereof to make sale of said three slaves, and to distribute the 
money arising therefrom in the proportions set forth and directed in and by said 
decree. That portion thereof going to the said Emeline Turner was retained by 
the said Allen L. Wyllie as her committee and your orator and oratrix believe that 
the same or the greater part thereof still in his hands. And that portion thereof to 
which your oratrix and orator were entitled was duly paid to them, but a certain 
Timothy Fletcher having become bound as their security in the refunding bonds 
required of them by said decree, the portions paid to them by the commissioner 
were immediately placed in the hands of the said Fletcher as an indemnity for his 
undertaking as the security in said refunding bonds. Some portion thereof has 
been paid over by the said Fletcher to your orator and oratrix but there still 
remains in his hands the sum of $___ Your orator and oratrix further represent 
that at the last September term of said County Court a certain James Wright and 
Maria Wright pretending, the one of them, that he is the son, and the other that 
she is the grand child of the said Sylvia Wright deceased and as such entitled to 
participate in the proceeds of the sale of said slaves, presented their petition to 
the Court, and procured a rule to be made on your orator and oratrix to amend 
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their bill and to make and to make the said James Wright and Maria Wright 
together with the said Timothy Fletcher parties defendants in said cause, on pain 
of having their said original bill dismissed. Your orator and oratrix therefore in 
pursuance of said rule, disclaiming however any knowledge of said petitioners 
and denying their right to participate in the sale of said slaves, prays that the said 
James Wright and Maria Wright the petitioners aforesaid and the said Timothy 
Fletcher may be made defendants hereto, and that they may be compelled 
especially the said James Wright and Maria Wright to answer as well this 
amended bill as the said original bill in such manner as shall be legal. That the 
said James Wright and Maria Wright be required to establish by undoubted proof 
their right to participate in the property of the said Sylvia, by that identity of their 
respective persons which shall show the said James to be the son and the said 
Maria the grand daughter of the said Sylvia. May it please your worships to grant 
such relief &c &c 


Filed 12 Novr. 1839" 


On May 16, 1840, James Wright and Mariah Wright filed their answer to the 
amended complaint and told the tale of Sylvia's family: 


"The answer of James Wright to an original & supplemental bill of complaint 
exhibited against him & others in the worshipful the County Court of Campbell by 
Betsy Wright and William Wright This defendant saving & reserving to himself 
the privilege of all just & proper exceptions to the errors &c contained in said bills 
for answer thereunto he says. It is true that the said Sylvia Wright has departed 
this life, & that she probably died intestate & possessed of the property 
mentioned in said bills. But it is wholly untrue that the plaintiff Betsy Wright is 
her only surviving child, & it is equally untrue that the said Betsy & Thomas P. 
Wright & Emeline Turner are her only heirs at law. on the contrary this defendant 
is a son, & Maria Wright the only surviving child of of Anna Wright decd. is a 
grand daughter of the said Sylvia Wright. and he submits the following as a true 
history of the family. Inthe year____ Thomas Wright (now decd) purchased the 
said Sylvia of ___— Cabell, the said Sylvia being then a slave, & had two children, 
to wit - Prudence and Anna. Shortly after the said Sylvia became the property of 
the said Thomas Wright this defendant was born. Afterwards the said Sylvia had 
four children by the said Thomas Wright, to wit: Robin, the plaintiff Betsey, Mary, 
& Eliza. The said Sylvia's eldest child Prudence when very young received an 
accidental wound on the knee, & was sent to New London to one Dr.___ to be 
cured, & whilst there she married a slave the property of ____ Reid, & afterwards 
refusing to be separated from her husband the said Thomas Wright sold her to 
the said Reid, & she remains a slave until this time if she is living. Anna Wright 
the second child of the said Sylvia died many years ago on Beaver Creek in this 
county, not far from Ross's old iron works, leaving one child Maria who now lives 
with Mr. Rufas Thomas in the County of Bedford. This defendant her third child, 
has lived in the County of Bedford for upwards of 30 years. Of the children of 
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the said Sylvia by the said Thomas Wright it is unnecessary to speak as they are 
all recognized in the said bills. This defendant further represents that the said 
Sylvia and all her children (except Prudence) were emancipated by the said 
Thomas Wright in his lifetime, who died many years before the said Sylvia, & he 
is advised that in as much as the said Prudence if living is a slave, & if dead her 
children are slaves, and as Mary Wright died without issue, he is entitled by the 
statute of descents and distributions to one equal fifth part of all the estate 
whereof the said Sylvia died possessed, & he insists that the same shall be 
allotted and paid to him. And having fully answered he prays to be hence 
dismissed &c &c 


his 
James + Wright 
mark 


~ Bedford County to wit: 


This day James Wright made oath before the subscriber & magistrate for said 
county that the foregoing answer, as far as the allegations are charged be within 
his own knowledge are true & he believes the balance to be true given under 
may hand this 16th May 1840. 


Fredre Aunspaugh J. P." 


“The answer of Maria Wright to an original & supplemental bill exhibited against 
her & others in the worshipful the County Court of Campbell by Betsy Wright & 
William Wright. 


The said defendant reserving to herself the usual priviledge of all just exception 
to the errors &c contained in said bills, for answer thereunto or unto so much and 
such parts thereof as she is advised it concerns her to answer she says. That 
she is the daughter (and the only child) of Anna Wright who was the daughter of 
the same Sylvia Wright in the bills mentioned. She has heard & believes that her 
mother Anna Wright was one of the seven children of the said Sylvia, three of 
whom to wit, Prudence, James, & the said Anna were negros, & four of whom 
(the youngest) to wit - Robin, Betsey (one of the plaintiffs), Mary, & Eliza were 
mulattoes who were recognized by Thomas Wright as his children. She has 
heard & believes that Prudence the Eldest daughter of the said Sylvia never was 
emancipated & is therefore still a slave if she is living. The whole of the other 
children of the said Sylvia together with their mother (the said Sylvia) were 
emancipated by the said Thomas Wright in his lifetime as she has heard & 
believes. She knows that Mary Wright died without issue. She is advised that 
she, being the only child of Anna Wright the second daughter of Sylvia, is 
entitled to the one equal fifth part of all the property whereof the said Sylvia 
Wright died possessed. And she claims the same & insists that it shall be 
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allotted or paid to her. She knows nothing personally of the other matters in said 
bills & thinks it probable the said bills may be true except so far as they conflict 
with this answer. And having fully answered she prays to be hence dismissed 
and as in duty bound &c &c 


her 
Maria + Wright 
mark 


Bedford County viz: 


This day Maria Wright made oathe before the subscriber a magistrate for said 
county that so much of the foregoing answer as she has alleged to be within her 
own knowledge is true, & she believes the balance to be true. Given under my 
hand this 16th day of May 1840 


Fredre Aunspaugh J. P." 


On June 26, 1840, James Wright gave his deposition in the matter in support of 
his answer that Sylvia Wright had three children before she was purchased by Thomas 
Wright and their names were Prudence, Anna, and James, that Sylvia had four children 
by 1805 Thomas Wright, that their names were Robin, Betsey, Eliza, and Mary, and 
that all were then dead except for James and Bettsey and that Anna left a child Mariah 
and that Eliza left a child Emeline Turner: 


"The Deposition of James Wright a free negroe of lawful age taken at the office 
of John A Wharton in the town of Liberty Bedford County, on Friday the 26 day 
of June 1840 to be read as evidence in a suit depending in the County Court of 
Campbell County, in which Betsey Wright 

William Wright are plaintiffs, and Allen Wylie admr. of Sylvy Wright dec. & 
committee of Emeline Turner, Maria Wright, James Wright, & Timothy Fletcher 
are defts. This deponent being first duly charged according to the act of 
assembly in that case provided & sworn, deponent saith 


Ques. by defendant, Maria Wright. Do you know who who was my mother? if so 
say: 


Ans. | do, my sister, Anna Wright 
Ques. by same. Who was the mother of your sister Anna Wright 


Ans. Silvy Wright, who was also my mother. 
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Ques. by the same. Who was the husband of Silvy Wright: 
Ans. Thomas Wright 


Ques. by same. Where did Thomas Wright live: & was he a white man or a 
negroe: 


Ans. He lived in Campbell County, on Beaver Creek, above Ross' Iron Works. 
he was a white man. 


Ques. by same. Was Sylvy Wright a white woman, or a negro: 
Ans. She was a negro. 


Ques. by same. How many children did she have, before she married Thomas 
Wright, & who were they: 


Ans. Three. Prudence, Anna the mother of Maria, and myself (James). 


Ques. by same. How many children did she have by Thomas Wright & what 
were their names. 


Ans. Four. Robin, Betsey, Eliza, and Mary." 


On March 1, 1848, James Turner and Lavina Baker gave their depositions and 
asserted that Prudence, Anna, and James were not the children of Sylvia, but rather 
were the children of Sylvia's sister: 


"The deposition of James Turner taken in the Comrs Office at Campbell Court 
House on Tuesday the first day of March 1842 to be read on the trial of a cause 
now depending and undetermined on the Chancery side of the Circuit Superior 
Court of Law and Chancery holden in and for the County of Campbell wherein 
Betsy Wright and William Wright are plaintiffs and Allen L. Wyllie admr. of Sylvia 
Wright deceased and committee of Emeline Turner James Wright Maria Wright 
and Timothy Fletcher are defendants The deponent being first duly sworn 
deposeth and saith 


Question by plaintiff William Wright Please state how long you have been 
acquainted with Silvia Wright and family 


Answer. | have been acquainted with Sylvia Wright and her family since the 
month of August 1808 


Question by same How many children had Sylvia Wright and what was the name 
of each child and their colour 
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Answer Sylvia Wright had only four children as far as | know one son named 
Robin and three daughters Eliza Mary & Betsy all of whom were bright mulattoes 


Question by same Are you acquainted with the defendant James Wright and if 
so what is his colour 


Answer | am acquainted with him and have known him ever since the year 1818 
and his colour is black 


Question by same State all you may know about Sylvia Wrights children how 
they were raised 


Ans Betsy was raised by Mrs. George Cabell and the other two were raised with 
and by their mother Sylvia Wright and | have heard from the daughter of 
Mrs Doctor Humphries that Betsy was also partly raised by Mrs Humphries 


The deposition of Lavina Baker taken at the same time and place to be read in 
the same suit witness being first sworn deposeth and saith 


Question by plaintiff William Wright Please state how long you have been 
acquainted with Sylva Wright and her family were you acquainted with all her 
children if so name them and what was the colour of each of them 


Answer | have been acquainted with Sylvia Wright and her family for thirty one 
years next July | knew all of her children she had a son named Robin three 
daughters Eliza Mary & Betsy all of whom were mulattoes ... ." 

On October 7, 1845, the commissioner rendered his report and found for the 
petitioners and that Sylvia Wright had seven children and was survived by her son 
James, by Mariah Wright, the only child of Anna Wright, by Thomas Wright, the only 
child of Robin Wright, by her daughter Betsey Wright, by Emeline Turner, the only child 
of Eliza Wright, and that Prudence Wright, if alive, was a slave, and that Betsey Wright 
and Thomas Wright had assigned their interests in the estate to Betsey's daughter 
Latitia Wright, that Latitia had died and her heirs were Betsey Wright and Betsey's son 
William Wright: 
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"Wright ) 
VS. ) Com. Report 
Wright's Adm: ) 


lt appears, by the foregoing statement of Mr. Alexander late commissioner in 
Chancery, that whilst in office, pursuant to the decretal order in this cause 
refering the same to a commissioner, he issued notices to the parties concerned, 
that the parties and their witnesses were fully heard before him, and the cause 
matured for drafting his report; which however, he did not perfect whilst in office. 
Such being the state of the cause, and the same being placed in the hands of 
the underigned, to carry into effect said order, the undersigned has not deemed 
it necessary to put the parties to the expence & trouble of begining de novo; he 
therefore proceeds to make up a report from the materials already furnished. 


As to who are the rightfull heirs of Sylvia Wright, and entitled to her estate; the 
only difficulty grows out of the question whether Sylvia was the mother of four 
children only; as contended by the Plaintiffs; or whether she was the mother of 
seven children; as is contended by the Petitioning Claimants. Your 
commissioner thinks that the evidence clearly establishes the claim of the 
Petitioners, and proves that Sylvia Wright had seven children, to wit: Prudence, 
James, Anna, Robin, Betsy, Mary and Eliza, the three first of whom were of a 
black complection; the four last mentioned were of a light complection, born 
whilst she and her master Thomas Wright, cohabitated as man & wife, and 
recognized by him as his children. 


Your commissioner further reports that Thomas Wright emancipated all the 
children of Sylvia except Prudence, who had been sold some time before his 
death. 


He further reports that Sylvia Wright died in the year 18_ leaving as her rightfull 
heirs and distributees the following children & grandchildren; to wit; two children, 
James and Betsy; three grandchildren, to wit: Maria Wright the only decendant of 
Ann Wright, Thomas Wright the only decendant of Robin Wright, and Emeline 
Turner, the only decendant of Eliza Wright; that Mary Wright had died without 
issue before her mother; that Prudence, if living, was a slave at the time her 
mother died. | 


He further reports, that Betsy Wright & Thomas Wright, two of the above 
mentioned five heirs of Sylvia Wright, by several deeds, conveyed their interests 
in the estate of Sylvia to one Latitia Wright, who was the daughter of the said 
Betsy, and who died leaving the said Betsy and his brother William Wright her 
heirs & distributees; who thereby become entitled each to a fifth part of the 
estate of Sylvia Wright. 
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It follows from the above statements, that James Wright, Betsy Wright, William 
Wright, Maria Wright and Emeline Turner are entitled each to one fifth part in the 
estate of Sylvia Wright. 


The following is a table of the decendants of Sylvia Wright 


Sylvie Wright 
Prudence (a slave if living) 
James 
Ann (Dead) 
Maria 
Eliza (Dead) 
Emmeline Turner 
Betsey (Mother of Latitia) 
Letitia (Dead) 
William (Brother of Latitia) 
Robin (Dead) 
Thomas 
Mary (Dead at time of mother's death without issue) 


The undersigned further reports, that it appears from the Pleadings & proofs in 
this cause, that the neat proceeds of the slaves sold under an order in this cause 
amounted to the sum of $1157.22, that A. L. Wyllie com, as directed by said 
order, paid over to Betsy & William Wright two thirds of sum; that is, to each the 
sum of $385.74 cents: The other third, he retained as committee for Emeline 
Turner, as directed by said order. Of the amount paid Betsy & William Wright, 
the sum of $192.46 was placed by them in the hands of Timothy Fletcher, their 
security in a refunding bond, as an indemnity; they retaining the sum of $579,02. 
Below is a statement or Schedule showing the amounts respectively in the hands 
of the above mentioned persons, with interest thereon to the 9th of Sept 1845 in 
a separate colum 


Price Interest 

1st Amount retained by A.L. Wright com: $ 385.74 

Interest to 9th Sept 1845 $152.36% 
2d Amount in the hands of Fletcher $ 192.46 

Interest to 9th Sept 1845 $ 76.01% 
3d Amount in the hands of Betsy & $ 579.02 

William Wright 

Interest to 9th Sept 1845 $228.71% 


$1157.22 $457.09% 
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Thus it appears that there is in the hand of the above mentioned persons, of 
principal, the sum of $1157.22 and of interest, the sum of $457.09 1/2: To be 
divided among the the distributees of Sylvia Wright, These sums being divided 
by 5, this number of distributees, ascertains the share of each distributee to be 
as follows: 


Principal Interest 
Betsy Wright $231.44 $91.41 
William Wright $231.44 $462.88 91.41 182.82 
Emaline Turner $231.44 91.41 
Jas Wright $231.44 91.41 
Maria Wright $231.44 1157.22 91.41 457.09% 


Betsy & Wm. Wright in a/c with estate of Sylvia Wright - Drs 





1845 Sept 9 Principal Interest 

To amount in their hands as 

shown by schedule on 3 pages $579.02 $228.71% 

Cr by Two distributive shares | 

Ballance due estate from them 462.88 182.82 
116.14 45.89% 


Emeline Turner in a/c with Estate of Sylvia Wright Dr 


1845 Sept 9 Principal Interest 

To amount in hands of A. L. Wyllie 

her committee, as shown on 3d page $385.74 $152.36% 

Cr By Distribution shown 231.44 91.41 

Ballance due Estate 154.30 60.9572 

1845 Sept 9 Principal Interest 

In the hands of Fletcher as $192.46 $76.01% 

shown by schedule on 3 page due 

from Betsy & Wm Wright due from 116.14 45.89% 

due from Emeline Turner 154.30 $462.90 60.95% $182.86% 
1845 Sept 9 

James Wrights Distributive Share $231.44 $91.41 

Maria Wrights distributive Share 231.44 $462.88 91.41 $182.82 
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lt appears by an a/c filed by A. L. Wyllie administrator of Sylvia Wright, that there 
was in his hands, on the 15th of Feb. 1839 the sum of $214.24 cents, belonging 
to the estate of his intestate. The bill does not ask for a distribution of this fund; 
nor does the order directing an account, call for any report respecting it and the 
means of ascertaining the state of accocunts between said administrator and his 
intestate, are not furnished by the evidence in this cause. It___ be no claims to 
be discharged with said fund, the undersigned does not see that any calculations 
or statements are necessary, in order that a distribution of the same may be 
decreed. All of which is respectfully 


James Irvine Com 


The undersigned was engaged at least eight hours in making out the above 
report, which at 15 cents per hour is $6.00. 


James Irvine Com: 
Filed Octo 7th 1845" 


The 1850 Census for Campbell County, Virginia, listed Betsey Wright on 
september 13, 1850, in the Poor House, aged 60 and born in Virginia, indicating a date 
of birth in about 1790: | 





Value of 

Name Age Sex Color Occupation Real Estate 
Poor House: 
Betsy Wright 60 F 

Attended Deaf 

Married School Cannot Dumb 

Personal Place of Within Within Read & ‘Blind 
Property Birth Year Year Write Insane etc. 


Virginia 
On November 27, 1852, the court adopted the commissioner's report of 
October 7, 1845, as its order: 


0099B(112705) 314. 


"At a Circuit Court for the Corporation of Lynchburg Continued and held at the 
court house thereof on Saturday the 27th day of November 1852 


Betsy Wright and Henry Dannington sergeant of the Corporation of Lynchburg 

and as such adnrr. of William Wright decd. Plaintiffs 

Against 

Allen L. Wyllie admr. of Sylvia Wright decd and as Committee of Emeline Turner 

a person of unsound mind James Wright Maria Wright and Timothy Fletcher 
Defendants 


In Chancery. 


The defendants James Wright and Maria Wright having departed this life, the 
fact is ordered to be suggested of record, and it appearing to the court from 
certificates of the Clerk of the county court of Bedford County filed amongst the 
papers in this cause that administration on the estate of said decedents has 
been duly committed to Jno. C. Noell with the assent of the said admr. by 
Counsels the Court doth order that this suit stand revived and be hereafter be 
proceeded in, in the name of the said Jno. C. Noel as administrator of the said 
James Wright decd. and also in the name of the said John C. Noell as admr. of 
the said Maria Wright deceased, and thereupon by consent of the said Jno. C 
Noell as administrator as aforesaid by counsel this cause came on this day to be 
further heard on the papers formerly read, and the report of Comnrr. Irvine made 
in pursuance of the decretal order of the 23rd day of September 1841 and the 
exhibits and examinations of Witnesses filed, since the former hearing, and was 
argued by counsel on consideration whereof the court approving said report to 
which there is no exception, doth confirm the same and approving also the 
statement marked A A based on said report, and filed amongst the papers in this 
cause doth adjudge, order, and decree, that the defendant Timothy Fletcher to 
pay to the defendant John C. Noell administrator of James Wright decd. the sum 
of ninety six dollars and twenty three cents with legal interest thereon from the 
9th day of February 1839 until paid, and that the said Timothy Fletcher do also 
pay to defendant John C. Noell admr. of Maria Wright decd. the sum of ninety six 
dollars and twenty three cents with like interest thereon from the 9th day of 
February 1839 untill paid, and the court doth further adjudge, order, and decree 
that the defendant Allen L. Wyllie Committee of Emeline Turner, do out of the 
estate of the said Emeline Turner in his hands pay to the said John C. Noell as 
admr. of James Wright decd. the sum of seventy seven dollars and fifteen cents 
with legal interest thereon from the 9th day of February 1839 untill paid, and to 
the same Jno C Noell as admr. of Maria Wright decd. the sum of seventy seven 
dollars and fifteen cents with like interest thereon from the 9th day of February 
1839 untill paid, and the Court doth further adjudge, order, and decree that the 
plaintiff Betsy Wright do pay to the said John C. Noell as admr. of James Wright 
decd. the sum of twenty nine dollars and three cents with like interest thereon 
from the 9th day of February 1839 untill paid and to the same John C. Noell as 
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admr. of Maria Wright decd. the sum of twenty nine dollars and three cents, with 
like interest thereon from the 9th day of February 1839 untill paid, and that the 
plaintiff Henry Dunnington admr. of William Wright decd. do out of the assets of 
his intestate in his hands to be administered pay to the said John C. Noell as 
admr. of James Wright decd. the sum of twenty nine dollars and three cents with 
like interest thereon from the 9th day of February 1839 untill paid, and to the 
same Jno C. Noell as admr. of James Wright decd. the sum of twenty nine 
dollars and three cents with like interest thereon from the 9th day of February 
1839 untill paid, and the court doth further adjudge, order, and decree that one 
of its commissioners of the court do take an account of the administration upon 
the estate of Sylvia Wright deceased by Allen L. Wyllie, also an account of his 
transactions as Committee of Emeline Turner and also an account of any further 
fund besides that hereinbefore distributed which may be in the hands of the 
defendant Timothy Fletcher, due or belonging to Betsy Wright and William 
Wright, or either of them and the said Commissioner is directed to examine, 
state and settle the same, and make report thereof to the court with any matters 
specially stated, deemed pertinent by himself or required by the parties to be so 
stated. 


A Copy, Teste: 
J. W. Dunnington C. 


Commissioners Office 3d Feby 1853 


The parties interested in the above order are hereby notified that | shall on 
Saturday the __—s day of March 1853 proceed to execute the same at which time 
Allen L. Wyllie & T. Fletcher are required to produce the account and vouchers 
therefor, in said order specified. - 


Tho. |. Kirkpatrick Commr." 


On February 2, 1853, Betsey Wright filed her petition for an accounting for the 
estates of James Wright, Mariah Wright, and Emeline Turner and for payment of the 
estates to her as their heir at law and as the sole survivor of Sylvia Wright's family: 


"To the Hon: Wm. Leigh, Judge of the Circuit) 
Court for the Corporation of Lynchburg ) 


Your oratrix Betsey Wright, humbly Complaining, respectfully represents, that 
there is pending in this court, a suit under the style of Wright vs Wright and 
others - brought by your oratrix and Wm. Wright [now dead] against Allen L. 
Wyllie admr. of Sylvia Wright and others - having for its object a division of the 
estate of the said Sylvia amongst her children and legal representatives - In this 
suit an amended bill was filed, pursuant to a rule made on the Plaintiffs, by 
James Wright and Maria Wright [who claimed to be equally interested in the said 
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Sylvia estate, with your oratrix] making them parties Defendant - and then they 
filed their answers asserting their rights - In this state of things, an order of 
account was made, & the Comr. of the Court directed to report who are the 
rightful heirs of Sylvia Wright &c - His report was made & returned the 7th of 
October 1845, in which he reports the following persons, as the rightful heirs of 
Sylvia Wright - To wit: James Wright - Your oratrix Betsey Wright - William 
Wright - Maria Wright - and Emeline Turner - each being entitled to one fifth of 
said estate. Your oratrix protests that in truth, neither James Wright nor Maria 
Wright were so entitled - but they proved themselves to be, and your Honor has 
so decided at the last term of this Court & to this decision, your oratrix must [as is 
duty bound submit. - Your Honor at the same time decreed that A. L. Wyllie, 
Committee of Emeline Turner, should pay to John C. Noel admr. of James 
Wright $77.15 with int: from 9th Feb: 1839 - & to said Noel admr. of Maria Wright 
$77.15 with int. from 9 Feb: 1839 - That T. Fletcher should pay to said Noel as 
admr. of Jas: Wright $96.23 with int: from 9th Feb: 1839 and to said Noel as 
admr. of Maria Wright $96.23 with int: from 9th Feb: 1839 and that your oratrix 
Betsey Wright should pay to said Noel admr. of James & Maria each, the sum of 
$29.03 with int: from 9 Feb: 1839 - and that Henry Dunnington admr. of 

Wm Wright should pay to him, as admr. of the two, each the like sum of $29.03 
with int: from the 9 Feb: 1839 till paid - That [beside the decree agt your oratrix & 
Wm Wright's admr] the sum of $346.76 with int: from 9 Feb: 1839, amounting to 
$290.08 and making the aggregate of $636.84 will pass into the hands of said 
John C. Noel as admr. of James & Maria Wright - a copy of this decree is here 
referred to - your oratrix is advised that neither the said James Wright nor Maria 
Wright owed any debts for if any, to a very small amount] at the time of their 
death. James Wright, at the time of his death, was in possession of a tract of 
land in Bedford [to which your oratrix now supposes she is entitled] of which the 
said John C. Noel took & has held possession ever since his death to wit the 
year the rents of which land, received by the said Noel were [as your oratrix is 
informed, more than enough to pay all the just debts, he owed. And your orator 
claims of the said Noel, to account for the same. 


Your oratrix charges, that she is entitled, as heir & next of kin, to the estate of the 
said James Wright and Maria Wright in the hands or to come into the hands of 
the said John C. Noel as admr. and she prays to have the same decreed to her - 
She is also entitled to the estate of Emeline Turner, in the hands of Allen L. 
Wyllie her committee, now amounting to $___ - being also her heir and next of 
kin - and she prays to haeed of theve that decreed to her, as also whatever of 
Sylvia Wright's estate may remain in the hands of the said Allen L. Wyllie her 
adnr. or be in the hands of the Deft: Fletcher. 


She charges that when the said Fletcher became her surety and the surety of 
her late son, Wm. Wright, in the two refunding bonds, given to A. L. Wyllie on the 
9th of Feb: 1839 - the said Fletcher, as the means of protecting himself received 
the whole of the two sums of money, on that day paid over, under the decree of 
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Campbell Court, by Wyllie as Comr. - to wit: $385.74 for your oratrix and $385.74 
for said William Wright- and the said Fletcher also, on the 15" Feby 1839 
received in the same manner to hold as indemnity for becoming their surety 
again in 2 refunding bonds executed that day] the two further sums of $214.25 
for Betsey Wright and $214.25 for Wm Wright - paid to him by Allen L. Wyllie as 
admr. of Silvia Wright to be held for the said Betsey & William Wright severally - 
and except for such sums, as he has since paid out, he is now chargeable with 
the whole with interest. She does not admit that $192.46 - conceded by said 
Fletcher to have been left in his hands is the true sum - and she calls on him to 
answer and set forth in detail what disposition he has made of the land several 
sums of money received by him as aforesaid - & she prays a decree against him 
for the balance in his hands when ascertained - 


In order to show that your oratrix is now entitled to the estates, of James & Maria 
Wright & Emeline Turner deceased as above claimed - and indeed to whatever 
of estate may remain of Sylvia Wright - or at any time since her death, may have 
been claimable by any child or descendant of hers - your oratrix states and 
charges as follows - 


Sylvia Wright, your oratrix' mother [who was at one time a slave - but afterwards 
emancipated by your oratrix Father - who was also the father of some but not all 
of her children - she had some before he knew her] was the mother according to 
the proofs and decision in this case of seven children - To wit: 1 Prudence born 
a slave and never emancipated - 2 James Wright, who lived in Bedford and 
recently died, unmarried and without child or children - 3 Ann Wright, who died 
many years ago, leaving Maria Wright, her only heir - This Maria resided also in 
Bedford & recently died - unmarried and without child or children - [J. C. Noel is 
the admr. of said James & Maria] - 4 Eliza Wright, who died many years ago, 
leaving Emeline Turner, her only heir - This Emeline was a person of unsound 
mind - who died some years ago, without child or children - [A. L. Wyllie is her 
committee & has her estate] - 5 Betsey Wright your oratrix who by Deed of the 
___dayof_____— conveyed all her interest in Sylvia Wright's estate, to her 
daughter Letitia Wright - 6 Robin Wright - who willed his interest in said estate to 
his son Thomas P. Wright and Thomas P. on the day of___ & before his death 
conveyed it, to the said Letitia Wright - After these conveyances the said Letitia 
Wright, died unmarried & without child or children, leaving her mother [your 
—oratrix] and her Brother William Wright her heirs at law - and afterwards the said 
William Wright died, unmarried, & without child or children, leaving your oratrix, 
his mother, his sole heir - 7 Mary Wright born a slave and died before her 
mother. It thus appears that every child of Sylvia Wright except your oratrix, and 
every descendant of all her other children [who could take under her] are all 
dead, intestate, unmarried & without child or children - and your oratrix is the 
sole survivor of the whole family, and sole heir of all the rest - And as such heir, 
she prays the court, now and that speedily [for she is a tenant of the Poor house 
and with her just rights involved in this case, could be made comfortable, if not 
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happy, the remnant of her days] to ascertain what are and were the interests of 
these various deceased parties in the said Sylvia Wright's estate, and to decree 
to her, what remains of the whole- 


And to this end she prays that she may have leave to file this as an amended 
Bill, in the case of Wright vs Wright - making all the papers & exhibits in that 
case [so far as proper] parts of the same - 


Being without adequate remedy at law &c your oratrix prays that the said Allen L. 
Wyllie admr. of Sylvia Wright deceased and Committee of Emeline Turner also 
deceased - John C. Noel admr. of Jas. Wright decd. & also admr. of Maria 
Wright deceased - & Henry Dunnington adm. of William Wright deceased, and 
the said Timothy Fletcher may be made parties Defendant to this amended bill 
and each on oath compelled to answer the same fully Let the said Wyllie set 
forth fully what of estate came to his hands as adnrr. of Sylvia Wright - & what 
estate came to his hands as Committee of Emeline Turner, & what disposition he 
has made of each - & Let the said Fletcher set forth, what sum or sums of money 
of Betsey or Wm Wright, or ether party he received, when & what he has done 
with the amount - & may it please the court to have all proper accounts taken - 
and full and complete justice done to your oratrix in the premises &C 


And as in duty bound &c. 
Filed Feb 2d 1853" 


On February 25, 1853, Allen L. Wyllie continued his deposition in the case: 


"Examination of A. L. Wyllie resumed on this the 25th of Feby 1853 by consent 
of parties. 


1st Question by Counsel for Mr. Fletcher - You have said in answer to plffs third 
question that so soon as you had any intimation of the claim of James & Maria 
Wright to participate in the division of Sylvia Wright estate you communicated the 
same to Mr. Fletcher & cautioned him to hold on to the money in his hands - 
Please state what Mr. Fletcher replied to you when you made the communication 
& your caution aforesaid? 


[the PIff object to Mr. Fletchers statements as evidence against them] 


Answer Mr. Fletcher said he was afraid he had paid so much to the Wrights that 
there would not be enough in his hand to meet James & Maria Wrights claims 


2d Question by Same. Where did Betsy Wright live during & for some time prior 
to the year 1839? 
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Answer | think she lived in one of Mr. Bransfords houses on the street leading 
from the Franklin Hottell to 1st street 


3d Question by same. Had she any other estate, or claim to any other estate in 
1839, so far as you know, except that to which he was entitled as one of the 
heirs at law & distributees of Sylvia Wright decd. 


Answer. | know of no other estate or claims. 


Quest: By the Pliffs - Mr. Fletcher has called for his statements- and an objection 
is taken as above to their competency- will you say what Betsey Wright has told 
you about the money in Fletchers hands? 


[The Deft: Objects to any statement of B. Wright not made in Fletchers presence 
as evidence against him] 


Answer. Betsy Wright frequently has told me, that Mr. Fletcher held all the 
money he had received, and would not pay it to her - Mr. Fletcher was not 
present when she said this- and B. Wright was not present when Mr. F said, 
what is stated above byme.... 


On April 19, 1853, Alphonse Fletcher gave his deposition in the matter: 


"The depo. of Alphonse Fletcher taken by consent of parties at the office of 
Comnr. T. J. Kirkpatrick on Tuesday the 19th day of April 1853, to be used as 
evidence on behalf of T. Fletcher in the suit of Wright v. Wright & others. - 


1st Question by Counsel for T. Fletcher: 


otate if you ever heard the PIff. Betsy Wright say that she had made a 
settlement for herself & her son Wm Wright, who is now deceased with Timothy 
Fletcher? if so, when & how often did you hear her speak of it, and what did she 
say about it? 


Answer: - | have heard Betsey Wright on several occasions | think in the years 
1843 & 1844 say that she had had a settlement with my father Timothy Fletcher 
before Mr. Jno. Wills, for herself & Wm. Wright that she thought it very hard that 
she could not get the balance that was in his hands; that balance she said was 
some two hundred dollars or thereabouts. - 


2d Question by same. Did she say that the balance of $200 or thereabouts, 
which was found to be in the hands of your Father, upon the settlement above 
spoken of, was due to her alone, or did she say that that was the whole sum in 
his hands, after settling both with herself & Wm. Wright 
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Answer: All that | Know was that she said that the balance in my father's hands 
was upon a settlement for herself & Billy. - 


3d Question by same. Did Billy Wright ever board at your Father's house - if so, 
how long? 


Answer: Billy Wright boarded at my fathers some 8 or 10 years. - 


By counsel of B. Wright Was Wm Wright present when Betsy Wright told you 
what you have stated above. 


Answer - No he was not present - 


By same - Have you told all that Betsy Wright said to you on the occasion 
referred to by you? 


Answer - | think | have pretty much the substance of what she said - 


By same - Do you know of any authority that Betsy Wright had to act for 
Wm Wright? in this matter? 


Answer - No - no more than she was his mother & that he was a kind of reckless 
fellow, that did not pay attention much to any thing, but spending money & 
drinking whiskey. 


By same - do you know of your Fathers paying Wm Wright, any sum of money - 
if so say when & what sum? 


Answer | have seen my father let him money in small sums $5 or $10 frequently 
& on one occasion my father lent him $20 or $40 to him at Richmond, as Bill told 
me 


By same - State the time, or times when Betsy Wright made you the statements 
first mentioned by you in answer to your fathers question? 


Answer - It was the last of 1843 or in 1844 - When | met her she was 
complaining, as she had had the settlement with my father that she could not get 
the amount in my fathers hands - | mean the balance in his hands - 


By same - what is your age? 


| will be soon 30 years old ie on the 3rd day of May next - 
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By same - Was not the said B. Wright always complaining in the conversations 
referred to by you, that your father was in her debt & she could not get the 
money? 


Answer - she complained about the balance that was in his hands 
By same - When did she say, she had a settlement before Mr. John Wills? 


Answer - | think it must have been a short time before she made the complaint 
before me - as she said, she had sometime before had it - The settlement she 
spoke of was before Mr. John Wills - 


By same - Did you say what kind of settlement she had made? 


Ans: | don't recollect that she said what kind of settlement it was - She said she 
made a settlement for herself & Billy - she did not say, that my father paid her 
any thing, at the time of the settlement - 


And further saith not: 
A. Fletcher 


The above depo. was taken subscribed & sworn to before me upon the day 
mentioned in the Caption. 


Tho. J. Kirkpatrick 
Comnr. 
19th Apl. 1853 


The deposition of the said A. Fletcher re-opened this day 29th July 1853 by 
consent of parties and the counsel of B. Wright propounded the following 
questions by way of cross-examination. 


1. Question Say if you ever heard any conversation between B. Wright & your 
father at any time in relation to the amount due by him to her? 


Answer. | never have, that | remember. 


2. Question. Please state exactly, if you can, at what time you heard B. Wright 
make the statements, detailed by you in answer to your father's first question. 
Can you designate any day or month or season of the year in which she made 
any of them? Say, also, if any person was present at any of them? And where 
any one of them was made? 
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Answer. | can't designate any day or month or time but the statement that she 
had had a settlement before John Wills with my father was made over and often 
to me- and as to the balance | cant say whether it was 1. 2. or $300, but | think 
she said about $200 to the best of my recollection. On one or two occasions, the 
statements were made in the presence of Jeremiah Murphy (who is now dead) 
____ my myself at the Scale(?) House, near the Mason's Hall but | dont recollect 
any other occasion when they were made in the presence of any other person. 
These statements were made to me often when she would meet me on the 
street. In regard to the times when these statements were made | believe they 
were in the years 1843 and 1844 - both years. 


3. Question. Where did B. Wright reside in the years 1843 & 1844? 


Answer. | think she resided in the street, leading from Poe's Tanyard toward the 
river, called "Red Row". 


4. Question. Did you live in Lynchburg during the whole of the years '43 & 44? 
Answer. | lived here during the whole of those years. 


Question by counsel for T. Fletcher. Did you hear Father say, after his trip to the 
north in the summer of 1852 anything about his house having been broken open 
during his absence? if so, what did he say? 


The PIff. objects to the above question, because it is a leading question & farther 
because the Deft cannot legally from his own declarations by his own witness. 


Answer - Yes | did hear him speak of it often - He said he had lost valuable 
papers out of a trunk. 


A. Fletcher 


The foregoing Deposition of Alphonse Fletcher was subscribed & sworn to 
before me a justice of the peace for the Corporation of Lynchburg - Given under 
my hand the 29" July 1853 


David P. Rees J.P." 


On April 27, 1853, Timothy Fletcher filed his answer to the complaint of Betsey 
Wright and stated that Betsey had been a resident of the poor house for many years 
and that Betsey and William had been "idle, dissolute & extravagant” people: 


"The separate answer of Timothy Fletcher to an Amended Bill of Complaint 
exhibited by Betsy Wright in the Circuit Court of the City of Lynchburg against 
hemself & others. 
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This Respondent says, he is advised that the said amended Bill of the 
Complainant contains no such matters of equity, as entitle her to implead him in 
this honorable Court, for which reason & for divers others apparent on the face 
of the said amended Bill he objects thereto and relies on this his objection in 
every respect as if he had more formally set forth the same by way of Demurrer. 


And without waiving the objection above taken, but relying & insisting on the 
same, this Respondent likewise reserving to himself the benefit of all other 
proper exception to the said Amended Bill, makes the following answer to the 
same, if thereto ruled by the Court; On the 9th day of February 1839, he entered 
his name as security on two refunding Bonds, executed by the Complainant & 
her son Wm. Wright (now deceased) respectively, each of whom, upon the 
execution of the bonds aforesaid was entitled to receive of Allen L. Wyllie as 
admr. of Sylvia Wright decd the sum of $375.82. On the 15th of February 1839 
he entered as security on two other refunding Bonds between the same parties 
respectively upon the execution of which the said Betsy & Wm Wright were 
entitled likewise to receive each the sum of $214.25. Upon the execution of the 
Bonds aforesaid (which are the same referred to by the Complainant) the whole 
of the respective sums owing both to her & the said Wm. were at their request 
received by this Respondent, except a debt due to or held by the said Allen L. 
Wyllie the amount of which is not now remembered, which was deducted by the 
said Wyllie - It is true that this Respondent in consenting to receive this money 
was looking in some measure to his own protection against loss by virtue of his 
suretyship aforesaid; but knowing that his liability on the said bonds was limited 
to such debts or demands as should thereafter appear against the estate of 
Sylvia Wright decd -and did not extend to claims which might be asserted to the 
estate itself, by virtue of inheritance from the said Decedent - and the said Sylvia 
being a free negro whose transactions in her life-time were in all probability 
neither very widespread nor extensive, this Respondent did not endeavour to 
control, as he had no right to prevent the said Complainant & Wm Wright from 
spending their money aforesaid in such manner as they pleased - They both had 
theretofore been, & afterward continued to be idle, dissolute & extravagant as far 
as they could obtain either credit or means to be so. Each of them owed money 
debts contracted previously to the reception of this money- payment of which 
their creditors became immediately clamorous - Themselves were making 
continual applications for sums of various magnitude, sometimes for particular 
objects of expenditure & at others, without stating any special use for which it 
was needed. - It was the habit of this Respondent upon paying any sums either 
to the Complainant or to the said Wm either to take a receipt therefor or else to 
make some memorandum of the use place or other circumstance attending the 
payment, so that he would have no difficulty in making a settlement at any time 
when necessary. These vouchers & memoranda were carefully preserved by 
him until he recd. notice to render his account before one of the Commissioners 
of the late Circuit Superior Court of Law & Chancery for the County of Campbell 
of the amount held by him as aforesaid which remained in his hands at the 
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period of filing the first amended Bill in this cause. After receiving this notice this 
Respondent informed the said Betsy & Wm. that he desired a settlement to them 
& in order that it should not only be just & fair, but also satisfactory to them, he, 
with their approbation & consent went to the Law office of the late John Wills 
Esq. who was the Counsel for both Wm. & Betsy in this very suit, and placing all 
his vouchers & memoranda before him with a request that he would __ & settle 
the a/cs for his said clients - The said John Wills did so & after striking the 
balances there was found to be in this Respondents hands the aggregate sum of 
$192.46. The said Wm Wright did not attend on the day of the said settlement, 
leaving the whole matter to the management & supervision of his said counsel & 
the Complainant his mother - The Complainant was then acting both for herself 
& Wm. and when the a/c was stated & the balance struck, she signed the same 
both for herself & her son. - On the very day of & immediately after the said 
settlement, and to dispense with the necessity of the Respondent's personal 
attendances before the Commissioners the said John Wills or his Son & Partner 
C. T. Wills drew up in his own handwriting the form of an affidavit embodying the 
result aforesaid, which this Respondent on the same day qualified to before a 
certain Michael Hurt who was then a Justice of the Peace for the Corporation of 
Lynchburg. This affidavit was sent to the Commissioner at Campbell Court 
House by whom it was placed among the papers in this cause, where it has ever 
since remained, without question to the accuracy of the fact, it embodied, so far 
as this Respondent knew or believed - The said Commissioner made his report 
in conformity with the said Statement - It lay for years without exception & has 
been confirmed by the court pursuant to whose decree the said balance has 
been paid out. During the summer of the year 1852, while this Respondent was 
absent at the north, his dwelling house was entered and a small trunk containing 
the said statement approved & signed by the sd Complainant as aforesaid, 
together with most of the vouchers & memoranda on which the same was based 
& other papers of this Respondent, was taken from the said house or destroyed - 
At any rate this Respondent has not been able to recover the same or its 
contents - He has found however a few of his said Vouchers which were not in 
said trunk, and these he will file as part of this answer - The circumstances 
above recited will show it to be impossible for him to render that particular 
account which is asked for by the Complainant. Even after the statement & 
vouchers aforesaid had been lost as above detailed, this Respondent attached 
but little importance to the loss - His affidavit, based upon the statement 
aforesaid had long been filed - the commissioner's report showing the same 
result, had been made out & remained for years without exception either by the 
Complainant, or any other party to the cause, & John Wills Esq the said Counsel 
for Complainant was then alive & competent to establish the facts. - As soon 
however as the said Wills has departed this life, & when the Complainant has 
beena____ of the poor-house of this City for years, she suddenly rises up & 
asserts a claim to interests original & derivative which makes her wholly 
independent of the World - This Respondent thinks that her story is so incredible 
in itself that no court could be found to believe it. - Although this Respondent 
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dislikes any ordinary case to claim the benefit of any mere rule of law to exempt 
himself from responsibility, yet owing to Mr. Wills' death & the loss of his papers 
as aforesaid, he feels justified in relying for defense against the unrighteous 
demands of the Complainant upon the act of limitations, which he is advised will 
operate a complete bar against the recovery sought by her - He prays your 
Honor therefore to allow hiim the benefit of the said act in the same manner & to 
the same intent as if he had more formally pleaded the same. And having fully 
answered, denying all fraud &c he prays to be hence dismissed with his costs &c 


City of Lynchburg to wit; 


_____ Fletcher came before me Sam'l B. Thurman a Justice of the Peace in & for 
the Corporation aforesaid and made oathe that the facts stated in the foregoing 
answer are true to the best of his knowledge & belief. - Given under my hand this 
2/th day of April in the year 1853 


Sam' B. Thurman 
Filed June 17th 1853" 


On September 27, 1853, Samuel Pleasants, W. V. Millsoaugh, and Adeline 
Dorsey gave their depositions and stated that Betsey Wright had been badly burned in 
1841 or 1842 and confined to her house for four or five years afterwards and that 
William Wright died in about 1844 or 1845: 


"The depos. of Samuel Pleasants taken at the office of Comr. Kirkpatrick on the 
2/th Septr. 1853, pursuant to notice & adjournment on behalf of Betsey Wright in 
her suit v. Tim Fletcher & others 

1st Question by Plffs. Counsel: 


Please say if you are well acquainted with Betsey Wright & how long you have 
known her? | 


Answer: | have been acquainted with Betsey Wright ever since 1840 - and 
perhaps longer than that. 


2. By the same. Where did you abide in the year 1842. '3-'4 & '5? 


Answer: | lived at the corner of Red-row Street in less than 100 yds of Betsey 
Wrights residence. 


3 By the same. 
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Do you remember when Betsey Wright was burnt and for what length of time 
afterward she was confined to her house? 


Answer. | think she was burnt in 1841 or 1842 & she was confined all through 
1843 & 1844. She was closely confined for 3 or 4 year and never went out of the 
house that | know of. She sent for me several times to do writing for her in 1843 
or 1844 and was always in bed when | went there. 


4. By the same. 


What was your employment during the time you lived near Betsy Wright? Were 
you or not a good deal on the street and had she been out would you not have 
seen her? 


Answer: | kept a grocery & if she had been out | certainly should have seen her 
sometimes, but never saw her out of the house during the time referred to. 


End. by counsel for T. Fletcher 


1st Question. How are you enabled to fix the dates at which Betsy Wright was 
burned. Why do you think it was in 1841 or "2 instead of any year immediately 
before or afterwards? 


Answer: It was in 1843 or 1844 that | wrote for her & | know that it was some 
time before that she was burnt. 


By same. How are you enabled to say that you wrote for her in 1843 or 1844? 


Answer: It was in 1843 or '44 that | wrote some questions for her to take a 
deposition at Campbell Co. Ho. | can't say certainly that it was in one of those 
years but believe it was. 


By same. Who was the witness & in what cause was the Deposition she 
proposed to take to her read as evidence? And give any reason you can for 
believing this writing to have been done by you in the years 1843 or 1844? 


Answer: The first witness was Allen Wyllie, the second was Lavina Baker. | do 
not know whether the depos. were taken. She never told me in what case said 
depos. were to be read. | can give no reason for saying the writing was done in 
one of those years. 


By same. You have said that Betsy Wright was burned in 1841 or 1842 - give 


any reason which impresses either of those years on your mind as the period at 
which this accident occurred? 
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Answer: | think | went to live near her in 1839 and she was burnt the next year 
or the year after that. 


By same. Upon what part of her person was she burned? & how long was she 
confined by it? 


Answer: She was burned all around her arm & back & was closely confined two 
or three years afterwards. 


By same. Did she call in a Physician while she was so confined? if so, who was 
he? 


Answer: | do not know whether she did nor not - but | think she called in 
Dr. Payne or Dr. Patterson. 


By same. Whose house did she occupy while you knew her before her burn, & 
afterwards till her recovery? 


The house, | believe, belonged to Mr. Liggat. it was situated near Spring Ware 
House. 


By same. Did she occupy the House alone or was there another tenant? if so, 
who was it? 


Answer: There were several women living with her. | do not know who rented 
the premises. 


By same. What were her means for maintaining herself before & during the 
period she was confined by the burn? 


Answer: | do not know. Her son gave her some assistance, he purchased some 
articles from me for her. 


By same. To what amount did he purchase of you. Were the articles bought, 
paid for with his means, or those furnished by her? And did you see him deliver 
the articles bought of you to her? 


Answer, | do not know whose money he used. | do not recollect the amt. he 
purchased, he got flour sugar & some other articles & started with them toward 
Betsey Wrights | do not know whether he carried them to her. he was not a man 
of family. 


By same. You spoke of having gone to PIffs House several times while she was 
confined with the burn. Was her house decently furnished & she comfortably 
provided for? 
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Answer: | did not think that the house was furnished at all. She laid upon a 
parcel of rags & | could not see how she could keep from freezing. | thought she 
lacked the necessaries of life. 


By same. Who waited upon her while she was confined to her bed? 
Answer: | do not know who waited on her there were several women about her. 
She has an old black woman who has been there ever since & belongs to her | 


suppose. 


By same. Before her burn & after her recovery from that affliction. Did she 
dress & live well or otherwise? 


Ans. Before she recovered from her burn | moved to the country. Before that 
event she dressed tolerably well. 


By same. Was not her character all the time you knew her that of a debased, 
disorderly & extravagant person? 


Ans. | do not know. | have seen her drinking some, | never knew her to be 
taken up by an officer. 


By same. Did you know her son Wm Wright. if so what was his character. Was 
he not an idle drinking & prodigal man? 


Answer: | knew Wm. Wright. | never knew him to labor much. he used to make 
his living by playing the violin. 


And further saith not. 

S. H. Pleasants 
Also depo of W. V. Millspaugh taken at same time & place 
1. Question by Plffs. Counsel. State how long you have known Betsey 
Wright where you resided in the years 1842-3- 4- &5. What were her habits 
during the years immediately after she was burned. Did she leave her house a 
lot, or ever go upon the street? 
Answer: | have known Betsey Wright for about Eleven years. | came to 
Lynchburg about Xmess 1841- | resided in in sight of her house just across the 


street from it for three years. from that time | never saw her out while | lived 
there- that is off her lot. 
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Z. Question by same. What was your occupation during this time? Had she 
gone off her lot, would you not probably have seen her or otherwise know the 
fact? 


Answer: | kept a grocery. She might have gone out without my knowing it; but | 
would have been very apt to have known tt. 


o: By the same. Did you know Wm. Wright, the son of Betsey? When & 
where did he die? 


Ans. | knew him. He died in my house. | think 8 or 9 years ago last March. | 
think it was 9 years ago. He was in my employment at the time. 


4. By the same. Does it come within your knowledge that Betsey Wright was 
unable to visit her son during his illness? 


Answer. She did not come until he was about dying and then she was led by two 
women- each supporting her by the arm. | am not at liberty to give her reasons 
for not coming without giving her statements which are objected to by Defts. 
Counsel. | 


oD; By the same. State what was her pecuniary condition during the time you 
refer to '42,'43 &'44. Was she comfortably fixed or otherwise? 


Answer: Her circumstances were bad. She was frequently without wood & must 
have suffered from cold. She was badly off for the other necessaries of life. 


And further saith not 

W. V. Millspaugh 
Also the depo. of Adeline Dorsey taken at same time and place in same cause: 
1st Question by plff's counsel. 
How long have you been acquainted with Betsey Wright? Do you remember 
about the time shen she was burned some years ago? Where did she live at 
that time & where did you live? Also state your opportunities of knowing her 
habits of life? After being burned was she closely confined to her house or lot, or 
did she go out frequently in the streets? 
Answer: | have been acquainted with her ever since | Knew any one: | 
remember when she was burned: it was in 1840 as well as | remember. She 


lived at Baileys Stand near Spring ware house & | in Mr. Lambeth's property in 
Red Row Street. | frequently visited her, especially after she was burnt, she was 


0099B(112705) 330. 


an old friend of mine, | went to see her almost daily when she was sick. | 
frequently furnished her with eatibles, | left Lynchburg about three months after 
she was sick & staid away about 6 months. When | came back she was sick. | 
was going away & returning at intervals of several months for about five years. 
When | went away | left her sick & found her so when | returned. While | was 
here she was closely confined & such was the case for the period of which | 
have spoken- to wit of 4 or 5 years. | never saw her off her lot during the time. 


2. Question by same. What was her condition during the time you speak of- 
say from 1840 to 1845? Was she in easy or very straightened circumstances? 
About that period did you make a loan to her of any money? If so, how much, 
and has it been returned to you? and when? 

Answer: She was sick in great want of the necessaries of life. | loaned her $3 in 
1840, she paid me last March. And it comes within my knowledge that she sold 
various articles of furniture. 

X End. by counsel for T. Fletcher 

Upon what part of Betsey Wrights person was she burned? 


Answer, Upon the arm, side & shoulder. 


By same. Did she have a Physician to see her while she was suffering from the 
burn? if so who was he? 


Answer: | heard Dr. Payne spoken of; but | never met him there. 
& Further saith not 
Adeline Dorsey. 


The foregoing depos. of Pleasant, Millsoaugh & Dorsey were taken & sworn to 
before me this 27th Septr. 1853 


Tho. J. Kirkpatrick Comr." 


On November 11, 1853, John C. Noell filed his answer to Betsey Wright's 
complaint and denied that anything was due to her: 


"The separate answer of John C. Noell both as administrator of James Wright 
deceased, and as administrator of Maria Wright deceased, to the second 
amended bill of complaint exhibited against him, and others in the Circuit Court 
of the Corporation of Lynchburg by Betsey Wright. 
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This defendant saving &c for answer says: That he admits that his intestate 
James Wright left no children, but for many years before his death he lived with, 
and recognized as his wife a woman named Charlotte Wright, who is still living in 
the County of Bedford. Whether they were ever lawfully married this defendant 
knows not. This defendant denies that his intestate Maria Wright left no children; 
and on the contrary avers, that she left five children, namely, Robert Wright, 
Edward Wright, Moorman Wright, Washington Wright, and Henry Wright all of 
whom are living in the County of Bedford. 


Further answering this defendant says, that on the 31st day of August 1839 the 
said James Wright, and Maria Wright by an instrument of writing of that date, 
and which is herewith exhibited as a part of this answer marked A., conveyed, 
and assigned to this defendant all their interests in the estate of Silvey Wright 
deceased. Altho' the said assignment purports on its face to be an absolute 
transfer to this defendant of all the interests of the said James Wright, and Maria 
Wright in the estate of the said Silvey Wright deceased, yet in point of fact the 
real agreement between the said James, and Maria, and this defendant was that 
this defendant should attend to the prosecution of their claims in the estate of the 
said Silvey Wright deceased, and for so doing should be entitled to retain as his 
own property one half of whatever might be recovered by the said James, and 
Maria on account of their interests in said estate, and should account for the 
other moiety thereof to the said James, and Maria respectively, and the said 
written assignment was then generally worded to give to this defendant the entire 
management, and control of said claims. In pursuance of the said agreement 
this defendant attended to the prosecution of said claims, and has overpaid to 
the said James, and Maria respectively the amounts to which they were entitled 
under the said agreement of the money which have been received by this 
defendant under the previous decrees in this cause. All which at a proper time 
this defendant will be prepared to shew. The said James Wright was indebted to 
this defendant at the time of the making of said agreement and he is informed he 
was indebted at the time of his death to other persons. 


It is true that the said James Wright died possessed of a small tract of land in the 
County of Bedford containing between fifty, and sixty acres, very poor, and 
almost destitute of timber, and with scarcely any buildings, or improvements 
upon it. The said James Wright had no regular title to said land. The legal title 
remained in Robin Wright decd. at the time of his death, and after his death 
Thomas P. Wright conveyed it to one Wilson, but the said James Wright 
remained in possession of said land as long as he lived. Shortly after the same 
James's death his widow Charlotte rented it out for one year, and this defendant 
received two barrels of corn on account of the rent of that year, which is all the 
rent ever received by this defendant for said land. He has made various 
attempts to rent it out since, but has been unable to get a tenant for it, and it has 
remained wholly unoccupied. 
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This defendant dos not admit that the plaintiff has any claim, or title to any share, 
or interest to which the said James Wright, or Maria Wright was entitled either in 
the estates of the said Silvey Wright, or Emmelin Turner, nor does he admit any 
of the statements of the bill made for the purpose of shewing that the plaintiff is 
so entitled, but requires proof thereof. And having thus fully answered this 
defendant prays that a decree may be entered in his behalf for the full shares of 
the estate of the said Silvey Wright, and Emmeline Turner to which his 
intestates, the said James Wright and Maria Wright, are entitled, and for his 
costs &c. 


John C. Noell 
City of Lynchburg to wit: 


The above named John C. Noell this day made oath before me a justice of the 
peace for the City aforesaid, that the statements made in the foregoing answer 
are true. 


Given under my Hand this 11th day of Nov. 1853. 
J. N. Cobbs J.P." 


On May 10, 1858, C. L. Mosby executed a statement that he had settled with 
Allen L. Wyllie on behalf of Betsey Wright: 


"On the 21 June 1853, as counsel for Betsey Wright, | settled with A. L. Wyllie 
Committee of Emeline Turner and after allowing him a reasonable compensation 
for his trouble &c. found a balance in his hands of $450 - which he paid in as her 
counel - my belief was, she was entitled to the whole and | so received it - | gave 
him a receipt intended to bear him harmless which he no doubt holds. 


Wyllie had at a former time paid me $20 for Betsy Wright, which | do not find 
credited on my Books and it may be part of & embraced by the $450 receipt- but 
of this | don't feel certain. 


| proceeded to pay this money to Betsey Wright and took receipts - the amount 
paid her & the Commr. or the collection [without including my fees, as to which 
we had an agreement in writing] was $272.50 the Bal: in my hands yet 
undisposed of is $177.50. 


C. L. Mosby 
10 May 1858." 


On June 16, 1858, Allen L. Wyllie wrote to C. Dabney asserting he had paid 


what was due to Mosby: 
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due: 


"Danville June 16t 1858 
Mr. C Dabney 


Dr Sir 


| received your letter a few days ago informing me the a/c Wright vs Wright has 
not been settled & reported | had supposed it was long since reported and never 
expected to have heard of it again, | paid Mr. Mosby the 21st June 1853 $450.00 
the full amount of my a/c as he was not willing to accord me any thing (further 
than my commission) for attending to Emeline Turner | had a great deal of 
Trouble with her and as | wanted to be relieved | paid it up he was the a/c if he 


_ did not give to Mr. T. Kirkpatrick he promised to have it filed your client will not 


lose any thing by the settlement and nothing but my anxiety to be clear(?) of the 
Wrights could have induced me to have paid that sum | give Mr. Mosby the a/c 
showing the amt | received and from whom. | hope you may find it the a/c and it 
may be settled and | may never have any thing further to do in the matter, but if 
you desire me to have another settlement let me hear from you and | will then go 
before the court for compensation for extra services. | send you a copy of 
Mosby's receipt. It is out of my power to come over at present and hope you can 
do very well without me in Clemens case nothing of tight times some are looking 
to the new Bank for better times which will suit us all very well. 


| am Truly yours, 
A. L. Wyllie" 


On June 25, 1858, the commissioner filed his report setting forth the amounts 


"Wright ) 
VS. ) Commissioners Report. 
Wright ) 


The court has ordered 

1. An account of the admr on the Est. of Sylvia Wright by Alan L. Wyllie 
2. An a/c of his transactions as Committee of Emeline Turner 

3. An a/c of any further fund beside that formerly distributed. 

4. State any pertinent matters - 


Your commissioner has not been furnished with the materials for taking the 
above accounts fully. But he can state that on 21 June 1853 Col Allen L. Wyllie 
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Committee for Emeline Turner paid over to CL Mosley as counsel for Betsy 
Wright the sum of $450 which sum with interest to June 20th 1858 amounts to 
$585. Which according to the report in this case formerly rendered by Comr. 
Irvin must be divided equally among Betsy Wright William Wright James Wright 
& Maria Wright - William Wright is dead & H. Dunnington is his administrator & 
Betsy Wright is his heir. Hence she takes 1/2 of this sum & James Wright & 
Maria Wright 1/4 each as follows as of 25th June 1858. $585.00 to be 


distributed 

To Betsy Wright 121.25 
H. Dunnington admr of Wm Wright 121.25 

. James Wright 121.25 

7 Maria Wright 121.25 

$585.00 
Comr fee of 2.00 Respectfully submitted 
Ch to Jno. C. Noel Chas M Blackford 


Cmr _ C" 


On June 25, 1858, the commissioner filed his report setting forth the amounts 


due: 
"Wright =) 
VS. ) Commissioners Report. 
Wright ) 


The court has ordered 

1. An account of the admr on the Est. of Sylvia Wright by Alan L. Wyllie 
2. An a/c of his transactions as Committee of Emeline Turner 

oF An a/c of any further fund beside that formerly distributed. 

4. State any pertinent matters - 


Your commissioner has not been furnished with the materials for taking the 
above accounts fully. But he can state that on 21 June 1853 Col Allen L. Wyllie 
Committee for Emeline Turner paid over to CL Mosley as counsel for Betsy 
Wright the sum of $450 which sum with interest to June 20th 1858 amounts to 
$585. Which according to the report in this case formerly rendered by Comr. 
Irvin must be divided equally among Betsy Wright William Wright James Wright 
& Maria Wright - William Wright is dead & H. Dunnington is his administrator & 
Betsy Wright is his heir. Hence she takes 1/2 of this sum & James Wright & 
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Maria Wright 1/4 each as follows as of 25th June 1858. $585.00 to be 


distributed 

To Betsy Wright 121.25 
H. Dunnington admr of Wm Wright 121.25 

‘i James Wright 121.25 

: Maria Wright 121.25 

$585.00 
Comr fee of 2.00 Respectfully submitted 
Ch to Jno. C. Noel Chas M Blackford 


Cmr _ C" 


And on June 28, 1858, the court adopted the commissioner's report and ordered 
the payments made: 


"At a Circuit Court for the Corporation of Lynchburg continued and held on 
Monday June 28th 1858 


Betsey Wright and William Wright Piffs 
against 
Allen L. Wyllie admr of Sylvia Wright Defts 


This Cause came on this day to be further heard on the papers formerly read 
and the report of Charles M. Blackford made in pursuance of the order made at 
the November Term 1852, and the exhibits accompanying the same and was 
argued by counsel, on consideration whereof the Court doth at present adjudge, 
order and decree that the Defendant Allen L. Wyllie do out of his own goods and 
chattels pay to the Defendant Jno C. Noell admr of James Wright decd the sum 
of $121.25 with legal interest on $87.50 a part thereof from this day until paid 
and that he do in like manner pay to the Defendant Jno. C. Noell admr of Maria 
Wright decd the sum of $121.25 with like interest on $87.50 a part thereof from 
this day until paid and as to all other matters this Cause is continued 


A Copy Teste 
J. M. Dunnington Ck" 


The 1870 Census for Campbell County, Virginia, listed an Elizabeth Wright as a 


poor house inmate on August 3, 1870: 
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Value of 





Name Age Sex Color Occupation Real Estate 
Elizabeth Wright 91 F W Poor house inmate 
Value of Married Born Attended 
Personal Place of Within Within School Cannot 
Property Birth Year Year Within Year Read 
Virginia 

Deaf Male Male Citizen 
Cannot Dumb Blind Citizen Over 21 Without 
Write Insane or Idiot Over 21 Right to Vote 


On April 16, 1872, Betsey Wright revived the suit against Sidney Fletcher, as 
administrator of Timothy Fletcher's estate: 


"The Commonwealth of Virginia 
To the Sheriff of Amherst County, Greeting: 


Whereas Betsy Wright, and Wm Wright heretofore exhibited to our Circuit Court, 
for the City of Lynchburg their bill of complaint against Allen L. Wyllie 
administrator of Sylvia Wright, Timothy Fletcher and others, whereupon sundry 
proceedings, have been had, as appears from the records and files of the said 
Court: but before a final decree could be pronounced in the cause the said 
defendant, Timothy Fletcher has died, having first made his last will and 
testament, and thereof appointed Sidney Fletcher his executor, who has taken 
upon himself the burthen of the execution thereof. And the said Betsy Wright 
having supplicated us for a proper remedy in this behalf and we being willing that 
what is just and right shall be done: Therefore, we command you, that you make 
known to the said Sidney Fletcher that he be before the Judge of our said Circuit 
Court, at the Court house thereof, on the first day of the June term next, to shew, 
if any thing for himself he have or know to say, why the said suit should not be 
proceeded into a final decree against him in his character aforesaid. And have 
then their this writ. Witness Samuel D. Preston Clerk of our said Court at the 


0099B(112705) 337. 


Clerks Office thereof, this 16th day of April 1872, And in the 96th year of the 
Commonwealth. 


Saml D. Preston Clerk" 


In June 1872 the court ordered the commissioner to settle the accounts: 


"Wright ) 
V ) Decree June term 1872 
Wright ) 


This Cause Came on again this day to be heard upon the papers formerly had. 
The writ of scire-facias against Sidney Fletcher administrator of Timothy Fletcher 
dec'd duly executed and the order of revival as to said administrator and by 
consent of parties the Court doth set aside the order of continuance heretofore 
made at the present term, and doth adjudge and order and decree that 

M. Gordon who is hereby appointed special commissioner for that purpose do 
take and settle the following accounts, 


| An account of who are the surviving heirs at law and distributees of Sylvia 
Wright. 


lI Also a Report of the surviving heirs at law and distributees of Wm Wright 
James Wright Maria Wright and Emeline Turner 


UHI An account of the balance due from Estate of Timothy Fletcher dec'd to 
Betsy Wright 


tH An account of John C. Noell as administrator of James Wright and Maria 
Wright decd, 


I] To make report of any other matter deemed pertinent by him said 

Commissioner to which may be desired by the parties to be reported" 

On October 23, 1872, Sidney Fletcher answered the revived suit and claimed it 
had been settled years before: 

"To the Hon G. A. Wingfield Judge of the Circuit Court for the City of Lynchburg 

The answer of Sidney Fletcher Executor of Timothy Fletcher deceased to the 

original Bill, and 1st & 2nd amended Bills filed by Betsy Wright against A. L. 


Wyllie admr. of Silvia Wright & others to which the said Timothy Fletcher was 
made a party in his lifetime. 


The ancient suit of "Wright v Wright," having been recently revived by scire 
facias against the respondent as Executor of Timothy Fletcher deceased after 
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slumbering for about nineteen years, this respondent for answer therein answers 
and says, That it is true that the said Timothy Fletcher died about the __ day of 
186_, testate, and this respondent qualified as his Executor. Respondent 
has no personal knowledge of any of the matters in the said record, and no 
information of the Existence of the claim now sought to be revived against his 
testators estate, until the service of the said scire facias, and the publication of 
Commissioner Gordon's notice in August 1872. Since his attention has been 
thus called to the matter, he has made dilligent investigation into it. Your honor 
will perceive that the account of Comr. Irvine showing the balance in the hands 
of T. Fletcher was filed Oct. 1845. It lay for exception, until Nov. 7, 1852, over 
seven years, and was then confirmed, no exception having been taken. The 
order of account on the 2nd amended bill was made when respondents testator 
had no counsel in the cause. The Answer of T. Fletcher to the 2nd amended Bill 
this Respondent adopts and relies on. And in addition to the answer of defence 
therein presented this respondent renews the plea of the act of limitations and 
further interposes the equitable principle applied to state demands. Since the 
answer of T. Fletcher was filed and the testimony taken in 1853, the cause has 
since been ___ of Counsel, who were familiar with the facts has died. Mr. Wills 
the plaintiffs counsel who made the settlement relied on in Fletcher's answer. 
Mr. Dabney, Mr. Speed, who filed the 2nd amended Bill have all died. Then if all 
of them lived near ten years after that Bill and Fletcher's answer to it were filed. 
New counsel who know nothing of the considerations which caused those active 
and earnest lawyers to drop the prosecution of the case have now revived it after 
testator also, as well as the original counsel are all dead. In the careful 
search which Respondent has made among the papers of his testator for 
anything which would throw light upon this ancient affair he has found the receipt 
of Mr. Dabney, the counsel for Noel admr of James & Maria Wright, in full for the 
amount of the claim against T. Fletcher, of Nov 1852, dated Decr 28th 1852. It is 
herewith filed marked (A.A.). He has also found the papers herewith filed 
marked (B B) which on one side is a statement in the hand writing of C. T. Wills, 
son and partner of Mr. John Wills, the original counsel of the plaintiff, in whose 
handwriting other papers in the cause appear to be, showing the amounts to 
which the parties were entitled Feb 9, 1839. On the other side is a 
memorandum as counsel in the handwriting of this respondant's testator 
beginning apparently in 1839 and going on to 1840, shewing disbursements to 
Betsy & William Wright, accounting in the aggregate to the sum of $569.66. This 
sum added to the $192.46 reported by Conmrr. Irvin in Oct. 1845 as still in 
T. Fletcher's hand lack only a few dollars of covering the whole amounts paid to 
him by Wilie admr. Respondent has no doubt the report of Comr. Irvine was 
correct, and that his testator when he satisfied the decree of Nov. 7, 1852 paid 
every cent, for which he was responsible. He has heard him complain in deed 
that he had really overpaid them & reopen possibly by advances subsequent to 
his affidavit, and before that decree. The conclusions of that report is 
established by the decision of the Court of Appeals in Mitler vs Holcombe 9 Grat 
665. 
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And having fully answered respondent prays to be hence dismissed with the 
costs incurred by his testator, and himself 


And he will ever pray &c 


Sidney Fletcher Exor of 
T Fletcher 


City of Lynchburg to wit: 


| Jno. J. Ambler a justice of the peace in and for the City aforesaid do certify that 
Sidney Fletcher this day personally appeared before me and made oath that the 
matters of fact stated in the foregoing answer as of his knowledge are true, and 
such as are stated on the information of others and his own belief, he believes to 
be true. Given under my hand this 23rd day of October 1872. 


Jno. J. Ambler J.P." 


On May 26, 1873, the commissioner filed his report that the only fund remaining 
was a legacy of $25 plus interest which was due to Mariah Wright's children: 
"To the Hon. G. A. Wingfield Judge of the Circuit Court for he City of Lynchburg. 


Your Commissioner reports to the Court that pursuant to the annexed decree 
pronounced in the suit of "Wright vs Wright &c", he on he 20th of July 1872, 
published a notice in the Lynchburg "News", (a paper published in this City) for 
four successive weeks as directed by said decree, (a copy of said notice is ° 
herewith filed), naming the parties interested in said decree, to appear in this 
office in the said City, on the 23rd day of August 1872 with their testimony, books 
&c to enable him to execute said decree. On that day, some of the parties by 
consent appeared, but not being ready to proceed, the cause was continued 
from time to time until the date of this report. On the date of this Report your 
Comr. proceeded to state and settle the following accounts as directed by said 
decree - 


1st An account shewing who are the surviving heirs at Law, and Distributees of 
Sylvia Wright dec: 


2nd Distributees and surviving heirs at Law of William Wright, dec: James 
Wright dec: Maria Wright dec: & Emeline Turner dec: 


3rd An account of the Balance due from the Estate of Timothy Fletcher dec: to 
the Plaintiff Betsy Wright. 


4th An a/c of Jno: C. Noell admr: of James Wright dec: and Maria Wright dec: 
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Your Commissioner makes the following report 


That no testimony has been taken in this cause since the year 1854 to give 
information as to who the several Heirs are, Commissioner knows of his own 
Knowledge that Betsy Wright the PIff. is still living. 


1st The Heirs and Distributees of Sylvia Wright are, Betsy Wright the Plaintiff & 
Moorman Wright, Washington Wright, Henry Wright and Edward Wright the last 
4 are great grandchildren and children of Maria Wright. 


2nd William Wrights Heirs His mother Betsy Wright the PIff. 


3rd James Wrights Heirs. Betsy Wright his sister and the above named 4 
children of Maria Wright, who are his great nephews. 


4th Emiline Turner Heirs. Betsy Wright an aunt, & the above named 4 children 
of Maria Wright who are 2nd cousins. 


The Defendant John C Noell Admr: of James Wright & Maria Wright, did not 
appear before the Commissioner, and there is no material on which to base a 
settlement of his accounts. And if his answer is true, there is no need of a 
settlement of these accounts so far as the Plaintiff is concerned. He states in his 
answer that he has paid to these Intestates Estates all that is due, and aside 
from that he holds the assignment of James & Maria Wright for all their Interests 
in the Estate of Sylvia Wright. 


Timothy Fletcher 
In account with Betsy Wright. 


1852 By cash paid C. Dabney atto. 
Decr 28. for Jno C Noell admr: of James Wright 
& Maria Wright pr receipt Ex. A.A. filed 
with Defts T. Fletcher Exor: answer, 
which was filed Novr. 7th 1872 $352.04 
1843 To Balance due this day for | 
Decr 20. affidavit filed with Comr Irvins Report $192.44 
" Interest on same to 28th 
Decr 1852 104.19 
"One moiety of Legacy of $50 of 
Fumer Battles as proved by the 
Depo: of A. L. Wyllie 25.00 321.71 


0099B(082105) 341. 


1852 Bal due Tim. Fletcher $ 30.93 
Decr 28. 


With Commissioner Blackfords report is filed a paper in the hand writing of C. L. 
Mosby, in which he states there is a Balance in his hands of $177.50 as of the 
10th May 1858, belonging to this fund, out of which he is to have certain fees not 
named, and which in fact is all the fund before the Court to be disposed of as the 
Land claimed in the Plffs 2nd amended bill, as belonging to James Wright dec: is 
denied in the answer of Jno C Noell the admr: and no testimony has ever been 
taken by the Plaintiff to shew that the same was James Wright's. 


All of which is respectfully submitted 


Comr fee $10. J. N Gordon Special 
Conr. 
May 17th 1873 


P. S. Since making out the foregoing report, | have seen Mr. Mosby and at his 
request examined his book, and find that he paid under decree in this cause 
Decr. 30th 1858, the sum of $247.72, which receipt he says he will file among 
the papers in this cause, and he has also paid to the piff $172.50 and these 
amounts together with the fees due him leave the plff: greatly in his debt. There 
is therefore no fund before the Court for distribution except the $25 above 
referred to, the Battler Legacy in the hands of T. Fletcher since 28th Decr. 1852. 
Prin. & Int. amounts to $55.63. The Plaintiff is a Pauper, and this is the only fund 
out of which the costs of this suit can be paid. 


except the $25, the Balance of the Legacy of Turner Battles, which should bear 
Interest from 28th Decr 1852, to which the 4 children of Maria Wright are entitled, 
and which was in the hands of Timothy Fletcher (see Wyllies depo.) 


May 26th 1873 Respy » 
J. N Gordon Comr." 


Finally, in June 1873 the court adopted the commissioner's report and the 
litigation in the family finally ended: 


"Wright ) 
VS. ) Not for Decree June Term 1873 
Wright ) 


This cause came on again this day to be heard upon the papers formerly read 
the report of Commissioner Gordon, the Exceptions thereto and was argued by 
counsel upon consideration thereof the doth overrule said Exceptions and 


0099B(082105) . 342. 


approving said report doth confirm it and doth adjudge order and decree that the 
said Sidney Fletcher Extor of Timothy Fletcher decd do out of the Estate of his 
testator in his hand to be administered pay to E. P. Goggin who is hereby 
appointed a Receiver for that purpose the sum of Fifty-five 63 Dollars with 
interest on $25 a part thereof at the rate of six percent per annum from the 26th 
May 1873 but said Fletcher is not to pay to the said Receiver the sum of money 
aforesaid until he shall have entered into a Bond before the Clerk of this court 
with approved security, in the penalty of $100.00 conditioned according to law for 
a faithful discharge of his duties as Receiver aforesaid and the Court doth further 
adjudge order" 


From the evidence set forth above and additional evidence set forth below, the 
children of Betsey Wright and were the following: 
1) Letitia Wright, born before January 23, 1838, and 
2) William Wright. 


a. Letitia Wright 
Letitia Wright was a daughter of Betsey Wright and 


. (1779 John’, 1805 Thomas’, Betsey”) 
On March 12, 1828, at Campbell County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 
18/46 Letitia Wright was found not guilty of having murdered her infant child: 


"At a Court held at Campbell Court house on Wednesday the 12" day of March 
1828 for the examination of Letitia Wright a free woman of colour charged with 
the murder of her infant child present Thomas Dixon, Alexander Austin, Adam 
Clement, Parlett Clark & Jonn E Woodson Gent The Prisoner appeared in court 
in discharge of her recognizance and upon consideration of the evidence it is the 
opinion of the Court that the prisoner is not guilty of the offence with which she 
stands charged - It is therefore considered by the Court that she be discharged 





Court Dissolved" 


On January 23, 1838, at Campbell County, Virginia, D.B. 21/392 Thomas P. 
Wright gifted to Letitia Wright all of his interest in the estate of his mother Sylvia Wright: 


"This Indenture made the 23rd January 1838 between Thomas P. Wright of the 
one part and Letitia Wright of the second part. Witnesseth: that for and in 
consideration of the sum of One Dollar paid to the said Thomas P. Wright by the 
said Letitia at and before the sealing and delivery of these presents, the receipt 
whereof is hereby acknowledged and more especially for and in consideration 
that the said Letitia Wright rendered to the said Thomas P. important services in 
his infancy and childhood which have never been paid to her, and which the said 
Thomas P. is now desirous to make good to the said Letitia he the said 
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Thomas P. hath granted bargained and sold, and by these presents doth grant 
bargain and sell to the said Letitia Wright all his right, title, interest, claim, or 
demand, of any and every character in and to the Estate of Sylvia Wright 
deceased To Have and To Hold the said Interest to the said Letitia Wright, and 
her heirs and assigns forever, in fee simple - Witness our hands and seals the 
day and year first before written. 


Thomas P. Wright. 
Corporation of Lynchburg To wit. 


We D. R. Lyman and Caswell Poe Justices of the peace of our said corporation, 
do hereby certify that Thomas P. Wright, party to a certain Deed of date the 23rd 
January 1838 and hereto annexed, personally appeared before us, and 
acknowledged the same to be his act and Deed, and desired us to certify said 
acknowledgement to the clerk of the county court of Campbell in order that the 
same may be recorded - 


Witness our hands and seals the 25th January 1838. 


D. R. Lyman 
Caswell Poe 


Campbell Clerks Office January 26th 1838. This Indenture of bargain and sale 
from Thomas P. Wright to Letitia Wright together with the certificate of 
acknowledgement thereon endorsed was presented in office and admitted to 
record. 


Teste John Alexander Clerk" 


On January 23, 1838, by Campbell County, Virginia, Deed 21/410 Betsey Wright 
gifted her interest in the estate of her mother Sylvia Wright to her daughter Letitia: 
"| Betsey Wright do hereby convey and give all my interest in my Mother Syivia 
Wright's Estate, to my Daughter Letitia Wright, to her forever. Witness my hand 
and seal the 23d day of January 1838. 
Betsey Wright 
Washington Hunter, Thomas Hunter, A. S. Wyllie - 


At a court held for Campbell County February 12, 1838, this transfer from Betsey 
Wright to Letitia Wright was produced in court proved by the oaths of 
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Washington Hunter and A. S. Wyllie witnesses thereto subscribed and ordered 
to be reecorded. 


Teste John Alexander clk" 


This record clearly identifies Letitia Wright as a daughter of Betsey Wright. 

In approximately 1838 at Lynchburg Superior Court of Law and Chancery 
File 1886 Betsey Wright and her son William Wright filed suit to sell the slaves formerly 
owned by Sylvia Wright so that the proceeds could be divided among her heirs: | 


"To the worshipfull the Justices of the County Court of Campbell in Chancery 
Sitting 


The Bill of complaint of Betsey Wright and William Wright, respectfully 
represents that Sylvia Wright, late of this County, departed this life sometime in 
year 183 intestate, possessed of three slaves, and some other personal 
property of no great value, leaving your oratix Betsy Wright, her only surviving 
child, and two grand children, Thos. P. Wright and Emeline Turner, her heirs at 
law and distributees. That administration on the estate of the said Sylvia Wright 
deceased, was granted by this Court, to Colo. Allen L Wyllie, who has proceeded 
as they believe, faithfully to discharge the duties confided to him by the Court. 
They have been informed and believe that the debts of the estate have all been 
paid off, or nearly so, but if they be not, that there is in the hands of the admor a 
sufficient fund for that purpose. arising from the sales of the perisable part of the 
estate, and the collection of debts. They have also been informed and believe, 
that the administrator is willing to surrender the slaves aforesaid, to those entitled 
to them, upon receiving the usual refunding bonds with security. Your orator and 
oratrix further represents, that the said Thomas P. Wright, some short time after 
the death of the said Sylvia Wright deceased, by deed duly recorded in the 
clerks office of this court, to which reference is hereby made, conveyed the 
whole of his interest in her estate, to Latitia Wright; and Your oratrix Betsy Wright 
also represents, that she, by a like deed, also recorded in the clerks office of this 
Court, and hereby refered to, conveyed all of her interest in the same estate to 
the same Latitia Wright. They further represent, that since the execution of 
these conveyances the said Latitia Wright hath also departed this life, intestate 
and without issue, possessed however of interests conveyed by said deeds 
leaving your oratrix her mother, and your orator William Wright, a brother, her 
only surviving heirs at law and distributees. Under these circumstances the said 
slaves, now in the hands of said administrator, are subject to be divided between 
your orator and oratrix and the said Emiline Turner, in equal proportions, but 
such is their character, that it would be impossible, to make any thing like an 
equal division of them. They charge expressly, that said slaves consist of an old 
woman very far advanced in years, of little or no value, another woman about 
eighteen or nineten years old, and her child, about three years old. The old 
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woman, if not now an actual charge upon her owner, must in the nature of 
things, if she survives, be so in the course of some very short time. Besides this, 
neither of the parties interested, would be able to pay the sum, which in a 
division, might be adjudged to be paid, by the distributee, to which the younger 
woman, the most valuable of them all, might be allotted. A sale therefore of the 
said slaves, and a division of the proceeds arising therefrom, is the only means 
as your orator and oratrix conceive, by which a division can be effected, and 
equal justice done to all concerned. Your orator & oratrix further represent, that 
the said Emiline Turner being a person of unsound mind, the said Allen L. Wylie 
hath been appointed by the order of this court her Committee, and in that 
character is entitled to receive whatever estate she may be entitled to. And 
being advised that it is competent to this court under the act of Assembly in that 
case made and provided to direct a sale of said slaves, and the distribution of 
the money arising therefrom amongst those entitled, and being without remedy 
at law Your orator and oratrix pray that the said Allen L. Wylie admor of the said 
Sylvia Wright deceased and committee of the said Emeline Turner may be made 
defendant hereto and that he may answer the premises. That the said slaves 
may be sold by the order and decree of this worshipfull court, and the money 
arising therefrom paid over to your orator and oratrix and the committee of the 
said Emeline Turner, according to their respective rights. May it please your 
worships to grant to your orator and oratrix all such other and further relief as the 
nature of the case may require &c" 


This record indicates that Latitia Wright had died before about 1838 without issue. 
On November 12, 1839, in File 1886 the plaintiffs filed their amended complaint 


again asserting that Latitia Wright had previously died without issue: 
"At Court Conducted and held for Campbell County 12 Novr 1839 


Betsey Wright &c Plfls ) 
against ) In Chancery 
S Wrights admr Deft ) 


This day came the plaintiff and by their counsel moved the Court for leave to 
amend their bill agreeable to an order made in this Cause at the last Court, 
which was granted them and there upon they filed the same 


~ 1840 June answer of Marya & James Wright filed 
" Feby Deposition of John Overstreet filed 
" July Deposition of James Wright and William Hawkins 
filed" 


“To the worshipful the Justices of the County Court of Campbell in Chancery 
sitting 


0099B(082105) 346. 


The Amended bill of complaint of your orator and oratrix Betsey Wright and 
William Wright respectfully represents - That heretofore they exhibited their 
certain original bill of complaint to this worshipful Court against Allen L. Wyllie 
adm'or of Sylvia Wright deceased and committee of Emeline Turner a person of 
unsound mind, setting forth that the said Sylvia Wright had departed this life 
intestate possessed of three slaves and a small amount of perishable property 
leaving your oratrix Betsey Wright her only surviving child and two grand children 
Thomas P. Wright and Emeline Turner her heirs at law and distributees. That 
the debts of the estate had all been paid off or nearly so, and that the | 
administrator of said estate was willing to surrender up said three slaves to be 
divided amongst those entitled to them as heirs at law and distributees of the 
said Sylvia. Setting forth also that the said Thomas P. Wright, after the death of 
the said Sylvia had conveyed all his interest in said estate to Latitia Wright 
daughter of your oratrix Betsey Wright and that the said Betsey Wright had also 
in like manner since the death of the said Sylvia conveyed all her interest therein 
to the same Latitia Wright, and that since the date of said conveyances, the said 
Latitia Wright had also departed this life intestate and without issue, leaving your 
oratrix Betsey Wright her mother and your orator William Wright a brother her 
only surviving heirs at law and distributees. And praying a sale of said three 
slaves, and the distribution of the proceeds arising therefrom between your 
orator and oratrix and the said Emeline Turner according to their respective 
rights which will more fully and at large appear reference being had to said 
original bill. That at the January term of this worshipful Court in the present year | 
the prayer of said bill was decreed accordingly and the said Allen L. Wyllie who 
was thereon and thereby appointed a commissioner for that purpose proceeded 
in pursuance thereof to make sale of said three slaves, and to distribute the 
money arising therefrom in the proportions set forth and directed in and by said 
decree. That portion thereof going to the said Emeline Turner was retained by 
the said Allen L. Wyllie as her committee and your orator and oratrix believe that 
the same or the greater part thereof still in his hands. And that portion thereof to 
which your oratrix and orator were entitled was duly paid to them, but a certain 
Timothy Fietcher having become bound as their security in the refunding bonds 
required of them by said decree, the portions paid to them by the commissioner 
were immediately placed in the hands of the said Fletcher as an indemnity for his 
undertaking as the security in said refunding bonds. Some portion thereof has 
been paid over by the said Fletcher to your orator and oratrix but there still 
remains in his hands the sum of $____ Your orator and oratrix further represent 
that at the last September term of said County Court a certain James Wright and 
Maria Wright pretending, the one of them, that he is the son, and the other that 
she is the grand child of the said Sylvia Wright deceased and as such entitled to 
participate in the proceeds of the sale of said slaves, presented their petition to 
the Court, and procured a rule to be made on your orator and oratrix to amend 
their bill and to make and to make the said James Wright and Maria Wright 
together with the said Timothy Fletcher parties defendants in said cause, on pain 
of having their said original bill dismissed. Your orator and oratrix therefore in 
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pursuance of said rule, disclaiming however any knowledge of said petitioners 
and denying their right to participate in the sale of said slaves, prays that the said 
James Wright and Maria Wright the petitioners aforesaid and the said Timothy 
Fletcher may be made defendants hereto, and that they may be compelled 
especially the said James Wright and Maria Wright to answer as well this 
amended bill as the said original bill in such manner as shall be legal. That the 
said James Wright and Maria Wright be required to establish by undoubted proof 
their right to participate in the property of the said Sylvia, by that identity of their 
respective persons which shall show the said James to be the son and the said 
Maria the grand daughter of the said Sylvia. May it please your worships to grant 
such relief &c &c 


Filed 12 Novr. 1839" 


On October 7, 1845, the commissioner rendered his report and found for the 
petitioners and that Sylvia Wright had seven children and was survived by her son 
James, by Mariah Wright, the only child of Anna Wright, by Thomas Wright, the only 
child of Robin Wright, by her daughter Betsey Wright, by Emeline Turner, the only child 
of Eliza Wright, and that Prudence Wright, if alive, was a slave, and that Betsey Wright 
and Thomas Wright had assigned their interests in the estate to Betsey's daughter 
Latitia Wright, that Latitia had died and her heirs were Betsey Wright and Betsey's son 
William Wright: — 


"Wright ) 
VS. ) Com. Report 
Wright's Adm: ) 


It appears, by the foregoing statement of Mr. Alexander late commissioner in 
Chancery, that whilst in office, pursuant to the decretal order in this cause 
refering the same to a commissioner, he issued notices to the parties concerned, 
that the parties and their witnesses were fully heard before him, and the cause 
matured for drafting his report; which however, he did not perfect whilst in office. 
such being the state of the cause, and the same being placed in the hands of 
the underigned, to carry into effect said order, the undersigned has not deemed 
it necessary to put the parties to the expence & trouble of begining de novo; he 
therefore proceeds to make up a report from the materials already furnished. 


As to who are the rightfull heirs of Sylvia Wright, and entitled to her estate; the 
only difficulty grows out of the question whether Sylvia was the mother of four 
children only; as contended by the Plaintiffs; or whether she was the mother of 
seven children; as is contended by the Petitioning Claimants. Your 
commissioner thinks that the evidence clearly establishes the claim of the 
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Petitioners, and proves that Sylvia Wright had seven children, to wit: Prudence, 
James, Anna, Robin, Betsy, Mary and Eliza, the three first of whom were of a 
black complection; the four last mentioned were of a light complection, born 
whilst she and her master Thomas Wright, cohabitated as man & wife, and 
recognized by him as his children. 


Your commissioner further reports that Thomas Wright emancipated all the 
children of Sylvia except Prudence, who had been sold some time before his 
death. 


He further reports that Sylvia Wright died in the year 18_ leaving as her rightfull 
heirs and distributees the following children & grandchildren; to wit; two children, 
James and Betsy; three grandchildren, to wit: Maria Wright the only decendant of 
Ann Wright, Thomas Wright the only decendant of Robin Wright, and Emeline 
Turner, the only decendant of Eliza Wright; that Mary Wright had died without 
issue before her mother; that Prudence, if living, was a slave at the time her 
mother died. 


He further reports, that Betsy Wright & Thomas Wright, two of the above 
mentioned five heirs of Syivia Wright, by several deeds, conveyed their interests 
in the estate of Sylvia to one Latitia Wright, who was the daughter of the said 
Betsy, and who died leaving the said Betsy and his brother William Wright her 
heirs & distributees; who thereby become entitled each to a fifth part of the 
estate of Sylvia Wright. 


It follows from the above statements, that James Wright, Betsy Wright, William 
Wright, Maria Wright and Emeline Turner are entitled each to one fifth part in the 
estate of Sylvia Wright. 


The following is a table of the decendants of Sylvia Wright 


Sylvie Wright 
Prudence (a slave if living) 
James 
Ann (Dead) 
Maria 
Eliza (Dead) 
Emmeline Turner 
Betsey (Mother of Latitia) 
Letitia (Dead) 
William (Brother of Latitia) 
Robin (Dead) 
Thomas 
Mary (Dead at time of mother's death without issue) 
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All of which is respectfully 
James Irvine Com 


The undersigned was engaged at least eight hours in making out the above 
report, which at 15 cents per hour is $6.00. 


James Irvine Com: 
Filed Octo 7th 1845" 


I. Wright 
_____ Wright was a child of Letitia Wright and 
. (1779 John’, 1805 Thomas’, Betsey”, Letitia*) 
On March 12, 1828, at Campbell County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 
18/46 Letitia Wright was found not guilty of having murdered her infant child: 


"At a Court held at Campbell Court house on Wednesday the 12" day of March 
1828 for the examination of Letitia Wright a free woman of colour charged with 
the murder of her infant child present Thomas Dixon, Alexander Austin, Adam 
Clement, Parlett Clark & John E Woodson Gent The Prisoner appeared in court 
in discharge of her recognizance and upon consideration of the evidence it is the 
Opinion of the Court that the prisoner is not guilty of the offence with which she 
stands charged - It is therefore considered by the Court that she be discharged 


Court Dissolved" 


b. 1844 William Wright Of Lynchburg 
1844 William Wright of Lynchburg was a son of Betsey 
Wright and . (1779 John’, 1805 Thomas’, Betsey’) 


In approximately 1838 in Lynchburg Superior Court of Law and Chancery in 
File 1886 Betsey Wright and her son William Wright filed suit to sell the slaves formerly 
owned by Sylvia Wright so that the proceeds could be divided among her heirs: 


"To the worshipfull the Justices of the County Court of Campbell in Chancery 
Sitting 


The Bill of complaint of Betsey Wright and William Wright, respectfully 
represents that Sylvia Wright, late of this County, departed this life sometime in 
year 183 intestate, possessed of three slaves, and some other personal 
property of no great value, leaving your oratix Betsy Wright, her only surviving 
child, and two grand children, Thos. P. Wright and Emeline Turner, her heirs at 
law and distributees. That administration on the estate of the said Sylvia Wright 
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deceased, was granted by this Court, to Colo. Allen L Wyllie, who has proceeded 
as they believe, faithfully to discharge the duties confided to him by the Court. 
They have been informed and believe that the debts of the estate have all been 
paid off, or nearly so, but if they be not, that there is in the hands of the admor a 
sufficient fund for that purpose. arising from the sales of the perisable part of the 
estate, and the collection of debts. They have also been informed and believe, 
that the administrator is willing to surrender the slaves aforesaid, to those entitled 
to them, upon receiving the usual refunding bonds with security. Your orator and 
oratrix further represents, that the said Thomas P. Wright, some short time after 
the death of the said Sylvia Wright deceased, by deed duly recorded in the 
clerks office of this court, to which reference is hereby made, conveyed the 
whole of his interest in her estate, to Latitia Wright; and Your oratrix Betsy Wright 
also represents, that she, by a like deed, also recorded in the clerks office of this 
Court, and hereby refered to, conveyed all of her interest in the same estate to 
the same Latitia Wright. They further represent, that since the execution of 
these conveyances the said Latitia Wright hath also departed this life, intestate 
and without issue, possessed however of interests conveyed by said deeds 
leaving your oratrix her mother, and your orator William Wright, a brother, her 
only surviving heirs at law and distributees. Under these circumstances the said 
slaves, now in the hands of said administrator, are subject to be divided between 
your orator and oratrix and the said Emiline Turner, in equal proportions, but 
such ts their character, that it would be impossible, to make any thing like an 
equal division of them. They charge expressly, that said slaves consist of an old 
woman very far advanced in years, of little or no value, another woman about 
eighteen or nineten years old, and her child, about three years old. The old 
woman, if not now an actual charge upon her owner, must in the nature of 
things, if she survives, be so in the course of some very short time. Besides this, 
neither of the parties interested, would be able to pay the sum, which ina 
division, might be adjudged to be paid, by the distributee, to which the younger 
woman, the most valuable of them all, might be allotted. A sale therefore of the 
said slaves, and a division of the proceeds arising therefrom, is the only means 
as your orator and oratrix conceive, by which a division can be effected, and 
equal justice done to all concerned. Your orator & oratrix further represent, that 
the said Emiline Turner being a person of unsound mind, the said Allen L. Wylie 
hath been appointed by the order of this court her Committee, and in that 
character is entitled to receive whatever estate she may be entitled to. And 
being advised that it is competent to this court under the act of Assembly in that 
case made and provided to direct a sale of said slaves, and the distribution of 
the money arising therefrom amongst those entitled, and being without remedy 
at law Your orator and oratrix pray that the said Allen L. Wylie admor of the said 
Sylvia Wright deceased and committee of the said Emeline Turner may be made 
defendant hereto and that he may answer the premises. That the said slaves 
may be sold by the order and decree of this worshipfull court, and the money 
arising therefrom paid over to your orator and oratrix and the committee of the 
said Emeline Turner, according to their respective rights. May it please your 
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worships to grant to your orator and oratrix all such other and further relief as the 
nature of the case may require &c" 


Allen L. Wylie, as administrator of the estate of Sylvia Wright, filed his answer to 
the complaint and agreed that the slaves should be sold: 


"The answer of Allen L. Wylie admor of Sylvia Wright and Committee of Emeline 
Turner to the bill of complaint exhibited against him in the County Court of 
Campbell by William Wright and Betsy Wright 


This respondent saving and reserving to himself the benefit of all exception for 
answer to said bill saith He admits that he qualified in this Court as the admor of 
the said Sylvia Wright deceased, and in that character took possession of the 
three slaves in the bill mentioned, amongst other property belonging to his 
intestate. He admits also that he has been appointed by this Court the 
Committee of Emeline Turner, who is a person of unsound mind. He admits also 
that the debts of the estate of said decedent are nearly all paid off and that the 
fund still in his hands arising from the sale of the perisable part of the estate and 
the collection of debts, is ample for the payment of all those still outstanding of 
which he has at this time any knowledge. He is perfectly willing to surrender the 
three slaves aforesaid to the distributees, to be disposed of according to Law, 
upon receiving from them, the usual refunding bonds with security. He believes 
it would be to the interest of the distributees that the slaves should be sold & the 
proceeds divided amongst them, from the extreme old age of one of these 
slaves, and the pecuniary condition of the parties interested, it would be difficult 
if not impossible to make a division of them in kind And having answered he. 
prays &c 


A. L. Wyllie” 


On January 14, 1839, the court authorized the sale of the slaves and the division 
of the proceeds among Betsey, William, and Emeline, subject to the filing of a refunding 
bond to protect against future claims: 

"At a Court held for Campbell County January 14. 1839 


Betsey Wright and William Wright Pifls ) 
against ) In Chancery 
Allen L. Wyllie admr of Sylvia Wright Deft ) 


This cause came on this day to be heard by consent of parties by their Counsel 
on the bill answer and exhibits refered to and was argued by Counsel on 
consideration whereof the Court doth adjudge order and decree that the 
defendant Allen L. Wyllie who by like consent is hereby appointed a 
Commissioner do after having advertised the time and place of sale for two 
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weeks in some newspaper printed in the town of Lynchburg proceed to sell by 
way of public auction to the highest bidder for cash the three slaves in the bill 
and answer mentioned and that out of the proceeds of such sale after defraying 
the expences attending the same and the cost of this suit he pay one equal third 
part of the remainder to the plaintiff Betsey Wright one other equal third part 
thereof to the Plaintiff Wm Wright and that he retain and hold the remaining third 
part thereof as the property of the said Emeline Turner, and report his 
proceedings to the Court in Order to a final decree but the plaintiffs are not to 
have the benefit of the decree until they shall have entered into bond payable to 
the said Allen L. Wyllie admr of the said Sylva Wright deceased in a penalty to 
equal to double the sum falling to their shares respectively under this decree, 
conditioned to refund their due proportions if any debts or demands which may 
hereafter appear against the estate of said Sylvia Wright deceased, and the cost 
attending the recovery of such debts" 


The sale was held February 9, 1839, in Lynchburg with net proceeds of 
$1157.22 to be divided: 


"Pursuant to the annexed decree of the County Court of Campbell in chancery 
pronounced on the 14 day of January 1839 in the suit therein depending 
between Betsey Wright and William Wright plaintiffs and the adm'or of Sylvia 
Wright deceased and Emeline Turner defendants, the undersigned the 
commissioner therein named, having previously advertised the time and place 
and terms of sale for two weeks in the Lynchburg Virginian a public news paper 
printed in the town of Lynchburg, proceeded on Saturday the 9 day of February 
1839 in front of the market house in the town of Lynchburg, to sell by way of 
public auction to the Highest bidder, for cash, the slaves Suckey, Polly and 
Morris the Child of the latter being the slaves in the said decree mentioned and 
referred to, at which sale, William Wright became the purchaser of the woman 
Suckey at the price of $6 and William Cox, the purchaser of Polly and her child 
Morris at the price of $1200. The nett proceeds whereof are thus shown 


Amount of sale of Suckey $ 66 

Sale of Polly & her child 1200 $1206.00 
Deduct 

Commissions on 1206 at 5 & 2 percent $33.12 

Costs of suit 13.66 

Costs of advertising property 2.00 48./8 
nett proceeds $1157.22 


Which being divided according to the decree into three equal parts gives to 
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Betsey Wright 385.74 
William Wright 385.74 
Emeline Turner 385.74 
$1157.22 


The proportion of each being thus ascertained to be $385.74 your commissioner 
thereupon paid over to the said Betsey Wright and William Wright their 
respective proportions for which he took and now holds their receipts, refunding 
bonds being given by them as directed by said decree, and the remaining third is 
retained by him as further directed by said decree to be held by him in his 
character of committee of the said Emeline Turner 


A. L. Wyllie Comr" 


This record clearly identifies William Wright as a son of Betsey Wright. 

However, a dispute arose regarding the proper allocation of those proceeds. 
James Wright and Mariah Wright claimed to be a son and granddaughter of Sylvia 
Wright and entitled to share in her estate. On August 31, 1839, in File 1886 they 
assigned their interest in the estate to John C. Noell: 


"Col Allen Wil___ administrator of Silvy Wright Deseased This is to Certify that 
we and Each of us for value Received have Bargind and sold unto John C. Noell 
all our Right title and Interest which we or Either of __— have or may be intitled to 
in the Estate Either Real or personally of the said Silvy Wright Deseased and you 
will please pay the whole of Each of our Respective potions to the said Noell and 
this shal be your sufficient Receipt for the same given under our hands this 31th 


day of august 1839 
witness his 
Almagro Noell James X Wright 
mark 
Son of Silvy Wright Decd 
her 
Mariah X Wright 
mark 
granddaughter of Silvy Wright Decd and 
Daughter of Anna Wright" 


Then in September 1839 in File 1886 they filed their petition for a share in the 
proceeds of the sale of the slaves: 
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"To the worshipful the County Court of Campbell in chancery sitting 


The petition of James Wright & Maria Wright respectfully represents - That your 
petitioner James Wright is the child and your petitioner Maria Wright is the grand 
child of Sylvia Wright decd. & each of whom are entitled to one full fifth part of 
the estate of the said Sylvia Wright decd. Your petitioner Maria being the only 
child of Anna Wright who was the child of the said Sylvia. That recently Betsy 
Wright & William Wright filed their bill in this worshipful court against Allen L. 
Wyley adm'or of the said Sylvia Wright decd and committee of Emeline Turner to 
procure the sale of certain slaves belonging to the estate of the said Sylvia 
Wright decd. with a view to a divission of the proceeds thereof among the 
complainants in said bill & the said Emeline Turner a person represented to be of 
unsound mind. To which said bill the said Allen L. Wyley as adm’'or of the said 
Sylvia Wright & as committee of the said Emeline Turner filed his answer and the 
cause was set for hearing, & an interlocutory decree pronounced directing a sale 
of said slaves, and division of the proceeds thereof among the above named 
persons your petitioner although residing in the adjacent county of Bedford knew 
nothing of the pendency of said suit & were not even parties thereof, or had any 
manner of notice of the proceedings, although entitled as aforesaid each to one 
full fifth part of the estate of said decedent. Your petitioners therefore pray that 
your worships will cause a rule to be made upon the said Betsey Wright & 
William Wright requiring them to make your petitioners & Timothy Fletcher who 
your petitioners are informed holds part of the money belonging to said 
decedents estate for the use of the said Betsey Wright & William Wright parties 
defendant to the said suit, & in the event of their faiure to dismiss the same. 


James Wright 
Maria Wright 
by John F. Sale their counsel 
1839 Sepr filed" 
On September 9, 1839, in File 1886 the court ordered Betsey Wright, William 
Wright, and Emeline Turner to file an amended complaint to name James Wright and 
Mariah Wright as defendants: 


"At a Court held for Campbell County 9 day of September 1839 


Betsey Wright &c Plfls ) 
against ) In Chancery 
Sylvia Wrights admr Deft) 


On the motion of James Wright & Maria Wright who have filed their petition in 


this cause it is ordered that unless the plaintiffs in this suit shall on or before the 
next time amend their bill and make the said petitioners James Wright & Maria 
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Wright parties defendants in the suit that the bill of the plaintiffs shall stand 
dismissed" 


On October 14, 1839, in File 1886 a similar order was made: 
"At Court held for Campbell County 14 day of October 1839 


Betsey Wright &c Plfls ) 
against ) In Chancery 
Sylvia Wrights admr Deft) 


On the motion of James Wright & Maria Wright who have filed their petition in 
this Cause it is ordered that unless the Plfls in this suit shall on or before the next 
time amend this bill. and make the said Petitioners James Wright and Mariah 
Wright parties defendants in this suit that the bill of the plaintiffs shall stand 
dismissed" | 


On November 12, 1839, in File 1886 the plaintiffs filed their amended complaint: 
"At Court Conducted and held for Campbell County 12 Novr 1839 


Betsey Wright &c Plifls ) 
against ) In Chancery 
S Wrights admr Deft ) 


This day came the plaintiff and by their counsel moved the Court for leave to 
amend their bill agreeable to an order made in this Cause at the last Court, 
which was granted them and there upon they filed the same 


1840 June answer of Marya & James Wright filed 

" Feby Deposition of John Overstreet filed 

" July Deposition of James Wright and William Hawkins 
filed" 


"To the worshipful the Justices of the County Court of Campbell in Chance 
sitting | 
The Amended bill of complaint of your orator and oratrix Betsey Wright and 
William Wright respectfully represents - That heretofore they exhibited their 
certain original bill of complaint to this worshipful Court against Allen L. Wyllie 
adm'or of Sylvia Wright deceased and committee of Emeline Turner a person of 
unsound mind, setting forth that the said Sylvia Wright had departed this life 
intestate possessed of three slaves and a small amount of perishable property 
leaving your oratrix Betsey Wright her only surviving child and two grand children 
Thomas P. Wright and Emeline Turner her heirs at law and distributees. That 
the debts of the estate had all been paid off or nearly so, and that the 
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administrator of said estate was willing to surrender up said three slaves to be 
divided amongst those entitled to them as heirs at law and distributees of the 
said Sylvia. Setting forth also that the said Thomas P. Wright, after the death of 
the said Sylvia had conveyed all his interest in said estate to Latitia Wright 
daughter of your oratrix Betsey Wright and that the said Betsey Wright had also 
in like manner since the death of the said Sylvia conveyed all her interest therein 
to the same Latitia Wright, and that since the date of said conveyances, the said 
Latitia Wright had also departed this life intestate and without issue, leaving your 
oratrix Betsey Wright her mother and your orator William Wright a brother her 
only surviving heirs at law and distributees. And praying a sale of said three 
slaves, and the distribution of the proceeds arising therefrom between your 
orator and oratrix and the said Emeline Turner according to their respective 
rights which will more fully and at large appear reference being had to said 
original bill. That at the January term of this worshipful Court in the present year 
the prayer of said bill was decreed accordingly and the said Allen L. Wyllie who 
was thereon and thereby appointed a commissioner for that purpose proceeded 
in pursuance thereof to make sale of said three slaves, and to distribute the 
money arising therefrom in the proportions set forth and directed in and by said 
decree. That portion thereof going to the said Emeline Turner was retained by 
the said Allen L. Wyllie as her committee and your orator and oratrix believe that 
the same or the greater part thereof still in his hands. And that portion thereof to 
which your oratrix and orator were entitled was duly paid to them, but a certain 
Timothy Fletcher having become bound as their security in the refunding bonds 
required of them by said decree, the portions paid to them by the commissioner 
were immediately placed in the hands of the said Fletcher as an indemnity for his 
undertaking as the security in said refunding bonds. Some portion thereof has 
been paid over by the said Fletcher to your orator and oratrix but there still 
remains in his hands the sum of $____ Your orator and oratrix further represent 
that at the last September term of said County Court a certain James Wright and 
Maria Wright pretending, the one of them, that he is the son, and the other that 
she is the grand child of the said Sylvia Wright deceased and as such entitled to 
participate in the proceeds of the sale of said slaves, presented their petition to 
the Court, and procured a rule to be made on your orator and oratrix to amend 
their bill and to make and to make the said James Wright and Maria Wright 
together with the said Timothy Fletcher parties defendants in said cause, on pain 
of having their said original bill dismissed. Your orator and oratrix therefore in 
pursuance of said rule, disclaiming however any knowledge of said petitioners 
and denying their right to participate in the sale of said slaves, prays that the said 
James Wright and Maria Wright the petitioners aforesaid and the said Timothy 
Fletcher may be made defendants hereto, and that they may be compelled 
especially the said James Wright and Maria Wright to answer as well this 
amended bill as the said original bill in such manner as shall be legal. That the 
said James Wright and Maria Wright be required to establish by undoubted proof 
their right to participate in the property of the said Sylvia, by that identity of their 
respective persons which shall show the said James to be the son and the said 
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Maria the grand daughter of the said Sylvia. May it please your worships to grant 
such relief &c &c 


Filed 12 Novr. 1839" 


On March 1, 1848, in File 1886 James Turner and Lavina Baker gave their 
depositions and asserted that Prudence, Anna, and James were not the children of 
Sylvia, but rather were the children of Sylvia's sister: 


"The deposition of James Turner taken in the Comrs Office at Campbell Court 
House on Tuesday the first day of March 1842 to be read on the trial of a cause 
now depending and undetermined on the Chancery side of the Circuit Superior 
Court of Law and Chancery holden in and for the County of Campbell wherein 
Betsy Wright and William Wright are plaintiffs and Allen L. Wyllie admr. of Sylvia 
Wright deceased and committee of Emeline Turner James Wright Maria... ." 
On October 7, 1845, the commissioner rendered his report and found for the 
petitioners and that Sylvia Wright had seven children and was survived by her son 
James, by Mariah Wright, the only child of Anna Wright, by Thomas Wright, the only 
child of Robin Wright, by her daughter Betsey Wright, by Emeline Turner, the only child 
of Eliza Wright, and that Prudence Wright, if alive, was a slave, and that Betsey Wright 
and Thomas Wright had assigned their interests in the estate to Betsey's daughter 
Latitia Wright, that Latitia had died and her heirs were Betsey Wright and Betsey's son 


William Wright: 


"Wright ) 
VS. ) Com. Report 
Wright's Adm: ) 


It appears, by the foregoing statement of Mr. Alexander late commissioner in 
Chancery, that whilst in office, pursuant to the decretal order in this cause 
refering the same to a commissioner, he issued notices to the parties concerned, 
that the parties and their witnesses were fully heard before him, and the cause 
matured for drafting his report; which however, he did not perfect whilst in office. 
Such being the state of the cause, and the same being placed in the hands of 
the underigned, to carry into effect said order, the undersigned has not deemed 
it necessary to put the parties to the expence & trouble of begining de novo; he 
therefore proceeds to make up a report from the materials already furnished. 


As to who are the rightfull heirs of Sylvia Wright, and entitled to her estate; the 


only difficulty grows out of the question whether Sylvia was the mother of four 
children only; as contended by the Plaintiffs; or wnether she was the mother of 
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seven children; as is contended by the Petitioning Claimants. Your 
commissioner thinks that the evidence clearly establishes the claim of the 
Petitioners, and proves that Sylvia Wright had seven children, to wit: Prudence, 
James, Anna, Robin, Betsy, Mary and Eliza, the three first of whom were of a 
black complection; the four last mentioned were of a light complection, born 
whilst she and her master Thomas Wright, cohabitated as man & wife, and 
recognized by him as his children. 


Your commissioner further reports that Thomas Wright emancipated all the 
children of Sylvia except Prudence, who had been sold some time before his 
death. 


He further reports that Sylvia Wright died in the year 18_ leaving as her rightfull 
heirs and distributees the following children & grandchildren; to wit; two children, 
James and Betsy; three grandchildren, to wit: Maria Wright the only decendant of 
Ann Wright, Thomas Wright the only decendant of Robin Wright, and Emeline 
Turner, the only decendant of Eliza Wright; that Mary Wright had died without 
issue before her mother; that Prudence, if living, was a slave at the time her 
mother died. 


He further reports, that Betsy Wright & Thomas Wright, two of the above 
mentioned five heirs of Sylvia Wright, by several deeds, conveyed their interests 
in the estate of Sylvia to one Latitia Wright, who was the daughter of the said 
Betsy, and who died leaving the said Betsy and his brother William Wright her 
heirs & distributees; who thereby become entitled each to a fifth part of the 
estate of Sylvia Wright. 


It follows from the above statements, that James Wright, Betsy Wright, William 
Wright, Maria Wright and Emeline Turner are entitled each to one fifth part in the 
estate of Sylvia Wright. 


The following is a table of the decendants of Sylvia Wright 


Sylvie Wright 
Prudence (a slave if living) 
James 
Ann (Dead) 
Maria 
Eliza (Dead) 
Emmeline Turner 
Betsey (Mother of Latitia) 
Letitia (Dead) 
William (Brother of Latitia) 
Robin (Dead) 
Thomas 
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Mary (Dead at time of mother's death without issue) 


The undersigned further reports, that it appears from the Pleadings & proofs in 
this cause, that the neat proceeds of the slaves sold under an order in this cause 
amounted to the sum of $1157.22, that A. L. Wyllie com, as directed by said 
order, paid over to Betsy & William Wright two thirds of sum; that is, to each the 
sum of $385.74 cents: The other third, he retained as committee for Emeline 
Turner, as directed by said order. Of the amount paid Betsy & William Wright, 
the sum of $192.46 was placed by them in the hands of Timothy Fletcher, their 
security in a refunding bond, as an indemnity; they retaining the sum of $579,02. 
Below is a statement or Schedule showing the amounts respectively in the hands 
of the above mentioned persons, with interest thereon to the 9th of Sept 1845 in 
a separate colum 


Price Interest 

1st Amount retained by A.L. Wright com: $ 385.74 

Interest to 9th Sept 1845 $152.36% 
2d Amount in the hands of Fletcher $ 192.46 

Interest to 9th Sept 1845 $ 76.01% 
3d Amount in the hands of Betsy & $ 579.02 

William Wright 

Interest to 9th Sept 1845 $228.71% 


$1157.22  $457.09% 


Thus it appears that there is in the hand of the above mentioned persons, of 
principal, the sum of $1157.22 and of interest, the sum of $457.09 1/2: To be 
divided among the the distributees of Sylvia Wright, These sums being divided 
by 5, this number of distributees, ascertains the share of each distributee to be 


as follows: 
Principal Interest 
Betsy Wright $231.44 $91.41 
William Wright $231.44 $462.88 91.41 182.82 
Emaline Turner $231.44 91.41 | 
Jas Wright $231.44 91.41 
Maria Wright $231.44 115722 91.41 457.09% 


Betsy & Wm. Wright in a/c with estate of Sylvia Wright - Drs 


1845 Sept 9 Principal Interest 
To amount in their hands as 
shown by schedule on 3 pages $579.02 $228.71% 
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Cr by Two distributive shares 
Ballance due estate froom them 462.88 182.82 
116.14 45.89% 


Emeline Turner in a/c with Estate of Sylvia Wright Dr 


1845 Sept 9 Principal Interest 

To amount in hands of A. L. Wyllie 

her committee, as shown on 3d page $385.74 $152.36 

Cr By Distribution shown 231.44 91.41 

Ballance due Estate 154.30 60.952 

1845 Sept 9 Principal Interest 

In the hands of Fletcher as shown $192.46 $76.01% 

by schedule on 3 page due from 

Betsy & Wm Wright 116.14 45.89% 

due from Emeline Turner 154.30 $462.90 60.95% $182.86% 
1845 Sept 9 

James Wrights Distributive Share $231.44 $91.41 

Maria Wrights distributive Share 231.44 $462.88 91.41 $182.82 


It appears by an a/c filed by A. L. Wyllie administrator of Sylvia Wright, that there 
was in his hands, on the 15th of Feb. 1839 the sum of $214.24 cents, belonging 
to the estate of his intestate. The bill does not ask for a distribution of this fund; 
nor does the order directing an account, call for any report respecting it and the 
means of ascertaining the state of accocunts between said administrator and his 
intestate, are not furnished by the evidence in this cause. It____ be no claims to 
be discharged with said fund, the undersigned does not see that any calculations 
or statements are necessary, in order that a distribution of the same may be 
decreed. All of which is respectfully 


James Irvine Com 


The undersigned was engaged at least eight hours in making out the above 
report, which at 15 cents per hour is $6.00. 


James Irvine Com: 
Filed Octo 7th 1845" 


On November 27, 1852, in File 1886 the court adopted the commissioner's 


report of October 7, 1845, as its order: 
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"At a Circuit Court for the Corporation of Lynchburg Continued and held at the 
court house thereof on Saturday the 27th day of November 1852 


Betsy Wright and Henry Dannington sergeant of the Corporation of Lynchburg 

and as such adnrr. of William Wright decd. Plaintiffs 

Against 

Allen L. Wyllie admr. of Sylvia Wright decd and as Committee of Emeline Turner 

a person of unsound mind James Wright Maria Wright and Timothy Fletcher 
Defendants 


In Chancery. 


The defendants James Wright and Maria Wright having departed this life, the 
fact is ordered to be suggested of record, and it appearing to the court from 
certificates of the Clerk of the county court of Bedford County filed amongst the 
papers in this cause that administration on the estate of said decedents has 
been duly committed to Jno. C. Noell with the assent of the said admr. by 
Counsels the Court doth order that this suit stand revived and be hereafter be 
proceeded in, in the name of the said Jno. C. Noel as administrator of the said . 
James Wright decd. and also in the name of the said John C. Noell as admr. of 
the said Maria Wright deceased, and thereupon by consent of the said Jno. C 
Noell as administrator as aforesaid by counsel this cause came on this day to be 
further heard on the papers formerly read, and the report of Commr. Irvine made 
in pursuance of the decretal order of the 23rd day of September 1841 and the 
exhibits and examinations of Witnesses filed, since the former hearing, and was 
argued by counsel on consideration whereof the court approving said report to 
which there is no exception, doth confirm the same and approving also the 
statement marked A A based on said report, and filed amongst the papers in this 
cause doth adjudge, order, and decree, that the defendant Timothy Fletcher to 
pay to the defendant John C. Noell administrator of James Wright decd. the sum 
of ninety six dollars and twenty three cents with legal interest thereon from the 
9th day of February 1839 until paid, and that the said Timothy Fletcher do also 
pay to defendant John C. Noell admr. of Maria Wright decd. the sum of ninety six 
dollars and twenty three cents with like interest thereon from the 9th day of 
February 1839 untill paid, and the court doth further adjudge, order, and decree ~ 
that the defendant Allen L. Wyllie Committee of Emeline Turner, do out of the 
estate of the said Emeline Turner in his hands pay to the said John C. Noell as 
admr. of James Wright decd. the sum of seventy seven dollars and fifteen cents 
with legal interest thereon from the 9th day of February 1839 untill paid, and to 
the same Jno C Noell as admr. of Maria Wright decd. the sum of seventy seven 
dollars and fifteen cents with like interest thereon from the 9th day of February 
1839 untill paid, and the Court doth further adjudge, order, and decree that the 
plaintiff Betsy Wright do pay to the said John C. Noell as admr. of James Wright 
decd. the sum of twenty nine dollars and three cents with like interest thereon 
from the 9th day of February 1839 untill paid and to the same John C. Noell as 
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admr. of Maria Wright decd. the sum of twenty nine dollars and three cents, with 
like interest thereon from the 9th day of February 1839 untill paid, and that the 
plaintiff Henry Dunnington admr. of William Wright decd. do out of the assets of 
his intestate in his hands to be administered pay to the said John C. Noell as 
admr. of James Wright decd. the sum of twenty nine dollars and three cents with 
like interest thereon from the 9th day of February 1839 untill paid, and to the 
same Jno C. Noell as admr. of James Wright decd. the sum of twenty nine 
dollars and three cents with like interest thereon from the 9th day of February 
1839 untill paid, and the court doth further adjudge, order, and decree that one 
of its commissioners of the court do take an account of the administration upon 
the estate of Sylvia Wright deceased by Allen L. Wyllie, also an account of his 
transactions as Committee of Emeline Turner and also an account of any further © 
fund besides that hereinbefore distributed which may be in the hands of the 
defendant Timothy Fletcher, due or belonging to Betsy Wright and William 
Wright, or either of them and the said Commissioner is directed to examine, 
state and settle the same, and make report thereof to the court with any matters 
specially stated, deemed pertinent by himself or required by the parties to be so 
stated. 


A Copy, Teste: 
J. W. Dunnington C. 


Commissioners Office 3d Feby 1853 


The parties interested in the above order are hereby notified that | shall on 
Saturday the __ day of March 1853 proceed to execute the same at which time 
Allen L. Wyllie & T. Fletcher are required to produce the account and vouchers 
therefor, in said order specified. - 


Tho. |. Kirkpatrick Commr." 


On February 2, 1853, in File 1886 Betsey Wright filed her petition for an 
accounting for the estates of James Wright, Mariah Wright, and Emeline Turner and for 
payment of the estates to her as their heir at law and as the sole survivor of Sylvia 
Wright's family and stated that William Wright was then deceased: 

"To the Hon: Wm. Leigh, Judge of the Circuit ) 

Court for the Corporation of Lynchburg ) 


Your oratrix Betsey Wright, humbly Complaining, respectfully represents, that 
there is pending in this court, a suit under the style of Wright vs Wright and 
others - brought by your oratrix and Wm. Wright [now dead] against Allen L. 
Wyllie admr. of Sylvia Wright and others - having for its object a division of the 
estate of the said Sylvia amongst her children and legal representatives - In this 
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suit an amended bill was filed, pursuant to a rule made on the Plaintiffs, by 
James Wright and Maria Wright [who claimed to be equally interested in the said 
Sylvia estate, with your oratrix] making them parties Defendant - and then they 
filed their answers asserting their rights - In this state of things, an order of 
account was made, & the Comr. of the Court directed to report who are the 
rightful heirs of Sylvia Wright &c - His report was made & returned the 7th of 
October 1845, in which he reports the following persons, as the rightful heirs of 
Sylvia Wright - To wit: James Wright - Your oratrix Betsey Wright - William 
Wright - Maria Wright - and Emeline Turner - each being entitled to one fifth of 
said estate. Your oratrix protests that in truth, neither James Wright nor Maria 
Wright were so entitled - but they proved themselves to be, and your Honor has 
so decided at the last term of this Court & to this decision, your oratrix must [as is 
duty bound submit. - Your Honor at the same time decreed that A. L. Wyllie, 
Committee of Emeline Turner, should pay to John C. Noel admr. of James 
Wright $77.15 with int: from 9th Feb: 1839 - & to said Noel admr. of Maria Wright 
$77.15 with int. from 9 Feb: 1839 - That T. Fletcher should pay to said Noel as 
admr. of Jas: Wright $96.23 with int: from 9th Feb: 1839 and to said Noel as 
admr. of Maria Wright $96.23 with int: from 9th Feb: 1839 and that your oratrix 
Betsey Wright should pay to said Noel admr. of James & Maria each, the sum of 
$29.03 with int: from 9 Feb: 1839 - and that Henry Dunnington admr. of 

Wm Wright should pay to him, as admr. of the two, each the like sum of $29.03 
with int: from the 9 Feb: 1839 till paid - That [beside the decree agt your oratrix & 
Wm Wright's admr] the sum of $346.76 with int: from 9 Feb: 1839, amounting to 
$290.08 and making the aggregate of $636.84 will pass into the hands of said 
John C. Noel as admr. of James & Maria Wright - a copy of this decree is here 
referred to - your oratrix is advised that neither the said James Wright nor Maria 
Wright owed any debts [or if any, to a very small amount] at the time of their 
death. James Wright, at the time of his death, was in possession of a tract of 
land in Bedford [to which your oratrix now supposes she is entitled] of which the 
said John C. Noel took & has held possession ever since his death to wit the 
year the rents of which land, received by the said Noel were [as your oratrix is 
informed, more than enough to pay all the just debts, he owed. And your orator 
claims of the said Noel, to account for the same. 


Your oratrix charges, that she is entitled, as heir & next of kin, to the estate of the 
said James Wright and Maria Wright in the hands or to come into the hands of 
the said John C. Noel as admr. and she prays to have the same decreed to her - 
She is also entitled to the estate of Emeline Turner, in the hands of Allen L. 
Wyllie her committee, now amounting to $___ - being also her heir and next of 
kin - and she prays to haeed of theve that decreed to her, as also whatever of 
Sylvia Wright's estate may remain in the hands of the said Allen L. Wyllie her 
admr. or be in the hands of the Deft: Fletcher. 


She charges that when the said Fletcher became her surety and the surety of 
her late son, Wm. Wright, in the two refunding bonds, given to A. L. Wyllie on the 
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9th of Feb: 1839 - the said Fletcher, as the means of protecting himself received 
the whole of the two sums of money, on that day paid over, under the decree of 
Campbell Court, by Wyllie as Comr. - to wit: $385.74 for your oratrix and $385.74 
for said William Wright- and the said Fletcher also, on the 15" Feby 1839 
received in the same manner to hold as indemnity for becoming their surety 
again in 2 refunding bonds executed that day] the two further sums of $214.25 
for Betsey Wright and $214.25 for Wm Wright - paid to him by Allen L. Wyllie as 
admr. of Silvia Wright to be held for the said Betsey & William Wright severally - 
and except for such sums, as he has since paid out, he is now chargeable with 
the whole with interest. She does not admit that $192.46 - conceded by said 
Fletcher to have been left in his hands is the true sum - and she calls on him to 
answer and set forth in detail what disposition he has made of the land several 
sums of money received by him as aforesaid - & she prays a decree against him 
for the balance in his hands when ascertained - 


In order to show that your oratrix is now entitled to the estates, of James & Maria 
Wright & Emeline Turner deceased as above claimed - and indeed to whatever 
of estate may remain of Sylvia Wright - or at any time since her death, may have 
been claimable by any child or descendant of hers - your oratrix states and 
charges as follows - 


Sylvia Wright, your oratrix' mother [who was at one time a slave - but afterwards 
emancipated by your oratrix Father - who was also the father of some but not all 
of her children -she had some before he knew her] was the mother according to 
the proofs and decision in this case of seven children - To wit: 1 Prudence born 
a slave and never emancipated - 2 James Wright, who lived in Bedford and 
recently died, unmarried and without child or children - 3 Ann Wright, who died 
many years ago, leaving Maria Wright, her only heir - This Maria resided also in 
Bedford & recently died - unmarried and without child or children - [J. C. Noel is 
the admr. of said James & Maria] - 4 Eliza Wright, who died many years ago, 
leaving Emeline Turner, her only heir - This Emeline was a person of unsound 
mind - who died some years ago, without child or children - [A. L. Wyllie is her 
committee & has her estate] - 5 Betsey Wright your oratrix who by Deed of the 
___ dayof_____ conveyed all her interest in Sylvia Wright's estate, to her 
daughter Letitia Wright - 6 Robin Wright - who willed his interest in said estate to 
his son Thomas P. Wright and Thomas P. on the day of____—s—« & before his death 
conveyed it, to the said Letitia Wright - After these conveyances the said Letitia 
Wright, died unmarried & without child or children, leaving her mother [your 
oratrix] and her Brother William Wright her heirs at law - and afterwards the said 
William Wright died, unmarried, & without child or children, leaving your oratrix, 
his mother, his sole heir - 7 Mary Wright born a slave and died before her 
mother. It thus appears that every child of Sylvia Wright except your oratrix, and 
every descendant of all her other children [who could take under her] are all 
dead, intestate, unmarried & without child or children - and your oratrix is the 
sole survivor of the whole family, and sole heir of all the rest - And as such heir, 
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she prays the court, now and that speedily [for she is a tenant of the Poor house 
and with her just rights involved in this case, could be made comfortable, if not 
happy, the remnant of her days] to ascertain what are and were the interests of 
these various deceased parties in the said Sylvia Wright's estate, and to decree 
to her, what remains of the whole- 


And to this end she prays that she may have leave to file this as an amended 
Bill, in the case of Wright vs Wright - making all the papers & exhibits in that 
case [so far as proper] parts of the same - 


Being without adequate remedy at law &c your oratrix prays that the said Allen L. 
Wyllie admr. of Sylvia Wright deceased and Committee of Emeline Turner also 
deceased - John C. Noel admr. of Jas. Wright decd. & also admr. of Maria 
Wright deceased - & Henry Dunnington admr. of William Wright deceased, and 
the said Timothy Fletcher may be made parties Defendant to this amended bill 
and each on oath compelled to answer the same fully Let the said Wyllie set 
forth fully what of estate came to his hands as adnrr. of Sylvia Wright - & what 
estate came to his hands as Committee of Emeline Turner, & what disposition he 
has made of each - & Let the said Fletcher set forth, what sum or sums of money 
of Betsey or Wm Wright, or ether party he received, when & what he has done 
with the amount - & may it please the court to have all proper accounts taken - 
and full and complete justice done to your oratrix in the premises &C 


And as in duty bound &c. 

Filed Feb 2d 1853" 

On April 19, 1853, in File 1886 Alphonse Fletcher gave his deposition in the 
matter and stated that William Wright resided for eight to ten years with his father 
Timothy Fletcher and was a reckless fellow interested only in spending money and 
drinking whiskey: 


"The depo. of Alphonse Fletcher taken by consent of parties at the office of 
Comnr. T. J. Kirkpatrick on Tuesday the 19th day of April 1853, to be used as 
evidence on behalf of T. Fletcher in the suit of Wright v. Wright & others. - 


1st Question by Counsel for T. Fletcher: 

State if you ever heard the PIff. Betsy Wright say that she had made a 
settlement for herself & her son Wm Wright, who is now deceased with Timothy 
Fletcher? if so, when & how often did you hear her speak of it, and what did she 
say about it? 


Answer: - | have heard Betsey Wright on several occasions | think in the years 
1843 & 1844 say that she had had a settlement with my father Timothy Fletcher 
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before Mr. Jno. Wills, for herself & Wm. Wright that she thought it very hard that 
she could not get the balance that was in his hands; that balance she said was 
some two hundred dollars or thereabouts. - 


2d Question by same. Did she say that the balance of $200 or thereabouts, 
which was found to be in the hands of your Father, upon the settlement above 
spoken of, was due to her alone, or did she say that that was the whole sum in 
his hands, after settling both with herself & Wm. Wright 


Answer: All that | know was that she said that the balance in my father's hands 
was upon a settlement for herself & Billy. - 


3d Question by same. Did Billy Wright ever board at your Father's house - if so, 
how long? 


Answer: Billy Wright boarded at my fathers some 8 or 10 years. - 


By counsel of B. Wright Was Wm Wright present when Betsy Wright told you 
what you have stated above. 


Answer - No he was not present - 


By same - Have you told all that Betsy Wright said to.you on the occasion 
referred to by you? 


Answer - | think | have pretty much the substance of what she said - 


By same - Do you know of any authority that Betsy Wright had to act for 
Wm Wright? in this matter? 


Answer - No - no more than she was his mother & that he was a kind of reckless 
fellow, that did not pay attention much to any thing, but spending money & 
drinking whiskey. 


By same - do you know of your Fathers paying Wm Wright, any sum of money - 
if so say when & what sum’? 


Answer | have seen my father let him money in small sums $5 or $10 frequently 
& on one occasion my father lent him $20 or $40 to him at Richmond, as Bill told 
me 


By same - State the time, or times when Betsy Wright made you the statements 
first mentioned by you in answer to your fathers question? 
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Answer - It was the last of 1843 or in 1844 - When | met her she was 
complaining, as she had had the settlement with my father that she could not get 
the amount in my fathers hands - | mean the balance in his hands - 

By same - what is your age? 


| will be soon 30 years old ie on the 3rd day of May next - 


By same - Was not the said B. Wright always complaining in the conversations 
referred to by you, that your father was in her debt & she could not get the 
money? 


Answer - she complained about the balance that was in his hands 

By same - When did she say, she had a settlement before Mr. John Wills? 
Answer - | think it must have been a short time before she made the complaint 
before me - as she said, she had sometime before had it - The settlement she 
spoke of was before Mr. John Wills - 

By same - Did you say what kind of settlement she had made? 

Ans: | don't recollect that she said what kind of settlement it was - She said she 
made a settlement for herself & Billy - she did not say, that my father paid her 
any thing, at the time of the settlement - 

And further saith not: 

A. Fletcher 


The above depo. was taken subscribed & sworn to before me upon the day 
mentioned in the Caption. 


Tho. J. Kirkpatrick 
Comnr. 
19th Apl. 1853 


On April 27, 1853, in File 1886 Timothy Fletcher filed his answer to the complaint 
of Betsey Wright and stated that Betsey had been a resident of the poor house for 
many years and that Betsey and William had been "idle, dissolute & extravagant" 
people: 
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“The separate answer of Timothy Fletcher to an Amended Bill of Complaint 
exhibited by Betsy Wright in the Circuit Court of the City of Lynchburg against 
hemself & others. 


This Respondent says, he is advised that the said amended Bill of the 
Complainant contains no such matters of equity, as entitle her to implead him in 
this honorable Court, for which reason & for divers others apparent on the face 
of the said amended Bill he objects thereto and relies on this his objection in 
every respect as if he had more formally set forth the same by way of Demurrer. 


And without waiving the objection above taken, but relying & insisting on the 
same, this Respondent likewise reserving to himself the benefit of all other 
proper exception to the said Amended Bill, makes the following answer to the 
same, if thereto ruled by the Court; On the 9th day of February 1839, he entered 
his name as security on two refunding Bonds, executed by the Complainant & 
her son Wm. Wright (now deceased) respectively, each of whom, upon the 
execution of the bonds aforesaid was entitled to receive of Allen L. Wyllie as 
admr. of Sylvia Wright decd the sum of $375.82. On the 15th of February 1839 | 
he entered as security on two other refunding Bonds between the same parties 
respectively upon the execution of which the said Betsy & Wm Wright were 
entitled likewise to receive each the sum of $214.25. Upon the execution of the 
Bonds aforesaid (which are the same referred to by the Complainant) the whole 
of the respective sums owing both to her & the said Wm. were at their request 
received by this Respondent, except a debt due to or held by the said Allen L. 
Wyllie the amount of which is not now remembered, which was deducted by the 
said Wyllie - It is true that this Respondent in consenting to receive this money 
was looking in some measure to his own protection against loss by virtue of his 
suretyship aforesaid; but knowing that his liability on the said bonds was limited 
to such debts or demands as should thereafter appear against the estate of 
Sylvia Wright decd -and did not extend to claims which might be asserted to the 
estate itself, by virtue of inheritance from the said Decedent - and the said Sylvia 
being a free negro whose transactions in her life-time were in all probability 
neither very widespread nor extensive, this Respondent did not endeavour to 
control, as he had no right to prevent the said Complainant & Wm Wright from 
spending their money aforesaid in such manner as they pleased - They both had 
theretofore been, & afterward continued to be idle, dissolute & extravagant as far 
as they could obtain either credit or means to be so. Each of them owed money 
debts contracted previously to the reception of this money- payment of which 
their creditors became immediately clamorous - Themselves were making 
continual applications for sums of various magnitude, sometimes for particular 
objects of expenditure & at others, without stating any special use for which it 
was needed. - It was the habit of this Respondent upon paying any sums either 
to the Complainant or to the said Wm either to take a receipt therefor or else to 
make some memorandum of the use place or other circumstance attending the 
payment, so that he would have no difficulty in making a settlement at any time 
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when necessary. These vouchers & memoranda were carefully preserved by 
him until he recd. notice to render his account before one of the Commissioners 
of the late Circuit Superior Court of Law & Chancery for the County of Campbell 
of the amount held by him as aforesaid which remained in his hands at the 
period of filing the first amended Bill in this cause. After receiving this notice this 
Respondent informed the said Betsy & Wm. that he desired a settlement to them 
& in order that it should not only be just & fair, but also satisfactory to them, he, 
with their approbation & consent went to the Law office of the late John Wills 
Esq. who was the Counsel for both Wm. & Betsy in this very suit, and placing all 
his vouchers & memoranda before him with a request that he would___— & settle 
the a/cs for his said clients - The said John Wills did so & after striking the 
balances there was found to be in this Respondents hands the aggregate sum of 
$192.46. The said Wm Wright did not attend on the day of the said settlement, 
leaving the whole matter to the management & supervision of his said counsel & 
the Complainant his mother - The Complainant was then acting both for herself 
& Wm. and when the a/c was stated & the balance struck, she signed the same 
both for herself & her son. - On the very day of & immediately after the said 
settlement, and to dispense with the necessity of the Respondent's personal 
attendances before the Commissioners the said John Wills or his Son & Partner 
C. T. Wills drew up in his own handwriting the form of an affidavit embodying the 
result aforesaid, which this Respondent on the same day qualified to before a 
certain Michael Hurt who was then a Justice of the Peace for the Corporation of 
Lynchburg. This affidavit was sent to the Commissioner at Campbell Court 
House by whom it was placed among the papers in this cause, where it has ever 
since remained, without question to the accuracy of the fact, it embodied, so far 
as this Respondent knew or believed - The said Commissioner made his report 
in conformity with the said Statement - It lay for years without exception & has 
been confirmed by the court pursuant to whose decree the said balance has 
been paid out. During the summer of the year 1852, while this Respondent was 
absent at the north, his dwelling house was entered and a small trunk containing 
the said statement approved & signed by the sd Complainant as aforesaid, 
together with most of the vouchers & memoranda on which the same was based 
& other papers of this Respondent, was taken from the said house or destroyed - 
At any rate this Respondent has not been able to recover the same or its 
contents - He has found however a few of his said Vouchers which were not in 
said trunk, and these he will file as part of this answer - The circumstances 
above recited will show it to be impossible for him to render that particular 
account which is asked for by the Complainant. Even after the statement & 
vouchers aforesaid had been lost as above detailed, this Respondent attached 
but little importance to the loss - His affidavit, based upon the statement 
aforesaid had long been filed - the commissioner's report showing the same 
result, had been made out & remained for years without exception either by the 
Complainant, or any other party to the cause, & John Wills Esq the said Counsel 
for Complainant was then alive & competent to establish the facts. - As soon 
however as the said Wills has departed this life, & when the Complainant has 
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been a____ of the poor-house of this City for years, she suddenly rises up & 
asserts a claim to interests original & derivative which makes her wholly 
independent of the World - This Respondent thinks that her story is so incredible 
in itself that no court could be found to believe it. - Although this Respondent 
dislikes any ordinary case to claim the benefit of any mere rule of law to exempt 
himself from responsibility, yet owing to Mr. Wills' death & the loss of his papers 
as aforesaid, he feels justified in relying for defense against the unrighteous 
demands of the Complainant upon the act of limitations, which he is advised will 
operate a complete bar against the recovery sought by her - He prays your 
Honor therefore to allow hiim the benefit of the said act in the same manner & to 
the same intent as if he had more formally pleaded the same. And having fully 
answered, denying all fraud &c he prays to be hence dismissed with his costs &c 


City of Lynchburg to wit; 


____ Fletcher came before me Sam'l B. Thurman a Justice of the Peace in & for 
the Corporation aforesaid and made oathe that the facts stated in the foregoing 
answer are true to the best of his knowledge & belief. - Given under my hand this 
2/th day of April in the year 1853 


sam'l B. Thurman 

Filed June 17th 1853" 

On September 27, 1853, Samuel Pleasants, W. V. Millspaugh, and Adeline 
Dorsey gave their depositions and stated that Betsey Wright had been badly burned in 
1841 or 1842 and confined to her house for four or five years afterwards and that 
William Wright played the violin and died in about 1844 or 1845: 


"The depos. of Samuel Pleasants taken at the office of Comr. Kirkpatrick on the 
2/th Septr. 1853, pursuant to notice & adjournment on behalf of Betsey Wright in 
her suit v. Tim Fletcher & others 


By same. What were her [Betsy Wright's] means for maintaining herself before 
& during the period she was confined by the burn? 


Answer: | do not know. Her son gave her some assistance, he purchased some 
articles from me for her. 


By same. To what amount did he purchase of you. Were the articles bought, 


paid for with his means, or those furnished by her? And did you see him deliver 
the articles bought of you to her? 
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Answer, | do not know whose money he used. | do not recollect the amt. he 
purchased, he got flour sugar & some other articles & started with them toward 
Betsey Wrights | do not know whether he carried them to her. he was not a man 
of family. 


By same. You spoke of having gone to PIffs House several times while she was 
confined with the burn. Was her house decently furnished & she comfortably 
provided for? — 

Answer: | did not think that the house was furnished at all. She laid upon a 
parcel of rags & | could not see how she could keep from freezing. | thought she 
lacked the necessaries of life. 

By same. Who waited upon her while she was confined to her bed? 

Answer: | do not know who waited on her there were several women about her. 
She has an old black woman who has been there ever since & belongs to her | 
suppose. 


By same. Before her burn & after her recovery from that affliction. Did she 
dress & live well or otherwise? 


Ans. Before she recovered from her burn | moved to the country. Before that 
event she dressed tolerably well. 


By same. Was not her character all the time you knew her that of a debased, 
disorderly & extravagant person? 


Ans. | do not know. | have seen her drinking some, | never knew her to be 
taken up by an officer. 


By same. Did you know her son Wm Wright. if so what was his character. Was 
he not an idle drinking & prodigal man? 


Answer: | knew Wm. Wright. | never knew him to labor much. he used to make 
his living by playing the violin. 


And further saith not. 
S. H. Pleasants 
Also depo of W. V. Millspaugh taken at same time & place 


1. Question by Plffs. Counsel. State how long you have known Betsey 
Wright where you resided in the years 1842-3- 4- &5. What were her habits 
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during the years immediately after she was burned. Did she leave her house a 
lot, or ever go upon the street? 


Answer: | have known Betsey Wright for about Eleven years. | came to 
Lynchburg about Xmess 1841- | resided in in sight of her house just across the 
street from it for three years. from that time | never saw her out while | lived 
there- that is off her lot. 


2. Question by same. What was your occupation during this time? Had she 
gone off her lot, would you not probably have seen her or otherwise know the 
fact? 


Answer: | kept a grocery. She might have gone out without my knowing it; but | 
would have been very apt to have known it. 


3. By the same. Did you know Wm. Wright, the son of Betsey? When & 
where did he die? 


Ans. | knew him. He died in my house. | think 8 or 9 years ago last March. | 
think it was 9 years ago. He was in my employment at the time. 


4. By the same. Does it come within your knowledge that Betsey Wright was 
unable to visit her son during his illness? 


Answer. She did not come until he was about dying and then she was led by two 
women- each supporting her by the arm. | am not at liberty to give her reasons 
for not coming without giving her statements which are objected to by Defts. 
Counsel. 


oD. By the same. State what was her pecuniary condition during the time you 
refer to '42,'43 &'44. Was she comfortably fixed or otherwise? 


Answer: Her circumstances were bad. She was frequently without wood & must 
have suffered from cold. She was badly off for the other necessaries of life. 


And further saith not 

W. V. Millspaugh 
The foregoing depos. of Pleasant, Millsoaugh & Dorsey were taken & sworn to 
before me this 27th Septr. 1853 


Tho. J. Kirkpatrick Comr." 
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On June 25, 1858, in File 1886 the commissioner filed his report setting forth the 
amounts due: 


"Wright ) 
VS. ) Commissioners Report. 
Wright ) 


The court has ordered 

1. An account of the admr on the Est. of Sylvia Wright by Alan L. Wyllie 
2. An a/c of his transactions as Committee of Emeline Turner 

3. An a/c of any further fund beside that formerly distributed. 

4. State any pertinent matters - 


Your commissioner has not been furnished with the materials for taking the 
above accounts fully. But he can state that on 21 June 1853 Col Allen L. Wyllie 
Committee for Emeline Turner paid over to CL Mosley as counsel for Betsy 
Wright the sum of $450 which sum with interest to June 20th 1858 amounts to 
$585. Which according to the report in this case formerly rendered by Comr. 
Irvin must be divided equally among Betsy Wright William Wright James Wright 
& Maria Wright - William Wright is dead & H. Dunnington is his administrator & 
Betsy Wright is his heir. Hence she takes 1/2 of this sum & James Wright & 
Maria Wright 1/4 each as follows as of 25th June 1858. $585.00 to be 


distributed 
To — Betsy Wright 121.25 
H. Dunnington admr of Wm Wright 121.25 
7 James Wright 121.25 
" Maria Wright 121.25 
$585.00 
Comr fee of 2.00 


Ch to Jno. C. Noel 
Respectfully submitted 
Chas M Blackford 
Cmr _ C" 
On June 25, 1858, in File 1886 the commissioner filed his report setting forth the 
amounts due: 
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"Wright ) 
VS. ) Commissioners Report. 
Wright ) 


The court has ordered 

1. An account of the admr on the Est. of Sylvia Wright by Alan L. Wyllie 
2. An a/c of his transactions as Committee of Emeline Turner 

3. An a/c of any further fund beside that formerly distributed. 

4. State any pertinent matters - 


Your commissioner has not been furnished with the materials for taking the 
above accounts fully. But he can state that on 21 June 1853 Col Allen L. Wyllie 
Committee for Emeline Turner paid over to CL Mosley as counsel for Betsy 
Wright the sum of $450 which sum with interest to June 20th 1858 amounts to 
$585. Which according to the report in this case formerly rendered by Comr. 
Irvin must be divided equally among Betsy Wright William Wright James Wright 
& Maria Wright - William Wright is dead & H. Dunnington is his administrator & 
Betsy Wright is his heir. Hence she takes 1/2 of this sum & James Wright & 
Maria Wright 1/4 each as follows as of 25th June 1858. $585.00 to be 


distributed 

To Betsy Wright 121.25 
H. Dunnington admr of Wm Wright 121.25 

7 James Wright 121.25 

" Maria Wright 121.25 

$585.00 
Comr fee of 2.00 Respectfully submitted 
Ch to Jno. C. Noel Chas M Blackford 


Cmr i Cc" 


And on June 28, 1858, in File 1886 the court adopted the commissioner's report 
and ordered the payments made: 
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"At a Circuit Court for the Corporation of Lynchburg continued and held on 
Monday June 28th 1858 


Betsey Wright and William Wright Piffs 
against 
Allen L. Wyllie admr of Sylvia Wright Defts 


This Cause came on this day to be further heard on the papers formerly read 
and the report of Charles M. Blackford made in pursuance of the order made at 
the November Term 1852, and the exhibits accompanying the same and was 
argued by counsel, on consideration whereof the Court doth at present adjudge, 
order and decree that the Defendant Allen L. Wyllie do out of his own goods and 
chattels pay to the Defendant Jno C. Noell admr of James Wright decd the sum 
of $121.25 with legal interest on $87.50 a part thereof from this day until paid 
and that he do in like manner pay to the Defendant Jno. C. Noell admr of Maria 
Wright decd the sum of $121.25 with like interest on $87.50 a part thereof from 
this day until paid and as to all other matters this Cause is continued 


A Copy Teste 
J. M. Dunnington Ck" 


3. Mary Wright 
| Mary Wright was a daughter of 1805 Thomas Wright of Campbell 
County and Sylvia (___) (___) Wright. (1779 John’, 1805 Thomas?) 

As will be set forth below, Mary Wright was identified as a daughter of 1805 
Thomas Wright and his slave Sylvia from a number of documents, including answers to 
complaints and depositions. 

On April 14, 1800, at Campbell County, Virginia, Deed 5/85 Thomas Wright 
executed an emancipation of his slave Mary Wright: 


"| Thos Wright of Campbell County from meture deliberate consideration being 
fully persuad that freedom is the Natural right of all mankind do therefore declare 
that having under my care three Malatto garles namely Betsy sixteen years of 
age Mary fourteen Eliza seven years of age also a negro garl named Riah three 
years of age | do hereby for myself my heirs Exors or admrs or any person 
claiming for by or under me relinquish all my write title or Claim thereto Estate 
they may acquire after they shall attain to the age of Eighteen years. In witness 
whereof | have hereto set my hand and seal this 14th day of April one thousand 
and eight hundred 


Thos Wright 
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At A Court Held for Campbell County April 14th 1800 


This Deed of Manumission was acknowledged by Thomas Wright party thereto 
and Ordered to be Recorded. 


Teste Ro. Alexander C.C.C." 


This record indicates that Mary Wright was born about 1786. 

In the answer of James Wright in File 1886, Superior Court of Law and 
Chancery, Lynchburg, Virginia, he stated that Mary Wright was a daughter of 1805 
Thomas Wright of Campbell County and Sylvia (____) (___) Wright: 


".... and he submits the following as a true history of the family. Inthe year___ 
Thomas Wright (now decd) purchased the said Sylvia of ___ Cabell, the said 
sylvia being then a slave, & had two children, to wit - Prudence and Anna. 
Shortly after the said Sylvia became the property of the said Thomas Wright this 
defendant was born. Afterwards the said Sylvia had four children by the said 
Thomas Wright, to wit: Robin, the plaintiff Betsey, Mary, & Eliza....andas 
Mary Wright died without issue... ." 


The answer of Maria Wright in that case had similar statements: 


",... She has heard & believes that her mother Anna Wright was one of the 
seven children of the said Sylvia, three of whom to wit, Prudence, James, & the 
said Anna were negros, & four of whom (the youngest) to wit - Robin, Betsey 
(one of the plaintiffs), Mary, & Eliza were mulattoes who were recognized by 
Thomas Wright as his children... . The whole of the other children of the said 
Sylvia together with their mother (the said Sylvia) were emancipated by the said 
Thomas Wright in his lifetime as she has heard & believes. She knows that 
Mary Wright died without issue... ." 


Similarly, the deposition of James Turner in that case had like statements: 
",... Question by same How many children had Sylvia Wright and what was the 


name of each child and their colour 


Answer Sylvia Wright had only four children as far as | know one son named 
Robin and three daughters Eliza Mary & Betsy all of whom were bright mulattoes 


On April 13 and 14, 1841, James Wright gave his deposition in February 1886 
that Mary Wright was a child of 1805 Thomas Wright and his slave Sylvia and that she 


was then deceased and had had one child who was then deceased: 
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"Who was the husband of Sylvia Wright 
Answer. Thomas Wright 


Question by same. Where did Thomas Wright live? and was he a white man or 
a negro 


Answer. He lived in Campbell County on Beaver Creek above Ross' Iron Works, 
and was a white man. 


Question by same. Was Sylvia a white woman or a negro 
Answer. She was a negro 


Question by same. How many children did she have before she married 
Thomas Wright, and what were their names | 


Answer. She had three. Prudence, Anna the mother of Maria, and myself 


Question by same. How many children did she have by Thomas Wright and what 
were their names 


Answer. She had four. Robin, Betsey, Eliza and Mary 
Question by same. What has become of Robin 
Answer. He is dead. 

Question by same. Where is Eliza 

Answer. She is dead 

Question by same. Did Eliza leave any children 
Answer. She left one named Emeline Turner. 
Question by same. Where is Mary. 

Answer. She is dead. 

Question by same. Did she leave any children 


Answer. She left one child, but it is dead... ." 
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The report of the commissioner on October 7, 1845, in File 1886 came to the 
same conclusion: 


",... that Sylvia Wright had seven children, to wit: Prudence, James, Anna, 
Robin, Betsy, Mary and Eliza, the three first of whom were of a black 
complection; the four last mentioned were of a light complection, born whilst she 
and her master Thomas Wright, cohabitated as man & wife, and recognized by 
him as his children. 


Your commissioner further reports that Thomas Wright emancipated all the 
children of Sylvia except Prudence, who had been sold some time before his 
death. 


He further reports that Sylvia Wright died in the year 18_ leaving as her righttfull 
heirs and distributees the following children & grandchildren; to wit; two children, 
James and Betsy; three grandchildren, to wit: Maria Wright the only decendant of 
Ann Wright, Thomas Wright the only decendant of Robin Wright, and Emeline 
Turner, the only decendant of Eliza Wright; that Mary Wright had died without 
issue before her mother; that Prudence, if living, was a slave at the time her 
mother died 


The following is a table of the decendants of Sylvia Wright 


Sylvie Wright 
Prudence (a slave if living) 
James 
Ann (Dead) 
Maria 
Eliza (Dead) 
Emmeline Turner 
Letitia (Dead) 
William (Brother of Latitia) 
Robin (Dead) 
Thomas 
Mary (Dead at time of mother's death without issue)" 


4. Eliza (Wright) Turner, Her Husband James Turner, And Her 


Descendants 
Eliza (Wright) Turner was a daughter of 1805 Thomas Wright of 
Campbell County and Sylvia (___) (___) Wright. (1779 John’, 1805 Thomas?) 
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On April 14, 1800, at Campbell County, Virginia, Deed 5/85 Thomas Wright 
executed an emancipation of his slave Mary Wright: 


"| Thos Wright of Campbell County from meture deliberate consideration being 
fully persuad that freedom is the Natural right of all mankind do therefore declare 
that having under my care three Malatto garles namely Betsy sixteen years of 
age Mary fourteen Eliza seven years of age also a negro garl named Riah three 
years of age | do hereby for myself my heirs Exors or admrs or any person 
claiming for by or under me relinquish all my write title or Claim thereto Estate 
they may acquire after they shall attain to the age of Eighteen years. In witness 
whereof | have hereto set my hand and seal this 14th day of April one thousand 
and eight hundred 


Thos Wright 
At A Court Held for Campbell County April 14th 1800 


This Deed of Manumission was acknowledged by Thomas Wright party thereto 
and Ordered to be Recorded. 


Teste Ro. Alexander C.G.C." 


The marriage record of Eliza Wright and James Turner was dated on May 31, 
1809, at Campbell County, Virginia: 
"Mr. Robert Alexander CCC 


Please Grant Licence of Marriage between my Daughter Eliza Wright and James 
Turner and Oblige 


31st May 1809 Yr. Obe Sert 

Teste her 

Polly Wright Silvey X Wright 
Rob Wright mark 


Know all men by these presents that we James Turner & Robert Wright are held 
and firmly bound to John Tyler Governor of The state of Virginia in the Sum of 
One hundred and fifty Dollars to which payment well and truly to be made to the 
said Governor or his successors we bind Ourselves our heirs Executors & Admrs 
jointly and Severally firmly by these presents Sealed & dated this 31st Day of 
May 1809 
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The Condition of the above obligation is such that whereas there is a marriage 
shortly intended to be had and solemnized between James Turner & Eliza 
Wright daughter of Sylvia of Campbell County 


lf therefore there be no legal cause to obstruct the same then this obligation to 


be Void 
Witness his 
John Alexander D.C - James X — Turner 
mark 
Robert Wright" 


On June 26, 1840, James Wright gave his deposition in File 1886, Superior 
Court of Law and Chancery, Lynchburg, Virginia, in support of his answer that Sylvia 
Wright had a daughNter, Eliza, that Eliza was then dead, and that Eliza left a child 
Emeline Turner: 


"The Deposition of James Wright a free negroe of lawful age taken at the office 

_of John A Wharton in the town of Liberty Bedford County, on Friday the 26 day 
of June 1840 to be read as evidence in a suit depending in the County Court of 
Campbell County, in which Betsey Wright William Wright are plaintiffs, and Allen 
Wylie admr. of Sylvy Wright dec. & committee of Emeline Turner, Maria Wright, 
James Wright, & Timothy Fletcher are defts. This deponent being first duly 
charged according to the act of assembly in that case provided & sworn, 
deponent saith 


Ques. by the same. Who was the husband of Silvy Wright: 


Ans. Thomas Wright 


Ques. by same. Where did Thomas Wright live: & was he a white man ora 
negroe: 


Ans. He lived in Campbell County, on Beaver Creek, above Ross' Iron Works. 
he was a white man. 


Ques. by same. Was Sylvy Wright a white woman, or a negro: 


Ans. She was a negro. 


Ques. by same. How many children did she have by Thomas Wright & what 
were their names. 
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Ans. Four. Robin, Betsey, Eliza, and Mary. 


Ques. by same. Where is Eliza: 
Ans. She is dead. 
Ques. by same. Did Eliza leave any children: 
Ans. She left one named Emeline Turner, | believe 
his 


James + Wright 
mark 


James Wright substantially repeated that information in a second deposition on 
April 13-14, 1841: 


"The deposition of James Wright a free negroe of lawful age taken pursuant to 
notice and a commission dated the 11th day of March 1841.... 


Question by same 
Who was the husband of Sylvia Wright 
Answer. Thomas Wright 


Question by same. Where did Thomas Wright live? and was he a white man or 
a negro 


Answer. He lived in Campbell County on Beaver Creek above Ross’ Iron Works, 
and was a white man. | 


Question by same. Was Sylvia a white woman or a negro 

Answer. She was a negro 

Question by same. How many children did she have by Thomas Wright and what 
were their names 


Answer. She had four. Robin, Betsey, Eliza and Mary 
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Question by same. Where is Eliza 

Answer. She is dead 

Question by same. Did Eliza leave any children 

Answer. She left one named Emeline Turner. 
his 


James + Wright 
mark 


On October 7, 1845, the commissioner rendered his report and found for the 
petitioners and that Eliza Wright was a 
daughter of Sylvia Wright, was then deceased, and that Emeline Turner was the only 
child of Eliza Wright: 


"Wright ) 
VS. ) Com. Report 
Wright's Adm: ) 


As to who are the rightfull heirs of Sylvia Wright, and entitled to her estate; the 
only difficulty grows out of the question whether Sylvia was the mother of four 
children only; as contended by the Plaintiffs; or whether she was the mother of 
seven children; as is contended by the Petitioning Claimants. Your 
commissioner thinks that the evidence clearly establishes the claim of the 
Petitioners, and proves that Sylvia Wright had seven children, to wit: Prudence, 
James, Anna, Robin, Betsy, Mary and Eliza, the three first of whom were of a 
black complection; the four last mentioned were of a light complection, born 
whilst she and her master Thomas Wright, cohabitated as man & wife, and 
recognized by him as his children. 


Your commissioner further reports that Thomas Wright emancipated all the 
children of Sylvia except Prudence, who had been sold some time before his 
death. 


He further reports that Sylvia Wright died in the year 18_ leaving as her rightfull 
heirs and distributees the following children & grandchildren; to wit; two children, 
James and Betsy; three grandchildren, to wit: Maria Wright the only decendant of 
Ann Wright, Thomas Wright the only decendant of Robin Wright, and Emeline 
Turner, the only decendant of Eliza Wright; that Mary Wright had died without 
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issue before her mother; that Prudence, if living, was a slave at the time her 
mother died. 


The following is a table of the decendants of Sylvia Wright 


Sylvie Wright 
Prudence (a slave if living) 
James 
Ann (Dead) 
Maria 
Eliza (Dead) 
Emmeline Turner 
Betsey (Mother of Latitia) 
Letitia (Dead) 
William (Brother of Latitia) 
Robin (Dead) 
Thomas 
Mary (Dead at time of mother's death without issue) 


On February 2, 1853, Betsey Wright filed her petition for an accounting for the 
estates of James Wright, Mariah Wright, and Emeline Turner and for payment of the 
estates to her as their heir at law and as the sole survivor of Sylvia Wright's family: 


",...-In this state of things, an order of account was made, & the Comr. of the 
Court directed to report who are the rightful heirs of Sylvia Wright &c - His report 
was made & returned the 7th of October 1845, in which he reports the following 
persons, as the rightful heirs of Sylvia Wright - To wit: James Wright - Your 
oratrix Betsey Wright - William Wright - Maria Wright - and Emeline Turner - 
each being entitled to one fifth of said estate. ... 


Your oratrix charges, that. ... She is also entitled to the estate of Emeline 
Turner, in the hands of Allen L. Wyllie her committee, now amounting to $__- 
being also her heir and next of kin-.... 


In order to show that your oratrix is now entitled to the estates, of James & Maria 
Wright & Emeline Turner deceased as above claimed - and indeed to whatever 
of estate may remain of Sylvia Wright - or at any time since her death, may have 
been claimable by any child or descendant of hers - your oratrix states and 
charges as follows - 


Sylvia Wright, your oratrix' mother [who was at one time a slave - but afterwards 


emancipated by your oratrix Father -who was also the father of some but not all 
of her children - she had some before he knew her] was the mother according to 
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the proofs and decision in this case of seven children -To wit: ....-4 Eliza 

Wright, who died many years ago, leaving Emeline Turner, her only heir - This 

Emeline was a person of unsound mind - who died some years ago, without child 

or children - [A. L. Wyllie is her committee & has her estate] -... ." 

On February 11, 1853, Allen L. Wyllie gave his deposition and stated that 
Emeline Turner died on December 23, 1846, and that Thomas P. Wright had died 


several years before: 


5th Question by Same: 

When did Emmeline Turner die? 
Answer: 

| think she died on the 23d Decr. 1846." 


From the evidence set forth above, the only child of Eliza (Wright) Turner and 
James Turner was the following: 

1) Emmeline Turner, born at Campbell County, Virginia. 

a. Emmeline Turner 
Emmeline Turner was the daughter of Eliza (Wright) Turner 

and James Turner. (1779 John’, 1805 Thomas?, Eliza’) 

On June 26, 1840, James Wright gave his deposition in File 1886, Superior 
Court of Law and Chancery, Lynchburg, Virginia, in support of his answer that Sylvia 
Wright had a daughter, Eliza, that Eliza was then dead, and that Eliza left a child 
Emeline Turner: 


"The Deposition of James Wright a free negroe of lawful age taken at the office 
of John A Wharton in the town of Liberty Bedford County, on Friday the 26 day 
of June 1840 to be read as evidence in a suit depending in the County Court of 
Campbell County, in which Betsey Wright William Wright are plaintiffs, and Allen 
Wylie admr. of Sylvy Wright dec. & committee of Emeline Turner, Maria Wright, 
James Wright, & Timothy Fletcher are defts. This deponent being first duly 
charged according to the act of assembly in that case provided & sworn, 
deponent saith 


Ques. by the same. Who was the husband of Silvy Wright: 
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Ans. Thomas Wright 


Ques. by same. Where did Thomas Wright live: & was he a white man ora 
negroe: 


Ans. He lived in Campbell County, on Beaver Creek, above Ross’ Iron Works. 
he was a white man. 


Ques. by same. Was Sylvy Wright a white woman, or a negro: 

Ans. She was a negro. 

Ques. by same. How many children did she have by Thomas Wright & what 
were their names. 


Ans. Four. Robin, Betsey, Eliza, and Mary. 


Ques. by same. Where is Eliza: 

Ans. She is dead. 

Ques. by same. Did Eliza leave any children: 

Ans. She left one named Emeline Turner, | believe 
his 


James + Wright 
mark 


On October 7, 1845, in File 1886 the commissioner rendered his report and 
found for the petitioners and that Eliza Wright was a daughter of Sylvia Wright, was 


then deceased, and that Emeline Turner was the only child of Eliza Wright: 


"Wright ) 
VS. ) Com. Report 


Wright's Adm: ) 


As to who are the rightfull heirs of Sylvia Wright, and entitled to her estate; the 
only difficulty grows out of the question whether Sylvia was the mother of four 
children only; as contended by the Plaintiffs; or whether she was the mother of 
seven children; as is contended by the Petitioning Claimants. Your 
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commissioner thinks that the evidence clearly establishes the claim of the 
Petitioners, and proves that Sylvia Wright had seven children, to wit: Prudence, 
James, Anna, Robin, Betsy, Mary and Eliza, the three first of whom were of a 
black complection; the four last mentioned were of a light complection, born 
whilst she and her master Thomas Wright, cohabitated as man & wife, and 
recognized by him as his children. | 


Your commissioner further reports that Thomas Wright emancipated all the 
children of Sylvia except Prudence, who had been sold some time before his 
death. 


He further reports that Sylvia Wright died in the year 18_ leaving as her rightfull 
heirs and distributees the following children & grandchildren; to wit; two children, 
James and Betsy; three grandchildren, to wit: Maria Wright the only decendant of 
Ann Wright, Thomas Wright the only decendant of Robin Wright, and Emeline 
Turner, the only decendant of Eliza Wright; that Mary Wright had died without 
issue before her mother; that Prudence, if living, was a slave at the time her 
mother died. 


The following is a table of the decendants of Sylvia Wright 


Sylvie Wright 
Prudence (a slave if living) 
James 
Ann (Dead) 
_ Maria 
Eliza (Dead) 
Emmeline Turner 
Betsey (Mother of Latitia) 
Letitia (Dead) 
William (Brother of Latitia) 
Robin (Dead) 
Thomas | 
Mary (Dead at time of mother's death without issue) 


On February 2, 1853, in File 1886 Betsey Wright filed her petition for an 
accounting for the estates of James Wright, Mariah Wright, and Emeline Turner and for 
payment of the estates to her as their heir at law and as the sole survivor of Sylvia 
Wright's family: 


....-In this state of things, an order of account was made, & the Conrr. of the 
Court directed to report who are the rightful heirs of Sylvia Wright &c - His report 
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was made & returned the /th of October 1845, in which he reports the following 
persons, as the rightful heirs of Sylvia Wright - To wit: James Wright - Your 
oratrix Betsey Wright - William Wright - Maria Wright - and Emeline Turner - 
each being entitled to one fifth of said estate. ... 


Your oratrix charges, that... . She is also entitled to the estate of Emeline 
Turner, in the hands of Allen L. Wyllie her committee, now amounting to$__- 
being also her heir and next of kin-.... 


In order to show that your oratrix is now entitled to the estates, of James & Maria 
Wright & Emeline Turner deceased as above claimed - and indeed to whatever 
of estate may remain of Sylvia Wright - or at any time since her death, may have 
been claimable by any child or descendant of hers -your oratrix states and 
charges as follows - 


Sylvia Wright, your oratrix' mother [who was at one time a slave - but afterwards 
emancipated by your oratrix Father -who was also the father of some but not all 
of her children - she had some before he knew her] was the mother according to 
the proofs and decision in this case of seven children -To wit: ....- 4 Eliza 
Wright, who died many years ago, leaving Emeline Turner, her only heir - This 
Emeline was a person of unsound mind - who died some years ago, without child 
or children - [A. L. Wyllie is her committee & has her estate] -... ." 
On February 11, 1853, Allen L. Wyllie gave his deposition and stated that 
Emeline Turner died on December 23, 1846, and that Thomas P. Wright had died 


several years before: 


5th Question by Same: 
When did Emmeline Turner die? 
Answer: 


| think she died on the 23d Decr. 1846." _ 


B. David Wright, Sr., His Wives ( ) Wright And Nancy (Johns) 
(Turner) Wright, And His Descendants 
David Wright, Sr., was a son of 1779 John Wright of Prince Edward 


County and Anne (Pryor) Wright. (1779 John’) 
The 1748 Tithe List for Goochland County, Virginia, listed David Wright in the 
John Wright household on June 10: 
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"List Tithables Taken June 10th 1748 p John Payne 


Jno Wright Shoemaker Tithes __) 
Thos Wright, David Wright, Jude ) 4 


The initial appearance of David Wright in this list and his absence from the listing for 
this John Wright household in 1746 indicates a date of birth before June 11, 1732, and 
probably between June 10, 1730, and June 11, 1732. 

On March 21, 1763, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 3/330 
Martin King was appointed surveyor in the place of David Wright; 


"Martin King appd Survr.of the Road in the room of David Wright" 


This record indicates that David Wright may have been resident in Bedford County, 
Virginia, by 1763. 

On March 28, 1766, at Bedford County, Virginia, S.B. 1/82 David Wright 
obtained a survey for 348 acres of land: 

"March 28, 1766. 


Surveyed for David Wright 348 Acres of Land Situate in Bedford County on 
south Branches of Tuckahoe Creek, and Bounded as followeth, Viz. Beginning 
at Nicholas Davies's Corner White Oak on Fry and Company's Line, at A thence 
from A to B, along the Company's Line, S 34 W, 240 Po', to their Corr Red Oak 
B to C, off. S 14 E, 48 Poles to a small Red Oak on Fry and Company's Line: 
thence along their Lines, C to D, S 70 E, 100 Poles to their Corner Chesnut Oak 
D to E, S 42 E, 120 Poles to their Corner Poplar, on a Branch. E to F, up the 
Branch, S 43 E 18 Poles to a Poplar. F, to G, off N 33 E, 132 Poles to Pointers 
on a Spur of Nobussiness Mountain. [Line, thence along his Lines C1 to H, N 
158 Poles to a white Oak on Davies's] H to |, N 80 W, 160 Poles to his Corner 
Red Oak | to A, N 14 W, 86 Poles to the first Station. 


By Richard Stith Sur.r" 


A copy of that survey appears as follows: 
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On March 18, 1766, at Bedford County, Virginia, S.B. 2/80 the survey from S.B. 
1/82 was recorded as follows: 
"Mach 28th 1768. 


Surveyed for David Wright 348 Acres of Land situate in Bedford County on 

south Branchs of Tuckahoe Creek and Bounded as followeth. Viz. Beginning at 
Nicholas Davis,s & Co. White Oak on Fry & Co.s Line S. 34 W, 240 poles to their 
Cor Red Oak off S 14 E, 48 poles to a small Red Oak on Fry & Co.s Line. 
Thence along their Lines S. 70 E. 100 poles to their Co. Chesnut Oak. S 42 E. 
120 poles to their Corner poplar on a Br up the Branch S. 43 E, 18 poles to a 
poplar off N 33 E. 132 poles to pointers on a spur of Nobusiness's Mountain. 
Thence along his Lines N 158 poles to a white Oak on Davises Line - N 80 W, — 
160 poles to his Co. Red Oak - N 14 W. 86 poles to the first Station. 


By Richd. Stith Surv.r" 
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In July 1767 at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 3/370 David 
Wright was appointed to view the way for a road: 

"David Wright, Jno Dawson & Wm Milam is apd to View a way Petd(?) for from 

Davis's Ferry into the Road by Grundy's & Make report" 

In March 1769 at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 3/497 
David Wright was appointed to view the way for a road: 

"Mich! Carn, Thos. Doolin & David Wright are appd to Veiw a way Petd. for by 

Jno Lynch & others & Make rept." 

On September 26, 1/769, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Loose 
Papers William Wright executed his promissory note for £4, 9 & 1/2 p payable to 
Nanney Turner: 


"Know all Men by these presents that | William Wright of Bedford County do 


promise to pay to Nanney Turner of sd County or to her Assigns the sum of Four 
pounds Nine pence half penny Current Money of Virginia on or before the first of 
June next Ensug. for Value Received of her to which payment Well & Truly to be 


| Bind my self my heirs Exors & Adminr in the penal sum of Eight pounds One 
shillings seven pence of Like Money in Witness We have hereunto set my hand 
& Seals this 26 Day of September 1769 


Signed Sealed & Delivered ) William Wright - 
in the present of ) Justis Beech 
William Watson )" 
As will be set forth below, David Wright shortly thereafter married Nancy ( ) Turner. 
The identity of the William Wright of this note remains uncertain. 
On May 17, 1770, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Loose Papers 
Nanney Turner and William Trigg executed their promissory note for 60£ payable to 
Nathaniel Nance: 


"We Naney Turner and William Trigg of the County of Beford do promas to pay 
to Nathanel nance the sum of sixty pound Current Money on or before the the 
Twenty fifth of December one thousand seven hundred and seventy one for 
valley recieved of him To which paymement well and Truly To be made we bind 
our selves our aiers Exicutors and administators in the penal sum of one 
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hundred and Twenty pund In Witness Whereof We have here unto set our hand 
& Seals this seventeen day of may seventeen hundred and seventy 


Seald and Delivered ) Nanney Turner 
in Pesences of ) William Trigg 
William Trigg 

Thomas Vance 

Alexr Gibbs" 


On July 24, 1770, at Bedford County, Virginia, D.B. 3/482 David Wright 
purchased 1000 acres of land on Elk Creek from Peter Davie of Albemarle County and 
Robert Cowan of Bedford County: 


"This Indenture made the Twenty fourth Day of July in the year of our Lord one 
thousand seven hundred and seventy Between Peter Davie of Albermarl County 
and Robert Cowan of Bedford County on the one part and David Wright on the 
other part Witnesseth that the said Peter Davie and Robert Cowan for and in 
Consideration of the sum of Two hundred and fifty pounds Current money to the 
said Peter Davie and Robert Cowan in hand paid by the said David Wright. The 
Receipt of which they do hereby acknowledge hath granted Bargaind & sold 
aliend and Confirmd unto the said David Wright and his heirs for ever one 
Certain track or parcel of Land Containing one thousand acres be in more or less 
Lying and being in the County of Bedford on both sides of Elk Creek Begining at 
a Corner Maple Thence Runing the Course of the patent with Bryants Line then 
Continuing the Course of the patent to Earlys Line then Continuing the Course of 
the patent to Tates Line then along Tates Line to Hall line then along Hall line to 
the first station it Being the track of Land that the said Peter Davie and Robert 
Cowan Bought of Richard Callaway and part of the patent for four thousand one 
hundred acres of land granted by patent to said Callaway the second Day of July 
Anno Domini one thousand seven hundred and fifty four it Being the Remains of 
the said patent Land before unsold To have and to hold the same Track of Land 
with all houses Orchards and Every appurtinances thereunto Belonging unto the 
said David Wright or his heirs or Administrators and assigns forever and the said 
Peter Davie and Robert Cowan their heirs administrators and assigns Doth 
Covenant and agree to and with the said David Wright their heirs Executors 
administrators and assigns the above sold Land and premises to warrant and 
Defend against the Claim or Claim of any person or persons whatsoever in 
Witness we have hereunto set our hands and seals the Day and year above 
mentioned 


Peter Davie 
Robert Cowan 
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At a Court held for Bedford County August 28(?) 1770 This Indenture were 
acknowledged by Peter Davie & Robert Cowan and Ordered to be Recorded 


Teste Ben Howard CBC" 


On July 29, 1770, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Loose Papers a 
summons was issued against William Wright and Justice Beach to answer a complaint 
of Nancy Turner, as executrix of the will of Richard Turner, for payment of a debt of £8, 
11S, and 7p: 


"George the third by the grace of God of great Britain France and Ireland King 
Defender of the Faith &c To the Sherif of Bedford County Greeting we Command 
you that you take William Wright & Justice Beach if they be found within your 
Bailiwick and them safely Keep so that you have their Bodys before the Justices 
of our said County Court at the Courthouse of our said County on the fourth 
Tueseday in Next Month to Answer Nancy Turner Executrix of Richd Turner 
Decd of a plea of Debt for £8.11.7 Dam £2.10.0 


And have then there this Writ Witness Benjamin Howard Clerk of the said 
County Court the 29th day of July in the Xth year of our Reign 


Ben Howard" 


The marriage record of David Wright, widower, and Nancy Turner, widow, with 
Robert Ewings as surety was dated November 8, 1770, at Bedford County, Virginia: 


"Know all men by these presents that We David Wright & Robert Ewings are 
held & firmly bound unto our Sovereign Lord George the third by the grace of 
God of Great Britain France & Ireland King Defender of the faith &c in the sum of 
£50 Curr. Money of Virginia to which payment well & truly to be made to our said 
Lord the King his Heirs & Successors we bind ourselves our & each of our Heirs 
Executors & Admrs Jointly & Severally firmly by these presents sealed with our 
seals & Dated this 8th day of November 1770 


Whereas there is a Marriage Suddenly intended to be had & Solemnized 
between the above bound David Wright Widower & Nanny Turner Widow Now if 
there is no Lawfull Cause to Obstruct the said Marriage then the above 
Obligation to be Void else to remain in force 


Witness David Wright 
Isham Talbot Robt D Ewing" 
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On January 23, 1/771, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 
3/702 David Wright was allowed payment for nine days attendance at court in the case 
of Stritch v. Evans: 

"David Wright alld. 9 Days Att for the Pit [Stritch vs Evans]" 


On February 27, 1771, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Loose Papers 
a receipt for £5, 15S was filed in the case of Nance v. Wright: 
"Feby 27 1771 


Rd. of David Right five pounds fifteen shillings in part of the Within Bond 


Nance ) 
VS ) Bill 
Wright y" 


On February 28, 1771, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Loose Papers 
a summons was issued against David Wright, Nanny Wright, and William Trigg to 
answer a complaint of Nathaniel Nance for payment of a debt of £80: 


"George the third by the grace of God of great Britain france and Ireland King 
defender of the faith &c to the sheriff of Bedford County Greeting we Command 
you that you take David Wright, nanny Wright & Wm Trigg if they be found within 
your Bailiwick and them safely keep so that you have Thir Bodys before the 
Justices of our said Court at the Court House on the fourth Tuesday in next 
Month to Answer Nathaniel Nance of a plea of debt of £80. damage £10 


And have then their this Writ Witness Ben Howard Clerk of our said Court the 
28th day of February in the Xlth year of our reign 


Ben Howard 
Executed on Nanny Wright Copy left - David Wright & not time to Execute Trigg 
Fran. Thorp" 


In April 1771 at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 3/735 David 
Wright was allowed payment for nine days attendance at court in the case of Baine v. 
Baker: 

"David Wright alld. 9 Days Att for Baine vs Baker" 
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In April 1771 at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 3/735 David 
Wright served on a jury: 


"Turmond vs McDaniel &c a Jury to wit, David Wright, Jno Ross Dewitt, David 
Crews Chesly Woodward, Alex: Dobbins, Thos. Stevens, John Stiff Chris tr. 
Irvine, Rob: Hughes, Lewis Haile William Williams & Sam Crockett sworn to try 
the Issue ret a Verdt. for Defd: & judgt. accdly" 


On November 2, 1771, at Bedford County, Virginia, D.B. 4/184 David Wright and 
Nanny his wife of Bedford County sold a tract of uncertain size to William Mead: 


"This Indenture made this 26 Day of Novr. in the year of our Lord one thousand 
seven Hundred and seventy one Between David Wright and Nanny his wife of 
Bedford County of the one part and William Mead of the same place of the other 
part Witnesseth that the said David Wright for and in Consideration of the sum of 
one Hundred and forty pounds to him in hand paid the receipt Whereof he Doth 
Hereby acknowledge hath granted Bargained and sold and by these presents 
doth grant Bargain and sell unto the said William Mead one Certain Track or 
parcel of Land situate lying and being in Bedford County and Bounded as 
follows, to wit, Begining at John Thompsons Line on the said Buffallo Creek & 
thence on his Lines Round to lversons(?) Line and so Round according to the 
courses in the Two before mentioned Deeds Joining Callaways Lines Round to 
the Begining Together with all the appurtenances thereunto Belonging To have 
and to Hold the said granted Land & premises with all the appurtenances to the 
same Belonging or in any wise appurtaining unto the said Wm. Mead his heirs & 
assigns forever and the said David Wright and Nanny his wife Doth by these 
presents warrant and forever Defend the said granted Land and premises with all 
the appurtenances thereunto Belonging from them the said David Wright his 
heirs and assigns forever and all other persons whatsoever In Witness whereof 
the said David Wright Hath hereunto set his hand and affixed his deal the Date 
above written 


David Wright 


Memorandum that on the day and year within written Quiet and peaceable 
possession and Livery of Seisen of the within granted Land and premises with 
the appurtinances was made Done and Acknowledged by the within named 
David Wright to the within Named Wm. Mead according to the within written 
Deed 


David Wright 
At a Court Held for Bedford County November 26th 1771 This Indenture and 


Memorandum of Livery of Seisen Hereon Indorsed was acknowledged by David 
Wright and Nancy Wife of said David parties thereto she having been first privilly 
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Examined according to Law Relinquished the Right of Dower in and to the Land 
and premises conveyed by this Indenture and all which are Ordered to be 
Recorded. 


Teste 
Ben Howard, C.B.C." 


On about February 26, 1772, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Loose 
Papers David Wright filed a complaint against Nathaniel Nance for payment of a debt of 
£75: 

"Bedford County Sc 


David Wright Assignee of William Mead Complains of Nathaniel Nance in 
Custody of a plea &c that he render unto him the Sum of Seventy five pounds 
Current money of Virginia which to him he oweth (as assignee of the sd William 
Mead) and unjustly detains for that where as the Said Defendant on the 4th Day 
of January 1771 at the parish of Russell and County afd. by his Certain written 
Obligatory Sealed with the Seal of the Said Defs and to the Court now here 
Shewn Acknowledged him Self to be held and firmly bound unto the Said PIf as 
afd. in the afd. Sum of Seventy five pounds to be paid to the Said PIf as 
Assignee, as afd. when ever after the 4th day of Jany 1772, he Should be there 
unto required (Altho often required) the afd Sum of money to the Said Plf hath 
not yet paid but the Same to them to pay hither to hath and Still doth altogether 
refuse and to damage Said PIf £__ Where fore he bring suit 


RV & GY" 


On February 26, 1772, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Loose Papers 
a summons was issued against Nathaniel Nance to answer the complaint of David 
Wright for payment of a debt of £75: 


"George the Third, by the Grace of God of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, 
King, Defender of the Faith, &c. to the Sheriff of Bedford County, greeting: We 
command you that you take Nathaniel Nance if he be found within your Bailiwick, 
and him safely keep, so that you have his Body before the Justices of our said 
County Court, at the Courthouse of the said County, on the 4th Thursday in next 
month to answer David Wright Assignee of William Mead of a plea of debt £150 
Damage £5 and have then there this Writ. Witness James Steptoe Clerk of our 
said Court, at the Courthouse aforesaid, the 26th Day of February in the 12th 
Year of our Reign. 


Ja: Steptoe" 
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On about June 9, 1772, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Loose Papers 
Nathaniel Nance file a complaint against Nanny (Turner) Wright, David Wright, and 
William Trigg for payment of a debt of £60: 

"Bedford County to wit. 


Nathaniel Nance complains of Nanncy Turner now Nanncy Wright, wife to David 
Wright David Wright and William Trigg in custody &c of a plea that they render 
unto him one hundred and twenty pounds which to him they owe and from him 
unjustly detain, for that whereas the said Defts the seventeenth day of May, one 
thousand seven hundred & seventy at the parish of __ and county aforesaid by 
their certain bill obligatory sealed with their seals, and to the court now here 
shewn the date whereof is the same day & year aforesaid acknowledged 
themselves, to be indebted to the sd Pitf in the sum of Sixty pounds to be paid to 
the said PIitf on or before the fifth Day of december one thousand seven hundred 
& seventy one and to the said paiment well and truly to be made, they bound 
themselves, their heirs & exts admrs in the penal sum of One hundred & Twenty 
pounds, firmly by the said bill & the PIitf in fact saith that the said Defts did not 
pay him the said sum of Sixty pounds as aforesd, which according to the form & 
effect of the sd bill they ought to have done whereby an action accrued to the sd 
Pitfs to demand & have of the sd Defts the sd One hundred & twenty pounds. 
Yet the sd Defts altho often required, the money aforesd, hath not yet paid but 
the same to pay, hitherto hath refused, & still doth refuse, to the Damage of the 
sd Plitf five pounds therefore he sues &c." 


On June 9, 1772, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Loose Papers a 
summons was issued against Nanny (Turner) Wright, David Wright, and William Trigg 
to answer the complaint of Nathaniel Nance for payment of a debt of £120: 


"George the Third, by the Grace of God, of Great-Britain, France, and Ireland, 
King, Defender of the Faith, &c. To the Sheriff of Bedford County, greeting: We 
command you that you take Nanny Turner now Nanny Wright wife of David 
Wright David Wright & William Trigg Gent if they be found within your bailiwick, 
and them safely keep, so that you have their Bodies before our Justices of our 
said County Court, at the Court-House of our said County, on the forth Monday 
in this month to answer Nathaniel Nance of a plea of Debt for One hundred and 
twenty pounds damage five pounds And have then there this Writ. Witness 
James Steptoe Clerk of our said Court, at the said Court-House, the ninth Day of 
June in the twelfth Year of our Reign. 


Jas Steptoe" 
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On about July 31, 1772, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Loose Papers 
David Wright filed a complaint against Leonard Hall for payment of a debt of £2, 10S, 


and 6p: 


"To The Worshipfull Court of Bedford County David Wright Humbly Sheweth 
That Leonard Hall Stands indebted to him in £2.10.6 by Acct. And Refuseth 
Payment wherefore your Petitioner __ Judgment against him for the Same with 





Costs & __ 
Pr . 
"1771 To yr Ass: for W Norton 7/6 7.6 
Mar 12 To 1% Barrels Corn @ 8/12 To Jo 12 1.4.0 
To 3% Bushels Corn 5/6% to 1% Barril do 12 0.17.6% 
To 1% Barrel Do 12/ To 1 Bushel Do 1/7% 13. 72 
To 1% Barrel Do 12/ To _ Barrl Do 8/ 1.0.0 
To 1 Bar: Do 8/ Do. 8/ To 3 Bushels 4/9 1.0.9 
To 1 Barrel Do. 8/ Do. 8/ To 22 Bush do 4/ 1.0.0 
To making 2 Wool hats 12/ 1 Bushel Brann 2/6 14.6 
1772 Cr. By you Order on Trust £4.4.1 6.17.11 
By Cash pd yr. Daughter ) 2.3.4 4.7.5 
for John Harris ) 4.7.5 2.10.6 — 
Test A Copy Teste 
Ja Steptoe" 


On July 31, 1772, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Loose Papers a 
summons was issued against Leonard Hall to answer the complaint of David Wright for 


payment of a debt of £2, 10S, and 6p: 


"George the third by the Graces of God of Great Brita_ France & Ireland King 
Defender of the Faith &c To Sh___dford County Greeting: We Command _ Hall 

_ to appear before the Justices of our Said Court the fourth day in next month to 
Answer Petition of David Wright Exhibited against Him And have then there __ 
Writ Witness James Steptoe Clerk of our Court XXXIst Day of July in the XI 
Year of our reign 


Ja Steptoe" 


On July 31, 1772, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Loose Papers a 


subpoena was issued to various witnesses to testify in the case of David Wright v. 


Leonard Hall: 


0099B(082105) 400. 


"George the third by the Grace of God of Great Britain France and Ireland King 
Defender of the faith &c To the Sheriff of Bedford County Greeting We 
Command you that you Summon John Harris to appear before the Justices of 
our Said County Court on the fourth Monday in next month to Testify and the 
Truth to Say in Behalf of David Wright in a Certain Matter of Controversy in Our 
Said Court before our Said Justices Depending & Undetermined Between the 
Said David PIf and Leonard Hall Deft And this we Shall in no wise Omit under the 
penalty of £100 And have then there this Writ: Witness James Steptoe Clerk 
from Said Court the XXXI Day of July in the Xllth year of our Reign 


Ja. Steptoe" 


On November 23, 1772, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 
5A/22 David Wright took the oath for Deputy Sheriff: 


"David Wright having first Taken the usual Oaths to his Majesties Person & 
Government the Abjuration Oath Repeated and Subscribed the Teste and the 
Oath of Deputy Sh: for this County" 


On January 1, 1773, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Loose Papers 
David Finley and Bernard Gaines filed their surety bond to secure the payment of any 
judgment rendered against them in connection with a suit by David Wright: 


"C40 +) 
s0sé) 


Know all Men by these presents that we David Findley and Bernard Gaines of 
Bedford County are held and firmly bound unto David Wright of sd County in the 
full sum of Eightey pounds Curt. Money of Virginia to be paid unto the sd. David 
Wright his certain Attorney his Heirs Executors Administrators or Assigns: to 
which payment well and truly to be made we bind ourselves our Heirs Executors 
and Administrators firmly by these presents sealed with our Seals and dated this 
first Day of January 1773. 


The Condition of the above obligation is is such that if the above bound David 
Findley and Bernard Gaines do and shall well and truly pay or Cause to be paid 
unto the said David Wright his certain Attorney, his Executors, Administrators or 
Assigns the just sum of Fourtey pounds like money on or before the 25th Day of 
October, next ensuing, then the above obligation to be void, or else remain in full 
force and Virtue 


Sealed and delivered ) David Findlay 


in presence of ) 
Jno. Brander Junr ) 
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Mo. The above Bond to be discharged by the payment of thirty five pounds if 
paid by the Thertyeth Day of this present January 1773" 


The marriage bond of Larkin Cleveland and Fanny Wright was dated on 
February _, 1/73, at Bedford County, Virginia, with David Wright as surety. As will be 
set forth below, Fanny Wright was the daughter of David Wright by his first marriage. If 
Fanny (Wright) Cleveland was at least 16 years old at the time of her marriage, then 
her date of birth would be probably before 1758. If David Wright was at least 18 years 
of age when his daughter Fanny Wright was born, then his date of birth would be 
probably before 1741. 

On July 15, 1773, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Loose Papers an 
execution was issued against Nathaniel Nance and his surety Francis Thorp for 
payment of a judgment of £75 recovered against him by David Wright: 


"George the third by the Grace of God of Great Britain france and Ireland King 
Defender of the Faith &c To the Sheriff of Bedford County Greeting Whereas 
David Wright late in our Court of our Said County at the Court house had 
Recovered against Nathaniel Nance One hundred and fifty pounds to be 
Discharged by the payment of Seventy five Pounds with Legal Interest thereon 
from the 4th Day of January 1772 till paid & Costs - Costs 192 lbs Nett Tobo. & 
16/3 which he Recovered agt. him as well for Debt as for his Costs by him about 
his Suit in that Behalf Expended whereof he the Said Nance is Convict as 
appears to us of Record Nevertheless Execution thereof Still Remains to be 
made And whereas at a Court held for the Said County the 24th Day of June 
MDCCLXXII Francis Thorp personally appeared and Undertook that if the Said 
Nath. Nance Should _____ in the Action aforesaid that he Should pay the 
Condemnation of the Court or Render his Body to prison in Execution for the 
Same or that he the Said Francis Thorp would do it for him as appears to us of 
Record But the Said Nathaniel Nance the Debt & Costs Aforesaid hath not paid 
nor his Body to prison Surrendered as by the Said David Wright we are informed, 
Therefore we Command you that by good and Lawfull men of your Baliwick you 
make known to the Said Francis Thorp that he be before the Justices of our Said 
County Court on the 4 Monday in this Month to Shew if any thing he can Say why 
the Said David Wrights Execution against him of the Damages aforesaid 
According to the form and Effect of the Recognisance aforesaid ought not to 
have if to him it Seem Expedient And have then there the names of those by 
whome you So make known And this Writ Witness James Steptoe Clerk of our 
Said Court at the Courthouse aforesaid the XVth Day of July in the XIII Year of 
our Reign 


Robert Alexander D.C. 
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Memo. Cr. this Judgment by Order of the ptff for £64.13.0 paid Decr. 25th 1773. 
R Alexander DC" 


Sometime after July 15, 1773, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Loose 
Papers Francis Thorp filed a complaint to enjoin the enforcement of the execution on 


various grounds, including that the defendant Nathaniel Nance was then deceased: 


"Thorp ) 
ads ) plea to Sci. facias 
Wright ) 


The De___ the foul(?) injury &c & saith the sd PItf ought to be precluded from 
his scieri facias aforesd agt the sd Deft & from obtaining a Judgt thereon 
because the pltf did not sue out his writ of capias ad satisfaciendum according to 
the form of the act of assembly in that case made & provided nor did the Sheriff 
make such return of the execution as will warrant a scieri facias, as by the sd writ 
remaining of record in the sd court will appear. This he is ready to verify by that 
record. And the sd Deft saith the Sheriff did not go to the dwelling house of the 
said Nance, in order to arrest him after the writ aforesd was delivered to him, this 
he is ready to verify, that a writ of capias ad satisfaciendum was not sued &c. 
untill after the sd Nance left this County, this the sd Dft is ready to verify, & the sd 
Dft saith that the said scieri facias was never executed on him the sd Deft 
according to law, this he is ready to verify, & the sd Dft further sayeth there was 
not fifteen days between the test & return of the sd writ and lastly the sd Dft 
further sayeth, the sd Nance departed this life since the issueg of the scieri 
facias aforesd on which there is Judgt agt this Dft. all of which this Dft is ready to 
verify & pray may be enquired of by the Country &c 


Aylett for Dft" 


On December 27, 1773, at Bedford County, Virginia, Court Order Book 5A/249 
David Wright was appointed administrator of the estate of Richard Maples: 


"On the motion of David Wright admon is Granted him on the Estate of Richard 
Maples Deceased who made Oath & gave Bond wth. Secr. acg to law" 


In March 1774 at Bedford County, Virginia, Court Order Book 5B/72 David 


Wright obtained an execution against Francis Thorp on a judgment for £75: 
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"David Wright Plif 
agt. ) Obn a Scire facias 
Francis Thorp Def ) 


This day came as well the PIf by his Attorney as the Defendant in his proper 
person and the said Defendant acknowledgeth the Defs Action and 
Relinquisheth his former plea Therefore It is Considered by the Court that the 
Plif. have Exon. agt. the said Deft for One Hundred and Fifty five Pounds and his 
Costs by Expended in sueing out and prosecuting this Writ. But This Judgment 
is to be Discharged by Seventy five pounds Current money with Legal Interest 
thereon from the fourth day of January One Thousand Seven Hundred & 
Seventy two 'til paid 192 Ib. to Nett Tobo & 16/3 & Costs. Memo The PIf 
Acknowledgeth to have Received £64-13-0 December 25th 1773, in part of this 
Judgment." 


In March 1774 at Bedford County, Virginia, Court Order Book 5B/74 the case of 


David Wright v. David Finley and Bernard Gains was set over for trial at the next court: 


"David Wright Plf =) 
agt. ) In Debt 
David Finley & Bernard Gains Def) 


This day came the Parties by their Attornies and the Defendants say the have 
paid the Debt in the Plfs: Declaration Mentioned and of this they put themselves 
upon the Country and the Pif: likewise and the Trial of the Issue is Refered 'til the 
next Court." 


In March 1774 at Bedford County, Virginia, Court Order Book 5B/205 David 


Wright was granted permission to keep an ordinary: 


"On the Motion of David Wright leave is Granted him to keep Ordinary at his own 
house in this County where George Grundy formerly lived giving Security; 
Whereupon he together with Richard Callaway his Security entered into and 
Acknowledged their Bond, Conditioned According to Law for the said Wrights 
due and faithfull keeping the said Ordinary." 


In March 1774 at Bedford County, Virginia, Court Order Book 6/34 David Wright 
gave his bond to keep an ordinary: | 


"On the motion of David Wright leave is Granted him to keep Ordinary in this 
County where George Grundy Now lives who gave Bond & Secy. Acg to Law." 
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In May 1774 at Bedford County, Virginia, Court Order Book 5B/311 with regard 
to an execution levied against David Wright and Nany Wright, as executors of the will of 
Richard Turner, the court order found in favor of the defendants: 


"On the motion of Peter Hammon for a Judgment against David Wright Deputy 
Sheriff of this County for the Ballance of an Execution Levied by the said Deputy 
Sheriff against David Wright & Nany his Wife Exors &c of Richard Turner 
Deceased - On Hearing the Arguments of Council on Both sides It is the Opinion 
of the Court that the motion be Overruled and that the PIft pay unto the Deft. his 
Costs by him in this behalf Expended." 


On May 21, 1774, at Bedford County, Virginia, D.B. 5/242 David Wright 
purchased 100 acres of land from Charles and Elizabeth McLothing: 


"This Indenture made this Twenty first day of May in the Year of our Lord One 
Thousand Seven Hundred and Seventy four Between Charles McLothing and 
Elizabeth his wife of Bedford County and David Wright of the County aforesaid 
Witnesseth that the said Charles McLothing and Elizabeth his Wife in 
Consideration of the sum of five shillings sterling to them in hand paid doth 
Bargain and sell to the said David Wright and his Heirs a parcel of Land in the 
County of Bedford on the Branches of Auter River Beginning at George Grundys 
Corner White Oak on the Peek Road Runing with the said Grundys line to 
Edward McCraws line thence along McCraw line to Hambletons Corner Black 
Oak thence along Hambletons line to the first Station containing one Hundred 
acre of Land being more or less Together with its appurtenances. To have and 
to Hold the sd. Lands with its Appurtenances to the sd. David Wright his Heirs 
and assigns. To the sole Use and behoof of him the said David Wright his Heirs 
and assigns forever and the said Charles McLothing and Elizabeth his wife for 
themselves and their Heirs doth Covenant with the sd. David Wright and his 
Heirs that they the said Charles McLothing and Elizabeth his Wife and their Heirs 
the sd. parcels of Land with their appurtenances whatever will forever warrant 
and Defend In Witness whereof the said Charles McLothing and Elizabeth his 
wife hath hereunto subscribed their names and affixed their seals 


Signed Sealed and ) his 
Delivered ) Charles C McLothing 
in the presence of ) mark 
her 
Elizabeth G McLothing 
mark 
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Memorandum, that the day and year within Mentioned Livery and Seisen of the 
within mentioned Lands was made to the within mentioned David Wright by the 
within Mentioned Charles McLothing and Elizabeth his Wife 


Signed and Delivered ) his 
in the presence of ) Charles C McLothing 
mark 
her 
Elizabeth G McLothing 
mark 


At a Court held for Bedford County May 23d 1774 


This Indenture and Memorandum of Livery of Seisen thereon Indorsed were 
acknowledged by Charles McLothing and Elizabeth his wife, The said Elizabeth 
having been first privily Examined according to Law. 


Teste Jos. Steptoe C.C." 


On May 23, 1774, at Bedford County, Virginia, D.B. 5/237 David Wright 
purchased two parcels of 400 acres and 421 acres of land from George and Elizabeth 
Grundy: 


"This Indenture made this Twenty-third day of May in the Year of our Lord one 
Thousand seven Hundred and Seventy four Between George Grundy and 
Elizabeth his wife of Bedford County and David Wright of the County aforesaid 
Witnesseth that the said George Grundy and Elizabeth his wife in Consideration 
of the sum of Four Hundred and fifty pounds to them in hand paid Doth Bargain 
and Sell to the said David Wright and his Heirs a parcel of Land in the County of 
Bedford on Both sides of a Branch of Otter River and Bounded as follows (to wit) 
Beginning at Callaways Corner white Oak in Sherwood Waltons line thence 
along Williams line north three Degrees West Two Hundred and ninety Six poles 
to Pointers thence off South Eighty Degrees West Two Hundred and Fifty two 
poles to a white oak thence by Division lines South forty five Degrees West Sixty 
poles to a White Oak South Forty five Degrees East Sixty poles to a White oak 
south five Degrees East One Hundred poles to a Red Oak South Thirty nine 
Degrees East Eighty poles to a Hickory East one Hundred and Eighty four poles 
to a White Oak in Callaways line thence along his line north Seventy Degrees 
East four poles to the first Station Containing four Hundred acres bearing date 
Bedford County the 26th June 1/64. Also a Tract of Land in the County of 
Bedford on Both sides of little Otter River adjoining to the above Tract and 
Bounded as follows viz Beginning at McLoughlins Corner poplar on the same 
thence off South Forty five Degrees West Eighty Six poles to pointers South 
Thirty Degrees East Two Hundred and forty poles to Pointers north Forty two 
Degrees East Two Hundred and Ninety two poles to pointers in his own line 


0099C(082105) 406. 


thence along his own lines North Thirty Nine Degrees west five poles to a Red 
Oak North five Degrees West One Hundred poles to a White oak North forty five 
Degrees West forty poles to McLoughlins Corner Pointers in the same and 
thence along McLoughlins lines South Seventy five Degrees West Forty Six 
poles to a Red oak North Seventy Degrees West One Hundred and Six poles to 
a Locust South forty five Degrees West ninety Eight poles to the first Station 
Containing Four Hundred & Twenty one acres Bearing Dates at Williamsburg the 
3d Day of August 1771- Together with its appurtenances To have and to Hold 
the said Lands with its appurtenances to the said David Wright his Heirs and 
assigns To the sole use and Behoof of him the said David Wright his Heirs and 
assigns forever and the said George Grundy and Elizabeth his wife for 
themselves and their Heirs doth Covenant with the Said David Wright and his 
Heirs that they the said George Grundy and Elizabeth his wife and their Heirs the 
said Parcels of Land with their appurtenances to the Said David Wright and his 
Heirs against all persons Whatsoever will forever Warrant and Defend In 
Witness whereof the said George Grundy and Elizabeth his wife hath hereunto 
Subscribed their names and affixed their Seals on the day and Year above 


Written. 
Signed Sealed & Deli- ) George Grundy 
vered In presence of _) Elizabeth Grundy 


Memorandum That on the day and Year within mentioned Livery and Seisin of 
the within mentioned Lands was made to the within mentioned David Wright by 
the within mentioned George Grundy and Elizabeth his wife 


Signed Sealed & Deli- ) ~ George Grundy 
vered In presence of __) Elizabeth Grundy 


At a Court held for Bedford County May 23d 1774. 


This Indenture and Memorandum of Livery of Seisin thereon Indorsed was 
acknowledged by George Grundy and Elizabeth his Wife; The said Elizabeth 
having been first privily Examined according to Law. 


Teste J. Steptoe C.C." 


On June 11, 1774, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Loose Papers D. 
Wright and Guy Smith executed a surety bond for the payment of £2 to John Brander: 


"Know all men by these presents that the Guy Smith & D Wright are held and 
firmly Bound to John Brander Admr &c: of Richard Cundiff Decd: in the penal 
Sum of four ponds Current Money of Virginia, To the which payment well and 
Truly to be made to the said John Brander his heirs Exors: Admrs. or Assigns: 
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We Bind Ourselves our Heirs Exors: and Admrs firmly by these presents. 
Sealed & Dated this 11 Day of June 1774 


The Condition of the above Obligation is Such that If the above Bound Guy 
Smith & David Wright their Heirs Exors or admrs: shall well and Truly pay unto 
the said John Brander his Heirs Exors: Admrs: or Assigns the Sum of two pound 
Current Money of Virginia upon the 11" Day of June One Thousand Seven 
hundred and Seventy five - then the above Obligation to be Void Otherwise to 
Remain in full force & Virtue 


Sealed & Delivered ) Guy Smith 
In the presence of ) D Wright 
William Hancock Ser 

Stephen Goggin Senr" 


On October 30, 1774, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Loose Papers a 
summons was issued against David Finley and Bernard Gains to answer the complaint 
of David Wright for payment of a debt of £80: 


"George the Third, by the Grace of God of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, 
King, Defender of the Faith, &c. to the Sheriff of Bedford County, greeting: We 
command you that you take David Finley & Bernard Gains if they be found within 
your Bailiwick, and them safely keep, so that you have their Bodies before the 
Justices of our said County Court, at the Courthouse of the said County, on the 4 
monday in next month to answer David Wright of a plea of Debt for Eighty 
pounds Damage Ten pounds and have then there this Writ. Witness James 
Steptoe Clerk of our said Court, at the Courthouse aforesaid, the XXX Day of 
October in the XlVth Year of our Reign. 


Robert Alexander D.C." 


On November 30, 1774, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Loose Papers 
a summons was Issued against David Wright to answer the complaint of Warwick 
Woodward for trespass, assault, battery, and false imprisonment: 


"George the Third, by the Grace of God of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, 
King, Defender of the Faith, &c. to the Sheriff of Bedford County, greeting: We 
command you that you take David Wright if he be found within your Bailiwick, 
and him safely keep, so that you have his Body before the Justices of our said 
County Court, at the Courthouse of the said County, on the 4 Monday in next 
month to answer Warwick Woodward of a plea of Tresspass Assault & Battery & 
false Imprisonment Damage five hundred pounds and have then there this Writ. 
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Witness James Steptoe Clerk of our said Court, at the Courthouse aforesaid, the 
XXX day of November in the XlVth Year of our Reign. 


Robert Alexander D.C." 


On January 23, 1775, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 
6/89 David Wright was appointed to view the way for a road: 


"James Buford, David Wright & Jacob Early being first Sworn are Appointed to 
View both ways from the Fork of the Road above Francis Hollys to Poteets Gap 
and make Report which of the said Roads are the best and most Usefull for the 
Publick." 


On January 23, 1775, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 
6/90 David Wright was appointed a Deputy Sheriff: 


"Stephen Goggins & David Wright came into Court & Severally took the Usual 
Oaths to his Majesties person & Government the Abjuration Oath Repeated & 
Subscribed the Test & On the Motion of Francis Callaway Gent. were Sworn 
Under Sheriffs for this County." 


On January 23, 1775, at Bedford County, Virginia, D.B. 5/273, 5/274, and 5/275 
David Wright joined with Francis Calloway, James Calloway, John Anthony, and Robert 
Cowan in executing three bonds to secure the performance of Francis Calloway as 
sheriff of the county: 


"Know all men by these presents that we Francis Callaway, James Callaway, 
John Anthony, Robert Cowan, David Wright and Stephen Goggins are held and 
firmly Bound unto our Sovereign Lord George the third by the Grace of God of 
Great Britain France and Ireland King Defender of the Faith &c in the Sum of 
One Thousand Pounds To the which payment well and Truly to be made to our 
Said Lord the King his Heirs or Successors we bind ourselves our Heirs Exors, 
and Admors, firmly by these presents Sealed & Dated this 23d Day of January 
1775. 


The Condition of the above Obligation is such that Whereas the above Bound 
Francis Callaway is Constituted and Appointed Sheriff of the County of Bedford 
during Pleasure by Commission from the Governor under the seal of the Colony 
Dated the 25th Day of October 1774, if therefore the Said Francis Callaway shall 
well and Truly collect all Officers fees and dues put into his hands to Collect and 
duly account for and pay the same to the Oficers to whome such fees are due 
respectively at such times as they are prescribed and limited by Law and shall 
well and Truly Execute and due return make of all process and Precepts to him 
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Directed and pay and Satisfy all Sums of money and Tobacco by him received 
by Virtue of any such Process to the person or persons to whome the same are 
due his or their Exors. Admors. or Assigns and in all other things shall Truly and 
faithfully Execute and perform the Said Office of Sheriff during the Term of his 
Continuance therein Then the above Obligation to be Void otherwise to remain in 
full force & Virtue 


Sealed & Delivered ) Francis Callaway 
in the presence of _) James Callaway 
E Winston ) John Anthony 
John Menzias ) Robert Cowan 
D. Wright 
Stephen Goggin 


At a Court held for Bedford County January 23d 1775 


This Bond was Acknowledged by Francis Callaway, James Callaway John 
Anthony, Robert Cowan, David Wright & Stephen Goggin parties thereto & 
Ordered to be Recorded. 


Teste 
Jas. Steptoe C.C." 
The will of 1779 John Wright dated March 18, 1775, and probated on April 20, 
1779, at Prince Edward County, Virginia, W.B. 1/218 named David Wright as one of his 
children: 
",...Imprimas, | give and bequeath unto my son David Wright my Negro 
woman nam'd Dinah to him & his heirs for ever, also her child Molley, ... ." 
On January 22, 1/776, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 
6/107 David Wright was granted permission to keep an ordinary: 
"On the Motion of David Wright leave is Granted him to keep Ordinary, at his 
own House in this Cy. who gave Bd. & Secy. Acg to law." 
On January 22, 1776, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 
6/108 David Wright filed a complaint against John L. Davis for ill treatment in the 
performance of his office as Deputy Sheriff: 


"On the Compit. of David Wright Deputy Sheriff of this County agt John L. Davis 
for Ill treatment in the Exon. of his Office It is Ordered that the Said Davis be 
Sumd. to appear at the next Court to Answer the Said Complt." 
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On February 7, 1776, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Loose Papers a 
subpoena was issued to various witnesses to testify in the case of David Wright v. John 
Lewis Davis: 


"George the Third, by the Grace of God of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, 
King, Defender of the Faith, &c. to the Sheriff of Bedford County, greeting: We 
command you to summon Isaac Ready Frederick Powyer Ezekial Morris Chas. 
lambert Sen. Thos. Norvell Larkin Cleveland to appear before our Justices of 
our said County, at the Courthouse, on the 4th Monday in this month to testify, 
and the Truth to say, in Behalf of David Wright in a certain Matter of Controversy 
in our said Court, before our said Justices, depending and undetermined, 
between the said David Complainant & John Lewis Davis Deft and this they shall 
in no Wise omit, under the Penalty of £100 Witness James Steptoe Clerk of our 
said Court, at the said Courthouse the 7th day of February in the xvith Year of 
our Reign. 


Jas Steptoe" 


On March 25, 1776, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 6/110 
in the case of David Wright v. John Lewis Davies the defendant was ordered to post a 
bond to keep the peace: 


"The Complt. of David Wright v John Lewis Davies - On hearing the Parties and 
Sundry Witts. Sworn & Exd. It is Considered by the Court that the Said Lewis be 
Bound to the peace. Thereupon the Said Jno. L. Davies Ackd. himself held & 
firmly Bound to our Sov. Lord the king in the Sum of £25.0.0 and James Buford 
& Jacob Early in the Sum of £12.10.0 Each for the sd. John Lewis Davis's Good 
behaviour for One yr. & one Day from this time, __—_d.. &c." 


On about May 22, 1776, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Loose Papers 
David Wright filed a complaint against Bourne Price for payment of a debt of £31: 


"Bedford County Sct. David Wright Assee of Ja Buford who is Assee of Jno Parr 
complains of Bourne Price In Custody &c of a plea that he render unto him Sixty 
Two pounds which to him he owes & unjustly detains for that whereas the Sd 
Bourne the 27 day of Decr. 1783 at the Parish of Russell and County aforesaid 
by his Bill obligatory to the Court now here Shewn whose date is the Same day 
and Year Aforesaid did Oblige Himself his Heirs &c to pay to the Said John the 
Said the Sum of 31£ & afterwards to wit the 2d April 1786 assumed the Same to 
the Said David and to the paiment thereof well and truly to be made bound 
Himself his Heirs &c in the Penal Sum of Sixty Two pounds aforesaid - and the 
Said David in fact, Saith that the Said Bourne Hath not paid the Sum Aforesaid 
by the 27th Decr 1783 at which time it became Due but the Same to pay hitherto 
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have & Still Do refuse to the Damage of him the Said David five pounds and 
therefore he Sues 


Hancock pro Quert." 


On July 22, 1776, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 6/112 
David Wright qualified as Deputy Sheriff: 


"Stephen Goggin & David Wright. Qualified as Deputy Sheriffs Under the Said 
Fran Callaway." 


On November 25, 1776, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 
6/116 David Wright qualified as Deputy Sheriff: 


"David Wright & Stephen Goggin Senr. came into Court and on the Motion of 
John F. Patrick Gent. high Sheriff - they Qualified as Depty Sheriffs for this 
County." 


On March 23, 1777, at Bedford County, Virginia, D.B. 5/470 David Wright sold 
100 acres of land to John Hitchcock: 


"This Indenture made the Twenty Third day of March in the Year of our Lord One 
Thousand seven hundred & seventy seven Between David Wright on the one 
part & John Hitchcock of Bedford County on the other part Witnesseth that the 
said David Wright for and in Consideration of the sum of forty pounds Current 
Money to him in hand paid by the said John Hitchcock the receipt of which | do 
hereby acknowledge hath granted Bargaind sold aliend & Confirmd unto the said 
John Hitchcock and his hires ever a Certain Track or parcel of Land Containing 
one hundred acres be in more or less lying & being in the County of Bedford on 
Both sides of Elk Creek Beginning at white oke new Corner with the Old Patent 
Line thence along the said Pattn Line to a Corner hickoy thence along the said 
Line to white oke new Corner thence along the Dividing Line to Elk Creek thence 
Cross the said Creek to mouth of a Branch thenc along the said Branch to the 
head thence new Lines to the first Station the said hundred acres of Land is part 
of the Land | Bought of Robert Cowan & Peter Davie To have and to hold the 
said Track of Land with all houses Orchards & every appertaiances thereunto 
bellonging unto the said John Hitchcock him & his heirs administrators & assigns 
forever this said David Wright & his heirs administrators & assigns doth 
Covenant & agree to & with the said John Hitchcock his Heirs Executors 
Administrators & Assigns the above sold Land & premises to warrent & defend 
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against the claim or claims of any person or persons whatsoever In Witness | 
have hereunto sett my hand & Seall the day & year as above mentioned. 


Signed Sealed & s+) D. Wright 
Delivered ) 
In the presents of ) 


At a Court held for Bedford County the 24th day of March 1777 


This Indenture, was acknowledged by David Wright party thereto and ordered to 
be Recorded. 


Teste J. Steptoe, C.C." — 


On May 26, 1777, at Bedford County, Virginia, D.B. 5/489 David Wright sold 200 
acres of land to David Crews: 


"This Indenture made on the 26th day of May one Thousand seven Hundred & 
seventy seven Between David Wright of Bedford County of the one part and 
David Crews of the said County of the other part Witnesseth that the said David 
Wright for and in consideration of the sum of Fifty Pounds Current money to him 
in hand paid by the said David Crews the receipt whereof he doth hereby 
acknowledge doth grant Bargain and sell to the said David Crews and his Heirs a 
Certain Tract of Land containing by Estimation Two hundred acres being more or 
less lying and being on the waters of Elke Creek in Bedford County Bounded as 
folers Begining at a Red Oke corner in the Patent Line Runing with the Line of 
the Patent to Millers Line thence along the line of the Patent to Tates Line 
Thence along Tates Line to a Grub(?) Oak Corner in Tates Line thence along the 
dividing line to the Begining Together hold the said Tract or parsel of Land with 
its apportenances unto the said David Crews and his Heirs to sole use and 
behoof of him the sd. David Crews his Heirs and assigns forever and the said 
David Wright and his Heirs will forever warrant and defend the said Tract of Land 
with its appurtenances to the said David Crews and his Heirs and assigns 
against the Claim of all persons whatever and will forever keep the said David 
Crews and his Heirs harmless and Indamnified from all former Bargains sales 
Gifts Dowers Leases Morgages or any Other Incumbrance whatever and David 
Wright for himself his Heirs and Assigns doth agree to and with the said David 
Crews and his Heirs and Signes the above Tract of Land In Witness whereof the 
said David Wright heath hereto Subscribed his name and affixed his seal the day 
and Year first above written 


D Wright 
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At a Court held for Bedford County 26th May 1777 


This Indenture was acknowledged by David Wright party thereto and ordered to 
be Recorded 


Teste J. Steptoe C.C." 


On September 22, 1/77, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 
6/135 David Wright was appointed guardian of James Turner and Ann Turner: 


"James Turner and Ann Turner came into Court and made choice of David 
Wright for their Guardian who gave Bond with fees in the Sum of £500. for each 
Estate." | 


On February 24, 1778, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 
6/142 David Wright and Nanny Wright filed their accounting for the estate of Richard 
Turner: 


"An Acco. Curt. of the Estate of Richd Turner Decd with Davd. Wright & Nanny 
his Wife Exx. &c. retd & ORd." 


On March 29, 1778, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Loose Papers an 
execution was issued against David Wright and his surety James Wright on a judgment 
for £5 recovered against David Wright by John Hook: 


"The Commonwealth of Virginia to the Sheriff of Bedford County Greeting 
whereas John Hook Assee of Samuel Wilson late in our Court of our said County 
hath recovered against David Wright Five pounds also 207 lb Tobo & 16/6 as 
well for Debt as his Costs by him about his suit in that behalf expended whereof 
the said David Wright is Convict as appears to us of Record: Nevertheless 
Execution of the said Judgment Still remains to be made & whereas at a Court 
held before our Justices of our said Court the __ day of Novemr 1785 James 
Wright personally appeared & undertook that if the said David Wright should be 
Cast in the Action aforesaid that he the said David Wright shall pay such 
Damages as shall be Adjudged to the said John Hook Assee of Samuel Wilson 
or render his Body to prison in Execution for the same or that he the said James 
Wright would do it for Him, as Appears to us also of Record. But the said David 
Wright the Debt aforesaid to the said John Hook Assee of Samuel Wilson hath 
not paid nor his Body to prison surrendered as by the Insinuation of the said 
John Hooke Assee of Samuel Wilson We are informed Therefore We Command 
you that by Good & Lawful Men in Your Bailiwick you make known to the said 
James Wright that he be before the Justices of our Court of our said County at 
the Court House on the 4th Monday in May next to shew if any thing he Can say 
why the Said John Hook Assee &c Execution against him of the Debt aforesaid 
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according to the Form & Effect of the Recognizance aforesd ought not to have if 
to him it seems expedient and have then there the names of those by whom you 
shall so make known & this Writ Witness James Steptoe Clerk of our said Court 
at the Court House 29th day of March 1788 In the 12th Year of the 
Commonwealth 


Ja: Steptoe" 


On August 25, 1778, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 
6/182 James Turner selected William Leftwich as his guardian in place of David Wright: 


"James Turner came into Courte & made Choice of Wm Leftwich Gt. for his 
Guardian in the Room of Davd Wright (who is Dischd. from that Trust.) who gave 
Bond & Secy Acg to Law" 


On May 24, 1779, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 6/231 
David Wright qualified as a captain in the militia: 


"Davd. Wright recomd. to his Excellency the Go. as a proper person for a Capt. 
Geo. Dooley ist Lieut Henry Jeter 2d. Lieut. & Thos. Nance Ensign." 


On October 4, 1779, at Bedford County, Virginia, D.B. 6/423 David Wright 
purchased 134 acres of land from Robert Hambleton: 


"This Indenture made the fourth Day of October one Thousand Seven Hundred 
& Seventy Nine Between Robert Hambleton of the County of Bedford of the one 
Part & David Wright of sd. County of the other Parte. Witnesseth that the sd. | 
Robert Hambleton for Divers good causes & Consideration him hereunto moving 
But more especially for & in Consideration of the sum of Two Hundred Pounds 
Current Money of Virginia to him in hand Paid the Receipt whereof Doth hereby 
acknowledge & himself satisfyd. Contented & paid hath granted, sold & Confirmd 
& by these presents Doth Grant Sell & Confirm unto the aforesd. David Wright 
his Heirs Exors Adms or assigns one Certain Tract or Parcel of Land Lying & 
being in the County aforsd. on both sides of Little Otter River & Bounded as 
followeth viz Begining at G. Grundys Corner white oak in Callaways old Line 
thence along Grundys Line W. one Hundred & Eighty four Poles to a Hicory 

N Thirty Nine W Seventy five Poles to Pointers S. Forty Two W. Two Hundred & 
ninety two Poles to Roundtrees Line thence along his Line & Callaways 

N Seventy Degrees E. Crossing Little Otter River four Hundred & fifty six poles to 
the Begining Containing one Hundred & Thirty four acres being more or less To 
have and to hold the aforesd. Land with all Houses Wood & Waters with all other 
profits & appurtenances of what nature or kind soever unto him the aforesd 
David Wright his Heirs Exors. Admrs. or Assigns forever in Fee simple & the 
aforesd. Robert Hambleton Doth for himself his Heirs & Assigns & further Doth 
agree with him the Afforesd. David Wright his Heirs Exors. Admrs. & Assigns &c 
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that he will forever Hereafter Warrant & Defend the afforesd Land & Premises 
from himself & his Heirs & from all Persons Claiming any Right or Title to the sd. 
Land unto the Aforesd. David Wright to his Heirs Exors. Admrs. & assigns 
forever In Witness whereof | have hereunto set my hand & seal the day & year 
first above written. 


Signd Seald & Delivered ) Robert Hambleton 
In presence of ) 

saml Jack 

Edwd. McCraw 

George Edger 


At a Court held for Bedford County 28th February 1780 


This Indenture was proved by the Oath of George Edger and at a Court held for 
said County the 22d May 1780, the same more further Proved by the Oaths of 
Samuel Jack and Edward McCraw and Ordered to be Recorded. 


Teste J. Steptoe C.C." 


On February 29, 1780, at Bedford County, Virginia, D.B. 6/382 David Wright and 
Nanny Wright of Bedford County sold 700 acres of land to William Harris: 


"This Indenture made this Twentininth day of February in the year of our Lord 
one Thousand seven Hundred & Eighty Between David Wright & Nansy Wright 
of Bedford County of the one Part & William Harris of the other part Witnesseth 
that the said David Wright & Nanny Wright for & in Consideration of the sum of 
one Thousand five Hundred Pounds Current money to the sd. David Wright & 
Nanny his wife in hand Paid by the said William Harris the Receipt of which they 
do hereby acknowledge hath granted Bargained sold Aliened & Confirmed unto 
the sd. William Harris & his Heirs forever one Certain Tract or Parcel of Land 
Containing Seven Hundred Acres being more or less Lying & being in the County 
of Bedford on both sides of Elk Creek Begining at a Corner Maple thence Runing 
on the Course of the Patent with Bryants line then Continuing to a Corner white 
oak thence along the dividing Line is the mouth of the Branch across the Creek 
thence up the Branch to a Corner, to a Corner white oak in the Patent line 
thence Continuing along the Patent line to Earlys line thence along the Patent 
Line to a Corner Red oak to Crews line thence the dividing to Corner Scrub Oak 
in Tates Line thence along Tates Line to the Creek thence up the Creek to Halls 
Line thence along Halls line to the begining it being Part of the Patent for Richd. 
Calloway for four Thousand one Hundred &c To have and to hold the sd. Tract of 
Land with all Houses Orchards & every appurtenance thereunto Belonging unto 
the sd. William Harris or his Heirs Administrators & assigns forever & the said 
David Wright & Nanny his wife their Heirs and assigns Doth Covenant and agree 
to and with the sd. William Harris their heirs administrators & assigns the above 
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sold Land & premises to warrant & defend against the Claim or Claims of any 
Person or Persons whatsoever In Witness we have hereunto set our hand & seal 
the day & year above mentioned. 


D Wright 
At a Court held for Bedford County the 28th February 1780 


This Indenture was acknowledged by David Wright party thereto and ordered to 
be Recorded. 


Teste J. Steptoe C.C." 


On September 24, 1781, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 
6/327 David Wright was allowed 600£ for his services collecting the Grain Tax in 1781: 


"David Wright allowed £600 for his service in receiveing & issueing the Grain Tax 
the present Year at his own house" 


On September 1, 1780, by Patent Deed D/264 David Wright patented 1316 
acres of land in Bedford County: 


"Thomas Jefferson Esquire Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia, to all to 
whom these presents shall come Greeting: Know ye that in consideration of the 
Ancient Composition of six pounds fifteen Shillings Sterling paid by David Wright 
into the Treasury of this Commonwealth there is granted by the said 
Commonwealth unto the said David Wright a certain tract or parcel of Land 
containing One thousand three hundred and sixteen Acres being part of 
Woodson's and Company's Order of Council for 20000 Acres Granted June the 
fourteenth One Thousand Seven hundred and forty nine by Survey bearing date 
twenty seventh April one Thousand Seven hundred and Seventy one lying and 
being in the County of Bedford on both sides of Stoney fork Beginning at Jacob 
Piburn's Corner two white oaks thence along his Line East ninety six poles to a 
Chesnut Oak in Woodsons line thence along his line north twenty eight degrees 
West three hundred and twenty Poles to Prather's Corner Red Oak thence along 
his Lines north Eighty nine degrees West one hundred ten Poles to a red oak 
South ten degrees East forty four Poles to a Red oak South twenty degrees west 
eighty six poles to a Chesnut West two hundred and twenty poles to a red oak 
north ten Degrees west one hundred poles to a maple on the side of said fork 
north sixty five degrees East sixty eight Poles to a small Hickory north twenty five 
Degrees East one hundred and thirty poles to a Beach by a branch North sixty 
five Degrees East Eighty four Poles to a white oak north ten degrees East ninety 
poles to a Small red oak north Sixty four Degrees East one hundred and fifty 
Eight poles to Shoulder Camp Creek thence up the same as it Meanders to 
Callaway's Corner white oak thence along his lines west one hundred and ten 
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poles to a red oak South Seventy eight degrees West Eighty poles to a red oak 
south fifty degrees West one hundred and twelve poles to a red oak thence 
along George Waltons line South twenty seven and half Degrees West six 
hundred and sixty eight poles to a red oak thence off south sixty five degrees 
East two hundred poles to three Chesnuts north twenty nine degrees East one 
hundred poles to a sorrel tree north Eighty three degrees East thirty eight poles 
to a chesnut north sixty eight Degrees East sixty two poles to three sorrel trees 
South seventy five degrees East, one hundred and Eighty two poles to Morgins 
Corner thence along his Lines north forty three Degrees East two hundred and 
four poles to pointers south fifty degrees East one hundred and Eighty poles to 
the first station with its Appurtenances; to have and to hold the said tract or 
parcel of land with its Appurtenances to the said David Wright and his Heirs 
forever. In Witness whereof, the said Thomas Jefferson Governor of the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, hath hereunto set his hand, and Caused the Lesser 
Seal of the Said Commonwealth to be affixed at Richmond on the first day of 
September the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and Eighty and of 
the Commonwealth the fifth. 


Thomas Jefferson" 


On January 1, 1781, by Patent Deed D/347 David Wright patented a further 604 
acres of land in Bedford County: 


"Thomas Jefferson Esquire Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia to all to 
whom these presents shall come greeting: Know ye that in consideration of the 
ancient composition of three Pounds sterling paid by David Wright into the 
Treasury of this Commonwealth there is granted by the said Commonwealth 
unto the said David Wright a certain tract or parcel of land containing six hundred 
and four acres by Survey bearing date the twenty fifth day of March one 
thousand seven hundred and seventy one being part of Woodson's and 
Company's order of Council for Two thousand acres granted June the fourteenth 
one Thousand seven hundred and forty nine lying and being in the County of 
Bedford on the south side of Little Otter River and bounded as followeth, to wit, 
Beginning where Grundys upper line crosses the same thence a long his Lines 
South forty five degrees west Eighty six poles to pointers South thirty Degrees 
East Two hundred and forty poles to Roundtrees Line thence along his Line 
south seventy degrees west seventy six Poles to Randolphs corner white oak 
thence along his Line North sixty degrees West three hundred and thirty poles to 
his corner. Red oak thence a long Callaways line North twenty degrees west thirty 
eight poles to a red Oak thence along Quarles's Line north seven degrees west 
two hundred and fourteen poles to a sorrel tree thence along Talbots line North 
eighty three degrees East two hundred and twenty eight poles to a hickory 
thence along McLoughlins Lines South seven degrees East eighty one poles to a 
white oak South seventy two degrees East sixty three poles to a Poplar on Little 
Otter River aforesaid and thence down the same as it meanders to the first 
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station with its appurtenances; to have and to hold the said tract or parcel of 
land, with its Appurtenances, to the said David Wright and his Heirs forever In 
Witness whereof, the said Thomas Jefferson Governor of the Commonwealth of 
Virginia, hath hereunto set his hand and caused the lesser seal of the said 
Commonwealth to be affixed at Richmond on the first day of January in the year 
of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty one and of the 
Commonwealth the Fifth 


Thomas Jefferson" 


The Return of Provisions collected in 1781 by Christopher Irvine at Bedford 
County, Virginia, County List 1, Public Service Claims, Record Group 48, Virginia State 
Archives, stated that Captain David Wright provided "9 diets, 76 days pasturage" to the 
Revolutionary War army. | 

On May 30, 1780, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Loose Papers a 
summons was issued against David Wright to answer the complaint of Alexander 
Spiers and John Bowman & Co. for payment of a debt of £60: 


"George the Third, by the Grace of God of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, 
King, Defender of the Faith, &c. to the Sheriff of Bedford County, greeting: We 
command you that you take David Wright if he be found within your Bailiwick, 
and him safely keep, so that you have his Body before the Justices of our said 
County Court, at the Courthouse of the said County, on the 4 Monday in next 
mth to answer Alexander Spiers John Bowman & Co of a plea of Trespass on 
the Case Damage Sixty Pounds and have then there this Writ, Witness James 
Steptoe Clerk of our said Court, at the Courthouse aforesaid, the XXX Day of 
May in the XlVth Year of our Reign. 


Ja Steptoe" 


The 1782 Personal Property Tax List for Bedford County, Virginia, listed David 
Wright with the following household: 





Free White Blk 

Males Ty Tithes 

above above above 
Name 21yrs Slaves Horses Cattle 16 yrs 16 yrs 
David Wright 1 18 7 11 2 7 


The 1782 Land Tax List for Bedford County, Virginia, listed Capt David Wright 
with the following property: 
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Value Pounds, 





Name a Acres shillings 
Capt David Wright 1/10 1750 160. 


On March 25, 1782, at Bedford County, Virginia, D.B. 7/106 David Wright and 
Ann or Nancy his wife sold 25 acres of land to William Donoway: 


"This Indenture made this 25th day of March 1782 in the Year of our Lord one 
thousand Seven Hundred & Eighty Two Between David Wright Ann his wife of 
the County of Bedford of the one Part and William Donoway of the sd. County of 
the other Part Witnesseth that he the said David Wright for & in Consideration of 
the Sum of Thirty Pounds Current Money unto him by the sd William Donoway 
Paid the Receipt whereof he doth hereby acknowledge hath given Granted 
Bargained and Sold by these presents Doth give grant Bargain Enfeoff & 
Confirm unto him the said William Dunoway one Certain Tract or Parcel of Land 
Situate Lying & being in the County of Bedford on the branches of Otter River 
Containing Twenty five acres & Bounded as followeth viz. Begininge at the 
Corner of sd. Donoways fence on the said Wrights Line thence off South Eighty 
degrees west sixty six Poles to a Maple in a Branch thence down the said 
Branch South Eight degrees East Thirty six Poles to a Red Oak at the fork of the 
Branch & same course continued to a Big white oak on a Branch Thence North 
sixty three degrees East fifty Two Poles to Wrights and Donoways Old Corner 
white oak & thence North Eleven degrees West thirty two(?) poles to the first 
Station To have and to hold the above sold Land and Premises with all & 
Singular the Priviledges & appurtenances thereunto Belonging unto the said 
William Donoway his Heirs Exors. Admrs. or assigns forever to have hold occupy 
possess & Enjoy the same with every part & parcel thereof unto him the said 
William Donoway his Heirs &c forever against him the said David Wright his 
Heirs Exors Admrs and assigns & against the Claim & Demands of any other 
Person or Persons whatsoever shall & will by these presents warrant and forever 
Defend In Witness whereof he the sd. David Wright and Ann his wife hath 
hereunto set his hand & affixed his Seal the day & year first above written. 


D Wright 
Nancy Wright 


At a Court held for Bedford County February 25, 1782 
This Indenture was acknowledged by David Wright and Ann his wife the said 
Ann having been privily Examined Voluntarily Relinquished her Right of Dower to 


the Land within mentioned which is Ordered to be Recorded. 


Teste J. Steptoe C. Cur." 
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On April 22, 1782, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Booklet II, Public 
Service Claims, Record Group 48, Virginia State Archives, David Wright was granted a 
certificate by Christopher Irvine, Commissioner of the Provision Law, on a Revolutionary 
War claim for having provided the following: 

1) "8 diets, 3-1/2 pecks corn, 20 sheaf oats, 75 days pasturage"; and 

2) “furnished for publick waggons purchased by Granville Smith 2 bar. corn 
alld. 20/, 100 bundles fodder 4/2, militia of Rockbridge on march to join Southern Army 
4-1/2 pecks corn 2/3, pasturage for 4 horses 1/." 

On April 22, 1782, at Bedford County, Virginia, D.B. 7/114 David Wright and his — 
wife Nanny sold 900 acres of the 1000 acres purchased on Elk Creek: 


"This Indenture made this 22d day of April in the year MD.C.C.LXXXii Between 
David Wright & Nanny his wife of the County of Bedford of ye one part & William 
Harris of the said County of ye other part Witnesseth that the sd. David & Nanny 
his Wife for & in Consideration of the sum of one Thousand five Hundred 
Pounds to them in hand paid by the sd. William Harris the Receipt whereof the 
sd. David & Nanny Do hereby acknowledge Have Granted Bargained & Sold 
Aliend & Confirmed & by these presents Do Grant Bargain & Sell Alien & 
Confirm unto the said William Harris his Heirs & assigns forever all that 
Messuage Tract or parcel of Land Containing Nine Hundred acres more or less 
Situate Lying and being in the County aforesaid on Both sides of Elk Creek & 
Bounded as followeth Beginning at Halls Corner Hickory on the Creek thence 
along Halls Line So. 80 E 272 Poles to a Maple on a Branch thence on Pates 
line S. 18 W. 388 Poles to Pointers So. 45 E. 98 Poles to Williamson's Corner 
white Oak & Hickory thence on his Line So. 34 W. 30. Poles to a white oak 

So. 28 W. 20 Poles to a white oak S. 18 W. 64 Poles to a Maple on ye Creek 
thence across & on Moorman's Line up a Branch So. 2 1/2 E. 60 Poles to ye. 
head thence off & So. 12 E. 34 Poles to a Chestnut and white oak So. 42 W. 60 
Poles to Pointers on ye Patent Line thence along the same W. 42 Poles to a Red 
Oak on ye Road N. 60 W. 316 Poles to a Poplar on a Branch S. 60 W. 84 Poles 
to a Dogwood N. 30 W. 7/4 Poles to a Small white oak N. 68 Poles to a Red Oak 
thence Goffs Line S. 70 E. 5 Poles to a white oak thence on Tates Line So. 25 

E. 68 Poles to a Small Red Oak N. 47 E. 180 Poles to his Corner Spanish Oak 
on sd Creek & thence up the Creek as it meanders to the Beginning To have and 
to hold the sd. Messuage Tract or Parcel of Land & all & Singuler the Premises & 
every part & parcel thereof with the appurtenances unto the sd. William Harris 
his Heirs & assigns to ye only Proper use & Behoof of the said William Harris his 
Heirs & assigns forever And the sd. David Wright & Nanny his wife for 
themselves and their Heirs the sd. Messuage Tract or Parcel of Land & premises 
& every part thereof against them & their Heirs & against all & every other 
Person & Persons whatsoever to the sd. William Harris his Heirs & assigns shall 
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& will Warrant & forever defend by these Presents In witness whereof the said 
David & Nanny have hereunto set their hands & affixed their seals ye day & year 
above written. 


Signed Sealed & i) D. Wright 
Acknowledged ) Nanny Wright 
In presence of 


The words "more or less" underlined 
before signing in ye Twelth Line 


Received of the within named William Harris the sum of one Thousand five 
Hundred Pounds being the Consideration within mentioned Witness my hand & 
seal this 22 day of April 1782. 

D. Wright 
At a Court held for Bedford County April 22d 1782 
This Indenture and Receipt thereon Indorsed were acknowledged by David 
Wright and Nanny his wife the said Nanny having been first Privily Examined 
Voluntarily Relinquished her Right of Dower in and to the Land Conveyed the the 
sd. Indenture all which is ordered to be Recorded. 

Teste J. Steptoe C. Cur." 


On May 27, 1782, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 6/355 


David Wright proved that he furnished various goods and services for the Revolutionary 


War: 


"David Wright pvd. that he furnished for ye. use of ye. publick Waggons 
purchased by Granville Smith 2 Bar. Corn for which he is ald. 20/. 100 Bundles 
Fother 4/2 the Militia of Rockbridge on their march tojoin the Southern Army 4- 
1/2 Pecks Corn 2/3. Pasturage for 4 Horses 1/." 


On May 27, 1782, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 6/355 


David Wright proved that he furnished various additional goods and services for the 


Revolutionary War: 


"David Wright pvd. that he furnished ye. sd. Comr. 20 bundles Fodder for which 
he is ald. 1/2d. p Bundle 8 diets 5/4 76 days Pasturage 3d. p day 7 Gal. Corn 
1/9." 
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On July 23, 1782, at Bedford County, Virginia, D.B. 7/149 David Wright of 
Bedford County purchased 119 acres of land from Richard and Kitty Hambleton and 
Thomas Hambleton: 


"This Indenture made this 23d day of July in the year of our Lord One Thousand 
seven Hundred & Eighty Two Between Richard Hambleton & Kitty his wife & 
Thomas Hambliton of the one Part & David Wright of the County of Bedford of 
the other Part Witnesseth that the said Richard Hamelton & Kitty his wife and 
Thomas Hamelton for & in Consideration of the Just & full sum of Fifty Pounds 
Current Money of Virginia the Receipt whereof they do hereby acknowledge 
have Bargained and sold and by these Presents do Grant Bargain Sell Alien 
Enfeoff and Confirm unto the said David Wright his Heirs and assigns forever 
one Certain Tract or Parcel of Land Situate Lying and being in the said County of 
Bedford on the Branches of Little Otter River Containing One Hundred and 
Nineteen acres & Bounded as followeth viz Begining at Grundy Corner white oak 
Thence along his Line to the old Survey Thence North fifty five degrees west fifty 
six Poles to a Red oak North Twenty five degrees West Sixty Poles to a Red Oak 
Thence a new Line South Seventy Six degrees west one Hundred Poles to a 
Red Oak Thence South Ten degrees west Ninety Six Poles to a white oak 
Thence South Seventy Degrees East one Hundred Ten Poles to a Red Oak in 
his own Line thence North forty five degrees west Twenty Poles to a white and 
thence North forty five degrees East Sixty Poles to the first Station Together with 
the Priviledges appurtenances thereunto Belonging To have and to hold unto the 
said David Wright his Heirs and assigns forever and the said Richard Hamelton 
and Kitty his wife and Thomas Hamelton for themselves and their Heirs do _ 
Covenant Grant and Agree to and with the said David Wright and his heirs that 
they the said Richard Hamblton & Kitty his wife & the Before Granted Land and 
Premises with their and every of their appurtenances unto the said David Wright 
his Heirs and assigns shall and will warrant and forever Defend In witness 
whereof the said Richard Hamelton and Kitty his wife and Thomas Hamelton 
have hereunto set their hands & seals the day and year above written. 


Signed Sealed & acknowl- ) Rd. Hamelton 
edged in presence of ) Thomas Hamelton 
A Lynch 

Thomas Fuqua 

Henry Ward 

Jas. Steptoe 
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At a Court held for Bedford County 23d July 1782 


This Indenture was Proved by the oaths of Henry Ward Thomas Fuqua and 
James Steptoe Witnesses thereto and ordered to be Recorded 


Teste 
James Steptoe C. C." 

In September 1782 at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Booklet II, Public 
Service Claims, Record Group 48, Virginia State Archives, David Wright filed a 
Revolutionary War claim for having provided the following: 

"furnished for Militia of Rockbridge Co. on their return home from the Battle of 

Guilford 7 diets alld. 8d each". 

In September 1782 at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 7/2 
David Wright proved that he furnished support for the militia on its return from the Battle 
of Guilford Courthouse: 


"David Wright pvd. that he furnished for the use of the Militia of Rockbridge 
County on their return Home from the Battle of Guildford, seven Diets alld. 8d. 
each." 


The marriage bond of a David Wright and Sarah Talbot, daughter of Isham, with 
James Steptoe as surety, was dated on September 28, 1782, at Bedford County, 
Virginia. As will be set forth below, this was the marriage of David Wright, Jr., the son 
of David Wright, Sr. 

On November 26, 1782, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Loose Papers 
David Wright obtained an attachment against the goods of Grizle Smith for payment of 
a debt of £5, 118: 


"Bedford Sc: David Wright made Oath before Jas. Buford one of the Justices for 
sd. County that Grizle Smith Standeth Indebted to him the Just Sum of Five 
Pounds, Eleven Shillings Current Money, and the sd. Grizle hath removed 
herself out of this County so that the Ordinary Process cannot be Served on her 
Those are therefore in Name of Commonwealth to command you to Attach in the 
Hands of Thomas Logwood so much of the Goods & Chattles of the said Grizle 
Smith as will satisfie the Debt & Costs abovesaid and the Same in hands to 
keep, so that it may be Lyable to further Proceedings thereon to be had at the 
next Court to be held for af.sd. County before ye Justices thereof, and you make 
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return how have Executed this Writ Given under my Hand this 26th Day of 
November 1782 


James Buford" 


On November 26, 1782, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Loose Papers 
David Wright and Fran Thorp filed their surety bond for the attachment against the 
goods of Grizle Smith for payment of a debt of £5, 11S, and 6p: 


"Know all men by these presents that we David Wright and Fran Thorp are held 
and firmly bound unto Grisley Smith in the Just Sum of twelve pounds Curt 
money to be paid to the said Grisly Smith her heires or assigns witness our 
hands & seals & sealed this 26th of Novr 1782 


The Condition of the above Obligation is such that whereas the above bound 
David Wright is this day obtaind an attachmt agt the Estate of the above Grisley 
Smith for Five pounds Eleven shillings & Six pens returnable to our next Court 
now in case the above bound David Wright do well and truly pay all Costs as 
may accrue on said attachment also all Damages that may come for Issuing out 
the said attachmt then the above obligation to be void Else to remain in full force 


Acknowledgd. before me D Wright 

James Buford | Fran Thorp" 

In December 1782 at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 7/19 
David Wright was ordered to provide hands for road repair: 


"Ordered that Henry Jeter be appd. Surveyor of the Road from Bowles's branch 

to the Court House & the hands of Robert Bowles, William Quarles, those at 

John Talbots Quarter, William & Robt. Boggs & David Wright together with those 

from Davd. Wrights to Noell's Mill thence up Otter Br to Bowles's Br: & from 

thence to the Lick and Ordd. &c" 

The 1783 Personal Property Tax List for Bedford County, Virginia, listed two 
David Wrights, one of whom was Captain David Wright and the other of whom was 
David Wright, Jr., with the following households: 


No White Taxon Whites Blacks — Blacks 





& Blk Covering Over Over under ___ Total 
Name Tithes Horses. 21 16 16 Blacks 
Cap David Wright 2 { { 5 6 
David Wright Jr 1 
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No No Nett No Wheels Ordinary 
Horses Cattle R_ Carriages License 








1 3) 
<) 


The 1782 and 1783 Personal Property Tax Lists and the 1782 marriage bond 
reflect the obvious progression of a son David from his father's home to marriage to his 
own household. 

The 1784 Personal Property Tax List for Bedford County, Virginia, did not list a 
David Wright. 

The 1784 Land Tax List for Bedford County, Virginia, listed David Wright with the 
following property: 





[Quantity [Average [Amount Tax at 1% 
Name of Acres] price prAcre] Valuation] pr Cent] 
David Wright 1750 5, 437.10 6.11.3 


On April 13, 1784, at Botetourt County, Virginia, D.B. 3/228 David Wright 
purchased 240 acres of land from Nathaniel Evans: 


"This Indenture made this thirteenth Day aprile one Thousand Seven hundred 
and Eighty four Between Nathaniel Evans of Botetourt County of the one part & 
David Wrigh of the said County of the other part Witnesseth that the said 
Nathaniel Evans for & in Consideration of the Sum of Eight hundred & fifty 
pounds Current Money of Virginia to him in hand paid the receipt whereof he 
doth hereby acknowledge hath granted Bargained & Sold and by these presents 
Doth grant Bargain Sell Allien Enfeoff and Confirm unto him the said David 
Wright his heirs & assigns for ever one Certain Tract or parcel of Land 
Containing two hundred & forty acres being the same more or Less lying & being 
in the County of Botetourt in the fork of tinkers Creek of Roanoak River formerly 
Called Smith Creek & bounded as followeth To Wit Begning at a black Walnut 
Elm & hickory ____—« Standing on Roanoak River and Runing Thence North 
twenty Degrees West two hundred & forty poles to the Top of a hill Thence North 
fifty seven Degrees East to a Red oak on tinkers Creek Thence Down the 
several Courses of the sd Crik to Roanoak Tides thence up the Several Courses 
of the sd. River to the Begining Together With all the privelegis appertaining 
whatsoever belonging to the said Land & pemises to him the sd David Wright his 
Heirs and assigns forever and him the sd Nathaniel Evans doth for himself and 
his heirs Covenant grant & agree to and With the said David Wright his heirs and 
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assigns That him the said Nathaniel Evans his heirs shall and Will Warrent and 
forever Defend the sd. Land and premises to him the said David Wright his heirs 
& assigns In Witness Whereof the said Nathaniel Eavans hath hereunto Set his 
hand & seal the Day & Year first above Written 


Witness Nat. Evans 
Spence Faulconer 

John Craige 

James Boyd 


Memo. that on the day & year first within Written Livery of the within granted 
Land & premises was made & Executed done & Executed by the Within named 
Nathaniel Evans to the Within named David Wright according to tenor and effect 
of the Within Deed. 


Witness Nat. Evans 
John Craige 

James Boyd 

Spencer Faulconer 


April Botetourt Court 1784 


This Indenture of Bargain & Sale together with a memo. on the Back were 
proved by the oaths of Spencer Faulconer John Craige and James Boyd 
Witnesses & ordered to be recd. 


Teste Domay CBC" 


On July 15, 1784, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Loose Papers David 
Wright and Samuel Himmerly executed their surety bond to recover property of David 
Wright attached for payment of a judgment of £12, 13S, and 7p obtained against David 
Wright by Samuel Calland: 


"Know all men by these presents that we David Wright and Samuel Himmerly 
are held and firmly bound unto Samuel Calland Assee Geo: Ball in the penal 
Sum of Twenty five pounds Seven shillings and Three penc Current money of 
Virginia for payment of which we bind ourselves our heirs Exor &c. firmly by 
these presents Sealed with our Seals & Dated this 15th day of July 1784 


The Condition of this obligation is such that whereas the above named Samuel 
Calland Assee Geo: Ball hath Sued out of the County Court of Bedford a writ of 
Fieri Facias against the goods and Chattles of the above bound David Wright 
upon a Judgment obtained in the Said Court which writ with the Legal Costs 
attending the Same Amounts to the Sum of Twelve pounds thirteen Shillings and 
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Seven pence half penny and whereas the Sherif of Botetourt County by Virtue of 
the Said Writ hat taken Sufficient of Estate belonging to the Said David wright as 
will Satisfy the Same and the Said David hath had the Said goods restored to 
him on Replevin. Now if the Said David orhis Security do well and Truly pay to 
the Said Samuel Assee. the afore said sum of Twelve pounds thirteen Shillings 
& Seven pence half penny within three moths and Lawful Interes from this date 
then this Obligation to be void 


Test. D Wright 

Chris Hane J. Himmerly(?)" 

On July 25, 1784, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Loose Papers a 
summons was issued against Bourne Price to answer the complaint of David Wright for 
trespass on a lease: 


"Commonwealth of Virginia &c. to the Sheriff of Bedford County, greeting: We 
command you, that you take Bourne Price if he be found within your Bailiwick, 
and him safely keep, so that you have Body before our Justices of our Court of 
our said County, at the Courthouse on the 4th Monday in next month to answer 
David Wright of a Plea of trespass on the lease Damage twenty pounds and 
have then there this Writ. Witness James Steptoe Clerk of our said Court, at the 
Courthouse, the 25th Day of July 1784 in the 9th Year of our Commonwealth 


Jas Steptoe" 


On July 29, 1784, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Loose Papers David 
Wright promised to pay £5, 6S to Jeremiah Puckit on behalf of Bejamin Griffith: 
"July the 22 1784 


To Mr. David Right Sir Please To Pay unto Jerymiah Puckit Five pound 6 
shillings and this order Shall Be your Receit for The Same and in So doing you 
will much oblige your Frend 

Benjamin Griffith 
Dait above 


| will pay the above and as soon as | Can git the Cash to pay with pr me 


D Wright 
July 29 1784" 
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On May 22, 1785, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Loose Papers a 
summons was issued against Bourne Price to answer the complaint of David Wright for 
payment of a debt of £62: 


"Commonwealth of Virginia &c to the Sheriff of Bedford County greeting: We 
command you that you take Bourne Price if he be found within your Bailiwick, 
and him safely keep, so that you have his Body before our Justices of our said 
County Court, at the Courthouse of our said County on August sixth to Answer 
David Wright Assee of Jas. Buford who is assee. of Jno. Parr of a plea of Debt 
for Sixty Two pounds Damage five pounds; and have then there this Writ. 
Witness James Steptoe Clerk of our said Court, at the said Courthouse, the 22d 
May in the Tenth Year of our Independence 


Ja. Steptoe" 


On May 23, 1785, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Loose Papers a 
summons was issued against David Wright to answer the complaint of William Mead for 
damages of £100: 


"The Commonwealth of Virginia, &c. to the Sheriff of Bedford County, greeting: 
We command you, that you take David Wright if he befound within your 
Bailiwick, and him safely keep, so that you have his Body before our Justices of 
our Court of our said County, at the Courthouse, on the 4th Monday in next 
month to answer William Mead of a Plea of Trespass on the Case Damage One 
Hundred pounds and have then there this Writ. Witness James Steptoe Clerk of 
our said Court, at the Courthouse, the 23d Day of May 85 in the ninth Year of our 
Independence 


Ja Steptoe" 


On about May 24, 1785, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Loose Papers 
John Fitzpatrick, as administrator of the estate of Richard Cundiff, filed a complaint 
against David Wright for payment of a debt of £4: 


"To the Worshipful the Court of Bedford County, John Fitzpatrick Admr of the 
Goods unadministered of Richd. Cundiff humbly showeth, That David Wright 
stands indebted to him Four pounds p Bond and refuseth Payment: Wherefore 
your Petitioner prays Judgment against him for the same, with Costs. 


And shall pray, &c." 
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On May 24, 1785, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Loose Papers a 
summons was issued against David Wright to answer the complaint of John Fitzpatrick, 
as administrator of the estate of Richard Cundiff, for payment of a debt of £4: 


"The Commonwealth of Virginia, to the Sheriff of Bedford County, greeting: We 
command you that you summon David Wright to appear before our Justices of 
our said County Court, at the Courthouse of the said County, on the 4th Monday 
in Augt. Next then and there to answer the Petition of John Fitzpatrick Admr &c 
exhibited against him and have then there this Writ. Witness Ja Steptoe Clerk of 
our said Court, at the Courthouse, the 24th Day of May 86 in the Xth Year of our 
Independence 


Ja: Steptoe" 


On July 25, 1785, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Loose Papers a 
summons was issued against David Wright to answer the complaint of Jeremiah 
Puckett: 


"George Ill, by the Grace of God of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, 
Defender of the Faith, &c. to the Sheriff of Bedford County, greeting: We 
command you that you summon David Wright to appear before our Justices of 
our said County Court, at the Courthouse of the said County, on the fourth 
Monday in August next then and there to answer the Petition of Jeremiah 
Puckett exhibited against him and have then there this Writ. Witness James 
Steptoe Clerk of our said Court, at the Courthouse, the Twenty fifth Day of July 
in the Tenth Year of our Reign. 


J. Steptoe" 


On July 26, 1785, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Loose Papers David 
Wright and Henry Buford executed their surety bond to enjoin the execution of a 
judgment against the property of David Wright: 


"Know all men by these presents that we David Wright & Henry Buford of 
Bedford County are held & firmly bound unto Alexander Banks Assee of Robert 
Cowan in the Just & full sum of Forty Eight pounds Eighteen Shillings Current 
money of Virginia to which payment well & truly to be made we bind Our selves 
Our heirs Exors Adms & Assigns Sealed with Our Seals & dated this 26th day of 
July 1785 The Condition of the above Obligation is such that whereas the 
Sheriff of Bedford County hath this day Levyed an Exec: on the Estate of David 
Wright for Twenty Four pounds Nine Shillings to Satisfy Alexander Banks Assee 
of Robert Cowan now if the sd David Wright & Henry Buford do well & truly pay 
or Cause to be paid the above sd sum to the above sd. Alexander Banks Assee 
&c in three months from this date with Lawfull Interest thereon then the above 


0099C(082105) 430. 


Obligation to be Void other wise to remain in full force power & Virtue the year & 
day above mentioned Signed & Delived in presents of me 


W Harris Dft D Wright 
Henry Buford" 


On November 29, 1785, at Bedford County, Virginia, D.B. 7/589 David Wright of 
the County of Botetourt sold two hundred acres of land in Bedford County to Edward 
Mousely: 


"This Indenture made this 29th day of November One thousand seven Hundred 
and eighty five between David Wright of the County of Botetourt of the one part 
and Edward Mousley of the County of Bedford of the other part Witnesseth that 
the said David Wright for and in Consideration of the Sum of One Hundred 
Pounds Current Money of Virginia to him in Hand paid the Receit whereoff he 
dothe hereby acknowledge hath granted bargained and sold, and by these 
presents doth grant bargain sell deliver and Confirm unto him the said Edward 
Mousley his Heirs and assigns forever One certain Tract or Parcell of Land 
situate in the County of Bedford containing two Hundred Acres be the same 
more or less lying on the Waters of Stony Fork of Goos Creek, and bounded as 
followeth (to wit) Begining at Woodsons Corner Chesnut, off eighty five Degrees 
West One hundred Poles to pointers, North fifty Degrees West One Hundred 
and Eighty Eight poles crossing Trough Branch to Readys Corner Pointers off 
the same course thirty poles to a White Oak, North forty three Degrees East One 
Hundred and eighty poles to pointers in Woodsons Line, thence along his Line 
South twenty eight Degrees East One Hundred & forty Poles to the Begining, To 
have and to hold the above granted Premises with the Reversion and 
Reversions, Remainder and Remainders and every part and parcell thereof unto 
him the said Edward Moseley, his heirs and assigns forever, and he the said 
David Wright doth Covenant grant and agree to and with the said Edward 
Moseley his Heirs and assigns that he the said David Wright and his Heirs the 
above granted Premises with every of the profit and previledges thereunto 
belonging unto him the said Edward Mousley his Heirs and assigns shall and will 
by presents warrants and forever defend. In Witness whereof the said 
David Wright hath hereunto set his Hand and affixt his seal the day and year 
above written. 


D Wright 
Memorandum - That on the day and year within written Livery and Seisin of the 
within granted Land and premises was by the within named David Wright made 
done and executed unto the within named Edward Mousley according to the 
Tenner of the within written Deed. 


D Wright 
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At a Court held for Bedford County the 29th day of November 1785. This 
Indenture together with the Memorandum of Livery of Seizen thereon Indorsed 
were acknowledged by David Wright party thereto and Ordered to be Recorded. 


Teste, | 
Ja. Steptoe C.B.C." 


In December 1785 at Campbell County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 2/172 


John Miller entered as security for the defendant in the case of David Wright v. 


Christopher Anthony: 
"David Wright Dif +) 
against ) In Case 


Christopher Anthony Dft ) 


John Miller of this County comes into Court and undertakes for the Defendant 
that in case he shall be cast in the action aforesaid, he the said Deft will satisfy 
and pay the condemnation of the Court or render his body to Prison in execution 
for the same or that he the said John Miller, will do it for him. 


And thereupon came the Parties by their Attorneys and the Defendant saving to 
himself all advantage of exception as well to the Plaintiffs Writ as to his 
Declaration Prays and has leave to Imparle til the Next Court and then to Plead." 
The 1786 Personal Property Tax List for Botetourt County, Virginia, listed 


Captain David Wright with the following household: 


Mens Names White Slaves Do 
Continued tithes Above 16 under16 Horses Cattle 
Capt David Wright 1 8 14 Uf 18 


Ordinary Stud 
Licenses Horses 


In about March 1786, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Loose Papers 


Jeremiah Puckett filed a complaint against David Wright for payment of a debt of £3, 
168: | 
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"To the Worshipful the Court of Bedford County, 


Jeremiah Puckett humbly showeth, That David Wright stands indebted to him 
three pounds Sixteen Shillings by Assumpset and refuseth Payment: Wherefore 
your Petitioner prays Judgment against him for the same, with Costs. 


And shall pray, &c." 


On April 3, 1786, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Loose Papers James 
Buford assigned a note to David Wright: 


"Bedford County January 7 1784 | Do assign the within to James Buford for 
Value Received 


James Parr 
| assign the within To David Wright 


James Buford 
april 3 1786" 


On July 22, 1786, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Loose Papers David 
Wright and George Jones executed their surety bond to enjoin the execution of a 
judgment for £17, 16S, and 3p obtained by Rebecca Dooly against David Wright: 


"Know all men by these presents that we D. Wright and George Jones are held 
and firmly bound unto Rebecca Dooly of Bedford County in the Just and full Sum 
of thirty five pounds fifteen Shillings and six pn of good and lawfull mony of 
Virginia to which payment well and truly to be made we bind our Selves and each 
of our heirs Excutors and admrs or assys. unto Rebecca Dooly his heir 
Executors addmr. and assngs. it being for Value Red. Given under our hands 
and Seal this 22th day of July 1786 


The Condition of the above obligation is Such that where as Rebecca Dooly hath 
levied an Execution on the goods and Chattels of the above Named David 
Wright for the Sum of Seventeen Pound sixteen Shillings and three pence now 
the Said Wright hath tendered the above named George Jones as Security for 
the payment of the aforesaid Sum of Seventeen pounds sixteen Shillings and 
three pens now if the sd. wright or his scrty shall pay or cause to be paid within 
three month and lawfull In trust for the same then this obligation to be Void and 
of none Effect otherwise to remain in force 


Test D Wright 
Tho M George | George Jones" 
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On December 10, 1786, at Bedford County, Virginia, D.B. 7/673 David Wright of 
the County of Botetourt sold a further 500 acres of land to Jane Ferrall: 


"This Indenture made this 10th day of December One thousand Seven Hundred 
& eighty Six between David Wright of the County of Botetourt of the one part & 
Jane Ferrall of the County of Bedford of the other part Witnesseth that the said 
David Wright for and in Consideration of the Sum of Fifty Pounds Current Money 
to him in Hand paid by the said Jane Ferrill hath bargained & Sold & by these 
presents doth grant bargain & Sell unto the said Jane Ferrall one certain Tract or 
parcel of Land in Bedford County on Stony Fork of Goose Creek Begining at 
Callaways Now Cundiffs corner white Oak on Shoulder Camp Creek along his 
Line West One Hundred poles to his Corner red Oak South seventy eight 
degrees West eighty poles to his Corner red Oak South fifty Degrees West One 
Hundred & twelve poles to his Corner Red Oak thence along George Waltons 
Line south twenty Six degrees west crossing Stony Fork Six hundred & sixty 
eight poles to his & Boards Corner Red Oak, along Boards Line south Sixty five 
Degrees East Two Hundred poles to three Chesnuts, thence along William 
Boards line North sixteen Degrees East two Hundred & thirty Six poles to a 
White Oak, North forty Degrees East Seventy eight poles to a Chesnut, North 
fifty five Degrees West forty two poles to a Chesnut, North thirty Degrees East 
fifty poles to a red Oak East thirty poles to a red Oak, South seventy Degrees 
East Sixty eight poles to a white Oak, North Seventy five Degrees East Eighty 
two poles to a red Oak in Yates's Line along his line North Ten Degrees West 
Ninety four poles to a Maple on Stony Fork, North Sixty five Degrees East sixty 
eight poles to a small Hiccory, North twenty five Degrees East One Hundred & 
thirty poles to a Peach on a Branch North Sixty five Degrees East eighty four 
poles to a white Oak, Jonathan Prathers Corner, along his Lines North ten 
Degrees East Ninety poles to a red Oak, North Sixty four Degrees East One 
Hundred and fifty eight poles to the said Shoulder Camp Creek and up as it 
Meanders to the Begining Containg Five hundred acres with all its 
appurtenances To have & to hold the said Tract or parcel of Land with its 
appurtenances unto the said Jane Ferrall and her Heirs forever and the said 
David Wright and his Heirs the said Tract or parcel of Land with its 
appurtenances unto the said Jane Ferrill & her Heirs or Assigns will forever 
warrant & Defend. In Witness whereof the said David Wright hath hereunto 
Subscribed his Name & affixed his Seal the day and year above written. 


In presence of | David Wright 
John Leftwich 

Wm. Campbell 

James Brown 
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At a Court held for Bedford County January 22d. 1787. 


This Indenture was proved by the Oath of John Leftwich, William Campbell & 
James Brown, Witnesses thereto Subscribed & Ordered to be recorded. 


Teste, 
Ja. Steptoe C.B.C." 


On December 20, 1786, at Bedford County, Virginia, D.B. 7/674 David Wright of 
Botetourt County sold 590 acres of land to David Pagan: 


"This Indenture made this 20th day of December One thousand Seven Hundred 
and eighty six between David Wright of the County of Botetourt & David Pagan 
of the County of of the other part Witnesseth that the said David Wright 
for and in Consideration of the sum of Fifty pounds Current money of Virginia to 
him in hand paid the receipt whereof he doth hereby acknowledge hath 
bargained & sold and by these presents doth grant bargain sell and confirm unto 
the said David Pagan One Certain Tract or parcel of Land in the County of 
Bedford on Trough branch a South Fork of Stony Fork of Goose Creek 
containing Five Hundred and ninety acres. Begining at Waltons Corner in 
Yates's Line thence on Yates's Line South ten Degrees East Forty four poles to 
his Corner red oak, South twenty Degrees West eighty six poles to a Chesnut, 
west one Hundred and ninety eight poles to Boards Corner Dogwood, thence 
along Boards Line South thirty Degrees East eighty six poles to his corner 
Hiccory, South thirty Degrees West one Hundred & sixty poles to a Chesnut in 
John Boards Line along his Lines north Sixty eight Degrees East thirty four poles 
to three Sorrells, South seventy five Degrees East Two hundred & twenty poles 
to a white oak, off north Sixty eight Degrees East One Hundred & twenty eight 
poles to Corner Pointers, thence on Edward Mosezkeys Lines north fifty Degrees 
west thirty poles to his Corner white oak, north forty three Degrees East one 
Hundred & eighty poles to Pointers in Woodsons Lines, thence on Woodsons 
Line north seventy eight Degrees west Two Hundred poles to Neathers(?) 
Corner red oak and along his lines west one Hundred & ten poles to the 
Begining, together with all its appurtenances to have & to hold the said Tract or 
parcel of land with its appurtenances unto the said David Pagan and his Heirs 
forever and the said David Wright and his Heirs the said Tract or parcel of land 
with its appurtenances unto the said David Pagan and his Heirs or assigns will 
forever warrant & Defend In witness whereof the said hath hereunto subscribed 
his name and affixed his deal the day and year above written. 


In presence of ) 
John Leftwich ) 
William Campbell _ ) 
James Brown. ) 


D. Wright 
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At a Court held for Bedford County the 22d day of January 1787 This Indenture 
was proved by the Oath of John Leftwich William Campbell & James Brown 
witnesses thereto subscribed & ordered to be recorded. 


Ja. Steptoe C.B.C." 


After 1786 David Wright was not listed on the Botetourt County, Virginia, 
Personal Property Tax Lists. 

On February 6, 1787, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Loose Papers 
William McLenahan filed an affidavit that he served a notice of filing of a judgment in 
favor of Rebecca Dooley: 

"Botetourt Sct 


This day Came Thos. M. George before me a Justice of the peace for Said 
County and made oath that he gave Capt. David Wright legal notice to the 
Ensuing February Bedford Court that if the money is not paid on Rebecca 
Dooley's replevy Bond against Said, Wright by the above mentioned Court there 
would be Judgmt on the Said Replevy bond Certifyd before me this sixth day of 
Feby. 1787 


Wm Mclenahan" 


On July 20, 1787, at Bedford County, Virginia, D.B. 8/1 David Wright of Sullivan 
County, North Carolina, sold 1750 acres of land: 


"This Indenture made this 20th day of July in the year of our Lord One thousand 
seven hundred and eighty seven between David Wright of the County of Sullivan 
& State of North Carolina of the one part & James Buford of the County of 
Bedford & State of Virginia of the other part Witnesseth, that the said David 
Wright for and in Consideration of the just & full sum of seven hundred & fifty 
pounds Current money of Virginia the receipt whereof he doth hereby 
acknowledge hath bargained & sold and by these presents do grant bargain sell 
alien Enfoef & confirm unto the said James Buford his Heirs & assigns forever 
one certain Tract or parcel of Land Scituate in the County of Bedford afd on both 
sides of Little Otter river and bounded by Edward McCraws Land Benjamin 
Easties's Land William Boothes Land and the Land formerly Blackbourn's, 
Dudley Rountrees(?) Land John Galloways Land, Joseph Fuqua's Land, 
Quarles's Land John Talbots Land & Robert Boggss Land, the same containing 
by estimation one thousand seven hundred & fifty acres be the same more or 
less together with the priviledges & appurtenances thereunto belonging to have 
and to hold the above sold land and premises with their & every of their 
appurtenances unto the said James Buford his Heirs and assigns forever & the 
said said David Wright for himself and his Heirs doth Covenant grant & agree to 
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and with the said James Buford & his Heirs that he the said David Wright & his 
Heirs the said Lands & premises unto the said James Buford & his Heirs and 
assigns shall and will warrant and forever defend, In witness whereof he the said 
David Wright hath hereunto set his hand & Seal the day & year above written. 


sealed & Delivered ) D Wright 
in the presence of _) 

Joham Talbot 

Wm Campbell 

Wm Hodges 


Memorandum, that on the day & year within written Livery of Seisin of the within 
Land and premises was given made done and executed by the within named 
David Wright to the within named James Buford according to the tenor & Effect 
of the within Deed. 


Witnesses. D Wright 
Isham Talbot 

Wm. Campbell 

Wm. Hodges. 


At a Court held for Bedford County the 27th day of August 1787 This Indenture 
together with the memorandum of Livery of Seisin thereon Indorsed were proved 
by the oath of Isham Talbot, William Campbell & William Hodges witnesses 
thereto & ordered to be recorded 


Teste Ja: Steptoe C.B.C." 


On August 9, 1788, at Botetourt County, Virginia, D.B. 4/64 David Wright, late of 
Botetourt County, granted a power of attorney to Alexander Baine. 


"Know all Men by these Presents that | David Wright late of Botetourt County in 
Virginia for Sundry good Causes and Considerations hath made constituted & 
appointed and by these Presents do make constitute and appoint Alexander 
Baine of the said County of Botetourt & Commonwealth of Virginia aforesaid, my 
true and lawfull Attorney investing him the said Alexander Baine and giving to 
him all my Rights, Powers and Authorities that | am myself posessed of either by 
law or Equity and fully empowering him the said Alexr Baine to pursue such legal 
or equitable Measures as he shall think will be best and most proper to settle my 
affairs and accounts and agreements with Mr. William Watts of the said County 
& Commonwealth concerning the Tract or Parcell of land near the great Lick in 
said Coy: which | sold to him together with the Corn Stock of Cattle, Hoggs, 
Foder, and all the other Articles which | also sold to him or any otheir accounts 
between the said Watts and me, | hereby authorise and empower the said 
Alexander Baine in as full and ample a maner as | possiblie could do myself 
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were | to be present, to settle with the said Mr. William Watts for all my 
transactions on accounts with him relative to the said land and other property 
which | sold to him, and | hereby impower and authorise the said Alexander 
Baine to recieve the whole money that shall be due to me upon the Settlement 
that he shall make with the said William Watts of my affairs, and to grant a clear 
full and ample discharge for the same unto the said William Watts his Heirs 
Exors and Admrs against any further demands from the said David Wright or my 
heirs, Exors. or Admrs. or any other Person whomsoever and | farther impower 
the said Alexander Baine with all the Powers Rights and Authorities that | am 
posessed of that when he shall recieve from the said William Watts the Money 
that shall be due upon a settlement with him to make a Title by Deed of 
Conveyance and general warranty with all and singular the Rights & 
appurtenances belonging to the said land unto the said William Watts his heirs 
or assigns forever against the Claim of myself my heirs Exors or Admrs for ever 
and against the Claims of every other person whomsoever and | do hereby there 
present covenant promise and agree for myself my heirs Exors & Admrs to 
warrant and for ever defend all the Settlement of account or other transactions, 
such as making a title to Mr. William Watts for the aforesaid land receiving the 
money due to me and granting a discharge for the Same, and any other act or 
thing transacted by my said Attorny relative to the Affairs above mentioned, to 
abide by be satisfied with & acquite & for ever exonerate and for ever defend my 
said Attorney his heirs &c for all his legal transactions concerning the Business 
aforesaid. In witness whereof | have hereunto set my hand and Seal this ninth 
day of August in the year of our Lord Seventeen hundred & eighty eight 


Sealed & delivered ) D Wright 
in presence of ) 

Thos Madison 

Agatha Madison 

Wm Ls Lovely 


At a Court continued & held for Botetourt County the 13th day of November 1788 
The within Power of Attorney was proven by William Lewis Lovely, one of the 
witnesses thereto, and at another Court held for the said County the 9th day of 
December 1/788 the Same was proven by the Oath of Thomas Madison another 
witness thereto and thereupon ordered to Record. 


Teste 
C.B.C." 


On September 15, 1788, at Botetourt County, Virginia, D.B. 4/65 David Wright, 
late of Botetourt County, executed a deed of trust in favor of Alexander Baine and 


Thomas Lewis as to 346 acres of land then in the possession of William Watts to 
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secure Alexander Baine as to a debt due to him and to secure Alexander Baine and 
Thomas Lewis as sureties on a bond executed by David Wright: 


"This Indenture made on this fifteenth day of September in the year of Christ one 
thousand Seven hundred and eighty eight between David Wright late of 
Botetourt County and Commonwealth of Virginia of the one Part and Alexander 
Baine of the said County and Commonwealth of the other Part, Witnesseth, that 
whereas the said David Wright by an agreement in writing bargained and sold to 
William Watts Esaqr. late of Prince Edwd. County a certain Tract or Parcell of land 
lying and being in Botetourt County in the fork where Roan Oke River and Tinker 
Creek meets and for which the said William Watts hath paid to the said David 
Wright or to his orders the Sum of two hundred and two Pounds Current Money 
of Virginia in Cash as Part of the purchase Money of the said land, but there 
being various differences & disputes between the Parties concerning the number 
of Acres of the said land which the said David Wright ought to make the said 
William Watts a title to in fee Simple and also concerning the payments to be 
made for the Remainder of the purchase money to the said David Wright by the 
said William Watts, and for all these disputes and differences a Suit in Chancery 
is now depending in Botetourt County Court, and to put an end to which and all 
maner of Controversy concerning the said land and the further Payments that 
are to be made by the said William Watts for the Remainder of the purchase 
Money, both Parties have agreed to cancell and render null and void the said 
written Agreement for the Sale and Payements to be made for the said land 
which is now in the Possession and occupied by the said William Watts, and 
which he is to deliver up and allow a reasonable Rent for the time he has been in 
possession of it, upon being paid back the said Sum of two hundred & two 
pounds with the Interest due thereon, And for the payment of which the said land 
shall still be liable untill the Said Sum shall be fully discharged and paid, and the 
said David Wright for and in Consideration of the said Sum of Two hundred and 
two pounds Currt Money of Virginia besides intrest which he is justly indebted to 
William Watts Esqr. and also for and in Consideration of the Sum of Ninety five 
pounds Seventeen Shillings and nine Pence like Money besides the Intrest that 
is due thereon, which he is justly indebted to Alexander Baine and honestly 
desires to secure and pay the said debts, and also for and in Consideration of 
the said Alexander Baine and Colo. Thomas Lewis of Greenbrier County, 
Becomming Securitys for the said David Wright to Nathaniel Evance in a Bond 
for eight hundred & fifty pounds Current money of Virginia and he the said David 
Wright honestly desire to indemnify and secure the said Alexander Baine and 
Thomas Lewis for any Ballance that may be due and unpaid of the said Bond 
from comming against them, and for and in Consideration of the farther Sum of 
five shillings like Money to the said David Wright in hand paid by the said 
Alexander Baine at or before the Sealing and delivery of these Presents, the 
Recept whereof he the said David Wright doth hereby acknowledge and thereof 
and of every Part thereof do exonerate & discharge the said Alexander Baine, 
his heirs, Executors and Administrators, he the said David Wright hath granted 
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bargained and sold and confirmed and by these Presents do grant bargain sell 
and confirm unto the said Alexander Baine his heirs and Assigns for ever, one 
certain Tract or Parcell of land and Plantation lying and being in the fork where 
Roan Oke River and Tinker Creek meets in Botetourt County, and bounded by 
the said River & Creek, & the lands of Thomas Madison, Jonathan Tosh & 
William Campbell, patented by Simon Akers and contains by the said Patent two 
hundred and fourty Acres, but by a late Survey by the Courses & Corners 
discribed in the patent contains, Three hundred and fourty Six Acres or there 
abouts, be the Same more or less, and is the same Tract or Parcell of land and 
Plantation before mentioned to be at present in the Possession and occupied by 
William Watts Esaqr with all the appurtenances belonging or in any wise 
appertaining to the Premises hereby granted or intended to be granted and the 
Reversions, Remainders, and all Services and Benefits of the said land and 
Premises, and all his Right, Claims & Intrest relating to the Same, To have and 
to hold the said Tract or Parcell of land and Plantation and all and singular the 
other Premises unto the said Alexander Baine his heirs & assigns forever to the 
only proper Use and behoof of him the said Alexander Baine his heirs and 
assigns for ever. And the said David Wright do hereby grant for himself and his 
heirs that he the said David Wright and his Heirs and every of them, shall and 
will warrant and for ever defend the said land or Parcell of land and Plantation 
and other Premises, and every Part and Article thereof with all and Singular the 
Rights and appurtenances, unto the said Alexander Baine his Heirs and Assigns 
for ever, against them the said David Wright and his heirs and every of them, 
and against every other person whomsoever, Upon trust nevertheless, the said 
Alexander Baine, his Heirs, Executors, administrators or Assigns shall (after the 
Ballance of the said Bond of David Wright to Nathaniel Evance for eight hundred 
and fifty pounds money aforesaid, shall be ascertained and to which Bond the 
said Alexander Baine and Thomas Lewis are Securitys, for the payment thereof) 
as soon as the said Alexander Baine, his heirs, Executors, Administrators or 
Assigns shall think proper, or the said David Wright shall request (which ever of 
the two Circumstances shall first happen) Sell for the best price that can be 
gotten after giving ten days publick notice, the said land and Premises, and out 
of the money arising from such Sale, discharge pay and satisfie to the said 
William Watts Esaqr. the aforesaid Sum of two hundred and two Pounds with the 
lawfull Intrest that shall be due thereon and also to discharge pay and satisfy to © 
the said Alexander Baine the aforesaid Sum of Ninety five pounds Seventeen 
Shillings & nine pence with the Intrest that shall be due thereon, and also to 
discharge pay & satisfy out of the Remainder of the Money arising from such 
Sale (or so far as it will goe) to the Representitive of Nathance Evance now 
deceased for any Ballance that shall be due and unpaid of the said Bond granted 
to the said Nathaniel Evance by the said David Wright and for which the said 
Alexander Baine & Thomas Lewis are his Securitys for the Payment thereof, and 
in case of a deficiency from the Sale of the land aforesaid so that the Ballance 
due upon the said Bond cannot be fully satisfyed, these such deficiency shall be 
made up from the Sale of the said David Wrights property in another Deed of 
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trust made over to the said Alexander Baine, untill the said Ballance due upon 
the said Bond, shall be fully discharged paid and satisfy'd and the said Alexander 
Bain & Thomas Lewis was fully indemnified and cleared of every demand 
comming against them as being the said David Wright's Securitys in the said 
Bond, and if any overpluss shall remain from such Sales, after all the said 
Alexander Baine's necessary expences that will attend the transacting the 
Business aforesaid is deducted that the said Alexander Baine his Heirs 
Executors Administrators or Assigns shall pay or cause to be paid to the said 

~ David Wright his heirs Executors or Administrators, or to his order, and lastly the 
said David Wright by these Presents do Covenant promise and agree to and with 
the said Alexander Baine that he the said David Wright for and on behalf of 
himself his heirs Executors, Administrators, or Assigns, that he the said David 
Wright and his heirs &c and every of them shall and will abide by, warrant & 
forever defend and confirm by any farther reasonable Conveyances and titles 
that are requisite all the legal acts and transactions of the said Alexander Baine 
by virtue of this Indenture and In witness whereof the said David Wright hath 
hereunto set his hand and Seal the day and year before written 


Sealed and delivered ) D Wright 
in presence of ) 

J Hawkins 

Wm L Lovely 

Thos Madison 


At a Court continued and held for Botetourt County the 13th day of November 
1788 This Indenture of Trust was proven by the Oath of William Lewis Lovely 
One of the witnesses thereto, And at another Court held for the County aforesaid 
the 9th day of December 1788 The Same was proven by the Oaths of Thomas 
Madison and John Hawkins two other witnesses thereto & thereupon order to 
Record. 


Teste 
H Bowyer C.B.C." 


On July 23, 1789, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Loose Papers David 
Wright assigned a judgment due him to Leftwich Callaway & Lumpkin: 


"North Carolina Irelevair(?) County 
July 23 1789 


Sir 


Leftwich Callaway & Lumpkin are to have the Benefit of my Judgment in Bedford 
Court against Bourne Price &c you'll therefore make such endorsements &c as 
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will entititle them to the same after giving the Credite mentioned in my order in 
favour of Thos Sumpkin on Bourne Price. | am yours &c 


To The Clerk of ) D Wright 
Bedford Court ) 

Test 

Dudley Kowrtee" 


This record indicates that on July 23, 1789, David Wright was in North Carolina and 
probably Iredell County. 

On October 16, 1789, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Loose Papers 
an execution was issued against Bourne Price to enforce the judgment obtained 
against them by David Wright: 


"The Common Wealth of Virginia to the sheriff Bedford County Greeting: 
Whereas David Wright Assee of James Buford who was Assee of John Parr at a 
Court heid for the said County before the Justices of our said Court the __ day of 
November 1786 had recovered against Bourne Price & Henry Buford Security for 
his appearance Sixty two pounds to be discharged by the paiment of Thirty One 
pounds with legal Interest thereon from 27th Decemr. 1783 also 151 Ib Tobo. & 
16/6 as well for Debt as his Cost by him about his Suit in that behalf expended 
where of they are Convict as appears to us of Record: Nevertheless Execution 
of the said Judgment still remains to be made as by the Insinuation of the said 
David Wright Assee &c we are informed, & because those things which in our 
said Court are rightly done, we would have put in execution: Therefore we 
command you that by good & Lawful men of your Bailiwick you make Known to 
the said Bourne Price & Henry Buford Security for his appearance that they be 
before the Justices of our Court of our said County at the Court house on the 4th 
monday in Novemr. next to shew if anything they have or can say why the said 
David Wright Assee &c Execution against them of the Judgment aforesaid ought 
not to have if to them... . it seems expedient & have then there the names of 
those by whom you shall so make known & this Writ. Witness James Steptoe 
Clerk of our said Court at the Courthouse the 16th day of Octr. 1789 in the XIVth 
year of the Common Wealth. 


James Steptoe 
Cr directed for about £6.0.0 By Harkness" 


On October 1, 1790, at Sullivan County, Tennessee, D.B. 2/434, David Wright of 
Sullivan County, State of Franklin, in satisfaction of a judgment obtained against him by 


Alexander Baine in Botetourt County, Virginia, sold certain slaves to Alexander Baine, 
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including Dina and Molly, then in the possession of his son David in the County of 


Kentucky: 


"This Indenture, made this 1st day of October, in the year of our Lord 1790, 
between David Wright of the County of Sullivan & new State of Franklin of the 
one part, and Alexander Baine of the State of Virginia of the other part; 
Witnesseth that the sd. David Wright hath bargained & sold & by these presents 
unto the sd. Alexander Baine, his heirs & assigns, for and in consideration of 
securing & fully discharging the sums and interest hereafter mentioned; Viz: 
Ninety five pounds Seventeen Shillings nine pence Virginia Money, bearing 
interest from 1st of April, 1784, and a further sum of Twenty one pounds thirteen 
Shillings, like money, bearing interest from the 15th June, 1789, which same is 
justly indebted unto the said Alex Baine in a Bond granted to himself and as 
assigns of John Oty for a judgment which he obtained against me in Bottetourt 
Court & to secure & indemnify the sd. Alex Baine & Col. Thomas Lewis from any 
demands coming against either of them for being my security in a Bond granted 
to Nathaniel Evans for Eight Hundred and Fifty Pounds, Virginia Money or any 
balance that may be found to be due upon the sd. Bond & more particularly for 
the further consideration of the sum of Five Shillings like money to the sd. David 
Wright in hand paid by the sd. Alex Baine on and before the sealing & delivery of 
these presents, the receipt of which he doth hereby acknowledge, he the sd 
David Wright hath bargained & sold & by these presents doth bargain & sell unto 
the sd. Alex Baine as aforesaid, the following Fifteen Slaves; Viz: Milly, Anny, 
Abram, Ichum, Sampson, Synthia, Sylvia, Dorton & Lutice, which are now in the 
possession of the sd. David Wright, also Dina, Molly, Bristol & Hannah in the 
possession of his son David Wright in the County of Kentucky & Dilce & Selia in 
the possession of Tully Craig of Kentucky, to have and to hold the sd. fifteen 
slaves & all their increase unto the sd. Alex Baine, his heirs & assigns, forever, 
which slaves & which slaves & their increase the sd. David Wright for himself & 
heirs & every of them shall & will warrant & forever defend with the sd. Alex 
Baine, his heirs & assigns forever against the claim of every person whatsoever, 
upon trust, nevertheless the sd. Alex Baine, his heirs, Exec. Admns or assigns, 
shall or may as they think fit on the sd. David Wright, shall request sale for the 
best price that can be gotten after giving him ten days Public Notice, the 
aforesaid fifteen slaves, with their increase, or so many of them as shall be 
sufficient to discharge, pay & satisfy the sd. Alex Baine, the above mentioned 
sums, with interest & damage or loss, or any balance that may be due of the 
above sums after the sale of a tract of land in the fork of Rone & Oak River & 
Linkous Creek, made over by the sd. David Wright to the sd. Alex Baine by a 
deed of trust upon record in Bottetourt County Court authorizing the sd. Baine, 
his heirs or assigns to sell & dispose of the sd. tract of land & premises for to 
answer the purposes of aforesaid so far as the sale amounts to & lastly the sd. 
David Wright covenants & agrees to & with the sd. Alex Baine, his heirs & 
assigns that none of the before mentioned Slaves shall be removed from their 
present place of residence before his debts aforesaid are fully satisfied & the sd. 
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Alex Baine & Thomas Lewis fully acquitted from their engagement for the sd. 
Wright unto Nathaniel Evans in Witness Whereof the sd. David Wright hath 
hereunto set his hand and affixed his seal the day & year above written. 


Signed, sealed & delivered D. Wright 
In presents of: 

Walter King 

William Pastures 

Meriwether Smith 


Sullivan County, December Session, 1790 first day of Sess, the within deed of 
trust from David Wright to Alex Baine and Thomas Lewis was acknowledged by 
David Wright. 


Test: Matthew Rhea, C.S.C." 

Jan. 12, 1791, 

then Reg. 
In his will 1779 John Wright left to David Wright "my Negro woman nam'd Dinah to him 
& his heirs for ever, also her child Molley". While it is possible that the two slaves Dina 
and Molly named in Sullivan County Deed 2/434 just happened to have the same 
names as the two slaves given by 1779 John Wright in his Will to his son David Wright, 
| think such a result improbable and that instead these slaves are the link which 
identifies this Bedford County/Botetourt County/Sullivan County David Wright as the 
son of 1779 John Wright of Prince Edward County. 

In October 1791 at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 10/117 
Ann Wright, as executor of the will of Richard Turner, obtained an injunction against 
further proceedings by Robert Williams on a judgment obtained by him against the 
estate pending further hearings on the matter: 


"On the Motion of Ann Wright late Ann Turner Exx. &c of Richard Turner 
deceased by her Atto. An Injunction is granted her to Stay further proceedings on 
a Judgmt obtained against same by Robert Williams ‘til the matter thereof can be 
heard on a Bill now filed who gave Bond & Secy. accg. to Law" 

The 1793 Personal Property Tax List for Bedford County, Virginia, listed Nancy 


Wright with the following household on July 6: 
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No Bs. 
Tithes over 12 Horses 


July 6 Nancy Wright 1 


C. O. B. No. Rates of 
Wheels License Tables studs Covering 


The Virginia Genealogist, Vol. 22, No. 1, page 27, listed the following entry from 
a report of Christopher Clark dated June 24, 1801, regarding British mercantile claims 
after the Revolutionary War: 


"David Wright. £81.8.2 signed settlement, Bedford Store. Dead and insolvent; 
was able to pay in 1783." 


This record indicates that David Wright had died before June 24, 1801. 

On April 12, 1814, at Sullivan County, Tennessee, D.B. 6/429 of "Larkin 
Cleveland and Fanny Cleveland, wife of the said Larkin, formerly Fanny Wright, and 
daughter of David Wright, decsd., both of the County of Giles and State of Tennessee" 
gave to their "daughter Lucinda Lester, wife of German Lester" of Giles County, 
Tennessee, all of their right and title "to the Estate of David Wright, decsd., Father of 
the said Fanny, who formerly resided near the Iron Works on the north fork of Holston 
River, East Tennessee": 


"Know all men by these presents that we Larkin Cleveland and Fanny Cleveland 
(Wife the said Larkin formerly Fanny Wright and Daughter of David Wright 
decsd) both of the County of Giles and State of Tennessee for and in 
consideration of the natural love and affection which we bear towards our 
Daughter Lucinda Lester wife of German Lester of the county and State 
aforesaid and for and in consideration of our love and affection toward the said 
German Lester our Son in law as aforesaid have Given and granted & by these 
presents do__ grant unto the said German Lester and his heirs forever all 
their right and title which we have in and to the Estate of David Wright decd 
father of the said Fanny who formerly resided near the Iron Works on the North 
fork of _—sRiver East Tennessee 


To Have and to hold the aforesaid Right and title to the aforesaid Estate to him 
the said German Lester his heirs &c forever and we the said Larkin Cleveland 
and Fanny Cleveland hereby Bind ourselves our heirs &c to warrant and forever 
defend the right and title to the aforesaid Estate free from the Claim or Claims of 
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our selves our heirs &c In Testimony whereof we hereunto set our hands & Seals 
this 12th day of April 1814 


Test. Larkin Cleveland 

Samuel Jones his 

Jas Reid faney X Cleveland 
mark 


State of Tennessee 


Giles Circuit Court April Term 1814 The within Deed of Gift from Larkin 
Cleveland and Fanney his Wife to German Lester was produced in open Court at 
said Term and proven to be the Act and Deed of the said Larkin Cleveland and 
Fanny his wife by the oaths of Samuel Jones and James Read The Subscribing 
Witnesses thereto and the said Fanny Cleveland appeared in Court at said Term 
and being Examined privily and apart from her husband to making the Execution 
of this Deed saith that she Executed the same freely and voluntarily and without 
the constraint or Improper interference of her husband and was therefore | 
ordered to be certified for Registration. | James Berry Clerk of said Court do 
hereby certify that the foregoing is a true Copy of the order made at Giles Circuit 
Court at April Term 1814 In Testimoney whereof | have hereunto set my hand 
and affixed my private seal (thre being no seal of office) this 16th day of april 
1814 | 


James Berry C.G.C.C. 
State of Tennessee to wit 


| Thomas Stuart one of the Judges of the Circuit Court for the State of 
Tennessee now by Law presiding in the fifth Circuit which Includes the Circuit 
Court of Giles County do hereby certify that James Berry who has given the 
above attestation is Clerk of the Circuit Court of Giles County and that due faith 
and Credit is due to his Official acts and that the above attestation of said James 
Berry is in due form. In Testimoney whereof | have hereunto set my hand and 
affixed my seal this 16th day of April in the year 1874. 


(Reg 18th July 1814) Thomas Stuart" 


This record identifies the Fanny Wright who married Larkin Cleveland in Bedford 
County, Virginia, in 1773 as David Wright's daughter and indicates that David Wright 
had died before April 12, 1814. 

On March 2, 1816, at Floyd County, Virginia, D.B. A/381 Alexander Dunbar and 


John McConnell of the first part and David Hamilton, Thomas Hamilton and Stephen 
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Hamilton of the second part, all of Floyd County, Kentucky, entered into an agreement 
that the first parties would try to collect from the estate of David Wright, late of the state 
of Tennessee, deceased, as much of the estate as the second parties were entitled to 
as heirs of David Wright: 


“This Article of agreement made and entered into this second day of March, A.D. 
1816, between Alexander Dunbar and John M. McConnell of the County of Floyd 
and State of Kentucky, of the first part and David Hamilton, Thomas Hamilton 
and Stephen Hamilton of the County and State aforesaid of the second part, 


Witnesseth: That the said parties of the first part doth hereby bind themselves to 
use every reasonable and laudable measure in their power to settle and collect 
all or so much of the estate of David Wright late of the State of Tennessee decd., 
as the said parties of the second part may be entitled to as heirs at law of of the 
aforesaid David Wright, decd. for which the purpose said parties of the second 
part have this day executed thir lawful power of Attorney giving them the said 
parties of the first part full power to collect the same which will be better 
understood reference thereunto being had the said parties of the first part are to 
attend the collection and settling of the said estate as well as traveling to and 
from their place of residence to the said State of Tennessee at their own proper 
costs and charges and also to prosecute all suits relative to the same at their 
own proper expence, but the said parties of the first part are no bound to 
commence or prosecute after it is commenced any suit or suits in law or equity 
for the recovery aforesaid, estate, or any part thereof other than such as to them 
or either of them from the circumstances attending the same promise success in 
the result and the whole business of commencing or prosecuting suits shall be at 
the election of the said parties of the first part or either of them upon advising 

_ themselves of the promises and may compromise the same at pleasure for and 
in consideration of the above obligation we the said parties of the second part do 
bind ourselves our heirs &c firmly by these presents to allow the said parties of 
the first part to retain as a compensation for their services, and a renumeration 
for their costs and expenditures in their behalf expended one half of all monies or 
property whether personal or real which may arise accrue, proceed from or be 
recovered whether by suit, compromise, or otherwise out of said estate or any 
part thereof and should they not retain the same but should such estate or any 
part thereof come by any means fall into our hands over and above the one half 
which we reserve to ourselves we hereby bind ourselves our heirs executors and 
admin. firmly by these presents to pay over to the said parties of the first part all 
such sums of money or other property whether personal or real or to their agents 
legally demanding the same. In witness whereof the said parties to these 
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presents do hereunto set our hands and affix our seals this day and year first 
above written. 


Sealed, signed and acknowl- Alexander Dunbar 
edged in presence of: John M. McConnell 
Wm. J. Mayo, C.F.C.C. David Hamilton 


Thomas Hamilton 
Stephen Hamilton 


Floyd County Court Clerk’s Office 16th March, 1816. 


|, William James Mayo, Clerk of the Court for the County aforesaid do hereby 
certify that the within article of agreement was this day acknowledged before me 
by the subscribing parties thereto to be their act and deed respectively and that 
the same is duly recorded in my office according to law. 


Teste: 
Wm. J. Mayo, C.F.C.C.” 


This document identifies the Elizabeth Wright who married Thomas Hamilton as a 
relative of David Wright, Sr. Originally, Elizabeth (Wright) Hamilton was thought to be 
the daughter of 1779 John Wright of Prince Edward County named in his will. 
However, for David, Thomas, and Stephen Hamilton to be heirs of David Wright, it is 
more probable that Elizabeth (Wright) Hamilton was a daughter of David Wright, Sr., 
than the daughter of 1779 John Wright of Prince Edward County. 


Descendants of Jane Taliafero Craig, by Henry LaVerd Craig, stated at page 30 
as follows: 


"Toliver Craig (son of Toliver Craig, Jr. and Elizabeth Johnson) was born in 
Orange County, Virginia, July 10, 1764. He died in Scott County, Kentucky, 
probably in 1825. Scott County records were destroyed by fire and no will of 
Toliver Craig has been found. He married Patsey Wright July 18, 1787, in what 
was then Fayette County, Virginia, but is now Kentucky. Early Fayette County 
records have also been destroyed by fire and the marriage date is from family 
records. Patsey Wright was born September 24, 1768, presumably in Virginia; 
she died March 22, 1823 in Scott County, Kentucky. The only information about 
her family is a brief item in the autobiography written by her husband: 


"My intended father-in-law, David Wright, intending to remove from 
Virginia to Kentucky, being destitute of any white family but the one 
daughter, and a son and wife who preferred staying in Virginia with his 
children, who all had families. Mr. Wright had a son who lived in Kentucky 
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to whom he committed the charge of his black people and started them 
for Kentucky. 


The old gentleman stayed behind to settle some business. His son 
marched his negroes as far as the Holston, hired them out, or rented a 
plantation, left them, and went on home... . Mr. Wright came on to the 
Holston and there stayed three or four years and died." 


Judging from the name "David Wright", Mr. Wright was probably of Welsh 
origin. 


Toliver Craig farmed in Kentucky in several localities, but most of the time in 
scott County, near Stamping Ground, as he and his wife were members of the 
Stamping Ground Church for many years. About 1800 he moved to southern 
Kentucky, near Scottsville in then Warren County, now Allen County, where he 
farmed for five years and then returned to Scott County. While in Warren 
County he and his wife joined the Baptist Church and were baptized by Joseph 
Logan. The records of the Bethlehem Church, first called "Upper Difficult" and 
located a few mile north of Scottsville, and other records of a Toliver Craig in that 
locality pertain to him. 


(My father told me that when he was a boy he hear his elders say that about 
1820 his great grandfather, the Toliver Craig of this sketch, went to Callaway 
County, Missouri, and bought land for all of his children, but never moved there 
himself. About 1819 Callaway County was the focus of a land boom that brought 
in a large number of settlers. HLC.) 


The names of the children of Toliver Craig and Patsey Wright, as given below, 
are from family Bibles. Correspondence with widely separated families among 
their descendants has brought surprisingly similar information from all of them. 


1: Elizabeth, born May 12, 1788. She was unmarried in 1823. 


Zz. Mary, born September 28, 1789; died September 10, 1815, married 
Taverner Branham. 


3. Larkin, born August 27, 1791. He married Frances Anna Ficklin in 
Callaway County, Missouri, June 7, 1831. She was a daughter of John Herndon 
Ficklin whose family came to Kentucky from Spotsylvania County, Virginia. 

John H. Ficklin served as a private in the War of 1812, was with Col. Richard M. 
Johnson in the invasion of Canada, and was in the Battle of the Thames. 


4. Pamelia, Born February 27, 1793; died November 26, 1822. She married 
Berrywick Johnston January 29, 1821, who died soon after their marriage. 
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oe Catherine, born February 10, 1795. She married, 1st, Levi Craig, 
August 29, 1811. He drowned November 9, 1820 in the Kentucky River. 
Catherine later moved to Callaway County, Missouri, where she married, sec., 
Thomas Smith, January 29, 1828. 


6. Patsy Wright Crait, born January 4, 1797; died November 9, 1886. She 
married Gideon Games as his second wife in 1818 or 1820. Gideon Games was 
of Scottish descent, was born in Maryland, March 21, 1789; died in 1883. He 
served in the army in the War of 1812, was one of the eye-witnesses who saw 
Col. Richard M. Johnson kill Tecumseh in the Battle of the Thames. He settled 
in Callaway County, Missouri. 


{@ Sarah, born November 9, 1798; died February 4, 1820. Married George 
Branham February 17, 1814. 


8. Nathaniel T., born March 16, 1801; died September 7, 1856. He married 
Esther Louisa McKinney November 9, 1826. She was born September 8, 1806; 
died April 24, 1873. Nathaniel T. Craig was a farmer and stockman of Callaway 
County, Missouri. (Mrs. Grace West Baynham, and descendent of Nathaniel T. 
Craig, is preparing a book for publication that will give a more detailed account of 
the persons named in this sketch. Mrs. Baynham has generously given me 
information from her records that has been invaluable. HLC.) 


9. Maragaret, born February 27, 1803. No other information is available 
except the statement that she married her cousin, Samuel Craig. It is probable, 
but by no means certain, that she is the Margaret Craig who married Samuel 
Todd Craig. The doubt about correct identification arises from the fact that each 
of these two is assigned to several different parents in various family records that 
have come to hand. The old Bible mentioned earlier as belonging to Eliza Craig 
McCampbell establishes the identity of Samuel Todd Craig but not of Margaret. 
As a further complication, some private records list Berrywick Craig, who married 
Nannie Thornton, and Charles, who married Barbara Wilson, as children of 
Toliver and Patsey Wright Craig. The Eliza Craig McCampbell Bible record 
shows that these two were children of Samuel Todd and Margaret Craig, and this 
is confirmed in a letter written by Margaret in 1828. 


The original of Margaret's letter is now owned by Allie Craig Robb, of Columbia, 
Missouri. It was written in ink, in a neat, clear script, on one side of the sheet of 
paper. The sheet was then folded to form an envelope and sealed with wax. 
The envelope was addressed to Mrs. Patsy W. Games, Callaway County, Mo." 
It bore no stamp nor postal mark. A careful copy of the letter, made by me 
June 26, 1952, follows: 
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1st Oct. 1828 
Dear Patsy 


It is nine oclock and | am as sleepy headed as ever but | must write now or | 
shall not get to send you this line. | was yesterday at meeting at a stand (one 
word here in fold of paper was illegible) that is at Mr. B. factory. Mr Black 
preached Cousin Sally J was there she told me she had received your letter but 
she had not it with her Aunt Polly C and cousin Betsy H were there they told me 
their families were well We are all well and do not suffer for something to do nor 
want for anything to eat either you will Know how that is when | tell you that | 
weigh 141 our children are fine and fat and pretty and smart Ellen is beginning - 
to spell in two letters and Berrywick talks a great deal about catching horses & 
digging with a hoe Patsy | could write a good deal if | had time Eliz. has not 
been to see us since dada was here Kitty B has joined the Presbiterians write to 
me and excuse me now for | am so lazy | want to see you a talk a great deal to 
you | would write to dada but | expect he will be here before this gets there 
Mother says give her love to you all my love to all your children big and little tell 
Mr Games | suppose he will be quite grand when he gets in to the fine brick 
house O Patsy this is all nonsense | will try to do better next time farewell 


Affectionately 
Margaret Craig 


The letter appears to be an idle note to her sister, Patsy, which would identify her 
as the daughter of Toliver Craig and Patsy Wright, but if her mention of "Mother" 
and "dada" refers to her own parents then either she was not the daughter of 
Toliver and Patsy Craig, or they were both still living and the dates that are given 
for their deaths are wrong. Mention of her children, Ellen and Berrywick, 
confirms the Bible record and identifies her as the wife of Samuel Todd Craig. 


10. Frances Cleveland Craig, born March 8, 1805; died October 11, 1848. 
she married Henry Cave. See chapter on this couple in following pages. 


11. Carter T. Crag, born January 6, 1807, died in 1880. Married Mary Sawyer 
Games, October 13, 1836. 


12. John Toliver Craig, born May 7, 1809; died March 3, 1885. Married Adelia 
Barger. This couple and their descendants are the main subjects of this volume. 


kKaRR KR RN 


In her letter dated January 23, 1988, Mrs. Marie A. Edmunds included an article 
from The Piedmont Genealogical Society Bulletin regarding the papers of Major 
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Maurice Kirby Gordon donated to the Hopkins County, Kentucky, Historical Society and 
which stated in part with regard to David Wright, Jr., that: 
"David Wright, our first sheriff (father of Elizabeth Janet, wife of John Gordon) 
did not hold office long, but soon removed to Vincennes 


Mrs. Georgia Morton Ramsey is a descendant of Robert Wright and a brother of 

David Wright. She says that they came from Bedford County, Virginia." 

From these records the children of David Wright, Sr., can be identified as 
follows: 

(1) David Wright, Jr.; 

(2) Fanny (Wright) Cleveland; 
(3) Patsy (Wright) Craig; and 
(4) Robert Wright. 

There was also probably a fifth child, Peggy (Wright) Banister. The marriage 
bond of Isaac Banister and Peggy Wright, daughter of Nancy Right, was dated on 
March 5, 1814, at Bedford County, Virginia, with Benjamin Ramsey as surety and 
married by Enoch Terry March 16, 1814. David Wright, Sr.'s wife was Nancy (Johns) 
(Turner) Wright and if David Wright, Sr., were dead by June 24, 1801, then it would be 
appropriate to describe Peggy as the child of her surviving parent Nancy. 

There was also probably a sixth child, Deborah (Wright) Wilson. The marriage 
bond of William Wilson and Deborah Wright, daughter of Nancy, was dated on 
February 9, 1807, at Bedford County, Virginia, with John Whittington as surety. The 
1850 Census for Bedford County, Virginia, listed Deborah Wilson and her age as 60, 
placing her date of birth in approximately 1790. 

This collection of information regarding Captain David Wright can perhaps be 
best understood by the following chronology of documents relating to Captain David 
Wright and his son David divided by county: 

Prince Edward Bedford Botetourt sullivan 
1766 S.B. 1/82, 


Grantee of 348 
acres Tuckahoe 
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Prince Edward 
1770 
1770 
1771 


1773 


1774 


1775 


1777 


1778 

1779 Will of John 
Wright left 
him slaves 
Dinah and Molly 


1780 
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Bedford Botetourt 


D.B. 3/482, Grantee 
of 1000 acres on Elk 
Creek 


Marriage to Nancy 
(Johns) Turner 


D.B. 4/184, Grantor 


Marriage of 
daughter Fannie to 
Larkin Cleveland 


D.B. 5/237, Grantee 
of 821 acres 


D.B. 5/242, Grantee 
of 100 acres 


Ct.0.B. 5/273-275, 
3 bonds 


D.B. 5/470, Grantor 
of 100 acres 


D.B. 5/489, Grantor 
of 200 acres 


Appointed sheriff 


Promoted to militia 
captain 


D.B. 6/382, Grantor 
of 700 acres 


D.B. 6/423, Grantee 
of 134 acres 


453. 


Sullivan 


Prince Edward 


1782 


1783 


1784 


1785 


1786 
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Bedford 


Personal Property 
Tax list 


D.B. 7/106, Grantor 
w/ Nanny of 25 acres 


D.B. 7/114, Grantor 
w/ Nanny of 900 acres 


D.B. 7/149, Grantee 
of 119 acres 


Marriage of son David, 
Jr. to Sarah Talbot 


Personal Property 
Tax List as Captain 
David Wright 


D.B. 7/589, 
Grantor of 200 
acres 


494. 


Botetourt 


Sullivan 


Personal Property 
Tax List 


D.B. _/575, 
Grantee of 240 
acres 


D.B. _/407, Sur- 
vey of Road 


Personal Property 
Tax List as 
Captain David 
Wright 


D.B. _/409, 
Surety with 
Henry & William 


1787 


1788 


1790 


1796 


1801 


1814 


sheets that Nancy ( 


Prince Edward 


Bedford 


D.B. 7/673, Grantor 


of 500 acres 


D.B. 7/674, Grantor 


of 590 acres 


D.B. 8/1, Grantor 


of 1750 acres 


Described as 


deceased and 


insolvent in 


mercantile claim 


Botetourt Sullivan 

D.B. 4/64 to 

68, Power of 

Attorney to 

Baine 

D.B. 4/65, 

Grantor 
D.B. 2/434, 
Sale per 
judgment to 
Baine 
Personal 
Property 
Tax List 
D.B. 6/429, 
Gift Deed by 
daughter 
Fanny of 


land of father 


In his letter dated May 20, 1983, Charles W. Whitman stated in family group 





) (Turner) Wright's maiden name was Johns, that she was 


born April 30, 1732, and died January 30, 1822, citing Leftwich-Turner Families of 
Virginia, by Walter Lee Hopkins, at page 200. That book provided in part as follows: 
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"(8) Richard Turner (James), b. cir. 1730, d. in 1769. In 1761, he purchased 
eight hundred acres of land in Bedford County on Little Otter River from Richard 
Randolph of Henrico County, Va. He made a will dated October 28, 1768, 
admitted to record in Bedford County, Va., June 27, 1/769. He married Nancy 
Johns (b. April 30, 1732, d. January 30, 1822), cir. 1757. "Died at the house of 
James Turner, his mother, the 13th of January, 1822, at three o'clock in the 
morning. She was interred the same evening at Major Augustine Leftwich's, by 
the side of her daughter, Mary Leftwich. She had for many years made a 
consistent and reputable profession of religion. A few of her last years were very 
uncomfortable to herself, owing to an evident derangement of her mental 
powers. 


"Before this unhappy event, she had lived almost continually in the constant 
expectation and desire of her dissolution, that she might be with Christ. Had she 
lived to see the 30th day of the following month, April, she would have been 
ninety years old." Written by her son, Rev. James Turner, in his Bible. 


Issue of Richard and Nancy (Johns) Turner: 


(1) | Mary Turner, married Augustine Leftwich, Jr., February 12, 1/765. (See 
Leftwich Family herein for descendants). 


(2) | James Turner, a Presbyterian minister, b. May 7, 1759, d. January 8, 
1828; married Sarah Leftwich, daughter of Colonel William Leftwich, 
August 25, 1778. (See Ill-2). 

(3) | Jesse Turner, served in Revolutionary War. Mrs. Jessie Turner Stephens, 
his grandniece, now (1930) living at 301 North Mulberry Street, Richmond, 
Va., has his silver knee-buckles which he wore in the army. 


(4) | Prudence Turner, married James Wright. They removed to Russellville, 
Ky. Among issue: 


(a) Robert A. Wright, b. 1797. He was living in Russellville, Ky. in 
1821, and in New Orleans, La., in 1836. 


(6) Ann Wright. She was teaching school at Tuscaloosa, Ala., in 1821. 

(c) —Lilbourn Wright. He was living in Russellville, Ky., in 1819, where 
he married Mary , March 2, 1819. In 1822 he was living in 
Cooper City, Booneville County, Mo. 

(d) | James T. Wright, d. in Lynchburg, Va., in 1822. 


(e) William Wright. 
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(5) Ann Turner, married Joel Leftwich, December 24, 1781. (See Leftwich 
family herein for descendants)." 

From the evidence set forth above and additional evidence set forth below, the 
children of David Wright, Sr., and ( 

1) Fanny (Wright) Cleveland, born on August 6, 1756, 

2) David Wright, Jr., born about 1760 or after 1761 and before 1766, 

3) Elizabeth (Wright) Hamilton, born in 1763, 

4) Patsy (Wright) Craig, born on September 24, 1768, probably at either 
Prince Edward County, Virginia, or Bedford County, Virginia, and 

5) Robert Wright, and 
that the children of David Wright, Sr., and Nancy (Johns) (Turner) Wright were the 


) Wright were the following: 








following: 
1) Peggy (Wright) Bannister, born probably before 1799, and 
2) Deborah (Wright) Wilson, born about 1789 or 1790 at Virginia. 
il 2 Frances "Fanny" (Wright) Cleveland, Her Husband Larkin Green 


Cleveland, And Her Descendants 





Frances "Fanny" (Wright) Cleveland was a daughter of David 
Wright, Sr., and ( ) Wright. (1779 John’, David?) 


The marriage record of Larkin Cleveland and Fanny Wright was dated on 





February _, 1/73, at Bedford County, Virginia, with David Wright as surety: 


"Know all men by these presents that we Larkin Cleveland & Davd Wright are 
Bound to our Sovereign Lord George the third by the Grace of God of Great 
Britain France & Ireland King Defender of the faith &c in the Sum of fifty pounds. 
To the which payment well and Truly to be made to our Said Lord the king his 
heirs or Successors We Bind Ourselves our heirs & firmly by these presents 
sealed & Dated this_——-: Day of Feby 1773. The Condition of the Above 
Obligation is Such that Whereas there is a Marriage Shortly intended to be had & 
Solemnised Between the above Bound Larkin Cleveland and Fanny Wright - If 
therefore there be no Lawfull Cause to Obstruct the Same then this Obligation to 
be Void & of no Effect Otherwise to Remain in full force & Virtue 


Teste Larkin Cleveland 
David Wright" 
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lf Fanny Wright and Larkin Cleveland were at least 16 years of age at the time of their 
marriage, their dates of birth would be probably before 1758. 

In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed copies of two 
Public Claims from the State of North Carolina dated January 8, 1782, and January 11, 
1782, in which Larkin Cleveland was allowed payments for services: 

“State of No Carolina No. 710 

This may Certify that by the upper Board of Auditors for the District of Salisbury 

Larkin Cleveland was allowed thirty Six pounds __ for a publick Claim Which 


he is to receive agree an act Of Assembly passed at Wake June 
__ 1701. Given under our hands Janry the 8th 1782 


Test | Danl MckKirk 
Dav: Cance Clk All Erwin 


State of No. Carolina No 770 


This may Certify that by the upper Board of Auditors for the District of Salisbury 
Capt. Larkin Cleveland was allowed _____—szAundred & Ninety Two pounds 
Seventeen Specia for services done by him and Company of horse Militia 
of Wilkes Regmt. which he is to receive agreeable ___—_—soof ASsembly Passed in 
the year 1/81 


Given under our hands Janry the 11th 1782 


Test Jno. Brown 

£392.17. Danl McKirik 
53.18.6 

£446.15.6 


Dav. Cance Clk” 


Larkin Cleveland was apparently residing in 1782 at North Carolina. 

In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed copies of three 
surveys and grants dated from May to September 1785 for land on the Tugallo River in 
Franklin County, Georgia: 

“State of Georgia 

Pursuant to a warrant from under the hand of the Honorable John Gaham Esaqr 


senior Justice presiding at a Land: Court held in Franklin County dated the fifth 
day of May One thousand Seven hundred and eighty five was Surveyed for 
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Larkin Cleveland Esquire who actually resides in this state a Tract of Land 
containing Four hundred and fifty acres on Tougallo River in said County butting 
and bounding North Eastwardly by Tougallo River, William Paynes and John 
Carter's Land Southwestwardly by Larkin Clevelands Land & South by vacant 
land having such form and Marks Natural and Artifacial 
are expressed and delineated in the above plat Surveyed the 6th day of May 
1785 and Certified by John Gorham Esaqr. County Surveyor of Franklin 


T. McCall Dep Sur Gent 


State of Georgia 


By the Honorable Samuel Elbert Esquire Captain General Governor and 
Commander in chief in and over the said State 


To all to whom these presents shall come Greeting - Know ye that in pursuance 
of the Act for opening the Land office and by Virtue of the powers in me vested, | 
have by and with the advice and Consent of the Honorable the Executive Council 
given and granted and by these presents in the name and behalf of the said 
State Do give and grant unto Larkin Cleveland Esquire his heirs and assigns 
forever all that Tract or parcel of land containing four hundred and Fifty Acres 
situate lying and being in the County of Franklin in the said State and butting and 
bounding North Eastward by Tugalo River William Paynes and John Carters 
Lands, Southwestwarly by Larkin Clevelands Land and South by Vacant Land, 
having such shape Form and Marks as appear by a Plat of the same hereunto 
annexed together with all and Singular the Rights Members and appurtenances 
thereof whatsoever to the said Tract or parcel of Land belonging or in any Wise 
appertaining and also all the Estate Right Title Interest Claim and demand of the 
State aforesaid of in to or out of the same To have and to hold the said Tract or 
parcel of Land and all and Singular the premises aforesaid with their and every 
of their Rights members and appurtenances unto the said Larkin Cleveland his 
heirs and assigns to his and their own proper use and behoof for ever in Fee — 
Simple 


Given under my hand in Counsil and the Great Seal of the said State this 21st 
day of Septr in the year of Our Lord One thousand Seven hundred and eighty 
five And in the Tenth year of American Independence 

-S Elbert 
Signed by His Honor the Governor in Counsil the 20th Sepr 1785 


G Handby C.C. — 
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(Endorsed on the Grant) 


Grant to Larkin Cleveland Esaqr for 450 acres Land Franklin dated 20 Sep 1787. 
Georgia Secretary's Office Registered in Book H____ fol 568 the 26th Septr 1785 


J Milton | 


Recorded in the Secretarys Office of the State of South Carolina the 19th day of 
November 1787 


by Peter Foreneau 
State of Georgia 


Pursuant to a Warrant under the Hand of the honorable John Gorham Esquire 
Senior Justice presiding at a Land Court held in Franklin County dated the 
Second day May One thousand Seven hundred and eighty five was Survd. for 
Larkin Cleveland Esqr. who actually resides in this State, a Tract of land 
containing Two hundred and fifty Acres on Tougallo River & in said County 
butting and bounding S.W.wardly by Tougallo River S.E.wardly by said 
Clevelands land, on all the Sides by vacant Land (in an old Warrant) having 
Such form and Marks Natural and Artificial as are expressed and delineated in 
the above platt. Surveyed the 2d day of May 1785 and Certified by John Gaham 
Esagr County Surveyor Franklin 


T McCall Depy Surv 


State of Georgia 


By the Honorable Samuel Elbert Esquire Captain General Governor and 
Commander in chief in and over the Said State 


To all to whom these presents Shall come Greeting Know ye that in pursuance of 
an Act for opening the Land office and by Virtue of the powers in me vested | 
have by and with the advice and consent of the Honorable the Executive Council 
given and granted and by these presents in the name and Behalf of the said 
State do give and grant unto Larkin Cleveland Esaqr. his heirs and Assigns 
forever All that Tract or parcel of Land containing Two hundred and fifty Acres 
Situate lying and being in the County of Franklin in the Said State and butting 
and bounding S.W.wardly by Tugallo River S.E.wardly by the Said Clevelands 
Land and on all other sides by vacant Land having such shape and Marks as 
appear by a plat of the Same hereunto annexed, together with all and Signular 
the Rights Members and appurtenances thereof whatsoever to the said Tract or 
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parcel of Land belonging or in anywise appertaining and also all the Estate Right 
Title Interest Claim and Demand of the State aforesaid of in to or out of the same 
To have and to hold the said Tract or parcel of Land, and all and Singular the 
premisses aforesaid with their and every of their Rights Members and 
Appertenances unto the said Larkin Cleveland his heirs and assigns to his and 
their own proper use and Behoof forever in 


Given under my Hand in Council, with the Great Seal of the said State this 21st 
day of Septemr. in the year of our Lord one thousand Seven hundred and eighty 
five, and in the Tenth year of American Independence 

G Elbert 
Signed by his Honor the Governor in Council the 21st Septr 1785 


G Handley C.C. 


(Endorsed in the Grant) 


Grant to Larkin Cleveland Esq. for 250 acres Land Franklin dated 21 Septr. 1785 
Georgia secretary's office Registration Book 952 the 26th Septr 1785 





J Milton 


Recorded in the Secretarys office of the State of South Carolina the 19th day of 
November 1787 and Exd by 


Peter Freneau Secy 


State of Georgia: 


Pursuant to a warrant from under the hand of the Hon John Gorham Esquire 
senior Justice presiding at a land court held in Franklin County dated the Second 
day of May one thousand Seventeen hundred and Eighty five was Surveyed for 
Larkin Cleveland Esquire who actually resides in this State, a tract of Land 
containing two hundred acres on Tugallo River in said County, butting and 
Bounding South Westwardly by Tougallo River Southwestwardly by said 
Clevelands land and on the other sides by Vacant land 


(W an old Warrant 
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Haveing such form and marks Natural and artificial as are Expressed and 
delineated in the above Plat. Surveyed the Second day of May 1785 and 
Certified by John Gorham Esquire County Surveyor of Franklin 


T McCall 
Depu. Surv” 


These records indicate that Larkin Cleveland had moved by 1785 to Franklin County, 
Georgia. 

On July 9, 1810, at Giles County, Tennessee, D.B. A/187 Larkin Cleveland 
purchased 300 acres of land from William Polk: 


"Deed from William Polk to Larkin Cleveland for 200 acres of land on Polks 
Creek Registered 22ed July 1811. 


This Indenture registered ninth day of July in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and ten between William Polk of the County of Wake & State of North 
Carolina of the one part and Larkin Cleveland of the State of Georgia and 
Franklin County of the other part Witnesseth that the said William Polk for and in 
considereation of fifteen hundred dollars in hand paid by the said Larkin Clveland 
hath granted bargained sold and conveyed and by these presents doth Grant 
bargain sell and convey unto the said Larkin Cleaveland a certain piece or parcel 
of land situate lying and being in the County of Giles and State of Tennessee on 
both sides of Polks Creek a branch of Richland Creek of Elk River joining the line 
of William Rainey being part of a tract of land granted to Thomas Polk from the 
State of North Carolina of three thousand acres. Beginning at the south west 
corner of the afore said three Thousand acres Tract at a poplar thence running 
north fifty four chains seventy seven links along the western boundary line of the 
aforesaid three thousand acre tract to a stake thense east fifty four chains 
seventy seven links to a stake thence south fifty four chains seventy seven links 
to a stake at the south boundry line of the aforesaid three thousand acre Tract 
thense West to the Beginning. Containing three hundred acres with the 
appurtenances hundred acres with the thereunto belonging. To have and to hold 
the aforesaid granted premises with their appurtenances to the said Larkin 
Cleveland his heirs and assigns to the only proper use and behoof of the said 
Larkin Cleveland his heirs and assigns for ever and the said William Polk for 
himself his heirs executors and administrators doth hereby promise covenant 
and agree to and with the said Larkin Cleveland that the said William Polk his 
heirs Executors and Administrators shall and will at all times hereafter warrant 
and for ever defend the above mentioned land and premises to him the said 
Larkin Cleveland his heirs and assigns against the lawfull Claims and Demands 
whatsoever whereby the above mentioned premises might or may be affected or 
incumbered Contrary to the true intent and meaning of these presents. In 
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witness whereof the said William Polk hath hereunto set his hand and and 
affixed his seal the day and year first above written. 


Signd. seald. and acknowleded In presence of 


Tester William Polk 
AE. Polk Juret 
A. Franklin Juret 


wrote on the back of the foregoing Deed as follows 
State of Tennessee. Giles County Sc June Circuit Court 1811. 


| James Berry clerk of the court aforesaid do hereby certify the aforegoing deed 
of Conveyance was proven to be the act & Deed of the within named Wm Polk 
by the oath of E Polk & A Franklins and was therefore Ordered to be 
Registered 


In Testimony whereof | have hereunto Affixed my private Seal there being no 
seal of office this tenth day of June One thousand eight Hundred & Eleven 


James Berry CGCt Ct" 


This record indicates and Larkin Cleveland resided on July 9, 1810, at Franklin County, 


Georgia. 


On April 20, 1812, at Giles County, Tennessee, D.B. B/28 Larkin Cleveland 
gifted 100 acres of land to his son Oliver C. Cleveland: 


"Larkin Cleveland Deed to Oliver C. Cleveland 
Registered the 2nd day of February AD 1813. 


This Indenture made and Entered into this twentieth day of April in the year of 
our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred and Twelve, Between Larkin Cleveland 
of the County of Giles and State of Tennessee of the one part, and Oliver C. 
Cleveland of the County and State aforesaid of the other part, Witnesseth that 
the said Larkin Cleveland for due in consideration of the sum of One dollar to 
him in hand paid by the said Oliver C. Cleveland, on or before the sealing and 
delivering of these presents, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, But 
more Especially for the affection which the said Larkin Cleveland bear the said 
Oliver C. Cleveland his son he the said Larkin Cleveland, hath given, granted, 
aliened, and Confirmed, and by these presents doth give, grant, alien and 
Confirm unto the said Oliver C. Cleveland a Certain tract or parcel of Land lying 
and being in the County aforesaid, on the waters of Polks Creek a branch of 
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Richland Creek of Elk River. Beginning at a stake the North East Corner of the 
tract of Land which the said Larkin Cleveland Bought of Colo. William Polk, 
running west from said stake thirty one chains and sixty two links to a stake, 
thence south thirty one chains and sixty two links to a stake thence East thirty 
one chains & sixty two links to a stake, thence North, thirty one Chains and sixty 
two links to the Beginning to the true intent that the said Oliver C. Cleveland . 
have one hundred acres of the Aforementioned Tract of Land, Lying in a regular 
square in the north East Corner of the square. To have and to hold the said tract 
or parcel of Land with all the profits and Entitlements thereunto belonging, or in 
any wise appertaining to the only proper use of him the said Oliver C. Cleveland 
his heirs and assigns forever. In witness whereof the said Larkin Cleveland hath 
hereunto set his hand and affixed his seal the day and year first herefore written. 


Witness Larkin Cleveland 
German Lester Juret 
Lucinda Lester Juret 


State of Tennessee 
Giles County Court Augt Session 1817 


The within Deed of Conveyance from Larkin Cleveland to Oliver C Cleveland 
was produced in Open Court of said Session and proven to be the Act and Deed 
of the said Larkin Cleveland by the Oaths of German Lester and Lucinda Lester 
the subscribing witnesses thereto and ordered to be registered. In testimony 
whereof | German Lester Clerk of said Court have hereunto set my hand and 
affixed the seal of said County Court this 25th day of September A.D. 1817. 


German Lester C.G.C.Ct." 


This record indicates and Larkin Cleveland resided on April 20, 1812, at Giles County, 
Tennessee. 

On April 12, 1814, at Sullivan County, Tennessee, D.B. 6/429 "Larkin Cleveland 
and Fanny Cleveland, wife of the said Larkin, formerly Fanny Wright, daughter of David 
Wright, decsd., both of the County of Giles and State of Tennessee" gave their 
"daughter Lucinda Lester, wife of German Lester" of Giles County, Tennessee, all of 
their right and title "to the Estate of David Wright, decsd., Father of the said Fanny, who 
formerly resided near the Iron Works on the north fork of Holston River, East 
Tennessee". 


"Know all men by these presents that we Larkin Cleveland and Fanny Cleveland 
(Wife the said Larkin formerly Fanny Wright and Daughter of David Wright 
decsd) both of the County of Giles and State of Tennessee for and in 
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consideration of the natural love and affection which we bear towards our 
Daughter Lucinda Lester wife of German Lester of the county and State 
aforesaid and for and in consideration of our love and affection toward the said 
German Lester our Son in law as aforesaid have Given and granted & by these 
presents do__s grant unto the said German Lester and his heirs forever all 
their right and title which we have in and to the Estate of David Wright decd 
father of the said Fanny who formerly resided near the Iron Works on the North 
fork of River East Tennessee 


To Have and to hold the aforesaid Right and title to the aforesaid Estate to him 
the said German Lester his heirs &c forever and we the said Larkin Cleveland 
and Fanny Cleveland hereby Bind ourselves our heirs &c to warrant and forever 
defend the right and title to the aforesaid Estate free from the Claim or Claims of 
our selves our heirs &c In Testimony whereof we hereunto set our hands & Seals 
this 12th day of April 1814 


Test. Larkin Cleveland 

Samuel Jones his 

Jas Reid faney X Cleveland 
mark 


State of Tennessee 


Giles Circuit Court April Term 1814 The within Deed of Gift from Larkin 
Cleveland and Fanney his Wife to German Lester was produced in open Court at 
said Term and proven to be the Act and Deed of the said Larkin Cleveland and 
Fanny his wife by the oaths of Samuel Jones and James Read The Subscribing 
Witnesses thereto and the said Fanny Cleveland appeared in Court at said Term 
and being Examined privily and apart from her husband to making the Execution 
of this Deed saith that she Executed the same freely and voluntarily and without 
the constraint or Improper interference of her husband and was therefore 
ordered to be certified for Registration. | James Berry Clerk of said Court do 
hereby certify that the foregoing is a true Copy of the order made at Giles Circuit 
Court at April Term 1814 In Testimoney whereof | have hereunto set my hand 
and affixed my private seal (thre being no seal of office) this 16th day of april 
1814 


James Berry C.G.C.C. 
State of Tennessee to wit 
| Thomas Stuart one of the Judges of the Circuit Court for the State of 
Tennessee now by Law presiding in the fifth Circuit which Includes the Circuit 
Court of Giles County do hereby certify that James Berry who has given the 


above attestation is Clerk of the Circuit Court of Giles County and that due faith 
and Credit is due to his Official acts and that the above attestation of said James 
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Berry is in due form. In Testimoney whereof | have hereunto set my hand and 
affixed my seal this 16th day of April in the year 1874. : 


(Reg 18th July 1814) Thomas Stuart" 


This record clearly identifies Fanny (Wright) Cleveland as the daughter of David Wright. 

On September 20, 1814, at Giles County, Tennessee, D.B. B/146 Fanny 
Cleveland and German Lester released all of their interest in a slave belonging to the 
estate of Larkin Cleveland to Carter H. Cleveland: 


"Fanny Cleveland & German Lester 
Release & conveyance to Carter H. Cleveland ) 


A negro boy. 
Reigstered 9th day of March 1815 


Know all men by these presents that we Fanny Cleveland and German Lester, of 
the County of Giles and State of Tennessee do hereby release and relinquish to 
Carter H. Cleveland of the County and State aforsaid all the right title Interest or 
claim which we have (by virture of the last will and testament of Larkin Cleveland 
deceased) in and to one negro boy Solomon free from the claim of ourselves 
and all other persons claiming under us. In Witness whereof we have hereunto 
set our hands and affixed our seals this 20th day of September 1814. 


Teste Fanny Cleveland 
O. C. Cleveland German Lester 


State of Tennessee 
Giles County Court December Session 1814 


The within deed of release from Fanny Cleveland and German Lester to Carter 
H. Cleveland was produced in open Court at said Session and proven to be the 
act and deed of the said Fanny Cleveland and German Lester by the oath of 
Oliver C. Cleveland the subscribing Witness thereto and ordered to be certified 
for registration. 


In Testimony whereof | German Lester Clerk of said County have hereunto set 
my hand and seal of office the first Monday in December, 1814. 


German Lester Clerk" 


This record indicates that Larkin Cleveland had died before September 20, 1814. 
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On May 29, 1817, at Giles County, Tennessee, D.B. C/103 Fanny Cleveland 
gifted a slave to her grandson Larkin Green Cleveland: 


"Fanny Cleveland Deed To (Gift) ) — 
Larkin G. Cleveland ) 


For Negro boy child Named Jeffery. 
Registered July the 21st 1817. 


Know all men by these presents that | Fanny Cleveland of the County of Giles 
and State of Tennessee for and in consideration of the natural love | have and 
bear to my grandson Larkin Green Cleveland of the County and State aforesaid | 
have given and granted and by these presents do give and grant unto the said 
Larkin Green Cleveland a certain Negro boy child named Jeffery To have and to 
hold the said negro boy child Jeffery to him the said Larkin Green Cleveland his 
Heirs and Assigns forever. In Witness whereof | have here unto set my hand 
and affixed my seal this 29th day of May 1817. 


Teste her 
German Lester Fanny X Cleveland 
John Goff mark 


State of Tennessee 
Giles County Court June term 1817 


Then was the within deed of Gift from Fanny Cleveland to Larkin Green 

Cleveland produced in Court and proven by the oaths of ss" 

In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed a copy of the 
obituary of Frances Cleveland from the Selma Free Press dated April 2, 1836, which 
stated as follows: 

“d. Mrs. Frances Cleveland in 80th year of age on Sat. 26th ult., at residence of 

her son, Carter H. Cleveland.” 

In her letters dated September 5, 1979, and September 19, 1980, Mrs. Eileen 
Stoltz stated that Fanny (Wright) Cleveland was born August 6, 1756, and died on 
March 26, 1836, at Selma, Dallas County, Alabama, and that probate of her estate was 
at Giles County, Tennessee. Mrs. Stoltz also stated that Larkin Cleveland was born in 


1748 possibly at Orange County, Virginia. 
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In her letter dated October 6, 1993, Loretta June Wright enclosed an excerpt 


from the Cleveland Family Chronicles Research Society Newsletter #31 which stated 


that: 


"Dear Vikki, 


There seems to be some confusion as to the burial place of Col. Larkin 
Cleveland, brother of Col. Benjamin Cleveland. Your family sheet [in the CFCRS 
files] lists him as having died on 9 July 1814. This is correct. However, the 
sheet lists him as buried at the Tugaloo Baptist Church in Fair Play, Oconee 
County, SC. This is not correct. | understand there is a grave behind the visitor 
center on |-85 that indicates this is his burial place. This is also incorrect. 


The following may be helpful in clearing up this error. 


Records of Franklin County, GA, [see History Of Franklin County] show Larkin 
Cleveland to be a citizen of that county at an early date after the Revolutionary 
War: 1) p. 151, 22 Feb 1785 Larkin Cleveland made a justice of the peace for 
the county, 2) p. 124, 1 Feb 1788 Larkin Cleveland helped build court house and 
gaol, 3) 1798 on tax list for county, 4) p.351, Larkin Cleveland instrumental in 
establishing town of Carnesville in Wilkes County. 


However, by 1810 Larkin was planning a move to the west. On 12 Mar 1810 he 
received a passport to travel across the Creek and Cherokee lands. [p. 118 
History Of Franklin County] Later that year his son, David, also received a 
passport to cross these Indian lands. This was the beginning of a westward 
move for most of Larkin's family. 


From Franklin County, GA, Larkin moved his wife and three of their children to 
Giles County, TN. McCollum's History Of Giles County, TN states that Larkin 
was one of the earliest settlers in the county, coming early enough in 1810 to 
plant a corn crop. The journey must have been as follows: 1) from Franklin 
County, GA, overland to Ross Landing of the Tennessee River (present day 
Chattanooga), 2) by flat boat down the Tennessee to the Elk River north of the 
present day Athens, AL, 3) up the Elk River to Richland Creek, 4) up Richland 
Creek to Polk Creek and to land purchased from William Polk. 


This land lay in the northeast part of Giles County near the road that ran from 
Bufords' Station to the Brick Church. He settled on a farm that later became 
known (in 1895) as the Judge Spofford Farm. It was here that he was to live out 
his life. He died on this farm 9 Jul 1814. It was on this farm that he was buried. 
[See Flornoy Rivers Manuscript] The actual burial site has since been lost. 
However, a monument to him was placed in the Lane Family Cemetery by his 
son, Carter H. Cleveland. This cemetery lay about one mile east of his farm. | 
have been to this marker and have pictures. Carter H. Cleveland also erected 


0099C(082105) | 468. 


the same type marker at the grave of his mother. She was Frances Wright 
Cleveland. She is buried at the Old Govan Graveyard about 8 miles south of 
selma, AL, in the Sardis community of Dallas County. [Alabama Historical 
Quarterly, winter issue 1944, pp. 544-545] 


As to why there is a marker for Larkin in SC, | cannot say. However, there were 
many Larkins in the Cleveland family across the years. Some historian has 
simply got his facts incorrect. 


There is no doubt in my mind that Larkin Cleveland is buried in Giles County, TN. 
You might also check James Cleveland's book on the "Cleveland Genealogy" [p. 
2071]. He also states that Larkin died and is buried in Giles County, TN. [See 
also the footnote at the bottom of the page.] There is a book that lists all of the 
Revolutionary soldiers buried in the state of Tennessee. | have seen this book 
but cannot recall the title. It, too, lists Larkin as buried in Giles County. 


| hope the above will be helpful in placing the death of Larkin. | am looking 
forward to working with you in any way that | can. 


Rev. Murray E. Millander 
Gadsden, AL" 

In her letter dated October 6, 1993, Mrs. Loretta June Wright enclosed family 
group sheets prepared by Murray Ernest Millander which stated that Frances Wright 
was a daughter of David Wright, was born on August 6, 1756, married Larkin Green 
Cleveland in February 1773, died on March 26, 1836, near Sardis Community, Dallas 
County, Alabama, and was buried near Sardis Community, Dallas County, Alabama, 
that Larkin Green Cleveland was born in April 1748 at Virginia, died on July 9, 1814, at 
Buford's Station, Giles County, Tennessee, and was buried at Reed Cemetery, Giles 
County, Tennessee, and that Frances (Wright) Cleveland and Larkin Green Cleveland 
had the following children: 

1) Betsey Cleveland, born on January 8, 1774, 

2) Sally Cleveland, born on April 16, 1775, 

3) Benjamin Cleveland, born on May 7, 1777, 

4) David Cleveland, born on March 9, 1779, 

5) Rhoda Cleveland, born on October 9, 1782, 

6) Abner Cleveland, born on December 20, 1783, 

7) Oliver Cromwell Cleveland, born on May 26, 1786, 
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8) Asenath Cleveland, born on May 10, 1788, 

9) Lucinda (Cleveland) Lester, born on December 9, 1793, 

10) Carter Harrison Cleveland, born on April 19, 1795, 

11) Pamela Cleveland, born on December 19, 1796, and 

12) Nancy Cleveland, born on May 31, 1798. 

In those same family group sheets Mr. Murray Ernest Cleveland stated that : 


"Lt. Larkin Cleveland removed from Virginia about 1772-1775 to South Carolina. 
(should this be N.C.?) Lt. Cleveland was serving under his brother, Col. 
Benjamin Cleveland, when he was badly wounded. This happened on the march 
to King's Mountain in the fall of 1781. He was some 10 miles from Crider's Fort 
crossing Brushy Mountain to Lovelady's Ford on the Catawba River. As the 
crossing was being made Lt. Cleveland was in the advance. He was shot from 
ambush by some Tories under a Capt. John Murray. These Tories were hiding in 
the rocks as Lt. Cleveland passed by. It is thought that he was mistaken for his 
brother Benjamin as they looked very much alike. He was wounded in the thigh. 
He was carried to Quaker Meadows where he was well cared for by a Mrs. 
McDowell. He later recovered but remained a cripple for the rest of his life. (See 
Draper's King's Mountain Heroes, pg. 185-6, 436, 458.) 


‘Note: After was Larkin served as a Col. in the N. C. Militia. He later lived in 
Franklin Co., Ga. He later moved to Giles Co., Tn where he was living when he 
died. His monument was mentioned in the Nashville, Tn American in May 1895. 
lt was erected by his son Carter Harrison. It has the following inscription: 


Sacred 

To The Memory Of 
Col. Larkin Cleveland 
Formerly of 

Franklin Co. Georgia 
Born April 1748 

Died July 9, 1814 


Note: Larkin Cleveland's monument is in the old Lane Cemetary located on a hill 
to the left of the intersection of the Buford's Brick Church Road and Blue Creek 
Road. Going E. from Hway 31 Blue Cree rd. intersects on the left. The old 
cemetary is about 100 yards to left on a hill in a pasture. Larkin is actually buried 
about 2 miles back to the west on Buford's Brick Church Road on his original 
property but the burial place is no longer known." 


In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed a copy of page 


2056 of the Cleveland Genealogy which stated that: 
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“+16015 Larkin* Cleveland, b. April, 1748, probably in Culpeper county, Virginia.” 


No source was given for this information. 

In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed copies of three 
letters from Flournoy Rivers to The Nashville American newspaper dated April 2, 1896, 
and 1897, which stated as follows: 


“Pulaski Citizen April 2, 1896 
Col Larkin Cleveland 


A Hero of the Revolution Who Sleeps Beneath Our Sod 
The inscription on the Cleveland gravestone is as follows: 


Sacred to the memory of Col. Larkin Cleveland, formerly of Franklin 
County, GA. Born April 1748 Died July 9 1814 Erected by his son Carter 
Harrison Cleveland. 


The gravestone was the old-fashioned box so often seen on ancient graves. 
There were said to have been two other graves alongside of Col. Cleveland’s, 
supposed to have been members of his family. Col. Cleveland’s gravestone, 
with the above inscription thereon, now lies on the ground in the Lane graveyard © 
on Blue Creek, opposite Squire E.H.F. Gordon’s house. 


The graves are located by some as being now under the stall in the north- 
northeast corner of the new horsebarn on the Spofford place, and by others as — 
being in the edge of the driveway into the barn. No trace remains. The stones, 
except the inscription stone were used for pillars in said building it is said. 


Col. Cleveland was a colonel in the North Carolina militia and a Lieutenant in the 
Continental line. He was badly wounded while the patriotic forces were en route 
to attack Major Fergerson at King’s Mountain Oct. 7, 1780. 


His son, Carter Harrison Cleveland, who erected the gravestone, is said to have 
become acquainted with the late Achiles A. Dickerson, on one of the latter’s trips 
south with mules in the ante-bellum days, and desired the latter to undertake the 
erection of the tombstone, but Mr. Dickerson put him in communication with 

Mr. Martin as owning the land and he had the work done. 


Col. Cleveland’s grand sons, Carter Harrison and Moses S. Cleveland, are 
lawyers now at Selma, AL. 


The deed books show eight Cleveland deeds: 
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1. William Polk, of Wake County, N.C. conveys 800 or 300 (not clear) acres 
to Larkin Cleveland for $1,000. This land is described as part of a 3,000 acre 
grant, etc. to Thomas Polk on both sides of Polk’s creek, adjoining, etc., July 9, 
1810, registered July 22, in Deed Book “A” page 187. 


Col. Cleveland is described as of Franklin Co. CA. Evidently he moved there in 
the summer of 1810. 


Polk’s creek is yet so called, and runs south, south east, passing just east of the 
Spofford houses and spring, district 16, about two and one half miles east of 
Buford Station. | 


2. Larkin Cleveland conveys to his son, Oliver C. Cleveland, for love and 
affection, 100 acres of this same tract, April 20, 1812. Both are described as of 
Giles County Tenn. and the land is set out as being a square containing 100 
acres in the N.E. corner of the 300 acre tract, on Polk’s creek, etc. Registered 
Feb. 2, 1813 in Deed Book “B” page 28. The witnesses are German Lester and 
Lucinda Lester. As German Lester married a daughter of Col. Cleveland’s this 
was most probably her name. 


3. Larkin Cleveland, for love and affection gives his grandson, German 
Wright Lester, a negro boy named Morris “aged one year old,” April 3, 1814 
registered April 27, 1815 in Deed Book “B” page 175. 


This German Wright Lester was most likely the first child of German and Lucinda 
Cleveland Lester, born about that time or a year before, about the age of 
“Morris.” 


4. Fanny Cleveland and German Lester relinquish to Carter H. Cleveland all 
their right under the will of Larkin Cleveland in and to one negro boy named 
Solomon, Sept. 20, 181_ registered March 9, 1815 in Deed Book “B” page 137. 


Fanny Cleveland does not sign this deed with her mark. She was most probably 
the wife of Col. Larkin Cleveland. 


5. William Polk, of Wake Co. N.C. conveys to Oliver Cleveland for $150 a 
tract of 40 acres, beginning at the north-east corner of 300 acres owned formerly 
by Col. Larkin Cleveland Nov 22, 1816, registered Feb. 27 1817 Deed Book “C” 
page 34. 


6. Oliver C. Cleveland, of State of Tennessee, Giles County, conveys to 
Thomas Lane for $980 a tract of 140 acres, part of the 3,000 acre Polk grant, etc 
beginning at Carter H. Cleveland’s north east corner, etc Nov. 28 1816 witnessed 
by Martin Lane and James Fraser, registered Jan 29, 1817 Deed Book “C” 

page 13, 14. 
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This must be the “old Lane place” now a part of the Spofford farm opposite 
Squire E. H. F. Gordon’s house on the Brick Church and Buford Station Road in 
District 16. It comprises the two smaller, 100 and 40 acre tracts. The graveyard 
on this place is where the Cleveland gravestone is now deposited. 


7. Fanny Cleveland of County of Giles, for love and affection, gives her 
grandson, Larkin Green Cleveland, a certain negro boy named Jeffery, May 29 
1817. Witnessed by German Lester and John Goff. Registered in Deed 

Book “C” page 163-4 July 21 1817. 


This evidently settles it that Mrs. Cleveland’s name was Fanny. She signs her 
mark to this deed. 


6. Fanny Cleveland and Carter H. Cleveland of Giles County etc convey to 
John Goff, for $1500 the 200 acre tract on Polk’s creek, etc part of the 300 acres 
deeded by William Polk to Larkin Cleveland, late of said county, deceased, and 
willed to us by the said Larkin Cleveland, Aug. 19 1817, Registered Oct. 3 1817 
in Deed Book “C” p. 166 She makes her mark to this deed also. A high authority 
has said that at that early date few men and no women could spell and write. 


These memoranda show that Col. Cleveland came here from Franklin Co. Ga. in 
the summer of 1810; that his wife was named Fanny; that he had three children, 
Lucinda Lester, Carter H. Cleveland and Oliver C. Cleveland. He evidently made 
a will but all will records before 1863 were destroyed during the war. He had 
given his son, Oliver 100 acres so he willed the other 200 to his wife and son 
Carter. He evidently divided out his negroes and probably had “set up” his 
daughter in house-keeping etc. when she first married as she gets no land by the 
will. 


The German Lester references in the deed books continue for thirty or more 
years and are very numerous, but the Cleveland name disappears. In 1817 the 
family evidently left this section. The name appears in histories of the country as 
“Cleveland” and “Cleaveland”. In these records it is Cleveland except in the first 
Polk deed it is spelled both ways. 


There are three errors in the former statements Col. Cleveland probably did not 
come as early as 1808, though it is so stated in McCallum’s Ms. History of Giles 
Co. The gravestones were not head and foot stones but the old fashioned box; 

Oliver Cleveland owned the north-east portion of the Cleveland (Spotford) place 
and not the Lee W. Reynolds farm which is west. 


It is understood that the people of Lynnville, through Mr. J. H. Burrow have 


offered to re-inter the remains of Col. Cleveland in their new cemetery “Lynwood” 
and make proper provision for the last rest of a hero of the Revolution. 
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Later intelligence is that Col. Cleveland's children were as follows: 


Betsy b. 6 Jan 1774 

Sally 16 Apr 1775 

Benjamin, Jr. 7 May 1777 

David 9 Mar 1779 

Rhoda 9 Oct 1782 

Abner 20 Dec 1783 

Oliver Cromwell 26 May 1786 

Lucinda 9 Dec 1793 

Carter Harrison 19 Apr 1795 married Mary Smith 
Parmela 19 Dec 1796 died 19 Nov 1803 | 
Nancy 31 May 1798 died Nov 1803 


Mrs. Cleveland’s name was Frances or Fanny and she was born 6 Aug 1756 and 
died 26 Mar 1836. 


We would still like to be informed if there are any Cleveland graves in the old 
burying ground on the Lee Reynolds farm. 


It is probable that Col. Cleveland’s older children never came with him to 
Tennessee and that having been provided for beforehand are not mentioned in 
his will. | | 


Flournoy Rivers 


The above facts were collected in the effort to aid Mr. Edmund J. Cleveland of 43 
Beacon Street, Hartford, Conn. whe-wishes to prepare, among other things some 
account of the two Revolutionary soldiers, Benjamin and Larkin Cleveland and 
the descendants of these brothers. It is hoped that anyone having information 
concerning-the German Lester Line will communicate with him. 

eee 
From the “Nashville American” April 6 1896 
View of the Contributors 
Col. Larkin Cleveland 


To the American: 


Referring to the statement made in last Thursday's paper by J. H. Burrow of 
Lynville, Tenn. relative to a stable having been built over the grave of Col. Larkin 
Cleveland on the Martin farm in Giles County on Polk’s creek near the Brick 
Church and Buford Station Road, your correspondent probably errs when he 
says that Col. Cleveland was wounded at King’s Mountain Oct. 7, 1780. He was 
wounded before the battle. Theodore Roosevelt's “Winning of the West” Vol. 2 
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pages 258, 259, 260 speaks at length of Col. Benjamin Cleveland and his 
brother who was one of the commanders of King’s Mountain. He is described as 
having been a mighty hunter and Indian fighter in the wilderness”, He was a Col. 
of militia and a Captain in the Continental line. 


Many stories are told of his achievements, his sufferings at the hands of his 
enemies and his ruthless ferocity in revenging them and Mr. Roosevelt says he 
was “a good friend and neighbor, devoted to his country, and also a staunch 
Presbyterian”, evidently believing that it was his duty as a patriot, one of the 
chosen people, to hew Agag in pieces before the Lord in Gilgal. 


When the alarm of Mr. Fergerson’s advance from South Carolina was given, he, 
with several hundred patriotic militia moved from Wilkes and Surrey Counties to 
fall in with the over mountain men, who under Shelby, Campbell and Sevier, 
were hurrying toward Gilbertown where Fergerson lay encamped. 


The statement is made that on this advance, the Tories “had been harrasing 
Cleveland and that they had ambushed his advance guard and shot his brother, 
crippling him for life.” 


This brother was most probably Col. Larkin Cleveland. 


This Gilbertown where Fergerson lay about three weeks and where the patriot 
Colonels concentrated their forces to attack him after he fell back to the 
mountain is yet a well-known locality or place near the present Rutherfordton, 
NC. The markings of old ways are yet visible, with the ruins of some mills and 
munitions of war have been from time to time plowed up. 


The owner, William Gilbert, was then the representative of his county 
(Rutherford) in the North Carolina Patriot House of Commons and was also 
before and afterwards in the commission of peace of the new state, both of 
which positions he held for several years. The Assembly was sitting at 
Hillsborough at the time of the battle. This William Gilbert has many 
descendants in Tennessee and Alabama, none of whom, however, bear his 
name. 


Pulaski, Tenn. April 2 
From The Nashville American Newspaper 1897 
Col. Larkin Cleveland 


Draper's “King’s Mountain” - Some inaccuracies of History 
A resurrected Record 
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To the American: 


In “The American” of April 2 and 6, 1896 as well as in the Pulaski Citizen of 

April 2, publication is made relative to the burial place of Co. Larkin Cleveland on 
the Spofford or Martin farm near Buford Station in Giles County. The epitaph on 
the gravestone, some compilations from our deed records showing when and 
where he settled, names of his children, etc are given in the Citizen with the 
conclusion that after he made his will and died in 1814 “the family evidently left 
this section” in 1817. 


Recently in refitting the County Court Clerk’s office here Clerk Dan L. Eslick 
found the old record book of the Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions, covering 
March 1816 to March 1817. Some of the book is torn and mutilated. It was 
supposed to be lost. It shows the resignation of Carter Harrison Cleveland, his 
son, aS Road Overseer, thus going to prove, with the other memoranda that the 
conclusion of removal in 1817 is most probably correct. 


In the “Winning of the West” Vol. 2 pages 238-260 Mr. Theodore Roosevelt 
treats of Col. Benjamin Cleveland and mentions incidentally that the Tories 
ambushed his force en route to King’s Mountain in October 1780 and wounding 
his brother, made him a cripple for life. 


But under date of April 6 Mr. Roosevelt writes me that he cannot now say in the 
absence of his manuscript whether he refers to Larkin or another of the 
Cleveland brothers of whom there were several. 


Draper's “kings Mountain and its Heroes” pages 185-186 makes it certain that 
Larkin Cleveland was meant. He was a Lieutenant in his brother Benjamin’s 
command and was wounded while approaching the crossing at Lovelady’s Ford 
of the Catawba. He was shot in the thigh. Draper's conclusion is that the Tories 
who fired from ambush in a rocky cliff thought they were killing their arch-enemy, 
Benjamin, as the brothers were much alike. On page 458 Draper makes the 
following incorrect statement, that Larkin Cleveland settled in Lincoln County, 
Tennessee where he died in 1817 in his 67th year. 


His tombstone shows he was born April 1748; died July 9, 1814 and was from 
Franklin Co. Georgia, while deed book A, page 187, July 9 1810(?), a deed to 
him from William Polk of Wake County, North Carolina for the land whereon he 
died, describes him as of Franklin Co. GA. 


Mr. Draper's work is a mine of information concerning Revolutionary times in 
Western North Carolina and consequently in Tennessee. He seems to have 
searched every known and unknown record and source except the county 
records at Lincolnton and Rutherford, N.C. The Lincolnton records include not 
only the Lincoln County Records (NC_ but also those of the dismembered county 
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of Tryon, out of which Lincoln and Rutherford were formed in the spring of 1779. 
This ommision and the fact that Draper never personally visited this section, led 
to some few other errors which | may hereafter note 


The Draper MSS are in the custody of the Wisconsin Historical Society at 
Madison. They consist of twelve or fifteen unindexed bound volumes of 
manuscript. Dr. Draper deserves the gratitude of posterity for his monumental 
work and it must always be regretted that he did not live to publish later editions. 


Flournoy Rivers 
Pulaski Citizen” 


In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed family group 


sheets prepared by her grandmother Harriett F. Martin which stated that Frances 


(Wright) Cleveland was born on August 6, 1756, at Orange County, Virginia, married 
Larkin Cleveland in February 1773, and died on March 26, 1836, at Selma, Dallas 
County, Alabama, that Larkin Cleveland was born on Apirl 6, 1748, at Culpeper County, 


Virginia, and died on July 9, 1814, at Giles County, Tennessee, and that Frances 


(Wright) Cleveland and Larkin Cleveland had the following children: 


1) 
2) 
3) 
4) 
9) 
6) 
‘) 
Georgia, 
8) 
9) 
10) 
11) 
12) 


Betsy Cleveland, born on January 8, 1774, 

Sally Cleveland, born on April 16, 1775, 

Benjamin Cleveland, born on May 7, 1777, 

David Cleveland, born on March 9, 1779, 

Rhoda Cleveland, born on October 9, 1782, 

Abner Cleveland, born on December 20, 1783, 

Oliver Cromwell Cleveland, born on May 26, 1786, at Franklin County, 


Arenath Cleveland, born on May 10, 1788, 

Lucinda (Cleveland) German, born on December 9, 1793, 
Carter Harrison Cleveland, born on April 19, 1795, 
Pamela Cleveland, born on December 19, 1796, and 


Nancy Cleveland, born on May 31, 1798. 


From the evidence set forth above and additional evidence set forth below, the 


children of Fanny (Wright) Cleveland and Larkin Cleveland were the following: 
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1) Betsey Cleveland, born on January 8, 1774, 

2) Sally Cleveland, born on April 16, 1775, 

3) Benjamin Cleveland, born on May 7, 1777, 

4) David Cleveland, born on March 9, 1779, 

5) Rhoda Cleveland, born on October 9, 1782, 

6) Abner Cleveland, born on December 20, 1783, 

7) Oliver Cromwell Cleveland, born on May 26, 1786, at Georgia, 

8) Asenath Cleveland, born on May 10, 1788, 

9) Lucinda (Cleveland) Lester, born on December 9, 1793, 

10) Carter Harrison Cleveland, born on April 19, 1795, 

11) Pamela Cleveland, born on December 19, 1796, and 

12) Nancy Cleveland, born on May 31, 1796. 

a. Betsey Cleveland 
Betsey Cleveland was a daughter of Frances (Wright) 
Cleveland and Larkin Green Cleveland. (1779 John’, David?, Frances*) 

In her letter dated October 6, 1993, Mrs. Loretta June Wright enclosed family © 
group sheets prepared by Murray Ernest Millander which stated that Betsey Cleveland 
was a daughter of Frances (Wright) Cleveland and Larkin Green Cleveland and was 
born on January 8, 1774. 

In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed family group 
sheets prepared by her grandmother Harriett F. Martin which stated that Betsy 
Cleveland was a daughter of Frances (Wright) Cleveland and Larkin Cleveland and was 
born on January 8, 1774. 

In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed copies of three 
letters from Flournoy Rivers to The Nashville American newspaper dated April 2, 1896, 
and 1897, which stated as follows: 

“Pulaski Citizen April 2, 1896 

Col Larkin Cleveland 


Later intelligence is that Col. Cleveland's children were as follows: 
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Betsy b. 6 Jan 1774 


Sally 16 Apr 1775 

Benjamin, Jr. 7 May 1777 

David 9 Mar 1779 

Rhoda 9 Oct 1782 

Abner 20 Dec 1783 

Oliver Cromwell 26 May 1786 

Lucinda 9 Dec 1793 

Carter Harrison 19 Apr 1795 married Mary Smith 
Parmela 19 Dec 1796 died 19 Nov 1803 


Nancy 31 May 1798 died Nov 1803 


b. sally Cleveland 
Sally Cleveland was a daughter of Frances (Wright) 
Cleveland and Larkin Green Cleveland. (1779 John’, David’, Frances’) 

In her letter dated October 6, 1993, Mrs. Loretta June Wright enclosed family 
group sheets prepared by Murray Ernest Millander which stated that Sally Cleveland 
was a daughter of Frances (Wright) Cleveland and Larkin Green Cleveland and was 
born on April 16, 1775. 

In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed family group 
sheets prepared by her grandmother Harriett F. Martin which stated that Saly Cleveland 
was a daughter of Frances (Wright) Cleveland and Larkin Cleveland and was born on | 
April 16, 1775. 
page 479, I-1 

In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed copies of three 
letters from Flournoy Rivers to The Nashville American newspaper dated April 2, 1896, 
and 1897, which stated as follows: 

“Pulaski Citizen April 2, 1896 

Col Larkin Cleveland 


Later intelligence is that Col. Cleveland's children were as follows: 


Betsy b. 6 Jan 1774 
Sally 16 Apr 1775 
Benjamin, Jr. 7 May 1777 
David 9 Mar 1779 
Rhoda 9 Oct 1782 
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Abner 20 Dec 1783 
Oliver Cromwell 26 May 1786 


Lucinda 9 Dec 1793 
Carter Harrison 19 Apr 1795 married Mary Smith 
Parmela 19 Dec 1796 died 19 Nov 1803 


Nancy 31 May 1798 died Nov 1803 


C. Benjamin Cleveland 
Benjamin Cleveland was a son of Frances (Wright) 
Cleveland and Larkin Green Cleveland. (1779 John’, David’, Frances’) 

In her letter dated October 6, 1993, Mrs. Loretta June Wright enclosed family 
group sheets prepared by Murray Ernest Millander which stated that Benjamin 
Cleveland was a son of Frances (Wright) Cleveland and Larkin Green Cleveland and 
was born on May 7, 1777. 

In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed family group 
sheets prepared by her grandmother Harriett F. Martin which stated that Benjamin 
Cleveland was a son of Frances (Wright) Cleveland and Larkin Cleveland and was born 
on May 7, 1777. : 

In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed copies of three 
letters from Flournoy Rivers to The Nashville American newspaper dated April 2, 1896, 
and 1897, which stated as follows: 

“Pulaski Citizen April 2, 1896 

Col Larkin Cleveland 


Later intelligence is that Col. Cleveland's children were as follows: 


Betsy b. 6 Jan 1774 

Sally 16 Apr 1775 

Benjamin, Jr. 7 May 1777 

David 9 Mar 1779 

Rhoda 9 Oct 1782 

Abner 20 Dec 1783 

Oliver Cromwell 26 May 1786 

Lucinda 9 Dec 1/93 

Carter Harrison 19 Apr 1795 married Mary Smith 
Parmela 19 Dec 1796 died 19 Nov 1803 
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Nancy 31 May 1798 died Nov 1803 


d. David Cleveland 
David Cleveland was a son of Frances (Wright) Cleveland 
and Larkin Green Cleveland. (1779 John’, David’, Frances*) 

In her letter dated October 6, 1993, Mrs. Loretta June Wright enclosed family 
group sheets prepared by Murray Ernest Millander which stated that David Cleveland 
was a son of Frances (Wright) Cleveland and Larkin Green Cleveland and was born on 
March 9, 1779. 

In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed family group 
sheets prepared by her grandmother Harriett F. Martin which stated that David 
Cleveland was a son of Frances (Wright) Cleveland and Larkin Cleveland and was born 
on March 9, 1779. 

In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed copies of three 
letters from Flournoy Rivers to The Nashville American newspaper dated April 2, 1896, 
and 1897, which stated as follows: 

"Pulaski Citizen April 2, 1896 

Col Larkin Cleveland 


Later intelligence is that Col. Cleveland's children were as follows: 


Betsy b. 6 Jan 1774 

Sally 16 Apr 1775 

Benjamin, Jr. Tt May 1777 

David 9 Mar 1779 

Rhoda 9 Oct 1782 

Abner 20 Dec 1783 

Oliver Cromwell 26 May 1786 

Lucinda 9 Dec 1793 

Carter Harrison 19 Apr 1795 married Mary Smith 
Parmela 19 Dec 1796 died 19 Nov 1803 


Nancy 31 May 1798 died Nov 1803 
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e. Rhoda Cleveland 
Rhoda Cleveland was a daughter of Frances (Wright) 
Cleveland and Larkin Green Cleveland. (1779 John’, David?, Frances*) 

In her letter dated October 6, 1993, Mrs. Loretta June Wright enclosed family 
group sheets prepared by Murray Ernest Millander which stated that Rhoda Cleveland 
was a daughter of Frances (Wright) Cleveland and Larkin Green Cleveland and was 
born on October 9, 1782. 

In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed family group 
sheets prepared by her grandmother Harriett F. Martin which stated that Rhoda 
Cleveland was a daughter of Frances (Wright) Cleveland and Larkin Cleveland and was 
born on October 9, 1782. 

In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed copies of three 
letters from Flournoy Rivers to The Nashville American newspaper dated April 2, 1896, 
and 1897, which stated as follows: 

"Pulaski Citizen April 2, 1896 

Col Larkin Cleveland 


Later intelligence is that Col. Cleveland's children were as follows: 


Betsy b. 6 Jan 1774 
Sally 16 Apr 1775 
Benjamin, Jr. 7 May 1777 
David 9 Mar 1779 
Rhoda 9 Oct 1782 
Abner 20 Dec 1783 
Oliver Cromwell 26 May 1786 
Lucinda 9 Dec 1793 
Carter Harrison 19 Apr 1795 married Mary Smith 
Parmela 19 Dec 1796 died 19 Nov 1803 
Nancy 31 May 1798 died Nov 1803 
f. Abner Cleveland 


Abner Cleveland was a son of Frances (Wright) Cleveland 
and Larkin Green Cleveland. (1779 John’, David?, Frances*) 
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In her letter dated October 6, 1993, Mrs. Loretta June Wright enclosed family 
group sheets prepared by Murray Ernest Millander which stated that Abner Cleveland 
_ was a son of Frances (Wright) Cleveland and Larkin Green Cleveland and was born on 
December 20, 1783. 

In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed family group 
sheets prepared by her grandmother Harriett F. Martin which stated that Abner 
Cleveland was a son of Frances (Wright) Cleveland and Larkin Cleveland and was born 
on December 20,1783. 

In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed copies of three 
letters from Flournoy Rivers to The Nashville American newspaper dated April 2, 1896, 
and 1897, which stated as follows: 

"Pulaski Citizen April 2, 1896 

Col Larkin Cleveland 


Later intelligence is that Col. Cleveland's children were as follows: 


Betsy b. 6 Jan 1774 

Sally 16 Apr 1775 

Benjamin, Jr. 7 May 1777 

David 9 Mar 1779 

Rhoda 9 Oct 1782 

Abner 20 Dec 1783 

Oliver Cromwell 26 May 1786 

Lucinda 9 Dec 1793 

Carter Harrison 19 Apr 1795 married Mary Smith 
Parmela 19 Dec 1796 died 19 Nov 1803 


Nancy 31 May 1798 died Nov 1803 


g. Oliver Cromwell Cleveland, His Wife Martha (Payne) 


Cleveland, And His Descendants 





Oliver Cromwell Cleveland was a son of Frances (Wright) 
Cleveland and Larkin Green Cleveland. (1779 John’, David?, Frances’) 
On April 20, 1812, at Giles County, Tennessee, D.B. B/28 Larkin Cleveland 


gifted 100 acres of land to his son Oliver C. Cleveland: 
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"Larkin Cleveland Deed to Oliver C. Cleveland 
Registered the 2nd day of February AD 1813. 


This Indenture made and Entered into this twentieth day of April in the year of 
our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred and Twelve, Between Larkin Cleveland 
of the County of Giles and State of Tennessee of the one part, and Oliver C. 
Cleveland of the County and State aforesaid of the other part, Witnesseth that 
the said Larkin Cleveland for due in consideration of the sum of One dollar to 
him in hand paid by the said Oliver C. Cleveland, on or before the sealing and 
delivering of these presents, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, But 
more Especially for the affection which the said Larkin Cleveland bear the said 
Oliver C. Cleveland his son he the said Larkin Cleveland, hath given, granted, 
aliened, and Confirmed, and by these presents doth give, grant, alien and 
Confirm unto the said Oliver C. Cleveland a Certain tract or parcel of Land lying 
and being in the County aforesaid, on the waters of Polks Creek a branch of 
Richland Creek of Elk River. Beginning at a stake the North East Corner of the 
tract of Land which the said Larkin Cleveland Bought of Colo. William Polk, 
running west from said stake thirty one chains and sixty two links to a stake, 
thence south thirty one chains and sixty two links to a stake thence East thirty 
one chains & sixty two links to a stake, thence North, thirty one Chains and sixty 
two links to the Beginning to the true intent that the said Oliver C. Cleveland 
have one hundred acres of the Aforementioned Tract of Land, Lying in a regular 
square in the north East Corner of the square. To have and to hold the said tract 
or parcel of Land with all the profits and Entitlements thereunto belonging, or in 
any wise appertaining to the only proper use of him the said Oliver C. Cleveland 
his heirs and assigns forever. In witness whereof the said Larkin Cleveland hath 
hereunto set his hand and affixed his seal the day and year first herefore written. 


Witness Larkin Cleveland 
German Lester Juret 
Lucinda Lester Juret 


State of Tennessee 
Giles County Court Augt Session 1817 


The within Deed of Conveyance from Larkin Cleveland to Oliver C Cleveland 
was produced in Open Court of said Session and proven to be the Act and Deed 
of the said Larkin Cleveland by the Oaths of German Lester and Lucinda Lester 
the subscribing witnesses thereto and ordered to be registered. In testimony 
whereof | German Lester Clerk of said Court have hereunto set my hand and 
affixed the seal of said County Court this 25th day of September A.D. 1817. 


German Lester C.G.C.Ct." 
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On November 22, 1816, at Giles County, Tennessee, D.B. C/34 Oliver Cleveland 
purchased 40 acres of land from William Polk: 


"William Polk Deed ) 
to Oliver Cleveland ) 


For 40 acres of land on Polks Cr. of Richland Cr. 
Registered this 27th day of February 1817. 


This Indenture made on the 22nd day of November in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and sixteen, between William Polk of the State of North Carolina 
and County of Wake of the one part and Oliver Cleveland of the State of 
Tennessee and County of Giles of the other part. Witnesseth that for and in 
consideration of the sum of one hundred and fifty dollars in hand paid to the said 
William Polk hath bargained sold and conveyed and by these presents doth 
bargain sell, and convey unto the said Oliver Cleveland a certain tract or parcel 
of land, situated and lying in the State of Tenness and County of Giles and on 
the waters of Polks Creek of the Richland Creek, being part of a tract of three 
thousand acres originally granted to Thomas Polk by the State of North Carolina 
Beginning at the North East corner of 300 acres owned formerly by Col. Larkin 
Cleveland at a Beech and running thence west one hundred and twenty five and 
an half poles to a stake David Jones's corner thence north with his line fifty one 
poles to a stake thence East one hundred and twenty six and an half poles to a 

stake in Thomas Lanes line, and thence south with his line fifty one poles to the 
beginning, containing forty acres be the same more or less. 


To have and to hold the above described land and bargained premises with all 
the appartenances thereunto belonging to the said Oliver Cleveland, the only 
proper use and behoof of him the said Oliver Cleveland his heirs and assigns 
forever. And the said William Polk doth hereby promise covenant and agree to 
and with the said Oliver Cleveland his Heirs and Assigns that he the said William 
Polk his Heirs executors and administrators shall & will at all times warrent and 
forever defend the above described land and premises to the said Oliver 
Cleveland his Heirs and assigns forever against the claim or claims of all and 
every person or persons whatever whereby the same may be affected or 
incumbered, contrary to the true intent and meaning of these presents. In 
Witness whereof the said William Polk hath hereunto set his hand and affixed his 
seal the date above written. 


William Polk" 


In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed a copy of a 
Land Grant from the United States dated November 1, 1830, for 79-1/2 acres of land: 
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"Pat 6870 Vol 14 Page 253 Order #199525-LD 
Certificate No. 6870 

The United States of America, 

To all whom these presents shall come, Greeting: 


Whereas, Oliver C. Cleveland, Assignee of John B. Jones, has deposited in the 
General Land Office of the United States, a certificate of the Register of the Land 
Office at Tuscaloosa, whereby it appears that full payment has been made by | 
the said John B. Jones, according to the provisions of the act of Congress of the 
24th of April, 1820, entitled "An act making further provision for the sale of the 
Public Lands,” for the East half of the North East quarter of Section thirty-four, in 
Township twenty three of Range ten, East, in the district of lands offered for sale 
at Tuscaloosa, Alabama, containing seventy-nine acres, and fifty hundredths of 
an acre, according to the official plat of the survey of the said Lands, returned to 
the General Land Office by the Surveyor General, which said tract has been 
purchased by the said John B. Jones. 


Now Know Ye, That the United States of America, in consideration of the 
premises, and in conformity with the several acts of Congress, in such case 
made and provided, have given and granted, and, by these presents, do give 
and grant, unto the said Oliver C. Cleveland, and to his heirs, the said tract 
above described: To Have and to Hold the same, together with all the rights, 
privileges, immunities and appurtenances, of whatsoever nature thereunto 
belonging, unto the said Oliver C. Cleveland, and to his heirs and assigns forever 


In testimony whereof, |, Andrew Jackson President of the United States of 
America, have caused these Letters to be made Patent, and the seal of the 
General Land Office to be hereunto affixed 


Given under my hand, at the City of Washington, the first day of November in the 
year of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred and thirty and of the Independence 
of the United States the fifty fifth By the President 


A.J. 
P.H. 
Commissioner of the General Land Office.” 


The 1850 Census for Bibb County, Alabama, listed O. C. Cleveland with the 


following household on November 9, 1850: 
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Value of 





Name Age Sex Color Occupation Real Estate 
OC Cleveland — 60 M Farmer 2340 
Martha Cleveland 59 F 

Willis Cleveland 20 M- Farmer 

Eliza Cleveland 24 F 

Mary A E Cleveland 9 F 

Patrick Henry 7 M 

Oliver C Brown 19 M 

Place of Married Attended School Cannot Read Deaf Dumb 
Birth Within Year Within Year & Write Blind Insane etc. 
Ga 

Ga 

Ala 

SC 

Ala 

Ala 

Ala 1 


This record indicates that Oliver Cromwell Cleveland was born in about 1790 and that 
Martha (Payne) Cleveland was born in about 1791. 


Oliver C. C. Brown was my wife's great-great-grandfather. His parents were 
Willis Brown and Lucinda Cleveland. His son, Willis Newton Brown married 
Nancy Head, and their daughter, Martii, married Drury Omar Roberts. They were | 
my wife's parents. 

copying and notes by Glen R. Johnson, Sr. Certified Genealogist 


In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed a copy of the 
inventory and appraisement of the estate of O. C. Cleveland dated February 15, 1853, 


and filed at Bibb County, Alabama, Court Loose Papers: 


"The following is a list of the property appraised belonging to the Estate of O C 
Cleveland Decd. Feby 15th 1853 by Samuel Frazier A. R. P. Conwill & James W. 


Davis 
$ ct. 
One Negro Boy Reuben 900.00 
" "Friday 1100.00 
" " "Amos 1000.00 
one Negro Girl Jane & child Minor 1000.00 
i " Annroy & child Charles | 950.00 
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Negro boy Glascoe 
" "— Littleton 
Negro girl Ann 
: " "Mary 
" "Mariah 
Negro boy Westley 
" ‘ "Anderson 
Negro girl Charity 
Negro boy Wilson 
: "Andrew 
. : " Matthew 
Price 
Orange 

" " Jack 
Louisa & child Lutitia 

" ” Sarah worth nothing 

One Set of Blacksmith Tools 
One Lot of Iron 
One Waggon 
One Log Chain 
One Lot plow Singletons & Harrow 
One Lot of Bridles & 5 pr. plow gear 
One Sorrel Mule 
One Roan Colt 
One Bay Mare 
One Roan Mare 
3 Goats 
One Corn Sheller & Box 
One Lot of 6 Hogsheads 
One Cutting knife & Box 
One Lot of Oats 2/ per Bushel 
One Gin Head 
One Thrasher & Fan 
One Gin Band 
One Lot of Singletree 
One Yellow Cow & Yearling 
One Red headed Cow & yearling 
One Whitefaced Cow & Yearling 
Two Spotted Steers 
One Grindstone 
One pided Cow 


2 Spades 3 Axes and Other Sundries 


One Broadaxe 
One Work Bench 


488. 


3 Cows & yearling 30.00 
One Gray Mule 85.00 


) A. R. P. Conwill 
appraisers ) James W. Davis 
Samuel Frezer 


The State of Alabama ) 
Bibb County ) 


| Charles P. Findley an acting Justice of the Peace in and for said County do 
hereby certify that the above named A. R. P. Conwill James M. Davis & Samuel 
Frazier was duly qualified before me as appraisers of the above described 
property on the 15th day of Feby 1853 


Charles P. Findley J.P. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 19th day of February 1853 


Jno W Little Charles P. Finley Adm 
Judge of probate” 


In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed a copy of the 
application of Martha Cleveland dated May 10, 1855, for bounty land by reason of the 
service of her husband Oliver C. Cleveland in the War of 1812: 


"#46,888 Martha Cleveland, wid. of Oliver C. Cleveland. Willis W.C. Cleveland 
Centreville, AL 1856. 


State of Alabama __) 
Bibb Co. ) 


On this 10th day of May A.D. One thousand eight hundred and fifty five 
personally appeared before me Wm. W. Morrow a justice of the peace within 
and for said county and state Martha Cleveland aged Sixty three years a resident 
of Bibb County in the state of Alabama who being sworn according to law 
declares that she is the widow of Oliver C. Cleveland who was a private in the 
company Commanded by Captain___—s«Farmer in the (number of the regiment 
not recollected) Regiment of Tennessee volunteers commanded by Col. Robert 
Steele in the war with the Creek Indians during the year 1816 and that her said 
husband volunteered in Giles county Tennessee on or about the latter part of the 
winter or early part of the spring of the year 1816 for the term of three months 
and was regularly mustered into the service of the United States about the same 
time at Fayetteville Lincoln county Tennessee and continued in actual service in 
said war for the term of three months and was honorably discharged at 
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Fayetteville in Lincoln county Tennessee on or about the latter part of the spring 
or early part of the summer the year 1816 as will more fully appear by the Muster 
Rolls of said company. And for further proof of these facts she refers to the 
application of her late husband for Bounty Land under the Act of September 28th 
1850 upon which he obtained a land warrant for Forty acres. She further states 
that she was married to the said Oliver C. Cleveland in Franklin county state of 
Georgia on the 24th day of February A.D. 1807 by one Frederick Bell a justice of 
the peace and that her name before her said marriage was Martha Payne that 
her said husband died in Bibb county state of Alabama on the 27th day of 
January A.D. 1852 and that she is now a widow. And that there is no public 
record of her said marriage and that a family record is all the record there is of 
the same a copy of which is attached to this declaration (marked A) 


She further declares that her late husband made application for bounty land 
under the act of September 28th 1850 and obtained a land warrant for Forty 
acres (the application herein before refered to) No. not now recollected which he 
legally disposed of during his lifetime. And that her husband never made any 
other application nor received any other bounty land warrant and that she has 
never made any other application for bounty land except this. She makes this 
declaration for the purpose of obtaining the bounty land which she may be 
entitled to under the Act approved March 3rd 1855. 


Martha Cleveland 


We Benjamin Stevens and William A. Schoolar residents of Bibb county state of 
Alabama upon our oaths declare that the foregoing declaration was signed and 
acknowledged by Martha Cleveland in our presence and that we believe from the 
appearance and statements of the applicant that she is the identical person she 
represents herself to be. 


Benjn Stevens 
Wm. A. Schoolar 


(A) Copy of the private Record of the marriage of Oliver C. Cleveland & Martha 
Cleveland his wife: 


‘Oliver Cromwell Cleveland & Patsey his wife was married Febry 24th 1807’ 


We Benjamin Stevens & William A. Schoolar residents of Bibb county state of 
Alabama declare upon our oaths that we have examined the original record of 
the marriage of Oliver C. Cleveland & Martha Cleveland his wife in the family 
Bible of Mrs. Martha Cleveland of which the foregoing is a correct copy & that 
said original record is genuine and further that we have known Martha Cleveland 
& Oliver C. Cleveland her late husband for eight or more years previous to the 
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death of said Oliver C. Cleveland and that they lived together as husband & wife 
& were received in society & recognized as such. 


Benjn Stevens 
Wm. A. Schoolar 


| Lucinda H Kersh a resident of Centreville Bibb county state of Alabama do 
upon my oath declare that | was intimately acquainted with Oliver C Cleveland 
during his lifetime & that said Oliver C Cleveland died on the 27th day of January 
1852 


Lucinda H. Kersh 


The foregoing declaration and affidavits were sworn to and subscribed before 
me on the day and year above written and | certify that | Know the affiants to be 
credable persons that the claimant is the person she represents herself to be 
and that | have no interest in this claim 


Wm. W. Morrow, J.P. 


Centreville Bibb co. Ala February 7th 1856 
Hon. J. Minot Commissioner of Pensions 


Please find enclosed the affidavits of Jacob D. Kersh and John D. P. Wilkinson 
forwarded for the purpose of establishing the widowhood of Martha Cleveland in 
the case of the application of Martha Cleveland widow of Oliver C. Cleveland 
dec"d for bounty land under the act of March 1855 which said application it 
appears from your circular marked D and dated January 18th 1856 sent to me, is 
suspended for proff of widowhood. 


It is hoped the enclosed affidavits will be sufficient to establish fact of the 
widowhood of the applicant. Please inform me of their reception and if they are 
sufficient and if not what other proof is necessary and when the application will 
again be taken up to be acted upon. 


Yours Respecfly 
Willis W C Cleveland 


(Address, Willis W C Cleveland Centreville Bibb County Alabama 


The State of Alabama ) 
Bibb County ) 


| John W. Suttle Judge of the Probate court of said county hereby certify that 
Wm W Morrow whose genuine signature appears to the foregoing certificate is 
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and was at the time of signing said certificate a duly elected qualified and 
commissioned Justice of the peace within and for said county & state and that all 
his official acts as such are of righ entitled to full faith and credit. 


In testimony whereof | have hereunto set my hand and affixed the official seal of 
the Probate court of said county on this 11th day of May A.D. 1855. 


Jno. W. Suttle Judge of probate” 


In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed a copy of the 
Division and Allotment of the estate of Oliver C. Cleveland dated April 25, 1853, and 
filed in Bibb County, Alabama, Court Loose Papers: 


"The State of Alabama ) 
Bibb County ) 


In pursuance of an order of the Probate Court of County aforesaid the 
undersigned commissioners as appointed by said court have proceed aded to 
divide & set apart to the Distributees of the Estate of Oliver C. Cleveland decd as 
directed in said order the personal & real estate as follows to wit: 





Lot No 1 
To Mrs Martha Cleveland | 
Negro Boy Reuben 950.00 
"man Price 450.00 
i "Orange 350.00 
"Girl Mariah 850.00 
"man Jack 300.00 
"child Lutitia 150.00 
All the personal property pertaining to farm 544.00 
Amt recd 3794.00 
Commrs make her distribution share 3843.50 
Leaving a Balance in her favor of $ 69.50 
Lot 2 
Jackson S. Cleaviand 
Negro Boy Peter 400.00 
" ” Amos 600.00 
‘ ”— Darrill 175.00 
"Girl Mary 800.00 
1975.00 
Lot 2 Brot ford 1975.00 
Negro Boy Anderson 600.00 
Land Belonging to Estate 69 acres | 900.00 
Amt recd. | 3075.00 
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His distributive share 
Over paid 


No 3. Mrs. Lucinda Kersh 

1 Negro Girl Lydia 

1 " Boy Allen 

" Jane & child Minor 

96 acres of land on which she resides 
Amt recd 

Her distribution share 
Balance due her 


No 4 Carter W Cleveland 
Negro Boy Jack 
"Anne Roy's child 
"Roy Littleton 
153 acres Land on which he resides 
Amt allotted | 
His distributive Share 
over paid 


No 5 Mrs. Louisa Frost 

Negro Girl Phebe 
"Boy Wilson 
"Woman Anne 
"Man Matthew 


Her distributive share 
Bal due her 


No 6. D W C Cleveland 
Negro Boy Turner 

" ” Andrew 
Glascoe 
80 Acres land 


His distributive share 
over paid 


No 7. Patrick Henry 
Negro Girl Dilly 
" Man Friday 
"Boy Wesley 
An advancement to his Mother 


493. 


2850.57 
220.43 


900.00 
350.00 
1100.00 
800.00 
2750.00 
2858.97 
108.57 


750.00 
1000.00 
250.00 
1000.00 
3000.00 
2850.57 
149.43 








900.00 
900.00 
650.00 
800.00 
2850.00 
2850.5/ 
Of 


7350.00 
900.00 
350.00 
1000.00 
3000.00 
2850.57 
149.43 


400.00 
1200.00 
950.00 
200.00 
2350.00 





His distributive share 2850.57 





Bal. due 800.57 
No 8. To Willis W C Cleaveland 

Negro Boy Henry $750.00 

7 ” Amos 950.00 

” Charity } 300.00 

_ 240 Acres land on which is his mother's life estate 1200.00 

Amt recd 3200.00 

His distributive Share 2850.57 

over paid 349.43 


All of which is herewith submitted 


JA Smith 

Wm A Landrum 
George W Howard 
Felix Shropshuir’” 


In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed a copy of the 
will of Martha Cleveland dated February 5, 1857, and probated on March 9, 1858, at 
Bibb County, Alabama, Court Loose Papers: 


"The State of Alabama ) 
Bibb County ) 


|, Martha Cleveland of the afore said State and County being of sound mind and 
disposing memory and in health but mindful of my mortality do make and publish 
this my last will and testament disposing of the property hereinafter mentioned as 
follows. 


| give, devise, and bequeath unto my Grand Daughter Mary, Ann, Elisabeth 
Cleveland one horse Sadelle bridle and blanket, One fether bed with sufficient 
bed clothes to furnish it, one negroe girl name Louticia with her natural increase, 
and all the profits and benefits arising from said negroe in any manner whatever 


The property above specified together with all the rights, issues, and profits there 
from arising or in any wise accruing | hereby give devise and bequeath unto my 
said grand daughter Mary Ann Elizabeth to her sole seperate and exclusive use 
benefit and behoof free from the debts contracts and liabilities of every sort of 
any husband that she may have. 


At the death of my said grand daughter | will and direct that said property be 


bequeathed to her go to the lawful heirs of her body, but if she should die without 
leaving lawful issue surviving her | direct that said property so devised and 
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bequeathed to her revert and fall back in to the residum of my estate to be 
equally divided between my right heirs. 


| further hereby appoint my son, W. W. C. Cleveland, the guardian of my said 
grand daughter and will that at my death he shall take possession of the property 
herein bequeathed unto her, and hold the same appropriating the profits there 
from arising to her use and benefit until she shall either marry or arrive at the age 
of eighteen years in the case of either of these events hapning, | will and direct 
that she shall take possession of the property herein bequeathed unto her and 
hold the same subject to the provisions of this Will. 


| further hereby constitute and appoint as executors to this my last will and 
testament my sons Jackson S. Carter, Cromwell, and W. W. C. Cleveland 
Sincerely trusting that they will faithfully execute in letter and spirit my wishes 
and directions herein set forth. In witness whereof | have hereunto as and for 
my last Will and testament, revoking all former ones, set my hand and seal on 
this the fifth day of February one thousand eight hundred and fifty seven. 


Martha Cleveland 


The above instrument consisting of three pages was at the date there of signed, 
sealed, published and declared to us by the said Martha Cleveland as and for 
her last Will and testament who at her request and in her presence, and in the 
presence of each other have subscribed our names as witnesses thereto on this 
the fifth day of February one thousand eight hundred and fifty seven. 


Carter H. Cleveland jr. 
Charles C. Cleveland” 

In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed a copy of the 
Inventory and Appraisement of the estate of Martha Cleveland dated March 13, 1858, 
filed at Bibb County, Alabama, Court Loose Papers: 

"The State of Alabama ) 

Bibb County ) 


The following is an Inventory and appraisment of all the personal property 
belonging to the Estate of Martha Cleveland Decd that was Shown us as that 
come to our Knowledge 


1/2 interest in a horse Griss mill $30.00 
1 no top Buggy & Harniss umbrella &c 110.00 
1 Grind Stone 25 
1 Drawing Knife 15 
1 old Brod ax & Chisel AD 
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1 Good Brod ax 

1 work Bench & Square 

1 Sett Black Smith Tooles 
1 old Gin 

1 pr Strechers old 

1 Thresher 

1 fan 

1 pr Large Stilyards 

1 brown collard Mare Colt 
1 Corn sheller 

1 Cutting Knife 

5 Hogsheads 

1 old Cow 

1 heiffer 

1 Black sided heiffer 

1 Black Bull 

1 Red Calf 

1 pided Bull 

1 Roane Mare 

1 Wash pot 

3 Dry cow hides 

2 Side harness 

2 button jerkin | 
2 Window Curtins 12/ 


1 Rocking Chair | 

7 Chairs 5/ 
1 Settee 

1 Gray mule 


1 Sorrell horse mule 

1 Roan Mare Mule 

1 Bay mule colt 

1 old Road Waggon 

1 Walnut Chest 

1 Trunk 

1 old Trunk 

1 Bed Bed stead & furniture 

1 Bed Bed Stead Matras 2 pillers & furniture 

1 Ward Rob 

1 Bed Bedstead 2 Matrasses 2 pillows & furniture 
1 feather Bed 

1 Bed Bed Stead 2 matrasses pillows & furniture 
1 Walnut Burow 

1 Looking Glass 

1 mettle Clock 

1 Bed Bed Stead 2 matrasses & 2 Sheets 
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1 Side Saddle 4.00 


_ 1 Crack Reel 1.50 
1 Negro man price 400.00 
1 Negro Woman Mariah & Child Leutia 1200.00 
1 Negro Man Jack 300.00 
1 Negro man Reubin 900.00 
1 Sausage Cutter 3.00 
1 safe 8.00 
20 plates 1.50 
1 pot & Tea Kittle 1.00 
1 Set table furniture 6.00 

Jno W Suttle 

Wm A Fenden 

T J King 
Also the property disposed of by the will to Mary A E. Cleveland 
Negro Girl Loutitia 500.00 
1 Horse Sadde Bridle & Blanket 70.00 
1 Feather Bed & bed clothing 60.00 


The State of Alabama ) 
Bibb County ) 


Personally appeared before me Wm W Morrow an acting Justice in and for said 
county Jno W Suttle Wm A Fondre and T J King appraisers appointed by the 
Probate court of said County to appraise the estate of Martha Cleveland 
deceased who being duly sworn says upon oath that the foregoing is a correct 
appraisement of the property belonging to said Est including all the property 
shown to them by the Executor and all that came to their knowledge 


T J King 
Wm Fenden 
Jno W Suttle 
sworn to & subscribed before me this 13th day of March 1858 


Wm W Morrow J.P. 


1 note on J R Frost & J S Cleveland for $215.26 
Due the 28th Septr 1854 | | 

1 Note on J. Nile Brown for 25.00 
Due the 9th Novr 1857 

1 note on C W C Cleveland for $30.00 


Due the 8th March 1856 
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1 note on RH Pratt & James M Williams $100.00 
Due on 5th March 1856 


1 note onO C and W W Cleveland $100.00 
Due the 25th Jany 1857 
Money on hand $550.00 


The State of Alabama ) 
Bibb County ) 


Personally appeared before me Jackson Gardner Judge of Probate for said 
County J. S. Cleveland Executer of the Last Will and testament of the Estate of 
Martha Cleveland and and made oath that the foregoing contains a true 
inventory and appraisement and notes belonging to said Estate So far as has 
come to his knowledge Sworn to before me this 17th March 1858 


Jackson Gardner JS Cleveland 
Judge of Probate” 


In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed a copy of the 
accounting for the estate of Martha Cleveland dated October 11, 1869, and filed at Bibb 
County, Alabama, Court Loose Papers: 

"In the Probate Court of Bibb County and State of Alabama 


In the matter of the final settlement of W W Cleveland administrator de bonis 
non of the Estate of Martha Cleveland decd this being the day set by former 
order of this Court for passing and allowing the account Current hereto for filed 
by W. W. Cleveland as administrator of the Estate of the said Martha Cleveland 
deced Now this day comes into open Court the said W W Cleveland 
administrator as aforesaid and moves the Court to pass and allow said account 
current filed as aforesaid as stated and also comr Jno S Gardner who has been 
by this Court regularly appointed guardian ad litem for the minor heirs and 
legatees of said Estate and in open Court accepts said appointment of Guardian 
ad litem. And it appearing to the satisfaction of the Court by competent evidence 
that notice of this settlement has been given the heirs and legatees of said 
Estate by posting up written notices at the Court House and at three other public 
places in said county for three successive weeks prior to this day notifying the 
heirs and legatees of said Estate to appear on this day and contest said account 
current if they thought proper - there being no newspaper published in said 
county. The Court now proceeds to examine and pass upon said account 
current and it appearing to the satisfaction of the Court by competent evidence 
that said W W A Cleveland as administrator as aforesaid has received in United 
states Currency the sum of eighty two dollars and has disbursed in the payment 
of debts of said Estate the sum of eighty two dollars which amount being 
deducted from the amount received leaves nothing in the hands of the said 
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W W A Cleveland as administrator as aforesaid and it further appearing to the 
satisfaction of the Court by competent evidence that said W W Cleveland has 
charged himself with all the assets which have come into his hands belonging to 
said estate and has been credited with the amount only which he is by law 
entitled to and there being no objections filed or made to the passing and 
allowance of said account current It is therefor ordered adjudged and decreed by 
this Court that said account current be passed and allowed as above stated and 
that the same be filed and entered of record” 

In her letter dated October 6, 1993, Mrs. Loretta June Wright enclosed family 
group sheets prepared by Murray Ernest Millander which stated that Oliver Cromwell 
Cleveland was a son of Frances (Wright) Cleveland and Larkin Green Cleveland, was 
born on May 26, 1786, at Georgia, married Martha Payne on February 24, 1807, at 
Franklin County, Georgia, and died on October 1, 1854, at Perry County, Alabama, that 
Martha (Payne) Cleveland was born in 1791 at Franklin County, Georgia, and that 
Oliver Cromwell Cleveland and Martha (Payne) Cleveland had the following children: 

1) Jackson S. Cleveland, born in 1808 at Franklin County, Georgia, 

2) Carter W. Cleveland, born in 1816 at Tennessee, 

3) Willis William Calloway Cleveland, born on December 16, 1828, at Bibb 
County, Alabama, 

4) Lucinda (Cleveland) Brown, born at Bibb County, Alabama, 

3) Louisa (Cleveland) Frost, born at Bibb County, Alabama, 

6) Emily E. (Cleveland) Henry, born at Bibb County, Alabama, and 

T) David William Cromwell Cleveland, born in 1823 at Bibb County, 
Alabama. 

In those same family group sheets Mr. Murray Ernest Millander stated that: 

"Note: Oliver C. Cleveland became first coroner of the newly formed county of 

Bibb in 1818. This was year before Alabama became a state. pg. 23. 


Note: Oliver C. Cleveland was named Major of the county regiment in Bibb Co. in 
August of 1818. He was a veteran of the War of 1812. pg. 25. 


Note: Oliver C. Cleveland was a slave owner and one of the first slave owners in 
Bibb County to use a medical doctor to treat his slaves. pg. 91. 


Bibb County Alabama, The First Hundred Years 1818-1918. by Rjpda Coleman 
Ellison, The University of Alabama Press, 1984. 


0099C(021506) 499. 


Note: Oliver Cromwell was married 24 Feb 1807 in Franklin Co., Ga. to Martha 

Payne. He died in Bibb Co., Al. on 27 Jan 1852." 

In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed family group 
sheets prepared by her grandmother Harriett F. Martin which stated that Oliver 
Cromwell Cleveland was a son of Frances (Wright) Cleveland and Larkin Cleveland, 
was born on May 26, 1786, at Franklin County, Georgia, married Martha Payne on 
February 24, 1807, at Franklin County, Georgia, and died January 27, 1853, at Bibb 
County, Alabama, that Martha (Payne) Cleveland was born in 1793 at Franklin County, 
Georgia, and died on February 5, 1857, at Bibb County, Alabama, and that Oliver 
Cromwell Cleveland and Martha (Payne) Cleveland had the following children: 

1) Jackson S. Cleveland, born in 1808 at Franklin County, Georgia, 

2) Emily E. (Cleveland) Henry, born in about 1810 at Bibb County, Alabama, 

3) Lucinda H. (Cleveland) Brown, born in 1812 at Bibb County, Alabama, 

4) Carter Walton Cleveland, born in 1816 at Tennessee, 

5) David William Cromwell Cleveland, born in 1823 at Alabama, 

6) Louisa P. (Cleveland) frost, born in 1825 at Alabama, and 

7) Willis William Calloway Cleveland, born on December 16, 1829, at 
Alabama. 

I. Jackson S. Cleveland, His Wife Mary (Wilson 


Cleveland, And His Descendants 





| Jackson S. Cleveland was a son of Oliver Cromwell 
Cleveland and Martha (Payne) Cleveland. (1779 John’, David’, Frances®, Oliver 
Cromwell*) 
The 1850 Census for Bibb County, Alabama, listed J. S. Cleveland with the 


following household on November 9, 1850: 
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Name Age Sex Color Occupation Value of Real Estate 





JS Cleveland 42 M Farmer 2100 
Mary Cleveland 40 F | 

Lucinda Cleveland 21 F 

Oliver C Cleveland 17 M 

Wilson P Cleveland 14 M 

Louisa Cleveland | 12 M 

Willis B Cleveland 10 M 

Leonidas A Cleveland 5 M 

Sarah E H Cleveland 3 F 

Larkin G Cleveland 1 M 

Sarah W Cleveland 67 F 

Martha Cleveland 17 F 

Place of Married Attended School CannotRead Deaf Dumb 
Birth Within Year Within Year & Write Blind Insane etc. 
Ga 

Ten 

Ala 

Ala 

Ala 

Ala 

Ala 

Ala 

Ala 

Ala 

NC 

Ala 1 


This record indicates that Jackson S. Cleveland was born in about 1808 and that Mary 
(Wilson) Cleveland was born in about 1810. 

In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed a copy of the 
Division and Allotment of the estate of Oliver C. Cleveland dated April 25, 1853, and 
filed in Bibb County, Alabama, Court Loose Papers which listed Jackson S. Cleavland 


as a distributee: 
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“The State of Alabama ) 
Bibb County ) 


In pursuance of an order of the Probate Court of County aforesaid the 
undersigned commissioners as appointed by said court have proceed aded to 
divide & set apart to the Distributees of the Estate of Oliver C. Cleveland decd as 
directed in said order the personal & real estate as follows to wit: 


Lot 2 








Jackson S. Cleavland 
Negro Boy Peter 400.00 
” Amos 600.00 
: ”— Darrill 175.00 
“Girl Mary 800.00 
1975.00 
Lot 2 Brot ford | 1975.00 
Negro Boy Anderson 600.00 
Land Belonging to Estate 69 acres 500.00 
Amt recd. 3075.00 
His distributive share 2850.57 
Over paid 220.43 


All of which is herewith submitted 


J A Smith 

Wm A Landrum 
George W Howard 
Felix Shropshuir” 


In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed a copy of the 
will of Martha Cleveland dated February 5, 1857, and probated on March 9, 1858, at 
Bibb County, Alabama, Court Loose Papers and which listed Jackson S. Cleveland as 
one of her sons: 

“The State of Alabama ) 

Bibb County ) 


|, Martha Cleveland of the afore said State and County being of sound mind and 

disposing memory and in health but mindful of my mortality do make and publish 
this my last will and testament disposing of the property hereinafter mentioned as 
follows. 
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| further hereby constitute and appoint as executors to this my last will and 
testament my sons Jackson S. Carter, Cromwell, and W. W. C. Cleveland 
Sincerely trusting that they will faithfully execute in letter and spirit my wishes 
and directions herein set forth. In witness whereof | have hereunto as and for 
my last Will and testament, revoking all former ones, set my hand and seal on 
this the fifth day of February one thousand eight hundred and fifty seven. 


Martha Cleveland 


The above instrument consisting of three pages was at the date there of signed, 
sealed, published and declared to us by the said Martha Cleveland as and for 
her last Will and testament who at her request and in her presence, and in the 
presence of each other have subscribed our names as witnesses thereto on this 
the fifth day of February one thousand eight hundred and fifty seven. 


Carter H. Cleveland jr. 
Charles C. Cleveland” 
In her letter dated October 6, 1993, Mrs. Loretta June Wright enclosed family 
group sheets prepared by Murray Ernest Millander which stated that Jackson S. 
Cleveland was a son of Oliver Cromwell Cleveland and Martha (Payne) Cleveland, was 
born in 1808 at Franklin County, Georgia, and married Mary Wilson on January 1, 
1829, and that Jackson S. Cleveland and Mary (Wilson) Cleveland had the following 
children: 
1) Lucinda Cleveland, born in 1829 at Alabama, 
2) Oliver Cromwell Cleveland, born in 1833 at Alabama, 
3) Wilson P. Cleveland, born in 1836 at Alabama, 
4) Louisa Cleveland, born in 1838 at Alabama, 
3) Willis B. Cleveland, born in 1840 at Alabama, 
6) Leonidas A. Z. Cleveland, born in 1845 at Alabama, 
7) sarah E. W. Cleveland, born in 1847 at Alabama, 
8) Larkin G. Cleveland, born in 1849 at Alabama, 
In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed family group 
sheets prepared by her grandmother Harriett F. Martin which stated that Jackson S. 


Cleveland was a son of Oliver Cromwell Cleveland, was born in 1808 at Franklin 
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County, Georgia, married Mary Wilson on January 1, 1829, and died before January 2, 
1860, when his estate was administered. 
Ii. Emily E. (Cleveland) Henry And Her Husband Ezekiel 
Henry 
Emily E. (Cleveland) Henry was a daughter of Oliver 
Cromwell Cleveland and Martha (Payne) Cleveland. (1779 John’, David’, Frances’®, 
Oliver Cromwell’) 
In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed a copy of the 
Division and Allotment of the estate of Oliver C. Cleveland dated April 25, 1853, and 
filed in Bibb County, Alabama, Court Loose Papers which listed Patrick Henry as a 


distributee: 
“The State of Alabama ) 
Bibb County ) 


In pursuance of an order of the Probate Court of County aforesaid the 
undersigned commissioners as appointed by said court have proceed aded to 
divide & set apart to the Distributees of the Estate of Oliver C. Cleveland decd as 
directed in said order the personal & real estate as follows to wit: 


No 7. Patrick Henry 


Negro Girl Dilly 400.00 
“Man Friday 1200.00 

“ Boy Wesley 990.00 
An advancement to his Mother 200.00 
2350.00 

His distributive share 2350.57 
Bal. due 800.57 


All of which is herewith submitted 


JA Smith 
Wm A Landrum 
George W Howard 
Felix Shropshuir” 
In her letter dated October 6, 1993, Mrs. Loretta June Wright enclosed family 


group sheets prepared by Murray Ernest Millander which stated that Emily E. Cleveland 
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was a daughter of Oliver Cromwell Cleveland and Martha (Payne) Cleveland, was born 
at Bibb County, Alabama, and married Ezekiel Henry on July 8, 1841, and that the 
Henry family were direct descendants of Patrick Henry of Virginia. 

In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed family group 
sheets prepared by her grandmother Harriett.F. Martin which stated that Emily E. 
Cleveland was a daughter of Oliver Cromwell Cleveland and Martha (Payne) Cleveland, 
was born in about 1810 at Bibb County, Alabama, and married Ezekiel Henry. 

ili. Lucinda (Cleveland) (Brown) Kersh And Her 
Husbands Willis Brown And Martin P. Kersh 
Lucinda (Cleveland) (Brown) Kersh was a daughter of 
Oliver Cromwell Cleveland and Martha (Payne) Cleveland. (1779 John’, David’, 
Frances®, Oliver Cromwell’) 

In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed a copy of the 

Division and Allotment of the estate of Oliver C. Cleveland dated April 25, 1853, and 


filed in Bibb County, Alabama, Court Loose Papers which listed Lucinda Kersh as a | 


distributee: 
“The State of Alabama ) 
Bibb County ) 


In pursuance of an order of the Probate Court of County aforesaid the 
undersigned commissioners as appointed by said court have proceed aded to 
divide & set apart to the Distributees of the Estate of Oliver C. Cleveland decd as 
directed in said order the personal & real estate as follows to wit: 


No 3, Mrs. Lucinda Kersh 





1 Negro Girl Lydia 900.00 
1 “Boy Allen 350.00 
“ Jane & child Minor 1100.00 
96 acres of land on which she resides 800.00 

Amt recd | 2750.00 
Her distribution share 2858.57 

Balance due her 108.57 


0099C(021506) 505. 


All of which is herewith submitted 


JA Smith 

Wm A Landrum 
George W Howard 
Felix Shropshuir” 

In her letter dated October 6, 1993, Mrs. Loretta June Wright enclosed family 
group sheets prepared by Murray Ernest Millander which stated that Lucinda Cleveland 
was a daughter of Oliver Cromwell Cleveland and Martha (Payne) Cleveland, was born 
at Bibb County, Alabama, and married first Willis Brown on December 24, 1829, and 
married second Martin P. Kersh. 

In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed family group 
sheets prepared by her grandmother Harriett F. Martin which stated that Lucinda H. 
Cleveland was a daughter of Oliver Cromwell Cleveland and Martha (Payne) Cleveland, 


was born in 1812, married Willis Brown on December 24, 1829, and died in 1876. 


iv. Carter Walton Cleveland, His Wives Elender (Terry) 
Cleveland And Mary Ann (Kersh) Cleveland, And His 
Descendants | 
Carter Walton Cleveland was a son of Oliver 
Cromwell Cleveland and Martha (Payne) Cleveland. (1779 John’, David’, Frances’, 
Oliver Cromwell*) 

In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed a copy of the 
Division and Allotment of the estate of Oliver C. Cleveland dated April 25, 1853, and 
filed in Bibb County, Alabama, Court Loose Papers which listed Carter W. Cleveland as 
a distributee: 

“The State of Alabama ) 

Bibb County ) 


In pursuance of an order of the Probate Court of County aforesaid the 
undersigned commissioners as appointed by said court have proceed aded to 
divide & set apart to the Distributees of the Estate of Oliver C. Cleveland decd as 
directed in said order the personal & real estate as follows to wit: 
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No 4 Carter W Cleveland 


Negro Boy Jack 750.00 
“Anne Roy's child 1000.00 
“Roy Littleton 250.00 

153 acres Land on which he resides 1000.00 

Amt allotted 3000.00 

His distributive Share 2850.57 

over paid 149.43 


All of which is herewith submitted 


JA Smith 
Wm A Landrum 
George W Howard 
Felix Shropshuir’ 
In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed a copy of the 
will of Martha Cleveland dated February 5, 1857, and probated on March 9, 1858, at 


Bibb County, Alabama, Court Loose Papers and which listed Carter Cleveland as one 


of her sons: 
“The State of Alabama ) 
Bibb County ) 


|, Martha Cleveland of the afore said State and County being of sound mind and 

disposing memory and in health but mindful of my mortality do make and publish 
this my last will and testament disposing of the property hereinafter mentioned as 
follows. 


| further hereby constitute and appoint as executors to this my last will and 
testament my sons Jackson S. Carter, Cromwell, and W. W. C. Cleveland 
Sincerely trusting that they will faithfully execute in letter and spirit my wishes 
and directions herein set forth. In witness whereof | have hereunto as and for 
my last Will and testament, revoking all former ones, set my hand and seal on 
this the fifth day of February one thousand eight hundred and fifty seven. 


Martha Cleveland 
The above instrument consisting of three pages was at the date there of signed, 


sealed, published and declared to us by the said Martha Cleveland as and for 
her last Will and testament who at her request and in her presence, and in the 
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presence of each other have subscribed our names as witnesses thereto on this 
the fifth day of February one thousand eight hundred and fifty seven. 


Carter H. Cleveland jr. 
Charles C. Cleveland” 
In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed a transcription 
of the 1860 Census for Bibb County, Alabama, which listed C. W. Cleveland with the 
following household on August 1: 


Dwelling Family Occupation 
Page No. No. Names Age Sex Color etc. 
69 473 465 C. W. Cleveland 44 M Farmer 
Mary Cleveland 38 =F 
Mary A Cleveland 19 F 
Jackson S. Cleveland 22 M 
Eliza P Cleveland 15 oF 
Elmirah Cleveland 13 OF 
David Cleveland 10 M 
Ann Cleveland 8 F 
Value - Value - Can"t Enum- 
Real Personal Married School Read eration 


Estate Property Birthplace in yr. inyear orWrite Date Remarks 


2000 7000 Tenn 
S. Car 

In her letter dated October 6, 1993, Mrs. Loretta June Wright enclosed family 
group sheets prepared by Murray Ernest Millander which stated that Carter W. 
Cleveland was a son of Oliver Cromwell Cleveland and Martha (Payne) Cleveland, was 
born in 1816 at Tennessee, and married Mary __, and that Mary (___) Cleveland 
was born in 1823 at South Carolina. 

In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed family group 
sheets prepared by her grandmother Harriett F. Martin which stated that Carter Walton 
Cleveland was a son of Oliver Cromwell Cleveland and Martha (Payne) Cleveland, 
married first Elender Terry on December 1, 1836, married second Mary Ann Kersh on 
October 2, 1843, at Bibb County, Alabama, and died in 1876 at Bibb County, Alabama, 
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that Mary Ann (Kersh) Cleveland was born in 1823 at Barnwell District, South Carolina, 
and died at Bibb County, Alabama, and that Carter Walton Cleveland and Elender 
(Terry) Cleveland had the following child: 

1) Eliza P. (Cleveland) Kingley, born in 1841 at Bibb County, Alabama, and 
that Carter Walton Cleveland and Mary Ann (Kersh) Cleveland had the following 
children: 

1) Elmina Harrison (Cleveland) Fuller, born on October 26, 1846, at Bibb 
County, Alabama, 

2) David Cleveland, born in 1849, 

3) Ann Cleveland, born in 1852, and 

4) Jackson Cleveland, born in 1857. 

However, the 1860 Census for Bibb County, Alabama, indicates that Jackson Cleveland 
was born in 1838, which would make him a child of the first marriage of Carter Walton 
Cleveland. Further research will be required to clarify this relationship. 
V. David William Cromwell Cleveland And His Wife 

Theresa F. (Henry) Cleveland 

David William Cromwell Cleveland was a son of 
Oliver Cromwell Cleveland and Martha (Payne) Cleveland. (1779 John’, David’, | 
Frances’, Oliver Cromwell*) 

In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed a copy of the 
Division and Allotment of the estate of Oliver C. Cleveland dated April 25, 1853, and 
filed in Bibb County, Alabama, Court Loose Papers which listed D. W. C. Cleveland as 
a distributee: 

“The State of Alabama ) 

Bibb County ) 


In pursuance of an order of the Probate Court of County aforesaid the 
undersigned commissioners as appointed by said court have proceed aded to 
divide & set apart to the Distributees of the Estate of Oliver C. Cleveland decd as 
directed in said order the personal & real estate as follows to wit: 
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No 6. DWC Cleveland 





Negro Boy Turner 750.00 
. ” Andrew 900.00 

. "  Glascoe 350.00 

80 Acres land 1000.00 
3000.00 

His distributive share 2850.57 
over paid 149.43 


All of which is herewith submitted 


JA Smith 

Wm A Landrum 
George W Howard 
Felix Shropshuir” 


In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed a copy of the 
will of Martha Cleveland dated February 5, 1857, and probated on March 9, 1858, at 
Bibb County, Alabama, Court Loose Papers and which listed Cromwell Cleveland as 
one of her son: 


“The State of Alabama ) 
Bibb County ) 


|, Martha Cleveland of the afore said State and County being of sound mind and 

disposing memory and in health but mindful of my mortality do make and publish 
this my last will and testament disposing of the property hereinafter mentioned as 
follows. 


| further hereby appoint my son, W. W. C. Cleveland, the guardian of my said 
grand daughter and will that at my death he shall take possession of the property 
herein bequeathed unto her, and hold the same appropriating the profits there 
from arising to her use and benefit until she shall either marry or arrive at the age 
of eighteen years in the case of either of these events hapning, | will and direct 
that she shall take possession of the property herein bequeathed unto her and 
hold the same subject to the provisions of this Will. 


| further hereby constitute and appoint as executors to this my last will and 
testament my sons Jackson S. Carter, Cromwell, and W. W. C. Cleveland 
Sincerely trusting that they will faithfully execute in letter and spirit my wishes 
and directions herein set forth. In witness whereof | have hereunto as and for 
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my last Will and testament, revoking all former ones, set my hand and seal on 
this the fifth day of February one thousand eight hundred and fifty seven. 


Martha Cleveland 


In her letter dated October 6, 1993, Mrs. Loretta June Wright enclosed family 
group sheets prepared by Murray Ernest Millander which stated that David William 
Cromwell Cleveland was a son of Oliver Cromwell Cleveland and Martha (Payne) 
Cleveland, was born in 1823 at Bibb County, Alabama, and married Theresa F. Henry 
on August 14, 1844, at Centreville, Bibb County, Alabama, and that Theresa F. (Henry) 
Cleveland was born in 1829 at Alabama. 

In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed family group 
sheets prepared by her grandmother Harriett F. Martin which stated that David William 
Cromwell Cleveland was a son of Oliver Cromwell Cleveland and Martha (Payne) 
Cleveland, was born in 1823 at Alabama, and married Theresa F. Henry on August 15, 
1844. 

vi. Louisa P. (Cleveland) Frost And Her Husband 
shadrack Rice Frost 
Louisa P. (Cleveland) Frost was a daughter of Oliver 
Cromwell Cleveland and Martha (Payne) Cleveland. (1779 John’, David’, Frances’, 
Oliver Cromwell’) | 

In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed a copy of the 

Division and Allotment of the estate of Oliver C. Cleveland dated April 25, 1853, and 


filed in Bibb County, Alabama, Court Loose Papers which listed Louisa Frost as a 


distributee: 
“The State of Alabama ) 
Bibb County ) 


In pursuance of an order of the Probate Court of County aforesaid the 

-undersigned commissioners as appointed by said court have proceed aded to 
divide & set apart to the Distributees of the Estate of Oliver C. Cleveland decd as 
directed in said order the personal & real estate as follows to wit: 
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No 5 Mrs. Louisa Frost 


Negro Girl Phebe 900.00 
“Boy Wilson 900.00 

“ Woman Anne 650.00 

“ Man Matthew | 800.00 

| 2850.00 

Her distributive share 2350.57 
Bal due her | 57 


All of which is herewith submitted 


J A Smith 

Wm A Landrum 
George W Howard 
Felix Shropshuir’ 

In her letter dated October 6, 1993, Mrs. Loretta June Wright enclosed family 
group sheets prepared by Murray Ernest Millander which stated that Louisa Cleveland 
was a daughter of Oliver Cromwell Cleveland and Martha (Payne) Cleveland, was born 
at Bibb County, Alabama, and married Shadrack R. Frost on July 4, 1839. 

In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed family group 
sheets prepared by her grandmother Harriett F. Martin which stated that Louisa P. 
Cleveland was a daughter of Oliver Cromwell Cleveland and Martha (Payne) Cleveland, 
was born in 1825 at Alabama, and married Shadrack Rice Frost. 

vil. Willis William Calloway Cleveland And His Wife 
Eliza W. (Kersh) Cleveland 
Willis William Calloway Cleveland was a son of Oliver 
Cromwell Cleveland and Martha (Payne) Cleveland. (1779 John’, David?, Frances’, 
Oliver Cromwell*) 

The 1850 Census for Bibb County, Alabama, listed Willis Cleveland in the O. C. 
Cleveland household on November 9, 1850, and his age as 20 and born in Alabama, 
indicating a date of birth in about 1830, and his occupation as farmer and listed Eliza 
Cleveland and her age as 24 and born in South Carolina, indicating a date of birth in 
about 1826. 
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In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed a copy of the 
Division and Allotment of the estate of Oliver C. Cleveland dated April 25, 1853, and 
filed in Bibb County, Alabama, Court Loose Papers which listed Willis W. C. Cleveland 
as a distributee: 

“The State of Alabama ) 

Bibb County ) 


In pursuance of an order of the Probate Court of County aforesaid the 
undersigned commissioners as appointed by said court have proceed aded to 
divide & set apart to the Distributees of the Estate of Oliver C. Cleveland decd as 
directed in said order the personal & real estate as follows to wit: 


No 8. To Willis W C Cleaveland 





Negro Boy Henry $750.00 
; ” Amos | 950.00 
“.” Charity 300.00 

240 Acres land on which is his mother’s life estate 1200.00 

Amt recd | 3200.00 

His distributive Share 2850.57 

over paid 349.43 


All of which is herewith submitted 


JA Smith 

Wm A Landrum 
George W Howard 
Felix Shropshuir’ 


In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed a copy of the 
will of Martha Cleveland dated February 5, 1857, and probated on March 9, 1858, at 
Bibb County, Alabama, Court Loose Papers: 

“The State of Alabama ) 

Bibb County ) 


|, Martha Cleveland of the afore said State and County being of sound mind and 

disposing memory and in health but mindful of my mortality do make and publish 
this my last will and testament disposing of the property hereinafter mentioned as 
follows. 
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| further hereby appoint my son, W. W. C. Cleveland, the guardian of my said 
grand daughter and will that at my death he shall take possession of the property 
herein bequeathed unto her, and hold the same appropriating the profits there 
from arising to her use and benefit until she shall either marry or arrive at the age 
of eighteen years in the case of either of these events hapning, | will and direct 
that she shall take possession of the property herein bequeathed unto her and 
hold the same subject to the provisions of this Will. 


| further hereby constitute and appoint as executors to this my last will and 
testament my sons Jackson S. Carter, Cromwell, and W. W. C. Cleveland 
Sincerely trusting that they will faithfully execute in letter and spirit my wishes 
and directions herein set forth. In witness whereof | have hereunto as and for 
my last Will and testament, revoking all former ones, set my hand and seal on 
this the fifth day of February one thousand eight hundred and fifty seven. 


Martha Cleveland 


In her letter dated October 6, 1993, Mrs. Loretta June Wright enclosed family 
group sheets prepared by Murray Ernest Millander which stated that Willis William 
Calloway Cleveland was a son of Oliver Cromwell Cleveland and Martha (Payne) 
Cleveland, was born on December 16, 1828, at Bibb County, Alabama, was called 
W.W. C. Cleveland, married Eliza W. Kersh on July 11, 1849, at Bibb County, 
Alabama, resided in the Sandy Chapel Methodist Church Community, and died on 
August 26, 1878, at Bibb County, Alabama. 

In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed family group 
sheets prepared by her grandmother Harriett F. Martin which stated that Willis William 
Calloway Cleveland was a son of Oliver Cromwell Cleveland and Martha (Payne) 
Cleveland, was born on December 16, 1829, at Alabama, married Eliza W. Kersh on 
July 12, 1849, and died on August 26, 1878. 

In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed copies of three 
letters from Flournoy Rivers to The Nashville American newspaper dated April 2, 1896, 
and 1897, which stated as follows: 

“Pulaski Citizen April 2, 1896 

Col Larkin Cleveland 


Later intelligence is that Col. Cleveland's children were as follows: 
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Betsy b. 6 Jan 1774 


Sally 16 Apr 1775 
Benjamin, Jr. 7 May 1777 
David 9 Mar 1779 
Rhoda 9 Oct 1782 
Abner 20 Dec 1783 
Oliver Cromwell 26 May 1786 
Lucinda 9 Dec 1793 
Carter Harrison 19 Apr 1795 married Mary Smith 
Parmela 19 Dec 1796 died 19 Nov 1803 
Nancy 31 May 1798 died Nov 1803 
h. Asenath Cleveland 


Asenath Cleveland was a daughter of Frances (Wright) 
Cleveland and Larkin Green Cleveland. (1779 John’, David’, Frances*) 

In her letter dated October 6, 1993, Mrs. Loretta June Wright enclosed family 
group sheets prepared by Murray Ernest Millander which stated that Asenath Cleveland 
was a daughter of Frances (Wright) Cleveland and Larkin Green Cleveland and was 
born on May 10, 1788. 

In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed family group 
sheets prepared by her grandmother Harriett F. Martin which stated that Asenath 
Cleveland was a daughter of Frances (Wright) Cleveland and Larkin Cleveland and was 
born on May 10, 1788. 

In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed copies of three 
letters from Flournoy Rivers to The Nashville American newspaper dated April 2, 1896, 
and 1897, which stated as follows: 

“Pulaski Citizen April 2, 1896 

Col Larkin Cleveland 


Later intelligence is that Col. Cleveland's children were as follows: 


Betsy b. 6 Jan 1774 
Sally 16 Apr 1775 
Benjamin, Jr. 7 May 1777 
David 9 Mar 1779 
Rhoda 9 Oct 1782 
Abner 20 Dec 1783 
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Oliver Cromwell 26 May 1786 


Lucinda 9 Dec 1793 
Carter Harrison 19 Apr 1795 married Mary Smith 
Parmela 19 Dec 1796 died 19 Nov 1803 


Nancy 31 May 1798 died Nov 1803 


I. Lucinda (Cleveland) Lester And Her Husband German 


Lester 
Lucinda (Cleveland) Lester was a daughter of Larkin 
Cleveland and Fanny (Wright) Cleveland. (1779 John’, David’, Frances®) 
On April 20, 1812, at Giles County, Tennessee, D.B. B/28 German Lester and 
Lucinda Lester were witnesses to a deed of gift from Larkin Cleveland to his son 
Oliver C. Cleveland: 


"Larkin Cleveland Deed to Oliver C. Cleveland 
Registered the 2nd day of February AD 1813. © 


This Indenture made and Entered into this twentieth day of April in the year of 
our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred and Twelve, Between Larkin Cleveland 
of the County of Giles and State of Tennessee of the one part, and Oliver C. 
Cleveland of the County and State aforesaid of the other part, Witnesseth that 
the said Larkin Cleveland for due in consideration of the sum of One dollar to 
him in hand paid by the said Oliver C. Cleveland, on or before the sealing and 
delivering of these presents, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, But 
more Especially for the affection which the said Larkin Cleveland bear the said 
Oliver C. Cleveland his son he the said Larkin Cleveland, hath given, granted, 
aliened, and Confirmed, and by these presents doth give, grant, alien and 
Confirm unto the said Oliver C. Cleveland a Certain tract or parcel of Land lying 
and being in the County aforesaid, on the waters of Polks Creek a branch of 
Richland Creek of Elk River. Beginning at a stake the North East Corner of the 
tract of Land which the said Larkin Cleveland Bought of Colo. William Polk, 
running west from said stake thirty one chains and sixty two links to a stake, 
thence south thirty one chains and sixty two links to a stake thence East thirty 
one chains & sixty two links to a stake, thence North, thirty one Chains and sixty 
two links to the Beginning to the true intent that the said Oliver C. Cleveland 
have one hundred acres of the Aforementioned Tract of Land, Lying in a regular 
square in the north East Corner of the square. To have and to hold the said tract 
or parcel of Land with all the profits and Entitlements thereunto belonging, or in 
any wise appertaining to the only proper use of him the said Oliver C. Cleveland 
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his heirs and assigns forever. In witness whereof the said Larkin Cleveland hath 
hereunto set his hand and affixed his seal the day and year first herefore written. 


Witness Larkin Cleveland 
German Lester Juret 
Lucinda Lester Juret 


State of Tennessee 
Giles County Court Augt Session 1817 


The within Deed of Conveyance from Larkin Cleveland to Oliver C Cleveland 
was produced in Open Court of said Session and proven to be the Act and Deed 
of the said Larkin Cleveland by the Oaths of German Lester and Lucinda Lester 
the subscribing witnesses thereto and ordered to be registered. In testimony 
whereof | German Lester Clerk of said Court have hereunto set my hand and 
affixed the seal of said County Court this 25th day of September A.D. 1817. 


German Lester C.G.C.Ct." 


On April 12, 1814, at Sullivan County, Tennessee, D.B. 6/429 Larkin Cleveland 
and Fanny Cleveland gifted to their daughter Lucinda Lester all of their right in the 
estate of Fanny's father David Wright: 


"Know all men by these presents that we Larkin Cleveland and Fanny Cleveland 
(Wife the said Larkin formerly Fanny Wright and Daughter of David Wright 
decsd) both of the County of Giles and State of Tennessee for and in 
consideration of the natural love and affection which we bear towards our 
Daughter Lucinda Lester wife of German Lester of the county and State 
aforesaid and for and in consideration of our love and affection toward the said 
German Lester our Son in law as aforesaid have Given and granted & by these 
presents do____—sgrannt unto the said German Lester and his heirs forever all 
their right and title which we have in and to the Estate of David Wright decd 
father of the said Fanny who formerly resided near the Iron Works on the North 
fork of _—s River East Tennessee 


To Have and to hold the aforesaid Right and title to the aforesaid Estate to him 
the said German Lester his heirs &c forever and we the said Larkin Cleveland 
and Fanny Cleveland hereby Bind ourselves our heirs &c to warrant and forever 
defend the right and title to the aforesaid Estate free from the Claim or Claims of 
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our selves our heirs &c In Testimony whereof we hereunto set our hands & Seals 
this 12th day of April 1814 


Test. Larkin Cleveland 

Samuel Jones his 

Jas Reid faney X Cleveland 
mark 


State of Tennessee 


Giles Circuit Court April Term 1814 The within Deed of Gift from Larkin 
Cleveland and Fanney his Wife to German Lester was produced in open Court at 
said Term and proven to be the Act and Deed of the said Larkin Cleveland and 
Fanny his wife by the oaths of Samuel Jones and James Read The Subscribing 
Witnesses thereto and the said Fanny Cleveland appeared in Court at said Term 
and being Examined privily and apart from her husband to making the Execution 
of this Deed saith that she Executed the same freely and voluntarily and without 
the constraint or Improper interference of her husband and was therefore 
ordered to be certified for Registration. | James Berry Clerk of said Court do 
hereby certify that the foregoing is a true Copy of the order made at Giles Circuit 
Court at April Term 1814 In Testimoney whereof | have hereunto set my hand 
and affixed my private seal (thre being no seal of office) this 16th day of april 
1814 


James Berry C.G.C.C. 
State of Tennessee to wit 


| Thomas Stuart one of the Judges of the Circuit Court for the State of 
Tennessee now by Law presiding in the fifth Circuit which Includes the Circuit 
Court of Giles County do hereby certify that James Berry who has given the 
above attestation is Clerk of the Circuit Court of Giles County and that due faith 
and Credit is due to his Official acts and that the above attestation of said James 
Berry is in due form. In Testimoney whereof | have hereunto set my hand and 
affixed my seal this 16th day of April in the year 1874. 


(Reg 18th July 1814) Thomas Stuart" 


This record identifies Lucinda (Wright) Lester as the daughter of Fanny (Wright) 
Cleveland and Larkin Cleveland and the wife of German Lester. 

lf Lucinda (Cleveland) Lester was at least 16 years of age when she married, her 
date of birth would be probably before 1799. 
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On September 20, 1814, at Giles County, Tennessee, D.B. B/146 Fanny 
Cleveland and German Lester released all of their interest in a slave belonging to the 
estate of Larkin Cleveland to Carter H. Cleveland: 

"Fanny Cleveland & German Lester 

Release & conveyance to Carter H. Cleveland ) 

A negro boy. 

Reigstered 9th day of March 1815 


Know all men by these presents that we Fanny Cleveland and German Lester, of 
the County of Giles and State of Tennessee do hereby release and relinquish to 
Carter H. Cleveland of the County and State aforsaid all the right title Interest or 
claim which we have (by virture of the last will and testament of Larkin Cleveland 
deceased) in and to one negro boy Solomon free from the claim of ourselves 
and all other persons claiming under us. In Witness whereof we have hereunto 
set our hands and affixed our seals this 20th day of September 1814. 


Teste Fanny Cleveland 
O. C. Cleveland German Lester 


State of Tennessee 
Giles County Court December Session 1814 


The within deed of release from Fanny Cleveland and German Lester to Carter 
H. Cleveland was produced in open Court at said Session and proven to be the 
act and deed of the said Fanny Cleveland and German Lester by the oath of 
Oliver C. Cleveland the subscribing Witness thereto and ordered to be certified 
for registration. | 


In Testimony whereof | German Lester Clerk of said County have hereunto set 
my hand and seal of office the first Monday in December, 1814. 


German Lester Clerk" 


In her letter dated October 6, 1993, Mrs. Loretta June Wright enclosed family 
group sheets prepared by Murray Ernest Millander which stated that Lucinda Cleveland 
was a daughter of Frances (Wright) Cleveland and Larkin Green Cleveland, was born 
on December 9, 1773, married German Lester about 1810 at Pulaski, Giles County, 


Tennessee, died before 1814 at Pulaski, Giles County, Tennessee, and was buried in 
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an unmarked grave near the main gate of Martin College in Pulaski, Tennessee, and 
that German Lester had been married prior to his marriage to Lucinda Cleveland. 

In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed family group 
sheets prepared by her grandmother Harriett F. Martin which stated that Lucinda 
Cleveland was a daughter of Frances (Wright) Cleveland and Larkin Cleveland, was 
born on December 9, 1793, and married Lester German. | 

In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed copies of three 
letters from Flournoy Rivers to The Nashville American newspaper dated April 2, 1896, 
and 1897, which stated as follows: 

“Pulaski Citizen April 2, 1896 

Col Larkin Cleveland 


Later intelligence is that Col. Cleveland's children were as follows: 


Betsy b. 6 Jan 1774 

Sally 16 Apr 1775 

Benjamin, Jr. 7 May 1777 

David 9 Mar 1779 

Rhoda 9 Oct 1782 

Abner 20 Dec 1783 

Oliver Cromwell 26 May 1786 

Lucinda 9 Dec 1793 

Carter Harrison 19 Apr 1795 married Mary Smith 
Parmela 19 Dec 1796 died 19 Nov 1803 


Nancy 31 May 1798 © died Nov 1803 


j. Carter Harrison Cleveland And His Wife Mary (Smith 
Cleveland 
Carter Harrison Cleveland was a son of Frances (Wright) 
Cleveland and Larkin Green Cleveland. (1779 John’, David’, Frances’) 
On September 20, 1814, at Giles County, Tennessee, D.B. B/146 Fanny 
Cleveland and German Lester released all of their interest in a slave belonging to the 


estate of Larkin Cleveland to Carter H. Cleveland: 
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"Fanny Cleveland & German Lester 
Release & conveyance to Carter H. Cleveland ) 


A negro boy. 
Registered 9th day of March 1815 


Know all men by these presents that we Fanny Cleveland and German Lester, of 
the County of Giles and State of Tennessee do hereby release and relinquish to 
Carter H. Cleveland of the County and State aforsaid all the right title Interest or 
claim which we have (by virture of the last will and testament of Larkin Cleveland 
deceased) in and to one negro boy Solomon free from the claim of ourselves 
and all other persons claiming under us. In Witness whereof we have hereunto 
set our hands and affixed our seals this 20th day of September 1814. 


Teste Fanny Cleveland 
O. C. Cleveland German Lester 


State of Tennessee 
Giles County Court December Session 1814 


The within deed of release from Fanny Cleveland and German Lester to 

Carter H. Cleveland was produced in open Court at said Session and proven to 
be the act and deed of the said Fanny Cleveland and German Lester by the oath 
of Oliver C. Cleveland the subscribing Witness thereto and ordered to be 
certified for registration. 


In Testimony whereof | German Lester Clerk of said County have hereunto set 
my hand and seal of office the first Monday in December, 1814. 


German Lester Clerk" 


In her letter dated October 6, 1993, Mrs. Loretta June Wright enclosed family 
group sheets prepared by Murray Ernest Millander which stated that Carter Harrison 
Cleveland was a son of Frances (Wright) Cleveland and Larkin Green Cleveland and 
was born on April 19, 1795. 

In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed family group 
sheets prepared by her grandmother Harriett F. Martin which stated that Carter 
Harrison Cleveland was a son of Frances (Wright) Cleveland and Larkin Cleveland, was 
born on April 19, 1795, married Mary Smith in 1816, and died in 1864. 
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In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed copies of three 
letters from Flournoy Rivers to The Nashville American newspaper dated April 2, 1896, 
and 1897, which stated as follows: 

“Pulaski Citizen April 2, 1896 

Col Larkin Cleveland 


Later intelligence is that Col. Cleveland's children were as follows: 


Betsy b. 6 Jan 1774 

Sally 16 Apr 1775 

Benjamin, Jr. 7 May 1777 

David 9 Mar 1779 

Rhoda 9 Oct 1782 

Abner 20 Dec 1783 

Oliver Cromwell 26 May 1786 

Lucinda 9 Dec 1793 

Carter Harrison 19 Apr 1795 married Mary Smith 
~Parmela 19 Dec 1796 died 19 Nov 1803 

Nancy 31 May 1798 died Nov 1803 

k. Pamela Cleveland 


Pamela Cleveland was a daughter of Frances (Wright) 
Cleveland and Larkin Green Cleveland. (1779 John', David’, Frances*) 

In her letter dated October 6, 1993, Mrs. Loretta June Wright enclosed family 
| group sheets prepared by Murray Ernest Millander which stated that Pamela Cleveland 
was a daughter of Frances (Wright) Cleveland and Larkin Green Cleveland and was 
born on December 19, 1796, and died on November 19, 1803. 

In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed family group 
sheets prepared by her grandmother Harriett F. Martin which stated that Pamela 
Cleveland was a daughter of Frances (Wright) Cleveland and Larkin Cleveland and was 
born on December 19, 1796. | 

In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed copies of three 
letters from Flournoy Rivers to The Nashville American newspaper dated April 2, 1896, 


and 1897, which stated as follows: 
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“Pulaski Citizen April 2, 1896 
Col Larkin Cleveland 


Later intelligence is that Col. Cleveland's children were as follows: 


Betsy b. 6 Jan 1774 

Sally 16 Apr 1775 

Benjamin, Jr. 7 May 1777 

David 9 Mar 1779 

Rhoda 9 Oct 1782 

Abner 20 Dec 1783 

Oliver Cromwell 26 May 1786 

Lucinda 9 Dec 1793 

Carter Harrison 19 Apr 1795 married Mary Smith 
Parmela 19 Dec 1796 died 19 Nov 1803 


Nancy 31 May 1798 died Nov 1803 


l. Nancy Cleveland 
Nancy Cleveland was a daughter of Frances (Wright) 
Cleveland and Larkin Green Cleveland. (1779 John’, David’, Frances*) 

In her letter dated October 6, 1993, Mrs. Loretta June Wright enclosed family 
group sheets prepared by Murray Ernest Millander which stated that Nancy Cleveland 
was a daughter of Frances (Wright) Cleveland and Larkin Green Cleveland and was 
born on May 31, 1798, and died on Nov 18, 1803. 

In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed family group 
sheets prepared by her grandmother Harriett F. Martin which stated that Nancy 
Cleveland was a daughter of Frances (Wright) Cleveland and Larkin Cleveland and was 
born on May 31, 1798. 

In her letter dated February 8, 2002, Katherine Danner enclosed copies of three 
letters from Flournoy Rivers to The Nashville American newspaper dated April 2, 1896, 
and 1897, which stated as follows: 

“Pulaski Citizen April 2, 1896 _ 

Col Larkin Cleveland | 


Later intelligence is that Col. Cleveland's children were as follows: 
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Betsy b. 6 Jan 1774 


Sally 16 Apr 1775 

Benjamin, Jr. 7 May 1777 

David 9 Mar 1779 

Rhoda 9 Oct 1782 

Abner 20 Dec 1783 

Oliver Cromwell 26 May 1786 

Lucinda 9 Dec 1793 ; 

Carter Harrison 19 Apr 1795 married Mary Smith 
Parmela 19 Dec 1796 died 19 Nov 1803 


Nancy 31 May 1798 died Nov 1803 


2: David Wright, Jr., Of Henderson County, Kentucky, His Wife Sarah 
(Talbot) Wright, And His Descendants 


David Wright, Jr., of Henderson County, Kentucky, was a son of 
David Wright, Sr.,and Ss (_____) Wright. (1779 John’, David?) 
The marriage record of David Wright and Sarah Talbot, daughter of Isham, was 
dated on September 28, 1782, at Bedford County, Virginia, with James Steptoe as 
surety: 


"Know all Men by these presents that we David Wright Junr and James Steptoe 
are held and firmly bound unto Benjamin Harrison Esq: Governor or Chief 
Magistrate of the State of Virginia in the Sum of Fifty pounds Current Money to 
the which paiment well and truly to be made to the said Benjamin Harrison or to 
his Successors we bind ourselves our and each of our joint and several Heirs 
Exors and Admors firmly by these presents sealed with our Seals and dated this 
28th day of September 1782. 


The Condition of the above Obligation is such that whereas the above bound 

David Wright Junr is about to intermarry with Sarah Talbot Daughter of Isham 
Talbot Gent: of Bedford. Now if there shall be no lawful Cause to obstruct the 
said Marriage then the above Obligation to be void else to remain in full force. 


sealed & delivered ) David Wright Jr 
inpresence of _i+) Ja: Steptoe" 


The 1782 Personal Property Tax List for Bedford County, Virginia, listed one 
David Wright with 18 slaves and one other white male between the ages of 16 and 21 


years of age. The 1783 Personal Property Tax List for Bedford County, Virginia, listed 
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a Captain David Wright with no white male between 15 and 21 and a David Wright, Jr., 


who was less than 21 years of age: 





No Tax on 

White Cover- Whites Blacks’ Blacks 

& Blk ing Over Over under Total 
Name Tithes Horses 21 16 16 Blacks 
David Wright Jr 1 
No No Nett No Wheels Ordinary 


Horses Cattle R_ Carriages License 








3) 


This is the obvious progression of David, Jr., from his father's household to marriage to 
his own household. These records also indicate that David Wright, Jr.'s date of birth 
was between 1761 and 1766. 

On October 1, 1790, at Sullivan County, Tennessee, D.B. 2/434 David Wright, 
the son of David Wright, was described as then in the County of Kentucky: 


"This Indenture, made this 1st day of October, in the year of our Lord 1790, 
between David Wright of the County of Sullivan & new State of Franklin of the 
one part, and Alexander Blaine of the State of Virginia of the other part... . 
Fifteen Slaves; Viz: .. .. which are now in the possession of the sd. David 
Wright, also Dina, Molly, Briston & Hannah in the possession of his son David 
Wright in the County of Kentucky. .. ." 


This record clearly identifies David Wright as a son of David Wright. 


In her letter dated August 28, 2000, Pat Lawson enclosed a portion of Order 


Book #1-A, First Court In Hopkins County which stated that: 
"May 25, 1807. 


This day David Wright, Esquire produced in Court a commission from his 
Excellency Christopher Greenup, Governor of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, © 
bearing date the fifth day of May, one thousand eight hundred and seven 
directed to the said David Wright, Esquire, appointed him Sheriff of the County of 
Hopkins. Whereupon the said David Wright, Esquire took oath to support the 
Constitution of the United States, the oath of fidelity to the Commonwealth 
aforesaid and also the oath of Sheriff of Hopkins County and with John Gordon, 
Abner Martin, and Caleb Hall, his securities, executed two bonds; one for the 
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performance of his said Office, the other for the collection of fines and penalties 
and conditioned as the law directs. . . ." 


The 1810 Census for Henderson County, Kentucky, listed David Wright with the 


following household: 


Names of Free Free Number free 
Heads of White White persons except 
Families Males Age Females Age Indians nottaxed Slaves 
1 45+ 1 45+ 3 
3 16-26 1 26-45 
2 16-26 
2 0-10 


This record indicates that David Wright, Jr., and Sarah (Talbot) Wright were born before 


1765. 
The 1820 Census for Henderson County, Kentucky, listed David Wright with the 


following household: 





Free Free 

Names White White 
Heads of Families Males Age Females Age 
David Wright 1 70-80 1 60-70 

1 60-70 

1 15-20 

Free Free 
Slaves Slaves Colored Colored 
Male Age Female Age Males Age Females Age 
1 24-36 1 36-55 


White Persons included in the foregoing 


Deaf & Deaf & Deaf & Aliens - 
Dumb Dumb Dumb Foreigners & 
Total Under 14 14 to 25 25+ Blind Naturalized 
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Slaves and Colored Persons, 
included in the foregoing 


Deaf & Deaf & Deaf & 
Dumb Dumb Dumb 
under 14 14 to 25 25+ Blind 





The second male listed in this record was probably David Wright, Jr., and in conjunction 
with the 1810 Census indicates that and that David Wright, Jr., was born between 1750 
and 1/760. 

In her letters dated September 5, 1979, and September 19, 1980, Eileen Stoltz 
stated that David Wright, Jr., was born about 1760 and died after 1836 at Henderson 
County, Kentucky, and that David Wright, Jr., and Sarah (Talbot) Wright had the 
following children: 

1) David W. Wright; 

2) Laura L. (Wright) Griffin; 

3) Priscilla Ann (Wright) Long; 

4) Mary (Wright) Jones; 

5) Jane C. (Wright) Black; 

6) Elizabeth Janet "Betsy" (Wright) (Gordon) Laird or Land; 

7) Edmund Wright; 

8) Sarah D. "Sally" (Wright) Kilgore; and 

9) Martha C. "Patsy" (Wright) (Crenshaw) Granger. 

In her letter dated January 23, 1988, Mrs. Marie A. Edmunds included an article 
from The Piedmont Genealogical Society Bulletin regarding the papers of Major 
Maurice Kirby Gordon donated to the Hopkins County, Kentucky, Historical Society and 
which stated in part with regard to David Wright, Jr., that: 

"David Wright, our first sheriff (father of Elizabeth Janet, wife of John Gordon) 

did not hold office long, but soon removed to Vincennes 


Mrs. Georgia Morton Ramsey is a descendant of Robert Wright and a brother of 
David Wright. She says that they came from Bedford County, Virginia." 


In her letter dated January 10, 1981, Amanda Presson enclosed the D.A.R. 


Application of Mrs. Maurine Overfeld Wallace which listed the same children of David 
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Wright, Jr., and Sarah (Talbot) Wright listed above and referenced D.A.R. Application 
509577. 

In her email dated September 22, 1996, Heather Hart stated that David Wright, 
Jr., was born about 1758, married Sarah Talbot on September 28, 1782, and died after 
1836, that Sarah (Talbot) Wright was born about 1876 and died before 1833, and that 
David Wright, Jr., and Sarah (Talbot) Wright had the following children: 

1) David W. Wright, 

2) Priscilla Ann (Wright) Long, 

3) Mary (Wright) Jones, 

4) Jane C. (Wright) Black, 

5) Elizabeth Janet (Wright) (Gordon) Land, 

6) Edmund Wright, 

7) Sarah D. (Wright) Kilgore, 

8) Laurin L. (Wright) Griffin, born between 1800 and 1810. 

In her WorldConnect Project posting dated December 22, 2000, at 
Rootsweb.com Linda Ann Womack stated that David Wright, Jr., was born in 1760, 
married Sarah Talbot on September 28, 1782, at Bedford County, Virginia, and died 
after 1836, that Sarah (Talbot) Wright was born in about 1766 at Bedford County, 
Virginia, and died before 1833 at Henderson County, Kentucky, and that David Wright, 
Jr., and Sarah (Talbot) Wright had the following children: 

1) David W. Wright, 

2) Priscilla Ann (Wright) Long, 

3) Mary (Wright) Jones, born in about 1804 at Virginia, 

4) Jane C. (Wright) Black, 

5) Elizabeth Janet (Wright) (Gordon) Land, 

6) Edmund Wright, 

7) sarah D. Wright, 

8) Martha C. (Wright) (Crenshaw) Granger, and 

9) Lauren L. (Wright) Griffin, born between 1800 and 1810 at Bedford 
County, Virginia. 
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From the evidence set forth above and additional evidence set forth below, the 
children of David Wright, Jr., and Sarah (Talbot) Wright were the following: 
1) Elizabeth Janet "Betsy" (Wright) (Gordon) Laird or Land, or Lardborn on 
December 15, 1783, 
2) Sarah D. "Sally" (Wright) Kilgore, 
3) David W. Wright, 
4) Edmund Wright, 
5) Martha C. "Patsy" (Wright) (Crenshaw) Granger, born in 1796 of 
Henderson County, Kentucky, 
6) Laura L. (Wright) Griffin, born between 1800 and 1810, 
7) Mary (Wright) Jones, born in about 1804 in Virginia, 
8) Priscilla Ann (Wright) Long, and 
9) Jane C. (Wright) Black. 
a. Elizabeth Janet "Betsy" (Wright) (Gordon) Laird Or Land Or 
Lard, Her Husbands John Gordon Ill And James Laird Or 
Land Or Lard, And Her Descendants 
Elizabeth Janet "Betsy" (Wright) (Gordon) Laird or Land or 
Lard was a daughter of David Wright, Jr., and Sarah (Talbot) Wright. (1779 John’, 
David?, David?) 
In her letter dated August 28, 2000, Pat Lawson enclosed a portion of Order 











Book #1-A, First Court In Hopkins County which stated that: 
"May 25, 1807. 
The Court (a majority of all the Justices thereof being present and concerning 
therein) doth recommend to his Excellency the Governor of Kentucky, John 
Gordon and Peter Ruby, Gentlemen as proper persons, one of whom to be 
appointed Surveyor of this County which is ordered to be certified 
accordingly... ." 
In her letter dated August 28, 2000, Pat Lawson enclosed a portion of Order 


Book #1-A, First Court In Hopkins County which stated that: 
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"November 23, 1807. 


The Trustees of the Town of Madisonville in this County this day produced in this 
Court a plan of said Town. 


‘Agreeably to the request of the Commissioners appointed by the County Court 
of Hopkins, | have laid off the lots on the lands of Daniel McGary and Solman 
Silkwood in half acre lots and the public square in one and a half acre. Given 
under my hand this second day of September, 1807. 


John Gordon S.H.C.’' 


Which plan is admitted to record." 


A Genealogy Of A Branch Of Gordon compiled by Flem Gordon included a copy 
of a survey dated September 10, 1818, Hopkins County, Kentucky, S.B. 1/130: 


"Surveyd for John Gordon assignee of Daniel Willson 24 acres of Land by virtue 
of a part of a Kentucky Land office Warrant No. 2025 Situate lying and being in 
the county of Hopkins on the waters of flat Creek a branch of Pond river and 
bounded as follows (To wit) Beginning at two white Oaks corner of Daniel 
McGarys Survey runing North 70° East with said McGary line 50 poles to a black 
oak & Hickory Corner of said Survey thence N. 20° N. with another of said 
McGary lines 20 poles to two Hickories Standing in Arthur Slatons line and 
corner to said McGary & thence East with the said Slatons line 88 poles to two 
Hickorie & Black Oak corner to said Slatons and John Robertson thence south 
52° East with sd. Robertsons Line 54 poles in sd. Robertsons line and corner to 
Stephen Bash thence S. 70° W. 20 poles with Rashes line to a black oak corner 
to sd. Rash & McGarry at the forks of a R oak thence S 60° W with said McGary 
line 128 poles to two Double dogwoods & gum corner to sd McGarys thence N 
20° E 44 poles with sd McGarys line to the Beginning 


George L Shaver & ) Surveyd Sept 10th 1818 
Philips C.C. ) John Gordon S.S. & C. 
N. Boyce Mar )" 


A Genealogy Of A Branch Of Gordon compiled by Flem Gordon included a copy 
of the will of Jonn Gordon dated April 1, 1824, and probated December 1824 at 
Hopkins County, Kentucky, W.B. 2/174: 


"In the name of God amen | John Gordon of Hopkins County & State of 
Kentucky being very low and weak in body but of perfect mind and memory 
thanks be given unto God and knowing that it is appointed for all men once to 
die, do make and ordain this my last will and Testament that is to say, principally 
and first of all | give & recommend my soul unto the hand of Almighty God that 
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gave it and my body | recommend to the earth to be buried in decent christian 
burial at the discretion of my Executions nothing doubting lent at the general 
Resurrection | shall receive the same again by the mighty power of God, and as 
touching such worldly estate wherewith it has pleased God to bless me in this life 
| give demise and dispose of the same in the following manner and form 


| Give and bequeath to Elizabeth my dearly beloved wife and Ambrose G. 
Gordon my son the tract of land whereon | know live jointly durin my said wife 
natural life and at her death to decend to Ambrose and his Heirs 


| also give to Ambrose my negro boy named George | Give to my wife my negro 
woman named Amy and all her increase durin my said wife natural life and then 
to go to my daughter Nancy C. Gordon and her Heirs, also | give to Nancy my 
negro girl Lucy. 


| give and bequeath to my wife all my Household and Kitchen furniture also all of 
my stock of every decretion | give to my daughter Nancy C. Gordon my bay mare 
that | know own and it is my desire that my Executors do purches her a good 
Saddle | also give her two Cows and some sheep & Hogs two Bed & furniture. It 
is my wish that my negro girl Fanny should be sold to pay my Just debts 
provided however that if Ambrose G Gordon can and will pay all of my debts that 
then Fanny and her increase is to go to Nancy C. Gordon and in that case the 
increase of Amy is to be divided between Ambrose & Nancy 


| | hereby constitute Ambrose G. Gordon & Samuel Morton the sole Executors of 
this my last will and Testament and do desire them to see it carried into 
Execution. In Testimony whereof | have hereunto set my hand and seal the 1st 
day of April 1824 


Test | John Gordon 
John B. Lasson 

his 
Nathaniel X Adams 

mark 


Ky Hopkins Sct 
December County Court 1824 


The foregoing Instrument of writing was produced in Court and proven to be the 
last will & Testament of John Gordon deceased by the oaths of John B Lasson & 
Nathaniel Adams subscribing witnesses thereto and ordered to be recorded 


Att 
Saml Woodson Clk." 
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In her letter dated January 23, 1988, Mrs. Marie Edmunds enclosed an article 
from The Piedmont Genealogical Society Bulletin citing the papers of Major Maurice 
Kirby Gordon donated to the Historical Society of Hopkins County, Kentucky, which 
stated in part as follows: | 


"The following is the obituary in the Madisonville Messenger, Madisonville, Ky 
September 4, 1974. 


Major Gordon, 95, died early today---- 

Major Maurice Kirby Gordon, 95, of 220 N. Main Street, Madisonville died at 

1:45 a.m. today in Clinic Convalescent Center after a five year period of declining 
health. 


Major Gordon was born in Hopkins County, September 6, 1878, the son of 
William L. Gordon, Sr., and Cordelia Arnold Gordon. His wife, Mrs. Mary Howard 
Nisbet Gordon, preceded him in death in 1953. 


He was a retired attorney with the firm of Gordon, Gordon and Logan and had 
practiced law here from 1898 until his retirement. He is a member of 
Madisonville First United Methodist Church. 


Major Gordon attended the first caucas of the American Legion in Paris, France, 
at the conclusion of World War I, and is credited with proposing the name for the 
organization which was accepted. 


He held the rank of major and was the commanding officer of the Third Battalion, 
149th Infantry, Kentucky National Guard, on the Mexican Border in 1915 and 
was Inspector General of the 36th Division of the American Expeditionary Forces 
during World War I. 


Surviving are a number of nieces and nephews and great nieces and great 
nephews, among them Gen. Randolph Gordon, U.S. Army Retired, of California; 
United States District Judge James F. Gordon, Owensboro; and Mrs. Bleeker 
Knapp, of Madisonville. Among the great nephews are Capt. M. K. Gordon Il, 
with the United States Army at Fort Knox, and Fleming Gordon of Owensboro. 


Major Maurice Kirby Gordon, the author of the History..., was born 16 September 
1878. He married Mary Howard Nisbet, 25 October 1899. He died 4 September 
1974. 


To return to the widow and children of John Gordon II: They came to Henderson 
and Hopkins about 1797. One of the daughters married Dr. Edmond Talbot, and 
was surveyor of Henderson County. John Gordon Ill was his deputy, and when 
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Hopkins County was organized in May 1807, John Gordon III, (Born Bedford 
County, Virginia, November 12, 1774) became the county surveyor of the new 
county. In the then unsettled condition of this section this office was a very 
responsible and important one. The foundation of a large part of our land titles 
depends upon his work, which you will find recorded in John Gordon's 
handwriting in Surveyor Book No. 1. and which was skillful, clear and accurate, 
so that few or no land troubles are traceabe to him. He was a private in Capt. 
Michael Wolf's Company in General Sam Hopkins command when he was 
chivwvying the KICKAPOOS in Indiana in 1811. He seems to have had more 
learning, culture and education that the average of those primitive times, but | 
regret to report that he is recorded as an intemperate and turbulent citizen; 
perhaps merely a hot unusual attribute of a man of strong character in those 
times. He was your great-great-great grandfather. He married, as you say, 
David Wright's daughter, Elizabeth Janet (born December 15, 1783) on 
August 23, 1802. He died June 8, 1848. A copy of the Talbot line is attached. 
John Gordon died October 8, 1824, survived by your great-great grandmother, 
Minerva Wright Gordon, who married Sam Morton; my grandfather Ambrose 
Grayson Gordon and Mary Isabella Gordon, who married Christopher C. 
Hardwick (the late Chick Baker was one of her descendants and there are others 
in Webster county and elsewhere). 


Ambrose Grayson Gordon was named for his grand-uncle Ambrose Grayson, 
who was killed by the Indians near Logans Fort August 25, 1777 (George Rogers 
Clark's Diary quoted in Perrins' History Ky. p. 147). He succeeded his father as 
county surveyor and was an active energetic, enterprising man of vision, and a 
speculator and lawyer. A rather poorly painted portrait hangs in the Circuit Court 
Room. 


The Wrights 


David Wright, our first sheriff, (father of Elizabeth Janet, wife of John Gordon) did 
not hold the office long, but soon removed to Vincennes. 


Mrs. Georgia Morton Ramsey is a descendant of Robert Wright and a brother of 
David Wright. She says they came from Bedford County, Virginia. 


2. John Gordon married Elizabeth Wright, daughter of David and Sarah 
Wright, of County, Kentucky. Settled in Hopkins County, Ky., was County 
Surveyor from the organization of the county in 1807, until his death in 1824. His 
issue will be listed later. 


The children of John Gordon and Elizabeth Wright Gordon are as follows: 
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1. Ambrose Grayson Gordon married in 1824 in Hopkins County, Ky to 
Sarah A. Dobyns, by whom he had issue to be listed later. 


2. Minerva Gordon married Samuel B. Morton, and had issue John Gordon, 
T. Henry, Benjamin and Elizabeth Morton. 


3. Nancy C. Gordon married John D. Hardwick and had issue: 
Christopher C., William Ambrose, Sarah and John. 


The children of Ambrose Grayson Gordon and Sarah H. Dobyns are as follows: 


li; John Frederick Gordon married Cynthia Mills and had issue, John 
Frederick Gordon, Jr., and died. 


2. Lysander Grayson Gordon died unmarried. 
3. William L. Gordon, of whom hereafter. 
4. Frank Gordon married Martha Ellis, in Simcoe, Ont., Canada and died 


leaving issue, Minerva, Edith and Louise. 


5; Minerva Gordon died unmarried. 

6. Cornelia |. Gordon married Charles Seymour and died without issue 
SUIVIVING. | | 

7. Mary Gordon married Charles Seymour and died, leaving issue Digby 


Gordon Seymour. 
8. Ann E. Gordon married Marion Browder and died without issue. 
9, Waller B. died in infancy. 


(3. above....William L. Gordon married Cordelia A. Arnold in Hopkins County, 

Kentucky and had issue.)" 

In her letter dated September 5, 1979, Mrs. Eileen Stoltz enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that Elizabeth Janet Wright was a daughter of David Wright, Jr., 
and Sarah (Talbot) Wright and that she married first John Gordon III and second James 
Laird or Land. 

In her letter dated January 10, 1981, Amanda Presson enclosed a copy of the 


D.A.R. Application of Mrs. Maurine Overfeld Wallace which listed the same information. 
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In her email dated September 22, 1996, Heather Hart stated that Elizabeth Jane 
Wright was a daughter of David Wright, Jr., and Sarah (Talbot) Wright, married first 
John Gordon in 1802, and married second James Land and that John Gordon was born 
on November 12, 1774, and died on October 8, 1824. 

In her letter dated August 28, 2000, Pat Lawson stated that Elizabeth Wright 
married first John Gordon and married second James Lard on September 5, 1825, and 
that Elizabeth (Wright) Gordon and John Gordon had three children: 

1) Minerva (Gordon) Morton, 

2) Ambrose Grayson Gordon, and 

3) Nancy C. (Gordon) Hardwick, born May 29, 1807 

In her WorldConnect Project posting dated December 22, 2000, at 
Rootsweb.com Linda Ann Womack stated that Elizabeth Janet Wright was a daughter 
of David Wright, Jr., and Sarah (Talbot) Wright, married first John Gordon in 1802, and 
married second James Land and that John Gordon was born on November 12, 1774, 
and died on October 8, 1824. 

A Genealogy Of A Branch Of Gordon compiled by Flem Gordon stated that: 

"John Gordon, The Surveyor 

John Gordon was born in what is now Bedford County, Virginia on November 12, 

1774**, the son of John Gordon, II and his wife, Elizabeth Grayson, and came as 

a child to Gordon's Station, a block house on Shawnee Run, a branch of Dix 

River, near Harrodsburg in then Lincoln County (now Mercer), Kentucky.’ After 

the death of his father, who was slain at the battle of Blue Licks (August 19, 

1782), his widowed mother married Joseph Davis in Mercer County on 

September 13, 1783,*° and the family immigrated to the southern part of 

Henderson County (now Hopkins), Kentucky.’ John Gordon and his brother 


William Gordon were deputy surveyors of Henderson County under Dr. Edmond 
Talbot, who married their sister, Elizabeth Gordon.” 


John Gordon was described as a man "six feet three inches of gaunt body and 
strong legs surmounted by his dark, bony face with high red cheekbones, lantern 
jaws, strong line, big mouth and chin, shock of black hair, but all redeemed by a 
humorous twinkle in his bright dark eyes.° 


He married Elizabeth Janet Wright on August 23, 1802. She was the daughter 
of David Wright and his wife, Sarah Elizabeth Talbot.° Sarah was the daughter 
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of Isham Talbot and Elizabeth Davis.’ David Wright was the first sheriff of 
Hopkins County, serving from May 25, 1807, until January 25, 1808.° 


** The Gordon Family Bible. 


History of Hopkins County, Kentucky by M. K. Gordon 1931), p. 95. 


2 Ibid, p. 95. 
5 Ibid, p. 95. 
* Ibid, p. 95 
5 Ibid, p. 95 


** The Gordon Family Bible. 
° Married in Bedford County, Virginia in 1782. 


For more information, reference should be made to Genealogical Sketch of 
Certain of the American Descendants of Mathew Talbot by Robert Howe 
Fletcher, Jr. (1956) Library of Congress Card #56-11767 and Appendix F for 
lineage of the Talbot Wright families. 


History of Hopkins Co., Cy. by M. K. Gordon (1931) p. 56. 


John Gordon is listed in the 1800 Henderson County census and in the Hopkins 
County census for the years 1810 and 1820. He served as a private in Captain 
Michael Wolf's Company of Virginia during his residence at Mercer County.® 


John Gordon helped survey Hopkins County, Kentucky, when it was formed out 
of Henderson County in the year 1807. He was the first surveyor of Hopkins 
County, serving in that position until his death in 1824 at which time he was 
succeeded by his son, Ambrose Grayson Gordon. His survey of Hopkins 
County, Kentucky is dated October 20, 1807, and is followed by a survey of the 
town of Madisonville on November 23, 1807." 


While having extensive land holdings in Hopkins County, he is listed on the 1807 
tax rolls as owning the following properties: 400 acres on Tradewater River, in 
the name of John Gordon and David Wright; 200 acres on Tradewater River, in 
the name of John Gordon and William Hicklin; and 200 acres on Cypress 
Creek." 
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The marriage of John Gordon III and Elizabeth Wright produced the following 
children: 


Ambrose Grayson Gordon - Lineage to follow 


Minerva Wright Gordon - born circa 1804, married Samuel Morton in 
Hopkins County, Kentucky on July 22, 1821, where she subsequently died 
leaving issue:* 


(1) | John Gordon Morton 
(2) 1. Henry Morton 

(3) |= Benjamin Morton 

(4) — Elizabeth Morton 

(5) Other 


History of Hopkins Co., Ky. by M. K. Gordon (1931) p. 118 and conferences 
with M. K. Gordon. 


Frank Gordon Genealogy. 
Commission signed by Governor Christopher Greenup, June 4, 1807. 
State Archives, roll 8045. 


Frank Gordon Genealogy. 


Nancy C. Gordon - married John D. Hardwick on February 22, 1826, 
Hopkins Co, Ky and had the following: 


(1) | Christopher Hardwick 

(2) William Ambrose Hardwick 
(3) Sarah Hardwick 

(4) John Hardwick 


John Gordon appears in several of the early court records under perhaps less 
than favorable conditions. During the Fall, 1807 term of court, John Gordon 
consented that judgment might be entered against him for the cost of a suit for 
slander brought against him by Richard Foley, which was done accordingly. The 
following is the Declaration of this case, which is a model of accurate and precise 
common law pleading:"° 
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"Hopkins County and Circuit Courts 


03/7. 
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Richard Foley complains of John Gordon of a plea of trespass on the 
case, for whereas he, the said Foley is a good, true faithful and honest 
citizen and hath hitherto always demeaned and behaved himself and as a 
good, true, faithful and honest citizen for the time of his nativity until the 
speaking, uttering and publishing of the several scandalous, false feigned, 
malicious, defamatory and scandalous words hereinafter mentioned, was 
reputed and esteemed among all worthy, faithful and honest citizens of 
the Commonwealth with whom he dealt or was conversant, or anywise 
acquainted or known, was never guilty of any theft, robbery, murder, 
frauds or stealing of any of his neighbors’ hogs, or any such hurtful or 
odious crimes, not until the speaking, uttering and publishing of these 
false feigned, scandalous, malicious and defamatory words hereinafter 
mentioned ever suspected to be guilty of those crimes of any of them, and 
he, said Foley, by reason of his good name, fame, credit and reputation 
aforesaid, had deserved and obtained the good will and good opinion of 
all of his neighbors and all other good, honest, faithful, and worthy citizens 
of this Commonwealth with whom he was conversant or to whom he was 
anyway known, nevertheless, he, the said Gordon, well knowing the 
premises to be false, but contriving maliciously and wickedly intending to 
injure, defame, slander and disgrace the said Foley, and to deprive him of 
his good name, fame, credit and reputation aforesaid, and to bring him, 
the said Foley, into scandal, contempt, reproach and disgrace as well, 
among all of his neighbors and acquaintances and other good and worth 
citizens of the 


Detail information on this union provided by Mrs. Pat Lawson, 6555 Clear 
Creek Loop, Bartlesville, OK 74006. 


Ibid, p. 103. 


Commonwealth, and to cause him, said Foley, to be persecuted and 
punished according to the laws and statutes of the Commonwealth, made 
and provided against all such hurtful and vaneful crimes as aforesaid, on 
a day in July, 1807, at the State and in the County aforesaid, in discourse 
which the said Gordon then and there had with divers good citizens of this 
Commonwealth of, and concerning the said Foley, did falsely, wickedly 
and maliciously, and without any reasonable, probable cause, speak, utter 
and publish of and concerning the said Foley, in the presence and hearing 
of those citizens these false, feigned, malicious and scandalous words, to- 
wit: 


038. 


He, meaning said Foley, had stolen his, meaning said Gordon's hogs. 
And the said Gordon, of his further propensive malice against him, the 
said Foley, afterwards, to-wit on the same day and year aforesaid and at 
the County and State aforesaid, in a certain other discourse which the 
said Gordon then and there had and held, concerning the said Foley in 
the presence and hearing of divers of good, honest and worthy citizens of 
this Commonwealth, did falsely, wickedly and scandalously and without 
any reasonable, probable cause whatsoever, speak, utter, publish and 
declare in the presence of and hearing of the aforesaid good citizens, 
these other false, feigned, malicious and scandalous and defamatory 
words, to-wit: 


He, and the said Gordon did say, that he, said Foley, was a hog thief, in 
consequence of the speaking, uttering, publishing and declaring of which 
said several false, scandalous, slanderous, malicious and defamatory 
words so spoken, uttered, published and predicted as aforesaid by the 
said Gordon of the said Foley, he, the said Foley, saieth that he is greatly 
hurt, injured, prejudiced and damnified in his good name, fame, credit and 
reputation and hath sustained damage due to the value of $2,000.00 and 
therefore he brings suit, etc. 


Delaney for the Plaintiff." 


He was also presented to the Grand Jury on charges of profane swearing on 
which occasion he received a fine of 5 shillings. '* 


Nor was he above fighting. In about the year 1808, John Gordon, after a legal 
battle raising technical issues of law, was fined 1 cent for assault and battery 
upon the person of Abner Martin, his brother-in-law. Martin was fined 5 shillings 
for swearing profanely on the occasion of the assault and a like sum for profanity 
in which, being still sore from his beating, he permitted himself to indulge upon 
the following day. The joint indictment for the afray, against Gordon and Martin 
for the same assault and battery was dismissed. However, both combatants 
were put under bond to keep the peace. 


'4 Ibid, p. 114. 


lt was not long until Jonn Gordon was charged with breach of the bond. Ata 
militia muster, Gordon was allegedly pushed by Robert Davis while marching in 
ranks at which time Gordon tripped Davis with a resulting war. In his defense, 
Gordon employed Alney McLean, a great lawyer of the region and time who lived 
at Greenville, Kentucky. Notwithstanding a hard and legal fight, Gordon was 
convicted and a $100.00 bond was forfeited.” Governor Charles Scott, for 
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sundry good causes and considerations thereunto moving him, thought proper to 
and did fully and freely pardon and remit John Gordon and his surety the sum of 
$100.00 which they were adjudged to pay for the breach of the peace bond."® 


John Gordon and his wife Elizabeth resided on their Sugar Creek farm in 
Hopkins County, Kentucky, until their deaths. His occurred on October 8, 
1824.**"” Elizabeth's occurred on June 8, 1842.** After the death of John 
Gordon, Elizabeth married James Lard on September 15, 1825 in Hopkins 
County. 


By way of interest, there is a stone in the Pioneer Walk of Kentucky at 
Harrodsburg, Kentucky, Old Fort Harrod, in memory of all those pioneers of 
Kentucky, whose graves have been lost to advancing civilization, there being one 
from each county. One such stone reads: "John Gordon, Hopkins County, 
Kentucky 1807". 


During my visits and travel with Major Gordon, he never told me of the location of 
John Gordon's burial. There is a marker for John Gordon in the Ambrose 
Grayson Gordon family plot at Oddfellow's Cemetery, Madisonville, Kentucky, 
but it is just that. Major did tell me he had the marker placed there, but John 
Gordon was not buried in the plot. 


Major Gordon, in his History of Hopkins County, states that John Gordon died on 


his Sugar 
"© Ibid, p. 118-119. 
‘© Ibid, p. 119. 


** The Gordon Family Bible. 


'’ Hopkins Co. Will Book 2, page 174, dated April 1, 1824, proven December 
term 1824. 


** The Gordon Family Bible. 


Creek, Hopkins County Farm, survived by his widow, Elizabeth Janet, Daughter 
of Sheriff David Wright. At the time of his death, John Gordon was the county 
surveyor. In his will (Will Book 2, page 174, proven November, 1824, term), he 
directs that his farm "whereon | now live" is to be left to his wife for her life and 
then to his son, Ambrose. By deed dated March 28, 1838, recorded in Deed 
Book 8, page 290, Ambrose Grayson Gordon and his wife, Sarah Ann Walker 
Gordon, conveyed to James H. and Oliver Bourland a farm of 723 acres located 
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on Sugar Creek. This instrument reserves a "forty feet square to include a 
graveyard". 


This gives rise to the question of how John Gordon amassed this tract of 
property. It is to be remembered that Hopkins County was a part of Henderson 
County until 1807 and that my research concerning this question has been 
limited to Hopkins County. 


John Gordon could have received this acreage by conveyance, land grant or 
warrant. Review of the Indices to the Deed Books does not show any acquisition 
of land by deed, excepting an Assignment from David Wright to John Gordon of 
100 acres on Clear Creek. This Assignment from Wright to Gordon is also found 
in Land Warrant Book 1, page 21. Ambrose Grayson Gordon, on the other 
hand, did amass considerable acreage in this area of Hopkins County. 

Ambrose, who succeeded his father as Surveyor of Hopkins County (as 
evidenced by documents contained in Processioner's Report Book A), may have 
combined the properties of John Gordon with those of his own to amass the 723 
acres conveyed to Bourland. | have not researched and platted the properties of 
Ambrose Grayson Gordon. 7 


By deed dated August 29, 1942, recorded in Deed Book 154, page 53, Thomas 
S. Christian, et ux, conveyed to Ella Osburn a 214.72 acre tract located 2-1/2 
miles from Earlington, Kentucky, on Highway 1337. This instrument contains the 
following reservation: "a graveyard where John Gordon and family are buried, 
forty feet square near the barn lot". 


By deed dated May 12, 1950, Deed Book 198, page 8, Ella Osburn, widow, 
conveyed to Graden Osburn 214.72 acres located 2-1/2 miles from Earlington, 
Kentucky, on Highway 1337. This instrument also reserves and excepts "a 
graveyard where John Gordon and family are buried, 40 feet near the barn lot". 


| have been to the Graden Osburn farm. The direction of travel is to go to 
Earlington, Kentucky, and turn at the old St. Bernard Coal Company store 
crossing the railroad tracks. From that point, you go about 2.5 miles to the farm, 
which is shown on the attached copy of Tax Map 68, Tract 2. | have marked the 
estimated location of the graveyard. During my visit, | spoke with Richard 
Osburn, son of Graden Osburn. He told me the "old barn" had been torn down 
during his childhood and his father always told him he "thought" where the burial 
plot was located. There are no headstones or markers and Richard Osburn 
does not recall there ever having been any. Presently, the "graveyard" is nothing 
more than the side yard of Richard Osburn's home. 


Between the Ambrose Grayson Gordon to Bourland conveyance in 1838 and the 


Christian to Osburn conveyance in 1942, no mention of a graveyard is made and 
in this latter conveyance the graveyard is specifically defined as being that of 
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John Gordon. The explanation as how this came to pass is simple. Major 

Gordon must have been asked to draft the Christian to Osburn deed. Only the 

Major would have known of the earlier Gordon to Bourland deed and only the 

Major would have known who was buried in that graveyard." 

From the evidence set forth above and additional evidence set forth below, the 
children of Elizabeth Janet "Betsy" (Wright) Gordon and John Gordon II] were the 
following: 

1) Ambrose Grayson Gordon, born on October 15, 1803, at Henderson 
County, Kentucky, 

2) Minerva Wright (Gordon) Morton, born in about 1804 at Henderson 
County, Kentucky, and 

3) Nancy C. (Gordon) Hardwick, born on May 29, 1807, at Henderson 
County, Kentucky. 


i. Ambrose Grayson Gordon, His Wife Sarah Ann 
Walker (Dobyns) Gordon, And His Descendants 


Ambrose Grayson Gordon was a son of Elizabeth 
Janet "Betsy" (Wright) Gordon and John Gordon Ill. (1779 John’, David’, Elizabeth 
Janet?) 


A Genealogy Of A Branch Of Gordon compiled by Flem Gordon included copies 


of two surveys for Ambrose G. Gordon dated May 6, 1822, Hopkins County, Kentucky, 


S.B. 1/165: 


"Surveyed for Ambrose G. Gordon assee. of James Nisbit and Samuel Nisbit 
who was asse. of John Rice who was assee. of Samuel Rice 100 acres of land 
by virtue of part of a Kentucky land office warrant (No 7314) situate lying and 
being in the county of Hopkins on trade water River and bounded as follows (to 
wit) Beginning at a white oak & sugar tree on the bank of said River & corner of 


Solomon Mercers 200 acres Survey running north with Mercers line 136 poles to 


two white oaks on a ridge in said line thence west 120 poles to a white oak & 


hickory thence south 118 poles to a beach hickory and black gum on the bank of 


said river thence up the several Meanders thereof to the beginning 
John Metcalf & ) Surveyed May 6th 1822 


John Gordon CC & ) John Gordon SHC 
A. G. Gordon Mark H.K.F. ) 
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Surveyed for Ambrose G Gordon assee. of James Nesbit & Samuel Nesbit who 
was assee of John Rice who was assee of Samuel Rice 100 acres by Virtue of 
part of a Kentucky Land Office Warrant No 7314, situate lying and being in the 
County of Hopkins on the waters buffalow creek and bounded as follows (To wit) 
Beginning at three white Oaks Corner to Thomas Gillilands Survey runing with 
his line South 30° Weat 110 poles to a Hickory black gum & dogwood thence 
South 70° East 140 poles to 2 post Oaks thence North 30° East 110 poles to a 
white Oak & Spanish Oak thence North 50° W. 124 poles to three post Oaks 
thence S. 36° W. 35 poles to the Beginning 


Christopher Jackson 8 Surveyed May 6" 1822 
Walter Ashmore & C.C. & H.K.F. John Gordon S.H.C. 
A. G. Gordon Mar" 


A Genealogy Of A Branch Of Gordon compiled by Flem Gordon included a copy 
of the will of Ambrose G. Gordon dated June 18, 1860, and probated June 26, 1860, at 
Hopkins County, Kentucky, W.B. 10/237: 


| Ambrose G. Gordon of the County of Hopkins and State of Kentucky do Make 
my last will and testament as follows to wit 


| give and bequeath all of my property & estate after the payment of my Just 
debts to ly beloved wife Sarah A W Gordon to her & her heirs forever For the 
payment of my debts my Executor hereinafter named is authorized to Sell and 
Convey any of my lands or real estate | hereby Constitute and appoint John | 
Morton Executor of this my last will & Testament In Testimony whereof | have 
hereunto Subscribed my name & affixed my Seal the 18th day of June 1860 


Witness Ambrose G. Gordon 
Orlean Bishop 
D F Dempsey 


Kentucky Special County Court 
Hopkins County Sct 26th June 1860 


This instrument of writing was this day produced in Court and proved to be the 
last will and testament of Ambrose G Gordon decd by the oaths of Orlean Bishop 
& D F Dempsey Subscribing Witnesses thereto and ordered to be recorded 
Whereupon Said will and this Certificate are truly recorded in my office 


__ Orlean Bishop Clk" 
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A Genealogy Of A Branch Of Gordon compiled by Flem Gordon included a copy 


of the inventory of Ambrose G. Gordon dated September 17, 1860, at Hopkins County, 


Kentucky, W.B. 10/285: 


"Inventory of Notes belonging to the Estate of A G Gordon decd which came to 
the hands of his Exor 


One note on 


Kentucky 
Hopkins County 


P Jno Robertson due 1st October 1860 $500.00 
. Same & S C Woodson due 25th decr 1860 225.00 
. W L Wicks due 30 March 1860 50.00 
" Same due 30 March 1861 50.00 
" George E Wicks 2 March 1861 50.00 
i A J Wheeldon due 10th Feby 1861 50.00 
Same due 10 Feby 1862 50.00 
‘ J G Lawton due 1st Jany 1860 104.00 
‘ R B Lish due 9th Octo 1850 for bal 43.06 
" J B Lafford due 23 May 1862 38.84 
: G W Wooifoik due 4th Feby 1860 43.15 
" Wm Hicklin due 9th April 1860 40.00 
" A Lumford due 7 May 1861 117.81 
" Same due 7 May 1862 117.81 
" James Burchfield due 6 Augst 1860 | 90.00 
" Same due 4th Feby 1861 50.00 
re Same due 9 Feby 1862 | 50.00 
ie W T Osburn & Co due 14" July 1860 pay- ) 
able in cash notes given for Hardware ) 880.00 
McGary & Garey(?) due 14th July 1860 given 
for Hardware 95.85 
$2601.52 


John G. Morton 
Exor of A G Gordon decd 


) 
) Sct 


This Inventory by John G Morton Executor of A G Gordon decd was this day 
returned to me and together with this Certificate duly recorded in my office Given 
under my hand the 17th day of September 1860 
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Orlean Bishop Clk 
By T. W. Campbell DC" 


044. 


In her letter dated January 23, 1988, Mrs. Marie Edmunds enclosed an article 
from The Piedmont Genealogical Society Bulletin citing the papers of Major Maurice 
Kirby Gordon donated to the Historical Society of Hopkins County, Kentucky, which 
stated in part as follows: 

",... Phe children of John Gordon and Elizabeth Wright Gordon are as follows: 


1. Ambrose Grayson Gordon married in 1824 in Hopkins County, Ky. to 
Sarah A. Dobyns, by whom he had issue to be listed later 


The children of Ambrose Grayson Gordon and Sarah H. Dobyns are as follows: 


1. John Frederick Gordon married Cynthia Mills and had issue, John 
Frederick Gordon, Jr., and died. 


2. Lysander Grayson Gordon died unmarried. 
3. William L. Gordon, of whom hereafter. 
4. Frank Gordon married Martha Ellis, in Simcoe, Ont., Canada and died 


leaving issue, Minerva, Edith and Louise. 


5: Minerva Gordon died unmarried. 

6. Cornelia |. Gordon married Charles Seymour and died without issue 
surviving. 

7. Mary Gordon married Charles Seymour and died, leaving issue Digby 


Gordon Seymour. 
8. Ann E. Gordon married Marion Browder and died without issue. 
9, Waller B. died in infancy. 


(3. above....William L. Gordon married Cordelia A. Arnold in Hopkins County, 

Kentucky and had issue. )" 

In her letter dated August 28, 2000, Pat Lawson stated that Ambrose Grayson 
Gordon was a son of Elizabeth (Wright) Gordon and John Gordon and married Sarah 
Ann Walker Dobyns and that John Gordon and Sarah Ann Walker (Dobyns) Gordon 
had the following child: 
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1) Mary Isabella (Gordon) Seymour, born in 1832. 
A Genealogy Of A Branch Of Gordon compiled by Flem Gordon stated that: 
"Ambrose Grayson Gordon 


Ambrose Grayson Gordon (son of John Gordon and Elizabeth Wright) was born 
in Henderson County (now Hopkins County), Kentucky on his father's farm 
located on Sugar Creek near Madisonville, Kentucky on October 15, 1803."" He 
was named for his paternal uncle, Ambrose Grayson, who was killed at Logan's 
Fort during the numerous Indian conflicts in Kentucky. 


He married Sara Ann Walker Dobyns (daughter of Frederick Dobyns and Lucy 
Mott’) on May 20, 1824 in Hopkins County, Kentucky, by Reverend Sisk.** Sara 
Ann Walker Dobyns was born in Frederick County, Virginia, on December 2, 
1803, and died in that part of Hopkins County which became a part of Webster 
County, Kentucky. 


The union of Ambrose Grayson Gordon and Sara Ann Walker Dobyns resulted 
in the following issue: 


. Lysander Grayson Gordon - born in Madisonville, Kentucky, on July 3, 
1825; died testate,* unmarried and without issue on January 24, 1860.** 


l]. Minerva Walker Gordon - born in Madisonville, Kentucky, on March 20, 
1827;" died testate November 8, 1866, unmarried and without issue.° 


HI. John Frederick Gordon - born in Madisonville, Kentucky, on April 29, 
1829;** died December 18, 1866. He was a graduate of the University 
of Louisville Medical School and married Cynthia Mills of Todd County 
on March 31, 1850 in Salem, Livingston County, Kentucky, by Rev. 
Bethel. He is buried in Dycusburg, Crittenden County, Kentucky. His 
issue, a son John Frederick Gordon, Jr., was born August 12, 1861, 
died unmarried. Another son, Charles Mills Gordon was born July 4, 
1860, and died August 6, 1860. Cynthia Mills Gordon died in 
Madisonville, Kentucky in 1922. 


IV. Mary Isabella Gordon - born in Madisonville, Kentucky, on December 


19, 1832; married December 1, 1853 by Elder Orville Collins to Charles 
Seymour,’ as his first 


** The Gordon Family Bible. 


1 


see Appendix G for lineage of Dobyns-Mott families. 
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VII. 


VII. 


Hopkins County, Kentucky, Will Book 10, page 117, dated December 1, 
1859; proven January 28, 1860. | 


Hopkins County, Kentucky, Will Book 12, page 81, dated October 8, 1866; 
proven December 31, 1866. 


Charles Seymour played no small role in the Gordon family history. A 
successful civil engineer, he married first Mary Isabella Gordon, then her 
sister Cornelia lone Gordon, and lastly, their sister-in-law, Laura Arnold. 
Perhaps it was he who instilled in Maurice Kirby Gordon the desire to trace 
the family roots for a complete history of the Seymour family in America, 
reference should be made to [The Seymour Family. See Appendix Q for a 
brief biographical sketch. 


wife. She died May 20, 1856, leaving one son, Dogby Gordon Seymour, 
born February 28, 1855." Buried in family plot in Madisonville, Kentucky. 


Ann Elizabeth Gordon - born in Madisonville, Kentucky on April 6, 1835; 
married Francis M. Browder on November 24, 1851, by Elder Orville 
Collins and died without issue on July 15, 1856." 


William Leonidas Gordon - born November 23, 1837; lineage to follow. 


Cornelia lone Gordon - born in Madisonville, Kentucky, on February 29, 
1840; married by Elder William C. Dimmitt to Charles Seymour on July 1, 
1857, as his second wife. Died February 2, 1865, without issue surviving, 
her sons having died in infancy; Charles Gordon Seymour born October 5, 
1858, died August 14, 1859; and Frederick Gordon Seymour born 
September 26, 1860." 


Ambrose Walker Gordon - born in Madisonville, Kentucky, on January 22, 
1842; died October 10, 1842." 


Frank Gordon - born in Madisonville, Kentucky, on March 4, 1845;** 
married Maria Louise Ellis of Toronto at Fort Ellis, Canada, on May 10, 
1866.* He removed to Simcoe, Ontario, Canada in April 1864, where he 
abandoned his profession of civil engineer and engaged in the hardware 
business. He had three children, to-wit: 


(1) | Minerva Ellis Gordon - born July 4, 1867;* married Charles Crosby 
on September 12, 1888; later supervisor of the Royal Bank of 
England for the Province of British Colombia. They both died in 
Vancouver, British Colombia without issue. 
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(2) | Edith D. Gordon - born March 3, 1871;* died unmarried without 
issue.” 


(3) | Maria Louise Gordon - born August 4, 1874;* died unmarried and 
without issue in about the year 1960. 


Ambrose Grayson Gordon was an attorney by profession and was among the 
early successful lawyers of Western Kentucky. Other endeavors included 
contract for mail routes with the United States Government, dealing in the land 
and mineral markets and promotion of railroads. He was the President of the 


* Frank Gordon Genealogy. 
Personal interviews.... 


* Frank Gordon Genealogy. 


first corporation to locate and start construction of a rail line from Henderson, 
Kentucky to Nashville, Tennessee, completed as the St. Louis and Southeastern 
Railroad and engineered by his cousin, Major General James Harrison Wilson. 
This road passed to the Louisville and Nashville Railroad Company in 1880. His 
son, William Leonidas Gordon, was for a time President of the St. Louis and 
Southeastern Railroad.” 


_ Another occupation of Ambrose Grayson Gordon included that of surveyor of 
Hopkins County from July, 1825, to August 1840. He succeeded his father in | 
this post. He is listed in the 1830 and 1840 Hopkins County, Kentucky census. 


Ambrose Grayson Gordon died testate at his home on the south side of Center 
Street, one block west of the Courthouse in Madisonville, Kentucky, on June 23, 
1860 in his 58th year. His will dated June 18, 1860, was proven June 26, 
1860, and recorded in Will Book 10, page 237, Hopkins County Clerk's office. 
His estate was appraised and is recorded in Will Book 11, page 206, at the sum 
of $5,168.64 personalty. His real estate holdings in Hopkins County were vast 
and significant. Until shortly before his death, he was a partner in the law firm 
with his sons, Lysander Grayson Gordon and William Leonidas Gordon.” 


Sarah Ann Walker Dobyns, wife of Ambrose Grayson Gordon, died in 
Madisonville, Kentucky, on March 31, 1871, in her 67th year.” After the death of 
Ambrose G. Gordon, Sarah A.W.S. Gordon remarried on January 28, 1864 to 
John Ray." 
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See reference to Ambrose G. Gordon in the Biographical Sketch of W. L. 
Gordon in Kentucky, A History of the State by Battle and Perrin, F. A. Battey 
Publishing Co., Louisville, Kentucky (1885). 


il. | Minerva Wright (Gordon) Morton, Her Husband 


Samuel B. Morton, And Her Descendants 





Minerva Wright (Gordon) Morton was a daughter of 
Elizabeth Janet "Betsy" (Wright) Gordon and John Gordon Ill. (1779 John’, David?, 
Elizabeth Janet?) 

In her letter dated January 23, 1988, Mrs. Marie Edmunds enclosed an article 
from The Piedmont Genealogical Society Bulletin citing the papers of Major Maurice 
Kirby Gordon donated to the Historical Society of Hopkins County, Kentucky, which 
stated in part as follows: 


",... The children of John Gordon and Elizabeth Wright Gordon are as follows: 


2. Minerva Gordon married Samuel B. Morton, and had issue John Gordon, 
T. Henry, Benjamin and Elizabeth Morton... ." 


In her letter dated August 28, 2000, Pat Lawson stated that Minerva Gordon was 
a daughter of Elizabeth (Wright) Gordon and John Gordon and married Samuel Morton. 
A Genealogy Of A Branch Of Gordon compiled by Flem Gordon stated that: 


The marriage of John Gordon III and Elizabeth Wright produced the following 
children: 


lI. Minerva Wright Gordon - born circa 1804, married Samuel Morton in 
Hopkins County, Kentucky on July 22, 1821, where she subsequently died 
leaving issue:* 


(1) | John Gordon Morton 
(2) = T. Henry Morton 

(3) |§ Benjamin Morton 

(4) — Elizabeth Morton 

(5) Other 
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lil. Nancy C. (Gordon) Hardwick, Her Husband John 


Davis Hardwick, And Her Descendants 





Nancy C. (Gordon) Hardwick was a daughter of 
Elizabeth Janet "Betsy" (Wright) Gordon and John Gordon Ill. (1779 John’, David?, 
Elizabeth Janet’) 

In her letter dated August 28, 2000, Pat Lawson enclosed a copy of the marriage 
record of Nancy C. Gordon and John Hardwick dated February 22, 1826, at Hopkins 
County, Kentucky, with the marriage performed by John B. Laffoon, a justice of the 
peace. 

In her letter dated August 28, 2000, Pat Lawson enclosed a copy of a biography 
of C. C. Hardwick of Webster County from Kentucky, A History of the State, by Perrin, 
Battle & Kniffin, 2nd edition, 1885, which stated that: 


"C. C. Hardwick, Webster County, was born March 31, 1829, in Madisonville, 
Kentucky, and is a son of John D. and Nancy (Gordon) Hardwick. The father 
was born in Montgomery County, Ky., and in 1803 he moved to Madisonville, 
where he carried on the tailoring business and also kept a hotel. He died in 
1875, aged seventy-three years. The mother was born in Henderson, now 
Hopkins County, Kentucky. Her father, John Gordon, was the first county 
surveyor of Hopkins County, and surveyed the town of Madisonville. She died in 
1855, aged forty-eight years. .. ." | 
In her letter dated January 23, 1988, Mrs. Marie Edmunds enclosed an article 
from The Piedmont Genealogical Society Bulletin citing the papers of Major Maurice 
Kirby Gordon donated to the Historical Society of Hopkins County, Kentucky, which 
stated in part as follows: 


",... The children of John Gordon and Elizabeth Wright Gordon are as follows: 


3. Nancy C. Gordon married John D. Hardwick and had issue: 
Christopher C., William Ambrose, Sarah and John... ." 


In her letter dated August 28, 2000, Pat Lawson stated that Nancy C. Gordon 
was a daughter of Elizabeth (Wright) Gordon and John Gordon, was born on May 29, 
1807, married John Davis Hardwick on February 22, 1826, died on September 22, 


1855, and was buried at Grapevine Cemetery, Madisonville, Kentucky, that John Davis 
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Hardwick married second Elizabeth Clayton on November 17, 1870, died on January 8, 
1876, and was buried at Old Richland Cemetery, Madisonville, Kentucky, and that 
Nancy C. Gordon and John Davis Gordon had the following children: 

1) Sarah E. (Hardwick) Davis, born in 1828, 

2) Christopher Columbus Hardwick, born on March 31, 1829, 

3) Minerva L. Hardwick, born in 1831, 

4) Mary Jane (Hardwick) Hardwick, born in 1836, 

5) Nancy D. (Hardwick) Whelldon, born in 1839, 

6) Vitina (Hardwick) Lipscomb, born in 1842, 

7) Frances G. Hardwick, 

8) John G. Hardwick, and 

9) William Ambrose Hardwick. 

A Genealogy Of A Branch Of Gordon compiled by Flem Gordon stated that: 


The marriage of John Gordon III and Elizabeth Wright produced the following 
children: 


I. Nancy C. Gordon - married John D. Hardwick on Penney, 22, 1826, 
Hopkins Co, Ky and had the following:” 


(1) | Christopher Hardwick 

(2) William Ambrose Hardwick 
(3) Sarah Hardwick 

(4) John Hardwick 


b. sarah D. "Sally" (Wright) Kilgore And Her Husband Thomas 


Kilgore 
sarah D. "Sally" (Wright) Kilgore was a daughter of David 


Wright, Jr., and Sarah (Talbot) Wright. (1779 John', David’, David*) 

In her letter dated September 5, 1979, Mrs. Eileen Stoltz enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that Sarah "Sally" D. Wright was a daughter of David Wright, Jr., 
and Sarah (Talbot) Wright and that she married Thomas Kilgore on September 5, 1811, 


at Henderson County, Kentucky. 
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In her letter dated January 10, 1981, Amanda Presson enclosed a copy of the 
D.A.R. Application of Mrs. Maurine Overfeld Wallace which also listed the same 
information. 

In her email dated September 22, 1996, Heather Hart stated that Sarah D. 
Wright was a daughter of David Wright, Jr., and Sarah (Talbot) Wright and married 
possibly Thomas Kilgore on September 5, 1811, at Henderson County, Kentucky. 

In her WorldConnect Project posting dated December 22, 2000, at 
Rootsweb.com Linda Ann Womack stated that Sarah D. Wright was a daughter of 
David Wright, Jr., and Sarah (Talbot) Wright. 

C. David W. Wright 
David W. Wright was a son of David Wright, Jr., and Sarah 
(Talbot) Wright. (1779 John’, David’, David’) 

In her letter dated September 5, 1979, Mrs. Eileen Stoltz enclosed family group 
sheets which listed David W. Wright as the first child of David Wright, Jr., and Sarah 
(Talbot) Wright and that he was unmarried and died by 1819 at Hopkins County, 
Kentucky. | | 

In her letter dated January 10, 1981, Amanda Presson enclosed a copy of the 
D.A.R. Application of Mrs. Marrine Overfeld Wallace which listed David Wright as 
deceased by 1819, but that he married Almeda Howell on March 4, 1797, referencing 
D.A.R. Application 509577. However, since David Wright, Jr., and Sarah (Talbot) 
Wright did not marry until September 28, 1782, a 1797 marriage date for their son 
seems unreasonably early and this is probably a mistaken identification. 

In her letter dated March 16, 1988, Mrs. Eileen Stoltz stated that David W. 
Wright died in 1813. 

In her email dated September 22, 1996, Heather Hart stated that David W. 
Wright was a son of David Wright, Jr., and Sarah (Talbot) Wright and died about 1819. 

In her WorldConnect Project posting dated December 22, 2000, at 
Rootsweb.com Linda Ann Womack stated that David W. Wright was a son of David 
Wright, Jr., and Sarah (Talbot) Wright and died in about 1819. 
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d. Edmund Wright Of Hickman County, Kentucky, And His 
Wife Betsey Ann (Crenshaw) Wright 


Edmund Wright of Hickman County, Kentucky, was a son of 
David Wright, Jr., and Sarah (Talbot) Wright. (1779 John’, David*, David) 

In her letter dated September 5, 1979, Mrs. Eileen Stoltz enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that Edmund Wright was a son of David Wright, Jr., and Sarah 
(Talbot) Wright and that he married Betsy Ann Crenshaw on October 5, 1816, at 
Henderson County, Kentucky, and died at Hickman County, Kentucky. 

In her letter dated January 10, 1981, Amanda Presson enclosed a copy of the 
D.A.R. Application of Mrs. Maurine Overfeld Wallace which also listed Edmund Wright 
as ason of David Wright, Jr., and Sarah (Talbot) Wright and his marriage to Betsy Ann 
Crenshaw. 

In her email dated September 22, 1996, Heather Hart stated that Edmund Wright 
was a son of David Wright, Jr., and Sarah (Talbot) Wright and married Betty Ann 
Crenshaw on October 5, 1816. 

In her WorldConnect Project posting dated December 22, 2000, at 
Rootsweb.com Linda Ann Womack stated that Edmund Wright was a son of David 
Wright, Jr., and Sarah (Talbot) Wright and married Betty Ann Crenshaw on October 5, 
1816, at Henderson County, Kentucky. 

e. Martha C. "Patsy" (Wright) (Crenshaw) Granger, Her 
Husbands John Crenshaw And John Granger, And Her 
Descendants 
Martha C. "Patsy" (Wright) (Crenshaw) Granger was a 
daughter of David Wright, Jr., and Sarah (Talbot) Wright. (1779 John’, David’, David*) 

In her letter dated September 5, 1979, Mrs. Eileen Stoltz enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that Martha "Patsy" C. Wright was a daughter of David Wright, Jr., 
and Sarah (Talbot) Wright and that she married first John Crenshaw and second John 
Granger. 

In her letter dated January 10, 1981, Amanda Presson enclosed a copy of the 


D.A.R. Application of Mrs. Maurine Overfeld Wallace which also listed Patsey Wright as 
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a daughter of David Wright, Jr., and Sarah (Talbot) Wright and that she married John 
Granger. 

In her email dated September 22, 1996, Heather Hart stated that Martha C. 
Wright was a daughter of David Wright, Jr., and Sarah (Talbot) Wright and married first 
John Crenshaw on October 25, 1816, and married second John Granger. 

In her WorldConnect Project posting dated December 22, 2000, at 
Rootsweb.com Linda Ann Womack stated that Martha C. Wright was a daughter of 
David Wright, Jr., and Sarah (Talbot) Wright, married John Crenshaw on October 25, 
1816, at Henderson County, Kentucky, and married second John Granger. 

In her emails dated October 5, 2003, Doris Burkhamer enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that Martha Catherine Wright was a daughter of David Wright, Jr., 
and Sarah (Talbot) Wright, was born in 1796 at Henderson County, Kentucky, married 
first John Crenshaw on October 25, 1816, at Henderson County, Kentucky, possibly 
married second John Granger, died in 1865 at Warsaw, Benton County, Missouri, and 
was buried at the Crenshaw Cemetery, Buffalo Township, Morgan County, Missouri, 
that John Crenshaw was born in 1796 at Lunenburg County, Virginia, that John 
Granger may have been the same person as John Crenshaw because the Crenshaws 
sometimes went by the name Granger, died in 1872 at Buffalo Township, Morgan 
County, Missouri, and was buried at the Crenshaw Cemetery, Buffalo Township, 
Morgan County, Missouri, and that Martha Catherine (Wright) Crenshaw and John 
Crenshaw had the following children: 

1) Edward Crenshaw, born between 1817 and 1820 at Henderson County, 
Kentucky, 

2) F. Crenshaw, born in 1819, 

3) Edmond Thomas Crenshaw, born on August 13, 1820, at Henderson 
County, Kentucky, 

4) William C. Crenshaw, born in 1823 at Henderson County, Kentucky, 

5) Ephraim E. Crenshaw, born in 1826 at Franklin County, Illinois, 

6) Martha Catherine (Crenshaw) Jackson, born in 1828 at Franklin County, 


Illinois, 
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1) David Crenshaw, born in about 1829 at Franklin County, Illinois, 

8) John William Crenshaw, born in 1833 at Benton County, Missouri, 

9) Abner Crenshaw, born in 1834 at Benton County, Missouri, 

10) Francis Marion Crenshaw, born in 1835 at Morgan or Benton County, 
Missouri, 

11) Susan Jane (Crenshaw) Braden, born in about 1839 at Benton County, 
Missouri, and 

12) Mary Elizabeth (Crenshaw) Grace, born in 1840 or 1841 at Benton 
County, Missouri. 

l. Edward Crenshaw And His Wife M. A. ( ) 
Crenshaw 
Edward Crenshaw was a son of Martha Catharine 
(Wright) Crenshaw and John Crenshaw. (1779 John’, David?, David*, Martha 
Catharine’) 

In her emails dated October 5, 2003, Doris Burkhamer enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that Edward Crenshaw was a son of Martha Catharine (Wright) 
Crenshaw and John Crenshaw, was born between 1817 and 1820 at Henderson 
County, Kentucky, and married M.A. ss and thatM.A.(___) Crenshaw was born 
in about 1828. 

il. F. Crenshaw 
F. Crenshaw was a child of Martha Catharine (Wright) 
Crenshaw and John Crenshaw. (1779 John’, David’, David’, Martha Catharine‘) 

In her emails dated October 5, 2003, Doris Burkhamer enclosed family group 

sheets which stated that F. Crenshaw was a child of Martha Catharine (Wright) 


Crenshaw and John Crenshaw, was born in about 1819. 


ili. Edmond Thomas Crenshaw And His Wife Mary Ann 
(Harras) Crenshaw 


Edmond Thomas Crenshaw was a son of Martha 
Catharine (Wright) Crenshaw and John Crenshaw. (1779 John’, David’, David’, Martha 


Catharine’) 
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In her emails dated October 5, 2003, Doris Burkhamer enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that Edmond Thomas Crenshaw was a son of Martha Catharine 
(Wright) Crenshaw and John Crenshaw, was born on August 13, 1820, at Henderson 
County, Kentucky, and married Mary Ann Harras in about 1847 at Missouri. 

IV. William C. Crenshaw And His Wife Mary R. ( ) 
Crenshaw 
William C. Crenshaw was a son of Martha Catharine 
(Wright) Crenshaw and John Crenshaw. (1779 John’, David*, David®, Martha 
Catharine*) 

In her emails dated October 5, 2003, Doris Burkhamer enclosed family group 

sheets which stated that William C. Crenshaw was a son of Martha Catharine (Wright) 


Crenshaw and John Crenshaw, was born in 1823 at Henderson County, Kentucky, and 


married Mary R. in about 1848 at Taney County, Missouri. 
V. Ephraim E. Crenshaw And His Wife Amanda ( ) 
Crenshaw 


Ephraim E. Crenshaw was a son of Martha Catharine 
(Wright) Crenshaw and John Crenshaw. (1779 John’, David?, David®, Martha 
Catharine“) 

In her emails dated October 5, 2003, Doris Burkhamer enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that Ephraim E. Crenshaw was a son of Martha Catharine (Wright) 
Crenshaw and John Crenshaw, was born in 1826 at Franklin County, Illinois, and 
married Amanda 

Vi. Martha Catherine (Crenshaw) Jackson And Her 
~Husband S$. Jackson 
Martha Catherine (Crenshaw) was a daughter of 
Martha Catharine (Wright) Crenshaw and John Crenshaw. (1779 John’, David’, David’, 
Martha Catharine‘) 
In her emails dated October 5, 2003, Doris Burkhamer enclosed family group 


sheets which stated that Martha Catherine Crenshaw was a daughter of Martha 
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Catharine (Wright) Crenshaw and John Crenshaw, was born in 1828 at Franklin 
County, Illinois, and married S. Jackson. — | 
Vil. David Crenshaw And His Wife Mary (Malcolm) 
Crenshaw 
David Crenshaw was a son of Martha Catharine 
(Wright) Crenshaw and John Crenshaw. (1779 John’, David’, David’, Martha 
Catharine’) 

In her emails dated October 5, 2003, Doris Burkhamer enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that David Crenshaw was a son of Martha Catharine (Wright) 
Crenshaw and John Crenshaw, was born in about 1829 at Franklin County, Illinois, and 
married Mary Malcolm in about 1854 and that Mary (Malcolm) Crenshaw was born in 
about 1835. 

vill, John William Crenshaw And His Wife Mary ( ) 
| _ Crenshaw 
John William Crenshaw was a son of Martha 
Catharine (Wright) Crenshaw and John Crenshaw. (1779 John’, David’, David*, Martha 
Catharine’) 

In her emails dated October 5, 2003, Doris Burkhamer enclosed family group 
_ sheets which stated that John William Crenshaw was a son of Martha Catharine 
(Wright) Crenshaw and John Crenshaw, was born in about 1833 at Benton County, 
Missouri, and married Mary 

Ix. Abner Crenshaw And His Wife Mary Ann (Linch) 
Crenshaw 
Abner Crenshaw was a son of Martha Catharine 
(Wright) Crenshaw and John Crenshaw. (1779 John’, David’, David’, Martha 
Catharine’) 

In her emails dated October 5, 2003, Doris Burkhamer enclosed a copy of the 

marriage record of Abner Crenshaw and Mary Linch dated on May 15, 1858, at Benton 


County, Missouri: 
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"This is to certify that on the 15th day of May 1858 | married Abner Crenshaw to 
Miss Mary Linch both Benton County Mo Given under my hand this the 24th day 
of June 1858 


Samuel Wry Elder of the 
Church of Christ 


Filed for Record June 24th 1858" 


In her emails dated October 5, 2003, Doris Burkhamer enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that Abner Crenshaw was a son of Martha Catharine (Wright) 
Crenshaw and John Crenshaw, was born in 1834 at Benton County, Missouri, married 
Mary Ann Linch on May 15,1858, at Benton County, Missouri, and died in 1873 and that 
Mary Ann (Linch) Crenshaw died after 1871. 

xX. Francis Marion Crenshaw And His Wife Sarah W. 
(Grace or Grase) Crenshaw 
Francis Marion Crenshaw was a son of Martha 
Catharine (Wright) Crenshaw and John Crenshaw. (1779 John’, David?, David?, Martha 
Catharine’) 

In her emails dated October 5, 2003, Doris Burkhamer enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that Francis Marion Crenshaw was a son of Martha Catharine 
(Wright) Crenshaw and John Crenshaw, was born in about 1835 at Morgan or Benton 
County, Missouri, married Sarah W. Grace or Grase on March 2, 1857, at Benton 
County, Missouri, and died on April 18, 1892, at Cole Hill, Johnson County, Arkansas, 
and that Sarah W. (Grace or Grase) Crenshaw was born in 1837 and died after 1900. 

XI. ousan Jane (Crenshaw) Braden And Her Husband 
Elias Braden 
Susan Jane (Crenshaw) Braden was a daughter of 
Martha Catharine (Wright) Crenshaw and John Crenshaw. (1779 John’, David”, David?, 
Martha Catharine’) 

In her emails dated October 5, 2003, Doris Burkhamer enclosed a copy of the 

marriage record of Susan Jane Crenshaw and Elias Braden dated on March 25, 1858, 


at Benton County, Missouri: 
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"This is to certify that on the 25th day of March 1858 | married Elias Braden to 
Miss Susan J. Crenshaw both of Benton County Given under my hand June 21, 
1858 


Samuel Wry Elder 
of the Church of Christ 


Filed for Record June 24th 1858" 


In her emails dated October 5, 2003, Doris Burkhamer enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that Susan Jane Crenshaw was a daughter of Martha Catharine 
(Wright) Crenshaw and John Crenshaw, was born in about 1839 at Benton County, 
Missouri, married Elias Braden on March 25, 1858, at Warsaw, Benton County, 
Missouri, died on February 4, 1900, at Benton County, Missouri, and was buried at 
Shiloh Cemetery, Morgan County, Missouri. 

Xil. Mary Elizabeth (Crenshaw) Grace And Her Husband 
Nathaniel Grace 
Mary Elizabeth (Crenshaw) Grace was a daughter of 
Martha Catharine (Wright) Crenshaw and John Crenshaw. (1779 John’, David’, David?, 
Martha Catharine‘) 

In her emails dated October 5, 2003, Doris Burkhamer enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that Mary Elizabeth Crenshaw was a daughter of Martha Catharine 
(Wright) Crenshaw and John Crenshaw, was born in 1840 or 1841 at Benton County, 
Missouri, married Nathaniel Grace on January 12, 1860, at Benton County, Missouri, 
and died before August 13, 1868. 

f. Laura L. (Wright) Griffin, Her Husband Abner Griffin, And 
Her Descendants 
Laura L. (Wright) Griffin was a daughter of David Wright, Jr., 
and Sarah (Talbot) Wright. (1779 John', David?, David*) 

In her letter dated September 5, 1979, Mrs. Eileen Stoltz enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that Laura L. Wright was a daughter of David Wright, Jr., and 
sarah (Talbot) Wright, that she married Abner Griffin on November 20, 1816, at 
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Henderson County, Kentucky, and that she died in October 1833 at Henderson County, 
Kentucky. 

In her letter dated January 10, 1981, Amanda Presson enclosed the D.A.R. 
Application of Mrs. Maurine Overfeld Wallace which also listed Laura as a daughter of 
David Wright, Jr., and Sarah (Talbot) Wright and her husband as Abner Griffin. 

In her emails dated September 22, 1996, and April 28, 1998, Heather Hart-Clark 
stated that Laurin L. Wright was a daughter of David Wright, Jr., and Sarah (Talbot) 
Wright, was born between 1800 and 1810, married Abner Griffin on November 20, 
1816, at Henderson County, Kentucky, resided in 1850 at Henderson County, 
Kentucky, and died in October 1833, that Abner Griffin was born between 1790 and 
1800 and died about 1838 at Henderson County, Kentucky, and that Laurin L. (Wright) 
Griffin and Abner Griffin had the following children: 

1) John A. Griffin, born between 1810 and 1820, 

2) Nathaniel Griffin, born about 1810 at Virginia, 

3) Susan J. (Griffin) Ezell, born between 1820 and 1825 at Henderson 
County, Kentucky, and 

4) Thomas A. Griffin. 

In her WorldConnect Project posting dated December 22, 2000, at 
Rootsweb.com Linda Ann Womack stated that Lauren L. Wright was a daughter of 
David Wright, Jr., and Sarah (Talbot) Wright, was born between 1800 and 1810, 
married Abner Griffin on November 20, 1816, at Henderson County, Kentucky, and died 
in October 1833 at Henderson County, Kentucky, that Abner Griffin was born between 
1790 and 1800 and died in about 1838 at Henderson County, Kentucky, and that 
Lauren L. (Wright) Griffin and Abner Griffin had the following children: 

1) Thomas A. Griffin, born after 1816 at Virginia, 

2) John A. Griffin, born after 1816, 

3) susan J. (Griffin) Ezell, born in 1820, and 

4) Nathaniel Griffin, born in about 1829 at Virginia. 
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L. John A. Griffin And His Wife Mary A. (Hazelwood) 
Griffin 
John A. Griffin was a son of Laura L. (Wright) Griffin 
and Abner Griffin. (1779 John’, David Sr.*, David Jr.°, Laura*) 

In her emails dated September 22, 1996, and April 28, 1998, Heather Hart stated 
that John A. Griffin was a son of Laura L. (Wright) Griffin and Abner Griffin, was born 
between 1810 and 1820, married Mary A. Hazelwood on March 17, 1836 at Henderson 
County, Kentucky, and resided in 1840 at Henderson County, Kentucky. 

In her WorldConnect Project posting dated December 22, 2000, at 
Rootsweb.com Linda Ann Womack stated that John A. Griffin was a son of Lauren L. 
(Wright) Griffin and Abner Griffin, was born after 1816, married Mary A. Hazelwood on 
March 17, 1836, at Henderson County, Kentucky, and that Mary A. (Hazelwood) Griffin 
was born about 1818. 

i. Nathaniel Griffin And His Wife Sarah C. (Butler) 
Griffin 
Nathaniel Griffin was a son of Laura L. (Wright) Griffin 
and Abner Griffin. (1779 John‘, David Sr.*, David Jr.*, Laura’) 

In her emails dated September 22, 1996, and April 28, 1998, Heather Hart stated 
that Nathaniel Griffin was a son of Laura L. (Wright) Griffin and Abner Griffin, was born 
about 1810 at Virginia, and married Sarah Catherine Butler on July 16, 1845, at 
Henderson County, Kentucky, that Sarah Catherine (Butler) Griffin was born about 
1829 at Henderson County, Kentucky, and that Nathaniel Griffin and Sarah Catherine 
(Butler) Griffin had the following child: 

1) Joseph Norman Griffin, born on June 1, 1848 at Spotsville, Henderson 
County, Kentucky. 

In her WorldConnect Project posting dated December 22, 2000, at 
Rootsweb.com Linda Ann Womack stated that Nathaniel Griffin was a son of Lauren L. 
(Wright) Griffin and Abner Griffin, was born in about 1829 at Virginia, married Sarah 
Catherin Butler on July 16, 1845, at Henderson County, Kentucky, and that Nathaniel 
Griffin and Sarah Catherin (Butler) Griffin had the following children: 
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1) James Norman Griffin, born on June 1, 1848, at Spotsville, Henderson 
County, Kentucky, 

2) James L. Griffin, born in about 1849 at Kentucky, 

3) Lucy Griffin, born in about 1852 at Kentucky, 

4) Nancy J. Griffin, born in about 1854 at Kentucky, and 

5) Mary C. Griffin, born in about 1858 at Kentucky. 

lil. ousan J. (Griffin) Ezell, Her Husband William E. Ezell 
And Her Descendants 
susan J. (Griffin) Ezell was a daughter of Laura L. 
(Wright) Griffin and Abner Griffin. (1779 John', David Sr.*, David Jr.°, Laura‘) 

In her emails dated September 22, 1996, and April 28, 1998, Heather Hart stated 
that Susan J. Griffin was a daughter of Laura L. (Wright) Griffin and Abner Griffin, was 
born between 1820 and 1825 at Henderson County, Kentucky, married William Ezell on 
October 11, 1837, at Henderson County, Kentucky, and died between 1870 and 1880 
at Webster County, Kentucky, that William Ezell was born about 1814 or 1816 at 
Mecklenburg County, Virginia, resided in 1840 and 1850 at Henderson County, 
Kentucky, resided in 1860 and 1870 and 1880 at Webster County, Kentucky, and died 
about January 1886 at Webster County, Kentucky, and that Susan J. (Griffin) Ezell and 
William Ezell had the following children: 

1) Abner David Ezell, born on January 2, 1839, at Henderson County, 
Kentucky, 

2) Mary Ann (Ezell) Brau, born about 1842, 

3) Marshel Monroe Ezell, born between January and August 10, 1847, at 
Kentucky, 

4) John G. Ezell, born on January 1, 1849, at Henderson County, Kentucky, 

5) Luke Ezell, born about 1850, 

6) Tally Mckie Francisco Ezell, born in April 1854 at Henderson County, 
Kentucky, 

1) Isabella (Ezell} Hubbard, born in December 1855 at Webster County, 
Kentucky, 
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8) William Allison Ezell, born in september 1858 at Kentucky, and 

9) Jeff Davis W. H. H. Ezell, born on June 10, 1863. 

In her WorldConnect Project posting dated December 22, 2000, at 
Rootsweb.com Linda Ann Womack stated that Susan J. Griffin was a daughter of 
Lauren L. (Wright) Griffin and Abner Griffin, was born in 1820, married William E. Ezell 
on October 11, 1837, at Henderson County, Kentucky, and died about 1875 at Webster 
County, Kentucky, that William E. Ezell was born about 1814 at Mecklenburg County, 
Virginia, and died before January 26, 1886, at Webster County, Kentucky, and that 
Susan J. (Griffin) Ezell and William E. Ezell had the following children: 

1) Abner David Ezell, born on January 2, 1839, at Henderson County, 
Kentucky, 

2) Mary Ann (Ezell) Bran, born in about 1842, 

3) Marshall Monroe Ezell, born in about 1847 at Kentucky, 

4) John Gordon Ezell, born on January 1, 1849, at Henderson County, 
Kentucky, 

5) Tally Mackie Francisco Ezell, born on April 1, 1854, at Henderson County, 
Kentucky, 

6) Isabella (Ezell) Hubbard, born in December 1855 at Webster County, 
Kentucky, 

1) William Allison Ezell, born on September 13, 1858, at Kentucky, 

8) Jeff Davis W. H. H. Ezell, born on June 10, 1863, and 

9) Luke Ezell, born in December 1876 at Kentucky. 

Iv. Thomas A. Griffin And His Wife Ann L. (Wilson) 
Griffin 
Thomas A. Griffin was a son of Laura L. (Wright) 
Griffin and Abner Griffin. (1779 John’, David Sr.*, David Jr.°, Laura‘) 

In her emails dated September 22, 1996, and April 28, 1998, Heather Hart stated 

that Thomas A. Griffin was a son of Laura L. (Wright) Griffin and Abner Griffin and 


married Ann L. Wilson on December 15, 1841. 
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In her WorldConnect Project posting dated December 22, 2000, at 
Rootsweb.com Linda Ann Womack stated that Thomas A. Griffin was a son of Lauren 
L. (Wright) Griffin and Abner Griffin, was born after 1816 at Virginia, married Ann L. 
Wilson on December 15, 1841, at Henderson County, Kentucky, that Ann L. (Wilson) 
Griffin was born in about 1823 at Kentucky, and that Thomas A. Griffin and Ann L. 
(Wilson) Griffin had the following child: 

1) Anthony B. Griffin, born in about 1843 at Kentucky. 

g. Mary (Wright) Jones And Her Husband Edwin Or Edmund 
Jones 
Mary (Wright) Jones was a daughter of David Wright, Jr., 
and Sarah (Talbot) Wright. (1779 John’, David?, David*) 

In her letter dated September 5, 1979, Mrs. Eileen Stoltz enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that Mary Wright was a daughter of David Wright, Jr., and Sarah 
(Talbot) Wright and that she married Edwin Jones. 

In her letter dated January 10, 1981, Amanda Presson enclosed a copy of the 
D.A.R. Application of Mrs. Maurine Overfeld Wallace which stated the same information 
and that the marriage occurred on October 27, 1798. 

In her email dated September 22, 1996, Heather Hart stated that Mary Wright 
was a daughter of David Wright, Jr., and Sarah (Talbot) Wright and married Edwin 
Jones on October 1, 1827. 

In her WorldConnect Project posting dated December 22, 2000, at 
Rootsweb.com Linda Ann Womack stated that Mary Wright was a daughter of David 
Wright, Jr., and Sarah (Talbot) Wright, was born in about 1804 at Virginia, and married 
Edwin Jones on October 1, 1827, at Henderson County, Kentucky, that Edwin Jones 
was born in about 1796 at Virginia, and that Mary (Wright) Jones and Edwin Jones had 
the following children: 

1) David H. Jones, born in about 18371, 

2) Lucy H. Jones, born in about 1835, 

3) Mary V. Jones, born in about 1836, 

4) Ellen Jones, born in about 1840, 
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5) Martha J. Jones, born in about 1844, and 

6) Edwin L. Jones, born in about 1846. 

h. Priscilla Ann (Wright) Long And Her Husband John Long 
Priscilla Ann (Wright) Long was a daughter of David Wright, 
Jr., and Sarah (Talbot) Wright. (1779 John’, David?, David?) 

In her letter dated September 5, 1979, Mrs. Eileen Stoltz enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that Priscilla Ann Wright as a daughter of David Wright, Jr., and 
Sarah (Talbot) Wright and that she married John Long. 

In her letter dated January 10, 1981, Amanda Presson enclosed a copy of the 
D.A.R. Application of Mrs. Maurine Overfeld Wallace which listed the same information. 

In her email dated September 22, 1996, Heather Hart stated that Priscilla Wright 
was a daughter of David Wright, Jr., and Sarah (Talbot) Wright and married John Long. 

In her WorldConnect Project posting dated December 22, 2000, at 
Rootsweb.com Linda Ann Womack stated that Priscill Ann Wright was a daughter of 
David Wright, Jr., and Sarah (Talbot) Wright and married John Long and that Priscilla 
Ann (Wright) Long and John Long had the following child: 

1) Mary Elizabeth Long. 

l. Jane C. (Wright) Black And Her Husband John Black 
Jane C. (Wright) Black was a daughter of David Wright, Jr., 
and Sarah (Talbot) Wright. (1779 John’, David?, David") 

In her letter dated September 5, 1979, Mrs. Eileen Stoltz enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that Jane C. Wright was a daughter of David Wright, Jr., and Sarah 
(Talbot) Wright and that she married John Black. 

In her letter dated January 10, 1981, Amanda Presson enclosed a copy of the 
D.A.R. Application of Mrs. Maurine Overfeld Wallace which listed the same information. 

In her email dated September 22, 1996, Heather Hart stated that Jane C. Wright 
was a daughter of David Wright, Jr., and Sarah (Talbot) Wright and married John Long 
and that John Black resided in 1820 at Henderson County, Kentucky. 
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In her WorldConnect Project posting dated December 22, 2000, at 
Rootsweb.com Linda Ann Womack stated that Jane C. Wright was a daughter of David 
Wright, Jr., and Sarah (Talbot) Wright and married John Black. 

3. Elizabeth (Wright) Hamilton, Her Husband Thomas Hamilton, And 
Her Descendants 
Elizabeth (Wright) Hamilton was a daughter of David Wright, Sr., 
and (___) Wright. (1779 John’, David?) 


The marriage record of Elizabeth Wright and Thomas Hamilton was dated on 





May 22, 1783, at Bedford County, Virginia, with Stephen Dooley as surety: 


"Know all Men by these presents that we Thomas Hambleton and Stephen 
Dooley both of the County of Bedford are held & firmly bound unto Benjamin 
Harrison Governor or Chief Magistrate of the State of Virginia in the Sum of fifty 
pounds to the which paiment well & truly to be made to the sd. Ben. Harrison or 
his Successors we bind ourselves our & each of our joint & several Heirs Exors & 
admors firmly by these presents Sealed with our Seals Dated this 21st Day of 
May 1783. 


The Condition of the above Obligation is such that whereas there is a Marriage 
shortly intended to be had and solemnized between the above bound Thomas 
Hambleton and Elizabeth Wright. Now if there shall be no lawful Cause to 
obstruct the sd. Marriage then the above Obligation to be void else to remain in 


full force. 

Sealed & delivered ) Thomas Hamilton 
in presence of ) Stephen Dooley 
J. Steptoe 


Thomas Hambleton and Elizabeth Wright May 22d 1783 
Celebrated and Certified by Nathaniel Shrewsbury" 


A certificate of marriage for Elizabeth Wright and Thomas Hambleton was 
recorded on , 1783, at Bedford County, Virginia, D.B. 7/343: 


Thomas Hambleton and Elizabeth Wright May 22d 1783 
Celebrated and Certified by 


Nathaniel Shrewsburry" 
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It is not clear why this unusual procedure of recording the marriage record was 
followed. Although this marriage might have been that of Elizabeth Wright, the 
daughter of 1779 John Wright, the agreement described below indicates that Elizabeth 
(Wright) Hamilton was an heir of the estate of David Wright, which indicates that she 
was the daughter of David Wright and the granddaughter of 1779 John Wright of Prince 
Edward County. | 

On March 2, 1816, at Floyd County, Virginia, D.B. A/381 Alexander Dunbar and 
John McConnell of the first part and David Hamilton, Thomas Hamilton and Stephen 
Hamilton of the second part, all of Floyd County, Kentucky, entered into an agreement 
that the first parties would try to collect from the estate of David Wright, late of the state 
of Tennessee, deceased, as much of the estate as the second parties were entitled to 
as heirs of David Wright: 


"This Article of agreement made and entered into this second day of March, A.D. 
1816, between Alexander Dunbar and John M. McConnell of the County of Floyd 
and State of Kentucky, of the first part and David Hamilton, Thomas Hamilton 
and Stephen Hamilton of the County and State aforesaid of the second part, 


Witnesseth: That the said parties of the first part doth hereby bind themselves to 
use every reasonable and laudable measure in their power to settle and collect 
all or so much of the estate of David Wright late of the State of Tennessee decd., 
as the said parties of the second part may be entitled to as heirs at law of of the 
aforesaid David Wright, decd. for which the purpose said parties of the second 
part have this day executed thir lawful power of Attorney giving them the said 
parties of the first part full power to collect the same which will be better 
understood reference thereunto being had the said parties of the first part are to 
attend the collection and settling of the said estate as well as traveling to and 
from their place of residence to the said State of Tennessee at their own proper 
costs and charges and also to prosecute all suits relative to the same at their 
own proper expence, but the said parties of the first part are no bound to 
commence or prosecute after it is commenced any suit or suits in law or equity 
for the recovery aforesaid, estate, or any part thereof other than such as to them 
or either of them from the circumstances attending the same promise success in 
the result and the whole business of commencing or prosecuting suits shall be at 
the election of the said parties of the first part or either of them upon advising | 
themselves of the promises and may compromise the same at pleasure for and 
in consideration of the above obligation we the said parties of the second part do 
bind ourselves our heirs &c firmly by these presents to allow the said parties of 
the first part to retain as a compensation for their services, and a renumeration 
for their costs and expenditures in their behalf expended one half of all monies or 
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property whether personal or real which may arise accrue, proceed from or be 
recovered whether by suit, compromise, or otherwise out of said estate or any 
part thereof and should they not retain the same but should such estate or any 
part thereof come by any means fall into our hands over and above the one half 
which we reserve to ourselves we hereby bind ourselves our heirs executors and 
admin. firmly by these presents to pay over to the said parties of the first part all 
such sums of money or other property whether personal or real or to their agents 
legally demanding the same. In witness whereof the said parties to these 
presents do hereunto set our hands and affix our seals this day and year first 
above written. 


Sealed, signed and acknowl- Alexander Dunbar 
edged in presence of: John M. McConnell 
Wm. J. Mayo, C.F.C.C. David Hamilton 


Thomas Hamilton 
Stephen Hamilton 


Floyd County Court Clerk's Office 16th March, 1816. 


|, William James Mayo, Clerk of the Court for the County aforesaid do hereby 
certify that the within article of agreement was this day acknowledged before me 
by the subscribing parties thereto to be their act and deed respectively and that 
the same is duly recorded in my office according to law. 


Teste: 

Wm. J. Mayo, C.F.C.C.” 
This document identifies the Elizabeth Wright who married Thomas Hamilton as an heir 
of David Wright, Sr., and, therefore, almost certainly his daughter. 

In her email dated April 26, 1997, Nancy Wright Bays stated that Elizabeth 
Wright married Thomas Hamilton on May 12, 1783, at Bedford County, Virginia, that 
Thomas Hamilton was a son of Thomas Hamilton, was born in 1757, and married 
second Ann Martin at Sullivan County, Tennessee, and that Elizabeth (Wright) Hamilton 
and Thomas Hamilton had the following children: 

1) David Hamilton, 

2) Margaret Hamilton, 

3) Stephen Hamilton, and 


4) Thomas Hamilton. 
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In her letter dated July 19, 2001, Eleanor Patrick enclosed family group sheets 
which stated that Elizabeth Wright was born in 1/63, married Thomas Hamilton, and 
died in 1793, that Thomas Hamilton was born in 1757 and died in 1847, and that 
Elizabeth (Wright) Hamilton and Thomas Hamilton had the following children: 

1) Stephen Hamilton, born about 1787, 

2) Thomas Hamilton, born in about 1789, and 

3) David Hamilton, born in 1793. 

In his emails dated May 15 and 16, 2003, Larry Wood stated that Elizabeth 
Wright was a daughter of David Wright and married Thomas Hamilton and that The 
Annals Of Floyd County, Kentucky compiled by Charles G. Wells, 1983, stated the 
following: 


"2, March 1816: Article of Agreement between Alexander Dunbar and John M. 
McConnell of one part, and David Hamilton, Stephen Hamilton and Thomas 
Hamilton of the other part, in which the parties of the first part bind themselves to 
settle and collect the Estate of David Wright, late of the State of Tennessee, 
decd. As the Parties of the second part may be enittitled to as heirs at law of the 
said David Wright, decd.” 

Larry Wood also stated that Hamilton Families Of Eastern Kentucky compiled by 

Verle H. Parrish stated the following: 


"And in that same year (1816) we find David, Thomas, and Stephen sending 
Alexander Dunbar and John McConnel to Sullivan County, Tennessee ‘to get 
any part due them of the estate of David Wright, deceased.",” 

citing Floyd County, Kentucky, D.B. A/381. 

In his letter dated July 17, 2003, Larry Wood enclosed family group sheets which 
stated that Elizabeth Wright married Thomas Hamilton on May 12, 1783, at Bedford 
County, Virginia, and that Elizabeth (Wright) Hamilton and Thomas Hamilton had the 
following children: 

1) David Hamilton, born in about 1785, | 

2) Stephen Hamilton, born in about 1787 at Sullivan County, Tennessee, 
and 

3) Thomas Hamilton, born in about 1789. 
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a. stephen Hamilton, His Wife Cynthia (Stratton) Hamilton, 
And His Descendants 


Stephen Hamilton was a son of Elizabeth (Wright) Hamilton 

and Thomas Hamilton. (1779 John', David’, Elizabeth*) 

On March 2, 1816, at Floyd County, Virginia, D.B. A/381 Alexander Dunbar and 
John McConnell of the first part and David Hamilton, Thomas Hamilton and Stephen 
Hamilton of the second part, all of Floyd County, Kentucky, entered into an agreement 
that the first parties would try to collect from the estate of David Wright, late of the state 
of Tennessee, deceased, as much of the estate as the second parties were entitled to 
as heirs of David Wright: 


"This Article of agreement made and entered into this second day of March, A.D. 
1816, between Alexander Dunbar and John M. McConnell of the County of Floyd 
and State of Kentucky, of the first part and David Hamilton, Thomas Hamilton 
and Stephen Hamilton of the County and State aforesaid of the second part, 


Witnesseth: That the said parties of the first part doth hereby bind themselves to 
use every reasonable and laudable measure in their power to settle and collect 
all or so much of the estate of David Wright late of the State of Tennessee decd., 
as the said parties of the second part may be entitled to as heirs at law of of the 
aforesaid David Wright, decd. for which the purpose said parties of the second 
part have this day executed thir lawful power of Attorney giving them the said 
parties of the first part full power to collect the same which will be better 
understood reference thereunto being had the said parties of the first part are to 
attend the collection and settling of the said estate as well as traveling to and 
from their place of residence to the said State of Tennessee at their own proper 
costs and charges and also to prosecute all suits relative to the same at their 
own proper expence, but the said parties of the first part are no bound to 
commence or prosecute after it is commenced any suit or suits in law or equity 
for the recovery aforesaid, estate, or any part thereof other than such as to them 
or either of them from the circumstances attending the same promise success in 
the result and the whole business of commencing or prosecuting suits shall be at 
the election of the said parties of the first part or either of them upon advising 
themselves of the promises and may compromise the same at pleasure for and 
in consideration of the above obligation we the said parties of the second part do 
bind ourselves our heirs &c firmly by these presents to allow the said parties of 
the first part to retain as a compensation for their services, and a renumeration 
for their costs and expenditures in their behalf expended one half of all monies or 
property whether personal or real which may arise accrue, proceed from or be 
recovered whether by suit, compromise, or otherwise out of said estate or any 
part thereof and should they not retain the same but should such estate or any 
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part thereof come by any means fall into our hands over and above the one half 
which we reserve to ourselves we hereby bind ourselves our heirs executors and 
admin. firmly by these presents to pay over to the said parties of the first part all 
such sums of money or other property whether personal or real or to their agents 
legally demanding the same. In witness whereof the said parties to these 
presents do hereunto set our hands and affix our seals this day and year first 
above written. 


Sealed, signed and acknowl- Alexander Dunbar 
edged in presence of: John M. McConnell 
Wm. J. Mayo, C.F.C.C. David Hamilton 


Thomas Hamilton 
Stephen Hamilton 


Floyd County Court Clerk's Office 16th March, 1816. 


|, William James Mayo, Clerk of the Court for the County aforesaid do hereby 
certify that the within article of agreement was this day acknowledged before me 
by the subscribing parties thereto to be their act and deed respectively and that 
the same is duly recorded in my office according to law. 


Teste: 
Wm. J. Mayo, C.F.C.C.” 

In her email dated July 14, 1997, Nancy Wright Bays stated that Stephen | 
Hamilton was a son of Elizabeth (Wright) Hamilton and Thomas Hamilton. 

In his letter dated July 17, 2003, Larry Wood enclosed family group sheets which 
stated that Stephen Hamilton was a son of Elizabeth (Wright) Hamilton and Thomas 
Hamilton, was born in about 1787 at Sullivan County, Tennessee, married Cynthia 
Stratton on February 23, 1822, at Floyd County, Kentucky, and died before 1850 at 
Floyd County, Kentucky, and that Stephen Hamilton and Cynthia (Stratton) Hamilton 
had the following children: 

1) Millie Ann Hamilton, born in about 1825, 

2) Alexander Hamilton, born in about 1829, 

3) Thomas Hamilton, born in about 1831, 

4) Henry Hamilton, born in about 1833, 

3) Tandy Hamilton, born in about 1836, 


6) Solomon Hamilton, born in about 1838, and 
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1) Stephen Hamilton, born in about 1841. 
I. Millie Ann Hamilton 
Millie Ann Hamilton was a daughter of Stephen 
Hamilton and Cynthia (Stratton) Hamilton. (1779 John’, David?, Elizabeth*®, Stephen‘) 

In his letter dated July 17, 2003, Larry Wood enclosed family group sheets which 
stated that Millie Ann Hamilton was a daughter of Stephen Hamilton and Cynthia 
(Stratton) Hamilton and was born in about 1825. 

ii. Alexander Hamilton 
Alexander Hamilton was a son of Stephen Hamilton 
and Cynthia (Stratton) Hamilton. (1779 John’, David’, Elizabeth®, Stephen‘) 

In his letter dated July 17, 2003, Larry Wood enclosed family group sheets which 
stated that Alexander Hamilton was a son of Stephen Hamilton and Cynthia (Stratton) 
Hamilton and was born in about 1829. 

lil. Thomas Hamilton 
Thomas Hamilton was a son of Stephen Hamilton 
and Cynthia (Stratton) Hamilton. (1779 John’, David?, Elizabeth*, Stephen‘) 

In his letter dated July 17, 2003, Larry Wood enclosed family group sheets which 
stated that Thomas Hamilton was a son of Stephen Hamilton and Cynthia (Stratton) 
Hamilton and was born in about 18371. 

iv. Henry Hamilton 
Henry Hamilton was a son of Stephen Hamilton and 
Cynthia (Stratton) Hamilton. (1779 John’, David’, Elizabeth*®, Stephen‘) 

In his letter dated July 17, 2003, Larry Wood enclosed family group sheets which 
stated that Henry Hamilton was a son of Stephen Hamilton and Cynthia (Stratton) 
Hamilton and was born in about 1833. 

V. Tandy Hamilton 
Tandy Hamilton was a son of Stephen Hamilton and 
Cynthia (Stratton) Hamilton. (1779 John’, David’, Elizabeth*®, Stephen‘) 
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In his letter dated July 17, 2003, Larry Wood enclosed family group sheets which 
stated that Tandy Hamilton was a son of Stephen Hamilton and Cynthia (Stratton) 
Hamilton and was born in about 1836. 


Vi. solomon Hamilton, His Wife Adeline (Hawthorn) 


Hamilton, And His Descendants 





Solomon Hamilton was a son of Stephen Hamilton 
and Cynthia (Stratton) Hamilton. (1779 John’, David?, Elizabeth*®, Stephen‘) 

In his letter dated July 17, 2003, Larry Wood enclosed family group sheets which 
stated that Solomon Hamilton was a son of Stephen Hamilton and Cynthia (Stratton) 
Hamilton, was born in about 1836, married Adeline Hawthorn in about 1860 probably at 
Pulaski County, Virginia, and that Solomon Hamilton and Adeline (Hawthorn) Hamilton 
had the following children: 

1) Thaddeus Silas Hamilton, born in about 1866, 

2) Thomas H. Hamilton, born in about 1868, 

3) Cleveland Hamilton, born in about 1870, 

4) Amanda Hamilton, born in about 1873, 

5) Edgar Hamilton, born in about 1875, and 

6) Ernest Hamilton, born on August 23, 1879. 

vil. Stephen Hamilton 
Stephen Hamilton was a son of Stephen Hamilton 
and Cynthia (Stratton) Hamilton. (1779 John’, David’, Elizabeth*, Stephen‘) 

In his letter dated July 17, 2003, Larry Wood enclosed family group sheets which 
stated that Stephen Hamilton was a son of Stephen Hamilton and Cynthia (Stratton) 
Hamilton and was born in about 1841. 

b. Thomas Hamilton And His Wife Sally (Foster) Hamilton 
Thomas Hamilton was a son of Elizabeth (Wright) Hamilton 
and Thomas Hamilton. (1779 John’, David’, Elizabeth’) 

On March 2, 1816, at Floyd County, Virginia, D.B. A/381 Alexander Dunbar and 
John McConnell of the first part and David Hamilton, Thomas Hamilton and Stephen 


Hamilton of the second part, all of Floyd County, Kentucky, entered into an agreement 
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that the first parties would try to collect from the estate of David Wright, late of the state 
of Tennessee, deceased, as much of the estate as the second parties were entitled to 
as heirs of David Wright: 


"This Article of agreement made and entered into this second day of March, A.D. 
1816, between Alexander Dunbar and John M. McConnell of the County of Floyd 
and State of Kentucky, of the first part and David Hamilton, Thomas Hamilton 
and Stephen Hamilton of the County and State aforesaid of the second part, 


Witnesseth: That the said parties of the first part doth hereby bind themselves to 
use every reasonable and laudable measure in their power to settle and collect 
all or so much of the estate of David Wright late of the State of Tennessee decd., 
as the said parties of the second part may be entitled to as heirs at law of of the 
aforesaid David Wright, decd. for which the purpose said parties of the second 
part have this day executed thir lawful power of Attorney giving them the said 
parties of the first part full power to collect the same which will be better 
understood reference thereunto being had the said parties of the first part are to 
attend the collection and settling of the said estate as well as traveling to and 
from their place of residence to the said State of Tennessee at their own proper 
costs and charges and also to prosecute all suits relative to the same at their 
own proper expence, but the said parties of the first part are no bound to 
commence or prosecute after it is commenced any suit or suits in law or equity 
for the recovery aforesaid, estate, or any part thereof other than such as to them 
or either of them from the circumstances attending the same promise success in 
the result and the whole business of commencing or prosecuting suits shall be at 
the election of the said parties of the first part or either of them upon advising 
themselves of the promises and may compromise the same at pleasure for and 
in consideration of the above obligation we the said parties of the second part do 
bind ourselves our heirs &c firmly by these presents to allow the said parties of 
the first part to retain as a compensation for their services, and a renumeration 
for their costs and expenditures in their behalf expended one half of all monies or 
property whether personal or real which may arise accrue, proceed from or be 
recovered whether by suit, compromise, or otherwise out of said estate or any 
part thereof and should they not retain the same but should such estate or any 
part thereof come by any means fall into our hands over and above the one half 
which we reserve to ourselves we hereby bind ourselves our heirs executors and 
admin. firmly by these presents to pay over to the said parties of the first part all 
such sums of money or other property whether personal or real or to their agents 
legally demanding the same. In witness whereof the said parties to these 
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presents do hereunto set our hands and affix our seals this day and year first 
above written. 


Sealed, signed and acknowl- Alexander Dunbar 
edged in presence of: John M. McConnell 
Wm. J. Mayo, C.F.C.C. David Hamilton 


Thomas Hamilton 
Stephen Hamilton 


Floyd County Court Clerk's Office 16th March, 1816. 


|, William James Mayo, Clerk of the Court for the County aforesaid do hereby 
certify that the within article of agreement was this day acknowledged before me 
by the subscribing parties thereto to be their act and deed respectively and that 
the same is duly recorded in my office according to law. 


Teste: 
Wm. J. Mayo, C.F.C.C.” 

In her email dated July 14, 1997, Nancy Wright Bays stated that Thomas 
Hamilton was a son of Elizabeth (Wright) Hamilton and Thomas Hamilton and married 
Sally Foster. 

In his letter dated July 17, 2003, Larry Wood enclosed family group sheets which 
stated that Thomas Hamilton was a son of Elizabeth (Wright) Hamilton and Thomas 
Hamilton and was born in about 1789. 

C. David Hamilton, His Wife Sarah (Fitzpatrick) Hamilton, And 
His Descendants 
David Hamilton was a son of Elizabeth (Wright) Hamilton 
and Thomas Hamilton. (1779 John’, David?, Elizabeth’) 

On March 2, 1816, at Floyd County, Virginia, D.B. A/381 Alexander Dunbar and 
John McConnell of the first part and David Hamilton, Thomas Hamilton and Stephen 
Hamilton of the second part, all of Floyd County, Kentucky, entered into an agreement 
that the first parties would try to collect from the estate of David Wright, late of the state 
of Tennessee, deceased, as much of the estate as the second parties were entitled to 
as heirs of the aforesaid David Wright. 


"This Article of agreement made and entered into this second day of March, A.D. 
1816, between Alexander Dunbar and John M. McConnell of the County of Floyd 
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and State of Kentucky, of the first part and David Hamilton, Thomas Hamilton 
and Stephen Hamilton of the County and State aforesaid of the second part, 


Witnesseth: That the said parties of the first part doth hereby bind themselves to 
use every reasonable and laudable measure in their power to settle and collect 
all or so much of the estate of David Wright late of the State of Tennessee decd., 
as the said parties of the second part may be entitled to as heirs at law of of the 
aforesaid David Wright, decd. for which the purpose said parties of the second 
part have this day executed thir lawful power of Attorney giving them the said 
parties of the first part full power to collect the same which will be better 
understood reference thereunto being had the said parties of the first part are to 
attend the collection and settling of the said estate as well as traveling to and 
from their place of residence to the said State of Tennessee at their own proper 
costs and charges and also to prosecute all suits relative to the same at their 
own proper expence, but the said parties of the first part are no bound to 
commence or prosecute after it is commenced any suit or suits in law or equity 
for the recovery aforesaid, estate, or any part thereof other than such as to them 
or either of them from the circumstances attending the same promise success in 
the result and the whole business of commencing or prosecuting suits shall be at 
the election of the said parties of the first part or either of them upon advising 
themselves of the promises and may compromise the same at pleasure for and 
in consideration of the above obligation we the said parties of the second part do 
bind ourselves our heirs &c firmly by these presents to allow the said parties of 
the first part to retain as a compensation for their services, and a renumeration 
for their costs and expenditures in their behalf expended one half of all monies or 
property whether personal or real which may arise accrue, proceed from or be 
recovered whether by suit, compromise, or otherwise out of said estate or any 
part thereof and should they not retain the same but should such estate or any 
part thereof come by any means fall into our hands over and above the one half 
which we reserve to ourselves we hereby bind ourselves our heirs executors and 
admin. firmly by these presents to pay over to the said parties of the first part all 
such sums of money or other property whether personal or real or to their agents 
legally demanding the same. In witness whereof the said parties to these 
presents do hereunto set our hands and affix our seals this day and year first 
above written. 7 


sealed, signed and acknowl- Alexander Dunbar 
edged in presence of: John M. McConnell 
Wm. J. Mayo, C.F.C.C. David Hamilton 


Thomas Hamilton 
Stephen Hamilton 
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Floyd County Court Clerk's Office 16th March, 1816. 


|, William James Mayo, Clerk of the Court for the County aforesaid do hereby 
certify that the within article of agreement was this day acknowledged before me 
by the subscribing parties thereto to be their act and deed respectively and that 
the same is duly recorded in my office according to law. 


Teste: 
Wm. J. Mayo, C.F.C.C.” 


In her email dated July 14, 1997, Nancy Wright Bays stated that David Hamilton 


was a son of Elizabeth (Wright) Hamilton and Thomas Hamilton, was born in 1793, 


married Sarah Fitzpatrick, and died on September 21, 1875. 


In her letter dated July 19, 2001, Eleanor Patrick enclosed family group sheets 


which stated that David Hamilton was a son of Elizabeth (Wright) Hamilton and Thomas 


Hamilton, was born in 1793, married Sally Fitzpatrick, and died in 1875, that Sally 
(Fitzpatrick) Hamilton was born in 1800 and died in 1883, and that David Hamilton and 


Sally (Fitzpatrick) Hamilton had the following children: 


1) 
2) 
3) 
Kentucky, 
4) 
9) 
6) 
‘) 
8) 
9) 
10) 
11) 
12) 


Virginia (Hamilton) Jones, born in about 1820, 
David Hamilton, Jr., born in about 1827, 
Amanda (Hamilton) (Leath) Helton, born in 1828 at Floyd County, 


lra Hamilton, born in 1830, 

America (Hamilton) Whitaker, born in 1832, 
Mary Hamilton, born in 1836, 

William Hamilton, born in 1837, 

Mary Hamilton, born in 1838, 

Susanna Hamilton, born in 1840, 

Rhoda (Hamilton) Dyer, born in 1840, 
Peggy (Hamilton) Bradley, born in 1842, and 
William Hamilton, born in 1843. 


In his letter dated July 17, 2003, Larry Wood enclosed family group sheets which 


stated that David Hamilton was a son of Elizabeth (Wright) Hamilton and Thomas 


Hamilton and was born in about 1785. 
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| I. Virginia (Hamilton) Jones, Her Husband John Jones, 


And Her Descendants 
Virginia (Hamilton) Jones was a daughter of David 
Hamilton and Sarah (Fitzpatrick) Hamilton. (1779 John’, David?, Elizabeth*, David‘) 
In her letter dated July 19, 2001, Eleanor Patrick enclosed family group sheets 
which stated that Virginia Hamilton was a daughter of David Hamilton and Sally 
(Fitzpatrick) Hamilton, was born in about 1820, married John Jones, and died in 1877, 
that John Jones was born in 1802, and that Virginia (Hamilton) Jones and John Jones 
had the following children: 
1) Minerva Jones, 
2) Harry Jones, 
3) John Jones, born in 1835, 
4) Amanda Jones, born in 1840, 
5) Louisa Jones, born in 1842, 
6) Achsah Jones, born in 1845, 
7) Elizabeth Jones, born in 1847, 
8) Wilkerson Jones, born in 1852, and 
9) William Jones, born in 1867. 
il. David Hamilton, Jr., His Wife Nancy (Grubb) 


Hamilton, And His Descendants 





David Hamilton, Jr., was a son of David Hamilton and 
Sarah (Fitzpatrick) Hamilton. (1779 John’, David?, Elizabeth*, David‘) 

In her letter dated July 19, 2001, Eleanor Patrick enclosed family group sheets 
which stated that David Hamilton, Jr., was a son of David Hamilton and Sally 
(Fitzpatrick) Hamilton, was born in about 1827, married Nancy Grubb, and died in about 
1867, that Nancy (Grubb) Hamilton was born in about 1830, and that David Hamilton, 
Jr., and Nancy (Grubb) Hamilton had the following children: 

1) James Hamilton, born in 1845, 

2) stephen Hamilton, born in 1856, 

3) Thomas Hamilton, born in 1859, and 
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4) Susanna Hamilton, born in 1859. 
lil. Amanda (Hamilton) (Leath) Helton, Her Husbands 
David P. Leath And Andrew J. Helton, And Her 


Descendants 





Amanda (Hamilton) (Leath) Helton was a daughter of 
David Hamilton and Sarah (Fitzpatrick) Hamilton. (1779 John’, David’, Elizabeth’, 
David‘) 

In her letter dated July 19, 2001, Eleanor Patrick enclosed family group sheets 
which stated that Amanda Hamilton was a daughter of David Hamilton and Sally 
(Fitzpatrick) Hamilton, was born in 1828 at Floyd County, Kentucky, married first 
David P. Leath, and married second Andrew J. Helton, that David P. Leath was born 
between 1820 and 1825 at Prince George County, Virginia, that Andrew J. Helton was 
born in 1816 and died in about 1880, and that Amanda (Hamilton) Leath and David P. 
Leath had the following child: 

1) Mary Beth (Leath) Risner, born in 1848 at Floyd County, Kentucky. 

Iv. lra Hamilton, His Wife Sarah J. ( ) Hamilton, And 
His Descendants 
lra Hamilton was a son of David Hamilton and Sarah 
(Fitzpatrick) Hamilton. (1779 John’, David’, Elizabeth*, David‘) 

In her letter dated July 19, 2001, Eleanor Patrick enclosed family group sheets 
which stated that Ira Hamilton was a son of David Hamilton and Sally (Fitzpatrick) 
Hamilton, was born in 1830 and married Sarah J.__—__ and that lra Hamilton and 
sarah J. (___) Hamilton had the following children: 

1) Thomas Hamilton, born in 1857, and 

2) Hugh Hamilton, born in 1862. 

| V. America (Hamilton) Whitaker, Her Husband Wiley D. 
Whitaker, And Her Descendants 
America (Hamilton) Whitaker was a daughter of David 
Hamilton and Sarah (Fitzpatrick) Hamilton. (1779 John’, David’, Elizabeth*, David‘) 
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In her letter dated July 19, 2001, Eleanor Patrick enclosed family group sheets 
which stated that America Hamilton was a daughter of David Hamilton and Sally 
(Fitzpatrick) Hamilton, was born in 1832, and married Wiley D. Whitaker, that Wiley D. 
Whitaker was born in 1822, and that America (Hamilton) Whitaker and Wiley D. 
Whitaker had the following children: 

1) Johnson Whitaker, born in 1849, 

2) Rhoda Whitaker, born in 1852, 

3) Sarah Whitaker, born in 1855, 

4) Benjamin Whitaker, born in 1856, 

5) David Whitaker, born in 1858, 

6) Silleton Whitaker, born in 1862, 

7) Mary Whitaker, born in 1864, and 

8) Alex Whitaker, born in 1867. 

Vi. Mary Hamilton 
Mary Hamilton was a daughter of David Hamilton and 
Sarah (Fitzpatrick) Hamilton. (1779 John’, David?, Elizabeth®, David‘) 

In her letter dated July 19, 2001, Eleanor Patrick enclosed family group sheets 
which stated that Mary Hamilton was a daughter of David Hamilton and Sally 
(Fitzpatrick) Hamilton and was born in 1836. 


Vil. William Hamilton, His Wives Hannah (Baldridge) 
Hamilton And Louise (Galloway) Hamilton, And His 


Descendants 
William Hamilton was a son of David Hamilton and 
Sarah (Fitzpatrick) Hamilton. (1779 John’, David’, Elizabeth*, David‘) 

In her letter dated July 19, 2001, Eleanor Patrick enclosed family group sheets 
which stated that William Hamilton was a son of David Hamilton and Sally (Fitzpatrick) 
Hamilton, was born in 1837, married first Hannah Baldridge, married second Louise 
Galloway, that Hannah (Baldridge) Hamilton was born in 1834, that Louise (Galloway) 
Hamilton was born in 1844 and died in 1886, that William Hamilton and Hannah 


(Baldridge) Hamilton had the following children: 
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1) lra Hamilton, born in 1857, 

2) John Hamilton, born in 1858, 

3) Mary (Hamilton) Craig, born in 1862, and 

4) America (Hamilton) Brewster, born in 1865, and 
that William Hamilton and Louise (Galloway) Hamilton had the following children: 

1) Ashford Hamilton, born in 1872, 

2) Motz Hamilton, born in 1875, 

3) Alice (Hamilton) (Swafford) (Snyder) Robinson, born in 1877, 

4) William Maurice Hamilton, born in 1879, and 

5) Garfield Hamilton, born in 1883. 

vill. Mary Hamilton #2 
Mary Hamilton #2 was a daughter of David Hamilton 
and Sarah (Fitzpatrick) Hamilton. (1779 John’, David?, Elizabeth*®, David‘) 

In her letter dated July 19, 2001, Eleanor Patrick enclosed family group sheets 
which stated that Mary Hamilton was a daughter of David Hamilton and Sally 
(Fitzpatrick) Hamilton and was born in 1838. 

IX. ousanna Hamilton 
Susanna Hamilton was a daughter of David Hamilton 
and Sarah (Fitzpatrick) Hamilton. (1779 John', David’, Elizabeth*®, David‘) 

In her letter dated July 19, 2001, Eleanor Patrick enclosed family group sheets 
which stated that Susanna Hamilton was a daughter of David Hamilton and Sally 
(Fitzpatrick) Hamilton and was born in 1840. 

x. Rhoda (Hamilton) Dyer, Her Husband William Dyer 


lll, And Her Descendants 





Rhoda (Hamilton) Dyer was a daughter of David 
Hamilton and Sarah (Fitzpatrick) Hamilton. (1779 John’, David’, Elizabeth*, David‘) 
In her letter dated July 19, 2001, Eleanor Patrick enclosed family group sheets 
which stated that Rhoda Hamilton was a daughter of David Hamilton and Sally 
(Fitzpatrick) Hamilton, was born in 1840, and married William Dyer III, that William Dyer 
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II] was born in 1836 and died in 1889, and that Rhoda (Hamilton) Dyer and William 
Dyer III had the following children: 

1) Alma Dyer, 

2) James Dyer, 

3) ____ Dyer, stillborn, 

4) Henry Dyer, born in 1853, 

5) Mariah Dyer, born in 1854, 

6) Amanda Dyer, born in 1856, 

7) sarah E. "Salley" (Dyer) Hall, born in 1857, 

8) American "Maxine" (Dyer) King, born in 1867, 

9) Fremont Dyer, born in 1858, 

10) Ida (Dyer) Bond, born in 1870, 

11) Colombia (Dyer) Liter, born in 1874, and 

12) Willa Rhoda (Dyer) Gray, born in 1875. 


XI. Peggy (Hamilton) Bradley, Her Husband John 
Bradley, Jr., And Her Descendants 
Peggy (Hamilton) Bradley was a daughter of David 
Hamilton and Sarah (Fitzpatrick) Hamilton. (1779 John’, David’, Elizabeth*, David‘) 

In her letter dated July 19, 2001, Eleanor Patrick enclosed family group sheets 
which stated that Peggy Hamilton was a daughter of David Hamilton and Sally 
(Fitzpatrick) Hamilton, was born in 1842, and married John Bradley, Jr., and that Peggy 
(Hamilton) Bradley and John Bradley, Jr., had the following child: 

1) Sarah "Sally" Bradley, born in 1864. 

xi. William Hamilton #2 
William Hamilton #2 was a son of David Hamilton and 
Sarah (Fitzpatrick) Hamilton. (1779 John’, David?, Elizabeth®, David‘) 

In her letter dated July 19, 2001, Eleanor Patrick enclosed family group sheets 

which stated that William Hamilton #2 was a son of David Hamilton and Sally 


(Fitzpatrick) Hamilton and was born in 1843. 
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4. Patsy (Wright) Craig, Her Husband Toliver Craig, And Her 
Descendants 


Patsy (Wright) Craig was a daughter of David Wright, Sr., and 
( ) Wright. (1779 John", David’) 


In Descendants of Jane Taliafero Craig by Henry LaVerd Craig, at page 30 is the 
following excerpt regarding Patsey (Wright) Craig: 


"Toliver Craig (son of Toliver Craig, Jr. and Elizabeth Johnson) was born in 
Orange County, Virginia, July 10, 1764. He died in Scott County, Kentucky, 
probably in 1825. Scott County records were destroyed by fire and no will of 
Toliver Craig has been found. He married Patsey Wright July 18, 1787, in what 
was then Fayette County, Virginia, but is now Kentucky. Early Fayette County 
records have also been destroyed by fire and the marriage date is from family 
records. Patsey Wright was born September 24, 1768, presumably in Virginia; 
she died March 22, 1823 in Scott County, Kentucky. The only information about 
her family is a brief item in the autobiography written by her husband: 


"My intended father-in-law, David Wright, intending to remove from 
Virginia to Kentucky, being destitute of any white family but the one 
daughter, and a son and wife who preferred staying in Virginia with his 
children, who all had families. Mr. Wright had a son who lived in Kentucky 
to whom he committed the charge of his black people and started them 
for Kentucky. 


The old gentleman stayed behind to settle some business. His son 
marched his negroes as far as the Holston, hired them out, or rented a 
plantation, left them, and went on home... Mr. Wright came on to the 
Holston and there stayed three or four years and died." 


Judging from the name "David Wright", Mr. Wright was probably of Welsh origin. 


Toliver Craig farmed in Kentucky in several localities, but most of the time in 
scott County, near Stamping Ground, as he and his wife were members of the 
Stamping Ground Church for many years. About 1800 he moved to southern 
Kentucky, near Scottsville in then Warren County, now Allen County, where he 
farmed for five years and then returned to Scott County. While in Warren 
County he and his wife joined the Baptist Church and were baptized by Joseph 
Logan. The records of the Bethlehem Church, first called "Upper Difficult" and 
located a few mile north of Scottsville, and other records of a Toliver Craig in that 
locality pertain to him. 


(My father told me that when he was a boy he hear his elders say that about 
1820 his great grandfather, the Toliver Craig of this sketch, went to Callaway 
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County, Missouri, and bought land for all of his children, but never moved there 
himself. About 1819 Callaway County was the focus of a land boom that brought 
in a large number of settlers. HLC.) 


The names of the children of Toliver Craig and Patsey Wright, as given below, 
are from family Bibles. Correspondence with widely separated families among 
their descendants has brought surprisingly similar information from all of them. 


Ae Elizabeth, born May 12, 1788. She was unmarried in 1823. 


2. Mary, born September 28, 1789; died September 10, 1815, married 
Taverner Branham. 


3. Larkin, born August 27, 1791. He married Frances Anna Ficklin in 
Callaway County, Missouri, June 7, 1831. She was a daughter of John Herndon 
Ficklin whose family came to Kentucky from Spotsylvania County, Virginia. 

John H. Ficklin served as a private in the War of 1812, was with Col. Richard M. 
Johnson in the invasion of Canada, and was in the Battle of the Thames. 


4. Pamelia, Born February 27, 1793; died November 26, 1822. She married 
Berrywick Johnston January 29, 1821, who died soon after their marriage. 


5: Catherine, born February 10, 1795. She married, 1st, Levi Craig, 
August 29, 1811. He drowned November 9, 1820 in the Kentucky River. 
Catherine later moved to Callaway County, Missouri, where she married, sec., 
Thomas Smith, January 29, 1828. 


6. Patsy Wright Craig, born January 4, 1797; died November 9, 1886. She 
married Gideon Games as his second wife in 1818 or 1820. Gideon Games was 
of Scottish descent, was born in Maryland, March 21, 1789; died in 1883. He 
served in the army in the War of 1812, was one of the eye-witnesses who saw 
Col. Richard M. Johnson kill Tecumseh in the Battle of the Thames. He settled 
in Callaway County, Missouri. 


ie Sarah, born November 9, 1798; died February 4, 1820. Married George 
Branham February 17, 1814. 


8. Nathaniel T., born March 16, 1801; died September 7, 1856. He married 
Esther Louisa McKinney November 9, 1826. She was born September 8, 1806; 
died April 24, 1873. Nathaniel T. Craig was a farmer and stockman of Callaway 
County, Missouri. (Mrs. Grace West Baynham, and descendent of Nathaniel T. 
Craig, is preparing a book for publication that will give a more detailed account of 
the persons named in this sketch. Mrs. Baynham has generously given me 
information from her records that has been invaluable. HLC.) 
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9. Margaret, born February 27, 1803. No other information is available 
except the statement that she married her cousin, Samuel Craig. It is probable, 
but by no means certain, that she is the Margaret Craig who married Samuel 
Todd Craig. The doubt about correct identification arises from the fact that each 
of these two is assigned to several different parents in various family records that 
have come to hand. The old Bible mentioned earlier as belonging to Eliza Craig 
McCampbell establishes the identity of Samuel Todd Craig but not of Margaret. 
As a further complication, some private records list Berrywick Craig, who married 
Nannie Thornton, and Charles, who married Barbara Wilson, as children of 
Toliver and Patsey Wright Craig. The Eliza Craig McCampbell Bible record 
shows that these two were children of Samuel Todd and Margaret Craig, and this 
is confirmed in a letter written by Margaret in 1828. 


The original of Margaret's letter is now owned by Allie Craig Robb, of Columbia, 
Missouri. It was written in ink, in a neat, clear script, on one side of the sheet of 
paper. The sheet was then folded to form an envelope and sealed with wax. 
The envelope was addressed to Mrs. Patsy W. Games, Callaway County, Mo." 
It bore no stamp nor postal mark. A careful copy of the letter, made by me 
June 26, 1952, follows: 


1st Oct. 1828 
Dear Patsy 


It is nine oclock and | am as sleepy headed as ever but | must write now or | 
shall not get to send you this line. | was yesterday at meeting at a stand (one 
word here in fold of paper was illegible) that is at Mr. B. factory. Mr Black 
preached Cousin Sally J was there she told me she had received your letter but 
she had not it with her Aunt Polly C and cousin Betsy H were there they told me 
their families were well We are all well and do not suffer for something to do nor 
want for anything to eat either you will know how that is when | tell you that | 
weigh 141 our children are fine and fat and pretty and smart Ellen is beginning 
to spell in two letters and Berrywick talks a great deal about catching horses & 
digging with a hoe Patsy | could write a good deal if | had time Eliz. has not 
been to see us since dada was here Kitty B has joined the Presbiterians write to 
me and excuse me now for | am so lazy | want to see you a talk a great deal to 
you | would write to dada but | expect he will be here before this gets there 
Mother says give her love to you all my love to all your children big and little tell 
Mr Games | suppose he will be quite grand when he gets in to the fine brick 
house O Patsy this is all nonsense | will try to do better next time farewell 


Affectionately 
Margaret Craig 
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The letter appears to be an idle note to her sister, Patsy, which would identify her 
as the daughter of Toliver Craig and Patsy Wright, but if her mention of "Mother" 
and "dada" refers to her own parents then either she was not the daughter of 
Toliver and Patsy Craig, or they were both still living and the dates that are given 
for their deaths are wrong. Mention of her children, Ellen and Berrywick, 
confirms the Bible record and identifies her as the wife of Samuel Todd Craig. 


10. Frances Cleveland Craig, born March 8, 1805; died October 11, 1848. 
She married Henry Cave. See chapter on this couple in following pages. 


11. Carter T. Crag, born January 6, 1807, died in 1880. Married Mary Sawyer 
Games, October 13, 1836. 


12. John Toliver Craig, born May 7, 1809; died March 3, 1885. Married Adelia 
Barger. This couple and their descendants are the main subjects of this volume. 


kKkRKeR KR EN 


From the evidence set forth above, the children of Patsy (Wright) Craig and 
Tolliver Craig III were the following: 

1) Elizabeth Craig, born on May 12, 1788, 

2) Mary (Craig) Branham, born on September 28, 1789, 

3) Larkin Craig, born on August 27, 1791, 

4) Pamelia (Craig) Johnson, born on February 27, 1793, 

3) Catherine (Craig) (Craig) Smith, born on February 10, 1795, 

6) Patsy Wright (Craig) Games, born on January 4, 1797, 

7) sarah (Craig) Branham, born on November 9, 1798, 

8) Nathaniel T. Craig, born on March 16, 1801, 

9) Margaret (Craig) Craig, born on February 27, 1803, 

10) Frances Cleveland (Craig) Cave, born on March 8, 1805, 

11) Carter T. Craig, born on January 6, 1807, and 

12) John Toliver Craig, born on May 7, 1809. 

a. Elizabeth Craig 
Elizabeth Craig was a daughter of Patsy (Wright) Craig and 

Tolliver Craig Ill. (1779 John', David*, Patsy”) 
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Descendants of Jane Taliafero Craig by Henry LaVerd Craig identified Elizabeth 
Craig as a daughter of Patsy (Wright) Craig and Tolliver Craig III: 


".... The names of the children of Toliver Craig and Patsey Wright, as given 
below, are from family Bibles. Correspondence with widely separated families 
among their descendants has brought surprisingly similar information from all of 
them. 


1. Elizabeth, born May 12, 1788. She was unmarried in 1823... ." 


b. Mary (Craig) Branham And Her Husband Taverner Branham 
Mary (Craig) Branham was a daughter of Patsy (Wright) 
Craig and Tolliver Craig Ill. (1779 John', David?, Patsy’) 
Descendants of Jane Taliafero Craig by Henry LaVerd Craig identified Mary 
(Craig) Branham as a daughter of Patsy (Wright) Craig and Tolliver Craig III: 


".... The names of the children of Toliver Craig and Patsey Wright, as given 
below, are from family Bibles. Correspondence with widely separated families 
among their descendants has brought surprisingly similar information from all of 
them. 


2. Mary, born September 28, 1789; died September 10, 1815, married 
Taverner Branham... ." 


C. Larkin Craig And His Wife Frances Anna (Ficklin) Craig 
Larkin Craig was a son of Patsy (Wright) Craig and Tolliver 
Craig Ill. (1779 John’, David’, Patsy”) 
Descendants of Jane Taliafero Craig by Henry LaVerd Craig identified Larkin 
Craig as a son of Patsy (Wright) Craig and Tolliver Craig III: 


",... The names of the children of Toliver Craig and Patsey Wright, as given 
below, are from family Bibles. Correspondence with widely separated families 
among their descendants has brought surprisingly similar information from all of 
them. 


3. Larkin, born August 27, 1/91. He married Frances Anna Ficklin in 
Callaway County, Missouri, June 7, 1831. She was a daughter of John Herndon 
Ficklin whose family came to Kentucky from Spotsylvania County, Virginia. 

John H. Ficklin served as a private in the War of 1812, was with Col. Richard M. 
Johnson in the invasion of Canada, and was in the Battle of the Thames... .” 
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d. Pamelia (Craig) Johnston And Her Husband Berrywick 
Johnston 


Pamelia (Craig) Johnston was a daughter of Patsy (Wright) 
Craig and Tolliver Craig III. (1779 John', David?, Patsy*) 


Descendants of Jane Taliafero Craig by Henry LaVerd Craig identified Larkin 
Craig as a son of Patsy (Wright) Craig and Tolliver Craig III: 


",... The names of the children of Toliver Craig and Patsey Wright, as given 
below, are from family Bibles. Correspondence with widely separated families 


among their descendants has brought surprisingly similar information from all of 
them. 


4. Pamelia, Born February 27, 1793; died November 26, 1822. She married 
Berrywick Johnston January 29, 1821, who died soon after their marriage. .. ." 


e. Catherine (Craig) (Craig) Smith And Her Husbands Levi 
Craig And Thomas Smith 
Catherine (Craig) (Craig) Smith was a daughter of Patsy 
(Wright) Craig and Tolliver Craig Ill. (1779 John', David?, Patsy’) 
Descendants of Jane Taliafero Craig by Henry LaVerd Craig identified Larkin 
Craig as a son of Patsy (Wright) Craig and Tolliver Craig III: 


",... Phe names of the children of Toliver Craig and Patsey Wright, as given 
below, are from family Bibles. Correspondence with widely separated families 


among their descendants has brought surprisingly similar information from all of 
them. 


5. Catherine, born February 10, 1795. She married, 1st, Levi Craig, 
August 29, 1811. He drowned November 9, 1820 in the Kentucky River. 


Catherine later moved to Callaway County, Missouri, where she married, sec., 
Thomas Smith, January 29, 1828... ." 


f. Patsy Wright (Craig) Games And Her Husband Gideon 
Games 


Patsy Wright (Craig) Games was a daughter of Patsy 
(Wright) Craig and Tolliver Craig III. (1779 John', David’, Patsy°) 
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Descendants of Jane Taliafero Craig by Henry LaVerd Craig identified Larkin 
Craig as a son of Patsy (Wright) Craig and Tolliver Craig III: 


",... Phe names of the children of Toliver Craig and Patsey Wright, as given 
below, are from family Bibles. Correspondence with widely separated families 
among their descendants has brought surprisingly similar information from all of 
them. 


6. Patsy Wright Craig, born January 4, 1797; died November 9, 1886. She 
married Gideon Games as his second wife in 1818 or 1820. Gideon Games was 
of Scottish descent, was born in Maryland, March 21, 1789; died in 1883. He 
served in the army in the War of 1812, was one of the eye-witnesses who saw 
Col. Richard M. Johnson kill Tecumseh in the Battle of the Thames. He settled 
in Callaway County, Missouri... ." 


g. Sarah (Craig) Branham And Her Husband George Branham 
Sarah (Craig) Branham was a daughter of Patsy (Wright) 
Craig and Tolliver Craig Ill. (1779 John’, David?, Patsy’) 
Descendants of Jane Taliafero Craig by Henry LaVerd Craig identified Larkin 
Craig as a son of Patsy (Wright) Craig and Tolliver Craig III: 


",... The names of the children of Toliver Craig and Patsey Wright, as given 
below, are from family Bibles. Correspondence with widely separated families 
among their descendants has brought surprisingly similar information from all of 
them. 


f. sarah, born November 9, 1798; died February 4, 1820. Married George 
Branham February 17, 1814... ." 


h. Nathaniel T. Craig And His Wife Esther Louisa (McKinney) 


Craig 
Nathaniel T. Craig was a son of Patsy (Wright) Craig and 


Tolliver Craig lll. (1779 John’, David’, Patsy’) 
Descendants of Jane Taliafero Craig by Henry LaVerd Craig identified Larkin 
Craig as a son of Patsy (Wright) Craig and Tolliver Craig III: 


",... The names of the children of Toliver Craig and Patsey Wright, as given 
below, are from family Bibles. Correspondence with widely separated families 
among their descendants has brought surprisingly similar information from all of 
them. 
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8. Nathaniel T., born March 16, 1801; died September 7, 1856. He married 
Esther Louisa McKinney November 9, 1826. She was born September 8, 1806; 
died April 24, 1873. Nathaniel T. Craig was a farmer and stockman of Callaway 
County, Missouri. (Mrs. Grace West Baynham, and descendent of Nathaniel T. 
Craig, is preparing a book for publication that will give a more detailed account of 
the persons named in this sketch. Mrs. Baynham has generously given me 
information from her records that has been invaluable. HLC.)...." 


L. Margaret (Craig) Craig, Her Husband Samuel Todd Crai 
And Her Descendants 


Margaret (Craig) Craig was a daughter of Patsy (Wright) 
Craig and Tolliver Craig Ill. (1779 John', David’, Patsy’) 


Descendants of Jane Taliafero Craig by Henry LaVerd Craig identified Larkin 
Craig as a son of Patsy (Wright) Craig and Tolliver Craig III: 


".... The names of the children of Toliver Craig and Patsey Wright, as given 
below, are from family Bibles. Correspondence with widely separated families 
among their descendants has brought surprisingly similar information from all of 
them. 


9. Margaret, born February 27, 1803. No other information is available 
except the statement that she married her cousin, SAMUEL CRAIG. It is 
probable, but by no means certain, that she is the Margaret Craig who married 
Samuel Todd Craig. The doubt about correct identification arises from the fact 
that each of these two is assigned to several different parents in various family 
records that have come to hand. The old Bible mentioned earlier as belonging to 
Eliza Craig McCampbell establishes the identity of Samuel Todd Craig but not of 
Margaret. As a further complication, some private records list Berrywick Craig, 
who married Nannie Thornton, and Charles, who married Barbara Wilson, as 
children of Toliver and Patsey Wright Craig. The Eliza Craig McCampbell Bible 
record shows that these two were children of Samuel Todd and Margaret Craig, 
and this is confirmed in a letter written by Margaret in 1828... ." 


From the evidence set forth above, the children of Margaret (Craig) Craig and 
Samuel Todd Craig were the following: 

1) Berrywick Craig, born before October 1, 1828, 

2) Charles Craig, and 

3) Ellen Craig, born before October 1, 1828. 
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L. Berrywick Craig And His Wife Nannie (Thornton) 
Craig 
Berrywick Craig was a son of Margaret (Craig) Craig 
and Samuel Todd Craig. (1779 John’, David’, Patsy’, Margaret’) 
Descendants of Jane [aliafero Craig by Henry LaVerd Craig identified Berrywick 
Craig as a son of Margaret (Craig) Craig and Samuel Todd Craig: 


"....As a further complication, some private records list Berrywick Craig, who 
married Nannie Thornton, and Charles, who married Barbara Wilson, as children 
of Toliver and Patsey Wright Craig. The Eliza Craig McCampbell Bible record 
shows that these two were children of Samuel Todd and Margaret Craig, and this 
is confirmed in a letter written by Margaret in 1828. 


The original of Margaret's letter is now owned by Allie Craig Robb, of Columbia, 
Missouri. It was written in ink, in a neat, clear script, on one side of the sheet of 
paper. The sheet was then folded to form an envelope and sealed with wax. 
The envelope was addressed to Mrs. Patsy W. Games, Callaway County, Mo." 
It bore no stamp nor postal mark. A careful copy of the letter, made by me 
June 26, 1952, follows: 


1st Oct. 1828 
Dear Patsy 


It is nine oclock and | am as sleepy headed as ever but | must write now or | 
shall not get to send you this line. | was yesterday at meeting at a stand (one 
word here in fold of paper was illegible) that is at Mr. B. factory. Mr Black 
preached Cousin Sally J was there she told me she had received your letter but 
she had not it with her Aunt Polly C and cousin Betsy H were there they told me 
their families were well We are all well and do not suffer for something to do nor 
want for anything to eat either you will Know how that is when | tell you that | 
weigh 141 our children are fine and fat and pretty and smart Ellen is beginning 
to spell in two letters and Berrywick talks a great deal about catching horses & 
digging with a hoe Patsy | could write a good deal if | had time Eliz. has not 
been to see us since dada was here Kitty B has joined the Presbiterians write to 
me and excuse me now for! am so lazy | want to see you a talk a great deal to 
you | would write to dada but | expect he will be here before this gets there 
Mother says give her love to you all my love to all your children big and little tell 
Mr Games | suppose he will be quite grand when he gets in to the fine brick 
house O Patsy this is all nonsense | will try to do better next time farewell 


Affectionately 
Margaret Craig 
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The letter appears to be an idle note to her sister, Patsy, which would identify her 
as the daughter of Toliver Craig and Patsy Wright, but if her mention of "Mother" 
and "dada" refers to her own parents then either she was not the daughter of 
Toliver and Patsy Craig, or they were both still living and the dates that are given 
for their deaths are wrong. Mention of her children, Ellen and Berrywick, 
confirms the Bible record and identifies her as the wife of Samuel Todd Craig 


il. Charles Craig And His Wife Barbara (Wilson) Craig 


Charles Craig was a son of Margaret (Craig) Craig 
and Samuel Todd Craig. (1779 John’, David?, Patsy*, Margaret’) 
Descendants of Jane Taliafero Craig by Henry LaVerd Craig identified Berrywick 
Craig as a son of Margaret (Craig) Craig and Samuel Todd Craig: 


",...As a further complication, some private records list Berrywick Craig, who 
married Nannie Thornton, and Charles, who married Barbara Wilson, as children 
of Toliver and Patsey Wright Craig. The Eliza Craig McCampbell Bible record 
shows that these two were children of Samuel Todd and Margaret Craig, and this 
is confirmed in a letter written by Margaret in 1828. 


The original of Margaret's letter is now owned by Allie Craig Robb, of Columbia, 
Missouri. It was written in ink, in a neat, clear script, on one side of the sheet of 
paper. The sheet was then folded to form an envelope and sealed with wax. 
The envelope was addressed to Mrs. Patsy W. Games, Callaway County, Mo." 
It bore no stamp nor postal mark. A careful copy of the letter, made by me 
June 26, 1952, follows: 


1st Oct. 1828 
Dear Patsy 


It is nine oclock and | am as sleepy headed as ever but | must write now or | 
shall not get to send you this line. | was yesterday at meeting at a stand (one 
word here in fold of paper was illegible) that is at Mr. B. factory. Mr Black 
preached Cousin Sally J was there she told me she had received your letter but 
she had not it with her Aunt Polly C and cousin Betsy H were there they told me 
their families were well We are all well and do not suffer for something to do nor 
want for anything to eat either you will know how that is when | tell you that | 
weigh 141 our children are fine and fat and pretty and smart Ellen is beginning 
to spell in two letters and Berrywick talks a great deal about catching horses & 
digging with a hoe Patsy | could write a good deal if | had time Eliz. has not 
been to see us since dada was here Kitty B has joined the Presbiterians write to 
me and excuse me now for | am so lazy | want to see you a talk a great deal to 
you | would write to dada but | expect he will be here before this gets there 
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Mother says give her love to you all my love to all your children big and little tell 
Mr Games | suppose he will be quite grand when he gets in to the fine brick 
house O Patsy this is all nonsense | will try to do better next time farewell 


Affectionately 
Margaret Craig 


The letter appears to be an idle note to her sister, Patsy, which would identify her 
as the daughter of Toliver Craig and Patsy Wright, but if her mention of "Mother" 
and "dada" refers to her own parents then either she was not the daughter of 
Toliver and Patsy Craig, or they were both still living and the dates that are given 
for their deaths are wrong. Mention of her children, Ellen and Berrywick, 
confirms the Bible record and identifies her as the wife of Samuel Todd Craig 


ili. Ellen Craig 
Ellen Craig was a daughter of Margaret (Craig) Craig 
and Samuel Todd Craig. (1779 John', David’, Patsy*, Margaret’) 
Descendants of Jane Taliafero Craig by Henry LaVerd Craig identified Berrywick 
Craig as a son of Margaret (Craig) Craig and Samuel Todd Craig: 


"....As a further complication, some private records list Berrywick Craig, who 
married Nannie Thornton, and Charles, who married Barbara Wilson, as children 
of Toliver and Patsey Wright Craig. The Eliza Craig McCampbell Bible record 
shows that these two were children of Samuel Todd and Margaret Craig, and this 
is confirmed in a letter written by Margaret in 1828. 


The original of Margaret's letter is now owned by Allie Craig Robb, of Columbia, 
Missouri. It was written in ink, in a neat, clear script, on one side of the sheet of 
paper. The sheet was then folded to form an envelope and sealed with wax. 
The envelope was addressed to Mrs. Patsy W. Games, Callaway County, Mo." 
It bore no stamp nor postal mark. A careful copy of the letter, made by me 
June 26, 1952, follows: 


1st Oct. 1828 
Dear Patsy 


It is nine oclock and | am as sleepy headed as ever but | must write now or | 
shall not get to send you this line. | was yesterday at meeting at a stand (one 
word here in fold of paper was illegible) that is at Mr. B. factory. Mr Black 
preached Cousin Sally J was there she told me she had received your letter but 
she had not it with her Aunt Polly C and cousin Betsy H were there they told me 
their families were well We are all well and do not suffer for something to do nor 
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want for anything to eat either you will Know how that is when | tell you that | 
weigh 141 our children are fine and fat and pretty and smart Ellen is beginning 
to spell in two letters and Berrywick talks a great deal about catching horses & 
digging with a hoe Patsy | could write a good deal if | had time Eliz. has not 
been to see us since dada was here Kitty B has joined the Presbiterians write to 
me and excuse me now for | am so lazy | want to see you a talk a great deal to 
you | would write to dada but | expect he will be here before this gets there 
Mother says give her love to you all my love to all your children big and little tell 
Mr Games | suppose he will be quite grand when he gets in to the fine brick 
house O Patsy this is all nonsense | will try to do better next time farewell 


Affectionately 
Margaret Craig 


The letter appears to be an idle note to her sister, Patsy, which would identify her 
as the daughter of Toliver Craig and Patsy Wright, but if her mention of "Mother" 
and "dada" refers to her own parents then either she was not the daughter of 
Toliver and Patsy Craig, or they were both still living and the dates that are given 
for their deaths are wrong. Mention of her children, Ellen and Berrywick, 
confirms the Bible record and identifies her as the wife of Samuel Todd Craig. . . 


j. Frances Cleveland (Craig) Cave And Her Husband Hen 
Cave 
Frances Cleveland (Craig) Cave was a daughter of Patsy 
(Wright) Craig and Tolliver Craig III. (1779 John’, David?, Patsy’) 
Descendants of Jane Taliafero Craig by Henry LaVerd Craig identified Larkin 
Craig as a son of Patsy (Wright) Craig and Tolliver Craig III: 


",... The names of the children of Toliver Craig and Patsey Wright, as given 
below, are from family Bibles. Correspondence with widely separated families 
among their descendants has brought surprisingly similar information from all of 
them. 


10. Frances Cleveland Craig, born March 8, 1805; died October 11, 1848. 
She married Henry Cave. See chapter on this couple in following pages. . . ." 


K. Carter T. Craig And His Wife Mary Sawyer (Games) Craig 
Carter T. Craig was a son of Patsy (Wright) Craig and 
Tolliver Craig Ill. (1779 John’, David’, Patsy’) 


0099C(061806) 594. 


Descendants of Jane Taliafero Craig by Henry LaVerd Craig identified Larkin 
Craig as a son of Patsy (Wright) Craig and Tolliver Craig III: 


",... The names of the children of Toliver Craig and Patsey Wright, as given 
below, are from family Bibles. Correspondence with widely separated families 
among their descendants has brought surprisingly similar information from all of 
them. 


11. Carter T. Crag, born January 6, 1807, died in 1880. Married Mary Sawyer 
Games, October 13, 1836... ." 


l. John Toliver Craig And His Wife Adelia (Barger) Craig 
John Toliver Craig was a son of Patsy (Wright) Craig and 
Tolliver Craig III. (1779 John', David’, Patsy’) 
Descendants of Jane Taliafero Craig by Henry LaVerd Craig identified Larkin 
Craig as a son of Patsy (Wright) Craig and Tolliver Craig III: 


",... The names of the children of Toliver Craig and Patsey Wright, as given 
below, are from family Bibles. Correspondence with widely separated families 
among their descendants has brought surprisingly similar information from all of 
them. | 


12. John Toliver Craig, born May 7, 1809; died March 3, 1885. Married Adelia 
Barger. This couple and their descendants are the main subjects of this 
volume... ." 


o. Robert Wright 
Robert Wright was a son of David Wright, Sr.,and_—((___s*+) 
Wright Or Nancy (Johns) (Turner) Wright. (1779 John’, David?) 

In her letter dated January 23, 1988, Mrs. Marie A. Edmunds included an article 
from The Piedmont Genealogical Society Bulletin regarding the papers of Major 
Maurice Kirby Gordon donated to the Hopkins County, Kentucky, Historical Society and 
which stated in part with regard to David Wright, Jr., that: 

"David Wright, our first sheriff (father of Elizabeth Janet, wife of John Gordon) 

did not hold office long, but soon removed to Vincennes 


Mrs. Georgia Morton Ramsey is a descendant of Robert Wright and a brother of 
David Wright. She says that they came from Bedford County, Virginia." 
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6. Peggy (Wright) Bannister And Her Husband Isaac Bannister 
Peggy (Wright) Bannister was a daughter of David Wright, Sr., and 
Nancy (Johns) (Turner) Wright. (1779 John', David?) 
The marriage record of Isaac Banister and Peggy Wright, daughter of Nancy 
Right, was dated on March 15, 1814, with Benjamin Ramsey as surety and the 
marriage by Enoch Terry on March 16, 1814: 


"Know all men by these presents that we Isaac Bannister and Benjamin Ramsey 
are held and firmly bound unto James Barbour Esqr governor or chief magistrate 
of the CWealth of Va in the sum of one hundred and fifty dollars Va Currency for 
the true payment of which to the said governor or his successors we bind 
ourselves and each of us our and each of our heirs exors &c firmly by these 
presents sealed and dated this 5th day of March 1814. 


The Condition of the above obligation is such that whereas there is a marriage 
shortly intended to be had and solemnized between the above bound Isaac 
Banister & Peggy Wright now if there shall be no lawful cause to obstruct the 
said marriage then the above obligation to be void else remain in full force & 


virtue 
Teste his 
Richd. Bauer Isaac x Bannister 
mark | 
his 
Benjamin X Ramsey 
mark 


Bedford County Sct 

This day came Benjamin Ramsey before me a justice of the peace for said 
County and made oath that he saw the within mentioned Nancy Wright sign and 
acknowledge the within certificate - Given under my hand this 5th day of March 
1814 


James Otey JP 
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A List of Marriages 
Isaac Banister and Peggy Wright 7 March 1814 


Enoch Terry" 


David Wright, Sr.'s wife was Nancy (Johns) (Turner) Wright and if David Wright, Sr., 
~ were dead by June 24, 1801, then it would be appropriate to describe Peggy as the 
child of her surviving parent Nancy. 

In her emails dated November 10 & 11, 1998, Vivian Eakes Hull stated that 
Margaret "Peggy" Wright married Isaac Banister on March 6, 1814, at Bedford County, 
Virginia, resided in 1830 and 1840 at Washington County, Virginia, and that Isaac 
Banister married first Rachel Jones on August 21, 1806, at Bedford County, Virginia, on 
April 8, 1816, sold land on Big Otter River to Rice Hughes, on February 1, 1817, sold 
130 acres of land on Otter River to James Ramsey, and on November 15, 1818, Isaac 
Banister of Washington County, Virginia, sold land on the south fork of Otter River in 
Bedford County to William Kerr, Jr. _ 

e Deborah (Wright) Wilson, Her Husband William Wilson, And Her 
Descendants 
Deborah (Wright) Wilson was a daughter of David Wright, Sr., and 
Nancy (Johns) (Turner) Wright. (1779 John’, David*) 

The marriage record of William Wilson and Deborah Wright, daughter of Nancy, 
was dated on February 9, 1807, at Bedford County, Virginia, with John Whittington as 
surety: 

"To the Clark of Bedford County Virginia 

This is to Certify that William Wilson is Authorized to obtain Licence for Marriage 


intended Between him and Deborough Wright My Daughter Given Under my 
hand This 9th day of February 1807 


Test nancy wright 
John Whittington 
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Know all men by these presents that we William Wilson & John Whittington are 
held & firmly bound unto Wm H Cabell Governor or Chief Magistrate of the state 
of Virginia in the sum of one hundred & fifty dollars to the which payment well & 
truly to be made unto the said William H. Cabell or to his successors we bind 
ourselves & each of us our & each of our Heirs Executors & administrators jointly 
& severally firmly by this presents sealed with our seals & dated this 9th day of 
February 1807. 


The condition of the above obligation is such that whereas there is a marriage 
shortly intended to be had & solemnized between the above bound William 
Wilson & Deborough Wright, Now if there shall be no lawful cause to obstruct the 
said marriage then the above obligation to be void, else to remain in full force & 
Virtue 


Signed Sealed & acknowledged William Wilson 
in presence of - John Whittington" 


In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed a copy 
of the will of William Wilson dated February 9, 1840, and probated September 7, 1852, 
at Bedford County, Virginia, Superior Court Will book A/147: 


"| William Wilson of the County of Bedford do hereby make my last will and 
testament in the manner and form following that is to say - Item that the first--| 
desire that all the perishable part of my estate be immediately sold after my 
death and out of the monies arising therefore all my just debts and funeral 
expenses be paid, should the perishable prove insufficient for the above purpose 
then | desire that my Administrator shall sell my real estate and out of the monies 
arising therefrom pay and satisfy such of my just debts as shall remain unpaid 
out of the perishable part of my estate-- Item 2nd. After the payment of my | 
debts and funeral expenses, | give to my wife Deborah Wilson the lower 
plantation containing one hundred and fifty two acres for and during the term of 
her natural life and after her decease | give the same to my two sons, Edward & 
Jesse equally to be divided among them and to be enjoyed by them forever.-- 
ltem 3rd--I give to my wife Deborah two work horses called Tib and Jack, also 
one bed and furniture and one cow. --ltem 4th--l give to my two daughters 
Mahala and Frances E. M. Wilson bed and furniture and one cow each. -- 

Item 5th--I give to my sister Polly Wilson twenty dollars. Item 6th--All the rest of 
my estate both real and personal of what natural or kind so ever it may be not 
here in particularly disposed of | desire may be equally divided among my 
several children excepting Edward & Jesse, which | give to them their heirs, 
executors, administrators & assigns for ever. In witness where | have set my 
hand and affixed my seal the 9th day of Feb., 1846. 


William Wilson 
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Signed, sealed published and declared by Wm. Wilson as and for his last will 
and testament in the presence and hearing of us who at his request and in the 
presence have subscribed our names as witnesses. 


R. C. Steptoe 

John V. Wilson 
Richard A. Tankersley 
John J. Mason 


This the codicil to my foregoing will, It being my further desire that all my family 
remain together as they now are, and all my property be kept together the year 
after my decease. Given under my hand and seal this 11th day of Feb. 1846. 


Wm. Wilson 


This the 2nd codicil of my foregoing will it being my wife Deborah Wilson have 
my female servant called Winney during her natural life. | also further desire that 
Joseph Wilson act as my execturo if he will. Given under my hand this 25th day 
of Feb. 1846. | 


Witness William Wilson. 
R. C. Steptoe 

H. L. Coffee 

James Wilson. 


At the Circuit Court held for Bedford County the 7th day of Sept. 1852: This last 
will and testament of Wm. Wilson deceased together with 2 codicils annexed 
thereto was produced in court. The will was proved according to law by the 
oaths of Robert C. Steptoe and John N. Wilson two of the subscribing witnesses 
thereto and the codicils annexed were also proved as the law requires by the 
oaths of Robert C. Steptoe and Holcomb L. Coffee subscribing witnesses and it 
is ordered that said will and codicil thereto be recorded. 


Test 
Jos. Wilson, Clerk" 


In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence H. Belcher enclosed a copy 
of a complaint filed in 1848 in Bedford County, Virginia, Chancery Court, File 6028, 


regarding the estate of William Wilson: 
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"Wilson, Vincent R et al 
V. Bill of Complaint 
Wilson, Deborah et al 


To the Worshipful the Justices of the County Court of Bedford in Chancery 
Sitting - The Bill of Complaint of your orators and oratrices Vincent R. Wilson, 
Stephen Butterworth and Locky Ann his wife, James M. Wilson and Emeline his 
wife, Richard A. Tankersley and Mary Jane his wife, James W. Wilson, John 
Maron and Mahala his wife, John N. Wilson, Thomas C. Wilson & Frances 
Wilson respectfully represents unto your worships: that some time during the 
present year (1848) William Wilson Senr. of this County died intestate siezed of 
several parcels or tracts of land lying in the said County to wit one tract of about 
40 acres one of about 115 acres one of about 200 acres, one of about 112 acres 
and one of about 400 acres the last of which named tracts was bought of 
Nathaniel W. Floyd, that he left the following persons entitled to the said land as 
his heirs to wit your orators and oratrices above named and Edward Wilson and 
James P. Wilson who are under twenty one years of age and Deborah Wilson 
his widow who is entitled to dower in said lands - Your orators and oratrices 
further represent that the land after the assignment of dower to the widow is not 
worth the sum of $300 to each distributive share, and cannot be divided with any 
kind of equality. They have been informed that there is still a balance due to the 
said Floyd for the land purchased of him. To the end therefore that justice may 
be done in the premises and your orators and oratrices obtain that relief to which 
they are entitled they pray that the said Deborah Wilson the widow of the said 
decedent and Edward Wilson & Jesse P Wilson who are infants under the age of 
21 years & Micajah Davis admr of William Wilson decd. may be made parties 
defendants to this suit and compelled to answer the allegations hereof the said 
Deborah on her oath and the said Edward & Jesse P. by a Guardian ad litem. 
May it please your worships to decree that the dower in the said land's may be 
allotted to the said Deborah and the remainder sold for distribution by virtue of 
the act of assembly in such case made and provided, __ Guardian ad litem be 
assigned the infant defendants Edward and Jesse P Wilson to defend their rights 
in this suit. May a sufficiency of the proceeds of the sale of the said land to pay 
the said Floyd any balance that may be due him for the land purchased of him, 
pass into the hands of the Administrator of the said intestate and be 
appropriated by him to that purpose Grant to your orators and oratrices the 
commonwealth writ of subpoena commanding &c. and all such other & further 
relief as the nature of their case may require and equity and good conscience 
dictate and as in duty bound they will ever pray &c 


Johnson 


On March 24, 1849, at Bedford County, Virginia, Chancery Court File 6028 an 


agreement was filed in the matter to let it proceed to judgment: 
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"In the case of Vincent R. Wilson agt. Wm Wilson's Admr now depending in the 
Circuit Superior Court of law & chancery for Bedford County we the undersigned 
legatees do hereby agree that a judgment may go against said admr in favor of 
the plaintiff, for the sum of $426:03 as of the 16th January 1838 that being the 
amount agreed on by way of compromise in that case by the parties. And for 
suffering a judgment for said amount this shall be the admr's sufficient authority 
& indemnification given under our hands this 24th March 1849. 


Frances E. M. Wilson James M. Wilson. 
John N. Wilson John J. Mason 
Edwin G. Wilson Jesse P. Wilson 
James M. Wilson his 
ThomasC xX Wilson 
mark 


Stephen Butterworth" 


An undated amended bill of complaint in Bedford County, Virginia, Chancery 
Court File 6028 was filed in the same matter: 


"Wilson, Vincent R. et al Amended Bill of Complaint 
V. 
Wilson, Deborah et al 


To the worshipful the justices of the County Court of Bedford in Chancery sitting 


Your orators & oratrices Vincent R. Wilson, Stephen Butterworth & Locky Ann his 
wife, James M. Wilson & Emeline his wife, Richard A. Tankersley and Mary Jane 
his wife, James W. Wilson, John Mason & Mahala his wife, John N. Wilson, 
Thomas C Wilson & Frances Wilson, respectfully represent to your worships that 
they hertofore filed their original bill in this Court against Deborah Wilson & 
others seeking a sale of the lands whereof the late William Wilson died seized; 
since the initiation of said suit, a certain Nathaniel W. Floyd has filed his petition 
setting forth, that there is a large balance due him of the purchase money of a 
portion of said land, & that no deed has ever been made from him to said 
Wilson, & praying to be made a party defendant to said cause. 


Your orators & oratrices are advised that said Floyd should under the 
circumstances set forth in his petition, be made a party to said suit they know 
that there is something due to said Floyd, the amount not exactly known by 
them, which they desire should be paid 


Your orator Vincent has a claim to a portion of said land, which will hereafter be 


brought to the attention of this court either in this cause, or in an original suit, as 
he is advised may be proper. 
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Your orators & oratrices therefore pray, that said Nathaniel W Floyd, may be 
made a party to said original, & this bill (which is to be later as amendatory 
thereto) & compelled to answer the allegations thereof according to law, that the 
balance due him of the purchase money aforesaid be decreed to be paid to him, 
& he compelled to make a deed to the land bought of him, & grant all such other 
& further relief as the nature of his case may require & as in duty &c." 


The 1850 Census for Bedford County, Virginia, listed Deborah Wilson with the 
following household: 


Name Age Occupation Born 

Deborah Wilson 60 Farmer Virginia 
John Wilson 2/ Laborer Virginia 
Edwin Wilson 20 Laborer Virginia 
Jessee Wilson 16 Laborer Virginia 
Frances Abbott 23 Virginia 
Robert Abbott 23 Laborer Virginia 
Mary Wilson 63 Virginia 


The record indicates that the date of birth of Deborah Wilson was in approximately 
1790. 

Bedford County, Va Death Records by Marvin U. Neighbors stated that the death 
record of Deborah Wilson was dated in February 1853 at Bedford County, Virginia, and 
listed the following information for the decedent: 


"Deborah Wilson 

February 1853 

Dropsy 

Age: 64 years 

no parents given 

Consort: William Wilson 

information: by Jesse P. Wilson - son" 


This record indicates that Deborah (Wright) Wilson was born about 1789. 

In her letter dated January 10, 1981, Amanda Presson stated that Deborah 
(Wright) Wilson died at age 63 in Bedford County, Virginia, based on a death record in 
Bedford County. 

A final decree in Bedford County, Virginia, Chancery Court File 6028 was 
entered on May 2, 1856: 
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"Wilson, Vincent R. etal) 
V ) Final Decree 
Wilson, Deborah et al ) 


This cause came on this day again to be heard upon the papers formerly read & 
the report of Comr Wharton, made in pursuance of the decree of the 13th day of 
June 1855, and was argued by counsel; upon consideration whereof, the Court 
approving said report, to which there is no exception, doth confirm it, and doth 
adjudge order & decree, that Micajah Davis do pay the outstanding costs of this 
suit, & refund all costs not charged in the comis report to the parties who may 
have paid the same, & then that he pay to Stephen Butterworth & Lockey his 
wife the sum of $69.51 with interest thereon from the 1st day of March 1856 until 
paid less 1/9 of the costs above directed to be paid; to James M. Wilson & 
Emeline his wife the like sum of $69.51 with interest thereon from the 1st day of 
March 1856 less 1/9 of said costs, to Richard A. Tankersly & Mary Jane his wife 
the sum of $69.51 with interest thereon from the 1st day of March 1856 less 1/9 
of said costs, to John Mason & Mahala his wife the sum of $69.51 with interest 
from the 1st March 1856 less 1/9 of the costs aforesaid, to John N. Wilson the 
sum of 69.51 with interest from 1 March 1856 less 1/9 of said costs, to 

Thomas C. Wilson the sum of $69.51 with interest from 1 March 1856 less 1/9 of 
said costs, & to Frances Wilson the sum of $88.57c with interest from 1 March 
1856 less 1/9 of the costs aforesaid. And that A. R. Wilson do pay to said 
Micajah Davis seventy five cents with interest from 1 March 1856 & 1/9 of the 
costs above decreed to be paid; & that said James W. Wilson do also pay to the 
same 1/9 of said costs." 


A prior agreement dated September 17, 1849, and filed in Bedford County, 
Virginia, Chancery Court File 6028, was made among the parties but apparently not 
completed: | 


"Memo. We the undersigned heirs at law of William Wilson decd. do hereby 
agree that if Vincent Wilson will dismiss his suit now depending in the Circuit 
Superior Court of law and chancery for Bedford County, that he may take credit 
for the sum of $426:03 as of the 25th day of February 1846 (the sum proven to 
be due as of that date by Holcombe L Coffee) upon his purchase of land made 
of his father the contract for which is now held by Micajah Davis - & we do 
hereby agree & request the County Court of Bedford County to direct a 
conveyance to be made of said land to said Vincent Wilson upon his paying the 
balance due therfor according to the contract aforesaid less the sum of $426:03 
to be credited thence as aforesaid - And the suit in the Supr. Court aforesaid is 
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to be dismissed agreed each party paying his own costs upon the fulfillment of 
this agreement given under our hands this 12" day of September 1849 


James W. Wilson 
John N. Wilson 
Frances E. M. Wilson 
Edwin G. Wilson 
Tommus C. Wilson 
Stephen Butterworth 
Jesse R Wilson 
James M. Wilson 
John J Mason" 


Judge Belcher also enclosed an account of payments to Dr. Joseph M. Speice 
which indicated the death of William Wilson on August 24, 1848: 
"William Wilson Sr. To Jos M Speice Dr. 


1846 

Jany 1 To visit to self $ 2.00 

1848 

March 8 Do 2.00 

Aug 13 Do _ Paralasis 2.00 

"14 Do 2.00 
15 Do | 2.00 
16 Do 2.00 
17 Do 2.00 
18 Do 2.00 
20 Do 2.00 
24 Do ___— Died 2.00 


Feby 24 1849 


| assign the above account of Twenty Dollars to Willis G Poindexter for value 
recd 

Jos Morton Speice 
Bedford County To wit - This day the above named Joseph M. Spiece personally 
appeared before me Robert C. Steptoe a Justice of the peace in and for the 


County aforesaid, and made oath to the above account of Twenty Dollars, as 
being Just and correct, and that the said services were rendered, and that no 
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part of the said account has been paid to him Given under my hand this 8th day 
of November 185.. 


R. C. Steptoe” 


In the suit Wilson v. Wilson there was included a list of the family of William 
Wilson: 


"Heirs of Wm Wilson Sr. 
Deborah Wilson Widow - 


Children 


Vincent R. Wilson 

Stephen Butterworth & Locky Ann his wife 

James M Wilson and Emeline his wife 

Richard A. Tankersly & Mary Jane his wife 

James W. Wilson 

John Mason and Mahala his wife 

John N. Wilson 

Thomas C. Wilson 

Frances Wilson 

Edward Wilson - under age 

Jesse P Wilson - do" 

From the evidence set forth above and additional evidence set forth below, the 
children of Deborah (Wright) Wilson and William Wilson were the following: 

1) Vincent R. Wilson, born in 1807 or 1808 at Bedford County, Virginia, 

2) Lockey Ann (Wilson) Butterworth, born in 1810 at Bedford County, 
Virginia, 

3) Mary Jane (Wilson) Tankersley, born in 1814 at Bedford County, Virginia, 

4) James W. Wilson, born in 1816 at Bedford County, Virginia, 

5) Emeline (Wilson) Wilson, born in 1820 at Bedford County, Virginia, 

6) Mahala (Wilson) Mason, born in 1821 at Bedford County, Virginia, 

7) John N. Wilson, born in about 1823 at Bedford County, Virginia, 

8) Thomas C. Wilson, born in 1825 at Bedford County, Virginia, 

9) Frances E. M. (Wilson) Abbott, born in about 1826 or 1827 at Bedford 


County, Virginia, 
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10) Edwin G. Wilson, born on March 19, 1823, or about 1830 at Bedford 
County, Virginia, and 

11) Jesse P. Wilson, born on September 18, 1832, at Bedford County, 
Virginia. 

a. Vincent R. Wilson, His Wife Elizabeth G. (Abbott) Wilson, 
And His Descendants | 
Vincent R. Wilson was a son of Deborah (Wright) Wilson 
and William Wilson. (1779 John’, David?, Deborah*) 

Hinshaw listed the marriage bond of Vincent Wilson and Elizabeth G. Abbott, 
daughter of Garland, on March 23, 1839, at Bedford County, Virginia, with James M. 
Wilson as surety. 

1850 Bedford County, Va Census by Marvin U. Neighbors listed Vincent Wilson 


with the following household: 


Personal 


Name ex Occupation Property Born 





8 8 
oO [0 
e 


Vincent Wilson Farmer $600 
Eliza Wilson 
William G. Wilson 
John R. Wilson 
Champ Wilson 
Henry Clay Wilson 
Jane Childress 
Ann Wilson 


OO 
=_==— W OIN O © 


oe) 


This record indicates that Vincent Wilson was born in about 1807 and that Elizabeth G. 
(Abbott) Wilson was born in about 1811. 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets that stated that Vincent R. Wilson was born in 1807 or 1808 in Bedford 
County, Virginia, married Elizabeth G. Abbott on March 23, 1839, at Bedford County, 
Virginia, was resident in 1860 at Forest Depot, Bedford County, Virginia, and died after 
1893 at Bedford County, Virginia, that Elizabeth G. (Abbott) Wilson was born in about 
1812, and that they had the following children: 

1) William Garland Wilson, born in 1841; 
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2) John R. Wilson, born in 1843; 

3) Champion Wilson, born in 1845; 

4) Henry Clay Wilson, born in 1847; 

5) Anna Wilson, born in 1849; 

6) Elizabeth Wilson, born in 1850; and 

7) Susan Webster Wilson, born on July 7, 1853. 

L. William Garland Wilson 
William Garland Wilson was a son of Vincent R. 
Wilson and Elizabeth G. (Abbott) Wilson. (1779 John', David?, Deborah*, Vincent’) 

1850 Bedford County, Va Census by Marvin U. Neighbors listed William Garland | 
Wilson in the Vincent Wilson household and his age as Q, indicating a date of birth in 
about 1841. 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that William Garland Wilson was a son of Vincent R. Wilson 
and Elizabeth G. (Abbott) Wilson and was born in about 1841. 

i. John R. Wilson 
John R. Wilson was a son of Vincent R. Wilson and 
Elizabeth G. (Abbott) Wilson. (1779 John’, David*, Deborah®, Vincent’) 

1850 Bedford County, Va Census by Marvin U. Neighbors listed John R. Wilson 
in the Vincent Wilson household and his age as 7, indicating a date of birth in about 
1843. 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that John R. Wilson was a son of Vincent R. Wilson and 
Elizabeth G. (Abbott) Wilson and was born in about 1843. 

lil. Champion Wilson 
Champion Wilson was a son of Vincent R. Wilson 
and Elizabeth G. (Abbott) Wilson. (1779 John’, David*, Deborah*, Vincent’) 

1850 Bedford County, Va Census by Marvin U. Neighbors listed Champ Wilson 
in the Vincent Wilson household and his age as 5, indicating a date of birth in about 
1845. 


0099D(021506) 607. 


In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Champion Wilson was a son of Vincent R. Wilson and 
Elizabeth G. (Abbott) Wilson and was born in about 1845 and died of typhoid on 
August 28, 1860. 

IV. Henry Clay Wilson 
Henry Clay Wilson was a son of Vincent R. Wilson 
and Elizabeth G. (Abbott) Wilson. (1779 John’, David’, Deborah’, Vincent*) 

1850 Bedford County, Va Census by Marvin U. Neighbors listed Henry Clay 
Wilson in the Vincent Wilson household and his age as 3, indicating a date of birth in 
about 1847. 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Henry Clay Wilson was a son of Vincent R. Wilson and 
Elizabeth G. (Abbott) Wilson and was born in about 1847. 
| v. Anna Wilson 

Anna Wilson was a daughter of Vincent R. Wilson 
and Elizabeth G. (Abbott) Wilson. (1779 John’, David*, Deborah’, Vincent’) 

1850 Bedford County, Va Census by Marvin U. Neighbors listed Ann Wilson in 
the Vincent Wilson household and her age as 1, indicating a date of birth in about 1849. 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Anna Wilson was a daughter of Vincent R. Wilson and 
Elizabeth G. (Abbott) Wilson and was born in about 1849. 

Vi. Elizabeth Wilson 
Elizabeth Wilson was a daughter of Vincent R. Wilson 
and Elizabeth G. (Abbott) Wilson. (1779 John’, David*, Deborah’, Vincent’) 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Elizabeth Wilson was a daughter of Vincent R. Wilson 
and Elizabeth G. (Abbott) Wilson and was born in about 1850. 

vii. Susan Webster Wilson 
Susan Webster Wilson was a daughter of Vincent R. 
Wilson and Elizabeth G. (Abbott) Wilson. (1779 John', David*, Deborah*, Vincent*) 
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In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Susan Webster Wilson was a daughter of Vincent R. 
Wilson and Elizabeth G. (Abbott) Wilson and was born on July 7, 1853. 
b. Lockey Ann (Wilson) Butterworth, Her Husband Stephen 


Butterworth, And Her Descendants 





Lockey Ann (Wilson) Butterworth was a daughter of 
Deborah (Wright) Wilson and William Wilson. (1779 John’, David*, Deborah*) 
Hinshaw listed the marriage bond of Lockey Ann Wilson, daughter of William, 
and Stephen Butterworth on May 24, 1834, at Bedford County, Virginia, with Wilson C. 
N. Hewitt as surety and the marriage in May 1834. 
1850 Bedford County, Va Census by Marvin U. Neighbors listed Stephen 


Butterworth with the following household: 





Personal 
Name Age Sex Occupation Property Born 
Stephen Butterworth 56 Laborer 
Locky Butterworth 40 
Nancy Butterworth 15 
Wm Butterworth 13 
John Butterworth 10 
Samuel Butterworth 8 
Frances Butterworth 5 
Isaac Butterworth 83 None 


This record indicates that Lockey Ann (Wilson) Butterworth was born in about 1810 and 
that Stephen Butterworth was born in about 1794. 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets that stated that Lockey Ann Wilson was born in 1810 in Bedford County, 
Virginia, married Stephen Butterworth on May 24, 1834, at Bedford County, Virginia, 
resided in 1860 at Davis Mills, Bedford County, Virginia, and died in 188_, that Stephen 
Butterworth was born in 1804 and died in 1862, and that they had the following 
children: 

1) Nancy (Butterworth) Wills, born in 1835; 

2) William Butterworth, born in 1837; 
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3) John W. Butterworth, born in 1840; 

4) Samuel P. Butterworth, born in 1843; 

5) Frances Butterworth, born in 1845; and 

6) Thomas Butterworth, born in 1850. 

I. Nancy (Butterworth) Wills And Her Husband E. N. 
Wills 
Nancy (Butterworth) Wills was a daughter of Lockey 
Ann (Wilson) Butterworth and Stephen Butterworth. (1779 John’, David?, Deborah’, 
Lockey Ann‘) 

1850 Bedford County, Va Census by Marvin U. Neighbors listed Nancy 
Butterworth in the Stephen Butterworth household and her age as 15, indicating a date 
of birth in about 1835. 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Nancy Butterworth was a daughter of Lockey Ann 
(Wilson) Butterworth and Stephen Butterworth, was born in about 1849, and married 
E.N. Wills. 

li. William Butterworth 
William Butterworth was a son of Lockey Ann 
(Wilson) Butterworth and Stephen Butterworth. (1779 John’, David?, Deborah*, Lockey 
Ann‘) | 

1850 Bedford County, Va Census by Marvin U. Neighbors listed William 
Butterworth in the Stephen Butterworth household and his age as 13, indicating a date 
of birth in about 1837. | 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that William Butterworth was a son of Lockey Ann (Wilson) 
Butterworth and Stephen Butterworth and was born in about 1837. 

lil. John W. Butterworth 
John W. Butterworth was a son of Lockey Ann 
(Wilson) Butterworth and Stephen Butterworth. (1779 John’, David*, Deborah®, Lockey 
Ann‘) 
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1850 Bedford County, Va Census by Marvin U. Neighbors listed John 
Butterworth in the Stephen Butterworth household and his age as 10, indicating a date 
of birth in about 1840. 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that John W. Butterworth was a son of Lockey Ann (Wilson) 
Butterworth and Stephen Butterworth and was born in about 1840. 

Iv. samuel P. Butterworth And His Wife Nancy (Lindsay) 
Butterworth 
Samuel P. Butterworth was a son of Lockey Ann 
(Wilson) Butterworth and Stephen Butterworth. (1779 John’, David?, Deborah*, Lockey 
Ann‘) 

1850 Bedford County, Va Census by Marvin U. Neighbors listed Samuel 
Butterworth in the Stephen Butterworth household and his age as 8, indicating a date of 
birth in about 1842. 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Samuel P. Butterworth was a son of Lockey Ann 
(Wilson) Butterworth and Stephen Butterworth, was born in about 1842, and married 
Nancy Lindsay. 

V. Frances Butterworth 
Frances Butterworth was a daughter of Lockey Ann 
(Wilson) Butterworth and Stephen Butterworth. (1779 John', David*, Deborah®, Lockey 
Ann‘) 

1850 Bedford County, Va Census by Marvin U. Neighbors listed Frances 
Butterworth in the Stephen Butterworth household and her age as 5, indicating a date 
of birth in about 1845. 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Frances Butterworth was a daughter of Lockey Ann 
(Wilson) Butterworth and Stephen Butterworth and was born in about 1845. 
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vi. Thomas Butterworth 
Thomas Butterworth was a son of Lockey Ann 
(Wilson) Butterworth and Stephen Butterworth. (1779 John', David?, Deborah*, Lockey 
Ann‘) 
In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Thomas Butterworth was a son of Lockey Ann (Wilson) 


Butterworth and Stephen Butterworth and was born in about 1850. 


C. Mary Jane (Wilson) Tankersley, Her Husband Richard T. 


Tankersley, And Her Descendants 
Mary Jane (Wilson) Tankersley was a daughter of Deborah 


(Wright) Wilson and Wilson William Wilson. (1779 John', David*, Deborah’) 

Hinshaw listed the marriage bond of Mary Jane Wilson and Richard Tankersley 
on April 25, 1840, at Bedford County, Virginia, with the consent of William Wilson and 
John R. Pagitt as surety. 

The 1850 Census for Bedford County, Virginia listed Richard T. Tankersley with 


the following household: 








Value of 

Name Age Sex Color Occupation Real Estate 
Richard T. Tankersley 34 M Farmer 
Mary J. Tankersley 35 =F 
Edward Tankersley 9 ™M 
Frances Tankersley 6 F 
John Tankersley 4 ™M 
John Wright 1/7 M Laborer 

Married Attended Cannot Deaf 
Place of Within School Read & Dumb Blind 
Birth Year Within Year Write Insane etc. 
Virginia 
Virginia 
Virginia 
Virginia 
Virginia 
Virginia 
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This record indicates that Mary Jane (Wilson) Tankersley was born in about 1815 and 
that Richard T. Tankersley was born in about 1816. 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets that stated that Mary Jane Wilson was born in 1814 in Bedford County, 
Virginia, married Richard Tankersley on April 25, 1840, at Bedford County, Virginia, and 
resided in 1860 at Lone Pine, Bedford County, Virginia, that Richard Tankersley was 
born in 1816, and that they had the following children: 

1) Edwin Tankersley, born in 1843; 

2) Frances Tankersley, born in 1844; 

3) John Tankersley, born in 1846; 

4) Jesse Tankersley, born in 1850; 

5) Paula Good Tankersley, born in 1853; and 

6) Anderson T. Tankersley, born on October 17, 1856. 

In his letter dated July 27, 1998, Calvin Wilson stated that Mary Jane (Wilson) 
Tankersley and Richard Tankersley had the following children: 

1) James Edward Tankersley, 

2) Mary Frances Tankersley, 

3) John Nelson Tankersley, 

4) Jesse Andrew Tankersley, 

5) Paulus Goode Tankersley, and 

6) Anderson T. Tankersley. 

L. James Edward Or Edwin Tankersley 
James Edward or Edwin Tankersley was a son of 
Mary Jane (Wilson) Tankersley and Richard T. Tankersley. (1779 John’, David?, 
Deborah*, Mary Jane’) | 

The 1850 Census for Bedford County, Virginia, listed Edward Tankersley in the 
Richard T. Tankersley household and his age as 9, indicating a date of birth in about 
1841. 
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In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Edwin Tankersley was a son of Mary Jane (Wilson) 
Tankersley and Richard Tankersley and was born in about 1841. 

In his letter dated July 27, 1998, Calvin Wilson stated that James Edward 
Tankersley was a son of Mary Jane (Wilson) Tankersley and Richard Tankersley. 

li. Mary Frances Tankersley 
Mary Frances Tankersley was a daughter of Mary 
Jane (Wilson) Tankersley and Richard T. Tankersley. (1779 John’, David*, Deborah’, 
Mary Jane’) | 

The 1850 Census for Bedford County, Virginia, listed Frances Tankersley in the 
Richard T. Tankersley household and her age as 6, indicating a date of birth in about 
1844. 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Frances Tankersley was a daughter of Mary Jane 
(Wilson) Tankersley and Richard Tankersley, was born in about 1844, and died on 
November 24, 1864. 

In his letter dated July 27, 1998, Calvin Wilson stated that Mary Frances 
Tankersley was a daughter of Mary Jane (Wilson) Tankersley and Richard Tankersley. 

lil. John Nelson Tankersley 
John Nelson Tankersley was a son of Mary Jane 
(Wilson) Tankersley and Richard T. Tankersley. (1779 John‘, David?, Deborah, Mary 
Jane’) 

The 1850 Census for Bedford County, Virginia, listed John Tankersley in the 
Richard T. Tankersley household and his age as 4, indicating a date of birth in about 
1846. 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that John Tankersley was a son of Mary Jane (Wilson) 
Tankersley and Richard Tankersley and was born in about 1846. 

In his letter dated July 27, 1998, Calvin Wilson stated that John Nelson 


Tankersley was a son of Mary Jane (Wilson) Tankersley and Richard Tankersley. 
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lv. Jesse Andrew Tankersley 
Jesse Andrew Tankersley was a son of Mary Jane 


(Wilson) Tankersley and Richard T. Tankersley. (1779 John’, David?, Deborah®, Mary 
Jane’) | 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Jesse Tankersley was a son of Mary Jane (Wilson) 
Tankersley and Richard Tankersley, was born in about 1850, and died on July 9, 1894. 

In his letter dated July 27, 1998, Calvin Wilson stated that Jesse Andrew 
Tankersley was a son of Mary Jane (Wilson) Tankersley and Richard Tankersley. 

V. Paula Good Or Goode Tankersley 
Paula Good or Goode Tankersley was a daughter of 
Mary Jane (Wilson) Tankersley and Richard T. Tankersley. (1779 John’, David’, 
Deborah’, Mary Jane‘) | | 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Paula Good Tankersley was a daughter of Mary Jane 
(Wilson) Tankersley and Richard Tankersley and was born on May 12, 1853. 

In his letter dated July 27, 1998, Calvin Wilson stated that Paulus Goode 
Tankersley was a daughter of Mary Jane (Wilson) Tankersley and Richard Tankersley. 

Vi. Anderson IT. Tankersley 
Anderson T. Tankersley was a son of Mary Jane 
(Wilson) Tankersley and Richard T. Tankersley. (1779 John’, David*, Deborah*, Mary 
Jane*) 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Anderson T. Tankersley was a son of Mary Jane 
(Wilson) Tankersley and Richard Tankersley and was born on October 17, 1856. 

In his letter dated July 27, 1998, Calvin Wilson stated that Anderson T. 


Tankersley was a son of Mary Jane (Wilson) Tankersley and Richard Tankersley. 
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d. James W. Wilson, His Wife Mary A. (Mason) Wilson, And 
His Descendants 


James W. Wilson was a son of Deborah (Wright) Wilson 
and William Wilson. (1779 John', David?, Deborah’) 
Hinshaw listed the marriage bond of James Wilson and Mary Mason on 
December 16, 1839, at Bedford County, Virginia, with Richard D. Bartee as surety. 
1850 Bedford County, Va Census by Marvin U. Neighbors listed James W. 
Wilson with the following household: 





Personal 
Name Age Sex Occupation Property Born 
James W. Wilson 36 Carpenter 
Mary A. Wilson 30 
John W. Wilson 10 
Richard H. Wilson 8 
Edward Wilson 6 
Jo. Wilson 4 
Lockey A. Wilson 2 F 


This record indicates that James W. Wilson was born in about 1814 and that Mary A. 
(Mason) Wilson was born in about 1820. 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets that stated that James W. Wilson was born in 1816 in Bedford County, 
Virginia, married Mary A. Mason on December 16, 1839, at Bedford County, Virginia 
and resided in 1860 at possibly Pierceville, Bedford County, Virginia, that Mary A. 
(Mason) Wilson was born in 1820, and that they had the following children: 

1) John W. Wilson, born in 1840; 

2) Richard H. Wilson, born in 1842; 

3) James Edward Wilson, born in 1844: 

4) Joseph M. Wilson, born in 1846; 

oD) Lockey Ann Wilson born in 1848; 

6) Samuel K. Wilson, born on June 7, 1853; 

T) Nelson Ross Wilson, born on June 7, 1853; and 

8) Charles C. Wilson, born in 1853. 
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L. John W. Wilson 
John W. Wilson was a son of James W. Wilson and 
Mary A. (Mason) Wilson. (1779 John’, David*, Deborah’, James W.”*) 

1850 Bedford County, Va Census by Marvin U. Neighbors listed John W. Wilson 
in the James W. Wilson household and his age as 10, indicating a date of birth in about 
1840. 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that John W. Wilson was a son of James W. Wilson and 
Mary A. (Mason) Wilson and was born in about 1840. 

Il. Richard H. Wilson 
Richard H. Wilson was a son of James W. Wilson 
and Mary A. (Mason) Wilson. (1779 John’, David’, Deborah’, James W.*) 

1850 Bedford County, Va Census by Marvin U. Neighbors listed Richard H. 
Wilson in the James W. Wilson household and his age as 8, indicating a date of birth in 
about 1842. 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Richard H. Wilson was a son of James W. Wilson and 
Mary A. (Mason) Wilson and was born in about 1842. 

lil. James Edward Wilson 
James Edward Wilson was a son of James W. Wilson 
and Mary A. (Mason) Wilson. (1779 John', David*, Deborah*, James W.*) 

1850 Bedford County, Va Census by Marvin U. Neighbors listed Edward Wilson 
in the James W. Wilson household and his age as 6, indicating a date of birth in about 
1844. 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that James Edward Wilson was a son of James W. Wilson 
and Mary A. (Mason) Wilson and was born in about 1844. 

IV. Joseph M. Wilson 
Joseph M. Wilson was a son of James W. Wilson and 
Mary A. (Mason) Wilson. (1779 John’, David?, Deborah’, James W.*) 
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1850 Bedford County, Va Census by Marvin U. Neighbors listed Jo. Wilson in the 
James W. Wilson household and his age as 4, indicating a date of birth in about 1846. 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Joseph M. Wilson was a son of James W. Wilson and 
Mary A. (Mason) Wilson and was born in about 1846. 

V. Lockey Ann Wilson 
Lockey Ann Wilson was a daughter of James W. 
Wilson and Mary A. (Mason) Wilson. (1779 John’, David*, Deborah’, James W.*) 

1850 Bedford County, Va Census by Marvin U. Neighbors listed Lockey A. 
Wilson in the James W. Wilson household and her age as 2, indicating a date of birth in 
about 1848. 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Lockey Ann Wilson was a daughter of James W. Wilson 
and Mary A. (Mason) Wilson and was born in about 1848. 

Vi. samuel K. Wilson 
Samuel K. Wilson was a son of James W. Wilson and 
Mary A. (Mason) Wilson. (1779 John', David*, Deborah*, James W.*) 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Samuel K. Wilson was a son of James W. Wilson and 
Mary A. (Mason) Wilson and was born on June 7, 1853. 

Vil. Nelson Ross Wilson 
Nelson Ross Wilson was a son of James W. Wilson 
and Mary A. (Mason) Wilson. (1779 John’, David*, Deborah*, James W.‘) 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Nelson Ross Wilson was a son of James W. Wilson and 
Mary A. (Mason) Wilson and was born on June 7, 1853. 

vill. Charles H. Wilson 
Charles H. Wilson was a son of James W. Wilson 
and Mary A. (Mason) Wilson. (1779 John’, David?, Deborah®, James W.*) 
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In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Charles H. Wilson was a son of James W. Wilson and 
Mary A. (Mason) Wilson and was born in 1858. 

| e. Emeline (Wilson) Wilson, Her Husband James M. Wilson, 
And Her Descendants 
Emeline (Wilson) Wilson was a daughter of Deborah 
(Wright) Wilson and William Wilson. (1779 John’, David?, Deborah’) 

Hinshaw listed the marriage bond of Emeline Wilson and James M. Wilson on 
August 10, 1839, at Bedford County, Virginia, with James W. Wilson as surety. 

1850 Bedford County, Va Census by Marvin U. Neighbors listed James M. 


Willson with the following household: 


Personal 
Name Age Sex Occupation Property Born 
James M. Willson 40 Farmer $300 
Emeline Willson 30 
Ann E. Willson 7 
Wm. T. Willson 3 
Jame E. Willson 2 


This record indicates that Emeline Wilson was born in about 1820 and that James M. 
Wilson was born in about 1810. 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets that stated that Emeline Wilson was born in 1820 in Bedford County, 
Virginia, married James M. Wilson on August 10, 1839, at Bedford County, Virginia, 
and resided in 1860 at Davis Mills, Bedford County, Virginia, that James M. Wilson was 
born in 1815 possibly at Bedford County, Virginia, and that they had the following 
children: 

1) A. E. Wilson, a daughter, born in 1842; 

2) W. T. Wilson, a son, born in 1847; 

3) T. E. Wilson, a son, born in 1850; and 

4) Minerva J. Wilson. 
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In his letter dated July 27, 1998, Calvin Wilson stated that Emeline (Wilson) 
Wilson and James M. Wilson had the following children in addition to those listed 
above: 

1) James E. Wilson, and 

2) Susan or Sarah Wilson. 

L. Ann E. Wilson 
Ann E. Wilson was a daughter of Emeline (Wilson) 
Wilson and James M. Wilson. (1779 John’, David*, Deborah*, Emeline’) 

1850 Bedford County, Va Census by Marvin U. Neighbors listed Ann E. Willson 
in the James M. Willson household and her age as 7, indicating a date of birth in about 
1843. 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that A. E. Wilson was a daughter of Emeline (Wilson) Wilson 
and James M. Wilson and was born in about 1842. 

I. William T. Wilson 
William T. Wilson was a son of Emeline (Wilson) 
Wilson and James M. Wilson. (1779 John’, David*, Deborah*, Emeline’) 

1850 Bedford County, Va Census by Marvin U. Neighbors listed William T. 
Willson in the James M. Willson household and his age as 5, indicating a date of birth 
in about 1845. 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that W. T. Wilson was a son of Emeline (Wilson) Wilson and 
James M. Wilson and was born in about 1847. 

ili. Jame E. Wilson 
Jame E. Wilson was a son of Emeline (Wilson) 
Wilson and James M. Wilson. (1779 John’, David’, Deborah*, Emeline*) 

1850 Bedford County, Va Census by Marvin U. Neighbors listed Jame E. Willson 
in the James M. Willson household and his age as 2, indicating a date of birth in about 
1848. 
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IV. T.E. Wilson 
T. E. Wilson was a son of Emeline (Wilson) Wilson 
and James M. Wilson. (1779 John’, David*, Deborah*, Emeline*) 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that T. E. Wilson was a son of Emeline (Wilson) Wilson and 
James M. Wilson and was born in about 1850. 

V. Minerva J. Wilson 
Minerva J. Wilson was a daughter of Emeline 
(Wilson) Wilson and James M. Wilson. (1779 John’, David?, Deborah’, Emeline’) 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Minerva J. Wilson was a daughter of Emeline (Wilson) 
Wilson and James M. Wilson and was born on November 12, 1853. 

Vi. James E. Wilson 
James E. Wilson was a son of Emeline (Wilson) 
Wilson and James M. Wilson. (1779 John’, David?, Deborah*, Emmeline‘) 
In his letter dated July 27, 1998, Calvin Wilson stated that James E. Wilson was 
a son of Emeline (Wilson) Wilson and James M. Wilson. 
vii. Susan Or Sarah Wilson 
Susan or Sarah Wilson was a daughter of Emeline 
(Wilson) Wilson and James M. Wilson. (1779 John', David?, Deborah*®, Emmeline’) 

In his letter dated July 27, 1998, Calvin Wilson stated that Susan or Sarah 

Wilson was a daughter of Emeline (Wilson) Wilson and James M. Wilson. 


f. Mahala (Wilson) Mason, Her Husband John Jefferson 


Mason, And Her Descendants 





Mahala (Wilson) Mason was a daughter of Deborah (Wright) 
Wilson and William Wilson. (1779 John’, David*, Deborah*) 
Hinshaw listed the marriage bond of Mahala Wilson, daughter of William and 
Deborah, and John J. Mason on December 19, 1846, at Bedford County, Virginia, with 


John W. Wilson as surety. 
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1850 Bedford County, Va Census by Marvin U. Neighbors listed John J. Mason 


with the following household: 





Personal 
Name Age Sex Occupation Property Born 
John J. Mason 25 Farmer 
Mahala Mason 25 
Mary A. Mason 2 
Locky A. Mason 4 mos. 


This record indicates that Mahala (Wilson) Mason and John J. Mason were born in 
about 1825. 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets that stated that Mahala Wilson was born in 1821 in Bedford County, 
Virginia, married John J. Mason on December 19, 1846, at Bedford County, Virginia, 
and resided in 1860 at Lone Pine and Charlemont, Bedford County, Virginia, and died 
on December 30, 1896, at Charlemont, Bedford County, Virginia, that John J. Mason 
was born in 1817 and died after 1896, and that they had the following children: 

1) Margaret A. Mason, born in 1847; 

2) Edwin G. Mason, born in 1848; 

3) Henry Mason, born in 1849; 

4) Lockey A. Mason, born in 1850; 

5) John W. Mason, born in 1854; 

6) Celene Mason, born in 1856; and 

T) Charles Mason, born in 1860. 

In her email dated July 13, 1998, Patricia A. Merrel stated that Mahala Wilson 
was a daughter of Deborah (Wright) Wilson and William Wilson, was born about 1823, 
married John Jefferson Mason on December 19, 1846, at Bedford County, Virginia, and 
that Mahala (Wilson) Mason and John Jefferson Mason had the following child: 

1) John William Mason. 

L. Margaret Or Mary A. Mason 
Margaret or Mary A. Mason was a daughter of 
Mahala (Wilson) Mason and John J. Mason. (1779 John', David*, Deborah®, Mahala‘) 
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1850 Bedford County, Va Census by Marvin U. Neighbors listed Mary A. Mason 
in the John J. Mason household and her age as 2, indicating a date of birth in about 
1848. 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Margaret A. Mason was a daughter of Mahala (Wilson) 
Mason and John J. Mason and was born in about 1847. 

In his letter dated July 27, 1998, Calvin Wilson stated that Margaret Mason was 
a daughter of Mahala (Wilson) Mason and John E. Mason. 

il. Edwin G. Mason 
Edwin G. Mason was a son of Mahala (Wilson) 
Mason and John J. Mason. (1779 John’, David?, Deborah*, Mahala’) 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Edwin G. Mason was a son of Mahala (Wilson) Mason 
and John J. Mason and was born in about 1848. 

In his letter dated July 27, 1998, Calvin Wilson stated that Edwin G. Mason was 
a son of Mahala (Wilson) Mason and John E. Mason. 

lil. Henry Mason 
Henry Mason was a son of Mahala (Wilson) Mason 
and John J. Mason. (1779 John’, David?, Deborah’, Mahala’) 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Henry Mason was a son of Mahala (Wilson) Mason and 
John J. Mason and was born in about 1849. 

In his letter dated July 27, 1998, Calvin Wilson stated that Henry Mason was a 
son of Mahala (Wilson) Mason and John E. Mason. 

Iv. Lockey A. Mason 
Lockey A. Mason was a daughter of Mahala (Wilson) 
Mason and John J. Mason. (1779 John’, David*, Deborah’, Mahala‘) 

1850 Bedford County, Va Census by Marvin U. Neighbors listed Locky A. Mason 
in the John J. Mason household and her age as 4 months, indicating a date of birth in 
about 1850. 
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In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Lockey A. Mason was a daughter of Mahala (Wilson) 
Mason and John J. Mason and was born in about 1850. 

In his letter dated July 27, 1998, Calvin Wilson stated that Lockey A. Mason was 
a daughter of Mahala (Wilson) Mason and John E. Mason. 

V. John William Mason, His Wife Sarah Permelia 
Catherine (Abbott) Mason, And Her Descendants 
John William Mason was a son of Mahala (Wilson) 
Mason and John J. Mason. (1779 John’, David*, Deborah*, Mahala’*) 
In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 





group sheets which stated that John W. Mason was a son of Mahala (Wilson) Mason 
and John J. Mason and was born in about 1854. 

In her email dated July 13, 1998, Patricia A. Merrel stated that John William 
Mason was a son of Mahala (Wilson) Mason and John Jefferson Mason, married Sarah 
Permelia Catherine Abbott in December 1874 at Bedford County, Virginia, and that 
John William Mason and Sarah Permelia Catherine (Abbott) Mason had the following 
child: 

1) Roberta DeWitt Mason. 

In his letter dated July 27, 1998, Calvin Wilson stated that Jonn W. Mason was a 
son of Mahala (Wilson) Mason and John E. Mason. 

Vi. Celene Mason 
Celene Mason was a daughter of Mahala (Wilson) 
Mason and John J. Mason. (1779 John’, David?, Deborah’, Mahala’) 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Celene Mason was a daughter of Mahala (Wilson) 
Mason and John J. Mason and was born in about 1856. 

In his letter dated July 27, 1998, Calvin Wilson stated that Celene Mason was a 
daughter of Mahala (Wilson) Mason and John E. Mason. 
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Vil. Charles Mason 
Charles Mason was a son of Mahala (Wilson) Mason 
and John J. Mason. (1779 John', David’, Deborah®, Mahala‘) 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Charles Mason was a son of Mahala (Wilson) Mason 
and John J. Mason and was born in about 1860. 

In his letter dated July 27, 1998, Calvin Wilson stated that Charles Mason was a 
son of Mahala (Wilson) Mason and John E. Mason. 

g. John N. Wilson, His Wife July Ann F. (Wilson) Wilson, And 
His Descendants 
John Wilson was a son of Deborah (Wright) Wilson and 
William Wilson. (1779 John', David*, Deborah’) 

The 1850 Census for Bedford County, Virginia, listed John Wilson in the 
household of Deborah Wilson and his age as 27 and born in Virginia, indicating a date 
of birth in about 1823. 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets that stated that John N. Wilson was born in 1823 at Bedford County, 
Virginia, married July Ann F. Wilson on June 8, 1852, at Bedford County, Virginia, and 
resided in 1860 at Davis Mills, Bedford County, Virginia, that July Ann F. (Wilson) 
Wilson was born in 1832, and that they had the following children: 

1) Edward D. Wilson, born on December 5, 1855; 

2) Mary J. Wilson, born in April 1857; 

3) William Wilson, born in 1858; and 

4) A. Wilson, a daughter, born in January 1860. 

In his letter dated July 27, 1998, Calvin Wilson stated that John N. Wilson and 
Julia or July Ann (Wilson) Wilson had the following children in addition to those set forth 
above: 

1) John N. Wilson, Jr., 

2) Annie Wilson, 

3) Emma D. Wilson, and 
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4) Jessee Wilson. 
I. Edward D. Wilson 
Edward D. Wilson was a son of John N. Wilson and 
July Ann F. (Wilson) Wilson. (1779 John', David?, Deborah’, John N.*) 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Edward D. Wilson was a son of John N. Wilson and July 
Ann F. (Wilson) Wilson and was born on December 5, 1855. 

II. Mary J. Wilson 
Mary J. Wilson was a daughter of John N. Wilson and 
July Ann F. (Wilson) Wilson. (1779 John’, David?, Deborah*, John N.*) 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Mary J. Wilson was a daughter of John N. Wilson and 
July Ann F. (Wilson) Wilson and was born in April 1857. 

lil. William Wilson 
William Wilson was a son of John N. Wilson and July 
Ann F. (Wilson) Wilson. (1779 John', David*, Deborah*, John N.*) 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that William Wilson was a son of John N. Wilson and July 
Ann F. (Wilson) Wilson and was born in 1858. 

IV. A. Wilson 
A. Wilson was a daughter of John N. Wilson and July 
Ann F. (Wilson) Wilson. (1779 John’, David*, Deborah®, John N.*) 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that A. Wilson was a daughter of John N. Wilson and July 
Ann F. (Wilson) Wilson and was born in January 1860. 

V. John N. Wilson, Jr. 
John N. Wilson, Jr., was a son of John N. Wilson and 
July Ann F. (Wilson) Wilson. (1779 John’, David*, Deborah®, John N.*) 
In his letter dated July 27, 1998, Calvin Wilson stated that John N. Wilson, Jr., 


was a son of John N. Wilson and July Ann F. (Wilson) Wilson. 
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Vi. Annie Wilson 
Annie Wilson was a daughter of John N. Wilson and 
July Ann F. (Wilson) Wilson. (1779 John', David?, Deborah®, John N.*) 
In his letter dated July 27, 1998, Calvin Wilson stated that Annie Wilson was a 
daughter of John N. Wilson and July Ann F. (Wilson) Wilson. 
Vil. Emma D. Wilson 
Emma D. Wilson was a daughter of John N. Wilson 
and July Ann F. (Wilson) Wilson. (1779 John’, David?, Deborah’, John N.*) 
In his letter dated July 27, 1998, Calvin Wilson stated that Emma D. Wilson was 
a daughter of John N. Wilson and July Ann F. (Wilson) Wilson. 
vill. Jessee Wilson 
Jessee Wilson was a son of John N. Wilson and July 
Ann F. (Wilson) Wilson. (1779 John’, David*, Deborah’, John N.*) 
In his letter dated July 27, 1998, Calvin Wilson stated that Jessee Wilson was a 
son of John N. Wilson and July Ann F. (Wilson) Wilson. 


h. Thomas C. Wilson, His Wives Pauline (Goodman) Wilson 
And Millie A. (Moon) Wilson, And His Descendants 


Thomas C. Wilson was a son of Deborah (Wright) Wilson 
and William Wilson. (1779 John’, David*, Deborah’) 

Hinshaw listed the marriage bond of Thomas C. Wilson and Paulina Goodman, 
daughter of James B., on January 29, 1848, at Bedford County, Virginia, with John R. 
Pagitt as surety and the marriage on January 29, 1848, by F. M. Barker. 

1850 Bedford County, Va Census by Marvin U. Neighbors listed Thomas C. 


Wilson with the following household: 





Personal 
Name Age Sex Occupation Property Born 
Thomas C. Wilson 25 Farmer 
Paulina Wilson 25 


James W. Wilson 


This record indicates that Thomas C. Wilson and Paulina (Goodman) Wilson were born 
in about 1825. 
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In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets that stated that Thomas C. Wilson was born in 1825 at Bedford County, 
Virginia, married Pauline Goodman on January 29, 1848, at Bedford County, Virginia, 
and died probably before 1887, that Pauline (Goodman) Wilson was born in 1825, and 
that they had the following children: 

1) James W. Wilson, born in 1849; 

2) Frederick P. Wilson, born in 1851; 

3) Mary A. Wilson, born in 1853; 

4) Elizabeth Wilson, born in 1855; 

3) Lucy A. Wilson, born in 1857; and 

6) Charles Lee Wilson, born in 1859. 

In his letter dated July 27, 1998, Calvin Wilson stated that Thomas Wilson 
married first Paulina Goodman, married second Millie A. Moon in 1868, and that 
Thomas Wright had the following children in addition to those set forth above: 

1) Alice Wilson, 

2) Sarah Catherine Wilson, and 

3) Annie Wilson. 

I. James W. Wilson 
James W. Wilson was a son of Thomas C. Wilson 
and Pauline (Goodman) Wilson. (1779 John', David*, Deborah®, Thomas C.’*) 

1850 Bedford County, Va Census by Marvin U. Neighbors listed James W. 
Wilson in the Thomas C. Wilson household and his age as 1, indicating a date of birth 
in about 1849. 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that James W. Wilson was a son of Thomas C. Wilson and 
Pauline (Goodman) Wilson and was born in about 1849. 

il. Frederick P. Wilson 
Frederick P. Wilson was a son of Thomas C. Wilson 
and Pauline (Goodman) Wilson. (1779 John', David*, Deborah®, Thomas C.*) 
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In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Frederick P. Wilson was a son of Thomas C. Wilson 
and Pauline (Goodman) Wilson and was born in about 1851. 

lil. Mary A. Wilson 
Mary A. Wilson was a daughter of Thomas C. Wilson 
and Pauline (Goodman) Wilson. (1779 John’, David?, Deborah*, Thomas C.*) 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Mary A. Wilson was a daughter of Thomas C. Wilson 
and Pauline (Goodman) Wilson and was born in about 1853. 

IV. Elizabeth Wilson 
Elizabeth Wilson was a daughter of Thomas C. 
Wilson and Pauline (Goodman) Wilson. (1779 John', David?, Deborah®, Thomas C.*) 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Elizabeth Wilson was a daughter of Thomas C. Wilson 
and Pauline (Goodman) Wilson and was born in about 1855. 

V. Lucy A. Wilson 
Lucy A. Wilson was a daughter of Thomas C. Wilson 
and Pauline (Goodman) Wilson. (1779 John', David?, Deborah*, Thomas C.*) 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Lucy A. Wilson was a daughter of Thomas C. Wilson 
and Pauline (Goodman) Wilson and was born in about 1857. 

Vi. Charles Lee Wilson 
Charles Lee Wilson was a son of Thomas C. Wilson 
and Pauline (Goodman) Wilson. (1779 John', David?, Deborah*, Thomas C.*) 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Charles Lee Wilson was a son of Thomas C. Wilson 
and Pauline (Goodman) Wilson and was born in about 1859. 

vil. Alice Wilson 
Alice Wilson was a daughter of Thomas C. Wilson 
and Pauline (Goodman) Wilson. (1779 John', David?, Deborah®, John N.*) 


0099D(070406) 629. 


In his letter dated July 27, 1998, Calvin Wilson stated that Alice Wilson was a 
daughter of Thomas C. Wilson and Pauline (Goodman) Wilson. 
vill. Sarah Catherine Wilson 
Sarah Catherine Wilson was a daughter of 
Thomas C. Wilson and Pauline (Goodman) Wilson. (1779 John’, David*, Deborah’, 
John N.*) 
In his letter dated July 27, 1998, Calvin Wilson stated that Sarah Catherine 
Wilson was a daughter of Thomas C. Wilson and Pauline (Goodman) Wilson. 
IX. Annie Wilson 
Annie Wilson was a daughter of Thomas C. Wilson 
and Pauline (Goodman) Wilson. (1779 John’, David*, Deborah®, John N.*) 
In his letter dated July 27, 1998, Calvin Wilson stated that Annie Wilson was a 
daughter of Thomas C. Wilson and Pauline (Goodman) Wilson. 
I. Frances E. M. (Wilson) Abbott, Her Husband Robert M. 
Abbott, And Her Descendants 
Frances E. M. (Wilson) Abbott was a daughter of Deborah 
(Wright) Wilson and William Wilson. (1779 John’, David?, Deborah’) 
Hinshaw listed the marriage bond of Frances E. M. Wilson, daughter of Deborah, 
and Robert M. Abbott on March 12, 1850, at Bedford County, Virginia, with John N. 
Wilson as surety and the marriage on March 12, 1850, by F. M. Barker. 





1850 Bedford County, Va Census by Marvin U. Neighbors listed Robert Abbott 
and Frances Abbott in the Deborah Wilson household and that Robert Abbott was aged 
23 and a laborer and Frances Abbott aged 23, indicating dates of birth in about 1827. 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets that stated that Frances E. M. Wilson was born in 1826 or 1827 at 
Bedford County, Virginia, and married Robert M. Abbott on March 12, 1850, at Bedford 
County, Virginia, and that Robert M. Abbott was born in 1827 and died on May 20, 
1833. 

In his letter dated July 27, 1998, Calvin Wilson enclosed family group sheets 
which stated that Frances W. M. Wilson was a daughter of Deborah (Wright) Wilson 
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and William Wilson, was born in February 1826, and married Robert M. Abbott on 
March 12, 1850, at Bedford County, Virginia, that Robert M. Abbott was born in about 
1827, and died on May 20, 1883, at Bedford County, Virginia, and that Frances W. M. 
(Wilson) Abbott and Robert M. Abbott had the following children: 
1) Nathan Dabney Abbott, born on June 3, 1851, at Bedford County, 
Virginia, 
2) Emma Jane (Abbott) Wilson, born on October 26, 1853, at Bedford 
County, Virginia, 
3) Nancy Ann (Abbott) Padgett, born on June 14, 1856, at Bedford County, 
Virginia, 
4) Frances Elizabeth (Abbott) Padgett, born on November 19, 1858, at 
Bedford County, Virginia, 
5) Robert Preston Abbott, born on June 22, 1861, at Bedford County, 
Virginia, 
6) William G. Abbott, born in March 1864, at Bedford County, Virginia, and 
7) Mary V. (Abbott) Agee, born in 1867, at Bedford County, Virginia. 
L. Nathan Dabney Abbott And His Wife Sallie (Padgett) 
Abbott 
Nathan Dabney Abbott was a son of Frances E. M. 
(Wilson) Abbott and Robert M. Abbott. (1779 John’, David’, Deborah’, Frances E. M.*) 
In his letter dated July 27, 1998, Calvin Wilson enclosed family group sheets 
which stated that Nathan Dabney Abbott was a son of Frances E. M. (Wilson) Abbott 
and Robert M. Abbott, was born on June 3, 1851, at Bedford County, Virginia, married 
Sallie Padgett on November 25, 1874, and died on January 24, 1927, at Norwood, 
Bedford County, Virginia. 
li. Emma Jane (Abbott) Wilson And Her Husband John 
William Wilson 
Emma Jane (Abbott) Wilson was a daughter of 
Frances E. M. (Wilson) Abbott and Robert M. Abbott. (1779 John’, David?, Deborah’, 


Frances E. M.*) 
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In his letter dated July 27, 1998, Calvin Wilson enclosed family group sheets 
which stated that Emma Jane Abbott was a daughter of Frances E. M. (Wilson) Abbott 
and Robert M. Abbott, was born on October 26, 1853, at Bedford County, Virginia, 
married John William Wilson on September 21, 1876, and died on June 6, 1885. 

lil. Nancy Ann (Abbott) Padgett And Her Husband 
Thomas S$. Padgett 
Nancy Ann (Abbott) Padgett was a daughter of 
Frances E. M. (Wilson) Abbott and Robert M. Abbott. (1779 John', David?, Deborah’, 
Frances E. M.*) 

In his letter dated July 27, 1998, Calvin Wilson enclosed family group sheets 
which stated that Nancy Ann Abbott was a daughter of Frances E. M. (Wilson) Abbott 
and Robert M. Abbott, was born on June 14, 1856, at Bedford County, Virginia, and 
married Thomas S. Padgett in 1874. 

IV. Frances Elizabeth (Abbott) Padgett And Her Husband 
Robert Booker Padgett 
Frances Elizabeth (Abbott) Padgett was a daughter of 
Frances E. M. (Wilson) Abbott and Robert M. Abbott. (1779 John’, David*, Deborah’, 
Frances E. M.*) 

In his letter dated July 27, 1998, Calvin Wilson enclosed family group sheets 
which stated that Frances Elizabeth Abbott was a daughter of Frances E. M. (Wilson) 
_____ Abbott and Robert M. Abbott, was born on November 19, 1858, at Bedford 
County, Virginia, married Robert Booker Padgett in 1875, died on November 20, 1923, 
and was buried at Timber Ridge Baptist Church Cemetery, Bedford County, Virginia. 

V. Robert Preston Abbott And His Wife Annie J. (Wilson) 
Abbott 
Robert Preston Abbott was a son of Frances E. M. 
(Wilson) Abbott and Robert M. Abbott. (1779 John’, David?, Deborah’, Frances E. M.*) 

In his letter dated July 27, 1998, Calvin Wilson enclosed family group sheets 
which stated that Robert Preston Abbott was a son of Frances E. M. (Wilson) Abbott 
and Robert M. Abbott, was born on June 22, 1861, at Bedford County, Virginia, married 
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Annie J. Wilson on December 20, 1882, died on April 23, 1935, and was buried at 
Grange Cemetery, Bedford County, Virginia. 
vi. William G. Abbott 
William G. Abbott was a son of Frances E. M. 
(Wilson) Abbott and Robert M. Abbott. (1779 John’, David*, Deborah’, Frances E. M.*) 

In his letter dated July 27, 1998, Calvin Wilson enclosed family group sheets 
which stated that William G. Abbott was a son of Frances E. M. (Wilson) Abbott and 
Robert M. Abbott, was born in March 1864 at Bedford County, Virginia, did not marry, 
and died in about 1902. 

vii. Mary V. (Abbott) Agee And Her Husband William O. 
Agee 
Mary V. (Abbott) Agee was a daughter of Frances 
E. M. (Wilson) Abbott and Robert M. Abbott. (1779 John', David?, Deborah*, Frances 
E. M.*) 

In his letter dated July 27, 1998, Calvin Wilson enclosed family group sheets 
which stated that Mary V. Abbott was a daughter of Frances E. M. (Wilson) Abbott and 
Robert M. Abbott, was born in 1867 at Bedford County, Virginia, and married William O. 
Agee in 1885. 

j. Edwin G. Wilson, His Wife Susan Martha (Cofer) Wilson, 
And His Descendants 
Edwin Wilson was a son of Deborah (Wright) Wilson and 
William Wilson. (1779 John’, David*, Deborah’) 

The 1850 Census for Bedford County, Virginia, lists Edwin Wilson in the 
household of Deborah Wilson and his age as 20 and born in Virginia. 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets that stated that Edwin G. Wilson was born in on March 19, 1828 or 
c. 1830 at Bedford County, Virginia, married Susan Martha Cofer on September 8, 
1856, at Bedford County, Virginia, and died on August 27, 1882, that Susan Martha 
(Cofer) Wright was born on April 15, 1838, and died on December 19, 1882, and that 
they had the following children: 
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1) William Wilson, born on March 12, 1857; 

2) Jacob Wilson, born in 1858; 

3) Sally (Wilson) Pool, born in 1859(7?); 

4) Triplett Wilson, born in December 1860; 

3) Edward Wilson, Jr., born in 1862; 

6) Susan Wilson, born in 1866; 

7) Lelia (Wilson) Newcomb, born in 1868; and 

8) _____ Wilson. 

L. William Wilson, His Wife ( ) Wilson, And 
His Descendants 
William Wilson was a son of Edwin G. Wilson and 
Susan Martha (Cofer) Wilson. (1779 John’, David*, Deborah®, Edwin G.*) 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that William Wilson was a son of Edwin G. Wilson and 
Susan Martha (Cofer) Wilson, was born on March 12, 1857, married, and died in 1936 
and that William Wilson and (___) Wilson had the following children: 

1) Eula Cofer Wilson, 

2) Bertha (Wilson) Dooley, 

3) Eugene Wilson, 

4) Willie Wilson, and 

9D) Olney Wilson. 


Il. Jacob Wilson 





Jacob Wilson was a son of Edwin G. Wilson and 
Susan Martha (Cofer) Wilson. (1779 John', David*, Deborah®, Edwin G.*) 
In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Jacob Wilson was a son of Edwin G. Wilson and Susan 
Martha (Cofer) Wilson, was born in 1858, and died in 1859. 
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it. oalley (Wilson) Pool, Her Husband Pool, And 
Her Descendants 
Salley (Wilson) Pool was a daughter of Edwin G. 
Wilson and Susan Martha (Cofer) Wilson. (1779 John’, David*, Deborah*, Edwin G.*) 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Salley Wilson was a daughter of Edwin G. Wilson and 
Susan Martha (Cofer) Wilson, was born in 1859(?), married ____—~Pool, and died in 
1952 and that Salley (Wilson) Pool and___ Pool had the following children: 

1) Susie Pool, and 

2) Ozzie Pool. 

IV. Triplett Wilson, His Wife Wilson, And His 
Descendants 
Triplett Wilson was a son of Edwin G. Wilson and 
Susan Martha (Cofer) Wilson. (1779 John’, David*, Deborah®, Edwin G.*) 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Triplett Wilson was a son of Edwin G. Wilson and Susan 
Martha (Cofer) Wilson, was born in December 1860, married, and died in 1933 and that 
Triplett Wilson ands (_____) Wilson had the following children: 

1) Vivian Wilson, 

2) Hallie Wilson, 

3) Nannie Sue Wilson, 

4) Hudie Wilson, 

3) Pauline (Wilson) Alcock, 

6) Collie (Wilson) Massie, 

7) Emnett (Emmett?) Wilson, 

8) Willie Wilson, 

9) Richard Wilson, 

10) Eugene Wilson, and 

11) Lee Wilson. 
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V. Edward Wilson, Jr., His Wife Wilson 
And His Descendants 
Edward Wilson, Jr., was a son of Edwin G. Wilson 
and Susan Martha (Cofer) Wilson. (1779 John’, David’, Deborah*, Edwin G.*) 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Edward Wilson, Jr., was a son of Edwin G. Wilson and 
Susan Martha (Cofer) Wilson, was born in 1862, married, and died in 1899 and that 
Edward Wilson, Jr., and 

1) Olive Wilson, 

2) Hettie Wilson, 

3) Eddie Wilson, 

4) Harry Wilson, 

5) Ralph Wilson, 

6) Leroy Wilson, and 

7) Conner (?) Wilson. 


Vi. Susan (Wilson Her Husband And 


(___) Wilson had the following children: 





Her Descendants 
Susan (Wilson) 

Wilson and Susan Martha (Cofer) Wilson. (1779 John', David*, Deborah’, Edwin G.*) 
In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 


was a daughter of Edwin G. 





group sheets which stated that Susan Wilson was a daughter of Edwin G. Wilson and 
Susan Martha (Cofer) Wilson, was born in 1866, and married, and that Susan (Wilson) 
___and_____—___had the following children: 
1) Celeste si, and 
2) sue Eddie _.. 
Vil. Lelia (Wilson) Newcomb, Her Husband 


Newcomb, And Her Descendants 





Lelia (Wilson) Newcomb was a daughter of Edwin G. 
Wilson and Susan Martha (Cofer) Wilson. (1779 John', David*, Deborah’, Edwin G.*) 
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In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Lelia Wilson was a daughter of Edwin G. Wilson and 
Susan Martha (Cofer) Wilson, was born in 1868, married ___ = Newcomb, and died in 
1942 and that Lelia (Wilson) Newcomb and ____ Newcomb had the following children: 

1) Willie Newcomb, 

2) Frank Newcomb, 

3) Letcher Newcomb, 

4) Elenor Newcomb, and 

5) Susie Newcomb. 

Vill. Wilson 
_____ Wilson was a child of Edwin G. Wilson and 
Susan Martha (Cofer) Wilson. (1779 John', David*, Deborah*, Edwin G.*) 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that____——~ Wilson was a child of Edwin G. Wilson and Susan 
Martha (Cofer) Wilson. 

kK. Jesse P. Wilson, His Wife Amanda (Cofer) Wilson, And His 
Descendants 
Jessee Wilson was a son of Deborah (Wright) Wilson and 
William Wilson. (1779 John', David*, Deborah’) 

The 1850 Census for Bedford County, Virginia, lists Jessee Wilson in the 
household of Deborah Wilson and his age as 16 and born in Virginia. 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets that stated that Jesse P. Wilson was born on September 18, 1832, at 
Bedford County, Virginia, married Amanda Cofer on October 12, 1854, at Bedford 
County, Virginia, and died on March 15, 1915, at Bedford County, Virginia, that Amanda 
(Cofer) Wilson was born on December 28, 1834, and died on July 30, 1909, at Bedford 
County, Virginia, and that they had the following children: 

1) Roderick Wilson, born on November 26, 1855; 

2) Sophia (Wilson) Bowling, born on May 23, 1857; 

3) John Wilson, born on January 30, 1859; 
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4) Nancy Jane (Wilson) Howard, born on May 7, 1860; 

5) Eliza (Wilson) Thomas, born on March 6, 1872; 

6) Amanda (Wilson) Chaffin; 

1) Elizabeth "Betty" (Wilson) Wilson; 

8) Minnie (Wilson) Hawkins, born on May 8, 1876; 

9) Maggie Wilson; 

10) Walter F. Wilson; and 

11) Connie Wilson, died at birth. 

In his letter dated July 27, 1998, Calvin Wilson enclosed family group sheets 
which stated that Jessee Wilson was a son of Deborah (Wright) Wilson and William 
Wilson, was born on September 18, 1832, married Amanda Cofer on October 12, 1854, 
and died on March 15, 1915, that Amanda (Cofer) Wilson was born on December 28, 
1834, and that Jessee Wilson and Amanda (Cofer) Wilson had the following children: 

1) Roderick J. Wilson, born on November 26, 1855, 

2) Sophia (Wilson) Bowling, born on June 23, 1857, 

3) Elizabeth "Betty" (Wilson) Wilson, born in 1859, 

4) Rosa Wright, 

5) Nancy Jane (Wilson) Howard, born on June 7, 1860, 

6) Amanda (Wilson) Chaffin, born on July 22, 1870, 

1) Maggie Wilson, born in 1871, 

8) Minnie (Wilson) Hawkins, born on May 8, 1876, 

9) Eliza (Wilson) Thomas, 

10) Walter Wilson, 

11) Connie Wilson, died at birth, and 

12) Ron Wilson. 

I. Roderick J. Wilson, His Wife Rosa (Down?) Wilson, 
And His Descendants 
Roderick J. Wilson was a son of Jesse P. Wilson and 
Amanda (Cofer) Wilson. (1779 John’, David*, Deborah’, Jesse P.*) 
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In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Roderick Wilson was a son of Jesse P. Wilson and 
Amanda (Cofer) Wilson, was born on November 26, 1855, and married Rosa Down(’?) 
and that Roderick Wilson and Rosa (Down?) Wilson had the following children: 

1) Louis Wilson, 

2) Floyd Wilson, 

3) Maude Wilson, and 

4) Dessie (?) Wilson. 

In his letter dated July 27, 1998, Calvin Wilson enclosed family group sheets 
which stated that Roderick J. Wilson was a son of Jessee Wilson and Amanda (Cofer) 
Wilson, was born on November 26, 1855, and married Rosa Downs. 

il. Sophie (Wilson) Bowling, Her Husband William Or 
Bouldin Bowling, And Her Descendants 
Sophie (Wilson) Bowling was a daughter of Jesse P. 
Wilson and Amanda (Cofer) Wilson. (1779 John', David*, Deborah’, Jesse P.*) 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Sophie Wilson was a daughter of Jesse P. Wilson and 
Amanda (Cofer) Wilson, was born on May 23, 1857, and married William or Bouldin 
Bowling and that Sophie (Wilson) Bowling and William or Bouldin Bowling had the 
following children: 

1) Berta Bowling, 

2) Julia Bowling, and 

3) Walter Bowling. 

In his letter dated July 27, 1998, Calvin Wilson enclosed family group sheets 
which stated that sophia Wilson was a daughter of Jessee Wilson and Amanda (Cofer) 
Wilson, was born on June 23, 1857, and married William Bowling. 

lil. John Wilson 
John Wilson was a son of Jesse P. Wilson and 
Amanda (Cofer) Wilson. (1779 John’, David*, Deborah’, Jesse P.*) 
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In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that John Wilson was a son of Jesse P. Wilson and Amanda 
(Cofer) Wilson, was born on January 30, 1859. 

IV. Nancy Jane (Wilson) Howard, Her Husband Allen 


Abram Howard, And Her Descendants 





Nancy Jane (Wilson) Howard was a daughter of 
Jesse P. Wilson and Amanda (Cofer) Wilson. (1779 John', David*, Deborah’, 
Jesse P.*) 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Nancy Jane Wilson was a daughter of Jesse P. Wilson 
and Amanda (Cofer) Wilson, was born on May 7, 1860, and married Allen Abram 
Howard and that Nancy Jane (Wilson) Howard and Allen Abram Howard had the 
following children: 

1) Eva (Howard) Belcher, 

2) Irvin Howard, 

3) Jimmy Howard, and 

4) Lawrence Howard. 

In his letter dated July 27, 1998, Calvin Wilson enclosed family group sheets 
which stated that Nancy Jane Wilson was a daughter of Jessee Wilson and Amanda 
(Cofer) Wilson, was born on June 7, 1860, and married Allen Abram Howard on June 1, 
1879. 

V. Eliza (Wilson) Thomas, Her Husband Thomas 
And Her Descendants 
Eliza (Wilson) Thomas was a daughter of Jesse P. 
Wilson and Amanda (Cofer) Wilson. (1779 John', David*, Deborah’, Jesse P.’*) 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Eliza Wilson was a daughter of Jesse P. Wilson and 
Amanda (Cofer) Wilson, was born on March 6, 1872, and married ss Thomas and 
that Eliza (Wilson) Thomas and _____ Thomas had the following child: 

1) Kyle Thomas or Wilson. 
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In his letter dated July 27, 1998, Calvin Wilson enclosed family group sheets 
which stated that Eliza Wilson was a daughter of Jessee Wilson and Amanda (Cofer) 
Wilson and married __—_—sdrThomaas. 

Vi. Amanda (Wilson) Chaffin, Her Husband Wyatt 
Chaflin, And Her Descendants 





Amanda (Wilson) Chaffin was a daughter of Jesse P. 
Wilson and Amanda (Cofer) Wilson. (1779 John', David*, Deborah’, Jesse P.*) 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Amanda Wilson was a daughter of Jesse P. Wilson and 
Amanda (Cofer) Wilson and married Wyatt Chaffin and that Amanda (Wilson) Chaffin 
and Wyatt Chaffin had the following children: 

1) Thelma (Chaffin) Lushbaugh, 

2) Lyle Chaffin, 

3) Terrell Chaffin, 

4) Ernest Chaffin, and 

5) Pernie (?) Chaffin. 

In his letter dated July 27, 1998, Calvin Wilson enclosed family group sheets 
which stated that Amanda Wilson was a daughter of Jessee Wilson and Amanda 
(Cofer) Wilson, was born on July 22, 1870, married Wyatt Chafin, and died on 
september 30, 1951. 

Vil. Elizabeth "Betty" (Wilson) Wilson And Her Husband 
Charlie Wilson 
Elizabeth "Betty" (Wilson) Wilson was a daughter of 
Jesse P. Wilson and Amanda (Cofer) Wilson. (1779 John’, David*, Deborah’, 
Jesse P.*) 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 

group sheets which stated that Elizabeth "Betty" Wilson was a daughter of Jesse P. 


Wilson and Amanda (Cofer) Wilson and married Charlie Wilson. 
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In his letter dated July 27, 1998, Calvin Wilson enclosed family group sheets 
which stated that Elizabeth "Bettie" Wilson was a daughter of Jessee Wilson and 
Amanda (Cofer) Wilson, was born in 1859, and married Charles Champ Wilson. 


Vill. Minnie (Wilson) Hawkins, Her Husband Eugene 


Hawkins, And Her Descendants 





Minnie (Wilson) Hawkins was a daughter of Jesse P. 
Wilson and Amanda (Cofer) Wilson. (1779 John’, David?, Deborah’, Jesse P.*) 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Minnie Wilson was a daughter of Jesse P. Wilson and 
Amanda (Cofer) Wilson, was born on May 8, 1876, married Eugene Hawkins,, and died 
on May 29, 1928, that Eugene Hawkins was born on October 9, 1872, and died on 
June 28, 1939, and that Minnie (Wilson) Hawkins and Eugene Hawkins had the 
following children: 

1) Clyde Hawkins, born on September 11, 1902, and 

2) Jesse Lee Hawkins, born on December 31, 1913. 

In his letter dated July 27, 1998, Calvin Wilson enclosed family group sheets 
which stated that Minnie Wilson was a daughter of Jessee Wilson and Amanda (Cofer) 
Wilson, was born on May 8, 1876, married Eugene Clifton Hawkins, and died on 
May 28, 1928. 

Ix. Maggie Wilson 
Maggie Wilson was a daughter of Jesse P. Wilson 
and Amanda (Cofer) Wilson. (1779 John’, David*, Deborah’, Jesse P.*) 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Maggie Wilson was a daughter of Jesse P. Wilson and 
Amanda (Cofer) Wilson and died young. 

In his letter dated July 27, 1998, Calvin Wilson enclosed family group sheets 
which stated that Maggie Wilson was a daughter of Jessee Wilson and Amanda (Cofer) 
Wilson, was born in 1871, and died on July 7, 1891. 
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x Walter F. Wilson, His Wives Josephine "Josie" 
(Wooldridge) Wilson And Lil (Walker) Wilson, And His 


Descendants 
Walter F. Wilson was a son of Jesse P. Wilson and 
Amanda (Cofer) Wilson. (1779 John’, David*, Deborah’, Jesse P.*) 

In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Walter F. Wilson was a son of Jesse P. Wilson and 
Amanda (Cofer) Wilson, married first Josephine "Josie" Wooldridge, married second Lil 
Walker, and that Walter F. Wilson and Josephine "Josie" (Wooldridge) Wilson had the 
following children: 

1) Floyd Wilson, 

2) Howard Boyd Wilson, 

3) Henry Vernon Wilson, 

4) Chandler White Wilson, 

3) Genevieve Wilson, 

6) Amanda Josephine Wilson, 

7) Florence Dalton (Wilson) Smith, and 

8) Helen Cleo (Wilson) Caudill. 

In his letter dated July 27, 1998, Calvin Wilson enclosed family group sheets 
which stated that Walter Wilson was a son of Jessee Wilson and Amanda (Cofer) 
Wilson and married Josie Wooldridge. 

The Wooldridge Family by William C. Wooldridge stated as follows with regard to 
Walter F. Wilson and Josephine “Josie” A. (Wooldridge) Wilson: 


“shi Josephine “Josie” A.’, b. ca. 1882, md. Bedford Co. VA Feb 12, 1901, 
Walter F. Wilson (a farmer, b. ca. 1874, son of Jessie P. and Amanda Wilson). 
They both were born and resided in Bedford Co. The marriage record gives her 
father, Andrew J. Wooldridge. Robert N. Grant of Menlo Park CA in 1994 named 
children (surname WILSON): Floyd, Howard Boyd, Henry Vernon, Chandler 
White, Genevieve, Amanda Josephine, Florence Dalton, Helen Cleo” 


XI. Connie Wilson 
Connie Wilson was a daughter of Jesse P. Wilson 
and Amanda (Cofer) Wilson. (1779 John', David*, Deborah*, Jesse P.*) 
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In his letter dated August 12, 1988, Judge Lawrence A. Belcher enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Connie Wilson was a daughter of Jesse P. Wilson and 
Amanda (Cofer) Wilson and died at birth. 

In his letter dated July 27, 1998, Calvin Wilson enclosed family group sheets 
which stated that Connie Wilson was a daughter of Jessee Wilson and Amanda (Cofer) 
Wilson and died at birth. 

C. John Wright, His Wife Wright, And His Descendants 

John Wright was a son of 1779 John Wright of Prince Edward County and 
Anne (Pryor) Wright. (1779 John’) 

As set forth above in connection with 1805 Thomas Wright of Campbell County, 
Superior Court of Law and Chancery at Lynchburg, Virginia, Files 525 and 578 show 
that one set of parties were the children and further descendants of 1779 John Wright, 
that Thomas Wright, the son of 1779 John Wright, had died in 1805, and that he had a 
brother John Wright who had predeceased him and who had left a son John Wright, 
who was the named party in the suit. 

The cross-complaint of Prior Wright, James Wright, John Wright, Robert 
Coleman, Elizabeth Coleman, Mayes Pendleton, James Wooldridge, and Mary 
Williamson filed probably before September 13, 1819, alleged in part as follows: 


",... Your Orators and Oratrices beg leave to state that the said Thomas Wright 
was never married; That his heirs and next of kin him surviving were his two 
brothers to wit your Orators Prior Wright and James Wright your Orator John 
Wright the only child of his brother John Wright who died before him your Orator 
Robert Coleman and your Oratrix Elizabeth Coleman the children of his sister 
Nancy Coleman who also died before him, your Oratrix Mary Williamson his 
sister who was a widow at his death, Mayes Pendleton the grandchild of Nancy 
Coleman his sister as aforesaid, and James Woolridge also a grandchild of the 
said Nancy... ." 


Although the names of the Coleman grandchildren are not precisely the same as in the 
Will of 1779 John Wright, the common identity of three sons and two daughters makes 
it clear that the same family is involved. The cross-complaint stated that 1779 John 
Wright's son John had predeceased his brother Thomas Wright and the file included a 
copy of the will of Thomas Wright dated October 24, 1805, and probated December 9, 
1805, at Campbell County, Virginia. It is clear that John Wright, the son of 1779 John 
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Wright, died prior to December 9, 1805. However, it also seems probable that this John 
Wright predeceased his father 1779 John Wright, since the will of 1779 John Wright 
dated March 18, 1775, gave 30 pounds to 1779 John Wright's grandson Thomas 
Wright and 15 pounds to a John Wright, without the relationship indicated. That gift is 
more consistent with a gift to a grandchild than to a son and by implication suggests the 
death of the son before the death of the father. 

The Douglas Register listed two John Wright marriages in Goochland County, 
Virginia, where 1779 John Wright of Prince Edward County resided until 1758. The first 
was of John Wright and Judith or Judah Easley on Lickinghole which would have 
occurred before February 1756. This marriage has been identified in the part of this 
work for John Wright (Goochland County Carpenter) as his marriage. The second 
marriage was of John Wright and Judith Barns, which would have occurred before 
March 22, 1759, the date of birth of their son Benjamin. This second marriage may 
_ have been that of John Wright, the son of 1779 John Wright of Prince Edward County, 
but further research will be required to establish that identification. 

On September 1, 1774, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Loose Papers 
in an accounting between Pryor Wright and Ross & Hook, John Wright was listed as a 
payee of 10£ on May 16, 1772: 


"Dr = Mr Pryor Wright Sterl Currency 
1772 to Ross & Hook 
May 6 To 1% Yards Cheeks 2.3 

7 To 2 quarts Rum 3. 

16 To John Wright 10. 


Since this accounting also listed a payment to Thomas Wright, another brother of Pryor 
Wright, this record may refer to John Wright, the brother of Pryor Wright, and would 
indicate that he survived until at least May 16, 1772. However, further research will be 
required to confirm this identification. 

From the evidence set forth above, the child of John Wrightand___—(___si*) 
Wright was the following: 
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1) John Wright, born before October 1807 and probably before February 

1780 and possibly before March 18, 1775. 
1. John Wright 
John Wright was a son of John Wrightand_—s (__)W Wright. 

(1779 John’, John*) 

The cross-complaint of Prior Wright, James Wright, John Wright, Robert 
Coleman, Elizabeth Coleman, Mayes Pendleton, James Wooldridge, and Mary 
Williamson filed probably before September 13, 1819, alleged in part as follows: 


".... Your Orators and Oratrices beg leave to state that the said Thomas Wright 
was never married; That his heirs and next of kin him surviving were his two 
brothers to wit your Orators Prior Wright and James Wright your Orator John 
Wright the only child of his brother John Wright who died before him your Orator 
Robert Coleman and your Oratrix Elizabeth Coleman the children of his sister 
Nancy Coleman who also died before him, your Oratrix Mary Williamson his 
sister who was a widow at his death, Mayes Pendleton the grandchild of Nancy 
Coleman his sister as aforesaid, and James Woolridge also a grandchild of the 
said Nancy... ." 

John Wright, son of John Wright and the grandson of 1779 John Wright, had to 
have been born within approximately nine months of the date on which is father is 
known to have been dead, that is, December 9, 1805. The date of birth would thus be 
before October 1806. If the grandson John's father had died before the grandfather, 
then the date of birth would have been probably before ten months after the date of 
death of the grandfather or before February 1780. Since this grandson John Wright 
joined in the Lynchburg Superior Court of Law and Chancery litigation, his date of death 
would be after the date of the cross-complaint or after September 13, 1819. 

D. Nancy Or Ann (Wright) Coleman, Her Husband Samuel Coleman, And 

Her Descendants 
Nancy or Ann (Wright) Coleman was a daughter of 1779 John Wright of 
Prince Edward County and Anne (Pryor) Wright. (1779 John’) 

The Douglas Register listed the marriage of Samuel Coleman and Ann Wright, 

both of Goochland Parish, on March 30, 1756, as well as the following births: 
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"Samuel Coleman & Ann Wright a Daughter named Jeanie born Jul: 18, 1756. 
Baptized 1757 Mar. 6. p.50. 


Sam: Coleman & Ann Wright a Daughter named Jeanie born Jun: 22, 1759. 
Baptized 1/62 May 10. p.63. 


Sam: Coleman & Ann Wright a Son named David born Jun: 6, 1762. Baptized 

1762 May 10. p.63." 
The baptizing of two children as Jeanie indicates that Jeanie #1 probably died before 
the birth of Jeanie #2 on June 22, 1759, and the parents simply transferred the name to 
the next child, a common practice at that time of high infant mortality. 

The will of 1779 John Wright dated March 18, 1775, and probated on April 20, 
1779, at Prince Edward County, Virginia, W.B. 1/218, referred to his grandchildren Ann 
and David Coleman, clearly indicating that he had a daughters (Wright) Coleman: 


".... Item | give and bequeath unto my grandDaughter Ann Coleman my negro 
girl named sue to the Heirs of her body lawfully begotton also one feather Bed 
and if she shold fail of such Heir than the said negro girl sue and her Increase | 
give unto my grand son David Coleman & his Heirs & if he should die without 
heir or under the age of twenty one years my will and desire is that the said 
negro girl sue with her Increase assend & return unto my son James Wright & 
his Heirs forever... ." 

Jeanie #2 was probably also known as Ann, as in Jeanne Ann, and, therefore, is 
the same person as the grandchild Ann named in 1779 John Wright's will. This would 
also be consistent with Ann being named in the will first and David second as in the 
order of their births. Since Ann (Wright) Coleman was not named in the will of 1779 
John Wright and her children were, she was probably dead before the will was written 
on March 18, 1775. 

In his letter dated March 21, 1987, William C. Wooldridge stated that the will of 
Samuel Coleman was probated in 1803 in Buckingham County, Virginia. Although the 
records of Buckingham County were largely destroyed by fire in 1869, an extant copy of 


the will of Samuel Coleman was published in a genealogical magazine in 1978. 
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In her letter dated November 16, 1987, Hazel Lee Martin enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that the will of Samuel Coleman was probated on July 11, 1803, at 
Buckingham County, Virginia. 

In his letter dated December 21, 1988, Ronald D. Coleman stated that a copy of 
the will of Samuel Coleman was found in 1971 or 1972 by a relative of Sue Booker 
Christian in the trunk of the Christian family in Virginia and the will provided as follows: 


"In the name of God Amen - | Samuel Coleman of the county of Buckingham 
being sick and weak in body but of perfect mind and memory do make this my 
last will and testament. This fourth day of April one thousand eight hundred and 
three. 


Item 1-1 lend to my wife during her natural life or widowhood all the lands in my 
possession (except one hundred and fifty acres, being the land my son William 
Coleman sold to Robert Harris) and the following negroes, Tom, Charles, 
Bartley, Dick, Nan, Rose, Cloe, Pattey, Judea, Anica, Jane, Agg, and Dabney 
with all my stock of every kind, household and kitchen furniture, and after her 
death to be divided among my children as undermentioned. 

2nd - | give unto my two sons Robert and John Coleman and their heirs forever 
my land below and joining Bent Creek to a branch which runs up to Richard 
Phelp's line according to valuation. 


3rd - | give unto my son-in-law Robert Harris one hundred and fifty acres above 
mentioned and his heirs forever it being part of that land | purchased of 
Williamson Burnett, and the balance of the said tract of land with an entry 
adjoining, | give to my son Drury Coleman to him and his heirs forever. 


4th - | give to my son Samuel Coleman all the land above Bent Creek, and 
another tract below said Creek and above the branch that runs to Richard 
Phelp's line, to him and his heirs forever. | also give unto my sons Samuel and 
Drury Coleman thirty pounds each as soon as they come of age, to be levyed out 
of my estate. 


oth - | give unto my son, James Coleman one negro man named Frederick. | 
give unto my daughter Ann Wooldridge five shillings cash. | give unto my 
daughter Liza Coleman fifty pounds cash, and after the death of my wife 
Elizabeth Coleman, my wish is that the negroes | lend to my wife namely, Tom, 
Charles, Bartley, Dick, Nan, Rose, Cloe, Patty, Judea, Anaca, Jane, Agg, and 
Dabney and their increase to be equally divided amongst my children, namely 
George Coleman, Sally Pendleton, wife of Mace Pendleton, Mary Pendleton, 
Frances Harris, wife of Robert Harris, Betsy Coleman, Ann Mourning Coleman 
and my grandchildren, Benjamin Pendleton had by my daughter Jane to come in 
as one legatee, and all my stock of every kind with all my household furniture, 
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after the death of my wife, | give to my children that is to possess my negroes. | 
appoint John Harris, Senr. and Edward Doss Ex'rts to this my last will and 
testament. In testimony where of | have put my hand and affixed my seal the 
day and year mentioned. 


Samuel Coleman 


signed and sealed and delivered in the presence of us 
James Doss 
Wm. S. Diuguid 
Isaac Neighbours 
George Diuguid signed the day after the others" 
This record identifies the children of Samuel Coleman as follows: 
Wife: Elizabeth (____) Coleman 
Children: 1) William Coleman, 
2) Robert Coieman, 
3) John Coleman, 
4) Frances (Coleman) Harris, 
5) Drury Coleman, born after April 4, 1782, 
6) Samuel Coleman, born after April 4, 1782, 
7) James Coleman, 
8) Ann (Coleman) Wooldridge, 
9) Liza Coleman, 
10) George Coleman, 
11) Sally (Coleman) Pendleton, wife of Mace Pendleton, 
12) Mary Pendleton, 
13) Betsy Coleman, 
14) Ann Mourning Coleman, and 
15) Jane (Coleman) Pendleton. 
Elizabeth (___) Coleman was Samuel Coleman's second wife and it is not clear from 
the will alone which children belonged to the first or second marriage. However, the 
listing in the complaint in File 578 of Robert and Elizabeth as children of Nancy and of 
Mayes (or Mace) Pendleton and James Wooldridge as grandchildren of Nancy 


indicates that the children from the first marriage were Robert Coleman, Ann (Coleman) 
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Wooldridge, Liza Coleman or Betsy Coleman, either of which are contractions for 
Elizabeth and may be the same person, and Sally (Coleman) Pendleton. The absence 
of David Coleman from the will indicates that he may have died before April 4, 1803. 

In Wright v. Fleming, Lynchburg Superior Court of Law and Chancery File 578, 
the cross-complaint of Prior Wright, James Wright, John Wright, Robert Coleman, 
Elizabeth Coleman, Mayes Pendleton, James Wooldridge, and Mary Williamson listed 
Nancy Coleman as a daughter of 1779 John Wright: 


".... Your Orators and Oratrices beg leave to state that the said Thomas Wright 
was never married; That his heirs and next of kin him surviving were his two 
brothers to wit your Orators Prior Wright and James Wright your Orator John 
Wright the only child of his brother John Wright who died before him your Orator 
Robert Coleman and your Oratrix Elizabeth Coleman the children of his sister 
Nancy Coleman who also died before him, your Oratrix Mary Williamson his 
sister who was a widow at his death, Mayes Pendleton the grandchild of Nancy 
Coieman his sister as aforesaid, and James Wooiridge aiso a grandchild of the 
said Nancy... ." 


Similarly, in the deposition of John Harris, Sr., dated February 1, 1821, in File 
578, Nancy (Wright) Coleman was identified as a sister of Pryor, James, John, and 
Thomas Wright, the children of 1779 John Wright: 


"He was acquainted with Thomas Wright Decd of Campbell County and knows 
that Pryor Wright, James Wright, was brothers of Thomas Wright Decd and John 
Wright a Brother's son of John Wright, who was Brother of Thomas Wright Decd, 
& Robert Coleman & Elizabeth Coleman children and heirs of Nancy Coleman 
Decd, who was sister of Thomas Wright Decd, James Wooldridge, and Mace 
Pendleton grandsons of Nancy Coleman Decd who was sister of Thomas Wright 


Decd of Campbell County." 

In her letter dated November 16, 1987, Hazel Lee Martin enclosed family group 
sheets which listed Samuel Coleman's date of birth as approximately 1728 at 
Goochland County, Virginia. 

From the evidence set forth above and additional evidence set forth below, the 
children of Nancy Ann (Wright) Coleman and Samuel Coleman were the following: 

1) Jeanie Coleman #1, born on July 18, 1756, at Goochland County, 
Virginia, and probably died as an infant before June 22, 1759, 
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2) Jeanie or Ann (Coleman #2) Wooldridge, born on June 22, 1759, at 
Goochland County, Virginia, 

3) David Coleman, born on January 6, 1762, at Goochland County, Virginia, 

4) Sally (Coleman) Pendleton, born about 1754 or 1755 at Buckingham or 
possibly Albemarle County, Virginia, 

3) Robert Coleman, born about 1766 at Buckingham County, Virginia, and 

6) Elizabeth Coleman, born in 1/768 at Buckingham County, Virginia. 

1. Jeanie Coleman #1 
Jeanie Coleman #1 was a daughter of Nancy Ann (Wright) 

Coleman and Samuel Coleman. (1779 John’, Nancy Ann?) 

The Douglas Register listed the following birth record of Jeanie Coleman #1: 

"Samuel Coleman & Ann Wright a Daughter named Jeanie born Jul: 18, 1756. 

Baptized 1757 Mar. 6. p.50." | 

Thereafter there was a listing of a second Jeanie born to Samuel Coleman and 
Ann (Wright) Coleman on June 22, 1/759, suggesting that the first Jeanie had died 
before June 22, 1759, and the parents had named their second daughter Jeanie also, a 


common practice at that time. 


2: Jeanie Or Ann (Coleman #2) Wooldridge, Her Husband James 
Wooldridge, And Her Descendants 
Jeanie or Ann (Coleman #2) Wooldridge was a daughter of Nancy 
Ann (Wright) Coleman and Samuel Coleman. (1779 John', Nancy Ann?) 
The Douglas Register listed the following birth record of Jeanie Coleman #2: 
"Sam: Coleman & Ann Wright a Daughter named Jeanie born Jun: 22, 1759. 
Baptized 1/62 May 10. p.63." 
The will of 1779 John Wright of Prince Edward County dated on March 18, 1775, 
and probated on April 20, 1779, at Prince Edward County, Virginia, W.B. 1/218 listed 
Ann Coleman as his grandchild: 


",... Item | give and bequeath unto my grandDaughter Ann Coleman my negro 
girl named sue to the Heirs of her body lawfully begotton also one feather Bed 
and if she shold fail of such Heir than the said negro girl sue and her Increase | 
give unto my grand son David Coleman & his Heirs & if he should die without 
heir or under the age of twenty one years my will and desire is that the said 
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negro girl sue with her Increase assend & return unto my son James Wright & 
his Heirs forever... ." 


The will of Samuel Coleman dated April 4, 1803, and probated on July 11, 1803, 


at Buckingham County, Virginia, listed Ann (Coleman) Wooldridge as one of his 
daughters: 


oth - | give unto my son, James Coleman one negro man named Frederick. | 
give unto my daughter Ann Wooldridge five shillings cash... .” 


In Wright v. Fleming, Lynchburg Superior Court of Law and Chancery File 578, 
the cross-complaint of Prior Wright, James Wright, John Wright, Robert Coleman, 
Elizabeth Coleman, Mayes Pendleton, James Wooldridge, and Mary Williamson James 
Wooldridge was identified as a grandson of Nancy (Wright) Coleman: 


".... Your Orators and Oratrices beg leave to state that the said Thomas Wright 
was never married; That his heirs and next of kin him surviving were his two 
brothers to wit your Orators Prior Wright and James Wright your Orator John 
Wright the only child of his brother John Wright who died before him your Orator 
Robert Coleman and your Oratrix Elizabeth Coleman the children of his sister 
Nancy Coleman who also died before him, your Oratrix Mary Williamson his 
sister who was a widow at his death, Mayes Pendleton the grandchild of Nancy 


Coleman his sister as aforesaid, and James Woolridge also a grandchild of the 
said Nancy... ." 


Similarly, in the deposition of John Harris, Sr., dated February 1, 1821, James 


Wooldridge was identified as a grandson of Nancy (Wright) Coleman: 


"He was acquainted with Thomas Wright Decd of Campbell County and knows 
that Pryor Wright, James Wright, was brothers of Thomas Wright Decd and John 
Wright a Brother's son of John Wright, who was Brother of Thomas Wright Decd, 
& Robert Coleman & Elizabeth Coleman children and heirs of Nancy Coleman 
Decd, who was sister of Thomas Wright Decd, James Wooldridge, and Mace 
Pendleton grandsons of Nancy Coleman Decd who was sister of Thomas Wright 


Decd of Campbell County." 

The listing in the will of 1779 John Wright of two of Nancy (Wright) Coleman's 
children as Ann and David, the probability that Jeanie #1 was then deceased, and the 
listing of David Coleman as the third child in the Douglas Register born to Samuel 
Coleman and Nancy Ann (Wright) Coleman, indicated that Jeanie Coleman #2 was 


probably also known as Ann, as in Jeanie Ann. The result is that the Ann Coleman of 
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1779 John Wright's will became the Ann (Coleman) Wooldridge of 1803 Samuel 
Coleman's will and the mother of James Wooldridge named in File 578. 

In his letter dated March 21, 1987, William C. Wooldridge further stated that 
although the evidence is not certain, Ann Coleman probably married James Wooldridge 
(1760-1839) of Campbell and Prince Edward Counties. 

In her letters dated March 9 and May 4, 1995, Linda Stufflebean enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Ann "Nancy" Coleman was a daughter of Ann (Wright) 
Coleman and Samuel Coleman, was born about 1764 at Virginia, married James 
Wooldridge about 1796, and died before October 1807 at Botetourt County, Virginia, 
that James Wooldridge was born on November 26, 1/760, at Chesterfield County, 
Virginia, and died before October 11, 1839, at Prince Edward County, Virginia, and that 
Ann "Nancy" (Coleman) Wooldridge and James Wooldridge had the following children: 

1) John James Wooldridge, born about 1797 at Virginia, 

2) Rebecca (Wooldridge) Bandy, born in May 1799 at Virginia, 

3) Samuel C. Wooldridge, born in February 1803 at Virginia, and 

4) Nancy (?) Wooldridge, born about 1805 at Virginia. 

The Wooldridge Family by William C. Wooldridge stated as follows with regard to 
James Wooldridge: 


“James’, b. Chesterfield Co. VA Nov. 26, 1760, d. 1839/40, md. (1st) ca. 1784 
___, (2nd) probably in Buckingham Co. VA ca. 1796 Ann Coleman (b. by 1775, 
d. ca. 1807; dt. of Samuel Coleman and Ann Wright), possibly (8rd) Frances 
(Elam) Staples (b. ca. 1770, d. in or near Lynchburg Jan. 1853; widow of 
Garland Staples; dt. of Richard Elam). Born in Chesterfield Co. according to his 
pension application, he would have moved west as an infant or child with his 
father [9] John Wooldridge to John’s new land in the eastern half of Bedford Co., 
the part which became Campbell Co. in 1782. 


This was a particularly rich recruiting ground in the Revolution, perhaps because 
its relatively new population included numbers of young men. A sample 
suggests that the single county of Bedford produced one soldier in every 25 
fielded from Virginia; only Culpeper contributed more.” 


James was among those entering the militia. His pension application describes 
his service:'° 
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That he entered the service of the United States as well as he recollects 
the 1st day of April 1775 as a private under the command of Capt. James 
Dixon and ensign John Roper, he met at Thompsons near the Long 
Mountain in Bedford (now Campbell) and marched through the county of 
Franklin and on to the lead mines in the county of Montgomery, where 
Col. Lynch'' commanded, he with twelve or eighteen men under the 
command of Ensign Roper [Rosser?] were sent down to Red Island 
river(?), to guard the powder mills, where we remained four or five weeks, 
he was then ordered back to the lead mines and after one tour of three 
months had expired, he was discharged, don't recollect whether he 
received a written discharge, that he left Colo: Lynch there when he was 
discharged, that in this tour he volunteered. 


Virginia’s revolutionary government, the Convention, in late March 1775 called 
for the organization of volunteer militia units in each county. James seems to 
have been a part of this first effort to raise a force. The rendezvous at Long 
Mountain was near present Rustburg. The Montgomery Co. lead mines were the 
only ones in the colonies capable of sustained production of the lead needed for 
ammunition. Charles Lynch ran the operation, and Virginia retained him in 
command when it took over the lead mines in 1776. Although the dates don't 
match, the powder mills at Red Island River(’?) -- the question mark is in the 
Original -- may refer to Reed Island. In the autumn of 1775, Charles Lynch, 
already manufacturing powder in Bedford Co., discovered saltpeter deposits 
eight miles downstream from the lead mines in present-day Wythe “on New 
River where a small river called Reed Island empties into the New.”” 


The application continues: 


That in the spring of 1776 he again volunteered and marched as a private 
under the command of Capt. Robert Adams and Lt. Thomas McReynolds, 
that he met at Thompsons in Bedford (now Campbell), marched direct 
along the main western road to the lead mines, where he found Colo: 
Lynch still in command, that he remained at that place three months and 
was discharged, if the received a written discharge he does not recollect 
it, that he served a third tour, he volunteered and marched the last of 
March or first of April 1777 under the command of Capt. James Dixon, 

Lt. Christopher Irvine and James Russell ensign, that he met at London in 
the County of Bedford now Campbell and marched from thence to Goose 
Creek in the same County, where we remained a few days until joined by 
Capt. Henry Buquets(?) and there both companies marched in company 
with each other to the Big Island on the Holston river where we joined the 
main army commanded by Colo: Shelby, after remaining there a short 
time Capt. Dixon’s company was ordered to the Rye cove on Clinch river, 
where there was a garrison, and families of the frontier settlers had come 
in there for protection against the Indians; he here saw Major Martin who 
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had command of the fort at that place, that they remained at that place 
until ordered back to the big island to the treaty and was present at the 
treaty he saw several of the Indian chiefs, among them Sconsto or a 
name resembling it, and the Little Carpenter we remained there untill after 
the treaty and were discharged after serving a tour of six months, received 
a written discharge signed by Colo: Shelby which he lost or mislaid. 


The British had stirred up the Cherokees against the settlers in southwestern 
Virginia and COL. William Christian and COL. Evan Shelby (1720-1794) 
retaliated in 1776. The campaign '° was successful and two Cherokee chiefs, 
Little Carpenter and Oucanastota (“Sconsto or a name resembling it’) with their 
entourage travelled to Williamsburg, discussed peace, and danced on the palace 
green for the admiring colonials, returning for the treaty at Long Island (not Big 
Island) the following July.“ 


A participant remembered that after the 1776 campaign, “Col. Christian 
reorganized the army and six hundred men were retained on the long island. 
Capt. Martain with eighty men were ordered to the ricove [Rye Cove] fort about 
50 miles [elsewhere 8 miles away in present Scott Co.] from the North fork of the 
Clinch .. . Capt. Martain remained here untill about the first of May, at which time 
his company was ordered back to Long Island at which place he remained until 
the first of July, 1777, when the treaty of peace was finally concluded beetween 
the Indians and Whites .... This Indian [Litthe Carpenter] was a man of fine 
sense, had been to England some years before and could speak English with as 
mutch fluence as any of us.” The treaty of Long Island confirmed to Virginia all 
the Cherokee land east of the Blue Ridge, not only allowing settlers to return to 
their homes but also opening the way to the Cumberland Gap. 


That he served a fourth tour[,] substituted for a man by the name of Joel 
Ferguson that he met at Buckingham CourtHo; as well as | now recollect 
the latter part of November 1778 and marched as a private under the 
command of Capt. William Diuguid, Lt. John Burke [Burks, Bunko?], he 
does not recollect the name of his ensign, to the Albemarle Barracks, 
where Colo: Cale(?) had the command, he served in this tour three 
months, and was discharged, that he does not recollect whether he 
received a written discharge, that he was in no engagements in any of the 
different tours he served. 


substitutes tended to be relatively young men who welcomed the money 
available for going in someone else’s stead.'° The Albemarle Barracks were on 
Ivy Creek and gave their name to Barracks Road in Charlottesville. The British 
prisoners captured at Saratoga were moved to Albemarle in late 1778, arriving in 
January 1/779; the militia from nearby counties were assembled to guard them 
there.'’ “The assignment was good duty because to obscure the state’s 
economic plight, standing orders called for both captives and guards to be ‘very 


0099D(070406) 655. 


liberally and sumptuously supplied.” On the other hand, both prisoners and 
guards sometimes lacked sufficient food, and in April the guards were described 
as “badly armed, worse clothed, and scarcely at all disciplined.””® 


When he applied for his pension in 1833, James still had at least four surviving 
friends whom he had known since the Revolution: Robert Watkins, John Hunter, 
Olive Branch and Giles Davidson. 


James’s father died in 1781 or 1782, so as a young man returned from the war 
James became the head of the family. It fell to him, from 1783 to 1786, to divide 
his father’s land among himself and his brothers and sisters. See the discussion 
under [9] John Wooldridge. Since there was no will, James as eldest son 
inherited the land, and it seems he voluntarily allocated it among the siblings. 


Daniel Marshall assignee of Charles Massay, and separately, William Ellington 
sued James in Prince Edward Co. in 1784 and 1785, but the suits abated 
because James did not live in that county." 


James was on the Campbell tax lists in 1782, 1785, 1787-89 (Prince Edward 
1791), 1792-98, 18900-01, and 1803. Then he is missing for a number of years, 
reappearing in Buckingham 1810-12 and also in Campbell in 1812 and Prince 
Edward in 1813-14. After another break, he was in Campbell in 1820, 1822, 
1825-26, and 1830. He had too little property to pay much in taxes (e.g., nothing 
in 1787), and in some of the years he is not on the list, he may have been 
present but omitted because he was not liable for taxes or because he was 
working for someone who paid the tax. He said in his 1833 pension declaration 
that he had always lived in Campbell until a few years ago when he moved to 
Prince Edward. However, he may have gone wherever in the neighboring 
counties work was available. For example, his pension mentions meeting a man 
at Buckingham Courthouse, and he was “of Prince Edward’ in 1783. 


By or soon after the peace he probably married his first wife (unidentified), since 
their daughter Mary married in 1803. His autograph consent, preserved in 
Campbell, reads: “You will please grant to Reubin Hill Licence to marry my 
Daughter Polly Wooldridge as | am agreed and willing to the same. | am sir your 
obt James Wooldridge 8th January 1803.” But James's first wife may have died 
soon, because no other children from this period can be positively identified. 
Daniel Wooldridge [252] is a possibility; see under [59] Richard Wooldridge. 


Aside from the deeds disposing of his father’s land and the tax listings, there are 
few records of James. In 1783 James Wooldridge of Prince Edward Co. sold to 
James Dixon of Campbell, perhaps his former militia commander, “one Negro 
wench named Sue about two and twenty years old” for £100. Isaiah Tucker, Nat 
Patterson and Thomas B. Patterson witnessed the bill of sale. After recording, 
the instrument would have been returned to the purchaser, and through some 
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miracle of synchronicity and internet commerce the signed original came home 
to James Wooldridge’s descendant, the compiler, via eBay, in 2001. 


James was surety on the marriage bond of Abner Coffee and Christiana Kelly 
(daughter of John Kelly) in Prince Edward in 1791. Years later in Prince Edward, 
a Betty Ann Wooldridge*’ was named on a marriage bond as the mother of 
Catherine Kelly who married [61] William Wooldridge in 1812, but no connection 
to James is apparent. 


In the late 1790's James married Ann “Nancy” Coleman (before 1775 - ca. 
1807), daughter of Samuel and Ann (Wright) Coleman of Buckingham Co. 
Samuel Coleman’s 1803 will names his daughter Ann Wooldridge. James and 
Nancy (Coleman) Wooldridge’s son [276] Samuel C(oleman?) Wooldridge was 
born in Prince Edward Co. in 1803. See entry for [276.x.] Isom Wooldridge. A 
suit which began in 1819 names their son [274] John J(ames?) Wooldridge.”' 
Something displeased Samuel Coleman about his daughter or son-in-law: alone 
among the children receiving legacies, Ann Wooldridge was cut off with five 
shillings. Sometimes a parent would advance a child’s interest to him or her 
before death, but the five shillings sounds more like a disinheritance. Samuel C. 
[276] Wooldridge and probably Ann's other Wooldridge children were born in 
Prince Edward Co. However, Samuel Coleman's instincts were sound. It 
appears that James and Ann separated and that Ann died in Botetourt Co., 
where the children of Nancy Wooldridge (deceased) John, Rebecca, and 
Samuel Wooldridge -- were bound out in 1807. John, born in 1797, is 
elsewhere positively identified as the son of James Wooldridge. See the entry 
for [274] John J(ames?) Wooldridge. However, James and Ann’s apparent 
eldest daughter, [273] Nancy (Wooldridge) Martin (who named a son Coleman 
Martin), born in the mid 1790's, is not among the Botetourt orphans -- did she 
stay with James or someone else in the family making binding unnecessary? 


Finally, James formed a household with and perhaps, after Ann’s death, married 
a Staples, likely a widow Staples. The 18/79 Bedford County death record of 
James’s daughter [277] Keziah “Kissey” (Wooldridge) Wright identifies her 
parents as James and Mrs. Staples, which suggests a widow. On the other 
hand, the middle name of James's son [278] Peter Staples Wooldridge suggests 
a wife whose maiden name was Staples.* The Staples were from Buckingham, 
and if there were a marriage, record of it was lost with Buckingham’s other 
records. See Addenda. 


At his death, [278] Peter's mother’s name was given as “Mary,” but the most 
probable widow Staples was Richard Elam’s daughter Frances (md. Campbell 
1790 Garland Staples). Garland’s estate was in the 1804 Buckingham land tax 
lists, and Frances Staples the widow disposed of some of his real estate in 1806. 
Campbell DB 7:454 (Frances Staples to Andrew Stanton, both of Campbell, “her 
claim to a parcel in Campbell conveyed to her and her husband Garland Staples 
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by Isaac Staples by deed in Buckingham, that part of tract which may fall to 
share of my two sons as per said deed, David and Robert, being 2/3 of 100 
acres undivided, for and during continuance of my right thereto’). Isaac Staples, 
apparently Garland’s father, must have had quirks of his own. When he 
disappeared from Campbell in 1816 owning “25 acres, location not know,” the 
tax collector entered by his name “Dead and gone to the ***,” the only such 
editorial comment ever observed in the many thousands of names in tax lists 
read over the years.“ They were crusty folks. One Isaac Staples from 
Buckingham applied for a Revolutionary War pension from Adair Co. KY. The 
application usually included a minister's endorsement, to prevent fraudulent 
claims. Isaac skipped that part, explaining he was new to the county and had 
“no acquaintance with any clergyman in this place.” 


From the just-quoted Frances Staples deed, it sounds as if she were dividing the 
undivided tract and converting her dower interest from a one-third life interest in 
the whole to a life interest in about 33 acres. At the same time, she was 
releasing any claim to the other 67 acres and selling them on behalf of her two 
minor sons. 


James Wooldridge had lived near them or perhaps even worked for Garland 
Staples as early as 1791, for James Wooldridge and Garland Staples were 
adjacent on a Nov. 7, 1791, legislative petition to establish a new tobacco 
inspection site.*° 


Frances (Elam) Staples’s father probably was related to the Elams back in 
Chesterfield who had married James Wooldridge’s aunts. She had an Elam 
brother with the relatively unusual name of Lewellen.*’ James Wooldridge and 
Mrs. Staples’s daughter Keziah Wooldridge was born in 1807, and sons Peter 
Staples Wooldridge and Lewellen Wooldridge in the next few years, by 1810. 
(Keziah is identified as James's daughter on her marriage bond; for Peter and 
Lewellen, see [278] Peter Staples Wooldridge.) Mrs. Staples may be the woman 
over 45 with [66] James Wooldridge in the 1820 Campbell census and the 
woman born 1760-70 with Peter Wooldridge in the 1830 Campbell census. She 
lived to an advanced age. Peter Wooldridge paid Diuguid Funeral Home in 
Lynchburg for the burial of his mother on Jan 19, 1853 (microfilm records, Jones 
Library, Lynchburg). 


James and his family appeared in the 1820 Campbell census: a man and 
woman over 45 (James and perhaps Fraces (Elam) Staples), a girl 16-25 
(perhaps [273] Nancy), a girl 10-16 ({[277] Keziah), two boys 10-16 ({[278] Peter 
and [279] Lewellen), and a girl under 10 (perhaps Mary G./Jane Wooldridge). In 
1830 James was by himself. 


McKinney and Thornton, probably merchants, as assignees of James 
Wooldridge sued Asa Driscoll and Henry Willard in Price Edward in 1826. 
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Although James had not owned real estate since disposing of his father’s farm, 
he appears, mystifyingly, on the 1830 Campbell real property tax lists and as a 
grantor conveying 27 acres to Green Webb.” From the tax lists he seems to 
have resumed possession in 1834, perhaps because he was not paid. 
Ultimately, the property was sold for taxes. James last shows on a real property 
tax list in 1835-39 with one acre, which sounds like a homestead exemption. 
There is no deed in for the 27 acres. Conceivably it represented James’s 
mother’s dower interest which ultimately came back to James; the tract sold to 
Green webb, as described in the deed, could fit within the limits of James’s 
father's property. When James's brother [68] John had sold his 100-acre share 
in 1792, he had conveyed 75 instead of 100 acres. Or possibly the 27 acres 
came to James via Frances (Elam) Staples, although it does not seem to match 
the 33 acres she kept in 1806. 


By 1830 James was 70 years old. He may have been growing feeble. His 1833 
pension application says he moved about three years ago from Campbell to 
Prince Edward -- one would assume to live with a son or married daughter, but 
that is not spelled out. Then he moved back to Campbell in 1836 -- in 1839 he 
was described as a resident of Campbell for three years and previous thereto, of 
Prince Edward Co. In addition to his old friends previously mentioned, he said 
Rev. Thomas A. LeGrand, Archer A. LeGrand, Capt. William Pattison, Alexander 
Pattison, Capt. Thomas Grant, and Dr. Joel W. Flood*? could vouch for his 
character, and he furnished an affidavit signed by Rev. LeGrand and Charles 
Farrar. He received the final payment on his pension on October 7 or 11, 1839, 
so he died after that date and before March 4, 1840, when the next payment 
would have been due.*' Children include (surname WOOLDRIDGE): 272. Mary, 
2/3. ? Nancy, 274. John J., 275. Rebecca (md. Bandy), 276. Samuel C., 277. 
Keziah (md. Wright), 278. Peter Staples, 279. Lewellen J.” 


a. John James Wooldridge, His Wife Sarah (Schrader) 
Wooldridge, And His Descendants 
| John James Wooldridge was a son of Ann "Nancy" 
(Coleman) Wooldridge and James Wooldridge. (1779 John’, Nancy Ann?, Ann®) 
The will of Samuel Coleman dated April 4, 1803, and probated on July 11, 1803, 
at Buckingham County, Virginia, listed Ann (Coleman) Wooldridge as one of his 


daughters: 


t 


oth - | give unto my son, James Coleman one negro man named Frederick. | 
give unto my daughter Ann Wooldridge five shillings cash. .. .” 
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In Wright v. Fleming, Lynchburg Superior Court of Law and Chancery File 578, 
the cross-complaint of Prior Wright, James Wright, John Wright, Robert Coleman, 
Elizabeth Coleman, Mayes Pendleton, James Wooldridge, and Mary Williamson James 
Wooldridge was identified as a grandson of Nancy (Wright) Coleman: 


".... Your Orators and Oratrices beg leave to state that the said Thomas Wright 
was never married; That his heirs and next of kin him surviving were his two 
brothers to wit your Orators Prior Wright and James Wright your Orator John 
Wright the only child of his brother John Wright who died before him your Orator 
Robert Coleman and your Oratrix Elizabeth Coleman the children of his sister 
Nancy Coleman who also died before him, your Oratrix Mary Williamson his 
sister who was a widow at his death, Mayes Pendleton the grandchild of Nancy 
Coleman his sister as aforesaid, and James Woolridge also a grandchild of the 
said Nancy... ." 
Similarly, in the deposition of John Harris, Sr., dated February 1, 1821, in 
Lynchburg Superior Court of Law and Chancery File 578 James Wooldridge was 
identified as a grandson of Nancy (Wright) Coleman: 


"He was acquainted with Thomas Wright Decd of Campbell County and knows 
that Pryor Wright, James Wright, was brothers of Thomas Wright Decd and John 
Wright a Brother's son of John Wright, who was Brother of Thomas Wright Decd, 

& Robert Coleman & Elizabeth Coleman children and heirs of Nancy Coleman 

Decd, who was sister of Thomas Wright Decd, James Wooldridge, and Mace 

Pendleton grandsons of Nancy Coleman Decd who was sister of Thomas Wright 

Decd of Campbell County." 

The implication is clear that the grandson James Wooldridge of File 578 was the son of 
Ann (Coleman) Wooldridge named in the wills of 1779 John Wright of Prince Edward 
County and Samuel Coleman. 

In her letters dated March 9 and May 4, 1995, Linda Stufflebean enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that John James Wooldridge was a son of Ann "Nancy" 
(Coleman) Wooldridge and James Wooldridge, was born about 1797 at Virginia, and 
married Sarah Schrader on January 8, 1824 at Tazewell County, Virginia. 

In her email dated August 23, 1997, Joyce L. Knoch stated that John James 
Wooldridge was a son of Ann (Coleman) Wooldridge and James Wooldridge, was born 
about 1/797 at Prince Edward County, Virginia, and married Sarah Schrader and that 


Sarah (Schrader) Wooldridge was born in about 1803 at Tazewell County, Virginia. 
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The Wooldridge Family by William C. Wooldridge stated as follows with regard to 
John James Wooldridge: 


“John J(ames?) (“Tazewell’?), b. 1797, d. 1840-42, md. Tazewell Co. VA Jan. 8, 
1824, Sarah Srader or Shrader or Schrader (b. ca. 1805, d. after 1850, md. 2nd 
in Tazewell July 26, 1842, Thomas C. Bandy). 


The middle initial “J,” may stand for James. His mother Ann (Coleman) 
Wooldridge, had a son referred to as James, apparently 21 or older in 1819, a 
party in the suit cited in the discussion of Ann (Coleman) Wooldridge in the entry 
for [66] James. The plaintiffs were “the heirs and next of kin of him [the said 
Thomas Wright... never married] surviving were his two brothers to wit your 
Orators [i.e. equity plaintiffs] Prior Wright and James Wright, your Orator John 
Wright the only son of his brother John Wright who died before him, your Orator 
Robert Coleman and Oratrix Elizabeth Coleman the children of his sister Nancy 
Coleman who also died before him, your Oratrix Mary Williamson his sister who 
was a widow at his death, Mayes Pendleton the grandchild of Nancy Coleman 
[wife of Samuel Coleman] his sister as aforesaid, and James Wooldridge also a 
grandchild of the said Nancy’ [emphasis added]. 


As John Wooldridge, orphan, age 10, of Nancy Wooldridge, he was bound to 
Frederick Thrasher in Botetourt Co. in October 1807. Charles T. Burton, 
Botetourt Co. Children (Troutville VA n.d., 1970's?), not paginated. In Wythe Co. 
(southwest Virginia) on November 9, 1813, John Woolridge orphan of James 
Woolridge upwards of 14 years old chose Galbreath Hamilton guardian “for the 
purpose of learning a trade of tanner and currier with Hamilton.” Mary B. Kegley, 
The Lost Children of Wythe Co. Virginia 1790-1878 (Wytheville 1995), p.111, 
(The “orphan” designation in practice means “without parents to provide 
support”; the courts commonly referred to a child whose mother was alive but 
whose father was dead as an orphan. It is less common when the father is alive, 
but [274] John’s father was back in the Prince Edward/Campbell area, long 
separated from his mother, and his mother was dead.) John [274] had possibly 
run away from his master in Botetourt (Frederick Thrasher was still in Botetourt 
in the 1810 and 1820 enumerations). 


John made his way back from southwest VA to Campbell Co. before settling 
permanently in Tazewell Co. It is difficult to sort out the various John 
Wooldridges who appear in the Campbell Co. personal property tax lists. 
“John J. Wooldridge” (with the middle initial) appeared only one year, in 1819, 
John “son [of] James” was on the 1825 list. On Jan. 8, 1824, John I. (easy to 
confuse the capital letters |. and J.) Wooldridge was married to Sarah Srader 
(Shrader), in Tazewell Co. (southwest Virginia) by John Peery. John Newton 
Harman, Sr., Annals of Tazewell Co., Virginia, vol. 1 (1923, 1975), p.72. 
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A check of the Tazewell Co. personal property tax lists from 1812 to 1842 found 
John J. Wooldridge’s first appearance in 1824. He was absent in 1825 (the year 
John “son James” appears on the Campbell list), then reappeared from 1826 to 
1830 as John Wooldridge (— Wolderidge in 1827). In the 1830 Tazewell Co. 
census, John Wooldridge, 30-40, had one female 20-30 (wife Sara) and two 
males under 5 in his household. He does not show on the Tazewell lists from 


1831 to 1842. 


He is lost to sight except for one apparent final appearance. In the 1840 
Campbell Co. census, there was a Tazwell Wooldridge. In 1840, James 
Wooldridge appeared on the Campbell or Prince Edward tax lists. The name 
Tazewell Wooldridge does not appear in the tax lists in that or any other year in 
this period. One imagines that John J. Wooldridge of Tazewell Co., perhaps 
home in connection with [66] James Wooldridge’s estate, was called “Tazwell” to 
distinguish him from other John Wooldridges. In this census, John himself (that 
is, “azwell’) is one bracket too old (50-60), but his wife is correct (30-40). The 
children can fit, except [i.] James, who could have left home by then, is missing. 
The “Tazwell” Wooldridge household was comprised of one male under 5 ([v.] 
Thomas Richard Bandy?), one male 5 to 10 (William C.?), and two females 5 to 
10 (Nancy and Jane?). John must have died within the next year or two. Sally 
was remarried by Methodist William McGuire in Tazewell Co. on July 16, 1842, 
to Thomas C. Bandy. Bandy was probably kin to [275] Rebecca Wooldridge’s 
husband. Harman, Annals, 1:117, 2:321. Children from Tazewell Co. censuses 


(surname WOOLDRIDGE): 

i James?® b. Tazewell Co. VA ca. 1826.... 

iF Nancy,” b. ca. 1830 (twin?), d. after 1895. Perhaps married a Rose (see 
the lawsuit cited under [ili.] William C. Wooldridge, referring to “Nancy Rose, a 
sister of the deceased” William C. Wooldridge). .. . 


iii. William Carr ° b. ca. 1830 (twin?). ... 


iv. Jane,® b. ca. 1834... ." 


I. James Wooldridge, His Wife Sarah Jane (Patterson) 
Wright, And His Descendants 
James Wooldridge was a son of John James 
Wooldridge and Sarah (Schrader) Wooldridge. (1779 John’, Nancy Ann’, Ann’, John 


James’) 
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The Wooldridge Family by William C. Wooldridge stated as follows with regard to 
James Wooldridge: 


“.,.. Children from Tazewell Co. censuses 
(surname WOOLDRIDGE): 


I. James? b. Tazewell Co. VA ca. 1826, d. probably IL, Oct. 25, 1892, md. 
ca. 1850 Sarah Jane (Ann?) Patterson, (b. Tazewell Co. VA 1830, d. there Feb. 
25, 1907). Death dates, name of wife, and data on children from a family group 
sheet provided by James's descendant Shirley Wooldridge of Fullerton, CA, in 
1977. She cited J. H. G. Brinkerhoff, History of Marion Co. IL (Indianapolis 
1909), pp. 836, 840. James and his wife “Sarah Ann” were by themselves in the 
1850 Tazewell Co. census. They moved to Vermillion Co. IL about 1860 and 
were in the 1860, 1870, and 1880 censuses there. James farmed thereuntil 
1885, then moved to Marion Co. IL, where he owned a 120 acre farm. He and 
Sarah at first were members of the Christian Church, then joined the Latter-Day 
Saints (at whose splendid Family History Library in Salt Lake City the compiler 
finally found a microfilmed copy of Brinkerhoff with much of this data). Children 
(surname WOOLDRIDGE): 


A. Sara J.’ b. June 18, 1851 


B. William Calvin ’ b. “near Jefferson” Tazewell Co. VA Aug. 30, 1853 
(or Aug. 31 per Tazewell vital statistics which name parents James and Sarah 
Ann Wooldridge), d. July 26, 1910, md. April 12, 1880, Alice Edgington or 
Edgerton (dt. of Henry Edgerton and Nancy Beard). Data from his 
granddaughter Shirley Wooldridge of Fullerton CA in 1977. Perhaps he was 
named for his uncle [iii.] William C. Wooldridge. He had a productive 110 acre 
farm in Marion Co., operated a mill and threshing machine, was a school 
director, constable, and solid Democrat. His wife belonged to the Latter-Day 
saints. Children (surname WOOLDRIDGE: Lulu (d. July 26, 1908, md. Ole 
Henson), Mertie (md. Hugh Kelso of Xenia IL), Ethel (married Frank Friend of 
Xenia IL), Sadie, Grover Cleveland (b. Crawford Co. IL Aug 28, 1888, d. Dixon IL 
June 2, 1963, md. May 17, 1912, Effie Leona Miller, b. Crawford Co. IL Feb 25, 
1892; parents of Shirley Wooldridge who furnished data), Nannie, Opal, George, 
Bernice, Bernard 


C. James R.’, b. Tazewell Co. VA Nov. 2, 1855, md. Prescott KS 
Oct. 11, 1888, Bertha Ham (b. Marshall Co. IL Dec. 7, 1866; dt. of Ira J. Ham 
and Martha J. Torrey). The vital statistics in Tazewell record his birth but 
confuse the name. He lived at home and worked on his father’s farm until he 
was 28, and continued on the farm after his father's death. He was a Democrat 
and a member of the Latter-Day Saints. James and Bertha had no children. 
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D. Elizabeth’ b. Tazewell Co. VA Oct. 30, 1857 (Nov. 1857 in 
Tazewell vital statistics), d. IL 1865 (cemetery) 


a Lucinda’ b. Dec. 28, 1859, d. IL 1865 (cemetery) 
= George W.’ b. March 25, 1862, d. IL 1865 (cemetery) 
G.  KyleC.’b. Jan. 27, 1864, d. ca. 1889 


H. Martha E.’ b. Jan. 1, 1866, d. by 1909, md. Chadwick Thomas. 
They had three children. 


[. Emma’ b. Feb. 20, 1868, md. Ed Miller 
Jt Mertie’ b. June 4, 1872, apparently d. by 1880 census 
K. Julia T.’ b. Jan. 28, 1870. She was in Danville IL in 1909.” 


il. Nancy (Wooldridge) Rose, Her Husband Rose 
And Her Descendants 
Nancy (Wooldridge) Rose was a daughter of John 
James Wooldridge and Sarah (Schrader) Wooldridge. (1779 John’, Nancy Ann’, Ann®, 
John James”) 


The Wooldridge Family by William C. Wooldridge stated as follows with regard to 
Nancy Wooldridge: 


“IL. Nancy,° b. ca. 1830 (twin?), d. after 1895. Perhaps married a Rose (see 
the lawsuit cited under [iii.] William C. Wooldridge, referring to “Nancy Rose, a 
sister of the deceased” William C. Wooldridge). In the 1850 census of Tazewell 
Co., Nancy and her two oldest children were living in the household headed by 
Louise Swader (Shrader), age 70. Was Louise the mother of the Sarah Shrader 
who married [274] John J. Wooldridge? Children (surname WOOLDRIDGE, not 
Rose): 


A. Polly,’ b. ca. 1845 

B. John S.,’ b. ca. 1848 

C. Albert,’ b. ca. 1855, md. (1st) by Pastor Eli B. Rose in McDowell 
Co. WV Feb. 2, 1877, to Margaret Cooly (b. ca. 1855), (2nd) Tazewell Co. VA 
March 18, 1883, Cosby Louthay or Louthan or Southon (b. ca. 1861, dt. of 


James and Barbara Southern). Both parties were 22 at the first marriage; both 
were “widowed” for the second, the record of which identifies Albert's mother as 
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Nancy Wooldridge. The first marriage was recorded in Tazewell as having taken 
place at the McDowell Co. Court House. 


lil. William Carr Wooldridge, His Wife Mary (Rose) 
Wright, And His Descendants 
William Carr Wooldridge was a son of John James 
Wooldridge and Sarah (Schrader) Wooldridge. (1779 John', Nancy Ann’, Ann®, John 
James’) 
The Wooldridge Family by William C. Wooldridge stated as follows with regard to 
William Carr Wooldridge: 


“iii. William Carr ® b. ca. 1830 (twin?), d. McDowell Co. WV Sept. 1895, md. 
“within the year” (per 1850 Tazewell census) to Mary C. (Rose?) (b. 1835). A 
later lawsuit implies his death date and involves several members of this family. 
Wooldridge v. Wooldridge, 72 S.E. 654 (WV 1911). The suit concerns land in 
McDowell Co. WV, owned by William C. and his son James Wooldridge, “on 
Long Branch waters of Big Creek better known as the James Wooldridge Mill.” 
McDowell Co. WV was created from Tazewell Co. VA so it is possible the 
change from Tazewell to McDowell did not represent an actual move. 


William’s middle name is uncertain. William’s brother [i.] James had a son 
William Calvin Wooldridge. Deeds in Tazewell make William's middle name look 
like “Case” or “Care,” but his granddaughter Geneva, daughter of [I] George 
Washington, gave his name as Carr. Another descendant, Maggie M. Woolridge 
(she used the Woolridge spelling) of Gary WV in 1977 said Carl or Kial (cf. Kyle, 
child of [i.] James above), and also supplied his wife’s maiden name, Rose. 


William C., Mary and their children appeared, between a James Sparks family 
and a household with Bandy members, in the 1860 census of Tazewell Co. VA, 
and their household included a Vicy or Ursy Wooldridge, 95, not identified. Vicy 
or Ursy should appear somewhere in 1850, perhaps not exactly 85 then, and 
perhaps not even as a Wooldridge, since the enumerators sometimes erred 
when a last name was different from that of the head of the household. In the 
1870 Tazewell Co. VA census, William C. Wooldridge had $200 in real and $200 
in personal property. William and Mary's children are variously identified in 
Tazewell Co. VA and McDowell Co. WV marriage records, the law case 
previously cited, in the 1850, 1860, and 1870 Tazewell and 1880 McDowell 
censuses, and in a group sheet from Maggie Woolridge, which also includes 
Albert, but Albert is here attributed to [ii.] Nancy because his marriage record 
identifies her as his mother. Children (Surname Wooldridge): 


A. James,’ b. Dec. 1850, md. McDowell Co. WV July 18 1879, Mary 
Stevenson (b. March 1863). By 1900, Mary had had nine children, seven of 
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whom were living. From the 1900 McDowell Co. WV census, children (surname 
WOOLDRIDGE): George (Nov. 1880), Albert (April 1884), Isabelle (Dec. 1885), 
Rosa (Feb. 1887), John L. (June 1889), Lilly (Nov. 1890), William M. (Dec. 1897) 


B. John Henry’ b. Tazewell Co. VA April 11, 1853 (per Vital Statistics), 
md. there Oct. 12, 1875, Rebecca Walrond (b. VA April ca. 1860). Henry 
Wooldridge was a plaintiff in the lawsuit discussed under [ili.] William C. 
Wooldridge. He was living near his parents in the McDowell Co. WV 1880 
census. By 1900, Rebecca had had eight children, six of whom were living. 
Children from 1880 and 1900 McDowell Co. censuses (surname 
WOOLDRIDGE): Jashuey R. (dt. b. ca. 1877; not traced; there is a Narcissa 
Wooldridge b. ca. 1876 who md. in McDowell Nov. 14, 1892, Paris W. Marrs), 
Albert J. (b. May ca. 1878), William C. (b. 1879, 8/12 yr. old in 1880 census), 
Dock (b. Nov. 1889), George (b. Sept. 1891) 


C. Sarah “Sallie,”” b. Jacobs Fork, Tazewell Co. VA July 3, 1855, md. 
by A. P. Brewster in McDowell Co. WV Jan. or April 26, 1877, to George W. 
Deskins (b. ca. 1857). The vital statistics include her birth. She was with her 
family in 1870 Tazewell Co. VA census. In 1900 the Deskins family was 
enumerated in Tazewell; relatives said they lived in the Dix Creek area. A 
granddaughter or great-granddaughter, Rhonda —, supplied by e-mail in 2000 
names of children (surname Deskins): John W. (Feb. 1879), Rachel (March 
1881), Rebecca L. (Oct. 1883), Greever I. (Nov. 1885), Mary Elisa (b. Oct. 6, 
1886, d. Nov. 5, 1980, md. July 19, 1903, Daniel B. Christian; Rnonda’s 
ancestors), Arthur A. (Feb. 1889), Marion M. (July 1890) 


D. Jane’ b. ca. 1859, md. in McDowell Co. WV Nov. 15, 1881 or 
Nov. 16, 1883, James Thomas “Tom” Bruster (Brewster). She was with her 
family in the 1870 Tazewell Co. VA and 1880 McDowell Co. WV censuses. 
Perhaps this is two different marriages, as Jane is age 20 in the 1881 record and 
age 24 in the 1883 record, but the law case cited under [iii.] William C. 
Wooldridge identifies her as the wife of a Brewster. At least two sons of 
James S. Brewster married Wooldridge daughters. 


E. Richard’ b. ca. 1862, d. McDowell Co. WV ca. 1892-1895, md. 
McDowell Co. WV June 20, 1884, Molly Bruster (or Brewster) (b. Jewel Ridge VA 
Sept. 10, 1860, d. Buchanan Co. VA Feb. 23, 1944, dt. of James S. Bruster and 
Fanny S. Shrader of Tazewell Co. VA). Data from Maggie M. Woolridge of Gary 
WV in 1997. Richard was with his family in the 1870 Tazewell Co. VA census 
and was a farm laborer living with his family in the 1880 McDowell Co. census. 
His birthdate is indicated as ca. 1862 in 1870, and ca. 1865 at his marriage. 
“The story is told that Richard fell out of an apple tree and was killed at a very 
young age, leaving his wife Mollie and several small children.” Children include 
(surname WOOLDRIDGE): John Lee (b. Brewsterdale WV July 10, 1893, d. 
skygusty, McDowell Co. WV May 15, 1979, md. Peterstown WV Aug. 4, 1920 
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Carrie Lee Martin, b. Feb. 11, 1895, dt. of Robert Lee Martin and Rena Bee 
Vaughan) 


P Ellen (Elendor? Eleanor?)’ b. Tazewell Co. VA March 9, 1867, md. 
McDowell Co. WV Oct 8, 1884, William Dan Bruster (b. ca. 1866). She was with 
her family in the 1880 McDowell Co. census. Citing Tazewell Co. birth records, 
Maggie M. Woolridge of Gary WV in 1997 supplied the date of birth for Ellen and 
[C] Sarah. She reported, “Ellen lived on Long Branch on a 100-acre farm. She 
is supposed to be buried at the graveyard there. Their son Walter was knocked 
in the head and killed. It was reported that he made and sold moonshine. He 
carried a lot of money with him because he didn't believe in banks. Story told to 
me by Drewy Day on Aug. 9, 1983, at his home.” 


G. Belle (Isabel)’ b. ca. 1871, md. McDowell Co. WV Jan. 30, 1893, 
James E. Myers. She was with her family in the 1880 McDowell Co. census. In 
1870, Isabelle shows as 2 years old; it's unclear whether she died and they 
reused the name, or whether she was born earlier than the 1880 census 
indicates. 


H. Mary’ b. ca. 1873, md. McDowell Co. WV June 4, 1894, George W. 
Sizemore. She was with her family in the 1880 McDowell Co. census. 


l. George Washington’ b. April 8, 1875, d. Columbus OH Aug. 15, 
1949, bur. Vincent (Vinton?) OH, md. (1st) McDowell Co. WV March 24, 1897, 
Jennie [Virginia] McClure (b. ca. 1879, d. 1900; dt. of Fremont Clay McClure and 
Nancy Emmaline Daniels), md. (2nd) McDowell Co. WV Oct 4, 1906, Peggy 
McClure (b. ca. 1889, living in Columbus OH in 1951; a sister of Jennie 
McClure). The family moved to Ohio sometime after the 1906 marriage. For the 
first marriage, the certificate gives his age as 22, hers as 18, and the place of 
marriage as Mary Wooldridge’s (probably G. W.’s mother). George was with his 
family in the 1880 McDowell Co. census. In the 1900 McDowell Co. census, 
George, widowed, was a teamster, 25, boarding with Samuel Collins. His wife 
Jennie had died in childbirth with Geneva, and the two children were raised by 
their grandmother Nancy McClure, according to George Washington 
Wooldridge’s grandson Bill Wooldridge of San Antonio TX in 1999, who 
furnished notes from his Aunt Geneva. In the 1900 census, Fremont McClure 
had two grandchildren, Fremont and Geneva, who were not identified as 
Wooldridges but who were in fact the children of George and Jennie McClure 
Wooldridge. Children (surname WOOLDRIDGE): 


(with Jennie McClure) 
l. COL William Fremont® (went by Fremont), b. Filbert WV 


Jan. 2, 1898, d. San Antonio TX March 16, 1985, md. Ft. Monroe VA Aug. 6, 
1924, Eleanor Helga Lund (b. Poughkeepsie NY March 11, 1902, d. San Antonio 
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Feb. 12, 1987, dt. of Hans Lund and Anna Quinlan). According to his son COL 
William D. “Bill? Wooldridge, “My father [Fremont] had very little association with 
his father and second wife and family. My father returned to WV after World 
War |, stayed a bit, and left home to reenlist. He decided he wasn't going to look 
at the south end of a northbound mule the rest of his life. To my knowledge, he 
only visited the family on their farm in Vinton [Vincent?] OH once or twice. My 
mother and | went with him and slept on bedding with corn shucks, ate meals 
cooked on a wood burning stove, etc. Grannie McClure raised Fremont (my 
Dad) and [Geneva].” His obituary, supplied by Peggy Byam of Arlington TX, 
notes that he entered the Army as an enlisted man and retired as Adjutant 
General of the 4th U.S. Army. He was in an artillery unit in World War | and 
served in the Philippines in the early 1920's. When he died a spokesman said, 
“His sole purpose in the Army was to serve the soldier. He was an enlisted man 
from 1917 to 1940, when he was commissioned, so he had a feeling for the 
soldier.” After his retirement he earned a bachelor's degree at Trinity University 
in TX. 


lI. Nanny Geneva® (went by Geneva), b. Jan. 1, 1900 (4/12 
year old in 1900 census), d. Gary, McDowell Co. WV (age 99!) Sept. 23, 1999, 
md. Charles Newton Myers (d. 1950). Her notes named McClure relatives and 
her Wooldridge brothers and sisters. She wrote that when her father remarried 
(1906), he “took Brother Fremont with him, probably came back often to 
Grandma [McClure] that | was with. They wanted me to live with them, | was so 
attached to my grandma, | would cry and not stay. After Brother [Fremont] got 
any size, old enough to start school, he came and stayed with us and went to 
school. I’ve often thought all Brother or | ever expected to be we owed to our 
Godly grandmother. She was a Saint if there ever was one.” Geneva also 
remembered her borrowed blue velvet wedding dress — “hard times back then.” 


(with Peggy McClure; order uncertain) 


Il. Loyd? 

IV. Cleo? 

V. Lawrence® 

VI. — Annie® md. — Bales, lived War WV 
Vil. Herbert® 


Vill. Etheline® or Ethelyene md. — Bingham; lived Elbert WV 
IX. Frances® md. — Cape 

X. Dorothy® md. — Cook, lived Reynoldsburt OH 

Xl. Edna® md. — George, lived Columbus OH 


J. Grattan’ “Grat,” b. ca. 1878, md. McDowell Co. WV Dec. 8, 1897 
Theresa L. Myers (b. ca. 1859). He was with his family in the 1880 McDowell 
Co. census. Son (surname WOOLDRIDGE): William Bryant (b. Brewster Dale, 
probably Raleigh Co. WV, Jan. 29, 1900, d. Sept. 27, 1982, bur. Blue Ridge 
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Memorial Gardens, Raleigh Co. WV, md. Dec. 19, 1922 Margaret “Maggie” Gray 
Ford) 


K. Fannie,’ b. McDowell Co. WV Nov. 8, 1880, md. there March 24, 
1897, William Day (b. ca. 1870), Maggie M. Woolridge of Gary WV in 1997 and 
George Washington Wooldridge’s daughter [I] Geneva both named her. She 
was born after the 1880 census was taken.” 


iv. Jane Wooldridge 
Jane Wooldridge was a daughter of John James 
Wooldridge and Sarah (Schrader) Wooldridge. (1779 John’, Nancy Ann’, Ann®, John 
James’) 
The Wooldridge Family by William C. Wooldridge stated as follows with regard to 
Jane Wooldridge: 


“IV. Jane,® b. ca. 1834. In the 1850 Tazewell Co. census in the household 
headed by her stepfather Thomas C. Bandy, b. 1803, and her mother Sally, b. 
1805.” 


b. Rebecca (Wooldridge) Bandy, Her Husband Andrew Bandy, 


And Her Descendants 

Rebecca (Wooldridge) Bandy was a daughter of Ann 
"Nancy" (Coleman) Wooldridge and James Wooldridge. (1779 John’, Nancy Ann, 
Ann?) 

In her letters dated March 9 and May 4, 1995, Linda Stufflebean enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Rebecca Wooldridge was a daughter of Ann "Nancy" 
(Coleman) Wooldridge and James Wooldridge, was born in May 1799 at Virginia, and 
married Andrew Bandy about 1817 at possibly Botetourt County, Virginia, that Andrew 
Bandy resided in 1830, 1840, and 1850 at Lawrence County, Ohio, and that Rebecca 
(Wooldridge) Bandy and Andrew Bandy had the following children: 

1) George Bandy, born about 1816 at Virginia, 

2) Samuel Coleman Bandy, born about 1818 at Virginia, 

3) Martha (Bandy) Hobble, born about 1823 at Virginia, 

4) Nancy (?) (Bandy) Yates, born about 1826 at Virginia, 
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3) Mary (Bandy) Sturgell, born about 1828 at Symmes Township, Lawrence 
County, Ohio, 

6) Jane (Bandy) Campbell, born about 1831 at Symmes Township, 
Lawrence County, Ohio, 

1) Elizabeth (Bandy) Kimble, born about 1833 at Symmes Township, 
Lawrence County, Ohio, 

8) Andrew Jackson Bandy, born about 1835 at Symmes Township, 
Lawrence County, Ohio, 

9) Rebecca Bandy, born about 1838 at Symmes Township, Lawrence 
County, Ohio, and 

10) William H. Bandy, born about 1839 at Symmes Township, Lawrence 
County, Ohio. 

In her email dated August 23, 1997, Joyce L. Knoch stated that Rebecca 
Wooldridge was a daughter of Ann (Coleman) Wooldridge and James Wooldridge, was 
born about 1800 to 1803, married Andrew Bandy in about 1824, and moved to southern 
Ohio and that Rebecca (Wooldridge) Bandy and Andrew Bandy had the following child: 

1) George Bandy, born in about 1818. 

The Wooldridge Family by William C. Wooldridge stated as follows with regard to 
Rebecca (Wooldridge) Bandy: 


“Rebecca”, b. May 1799, d. Gallia Co. OH March 28, 1879, md. ca. 1816 Andrew 
Bandy (b. ca. 1794, son*’ of John, grandson of Richard, d. 18677).*° She 
appears in Botetourt Co. in October 1807: Rebecca orphan of Nancy 
Wooldridge born May 1799 was bound to Robert Filson. The basis for her 
identification as a daughter of [66] James Wooldridge and his apparent wife Ann 
Coleman are discussed under the entry for [66] James. 


Linda Stufflebean of Alta Loma CA in 1994 provided most of the information on 
this family. Rebecca Wooldridge married Andrew Bandy probably around 1816; 
their first child was born Christmas that year. The marriage record has not been 
found. Robert Filson was on the Botetourt tax lists 1811-21 (checked 1811-22), 
and Bandys were in the same district. Andrew Bandy appeared 1812-15, 1820- 
22, and in the Botetourt Co. census in 1820 (16-26) with apparent wife 16-26 
(Rebecca) and two males under 10, presumably George and Samuel below. He 
was found in Bedford in one year, 1817, and was not found in 1816 or 1818-19. 
Perhaps the marriage did not occur in Botetourt. 
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Andrew and Rebecca settled in Lawrence Co. OH about 1835. (The 1850 
Lawrence Co. OH census shows daughter Elizabeth b. VA 1833 and son A.J. b. 
OH 1836, though Andrew's appearance in the 1830 Lawrence Co. OH census 
suggests an earlier trip.) Andrew and Rebecca apparently remained in Lawrence 
Co. for the rest of their lives. Andrew was in the 1830, 1840, 1850 and 1860 
censuses there, in 1830 with two males 15-19, both of whom were gone by 
1840. Rebecca was indicted, then acquitted, on a charge of burglary in 1844.*' 
The 1879 death record for a 78 year old female Bandy (no first name), of old 
age, born in VA, is in Gallia Co. OH Record of Deaths (Walnut Township), 
Probate Court, 9.118. Linda Stufflebean suggests Rebecca was visiting over the 
county line when she died. From Linda and the 1850 Lawrence Co. OH census, 
children (surname BANDY): 


L. George,° b. VA Dec. 25, 1816.... 

ii. Samuel C(oleman?),° b. VA Dec. 18, 1818.... 

ili. Martha “Patsy,”® b. VA June 25, 1825.... 

iv. ?Nancy,°® b. OH ca. 1826.... 

V. Mary,° b. VA (1850 census) or OH (1860 census) ca. 1828.... 
vi.  Jane,° b. VA ca. 1831, md Aug. 6, 1851.... 

Vil. Elizabeth,° b. VA ca. 1833.... 

viii. A. J.,° b. Lawrence Co. OH ca. 1835.... 

ix. | Rebecca,° b. Lawrence Co. OH ca. 1838 

x. William H.,° b. Lawrence Co. OH ca. 1839.... 


Xi. Lucinda,°® b. Lawrence Co. OH March 4, 1842... .” 


I. George Bandy, His Wife Elizabeth (Caulley) Bandy, 


And His Descendants 
George Bandy was a son of Rebecca (Wooldridge) 
Bandy and Andrew Bandy. (1779 John’, Nancy Ann’, Ann®, Rebecca’) 
In her letters dated March 9 and May 4, 1995, Linda Stufflebean enclosed family 


group sheets which stated that George Bandy was a son of Rebecca (Wooldridge) 
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Bandy and Andrew Bandy, was born about 1816 at Virginia, and married Elizabeth 
Caulley on September 26, 1838, at Lawrence County, Ohio. 

In her email dated August 23, 1997, Joyce L. Knoch stated that George Bandy 
was a son of Rebecca (Wooldridge) Bandy and Andrew Bandy, was born in about 
1818, and married Elizabeth Caully, that Elizabeth Caully was born in Kentucky, and 
that Andrew Bandy and Elizabeth (Caully) Bandy had the following child: 

1) Julia (Bandy) Worthington. 

The Wooldridge Family by William C. Wooldridge stated as follows with regard to 
George Bandy: 


“L. George,” b. VA Dec. 25, 1816, md. Lawrence Co. OH Sept. 26, 1838, 
Elizabeth Caulley or Cauly (b. KY Feb. 29, 1819, d. Lawrence Co. OH Nov. 20, 
1899).** They divorced. Children (surname BANDY): Mary J. (md. Goff), 
Lafayette, Julia A. (md. Joseph Worthington), Malinda A. (md. Brooks)” 


i. Samuel Coleman Bandy, His Wife Sidney (Nelson) 
Bandy, And His Descendants 
Samuel Coleman Bandy was a son of Rebecca 
(Wooldridge) Bandy and Andrew Bandy. (1779 John’, Nancy Ann’, Ann°®, Rebecca‘) 

In her letters dated March 9 and May 4, 1995, Linda Stufflebean enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Samuel Coleman Bandy was a son of Rebecca 
(Wooldridge) Bandy and Andrew Bandy, was born about 1818 at Virginia, married 
Sidney Nelson on August 6, 1840, at Gallia County, Ohio, and died on December 2, 
1894, at Peoria County, Illinois. 

The Wooldridge Family by William C. Wooldridge stated as follows with regard to 
Samuel Coleman Bandy: 


‘ii. | Samuel C(oleman?),° b. VA Dec. 18, 1818, d. Peoria, IL, Dec. 2, 1894,*° 
md. Gallia OH Aug. 6, 1840, Sidney (Nelson) Hobble (b. Greenbrier, WV, 

Oct. 25, 1809, d. Peoria, IL, Oct 14, 1887). The obituary of [xi.] Lucinda says 
she came to Peoria in 1855 with her brother's family; Linda Stufflebean 
concluded that Samuel C. Bandy (not otherwise identified as a son of Andrew) 
was this brother as no others were in Peoria in 1855. One child was “Coleman” 
in 1860 but “Samuel C.” in Peoria in 1900 — |.e., Samuel Coleman Bandy. The 
unambiguous appearance of Samuel Coleman as a given name reenforces the 
identification of [275] Rebecca’s mother as the Ann (Coleman) Wooldridge 
mentioned in Samuel Coleman's will. Children from 1850 and 1860 Peoria IL 
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censuses (surname BANDY): Jane, George, Samuel Coleman (d. Peoria 
1915), Nancy (md. Philips), Andrew Jackson, Mahala, Minerva, Sarah’ 


ill. Martha (Bandy) Hobble, Her Husband Michael 
Hobble, And Her Descendants 


Martha (Bandy) Hobble was a daughter of Rebecca 

(Wooldridge) Bandy and Andrew Bandy. (1779 John’, Nancy Ann’, Ann*, Rebecca‘*) 
In her letters dated March 9 and May 4, 1995, Linda Stufflebean enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Martha Bandy was a daughter of Rebecca (Wooldridge) 





Bandy and Andrew Bandy, was born about 1823 at Virginia, and married Michael 
Hobble on March 15, 1841, at Lawrence County, Ohio. 

The Wooldridge Family by William C. Wooldridge stated as follows with regard to 
Martha (Bandy) Hobble: 


‘iii. | Martha “Patsy,”° b. VA June 25, 1825, d. Americus, Lyon Co. KS Nov 6, 
1895, md. Lawrence Co. OH, March 15, or April 10, 1841, Michael Hobble (b. 
Greenbrier WV, Jan. 17, 1814, d. Glasford, Peoria Co. IL June 9, 1876). From 
1860 and 1870 censuses of Peoria, IL, and from Alley Duncan of Manhattan 
Kansas via Linda Stufflebean, children (Surname HOBBLE): Elizabeth J. md. 


Jones), Andrew Jackson, Mary S. (md. Hayes), Rebecca |. (md. 
Cowser), Almira M. (md. Watson), Melissa (md. Gray), George W.., 
Lucinda M. (md. Hall, Emma E. (md. Bushard or Beaushard), John 
Henry” 


IV. Nancy (?) (Bandy) Yates, Her Husband Isaac Yates, 


And Her Descendants 
Nancy(?) (Bandy) Yates was a daughter of Rebecca 
(Wooldridge) Bandy and Andrew Bandy. (1779 John’, Nancy Ann“, Ann*, Rebecca’) 

In her letters dated March 9 and May 4, 1995, Linda Stufflebean enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Nancy(?) Bandy was a daughter of Rebecca 
(Wooldridge) Bandy and Andrew Bandy, was born about 1826 at Virginia, and married 
Isaac Yates on May 7, 1844, at Lawrence County, Ohio. 

The Wooldridge Family by William C. Wooldridge stated as follows with regard to 
Nancy (Bandy) Yates: 


“IV. ? Nancy,° b. OH ca. 1826, md. Lawrence Co. OH, May 7, 1844, Isaac 
Yates (b. OH ca. 1825). While there is no direct identification, Andrew Bandy 
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had a daughter this age in the 1830 and 1840 censuses, and Nancy married in 
Lawrence Co. OH where the other Bandys were. Children from 1860 Lawrence 
Co. OH census (surname YATES): Amanda, Samuel, William, Benjamin, 
Joseph, Catherine, Martha’ 


V. Mary (Bandy) (Sturgell) (Cookman) Fouts, Her 


Husbands Isaac Sturgell, Benjamin Cookman, And 


George Jacob Fouts, And Her Descendants 
Mary (Bandy) (Sturgell) (Cookman) Fouts was a 


daughter of Rebecca (Wooldridge) Bandy and Andrew Bandy. (1779 John', Nancy 
Ann’, Ann®, Rebecca’) 

In her letters dated March 9 and May 4, 1995, Linda Stufflebean enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Mary Bandy was a daughter of Rebecca (Wooldridge) 
Bandy and Andrew Bandy, was born about 1828 at Symmes Township, Lawrence 
County, Ohio, and married Isaac Sturgell on June 27, 1844, at Lawrence County, Ohio, 
Benjamin Cookman on July 18, 1877, and George Jacob Fouts on March 7, 1889, that 
lsaac Sturgell was born about 1823 at Virginia, died after August 12, 1906, at Cassville, 
Barry County, Virginia, and was buried at Oak Hill Cemetery, Cassville, Barry County, 
Missouri, and that Mary (Bandy) (Sturgell) (Cookman) Fouts and Isaac Sturgell had the 
following children: 

1) M. J. Sturgell, born about 1848, 

2) Amanda Sturgell, born about 1850 at Barry County, Missouri, 

3) Andrew Jackson Sturgell, born about 1854 at Texas, 

4) Abijah Houston Sturgell, born on March 14, 1855, at Missouri, 

3) Margaret E. (Sturgell) Alder, born about 1857 at Arkansas, 

6) George W. Sturgell, born in April 1860 at Benton County, Arkansas, and 

1) Mary (Sturgell) Kingsley, born about 1861 at Arkansas. 

The Wooldridge Family by William C. Wooldridge stated as follows with regard to 
Mary (Bandy) (Sturgell) (Cookman) Fouts: 


“V. Mary,° b. VA (1850 census) or OH (1860 census) ca. 1828, d. after 1889, 
md. (1st) June 27, 1844, Isaac Sturgell or Sturgeon; they divorced; md. (2nd) 
Kingston, Peoria Co. IL July 28, 1877, Benjamin C. Cookman; md. (8rd) Kingston 
Mine, Peoria Co. IL March 7, 1889, George J. Fouts (b. 1828, d. Banner Twp, 
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Canton, IL, Nov. 26, 1894.** Children (surname STURGELL): M. J., Amanda, 

Andrew Jackson, Abijah Houston, MargaretE.(md.__—sA‘ilderr), George W.., 

Mary” 

Vi. Jane (Bandy) Campbell, Her Husband Lewis B. 
Campbell, And Her Descendants 
Jane (Bandy) Campbell was a daughter of Rebecca 
(Wooldridge) Bandy and Andrew Bandy. (1779 John’, Nancy Ann’, Ann®, Rebecca‘) 

In her letters dated March 9 and May 4, 1995, Linda Stufflebean enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Jane Bandy was a daughter of Rebecca (Wooldridge) 
Bandy and Andrew Bandy, was born about 1831 at Symmes Township, Lawrence 
County, Ohio, and married Lewis B. Campbell on August 6, 1851, at Lawrence County, 
Ohio. 

The Wooldridge Family by William C. Wooldridge stated as follows with regard to 
Jane (Bandy) Campbell: 


“vi. Jane,° b. VA ca. 1831, md Aug. 6, 1851, Lewis Campbell. Children in 
1860 census, Ironton, Lawrence Co. OH (surname CAMPBELL): Mary A., 
Martha E., William L.” 


Vil. Elizabeth (Bandy) Kimble, Her Husband George 


Kimble, And Her Descendants 





Elizabeth (Bandy) Kimble was a daughter of Rebecca 
(Wooldridge) Bandy and Andrew Bandy. (1779 John', Nancy Ann’, Ann’, Rebecca‘) 

In her letters dated March 9 and May 4, 1995, Linda Stufflebean enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Elizabeth Bandy was a daughter of Rebecca 
(Wooldridge) Bandy and Andrew Bandy, was born about 1835 at Symmes Township, 
Lawrence County, Ohio, and married George Kimble on April 18, 1852, at Lawrence 
County, Ohio. 

The Wooldridge Family by William C. Wooldridge stated as follows with regard to 
Elizabeth (Bandy) Kimble: 


“vii.  Elizabeth,° b. VA ca. 1833, md. Lawrence Co. OH April 18, 1852, George 
Kimble (b. ca. 1831). Children from 1860 Lawrence Co. OH census (surname 
KIMBLE): Jacob, Mary Jane, Lewis, Juliann’” 
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vill. Andrew Jackson Bandy And His Wife Mary P. 
(Queen) Bandy 
Andrew Jackson Bandy was a son of Rebecca 
(Wooldridge) Bandy and Andrew Bandy. (1779 John’, Nancy Ann’, Ann°®, Rebecca’) 

In her letters dated March 9 and May 4, 1995, Linda Stufflebean enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Andrew Jackson Bandy was a son of Rebecca 
(Wooldridge) Bandy and Andrew Bandy, was born about 1835 at Symmes Township, 
Lawrence County, Ohio, and married Mary P. Queen at possibly Gallia County, Ohio. 

The Wooldridge Family by William C. Wooldridge stated as follows with regard to 
Andrew Jackson Bandy: 


“viii. A. J.,° b. Lawrence Co. OH ca. 1835, md. Gallia Co. OH Mary P. Queen? 
Linda Stufflebean advises that the Gallia Co. OH marriage index shows J. J. 
Bandy to Mary P. Queen, but the entry itself cannot be found. The Andrew 
Jackson Bandy, Company E, 12th Reg. IL Cavalry, USA, who died of fever in the 
hospital in New Orleans, with pension no. 380824, was not this man but was the 
son of [ii.] Samuel C. Bandy, above.” 


IX. Rebecca Bandy 
Rebecca Bandy was a daughter of Rebecca 


(Wooldridge) Bandy and Andrew Bandy. (1779 John’, Nancy Ann’, Ann°, Rebecca’) 

In her letters dated March 9 and May 4, 1995, Linda Stufflebean enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Rebecca Bandy was a daughter of Rebecca 
(Wooldridge) Bandy and Andrew Bandy and was born about 1838 at Symmes 
Township, Lawrence County, Ohio. 

The Wooldridge Family by William C. Wooldridge stated as follows with regard to 
Rebecca Bandy: 


“ix. | Rebecca,°® b. Lawrence Co. OH ca. 1838" 


x. William H. Bandy And His Wife Sarah (Howard) 
Bandy 
William H. Bandy was a son of Rebecca (Wooldridge) 
Bandy and Andrew Bandy. (1779 John’, Nancy Ann’, Ann®, Rebecca’) 
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In her letters dated March 9 and May 4, 1995, Linda Stufflebean enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that William H. Bandy was a son of Rebecca (Wooldridge) 
Bandy and Andrew Bandy, was born about 1839 at Symmes Township, Lawrence 
County, Ohio, married Sarah Howard on May 18, 1866, at Gallia County, Ohio, and 
died about February 1890 at Elliott County, Kentucky. 

The Wooldridge Family by William C. Wooldridge stated as follows with regard to 
William H. Bandy: 


Oe William H.,° b. Lawrence Co. OH ca. 1839, d. Elliott Co. KY Feb. 6, 1890, 
md. May 18, 1866, Susan Howard” 


XI. Lucinda (Bandy) Wolgamott, Her Husband Hiram 
Wolgamott, And Her Descendants 
Lucinda (Bandy) Wolgamott was a daughter of 
Rebecca (Wooldridge) Bandy and Andrew Bandy. (1779 John’, Nancy Ann?, Ann’, 
Rebecca‘) 

In her letters dated March 9 and May 4, 1995, Linda Stufflebean enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Lucinda Bandy was a daughter of Rebecca 
(Wooldridge) Bandy and Andrew Bandy, was born on March 4, 1842, at Symmes 
Township, Lawrence County, Ohio, married Hiram Wolgamott on August 9, 1861, at 
Peoria County, Illinois, and died on May 8, 1920, at Peoria County, Illinois. 

The Wooldridge Family by William C. Wooldridge stated as follows with regard to 
Lucinda (Bandy) Wolgamott: 


“xi.  Lucinda,° b. Lawrence Co. OH March 4, 1842, d. Timber, Peoria Co. IL 
May 8, 1920, md. Hiram Wolgamott (b. Jan. 28, 1840, d. Timber, Peoria Co. IL 
Aug. 16, 1921). Children* surname WOLGAMOTT): Hurlbert M., Katie May, 
Grace Anna, Kate, Mary J., Judson, Sherman, Daisy D., Robert” 


C. samuel C. Wooldridge, His Wife Lucy Penn (Hannah) 
Wooldridge, And His Descendants 
Samuel C. Wooldridge was a son of Ann "Nancy" (Coleman) 
Wooldridge and James Wooldridge. (1779 John’, Nancy Ann’, Ann°) 
In her letters dated March 9 and May 4, 1995, Linda Stufflebean enclosed family 


group sheets which stated that Samuel C. Wooldridge was a son of Ann "Nancy" 
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(Coleman) Wooldridge and James Wooldridge, was born in February 1803 at Virginia, 
and married Lucy Penn Hannah on January 5, 1830, at Greenup County, Kentucky. 

In her email dated August 23, 1997, Joyce L. Knoch stated that Samuel C. 
Wooldridge was a son of Ann (Coleman) Wooldridge and James Wooldridge, was born 
in February 1803 and married Lucy Penn Hannah and that Lucy Penn (Hannah) 
Wooldridge was born in about 1809 at Kentucky, possibly Greenup County. 

The Wooldridge Family by William C. Wooldridge stated as follows with regard to 
Samuel C. Wooldridge: 


“Samuel C(oleman?)° b. Prince Edward Co. VA Feb. 1803, d. probably KY after 
1880, md. Greenup Co. KY Jan. 5, 1830, Lucy Penn Hannah (b. KY ca. 1814, d. 
after 1880, dt. of Gabriel Hannah). The basis for his identification as a son of 
[66] James Wooldridge and Nancy Coleman is discussed under [66] James 
Wooldridge. The KY death record of his son [276.x.] Isom Wooldridge 
documents [276] Samuel's birth in Prince Edward Co. VA. His full name may 
well have been Samuel Coleman Wooldridge. On October 13, 1807, in Botetourt 
Co., Virginia, as the orphan of Nancy Wooldridge, Samuel Wooldridge, born 
February 1803, was bound to Robert Filson.*“° He was rebound on June 14, 
1808, but the record does not specify to whom. John and Rebecca Wooldridge, 
also orphans of Nancy, were bound at the same time, John to Frederick 
Thrasher (who had been Robert Filson’s bondsman for his 1806 marriage to 
Jinny McNeel); and Rebecca (like Samuel) to Filson. No further record of 
Samuel has been found in Botetourt, nor any family connection between 
Filson/Thrasher/McNeel on the one hand and Wooldridge/Wright/Coleman on 
the other. 


One James Sparks of Jonesville, Lee Co., in far Southweest Virginia, enlisted for 
the War of 1812 on July 28, 1812, and died in service on July 17, 1816. At some 
point, probably later because Samuel was only 13 at the time, S. C. Wooldridge 
was appointed administrator of the estate of James Sparks. “Pay to which he 
[James Sparks] on death was entitled was paid to S. C. Wooldridge, 
administrator of his estate.” No family connection has been found. Nor has 
Samuel been found in Lee Co. It is possible that Samuel was not appointed until 
years later, in 1846 when the heirs (the Sparks brothers and sisters Ephraim, 
Jesse, William, Soloman, Nancy and Lela, and half-sister Rebecca) sought the 
bounty land to which James Sparks was entitled. This was in Carter Co. KY, 
where Samuel did live at one time (1870 census). A March 7, 1994, letter from 
Dr. Russell E. Bidlack of the Sparks Quarterly suggests that James Sparks’s 
brother Jesse, the only sibling living in Carter County, on learning that survivors 
might be entitled to benefits, got S. C. Wooldridge (a friend or relative?) 
appointed administrator after the fact to facilitate making the claim.*’ 


0099D(070406) 678. 


A family story from Sharon Sloas of Isonville KY in 1998 relates that Samuel C. 
Wooldridge did not come to Kentucky with the rest of his family because he 
stayed behind in Virginia to work out [acquisition of] a horse from his uncle when 
the others started moving. Samuel wanted “to come to Kentucky in style.” 
Samuel appeared in the 1830 (age 20-30), 1850 (age 45) and 1860 (age 55) 
censuses in Greenup Co. KY, in 1870 (age 65, $1,665 in property) in Carter Co., 
and in 1880 in Elliott Co. (age 72). He was a farmer. The counties in which he 
was enumerated are adjacent eastern Kentucky counties in a north-south tier 
stretching south from the Ohio River. The county on the other side of the river is 
Lawrence, flanked by Scioto and Gallia. Samuel's sister [275] Rebecca married 
Andrew Bandy; her family is found in Lawrence and Gallia counties, OH. 

From Elliott Co. KY deeds, Sharon Sloas concluded that he probably moved 
there in the mid-18/0's as he bought his first property there on June 6, 1875, 
from Rolly (Raleigh) Watson. He added to his holdings by buying additional 
land, sometimes for the delinquent taxes owed on it, and became a substantial 
property owner. 


From the 1850 and 1860 Greenup Co. KY censuses and from Ray Sullivan of 
Knoxville TN, children (surname WOOLDRIDGE): 


i Nancy,° b. KY 1830-31 .... 

il. Jane,° b. KY 1834 

iii. Rebecca,°® Greenup Co. KY 1837.... 

iv. | John Young,° b. KY ca, 1839.... 

V. William Hannah,° b. KY May 1841.... 

Vi. Elizabeth or Mary E.,° b. KY 1843 (elsewhere, June 1834).... 
vii. | Martha Ann,° b. KY ca. 1845.... 

viii. | Sarah Mc,° b. Greenup Co. KY ca. 1849.... 


IX. Robert “Bob” Woodkins® (Watkins? Warden? Woodrow? Watson? 
Wadsworth?), b. KY Dec. 20, 1851,°.... 


x. Isham (“Isom”), b. Greenup Co. KY 1857 .... 


xi.  MaryE.,°b. KY ca. 1859...” 
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L. Nancy (Wooldridge) Kerr And Her Husband James F. 
Kerr 
Nancy (Wooldridge) Kerr was a daughter of Samuel 
C. Wooldridge and Lucy Penn (Hannah) Wooldridge. (1779 John', Nancy Ann“, Ann’, 
Samuel*) 
The Wooldridge Family by William C. Wooldridge stated as follows with regard to 
Nancy (Wooldridge) Kerr: 


“L. Nancy,° b. KY 1830-31, md. Greenup Co. KY Oct. 23, 1848, James F. 
Kerr” 


II. Jane Wooldridge 
Jane Wooldridge was a daughter of Samuel C. 
Wooldridge and Lucy Penn (Hannah) Wooldridge. (1779 John’, Nancy Ann?, Ann’, 
Samuel’) 
The Wooldridge Family by William C. Wooldridge stated as follows with regard to 
Jane Wooldridge: 
“ii.  Jane,° b. KY 1834" 


lil. Rebecca (Wooldridge) McCalister And Her Husband 
Joseph McCalister 
Rebecca (Wooldridge) McCalister was a daughter of 
Samuel C. Wooldridge and Lucy Penn (Hannah) Wooldridge. (1779 John', Nancy 
Ann’, Ann®, Samuel’) 
The Wooldridge Family by William C. Wooldridge stated as follows with regard to 
Rebecca (Wooldridge) McCalister: 


“TL. Rebecca,° Greenup Co. KY 1837, md. there March 28, 1853 or 1854, 
Joseph McCalister (McAllister? )” 


IV. John Young Wooldridge, His Wives Margaret E. 


(Bradley) Wooldridge And Mary Alice (Belcher) 

Woodridge, And His Descendants 

John Young Wooldridge was a son of Samuel C. 
Wooldridge and Lucy Penn (Hannah) Wooldridge. (1779 John’, Nancy Ann’, Ann®, 


Samuel") 
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The Wooldridge Family by William C. Wooldridge stated as follows with regard to 
John Young Wooldridge: 


“iv. John Young,° b. KY ca, 1839, d. before 1908, md. (1st) Lawrence Co. OH 
Jan. 1, 1868, Margaret E. Bradley (apparently of Greenup Co. KY“), (2nd) 
Lawrence Co. OH April 4, 1871, Mary Alice Belcher (b. OH, probably Scioto Co., 
Jan. 3, 1850,*° d. Whitley Co. KY Sept. 12, 1919, buried in Hackler Cemetery in 
Mountain Ash, KY).°° Middle name from Laurence B. Gardiner. In 1880 John 
was living in Greenup Co. KY with his wife Mary, mother-in-law Maria Belcher (b. 
OH ca. 1817), sister-in-law Mahala Sprigg (b. KY ca. 1855), and niece Laura 
Sprigg (b. ca. 1868). Ray Sullivan of Knoxville TN, a descendant of [iv.] John 
Young Wooldridge, developed the information on this family. Child with Mary 
Alice Belcher’ (surname WOOLDRIDGE): Effie Florence, b May 18, 1869, md. 
Green” 


V. William Hannah Wooldridge, His Wives Sarah E. 
(Brown) Wooldridge And Sarah Josephine (Rushing) 
Woodridge, And His Descendants 
William Hannah Wooldridge was a son of Samuel C. 
Wooldridge and Lucy Penn (Hannah) Wooldridge. (1779 John’, Nancy Ann’, Ann’, 
Samuel") 


The Wooldridge Family by William C. Wooldridge stated as follows with regard to 
William Hannah Wooldridge: 


“V. William Hannah,° b. KY May 1841, d. TX May 30, 1922, md. (1st) 

Sarah E. Brown (b. MS 1849, d. Feb. 15, 1880, bur. Smith Cem., Brown Co. TX; 
dt. of W. F. and Elizabeth Brown), (2nd) Brown Co. TX Aug. 15, 1880, Sarah 
Josephine “Josie” Rushing (b. TX April 2, 1860, d. Brownwood, Brown Co. TX, 
June 15, 1950; dt. of Jason or John R. and Nancy Rushing **). The names of his 
wives and children come from A. B. and Jo (Wooldridge) Melton of Dierks AR in 
2000, and detailed information and much of the following narrative on him and 
his children from Nani Pybus Kirschke of Coronado CA in 1999. Estill Franklin 
Allen’s books, North West and South Central Brown Co. TX (1987), pp. 4, 41, 
86; Bangs: Central West Brown Co. TX History (1986), p. 21; and Five 
Communities in Brown Co. TX (19857), pp. 98-100, 105, add details. 


He “split from his kith and kin, joined the Navy and served on the Mississippi 
during the Civil War. On file in Brown Co. courthouse is William Hannah's 
discharge from the Union Navy dated Dec. 1865. [He enlisted in Cincinnati 
Dec. 7, 1864, was from KY, and had blue eyes, brown hair, and was 5' 7-3/4" 
tall.] He had seen duty on the Mississippi River while serving on the U.S.S. 
Volunteer, a patrol, dispatch and tow steamer in the Mississippi Squadron. 
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“Family stories relate that he returned to his family in Eldridge, Elliott Co. KY 
after the Civil War, only to break with them almost immediately. His father and 
brothers had apparently cheered the Confederate cause and were in no mood to 
accommodate William Hannah's renegade politics. [He may have] deeded his 
share of the family inheritance to a widowed sister before he struck out for west 
TX. | 


“William and Sarah (Brown) Wooldridge married sometime between Jan. 1866 
and July 1870. William Hannah Wooldridge first appears in Brown Co. TX 
records in the census of 1870, already married to Sarah E. Brown, ‘driving cattle’ 
on open range. Sarah was the daughter of ‘Uncle Billy Brown, a pioneer settler 
of the area and established farmer. Tragically, Sarah died during or soon after 
the delivery of twin infants, who also died, on Feb. 15, 1880, a result, it is said, of 
her having fallen off a roof while performing some household chore. They have 
a handsome gravestone in the Brown Family Cemetery near Brownwood TX. 


“At the time of the 1880 census, he was without a wife. Besides the children, a 
cousin, John Norton, b. GA ca. 1857, was living with him. He may have been a 
Brown connection. 


“He married again Aug. 25, 1880, to his neighbor's daughter, Sarah Josephine 
‘Josie’ Rushing, who was 20. [He was a] pioneer in Brown Co. TX, where he 
was, true to his Wooldridge genes, a true character and local legend... . When 
they finally got organized in that remote locale, and everybody registered to vote, 
it turned out everybody was signed Democrat. Well, the town leader stood up 
and said it just wasn't right. In America there should always be two parties. He 
then offered a heifer to the first man to register Republican. Of course, Bill 
Wooldridge stood up and said ‘gimme that heifer,’ and the Wooldridges have 
been registering Republican ever since. 


“He had arrived in West TX with virtually nothing but eventually became a 
respected rancher, riding a seesaw of misfortune and success during the early 
years with Josie. Although usually described as a rancher or farmer, he is shown 
on a probate old birth record as having been a ‘mail carrier’ in 1884. There is a 
persistent tale” of his having come home one day (in the 1880's) with a sack of 
flour taken from a store in Brownwood. When the grocer sent Sheriff Nat Perry 
for him, he found the children eating the dry flour so he returned to town and 
collected enough money to send a wagon load of groceries to the family. Yet 
“William Hannah is known to have paid for a prime piece of real estate on the 
Courthouse Square with a gold piece.” The 1900 census of Brown Co. indicates 
that 9 of Josie’s 10 children were living, a tremendous accomplishment in the 
face the usual mortality. Bransford Eubanks’s account of northwest Brown Co., 
also furnished by Nani Pybus Kirschke, says “The family lived on and owned the 
E. W. Kennebrew and the H. B. Gaines preemptions with an odd shaped forty 
acre piece of Victoria Co. School Land between the two 160 acre preemptions, 
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all of it poor land [but after the discovery of oil] during the 1920's Mrs. 
Wooldridge gave each child $10,000 of ‘oil’ money.” 


William Hannah Wooldridge’s “will, probated in 1921, leaves almost nothing to 
his first family, although he specifically states that it is not done out of ill will. He 
writes that he is certain that they are well provided for and is thus able to leave 
the bulk of his estate (not insignificant at the time) to Josie and her children out 
of gratitude and loyalty to her for her support through hard times. Most 
mysteriously, the large double marker headstone commemorating William 
Hannah Wooldridge and his wife Sarah Josephine, commissioned at the time of 
his death, displays the Confederate flag! No one questioned has been able to 
explain how such a bizarre mistake could have been made, when it was common 
knowledge that he had served in the Union Navy.” Dates (except wives’ dates) 
and quoted material from Nani Pybus Kirschke of Coronado, CA in 1998. Estill 
Allen wrote, “The boys had charm and intelligence, cheerful and easy manners, 
but loved the world and worldly things. Mrs. Wooldridge was sweet and gentle.” 
Children (surname WOOLDRIDGE): 


A. M. E.’ (daughter), b. TX ca. 1873, d. by 1921, md. Brown Co. TX 
April 28, 1889, M. G. Anderson. Perhaps Mary or Martha Elizabeth but appears 
with initials only. “The children of William Hannah's first marriage married or ran 
away as soon as they were old enough. The daughters married locally but were 
never close to the second family and so have faded out of memory and contact.” 


B. Lucy,’ b. TX ca. 1874, md. Brown Co. TX Dec. 18, 1890, John H. 
Tipton, Living in Potter Co. TX in June 1942 when she attested to her brother 
Charles's birth. Children (surname TIPTON): Hazel, Gladys, Cecil J. 


: Charles Edward,’ b. Brown Co. TX April 22, 1875, d. after 1921. 
“Charles, the third child, one day stole a pie Josie had baked and put out to cool. 
He then hot-footed it over the creek and was never seen again.” 


D. Julia,’ b. TX ca. 1877, d. after 1921, md. Brown Co. TX Nov. 9, 
1891, W. M. Crume 


= J. R. B. “Judge”’ (male), b. TX ca. 1878, d. after 1921 


= Thomas W. “Tommie,”’ b. July 10, 1881, d. of snakebite or a 
mouth(?) infection March 15, 1888, bur. Connell Cem., Brown Co. TX *° 


G. William Robert “Cobb,”’ b. Brown Co. TX Aug. 12, 1882, d. Brown 
Co. TX May 20, 1967, md. Mangum, Greer Co. OK Dec. 3, 1906 Susan Arminta 
Gray. Grandparents of Nani Pybus Kirschke who supplied extensive information. 
(A less direct connection tentatively associated “Mittie Brown’ with [G] William.) 
Kirschke writes “My own grandfather left the county in his early 20's, ca. 1903. 
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He headed north to Greer Co. OK, then moved to Seminole Co. thence to 
Pottowatomie Co. nearby. Cobb returned to live in Brown Co. with his family for 
a while in the 1940's. The oil boom days in Brown Co. during the 1920's brought 
a great deal of money into Wooldridge hands. However, as locals joked, it never 
stayed there long. The explanation usually offered up by the family why Cobb 
never partook of this wealth is that he simply walked away from it, disavowing his 
inheritance. He supposedly took this principled approach after watching in 
disgust as other family members fought bitterly over the sudden and abundant oil 
revenues. See Addenda. 


H. Rufus Marshall ’ (went by Marshall), b. Brown Co. TX June 10, 
1885, d. Seminole OK July 2, 1955, md. perhaps there in Maud OK ca. 1910 
Fannie Brown (dt. of Seminole Indian clan chief John Brown). “Marshall and 
Fannie remained in Maud OK until their deaths, raising a family of four, losing 
one in childhood and their only son in a car wreck in his thirties. They also 
raised numerous ‘adoptive’ children, including those of Fannie’s sister Lucinda, 
who also died, with her husband, in a car accident. Lucinda’s son Cecil, raised 
by Fannie and Marshall, has long been a respected — albeit controversial — 
mover and shaker and now tribal elder in the Seminole Tribe of OK.” The Estill 
Allen history of Brown Co. adds, “Marshall would come back occasionally to 
plead and pray for his brothers.” 


[. Richard Goodwin “Good,”’ b. Brown Co. TX April 17, 1888, d. there 
July 30, 1961, md. there ca. 1915 Lola Chambers (b. 1887, d. 1979; dt. of 
W.H.G. Chambers). “The other sons — Good, Aussey, Custer, Mack, Noe and 
Dan — stayed in Brown Co., married local girls (with Mack the exception), raised 
families whose descendants are still in the area, and turned their hands to a 
variety of jobs. Most continued to farm or ranch, dabbled in the oil business, 
reaped benefits from oil wells located on Wooldridge and Rushing properties in 
northern Brown Co. and even participated in a taxi company in Brownwood. The 
brothers and their subsequent families remained generally close and on good 
terms with each other. At some point in the 1940's, several of the brothers 
visited Eldridge, KY.” 


J Osborne “Ausey” Edgar,’ b. Brown Co. TX March 27, 1889, d. there 
Sept. 12, 1971, bur. Cross Cut Cem., Brown Co. TX, md. (1st) there Aug. 18, 
1912, Mary Ann Brown (b. Nov. 10, 1896, d. of flu Nov. 22, 1918, bur. Coleman 
Co. TX; dt. of Frank Brown), (2nd) Brown Co. TX Feb. 22, 1920, Vera Cillah 
Clark (b. Dec. 7, 1900, bur. near husband; dt. of John Clark). He was with his 
family in the 1900 census. Children include (surname WOOLDRIDGE). Roger 
(attorney in San Antonio), Josephine. 


K. David Custer ’ (went by Custer), b. Brown Co. TX Nov. 27, 1891, d. 
there June 17, 1931, md. there Feb. 11, 1916, Emily May Butler. In 1906 May 
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Butler had been one of the first two graduates of Bangs High School. Son 
(surname WOOLDRIDGE): Glenn, a banker in Bangs 


is Martha Emma “Mattie,”’ b. Brown Co. TX Oct. 10, 1894, d. there 
June 2, 1937, md. (1st) there William Colvin, (2nd) Jefferson DeWitt England. 
“Her second husband never met with family acceptance. When she bore twin 
children, he evidently denied parentage and they separated. The baby boy died 
after a few weeks (failure to thrive) and about one year later, the husband 
confronted Mattie one day in a vegetable patch, shot her dead, and then shot 
himself. He did not die right away, but was taken to the local hospital, where the 
Wooldridge boys maintained a vigil outside to finish the job, should he happen to 
survive. He did not, dying the next day. Mattie’s daughter was raised by her 
grandmother Josie and her Uncle Mack.” Daughter (surname WOOLDRIDGE): 
Monena Josephine 


M. Homer McKinley “Mack,”’ b. Brown Co. TX July 7, 1896, d. there 
Feb. 27, 1980. He was a cattle rancher. Did not marry. From his name, 
bestowed the year McKinley was elected President, his father William Hannah 
Wooldridge was still a strong Republican. 


N. Noe (Noah?) Warren,’ b. Brown Co. TX Sept. 1, 1899, d. there 
Feb. 4, 1968, md. there Feb. 4, 1920, Hattie Stone (dt. of S. D. Stone and Susan 
Triplett). Son (surname WOOLDRIDGE): Bert, worked for Stauffer Chemical 


O. Daniel “Dan” Kinebrew,’ b. Brown Co. TX March 2, 1902, d. 
Coleman Co. TX April 23, 1971, md. perhaps Brown Co. 1922 Eula E. DeBusk 
(dt. of Tip DeBusk and Nettie Acrey). In the 1900 Brown Co. census, William 
Hannah and Josie Wooldridge’s children appear to be a year or so younger than 
shown in family records. The census often erred, but Dan did appear in the 
census with a birthdate of March 1900.” 
Vi. Elizabeth Or Mary E. (Wooldridge) (Harden) Ellwood 
Or Elwood And Her Husbands Fielder Harden And 
Thomas Ellwood Or Elwood 
Elizabeth or Mary E. (Wooldridge) (Harden) Ellwood 
or Elwood was a daughter of Samuel C. Wooldridge and Lucy Penn (Hannah) 
Wooldridge. (1779 John’, Nancy Ann’, Ann°, Samuel*) 
The Wooldridge Family by William C. Wooldridge stated as follows with regard to 
Elizabeth or Mary E. (Wooldridge) (Harden) Ellwood or Elwood: 


“vi. Elizabeth or Mary E.,° b. KY 1843 (elsewhere, June 1834), d. Rush, Boyd 
Co. KY Jan. 12, 1916, md (1st) Fielder Harden, (2nd) as Mary E. in Greenup Co. 
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KY June 18 or 20, 1866, Thomas Ellwood or Elwood (b. England ca. 1817; 
Elwood’s parents also born in England). Samone Ratcliff of Elliottville KY in 
1998 supplied information from Greenup records. Name Elizabeth, Harden 
marriage and death date from Laurence B. Gardiner, Cf. [xi.] Mary E. - some 
confusion exists. In the 1880 Elliott Co. KY census grandchild Samuel W. 
Ellwood, 10, was living with [276] Samuel Wooldridge.” 


Vil. Martha Ann (Wooldridge) Clark And Her Husband 
otephen L. Clark 
Martha Ann (Wooldridge) Clark was a daughter of 
Samuel C. Wooldridge and Lucy Penn (Hannah) Wooldridge. (1779 John’, Nancy 
Ann’, Ann®, Samuel*) 
The Wooldridge Family by William C. Wooldridge stated as follows with regard to 
Martha Ann (Wooldridge) Clark: 


“vii, | Martha Ann,° b. KY ca. 1845, md. Greenup Co. KY March 11, or 17, 1864, 
Stephen L. Clark II” 


vill. Sarah (Wooldridge) Clark, Her Husband Owen Clark, 


And Her Descendants 
sarah (Wooldridge) Clark was a daughter of Samuel 
C. Wooldridge and Lucy Penn (Hannah) Wooldridge. (1779 John’, Nancy Ann’, Ann’, 
Samuel’) 
The Wooldridge Family by William C. Wooldridge stated as follows with regard to 
Sarah (Wooldridge) Clark: 


“viii. Sarah Mc,° b. Greenup Co. KY ca. 1849, md. (1st) there “age 16,” March 
16, 1865, Owen Clark “age 20" (apparently d. by 1870), (2nd) as Sarah Clark in 
Carter Co. KY March 23, 1871, to John C. Glancy.® Sarah and John were both 
residents of Carter Co. at the time. Children surname CLARK): 


A. Albert, b. KY ca. 1867. He and his sister Eliza and mother Sarah 
Clark were living with Sarah's parents Samuel and Lucy Wooldridge in Carter 
Co. in 1870. 

B. Eliza, b. ca. 1869 


(surname GLANCY): 
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CG. Margaret,’ b. Carter Co. KY Nov. 3, 1875, md. Charles E. 
Blackford, lived in Athens Co. OH. Birth record from Carter Co. vital records; 
death record gives October. She was the grandmother of Robert E. Blackford, 
who supplied information on her.” 


IX. Robert Woodkins Wooldridge, His Wife Mary 
(Watson) Wooldridge, And His Descendants 
Robert Woodkins Wooldridge was a son of 
Samuel C. Wooldridge and Lucy Penn (Hannah) Wooldridge. (1779 John', Nancy 
Ann’, Ann*, Samuel’) 
The Wooldridge Family by William C. Wooldridge stated as follows with regard to 
Robert Woodkins Wooldridge: 


“ix. Robert “Bob” Woodkins® (Watkins? Warden? Woodrow? Watson? 
Wadsworth?), b. KY Dec. 20, 1851,°° d. Eldridge KY Dec. 30, 1915, md. Elliott 
Co. KY Sept. 7, 1877, Mary Watson (dt. of Walter Watson and Leurania Gilliam, 
per Joyce Knoch). He was a farmer living with his parents in 1870 and headed 
his own household in Elliott Co. KY in 1880. From Sharon Sloas, children 
(surname WOOLDRIDGE): perhaps Minnie (Jan. 1882) 


A. Mary or Martha Elizabeth,’ b. June 22, 1878, md. Enoch Lewis, at 
home 1880 


B. Alice,’ b. Jan 2, 1880 (4/12 yr. old for census), md. Frank 
Hutchinson 


C. Lucy,’ b. July 1883, md. Robert “Bob” Atkins (from Joyce Knoch) 
D. John William,’ b. Jan. 23, 1887, d. Dec. 6, 1978, md. Mona 
Skaggs. Children (surname WOOLDRIDGE): John Jr., Robert Edgar, Mary 


Evelyn (Wooldridge) Newell (mother of Sharon Sloas), Minnie Evon 


E. Samuel Logan,’ b. July 15, 1891, md. (1st) Ethel Gilliam, 2nd) 
Nevada Barker Skaggs 


F. Pina Ethel,’ b. Aug. 1896, md. (1st) Henry Johnson, (2nd) Bill 
Vance 


G. Clevie Mae,’ b. May 25, 1899, md. Dick Gilliam 


H. Grace, b. 1903,’ md. (1st) Estill Wolfenbarger, (2nd) Walter 
Farmers 
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I. George,’ b. ca. 1906, md. Lucy Atkins (from Joyce Knoch). 


J. Charles,’ d. age two” 


x. Isham Wooldridge 
Isham Wooldridge was a son of Samuel C. 
Wooldridge and Lucy Penn (Hannah) Wooldridge. (1779 John', Nancy Ann’, Ann®, 


Samuel’) 


The Wooldridge Family by William C. Wooldridge stated as follows with regard to 
Isham Wooldridge: 


Sa Isham (“Isom’”)°’, b. Greenup Co. KY 1857, d. of typhoid fever Elliot Co. KY 
April 8, 1875. A farmer. Sharon Sloas of lsonville KY in 1998 had located and 
provided a transcript of lsom’s death record in Elliott Co. It is important because 
it places Isom’s grandmother Ann (Coleman) Wooldridge in Prince Edward Co. 
VA and so links Ann Wooldridge’s orphans in Botetourt Co. VA with [66] James 
Wooldridge of Prince Edward and Campbell. The death record says “son of 
Samuel & Lucy Wooldridge, father [276] b. Prince Edward Co. VA; mother b. 
Greenup Co. KY.” 


Xi. Possibly Mary E. (Wooldridge) Elwood And Her 
Husband Thomas Elwood 
Mary E. (Wooldridge) Clark was possibly a daughter 
of Samuel C. Wooldridge and Lucy Penn (Hannah) Wooldridge. (1779 John', Nancy 


Ann‘, Ann’, Samuel") 


The Wooldridge Family by William C. Wooldridge stated as follows with regard to 
Mary E. (Wooldridge) Elwood: 


“xi. Mary E.,° b. KY ca. 1859, md. ca. 1883 Thomas Elwood (is [xi.] Mary 
confused with [vi.] Elizabeth, or did both marry Thomas Elwood?). She was a 
late child but appears with Isom in their parents household in 1870. She was 
still at home with her parents in Elliott Co. KY in 1880. Possible child (surname 
WOOLDRIDGE): ? James S.,’ b. ca. 1877, in the 1880 Elliott Co., KY census 
with Mary in [276] Samuel’s household” 
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d. Nancy (Wooldridge) Martin, Her Husband Pryor Davenport 


Martin, Sometimes Known As Pryor D. M. Wright, And Her 
Descendants 


Nancy (Wooldridge) Martin was a daughter of Ann "Nancy" 
(Coleman) Wooldridge and James Wooldridge. (1779 John’, Nancy Ann?, Ann?*) 
In December 1820 at Prince Edward County, Virginia, Ct.O.B. 19/465 William 
Trent was appointed guardian of the minor defendants in a suit by Samuel Wright to 
divide the estate of Pryor Wright: 


“Samuel Wright Co Complt. ) 
against ) 
Keziah Wright widow of Pryor Wright decd, ) 
Pryor Wright, Thomas Wright, the infant children ) 
of Robert Wright decd. to wit Parker A, Nancy, ) In Chancery 
Cinda, Mina, Frances, Buckston, Mary Jane & ) 
Susan Wright, also the children of Molly Martin ) 
who was Molly Wright, to wit Samuel, Fanny, ) 
William, Robert, Davenport, Nancy and Polly ) 
Martin, who are also infants and Thomas Wright ) 
admr of Pryor Wright decd. Defs ) 


William Trent is appointed guardian for the infant Defendants for the special 
purpose of Defending their Interest in this suit, and this suit this day Came on to 
be heard by Consent of parties by Counsel, on the Bill Answer & statements of 
Counsel. In Consideration whereof It is Decreed & Ordered that Henry Trent, 
Thomas Walton, Alexander Patterson Fergus Ferguson & James Patterson or 
any three of them who are appointed Commissioners for the purpose do divid 
the Estate of Pryor Wright decd between the Complainant & Defendants who are 
the widow, Children and Grand Children of said Pryor Wright decd according to 
their respective rights, giving to the grand Children the part to which their father 
or mother would be entitled to were they Living, and the said Commissioners are 
to report to Court for a final Decree.” 


This record identifies Davenport Martin as a son of Mary (Wright) Martin: 
In July 1822 at Prince Edward County, Virginia, Ct.O.B. 20/326 the report of the 
commissioners in the suit by Samuel Wright to divide the estate of Pryor Wright was 


approved: 
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"Samuel Wright Complt. ) 
against ) 
Keziah Wright widow of Pryor Wright decd ) 
Pryor Wright, Thomas Wright, the children ) 
of Robert Wright decd. Vizt Parker A, Nancy, ) In Chancery 
Cinda, Mina, Frances, Buckston, Mary Jane & ) 
Susan Wright, the children of Molly Martin ) 
who was Molly Wright, Vizt Samuel, Fanny, ) 
William, Robert, Davinport, Nancy and Polly ) 
Martin © Defts _) 


This day came the parties by counsel, and the commissioners appointed by a 
former order of this court, having on the 19th day of November 1821, made a 
report in these words “Pursuant to &c.” and there being no exception to the 
same, it is confirmed, and decreed accordingly and ordered that the costs be 
equally borne by the parties.” 
This record reflects the same parties and, therefore, family of Pryor Wright as set forth 
above in Prince Edward County Ct.O.B. 19/485. 

In his letter dated March 29, 1988, William C. Wooldridge stated that the 
marriage bond of Nancy Wooldridge and Pryor D. Martin was dated in 1824 at Prince 
Edward County, Virginia, with Samuel D. Watkins as surety. 

The 1830 Census for Prince Edward County, Virginia, listed Pryor D. Martin with 


the following household: 


Names Free White Free White 
Heads of Families Males Age Females Age 
Pryor D Martin 2 20-30 1 20-30 

1 0-10 

1 0-5 
Slaves Slaves Free Colored Free Colored 
Male Age Female Age Males Age Females Age 

1 36-55 
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White Persons included in the foregoing Aliens - 
Deaf & Dumb Deaf & Dumb Deaf & Dumb Foreigners & 
Total Under 14 14 to 25 25+ Blind Naturalized 


6 


Slaves and Colored Persons, included in the foregoing 
Deaf& Dumb Deaf&Dumb Deaf & Dumb 


under 14 14 to 25 25+ Blind 





This record indicates that Pryor D. Martin and Nancy (Wooldridge) Martin were born 
between 1800 and 1810. 

In March 1833 at Prince Edward County, Virginia, Court Order Book 23/87 a 
summons was issued against Pryor D. Martin for failure to appear as a witness against 
Pryor Wright: 

"March Court 1833 


The Commonwealth Plaintiff 


) 
against ) 
Pryor Wright, William Martin, Pryor D Martin, ) Upon a 
W M Wright, Robert B Wright, Creed Jenkins ) Recognizance 
& S. D. Watkins Plaintiffs ) 


On the motion of the attorney for the Commonwealth, a summons is awarded 
against the defendants to shew cause against issuing a Scire facias, upon their 
recognizance for the default of Pryor D. Martin William M Wright and Creed 
Jenkins, and a summons is awarded against S. D. Watkins and Creed Jenkins 
for their default in not appearing according to their recognizance, as witness in 
behalf of the Commonwealth, against Pryor Wright &c. they being called and not 
appearing, and this Cause is continued till May court next." 


In May 1833 at Prince Edward County, Virginia, Court Order Book 23/114 
Pryor D. Martin, Robert B. Wright, Pryor Wright, Sr., William Martin, William Wright, and 


Pryor Wright, Jr., appeared in court and the summons against them was dismissed: 
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"May Court 1833 


The Commonwealth Plaintiff ) 
against ) 
Pryor Wright, William Martin, Pryor D ) Upon a Recognizance 
Martin, W M Wright, R B Wright, Creed ) 
Jenkins and S D Watkins, Pryor Wright jr ) 

) 


and Jos Wilson defts 


The defendants Pryor Wright Senr, William Martin, Pryor D Martin, William 
Wright, Robert B Wright and Pryor Wright jr appeared according to their 
recognizance thereupon they and their securities are discharged therefrom, And 
came as well the said defts. by their Attorney as the Attorney for the 
Commonwealth after hearing the testimony, and the oath of A. A. Legrand and 
Jacob Tibbs requiring surety of the of the said defendants. It is the opinion 
of the Court that the said defends be discharged from further prosecution, and 
the Summons awarded against the parties and Witnesses to shew Cause why a 
Writ of Scierifacias should not issue upon their recognizance having been 
executed all further proceedings thereupon are discontinued" 


In August 1833 at Prince Edward County, Virginia, Court Order Book 23/141 in 
the case of Jasper and Sally Romina [Romines?] versus the estate and heirs of Pryor 
Wright the court found the plaintiffs to be non-residents of Virginia and ordered them to 
post fees: 

"August Court 1833 


Jasper Romina and Sally his wife Piffs ) 
against ) 
Thomas Wright individually and as administrator ) 
of Pryor Wright deceased, Samuel Wright, Pryor R ) 
Wright junior Parke A Wright Creed Jenkins and ) 
Nancy his wife, Pryor B. Wright and Lucina his wife, ) 
Robert B Wright, Frances Wright Robert W Martin, ) 
Williamina his wife, Mary Jane Wright Samuel Martin, ) 
William Martin, Pryor D Wright, Silas Sivly and Nancy ) 
his wife, Mary Martin and Samuel Martin defts ) 


In Chancery 


It appearing to the satisfaction of the Court that the plfs are not inhabitants of this 
state on the motion of the Clerk of this Court It is ordered that the plffs give 
security for all fees that will become due to the officers of this court within sixty 
days, or that this suit be dismissed." 
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In this record Pryor D. Martin is listed as Pryor D. Wright, the first listing of him with his 
alternate name. 

On July 15, 1836, at Prince Edward County, Virginia, D.B. 21/441 Pryor D. M. 
Wright purchased from William M. Wright a 1/7 interest in land on Plain Run and 
William's interest in a slave Peter belonging to the estate of William's mother Mary 
Wright and all interest in the estate of William's grandmother Keziah Wright: 


"This Indenture made this 15th day of July in the year 1836 between William M. 
Wright of the county of Prince Edward and State of Virginia of the one part and 
Pryor D. M. Wright of the aforesaid County and State of the other part, 
Witnesseth: That the said William M Wright for and in consideration of Two 
hundred dollars of lawful money of this Commonwealth, to him in hand paid by 
the said Pryor D. M Wright at and before the ensealing and delivery of these 
presents, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, has bargained and sold, 
and by these presents doth bargain and sell unto the said Pryor D. M. Wright, his 
heirs and assigns forever, his entire interest it being one seventh, to and ina 
certain tract or parcel of land lying and being in the said County of Prince Edward 
and State of Virginia, on the head of a branch called Plain Run, and adjoining the 
lands of Samuel Wright, James Durram, Jno W. West & Jack Sears, also his 
entire right and interest to a certain negro man named Peter, which said interest 
in land and negro was derived to him the said William M Wright in right of his 
mother Mary Wright; also his entire interest both present and future of every kind 
and description to and in the estate of his grand mother Keziah Wright, Together 
with all the reversion and reversions, remainder and remainders, yearly and 
other rents, issues and profits thereof, and of every part and parcel thereof. To 
have and to hold the said interest of the said Tract or parcel of land and negro 
man, the said interest to and in the said estate of his said grand mother Keziah 
Wright, with the Tenements, hereditaments and all and singular, other the 
premises herein before mentioned, or intended to be bargained and sold, and 
every part and parcel thereof with every of his rights, members and 
appurtenances unto the said Pryor D. M. Wright, his heirs and assigns forever. 
And the said William M. Wright for himself and his heirs, the said property 
heretofore described, with all and singular the premises and appurtenances 
before mentioned unto the said Pryor D. M. Wright his heirs and assigns, free 
from the claim or claims of him the said William M. Wright or either of his heirs, 
and of all and every person or persons whatsoever shall will and do warrant and 
forever defend by these presents. In Witness whereof the said William M. 
Wright has hereunto set his hand and seal, the day and year first above written. 


Signed, sealed and deli- _) William M. Wright 


vered in presence of ) 
Robert B. Wright 
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Prince Edward County to wit: We William Mathews and R. Porter justices of the 
peace in the County aforesaid, in the State of Virginia, do hereby Certify that 
William M. Wright a party to a certain deed bearing date on the 15th day of July 
1836, and hereto annexed, personally appeared before us, in our County 
aforesaid, and acknowledged the same to be his act and deed, and desired us to 
Certify the said acknowledgement to the clerk of the county Court of Prince 
Edward, in order that the said deed may be recorded. Given under our hands 
and Seals this 16th day of July 1836. 


Wm Mathews 
Rezin Porter 


Prince Edward County Court Clerks office 16th July 1836. This Indenture with a 
certificate of acknowledgment annexed, was admitted to record. 


Teste 

B. J. Worsham C.C." 
The Keziah Wright referred to in this deed would be Keziah (Staples) Wright, the widow 
of 1820 Pryor Wright of Prince Edward County. The land on Plain Run would be the 
land owned by 1820 Pryor Wright at his death. The Mary Wright referred to in this deed 
would be Mary (Wright) Martin. As set forth above, Mary (Wright) Martin predeceased 
1820 Pryor Wright and left seven heirs, including a William and a Pryor Davenport, but 
who were listed as if their surnames were Martin. The listing of Pryor D. M. Wright 
suggests that Pryor Davenport Martin was sometimes also known as Pryor Davenport 
Martin Wright and was so named in this document. As set forth above, Pryor D. M. 
Wright later returned to using the name Pryor D. Martin. 

In his email dated January 26, 2006, William C. Wooldridge stated that the 1834 
to 1838 Prince Edward County, Virginia, Land Tax Lists reported 189-3/4 acres of land 
taxed to Robert, William, and Davenport Martin and their sisters and that the land was 
located 30 miles northwest of the county seat adjacent to the estate of Robert C. 
Wright. As will be set forth below, the 79 acres of land allocated from the estate of 
Pryor Wright to the estate of Robert C. Wright was located 30 miles northwest of the 
county seat adjacent to the land of John Sears. Prince Edward Deed 21/441 described 
the land sold by William M. Wright to Pryor D. M. Wright as adjacent to the land of Jack 
sears. As set forth above, Mary (Wright) Martin had seven children listed as her heirs 


0099D(070406) — 694. 


in the court order title. The result is that there would have to be two estates on Plain 
Run adjacent to John or Jack Sears, 30 miles northwest of the county seat, with seven 
heirs for the sale by William M. Wright in Prince Edward Deed 21/441 to be by 
someone different from William Martin named in the court order as the child of Mary 
(Wright) Martin. As William C. Wooldridge noted in his email, the improbability of such 
an occurrence is strong evidence for the identification of William M. Wright of the deed 
as William Martin and Pryor D. M. Wright as Pryor Davenport Martin. 

The 1836 Personal Property Tax List for Prince Edward County, Virginia, listed 
Pryor D. Wright with the following household: 





Names of Slaves Horses 

persons charge- above 12 Mules stud Horses 

able with tax years old &C Number Rate 
Pryor D Wright 2 


Riding & pleasure carriages of all discrip- 
tion Viz, Coaches, Pheatons Stage waggons, Carriage Amount 
Jersey Waggons, Carryalls & Gigs Tax of Tax 


12 


The 1837 Personal Property Tax List for Prince Edward County, Virginia, listed 
Pryor D. Wright with the following household: 


Names of persons Slaves above Horses otud Horses 
chargeable with tax 12 years old Mules &c Number Rate 


Pryor D Wright 2 


Riding & pleasure carriages of all discription 


Viz, Coaches, Pheatons Stage waggons, Carriage Amount 
Jersey Waggons, Carryalls & Gigs Tax of Tax 
12 


In October 1839 at Prince Edward County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 
24/286 the court entered its order appointing a commissioner to sell and divide the 


dower interest of Keziah Wright, widow of Pryor Wright: 
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"Samuel Wright Plaintiff ) 
against ) 
Thomas Wright as late administrator of Pryor ) 
Wright decd., and in his own right; Pryor Wright ) 
(Rucker), the children and heirs of Pryor Wright ) 
decd. to wit, Robert B. Wright, Parker A. Wright, ) 
Creed Jenkins and Nancy his wife formerly Wright, _) 
Pryor Wright son of Samuel and Lucinda his wife ) 
formerly Wright, Robert Martin & Mima his wife, late) 
Wright, Obadiah Wooldridge and Mary Jane his wife) In Chancery 
late Wright, Samuel Wilkinson and Susan his wife, __) 
late Wright and Richard Mann and Frances his wife, _ ) 
formerly Wright, the children and heirs of Mary Martin ) 
decd, to wit, Samuel, William, Robert and Pryor D. _) 
Martin, Jasper Romines & Frances his wife, formerly ) 
Martin, Silas Lively and Nancy his wife, formerly ) 
Martin, and John Champlours and Polly his wife ) 
formerly Martin, and John |. Flournoy Sheriff and ) 
admr. de bonis non of Pryor Wright decd. Defts ) 


This cause this day came on to be heard on the bill taken for confessed, on 
subpoena executed on all the resident defendants, except Pryor D. and William 
Martin, whose answer is this day filed by consent, and on the order of publication 
as to the absent defendants, which appears to have been duly published - the 
answer of the said Pryor D. and William Martin and the exhibits filed, and was 
argued by counsel, on consideration whereof, and by consent of parties, the 
court doth adjudge, order and decree that John T. Bocock who is hereby 
appointed commissioner for the purpose, do (as early as possible) proceed to 
sell on the premises the dower land and slaves in the bill mentioned, to the 
highest bidder, having previously advertised the time, place and terms of sale for 
thirty days at the front door of the court house of this County, and at some 
convenient public place near the premises, the slaves on a credit of twelve 
months, and the land one half on a credit of six months the other half on a credit 
of one year, taking in each case bonds with good personal security, retaining the 
title of the land till the purchase money is all paid, and report his proceedings to 
this court; and that the same commissioner take an account of the administration 
of Thomas Wright late administrator of the estate of Pryor Wright decd. and of 
John J. Flournoy Sheriff and as such administrator de bonis non of said Pryor 
Wright decd., also an account of the rents and hires of the dower land and 
slaves held by the said Thomas Wright and the death of the widow Keziah; That 
the same commissioner ascertain in what manner the property now for division 
should be divided, so as to make the former and present divisions equal, for 
which purpose he shall ascertain the difference in value of the shares formerly 
alloted to the several legatees, whether the difference has been made up with its 
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interest, and report the same with any other matters deemed pertinent by 

himself, or which may be required by the parties to be specially stated." 
This record identifies Pryor Davenport Martin as a son of Mary (Wright) Martin and 
reflects a change back from Pryor D. M. Wright or Pryor D. Wright to his original name 
of Pryor Davenport Martin. 

The 1840 Census for Prince Edward County, Virginia, listed Pryor D. Martin with 


the following household: 


Free White Free White 
Names of Persons Persons 
Heads of Families Males Age Females Age 
Pryor D Martin 1 40-50 1 20-30 
1 30-40 1 15-20 
2 5-10 1 10-15 
1 0-5 1 0-5 
Free Colored Free Colored 
Persons Persons Slaves Slaves 
Male Age Female Age Males Age Females Age 
1 55-100 


Number of Persons in each Family Employed in 
Navi- Navigation of 
Manufacture gationof canals lakes 
Total Mining Agriculture Commerce andtrades_ the ocean and rivers 


6 3 


Learned Pensioners for Revolution- Deaf and Dumb, Blind and Insane White 


profes- ary or Military Services Persons included in the Foregoing 
sions and included in the foregoing. Deaf and Dumb Blind 
engineers Names Ages’ No. Ages 
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Deaf and Dumb, Blind 


and Insane White Persons Deaf and Dumb, Blind and Insane 

in the Foregoing [Continued] Colored Persons Included in the Foregoing 
Insane and Idiots Deaf, Dumb, Insane and Idiots 

Insane and Insane and and Blind Insane and Insane and 
idiots at idiots at Deaf & idiots at idiots at 


public charge private charge Dumb_ Blind private charge public charge 








Schools, &c. 
Primary No. of 
Univer- Academies and Scholars 
sities or Numberof & Grammar No. of Common. No. of at pub- 
College Students Schools Scholars Schools Scholars lic charge 





No. of white persons over 90 years of age 
in each family who cannot read or write 


This record indicates that Pryor D. Martin was born between 1800 to 1810 or 1810 to 
1820, depending upon which of the older men was him, and that Nancy (Wooldridge) 
Martin was born between 1810 and 1820. 

In July 1844 at Prince Edward County, Virginia, Court Order Book 25/303 in the 
case of Samuel Wright v. James McDearmon, as administrator of the estate of Thomas 
Wright, the court ordered publication of notice of the suit for out of state defendants: 

"July Court 1844 


Samuel Wright Senr, Parker A. Wright, Creed T Jenkins ) 
and Nancy his wife formerly Wright, Obadiah Wooldridge _) 
and Mary Jane his wife, Pryor B Wright and Lucinda his ) 
wife, Robert W. Martin and Willelmina his wife, Richard ) 
Mann and Frances his wife, William S Wilkerson and Susan ) 
his wife, Robert B Wright, William Martin, Pryor D Martin ) In Chancery 
and Robert Martin plffs ) 
against ) 
James McDearmon admor of Thomas Wright decd, Samuel ) 
Martin, Francis Romines, Silas Silby and Nancy his wife ) 
and Polly Martin Defts ) 


The defts Samuel Martin, Francis Romines Silas Silby and Nancy his wife and 
Polly Martin not having entered their appearance and given Security according to 
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an act of the general assembly and the rules of this court, and it appearing to the 
satisfaction of the court that they are not inhabitants of this State, on the motion 
of the plaintiffs by counsel, It is ordered that the said defendants Samuel Martin, 
Francis Romines, Silas Silby and Nancy his wife and Polly Martin do appear here 
on the first day of October Court next, and answer the plaintiffs bill, and that a 
copy of this order be forthwith inserted in some one of the public news papers 
printed in the City of Richmond for two months successively, and also posted at 
the front door of the court house of the County." 


In May 1845 at Prince Edward County, Virginia, Court Order Book 26/35 in the 
case of Samuel Wright v. James McDearmon, as administrator of the estate of Thomas 
Wright, the court appointed a commissioner to divide the estate of Thomas Wright 
among his heirs: 

"May Court 1845 


Samuel Wright Senr, Parker A. Wright, Creed T. Jenkins ) 
and Nancy his wife, formerly Nancy Wright, Obadiah ) 
Wooldridge and Mary Jane his wife, Pryor B. Wright & ) 
Lucinda his wife, Robert W. Martin and Wilhelmima his wife, ) 
Richard Mann and Frances his wife, William S. Wilkerson _ ) 
and Susan his wife, Robert B. Wright William Martin, ) 
Pryor D. Martin and Robert Martin Plffs  ) 
against ) 
James McDearman admor of Thomas Wright decd, Samuel ) 
Martin, Frances Romines, Silas Silby and Nancy his wife &  ) 
Polly Martin Defts ) 


In chancery 


This day this cause came on to be heard upon the bill and answer of the 
defendant James McDearmon admor of Thomas Wright decd and exhibits filed, 
and it appearing to the Court that the plffs have proceeded regularly and 
according to law against the absent defendants, the court doth order, adjudge 
and decree that the defendant James McDearmon admor of Thomas Wright 
decd do render an account of his administration of the estate of Thomas Wright 
decd, before Charles Davidson who is appointed a special commissioner for that 
purpose; and the court doth also order, adjudge and decree that William Trent 
Thomas A. Legrand and John Sears who are appointed Commissioners for that 
purpose, do go upon the land in the plaintiffs bill mentioned, together with 
Zachariah Cheatham surveyor of the County of Appomattox and divide the same 
into four equal parts having regard as well to quality as to quantity, and that they 
do allot to Samuel Wright Senr, one part, to Pryor Wright one part, and to Parker 
A Wright, Creed T Jenkins and Nancy his wife, Obadiah Wooldridge and Mary 
Jane his wife, Pryor B Wright & Lucinda his wife, Robert W. Martin and 
Wilhelmima his wife, Richard Mann & Frances his wife, William S. Wilkinson and 


0099D(070406) 699. 


Susan his wife and Robert B. Wright one part, and to William Martin, Pryor D. 
Martin, Robert W Martin, Samuel Martin, Frances Romines, Silas Selby and 
Nancy his wife & Polly Martin one part, the choice to be decided by lot, and that 
they do also divide the part that may be allotted to William Martin, Pryor D. 
Martin, Robert W. Martin, Samuel Martin Frances Romines, Silas Selby & Nancy 
his wife and Polly Martin into Seven parts, having regard as well to quality as to 
quantity &c that they allot to each one, one part, the choice to be decided by lot, 
and that they report to Court" 


In May 1845 at Prince Edward County, Virginia, Court Order Book 26/37 Pryor D. 
Martin obtained a judgement against James McDearmon, as administrator of the estate 
of Thomas Wright, for $41.70: 

"May Court 1845 


Pryor D. Martin plaintiff ) 
against ) In case 
James McDearmon admr of Thomas Wright decd Defendant ) 


This day came the plaintiff by his attorney, and came also a jury to wit, Edwin 
Edmunds, John P. Hawkins, Edward Chappell, Jared Todd, Edward A. Carter, 
John W. Rodgers, Robert V. Davis, Robert Booker, James M Wootton, Pettus 
Perkinson, Havell E Warren and William D. Taylor, who being sworn well and 
truly to enquire of damages in this suit, upon their oath do say the plff hath 
sustained damages by reason of the defendants non performance of the 
promises & assumptions on the declaration mentioned, to forty one dollars and 
seventy cents with Interest thereon from the 1st day of January 1841 till 
payment. Therefore it is Considered by the court that the plaintiff recover 
against the said defendant his damages aforesaid assessed with Interest 
thereon at six per centum per annum from the 1st day of January 1841 till 
payment, together with his costs in this behalf expended, to be levied of the 
goods and chattels of the intestate in the hands of the defendant to be 
administered, if so much thereof he hath, and the said defendant in mercy &c." 


In August 1845 at Prince Edward County, Virginia, Court Order Book 26/60 in the 
case of Samuel Wright v. James McDearmon, as administrator of the estate of Thomas 
Wright, the court ordered the removal of the case to newly formed Appomattox County, 


where the parties resided: 
"August Court 1845 


Samuel Wright Senr, Parker A. Wright, Creed T. Jenkins and ) 
Nancy his wife formerly Nancy Wright, Obadiah Wooldridge | ) 
and Mary Jane his wife, Pryor B. Wright and Lucinda his wife, ) 
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Robert W. Martin and Wilhelmina his wife, Richard Mann and ) 
Frances his wife, William S. Wilkinson and Susan his wife, ) 
Robert B. Wright, William Martin, Pryor D. Martin & Robert ) In chancery 
Martin Piffs  ) 
against ) 
James McDearmon admor. of Thomas Wright decd., Samuel ) 
Martin, Francis Romines, Silas Selby & Nancy his wife & Polly ) 
Martin defts ) 


Same entry. [The parties in this cause, residing in the County of Appomattox, 
the cause is removed to the court___ that county to be there tried and 
determined.]" 


In August 1845 at Prince Edward County, Virginia, Court Order Book 26/61 in the 
case of Samuel Wright v. Thomas Wright, as late administrator of the estate of Pryor 
Wright, the court ordered the removal of the case to newly formed Appomattox County, 
where the parties resided: 

"August Court 1845 


Samuel Wright ) 
against ) 
Thomas Wright as late admor of Pryor Wright decd, and ) 
in his own right, Pryor Wright (Rucker), the children and ) 
heirs of Pryor Wright decd. to wit Robert B. Wright, ) 
Parker A. Wright, Creed Jenkins and Nancy his wife, ) 
formerly Wright, Pryor Wright son of Samuel & Lucinda ) 
his wife formerly Wright, Robert Martin and Mima his wife ) 
late Wright, Obadiah Wooldridge and Mary Jane his wife ) 
late Wright, Samuel Wilkerson and Susan his wife late ) In chancery 
Wright, and Richard Mann and Frances his wife formerly ) 
Wright, the children & heirs of Mary Martin decd. to wit, ) 
samuel, William, Robert and Pryor D. Martin, Jasper ) 
Romines & Frances his wife formerly Martin, Silas Sively ) 
and Nancy his wife, formerly Martin, & John Champlains ) 
and Polly his wife formerly Martin, and John J. Flournoy ) 
Sheriff and administrator de bonis non of Pryor Wright ) 
decd. Defts ) 


Same entry. [The parties in this cause, residing in the County of Appomattox, 


the cause is removed to the court __ that county to be there tried and 
determined.|" 
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The 1850 Census for Appomattox County, Virginia, listed Pryor D. Martin with 
the following household on August 10, 1850: 





Value of 
Name Age Sex Color Occupation Real Estate 
Pryor D. Martin 45 ™M Farmer 2200 
Nancy Martin 43 OF 
Herbert Martin 20 M Laborer 
Purvis Martin 16 M Laborer 
Colemon Martin 10 M 
Isabella Martin 13 F 
Nancy Martin 9 F 
Elizabeth Martin 8 F 
Place of Married Attended School CannotRead Deaf Dumb Blind 
Birth __ Within Year WithinYear == &Write Insaneetc. 
Va 
Va 
Va 
Va 
Va 
Va 
Va 
Va 


This record indicates that Nancy (Wooldridge) Martin was born in about 1807 and that 
Pryor D. Martin was born in about 1805. 

_ The 1860 Census for Appomattox County, Virginia, listed Pryor D. Martin (W) 
with the following household on July 28, 1860: 


Value of 
Name Age Sex Color Occupation Real Estate 
Pryor D. Martin (W) 90 M Mail Carrier 
Isabelle Martin 22 F 
Nancy Martin 19 F 
Elizabeth Martin 15 F 
Pryor Martin 11 M 
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Value of Married Attended Cannot 


Personal Place of Within School Read & Deaf Dumb 
Property _ Birth Year Within Year Write Blind Insane etc. 
100 Virginia 1 
Virginia 
Virginia 
Virginia 
Virginia 


This record indicates that Pryor D. Martin was born in about 1810. The absence of 
Nancy (Wooldridge) Martin indicates that she had probably died before 1860. The 
notation after his name of “(W)” probably stands for widower, which would be consistent 
with the death of Nancy (Wooldridge) Martin before 1860. 

The 1870 Census for Appomattox County, Virginia, listed Pryor D. Martin in the 
Marsha Duguid household on July 16, 1870: 


Value of Value of 





of Real Personal 
Name Age Sex Color Occupation Estate Property 
Marsha Duguid 74 F  W_ Keeping house 350 100 
Kitty Duguid 35 F W_- Cook 
Ned Fountain 50 M W_- Farm Laborer 
Pryor D Martin 54. MW _ Invalid 
Nancy Martin 20 F W_- Keeping House 
Bettie Martin 28 F W _ Assists in Housework 
Isabella Martin 30 F W_- Seamstress 
Mary Martin 9 F W 
Place of Married Born Within Attended School Cannot Cannot 
Birth Within Year Year Within Year Read Write 
Va 1 1 
Va | 1 1 
Va 
Va 
Va 
Va 
Va 
Va 
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Deaf Dumb Blind Male Citizen Male Citizen Over 21 


Insane or Idiot Over 21 Without Right to Vote 
1 
1 


This record indicates that Pryor D. Martin was born in about 1816. 
The 1880 Census for Appomattox County, Virginia, listed Pryor D. Martin, Sr., 
with the following household on June 1, 1880: 








Month of 
Name Color Sex Age _ Birth Relationship 
Pryor D Martin Sr W M 73 
Bettie E Martin W F 32 Daughter 
Sami R Martin W M 12 Grandson 
John P Martin W M 9 Grandson 
Married Months Sickness Blind 
Marital During Unem- Deaf & Dumb 
Status Year Occupation ployed Idiotic Disabled 
Wd Farmer Blind 
S Keeping House 
S 
S 
Attended School Cannot Cannot Father Mother 
Within Year Read Write Born Born Born 
1 Virginia Virginia Virginia 
1 Virginia Virginia Virginia 


Virginia Virginia Virginia 
Virginia Virginia Virginia 


This record indicates that Pryor D. Martin was born in about 1807. 
In her letters dated March 9 and May 4, 1995, Linda Stufflebean enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Nancy(?) Wooldridge was a daughter of Ann "Nancy" 


0099D(070406) 704. 


(Coleman) Wooldridge and James Wooldridge, was born about 1805 at Virginia, and 
married Pryor Martin about 1824. 

In her email dated August 23, 1997, Joyce L. Knoch stated that Nancy 
Wooldridge was a daughter of Ann (Coleman) Wooldridge and James Wooldridge, was 
born in about 1805 and married Pryor Martin and that Pryor Martin was born in about 
1801 at Virginia. 

The Wooldridge Family by William C. Wooldridge stated as follows with regard to 
Nancy (Wooldridge) Martin: 


“273 Nancy (Anna), b. ca. 1796, d. ca. 1842? md. Prince Edward Co. VA Feb. 4, 
1824 (bond) Pryor D. Martin (b. 1807, d. after 1860), with Samuel D. Watkins on 
the bond. This Nancy is attributed to [66] James and Anne (Coleman) 
Wooldridge because she named a son Coleman. Nancy was not bound out in 
1807 along with the other orphans of Anne (Coleman) Wooldridge. She was 
older than the others, and it may be that she stayed with James Wooldridge or 
another relative. 


She fits in the 1820 census with [66] James Wooldridge, and may have been 
enumerated twice in 1830, once in Campbell with her half-brother Peter 
Wooldridge and again in Prince Edward with her husband. The following 
(hypothetical) table shows the overall consistency of the 1820 enumeration for 
James with the 1830 enumeration for James (by himself) plus Peter (with the 
rest of James’s 1820 household). 


Campbell County 


1820 census 1830 census 
James James Peter 
James b. 1/60 over 45 70-80 
Frances/Mary b. 1770 over 45 60-70 
Nancy b. ca. 1796 16-25 30-40 
Peter b. 1810 10-15 20-30 
Lewellen b.ca. 1810 10-15 20-30 
Keziah b. 1807 10-15 absent (md. 1829) 
Mary G./J. b. ca. 1820 under 10 10-15 
girl not identified under 5 


Prince Edward Co. 
1830 census, Pryor D. Martin 


Pryor b. 1807 20-30 
male 20-30 
Nancy? b. ca. 1796 30-40 
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Mary G./J.? b. ca. 1820 9-10 
girl not identified under 5 


In connection with Nancy Wooldridge’s 1824 marriage in Prince Edward to 
Pryor D. Martin (“both of the said county”), “This day Samuel D. Watkins made 
oath before me that Nancy Wooldridge above named is a resident of said 
county, and that she Is 21 years old,” meaning of age, at least 21. This could 
suggest that Samuel D. Watkins had some responsibility for at least connection 
to Nancy Wooldridge, but neither Samuel D. Watkins's own marriage nor any 
connection to the Wooldridge family has been noticed. 


Pryor D. Martin was the son of Mary (Wright) Martin and, possibly, William 
Martin. The siblings were Samuel, William, Robert, Pryor D., Frances (md. 
Jasper Romines), Nancy (md. Silas Lively), and Polly (md. John Champlours).*° 


Mary G. Wooldridge, Nancy's apparent daughter, was born ca. 1820. When 
Mary G. married in 1839, Anne (=Nancy?) or Anna Wooldridge consented, and 
Robert B. Wright (husband of [277] Keziah and so [273] Nancy's brother-in-law) 
was on the bond. Use of Nancy/Anne’s maiden name on the consent is 
consistent with the supposition that Mary G. was not Pryor D. Martin’s daughter. 
At first glance it seems there could have been two Nancy Wooldridges,*” one 
born ca. 1796 who did not marry (mother of Mary G. Wooldridge) and one born 
ca. 1807 (married Pryor Martin). However, it is difficult to find parents for them 
both, and as the previously noted 1830 census extracts show, Pryor Martin's 
household, including his apparent wife born in the 1790's, is entirely consistent 
with [66] James and [278] Peter Wooldridge’s households. 


Nancy may have died in 1842, when Elizabeth was born, or shortly thereafter. 
There was a 43-year-old Nancy enumerated with Pryor D. Martin in the 1850: 
Appomattox census with the younger children who were still at home, and Pryor 
had a son in 1849 or 1850. This 1850 census Nancy, born ca. 1807, could be 
[273] Nancy with a wrong age (women got younger as the years passed, except 
very old women, who tended to get even older in successive census). Or [273] 
Nancy could have died about 1842 — there are no children from 1842 to 1849/50 
— and Pryor remarried another Nancy. There are no Appomattox marriage 
records for this period. 


In the 1860 Appomattox census, Pryor D. Martin, widowed ("W”"), was a mail 
carrier, a job which his son [x.] Pryor D. eventually inherited. The Appomattox 
death records begin in 1853, and 1856, 1858 and perhaps other years are 
missing. Nancy (Wooldridge) Martin was not found in the surviving death 
records from 1853 to 1861. Nancy (Wooldridge) Martin’s children.* 


(surname WOOLDRIDGE): 
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i. Mary G. or Jane’® b. ca. 1820, d. probably Fayette Co. WV after 1860 _ 
1891,°° md. Prince Edward Co. VA Aug. 12, 1839, [619] Simon Wooldridge Bond 
of Simon Wooldridge and Robert B. Wright, August 12, 1839: “whereas there is 
a marriage shortly intended to be solemnized between the above bound Simon 
Wooldridge & Mary G. Wooldridge daughter of Anna Wooldridge all of Prince 
Edw'd County ...” Consent: “This is to certify that | do desire and Request you to 
grant and isshue Licens of matrimony to marry my daughter Mary g. [j.?] 
Wooldridge and Simon Wooldridge of the said county as given from under my 
hand ths day the 3rd August 1839, Annah Wooldridge. Test [witness] Robert B. 
Wright.” Simon [619] Wooldridge (son of [182] Robert) appears in the 1840 
Prince Edward census with, probably, his new wife, 15-20. In subsequent 
censuses, Cited in the entry for [619] Simon, Mary's age varies widely: 22 in 
1850 (but that would make her 11 when she married!), 40 in 1860 (about right), 
as Mary Jane (if this is the same person) 45 in 1870. Her last known child was 
born in 1859. No death record could be found for Mary in the Fayette Co. WV 
death register. For children see entry for [619] Simon. One was named James 
Robert, perhaps for Mary's Wooldridge grandfather and Simon’s Wooldridge 
father. 


(surname MARTIN): 
li. ? James’, b. ca. 1825, laborer in Appomattox census, not in his father’s 
household but in the household of his possible grandparents, William B. and 


Mary Martin. 


ii. | Lucy®, b. ca. 1826, d. 1874,°” md. ca. 1849 [256.ii.] Daniel B. Wooldridge, 
see Daniel's entry for children 


Iv. Herbert®, b. ca. 1830 in 1850 Appomattox census 


V. Purvis R.°, b. ca. 1834, laborer in 1850 Appomattox census, a cooper, 25, 
by himself in 1860 


Vi. Ilsabella®, b. ca. 1837, in 1850 Appomattox census, 22 in 1860 
vii. | Coleman’, b. ca. 1840, in 1850 Appomattox census 
viii. Nancy’, b. ca. 1841, in 1850 Appomattox census, 19 in 1860 
Ix. Elizabeth’, b. ca. 1842, in 1850 Appomattox census, 15 in 1860 
? Pryor D., b. late 1850 (absent from household in 1850 census, 11 in 
1860), d. of consumption 1895 or 1896, md. Appomattox Jan. 7, 1869, Julia A. 


Martin, (b. ca. 1853; dt. of A. G. Martin). The marriage record gave his father as 
P. D. Martin. Bride and groom were residents of Appomattox. The 8 year gap in 


0099D(070406) 707. 


children between [ix.] Elizabeth and [x.] Pryor, [273] Nancy's age, and the failure 
of [x.] Pryor to show with the rest in 1850 raise the question of whether he was 
the child of [273] Nancy or of a second wife of Pryor’s. His death record in 
Appomattox omits his parents. “He was a Star Route mail carrier from 
Appomattox Station to Old Appomattox Court House, a distance of three miles. 
He carried the mail on foot and was known as the rapid transit footman. An 
excellent performer on the violin, he was in great demand at all social gatherings 
of the neighborhood. Popular with all, good neighbor, and valuable citizen.” 
Children (surname MARTIN): 


A. Lillie, b. 1870, md. Samuel R. Martin, b. 1867, d. 1932 

B Alice, b. 1875, d. 1930, md. John Martin 

D. Pervis (Purvis), b. 1876, md. Ella Williams 

D Elnora, b. 1879, d. 1926, md. Tom Cumby 

E Lucy, b. 1881, d. 1933, md. George Williams 

i Travis, b. 1883, md. Mattie Driskill 

G. Florence, b. 1885, d. after 1967, md. [256.i.G.II.] Humphrey Lee 
Wooldridge. Florence Martin was interviewed in Appomattox in 1967. She said 
that her parents Pryor and Julie Martin were not kin, probably meaning not close 
kin. She said that her father [x.] Pryor had a sister [half sister?] Lucy who 
married [256.ii.] Daniel B. Wooldridge. See entry for Daniel in Nathaniel R. 
Featherston, The History of Appomattox, Virginia (American Legion Post 104, 
Appomattox, 1948), p. 286. 

H. Mary, b. 1887, md. Buck Blackwell 

. Isabelle, b. 1892, md. Richard Grady 

J. Willie, b. 1893, md. William Strong 

K. Julia (twin) b. 1895, md. Lewelyn Giles 

L. Julian (twin), b. 1895, d. 1933, md. a Bell?” 


I. Herbert Martin 
Herbert Martin was a son of Nancy (Wooldridge) 
Martin and Pryor D. Martin. (1779 John’, Nancy Ann’, Ann’, Nancy’) 
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The 1850 Census for Appomattox County, Virginia, listed Herbert Martin in the 
Pryor D. Martin household on August 10, 1850, and his age as 20, indicating a date of 
birth in about 1820. 

The Wooldridge Family by William C. Wooldridge stated that: 

“... Nancy (Wooldridge) Martin's children*° 


(surname MARTIN) 
iv. | Herbert®, b. ca. 1830, laborer in 1850 Appomattox census... ." 


Il. Purvis Martin 
Purvis Martin was a son of Nancy (Wooldridge) Martin 

and Pryor D. Martin. (1779 John’, Nancy Ann’, Ann®, Nancy*) 

The 1850 Census for Appomattox County, Virginia, listed Purvis Martin in the 
Pryor D. Martin household on August 10, 1850, and his age as 16, indicating a date of 
birth in about 1834. 

The 1860 Census for Appomattox County, Virginia, listed Purvis R. Martin with 
the following household on June 30, 1860: 








Value of 
Name Age Sex Color Occupation Real Estate 
Purvis R. Martin 25 $M Grosser (Cooper?) 
Value of Married Attended Cannot 
Personal Place of Within School Read & Deaf Dumb 
Property —_ Birth Year Within Year Write Blind Insane etc. 
30 Virginia 
This record indicates that Purvis R. Martin was born in about 1835. 
The Wooldridge Family by William C. Wooldridge stated that: 
“’... Nancy (Wooldridge) Martin's children* 
(surname MARTIN) 
v. - Purvis R.°, b. ca. 1834, laborer in 1850 Appomattox census, a cooper, 25, 


~ by himself in 1860... ." 
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lil. Isabella Martin 
Isabella Martin was a daughter of Nancy (Wooldridge) 
Martin and Pryor D. Martin. (1779 John’, Nancy Ann?, Ann®, Nancy“) 

The 1850 Census for Appomattox County, Virginia, listed Isabella Martin in the 
Pryor D. Martin household on August 10, 1850, and her age as 13, indicating a date of 
birth in about 1837. 

The 1860 Census for Appomattox County, Virginia, listed Isabella Martin in the 
Pryor D. Martin household on July 28, 1860, and her age as 22 and born in Virginia, 
indicating a date of birth in about 1838. 

The 1870 Census for Appomattox County, Virginia, listed Isabella Martin in the 
Marsha Duguid household on July 16, 1870, and her age as 30 and born in Virginia, 
indicating a date of birth in about 1840, and her occupation as seamstress. 

The Wooldridge Family by William C. Wooldridge stated that: 

“,.. Nancy (Wooldridge) Martin's children*® 


(surname MARTIN) 
vi. Isabella®, b. ca. 1837, in 1850 Appomattox census, 22 in 1860... .” 
Iv. Coleman Martin 
Coleman Martin was a son of Nancy (Wooldridge) 

Martin and Pryor D. Martin. (1779 John’, Nancy Ann’, Ann®, Nancy‘) 

The 1850 Census for Appomattox County, Virginia, listed Coleman Martin in the 
Pryor D. Martin household on August 10, 1850, and his age as 10, indicating a date of 
birth in about 1840. 

The Wooldridge Family by William C. Wooldridge stated that: 

“.... Nancy (Wooldridge) Martin's children® 

(surname MARTIN) 


vii. | Coleman®, b. ca. 1840, in 1850 Appomattox census... ." 
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V. Nancy Martin 
Nancy Martin was a daughter of Nancy (Wooldridge) 
Martin and Pryor D. Martin. (1779 John’, Nancy Ann?, Ann?, Nancy’) 

The 1850 Census for Appomattox County, Virginia, listed Nancy Martin in the 
Pryor D. Martin household on August 10, 1850, and her age as 9, indicating a date of 
birth in about 1841. 

The 1860 Census for Appomattox County, Virginia, listed Nancy Martin in the 
Pryor D. Martin household on July 28, 1860, and her age as 19 and born in Virginia, 
indicating a date of birth in about 1841. 

The 1870 Census for Appomattox County, Virginia, listed Nancy Martin in the 
Marsha Duguid household on July 16, 1870, and her age as 29 and born in Virginia, 
indicating a date of birth in about 1841, and her occupation as keeping house. 

The Wooldridge Family by William C. Wooldridge stated that: 

“'... Nancy (Wooldridge) Martin's children® 


(surname MARTIN) 
vii. | Nancy®, b. ca. 1841, in 1850 Appomattox census, 19 in 1860... ." 


Vi. Elizabeth E. Martin 
Elizabeth E. Martin was a daughter of Nancy 

(Wooldridge) Martin and Pryor D. Martin. (1779 John’, Nancy Ann*, Ann®, Nancy“) 

The 1850 Census for Appomattox County, Virginia, listed Elizabeth Martin in the 
Pryor D. Martin household on August 10, 1850, and her age as 8, indicating a date of 
birth in about 1842. 

The 1860 Census for Appomattox County, Virginia, listed Elizabeth Martin in the 
Pryor D. Martin household on July 28, 1860, and her age as 15 and born in Virginia, 
indicating a date of birth in about 1845. 

The 1870 Census for Appomattox County, Virginia, listed Bettie Martin in the 
Marsha Duguid household on July 16, 1870, and her age as 28 and born in Virginia, 


indicating a date of birth in about 1842, and her occupation as assists in housework. 
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The 1880 Census for Appomattox County, Virginia, listed Bettie E. Martin in the 
Pryor D. Martin household on June 1, 1880, and her age as 32 and born in Virginia, 
indicating a date of birth in 1848. 


The Wooldridge Family by William C. Wooldridge stated that: 
“_.. Nancy (Wooldridge) Martin's children® 


(surname MARTIN) 
ix.  Elizabeth®, b. ca. 1842, in 1850 Appomattox census, 15 in 1860... ." 


Vil. Pryor Davenport Martin, Jr., His Wife Judith Or Julia 
(Martin) Martin, And His Descendants 


Pryor Davenport Martin, Jr., was a son of Pryor 
Davenport Martin and Nancy (Wooldridge) Martin. (1779 John’, Nancy Ann?, Ann®, 
Nancy*) 
The 1860 Census for Appomattox County, Virginia, listed Pryor Martin in the 
Pryor D. Martin household on July 28, 1860, and his age as 11 and born in Virginia, 
indicating a date of birth in about 1849. 
The 1870 Census for Appomattox County, Virginia, listed Pryor Wright with the 


following household on July 15, 1870: 


Value Value of 
of Real Personal 





Name Age Sex Color Occupation Estate Property 
Pryor Martin 22 M W _ ~ FarmLa. 

Judith Martin 18 F W Keeping House 

Bridget Martin 6/12 F W 

Place of Married Born Within Attended School Cannot Cannot 
Birth Within Year Year Within Year Read Write 
Va 

Va 

Va 
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Deaf Dumb Blind Male Citizen Male Citizen Over 21 
Insane or Idiot Over 21 Without Right to Vote 


1 


This record indicates that Pryor Davenport Martin, Jr., was born in about 1848 and 
Judith (Martin) Martin was born in about 1852. 
The 1880 Census for Appomattox County, Virginia, listed Pryor D. Martin, Jr., 
with the following household on June 1, 1880: | 
Month of 








Name Color Sex Age _ Birth Relationship 
Pryor D Martin Jr W M 30 
Julia Martin W F 29 Wife 
Olelia Martin W F 10 Daughter 
Susan (?) W Martin W F 7 Daughter 
Alan P Martin W M 4 son 
Elnorat (?) Martin W F 3 Daughter 
Lucy Jane Martin W F 1 Daughter 
Charles B Martin W M 23 Brother 
Married Months Sickness Blind 
Marital | During | Unem- Deaf & Dumb 
Status Year Occupation ployed Idiotic Disabled 
M Mail carrier Farmer 


& Shoemaker 
Keeping House 
at Home 


NNNNNHE 


farm laborer 
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Attended School Cannot Cannot Father Mother 
Within Year Read Write Born Born Born 

1 Virginia Virginia Virginia 

1 1 Virginia Virginia Virginia 

1 Virginia Virginia Virginia 

Virginia Virginia Virginia 

Virginia Virginia Virginia 

Virginia Virginia Virginia 

Virginia Virginia Virginia 

Virginia Virginia Virginia 


This record indicates that Pryor D. Martin, Jr., was born in about 1850 and that Julia 
(Martin) Martin was born in about 1851. 

Appomattox County History And Genealogy by Nathaniel Ragland Featherston 
listed the following information for Pryor D. Martin: 


“Martin, Pryor D., 1849-1896, Married Judie A. Martin, 1853- 
Children: Lillie, 1870, Married Samuel R. Martin 

Alice, 1875-1930, Married John Martin 

Pervis, 1876, Married Ella Williams 

Elnora, 1879-1926, Married Tom Cumby 

Lucy, 1881-1933, Married George Williams 
Travis, 1883, Married Mattie Driskill 

Florence, 1885, Married Humphrey Wooldridge 
Mary, 1887, Married Buck Blackwell 

Isabelle, 1892, Married Richard Grady 

Willie, 1893, Married William Strong 

(Julia, 1895, Married Lewelyn Giles 

(Julian, 1895-1933, Married Bell” 


Twins: 


The Wooldridge Family by William C. Wooldridge stated that: 
“.... Nancy (Wooldridge) Martin's children® 


(surname MARTIN) 


xX. ?Pryor D., b. late 1850 (absent from household in 1850 census, 11 in 
1860), d. of consumption 1895 or 1896, md. Appomattox Jan. 7, 1869, Julia A. 
Martin, (b. ca. 1853; dt. of A. G. Martin). The marriage record gave his father as 
P. D. Martin. Bride and groom were residents of Appomattox. The 8 year gap in 
children between [ix.] Elizabeth and [x.] Pryor, [273] Nancy's age, and the failure 
of [x.] Pryor to show with the rest in 1850 raise the question of whether he was 
the child of [273] Nancy or of a second wife of Pryor's. His death record in 
Appomattox omits his parents. "He was a Star Route mail carrier from 
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Appomattox Station to Old Appomattox Court House, a distance of three miles. 
He carried the mail on foot and was known as the rapid transit footman. An 
excellent performer on the violin, he was in great demand at all social gatherings 
of the neighborhood. Popular with all, good neighbor, and valuable citizen." 
Children (surname MARTIN): 


A. Lillie, b. 1870, md. Samuel R. Martin, b. 1867, d. 1932 

B Alice, b. 1875, d. 1930, md. John Martin 

C. Pervis (Purvis), b. 1876, md. Ella Williams 

D Elnora, b. 1879, d. 1926, md. Tom Cumby 

= Lucy, b. 1881, d. 1933, md. George Williams 

F. Travis, b. 1883, md. Mattie Driskill 

G. Florence, b. 1885, d. after 1967, md. [256.i.G.II.] Humphrey Lee 
Wooldridge. Florence Martin was interviewed in Appomattox in 1967. 
She said that her parents Pryor and Julie Martin were not kin, probably 
meaning not close kin. She said that her father [x.] Pryor had a sister [half 
sister?] Lucy who married [256.ii.| Daniel B. Wooldridge. See entry for 
Daniel in Nathaniel R. Featherston, The History of Appomattox, Virginia 
(American Legion Post 104, Appomattox, 1849), p.286. 

H. Mary, b. 1887, md. Buck Blackwell 

l. Isabelle, b. 1892, md. Richard Grady 

J. Willie, b. 1893, md. William Strong 

K. Julia (twin) b. 1895, md. Lewelyn Giles 


i Julian (twin), b. 1895, d. 1933, md. a Bell" 


William Staples (circa 1675- circa 1/55) of Hanover County, Virginia by Gretchen 
Elizabeth (Staples) Kroll stated that Pryor Davenport Martin, Jr., was a son of Pryor 


Davenport Martin and Nancy (Wooldridge) Martin and was born in about 1850 and that 
the death record of Pryor Davenport Martin, Jr., was dated in May 1895 at Appomattox 


County, Virginia, and that he died of consumption. 
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vill. Charles B. Martin 
Charles B. Martin was a son of Pryor Davenport 
Martin and Nancy (Wooldridge) Martin. (1779 John’, Nancy Ann’, Ann®, Nancy’*) 

The 1880 Census for Appomattox County, Virginia, listed Charles B. Martin in 
the Pryor D. Martin, Jr., household on June 2, 1880, and his age as 23 and born in 
Virginia, indicating a date of birth in about 1857. 

3. David Coleman 
David Coleman was a son of Nancy Ann (Wright) Coleman and 
Samuel Coleman. (1779 John’, Nancy Ann?) 

The Douglas Register listed the following birth record for David Coleman: 

"Sam: Coleman & Ann Wright a Son named David born Jun: 6, 1762. Baptized 

1762 May 10. p.63." 

The will of 1779 John Wright of Prince Edward County dated on March 18, 1775, 
and probated on April 20, 1779, at Prince Edward County, Virginia, W.B. 1/218 listed 
Ann Coleman as his grandchild: 


",... [tem | give and bequeath unto my grandDaughter Ann Coleman my negro 
girl named sue to the Heirs of her body lawfully begotton also one feather Bed 
and if she shold fail of such Heir than the said negro girl sue and her Increase | 
give unto my grand son David Coleman & his Heirs & if he should die without 
heir or under the age of twenty one years my will and desire is that the said 
negro girl sue with her Increase assend & return unto my son James Wright & 
his Heirs forever... ." 

The will of Samuel Coleman dated on April 4, 1803, and probated July 11, 1803, 
at Buckingham County, Virginia, did not list David Coleman, indicating that he had 
probably died before that date. 

4. cally (Coleman) Pendleton, Her Husband Mace Pendleton, And 
Her Descendants 
Sally (Coleman) Pendleton was a daughter of Nancy Ann (Wright) 
Coleman and Samuel Coleman. (1779 John’, Nancy Ann?) 

The will of Samuel Coleman dated April 4, 1803, and probated on July 11, 1803, 

at Buckingham County, Virginia, listed Sally (Coleman) Pendleton, the wife of Mace 


Pendleton, as one of his children: 
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',...and after the death of my wife Elizabeth Coleman, my wish is that the 
negroes | lend to my wife namely, Tom, Charles, Bartley, Dick, Nan, Rose, Cloe, 
Patty, Judea, Anaca, Jane, Agg, and Dabney and their increase to be equally 
divided amongst my children, namely George Coleman, Sally Pendleton, wife of 


Mace Pendleton, ... ." 

In Wright v. Fleming, Lynchburg Superior Court of Law and Chancery File 578, 
the cross-complaint of Prior Wright, James Wright, John Wright, Robert Coleman, 
Elizabeth Coleman, Mayes Pendleton, James Wooldridge, and Mary Williamson 
identified Mayes Pendleton as a grandson of Nancy (Wright) Coleman: 


".... Your Orators and Oratrices beg leave to state that the said Thomas Wright 
was never married; That his heirs and next of kin him surviving were his two 
brothers to wit your Orators Prior Wright and James Wright your Orator John 
Wright the only child of his brother John Wright who died before him your Orator 
Robert Coleman and your Oratrix Elizabeth Coleman the children of his sister 
Nancy Coleman who also died before him, your Oratrix Mary Williamson his 
sister who was a widow at his death, Mayes Pendleton the grandchild of Nancy 
Coleman his sister as aforesaid, and James Woolridge also a grandchild of the 
said Nancy... ." 


The listing of Mayes or Mace Pendleton as a plaintiff in the suit indicates that his 
mother was probably Sally (Coleman) Pendleton who married Mace Pendleton and that 
Sally had died before the filing of the complaint. 

Genealogies of Virginia Families, Vol. IV, page 778, regarding the Pendleton 
family stated that: 


"Mace Pendleton was born in Buckingham County, Virginia, about 1754. He was 

the son of Philip Pendleton by his second wife Spicey Freeland. Mace 

Pendleton removed to North Carolina after the Revolutionary War. His 

descendant is Dr. Henry Dixon of Gould, Arkansas." 

In his letter dated March 21, 1987, William C. Wooldridge stated that the 1850 
Census for Appomattox County listed a Mace Pendleton, aged 31. This was probably 
the grandchild described as under age in 1820 in File 578. 

In his letter dated August 6, 1987, Ronald D. Coleman stated that Mace 
Pendleton and Sally (Coleman) Pendleton had another son Benjamin born about 1781 


at Buckingham County, married in 1802, and died probably about 1814 and before 
1820. 
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a. Benjamin Pendleton And His Wife Pendleton 
Benjamin Pendleton was a son of Sally (Coleman) 
Pendleton And Mace Pendleton. (1779 John’, Nancy Ann’, Sally’) 

In his letter dated August 6, 1987, Ronald D. Coleman stated that Benjamin 
Pendleton was a son of Sally (Coleman) Pendleton and Mace Pendleton, was born 
about 1781 at Buckingham County, Virginia, married in 1802, and died probably about 
1814 and before 1820. 

b. Mace Pendleton 
Mace Pendleton was a son of Sally (Coleman) Pendleton 
And Mace Pendleton. (1779 John’, Nancy Ann’, Sally°) 

The will of Samuel Coleman dated April 4, 1803, and probated on July 11, 1803, 

at Buckingham County, Virginia, listed Sally (Coleman) Pendleton, the wife of Mace 


Pendleton, as one of his children: 


5th -....and after the death of my wife Elizabeth Coleman, my wish is that the 
negroes | lend to my wife namely, Tom, Charles, Bartley, Dick, Nan, Rose, Cloe, 
Patty, Judea, Anaca, Jane, Agg, and Dabney and their increase to be equally 
divided amongst my children, namely George Coleman, Sally Pendleton, wife of 
Mace Pendleton,... .” 


In Wright v. Fleming, Lynchburg Superior Court of Law and Chancery File 578, 
the cross-complaint of Prior Wright, James Wright, John Wright, Robert Coleman, 
Elizabeth Coleman, Mayes Pendleton, James Wooldridge, and Mary Williamson 
identified Mayes Pendleton as a grandson of Nancy (Wright) Coleman: 


",... Your Orators and Oratrices beg leave to state that the said Thomas Wright 
was never married; That his heirs and next of kin him surviving were his two 
brothers to wit your Orators Prior Wright and James Wright your Orator John 
Wright the only child of his brother John Wright who died before him your Orator 
Robert Coleman and your Oratrix Elizabeth Coleman the children of his sister 
Nancy Coleman who also died before him, your Oratrix Mary Williamson his 
sister who was a widow at his death, Mayes Pendleton the grandchild of Nancy 
Coleman his sister as aforesaid, and James Woolridge also a grandchild of the 
said Nancy... ." 
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The similar names of Mace Pendleton, husband of Sally (Coleman) Pendleton, in the 
will of Samuel Coleman and Mayes Pendleton in File 578 indicates that Mayes or Mace 
Pendleton was a son of Sally (Coleman) Pendleton and Mace Pendleton. 

In his letter dated March 21, 1987, William C. Wooldridge stated that the 1850 
Census for Appomattox County, Virginia, listed Mace Pendleton, aged 31. This was 
probably the grandchild described as under age in 1820 in Lynchburg Superior Court of 
Law and Chancery File 578. 

5. Robert Coleman, His Wife Elizabeth Burks) Wright, And 
His Descendants 
Robert Coleman was a son of Nancy Ann (Wright) Coleman and 
Samuel Coleman. (1779 John’, Nancy Ann’) 

The will of Samuel Coleman dated April 4, 1803, and probated on July 11, 1803, 

at Buckingham County, Virginia, listed Robert Coleman as one of his children: 


",...2nd - | give unto my two sons Robert and John Coleman and their heirs 
forever my land below and joining Bent Creek to a branch which runs up to 
Richard Phelp's line according to valuation... ." 


The cross-complaint in Lynchburg Superior Court of Law and Chancery File 578, 
listed Robert Coleman as a child of Nancy (Wright) Coleman: 


",... That his heirs and next of kin him surviving were . .. . your Orator Robert 
Coleman and Oratrix Elizabeth Coleman the children of his sister Nancy 
Coleman who also died before him... ." 


Similarly, in the deposition of John Harris, Sr., dated February 1, 1821, in 
Lynchburg Superior Court of Law and Chancery File 578 Robert Coleman was 
identified as a grandson of Nancy (Wright) Coleman: 


"He was acquainted with Thomas Wright Decd of Campbell County and knows 
that Pryor Wright, James Wright, was brothers of Thomas Wright Decd and John 
Wright a Brother's son of John Wright, who was Brother of Thomas Wright Decd, 
& Robert Coleman & Elizabeth Coleman children and heirs of Nancy Coleman 
Decd, who was sister of Thomas Wright Decd, James Wooldridge, and Mace 
Pendleton grandsons of Nancy Coleman Decd who was sister of Thomas Wright 
Decd of Campbell County.” 
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In his letter dated August 6, 1987, Ronald W. Coleman stated that Revolutionary 
War File S. 19255 was for Robert Coleman of Buckingham County, Virginia. That file 
included the following declaration: 


"Virginia: 
At a court held for Buckingham county the ninth day of Decemr. 1833. 


On this day personally appeared in open court before the justices of the county 
of Buckingham, Robert Coleman a resident of the said County of Buckingham 
aged sixty seven years, who being first duly sworn according to law, doth on his 
oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of 
Congress passed the 7th day of June 1833. That he entered the service of the 
United States as a private soldier in the month of June or July in the year 1780 
as a substitute for his father Samuel Coleman that he marched from the county 
of Buckingham to the town of Petersburg under what officer he does not now 
recollect, that at Peterburg he was put under the command of Genl. Buford his 
captain was Graves of Culpepper, that he marched from Petersburg to 
Hilsborough in North Carolina, from thence he was marched into South Carolina 
under the command of Genl. Stevens that before he left the army he was under 
the command of Genl. Green, that he returned to North Carolina and was 
discharged just before the battle of Guilford, he had a regular discharge, he does 
not recollect who signed it, but he has lost it, he served his full six months, was in 
no battles, he has no register of his age, and knows of no person living who 
served with him by whom he can prove his services, that he has no documentary 
evidence, & only has the evidence herewith sent with his declaration. He hereby 
relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present, 
and declares that his name is not on the pension Roll of the agency of any 

state - He further states that he has resided in the county of Buckingham ever 
since the close of the Revolutionary War. 


Robert Coleman 


The affidavit of Elizabeth Coleman of lawful age taken at the house of Mary Doss 
in the County of Buckingham and State of Virginia the 6th day of December 
1833, saith that Robert Coleman was a soldier in the revolutionary war, she well 
recollects he left home in the month of June or July (date not recollected) & 
returned home the latter part of February or the first of March following. Sworn 
to before me Richard Clarke a justice of the peace for the County of Buckingham 
the 6th day of December 1833. 


Richard Clarke J.P. 


And the said court doth hereby declare it as their opinion after the investigation 
of the matter, and after puting the interrogatories prescribed by the War 
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department that the above named applicant was a revolutionary soldier and 
served as he states, and the Court further certifies that it appears to their 
satisfaction by the testimony of two credible witnesses, that Elizabeth Coleman 
(who is step mother of the applicant) whose affidavit is produced in support of 
the declarants claim is a credible person, and that her statement is entitled to 
credit - | Rolfe Eldridge clerk of the Court of the County of Buckingham 
aforesaid, do hereby certify that the foregoing contains the original proceedings 
of the said court in the matter of the application of Robert Coleman for a 
pension, & | further certify that Richard Clarke before whom the affidavit of 
Elizabeth Coleman was made was then, & yet is, an acting justice of the peace 
in & for the sd County & that his signature to the original affidavit now filed in my 
office is genuine. 


In testimony whereof | have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of the 
said County Court this 17th day of December 1833 - 


Rolfe Eldridge C.B.O" 


Ronald W. Coleman also stated in his letter that: 

"Robert Coleman of Buckingham Co., Va., private in the regiment of Col. Buford 

of Virginia line for six months, was placed on the Virginia pension roll at $20 per 

annum under the Act of 1832. Certificate 23922 was issued 21 April 1834." 
This record places Robert Coleman's date of birth in approximately 1766. 

In his letter dated May 7, 1987, Ronald D. Coleman included a family group 
sheet which stated that Robert Coleman married Elizabeth Burks and died March 6, 
1846, based on a Coleman Family Bible available at the Virginia State Library. 

In her letter dated November 16, 1967, Hazel Lee Martin stated that Robert 
Coleman owned 50 acres of land in Buckingham County in 1798 and 756 acres in 
1814, that in 1821 he conveyed 80 acres to his son Henry, that he died in Appomattox 
County, and that he had the following children: 

1) Samuel Coleman, born c. 1794 at Buckingham County, Virginia; 

2) Henry Coleman, born c. 1795 at Buckingham County, Virginia; 

3) Charles Coleman, born 1800 at Buckingham County, Virginia; 

4) Robert Coleman, Jr. born 1802 at Buckingham County, Virginia; 

9D) George W. Coleman, born c. 1803 at Buckingham County, Virginia; 

6) Schuyler Patterson Coleman, born 1804 at Buckingham County, Virginia; 


7) David Monroe Coleman, born c. 1804 at Buckingham County, Virginia; 
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8) Nancy Coleman, born 1808 at Buckingham County, Virginia; 
9) Mary Agnes Coleman, born 1810 at Buckingham County, Virginia; 
10) Thomas Coleman, born 1810 at Buckingham County, Virginia; 
11) Joseph B. Coleman, born 1814 at Buckingham County, Virginia. 
a. Samuel Coleman And His Wife Matilda ( ) Coleman 
Samuel Coleman was a son of Robert Coleman and 
Elizabeth ( ) (Burks) Coleman. (1779 John’, Nancy Ann?, Robert’) 
In her letter dated November 16, 1987, Hazel Lee Coleman Martin stated that 


Samuel Coleman was a son of Robert Coleman, was born about 1794 at Buckingham 





County, Virginia, and married Matilda. 
b. Henry Coleman, His Wife Mary (Sears) Coleman, And His 
Descendants 
| Henry Coleman was a son of Robert Coleman and Elizabeth 

(____) (Burks) Coleman. (1779 John’, Nancy Ann?, Robert’) 

In her letter dated November 16, 1987, Hazel Lee Coleman Martin stated that 
Henry Coleman was a son of Robert Coleman, was born about 1795 at Buckingham 
County, Virginia, married Mary Sears, and died in 1868, and that Henry Coleman and 
Mary (Sears) Coleman had the following child: 

1) Drury William Coleman, born in 1823 at Buckingham County, Virginia. 


L. Drury William Coleman, His Wives ( ) 


Coleman And Sarah E. Cumby, And His Descendants 
Drury William Coleman was a son of Henry Coleman 


and Mary (Sears) Coleman. (1779 John’, Nancy Ann’, Robert’, Henry“) 

In her letter dated November 16, 1987, Hazel Lee Coleman Martin stated that 
Drury William Coleman was a son of Henry Coleman and Mary (Sears) Coleman, was 
born in 1823 at Buckingham County, Virginia, married first. ==—=———, married second 
sarah E. Cumby on May 11, 1868, and died after 1900 at Appomattox County, Virginia, 
that Sarah E. (Cumby) Coleman was born in 1833 at Campbell County, Virginia, and 
died before 1900 at Appomattox County, Virginia, and that Drury William Coleman and 
sarah E. (Cumby) Coleman had the following child: 
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1) Drury Thomas Coleman, born on June 16, 1868, at Appomattox County, 


Virginia. 
C. camuel Coleman And His Wife Elizabeth (Sears) Coleman 
Samuel Coleman was a son of Robert Coleman and 
Elizabeth ( ) (Burks) Coleman. (1779 John’, Nancy Ann?, Robert’) 





In her letter dated November 16, 1987, Hazel Lee Coleman Martin stated that 
Samuel Coleman was a son of Robert Coleman, was born about 1800 at Buckingham 
County, Virginia, and married Elizabeth Sears. 

d. Robert Coleman, Jr., And His Wife Susan Coleman 
Robert Coleman, Jr., was a son of Robert Coleman and 
Elizabeth ( ) (Burks) Coleman. (1779 John’, Nancy Ann?, Robert?) 
In her letter dated November 16, 1987, Hazel Lee Coleman Martin stated that 


Robert Coleman, Jr., was a son of Robert Coleman, was born about 1802 at 





Buckingham County, Virginia, and married Susan __. 
e. George W. Coleman And His Wife Sarah A. ( ) Coleman 
George W. Coleman was a son of Robert Coleman and 
Elizabeth ( ) (Burks) Coleman. (1779 John', Nancy Ann?, Robert’) 
In her letter dated November 16, 1987, Hazel Lee Coleman Martin stated that 


George W. Coleman was a son of Robert Coleman, was born about 1803 at 





Buckingham County, Virginia, and married SarahA.___. 
f. ochuyler Patterson Coleman And His Wife Sarah (Glover) 
Coleman 
schuyler Patterson Coleman was a son of Robert Coleman 
and Elizabeth ( ) (Burks) Coleman. (1779 John', Nancy Ann’, Robert’) 
In her letter dated November 16, 1987, Hazel Lee Coleman Martin stated that 


schuyler Patterson Coleman was a son of Robert Coleman, was born about 1804 at 





Buckingham County, Virginia, and married Sarah Glover. 
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g. David Monroe Coleman And His Wife Eliza (Moses) 


Coleman 
David Monroe Coleman was a son of Robert Coleman and 
Elizabeth ( ) (Burks) Coleman. (1779 John’, Nancy Ann’, Robert’) 
In her letter dated November 16, 1987, Hazel Lee Coleman Martin stated that 


David Monroe Coleman was a son of Robert Coleman, was born about 1804 at 





Buckingham County, Virginia, and married Eliza Moses. 
h. Nancy (Coleman) Phelps, Her Husband Nelson Phelps, And 
Her Descendants 
Nancy (Coleman) Phelps was a daughter of Robert Coleman 
and Elizabeth ( ) (Burks) Coleman. (1779 John‘, Nancy Ann?, Robert’) 
In her letter dated November 16, 1987, Hazel Lee Coleman Martin stated that 


Nancy Coleman was a daughter of Robert Coleman, was born about 1808 at 





Buckingham County, Virginia, and married Nelson Phelps and that Nancy (Coleman) 
Phelps and Nelson Phelps had the following child: 
1) Richard Thomas Phelps, born in 1851 at Amherst County, Virginia. 


L. Richard Thomas Phelps, His Wife Elizabeth Agnes 
(Wooldridge) Phelps, And His Descendants 


Richard Thomas Phelps was a son of Nancy 

(Coleman) Phelps and Nelson Phelps. (1779 John’, Nancy Ann’, Robert®, Nancy“) 

In her letter dated November 16, 1987, Hazel Lee Coleman Martin stated that 
Richard Thomas Phelps was a son of Nancy (Coleman) Phelps and Nelson Phelps, 
was born in 1851 at Amherst County, Virginia, married Elizabeth Agnes Wooldridge, 
and died in 1923, that Elizabeth Agnes (Wooldridge) Phelps was born in 1851 at 
Buckingham County, Virginia, and died in 1927 at Appomattox County, Virginia, and 
that Richard Thomas Phelps and Elizabeth Agnes (Wooldridge) Phelps had the 
following child: 

1) Mary Agnes (Phelps) Coleman, born on December 23, 1872, at 
Appomattox County, Virginia. 
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The Wooldridge Family by William C. Wooldridge stated as follows with regard to 
Richard Thomas Phelps and Elizabeth Agnes (Wooldridge) Phelps: 


“L. Elizabeth Agnes “Bettie,” b. Buckingham Co. VA ca. 1850, d. 1927, md. 
there Dec. 21, 1871, Richard Thomas Phillips or Phelps (b. Appomattox Co. VA 
ca. 1850; son of Nelson and Nancy Phillips). The marriage record names her 
parents. Information from Hazel Martin of Appomattox in 1976. Children 
(surname PHELPS): 


A. Mary Agnes, b. ca. 1872, md. Thomas Drury Coleman (b. 1867, 


d. 1957) 

B. Roberta W., b. ca. 1876, md. (1°) J. W. Harvey, perhaps md. (2"°) 
---- Luckhart 

C: James Nelson, b. ca. 1878, md. Maude Nowlin 


D. Thomas R., b. ca. 1880, md. Clara Lee Phelps 


E. Luther, b. ca. 1883, md. Annie Kidd 


a 


Early Jane, b. ca. 1885, md. Whitcomb A. Wells 


G. Maggie, b. ca. 1889, md. Thomas J. Gardner 


L 


Walter P., b. ca. 1895, md. Mary Fannie Chenault” 


i. Mary Agnes (Coleman) Wooldridge, Her Husband John 


Wooldridge, And Her Descendants 
Mary Agnes (Coleman) Wooldridge was a daughter of 


Robert Coleman and Elizabeth (_____) (Burks) Coleman. (1779 John', Nancy Ann’, 
Robert’) 

In her letter dated November 16, 1987, Hazel Lee Coleman Martin stated that 
Mary Agnes Coleman was a daughter of Robert Coleman, was born in 1810 at 
Buckingham County, Virginia, married John Wooldridge, and died on October 1, 1858, 
at Appomattox County, Virginia, that John Wooldridge was born in 1825 at Buckingham 
County, Virginia, and died on May 1, 1885, at Appomattox County, Virginia, and that 
Mary Agnes (Coleman) Wooldridge and John Wooldridge had the following children: 
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1) Elizabeth Agnes (Wooldridge) Phelps, born in 1851 at Buckingham 
County, Virginia, and 

2) James Jackson Wooldridge, born in 1857 at Buckingham County, Virginia. 

The Wooldridge Family by William C. Wooldridge stated as follows with regard to 
Mary Agnes (Coleman) Wooldridge and John Wooldridge: 


“John, b. future Appomattox ca. 1823, d. there May 1, 1885, md. (1st) ca. 1850 
Agnes Coleman (b. Appomattox Co. VA ca. 1820, d. of consumption 
Buckingham Co. VA Oct. 1, 1858; dt. of Robert Coleman), (2nd) Judith M. Glover 
(b. Buckingham Co. VA ca. 1828, d. there Dec. 19, 1891; dt. of David and Sallie 
Glover). Agnes’s death in October 1858 is from a Coleman Bible record in the 
Library of Virginia, and the Buckingham vital statistics give the details including 
place of birth. Information on his second wife is from the 1880 Buckingham 
census and her death in the Buckingham vital records. Also see Reba 
Fitzpatrick Lea, Colemans, Fitzpatricks and Kin (Lynchburg VA 1954), p. 361. In 
the 1850 Appomattox Co. VA census, John and Agnes were living with Joseph 
Coleman, probably Agnes’s brother, to judge from the cited Coleman family data. 
In 1860, after Agnes’s death, Samuel Coleman in Buckingham, probably another 
brother, had [i.] Elizabeth Wooldridge 10 and [iv.] James Wooldridge 6 in his 
household. 


John has not been noted in the 1860 census, but he may have been living in 
Appomattox Co. He enlisted on June 19, 1861, in Company B, 46th VA Infantry, 
CSA. He was a farmer, 5' 10" tall, with fair complexion, blue eyes, and dark hair. 
In September 1862 he was discharged for being over age. 


John Wooldridge reappeared in Buckingham in 1870 with Bettie A. 19, James J. 
14 and Mary S. 13. In 1900 the heirs sold 332 acres on which John Wooldridge 
had lived in Buckingham Co. (DB 10:473). The property perhaps had come to 
John from his first marriage, as his only child by the second marriage, [vi.] Sarah, 
did not join in the conveyance. Or he could have left the property to the older 
children since, Hazel Martin reported, he lived with his oldest daughter in his old 
age and his family did not favor his second marriage. Children (Surname 
WOOLDRIDGE): 


I. Elizabeth Agnes “Bettie,” b. Buckingham Co. VA ca. 1850.... 
ii. ? Thomas or John, b. Appomattox Co. ca. 1852? .... 


lil. George C.?), b. Buckingham Co. VA Nov. 1, 1853 (Appomattox vital 
statistics, report by father John).... 


Iv. James Jackson, b. Appomattox Co. VA April 1855.... 
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V. Mary Susan, b. Buckingham Co. VA Aug. 23, 1857 (Buckingham vital 
Statistics) .... 


VI. Sarah Lee, b. ca. 1873... ." 


I. Elizabeth Agnes (Wooldridge) Phelps, Her Husband 
Richard Thomas Phelps, And Her Descendants 
Elizabeth Agnes (Wooldridge) Phelps was a daughter 
of Mary Agnes (Coleman) Wooldridge and John Wooldridge. (1779 John’, Nancy Ann’, 
Robert’, Mary Agnes’) 

This couple has been discussed above in connection with the descendants of 
Nancy (Coleman) Phelps and the reader is referred to that section for further 
information on this couple and their descendants. 

il. Thomas Wooldridge 
Thomas Wooldridge was a son of Mary Agnes 
(Coleman) Wooldridge and John Wooldridge. (1779 John’, Nancy Ann’, Robert®, Mary 
Agnes’) 
| The Wooldridge Family by William C. Wooldridge stated as follows with regard to 
Thomas Wooldridge: 


“iL. ? Thomas or John, b. Appomattox Coo. ca. 1852?, d. from scarlet fever 
Aug. 1854. The Appomattox vital statistics report the death of a hard-to-read 
son of John and Ag Wooldridge; information from John Wooldridge, father; no 
age given.” 


ili. George C. Wooldridge 
George C. Wooldridge was a son of Mary Agnes 
(Coleman) Wooldridge and John Wooldridge. (1779 John’, Nancy Ann“, Robert’, Mary 
Agnes’) 
The Wooldridge Family by William C. Wooldridge stated as follows with regard to 
George C. Wooldridge: 


“ii. George C.?), b. Buckingham Co. VA Nov. 1, 1853 (Appomattox vital 
statistics, report by father John), d. Buckingham June 15, 1857. Death of 
George, “son of John and Agnes Wooldridge, four years old” reported in a 
Baptist newspaper, the Religious Herald (July 23, 1857). Historical Records 
Survey of VA, Index to Obituary Notices in the Religious Herald 1828-1938 
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(1940; 1996 reprint), p.380. The Buckingham vital statistics also show the death 
there of George Washington Wooldridge May 15, 1858. This could be the same 
person with the date confused, or there may have been two Georges, the original 
George who died at four, and an infant George who was subsequently given the 

deceased George’s name but died in his first year.” 


IV. James Jackson Wooldridge, His Wife Annie Elizabeth 
(Jones) Wooldridge, And His Descendants 


James Jackson Wooldridge was a son of Mary Agnes 
(Coleman) Wooldridge and John Wooldridge. (1779 John', Nancy Ann’, Robert®, Mary 
Agnes“) 

In her letter dated November 16, 1987, Hazel Lee Coleman Martin stated that 
James Jackson Wooldridge was a son of Mary Agnes (Coleman) Wooldridge and John 
Wooldridge, was born in 1857 at Buckingham County, Virginia, married Annie Elizabeth 
Jones on November 27, 1883, died on March 14, 1944, at Buckingham County, 
Virginia, and was buried at Buckingham County, Virginia, that Annie Elizabeth (Jones) 
Wooldridge was born in 1856 at Buckingham County, Virginia, died on September 13, 
1939, at Buckingham County, Virginia, and was buried at Buckingham County, Virginia, 
and that James Jackson Wooldridge and Annie Elizabeth (Jones) Wooldridge had the 
following child: 

1) Dora Edna (Wooldridge) Coleman, born on May 19, 1889, at Buckingham 
County, Virginia. 

The Wooldridge Family by William C. Wooldridge stated as follows with regard to 
James Jackson Wooldridge: 


‘Iv. | James Jackson, b. Appomattox Co. VA April 1855, d. March 14, 1944, 
md. Buckingham Co. VA Nov. 28, 1883 Annie Elizabeth Jones (b. there Nov. 5, 
1856, d. Oct. 13, 1939; dt. of Grandison Jones and Rebecca Ann Kitchen). He 
left a will in Buckingham. Data on this family from Hazel Martin of Appomattox in 
1976 and Merlin R. Kitchen of Henderson NV in 1997. Kitchen cites the 1900 
and 1910 Buckingham Co. VA censuses. Children (surname WOOLDRIDGE): 


A. Anthony J., b. May 1885, d. 1921, did not marry 
B. Mary Rebecca, b. April 1888, d. 1971, md. April 23, 1916, 


Robert T. Kyle (b. 1894, d. 1965). Child surname KYLE): Elizabeth Rebecca, b. 
Sept. 5, 1917, md. Sebron Earl Kitchen 
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C. Dora Edna, b. May 19, 1889, d. Appomattox VA May 5, 1979, md. 
Dec. 23, 1919, Wesley Lee Coleman (b. 1894, d. 1963). Lived in Gladstone VA. 
Children include Hazel Lee (Mrs. Otho W.) Martin Jr. of Appomattox, who 
furnished information. 


D. John Granison, b. July 1890, d. 1961, did not marry 


E. Carrie Belle, b. Nov. 1893, md. April 1917, Albert R. Strasburg (b. 
1891, d. 1957); divorced. Lived in Richmond. 


F. William Louis, b. Sept. 1895, d. 1908" 


V. Mary Susan (Wooldridge) Harvey, Her Husband 


William H. Harvey, And Her Descendants 
Mary Susan (Wooldridge) Harvey was a daughter of 


Mary Agnes (Coleman) Wooldridge and John Wooldridge. (1779 John’, Nancy Ann?, 
Robert®, Mary Agnes’) 

The Wooldridge Family by William C. Wooldridge stated as follows with regard to 
Mary Susan (Wooldridge) Harvey: 


“Vv. Mary Susan, b. Buckingham Co. VA Aug. 23, 1857 (Buckingham vital 
Statistics), d. after 1870, md. William H. Harvey (son of [625] Edna (Wooldridge) 
Harvey per Hazel Martin of Appomattox in 1976). Mrs. Martin gives a child 
(surname HARVEY: Bernice Maude, b. 1898, d. March 28, 1974, did not marry. 
It is unusual to find an only child born to a mother of 41.” 


j. Thomas Coleman And His Wife Delila ( ) Coleman 


Thomas Coleman was a son of Robert Coleman and 
Elizabeth ( ) (Burks) Coleman. (1779 John', Nancy Ann’, Robert’) 
In her letter dated November 16, 1987, Hazel Lee Coleman Martin stated that 


Thomas Coleman was a son of Robert Coleman, was born in 1810 at Buckingham 





County, Virginia, and married Delila 


K. Joseph B. Coleman And His Wife Elizabeth A. (Harris) 


Coleman 





Joseph B. Coleman was a son of Robert Coleman and 
Elizabeth ( ) (Burks) Coleman. (1779 John', Nancy Ann’, Robert’) 
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In her letter dated November 16, 1987, Hazel Lee Coleman Martin stated that 
Joseph B. Coleman was a son of Robert Coleman, was born in 1814 at Buckingham 
County, Virginia, and married Elizabeth A. Harris. 

6. Elizabeth Coleman 
Elizabeth Coleman was a daughter of Nancy Ann (Wright) 
Coleman and Samuel Coleman. (1779 John’, Nancy Ann’) 

The will of Samuel Coleman dated April 4, 1803, and probated on July 11, 1803, 
at Buckingham County, Virginia, listed Liza Coleman and Betsy as his children, either of 
which could be a contraction of Elizabeth Coleman: 


",... 1 give unto my daughter Liza Coleman fifty pounds cash, and after the 
death of my wife Elizabeth Coleman, my wish is that the negroes | lend to my 
wife namely, Tom, Charles, Bartley, Dick, Nan, Rose, Cloe, Patty, Judea, Anaca, 
Jane, Agg, and Dabney and their increase to be equally divided amongst my 
children, namely George Coleman, Sally Pendleton, wife of Mace Pendleton, 
Mary Pendleton, Frances Harris, wife of Robert Harris, Betsy Coleman, ... ." 


The cross-complaint in Lynchburg, Superior Court of Law and Chancery File 578 


listed Elizabeth Coleman as a daughter of Nancy Coleman: 


".... That his heirs and next of kin him surviving were... . your Orator Robert 

Coleman and Oratrix Elizabeth Coleman the children of his sister Nancy 

Coleman who also died before him... ." 

Similarly, in the deposition of John Harris, Sr., dated February 1, 1821, in 
Lynchburg Superior Court of Law and Chancery File 578 Elizabeth Coleman was 
identified as a granddaughter of Nancy (Wright) Coleman: 


"He was acquainted with Thomas Wright Decd of Campbell County and knows 
that Pryor Wright, James Wright, was brothers of Thomas Wright Decd and John 
Wright a Brother's son of John Wright, who was Brother of Thomas Wright Decd, 
& Robert Coleman & Elizabeth Coleman children and heirs of Nancy Coleman 
Decd, who was sister of Thomas Wright Decd, James Wooldridge, and Mace 
Pendleton grandsons of Nancy Coleman Decd who was sister of Thomas Wright 
Decd of Campbell County." 


The cross-complaint in File 525 established that Elizabeth was of the first 
marriage and that two people were referred to. 
In his letter dated July 17, 1987, Ronald D. Coleman stated that Elizabeth 


Coleman was born in 1768 and that the Coleman Family Bible in the records of the 
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Virginia State Library stated that Elizabeth Coleman died in November 1837 at Bent 
Creek, Buckingham County, Virginia. 
= 1801 Obediah Wright Of Franklin County, Georgia, His Wife Hannah 
(Roberts) (Wright) Beall, And His Descendants 
1801 Obediah Wright of Franklin County, Georgia, was a son of 1779 
John Wright of Prince Edward County and Anne (Pryor) Wright. (1779 John’) 
The 1752 Tithe List for Goochland County, Virginia, listed Obadiah Wright in the 
John Wright household on June 10: 
"A List Tithables Take p John Payne June 10, 1752 


John Wright Tythes 
Jude, Obadiah Wright ) 3 


The initial appearance of Obadiah Wright in this list indicates a date of birth before 
~June 11, 1736, and probably between June 10, 1732, and June 11, 1736. 

The 1754 Tithe List for Goochland County, Virginia, listed Obediah Wright in the 
John Wright household: 

"A List Tithes Taken by George Payne [___] The year 1754 

John Wright shoemaker List ) 


Obediah Wright, Negroes ) 4 
Jude, Jane ) 


The 1755 Tithe List for Goochland County, Virginia, listed Obediah Wright in the 
John Wright household: 

"A List Tythables Taken by George Payne For the year 1755 

John Wright Tithes ) 

Obediah Wright ) 4 

Negros Jude Jane_ ) 


The 1757 Tithe List for Goochland County, Virginia, listed Obediah Wright in the 
John Wright household on June 10: 
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"A List of Tithables for the County of Goochd. Taken by Jas. Cole June 10, 1757 


John Wright Shoemaker & ) 
his Obediah Wright, Negro ) 4 
Rachael, Judith ) 


In her letter dated November 25, 1986, Loretta June (Shackleford) Wright stated 
that Obediah Wright was a witness to Goochland County, Virginia, Deeds 7/203 and 
7/204 dated November 15, 1757, between William Roundtree Sr. of St. Paul's Parish, 
Hanover County, Virginia, and Randol Roundtree, his son. 

On November 15, 1757, at Goochland County, Virginia, D.B. 7/206 Obediah 
Wright was a witness to the deed from John Wright and his wife Ann Wright of St. 
James Parish, Goochland County, Virginia, to William Roundtree, Sr., of St. Paul’s 
Parish, Hanover County, Virginia. 

In February 1762 at Cumberland County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 
1758-62/450 John Payne was ordered to pay Obediah Wright 460 pounds of tobacco 
for attending as a witness in the case of Raine v. Payne: 

"On the motion of Obediah Wright a Witness for John Raine against John Payne 

Gent. It is ordered that the said Raine pay him four hundred and sixty Pounds of 

Tobacco for four days attendance and twice coming and returning sixty Miles 

according to Law." 

In his letter dated January 15, 1988, Mr. Jimmy L. Veal cited a listing in The 
southside Virginian, Volume III], Number 3, page 139, April 1, 198., citing from Prince 
Edward County Will Book 1754-1784 at page 88 that Obediah Wright was an appraiser 
of the estate of Robert Rutledge who died December 1, 1766, and whose will was 
recorded on December 15, 1/66. This record indicates that Obediah Wright may have 
been residing in Prince Edward County, Virginia, in 1766 or 1767. 

In May 1767 at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 3/360 
Obediah Wright was allowed compensation for traveling 30 miles and attending two 


days in the case of Payne v. Phair(’?): 
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"Chs. Patteson alld. 2 Days Alt for Payne v Phair(?) & Travelling 30 Miles Once 
Ob: Wright: the same" 


This record indicates that Obediah Wright may have moved to Bedford County, Virginia, 
by 1767. 

In July 1767 at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 3/377 
Obediah Wright was allowed compensation for traveling 30 miles three times and 
attending five days in the case of Payne v. Phair: 

"Ob: Wright alld. 5 Days & Travelling 30 Miles 3 times for the same [Payne vs 

Phair]" 

In April 1768 at Prince Edward County, Virginia, Court Order Book 4/106 John 
Pleasants obtained a judgment against Obediah Wright for £L3, 8s, 1/2p: 

"April Court 1768 


John Pleasants Surviving Partner ) 
of Robert Routledge Decd. Pit. —) 
against ) Case 
Obadiah Wright Deft. ) 


This day came the parties by their attornies and thereupon came also a jury to 
wit Archibald Cunnison &c. who being elected tryed and Sworn well and Truly to 
Try the Issue joined upon their oaths do say that the Deffendant did Assume 
upon himself in manner and form as the Pit. against him hath declared, and do 
assess the Pit. against him the Occation thereof to Three pounds eight shillings 
and one half penny Current money Therefore it is considered by the Court that 
the Pit. recover against the said Def. the said £3.872 his damages afforesaid in 
form afforesaid Assessed, Together with his Costs in this behalf expended And 
the said Deffendant in mercy." 


In April 1768 at Prince Edward County, Virginia, Court Order Book 4/107 the 
court ordered Obediah Wright to pay George Cooke and John Pattison for attendance 
as witnesses: 

"April Court 1768 


Ordered That Obadiah Wright pay George Cooke 150 Tobacco for his 
attendance 6 days as a witness for him at suit Jno. Pleasants 
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Ordered That Obadiah Wright pay John Pattison 485 Tobacco for his Wifes 

attendance five days and Travelling thirty miles 4 times as a witness for him at 

suit John Pleasants" 

In April 1769 at Prince Edward County, Virginia, Court Order Book 4/197 James 
Pleasants obtained a judgment against Obadiah Wright and Marvel Stone for £17.10.6: 

"April Court 1769 


James Pleasants Assignee of _) 
James Scott Gent SW Pit —) 
Against ) On a Replevy Bond 
Obadiah Wright and ) 
Marvel Stone Def ) 


It appearing to the Court that the Def have had Legal notice and not appearing 
On the Motion of the pit. by his Attorney It is Considered by the Court that the Pit. 
recover against the said Defendant £17.10.6 Current money, together with his 
costs in this behalf expended, and the said Def in mercy &c. 


But this Judgment (the costs excepted) is to be discharged by the Payment of 

£8.15.3 like money with Interest thereon at 5 p Cent p annum from June 10th 

1768 til paid. Cr. on the Bond for an Error by the Shr. for £0.17.4" 

In April 1770 at Prince Edward County, Virginia, Court Order Book 4/276 the 
court granted execution to John Pattison against Obadiah Wright for 485 pounds of 
tobacco for attendance of John Pattison’s wife as a witness: 

"April Court 1770 

John Pattison and Wife Plt — ) Scire Macias for 485 lbs Tobacco for the 


agt ) said Pattison's wife Travelling and 
Obadiah Wright Def ) attendance 


for the said Wright as a witness for him at Suit of John Pleasants - The Sheriff 

having returned two Nihils and the said Def not appearing On the Motion of the 

Pits by their attorney It is Considered by the Court that the Pits. have Execution 

for the said 485 Ibs Tobacco together with their Costs in this behalf expended." 

In July 1770 at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 3/671 
Obediah Wright was allowed compensation for attending four days in the case of 
Garrett v. Hunter: 


"Obediah Wright alld. 4 Days Attce. for Garrett ads Hunter" 
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The will of Alexander Roberts dated February 1779 and probated on 
February 12, 1781, at Mecklenburg County, Virginia, W.B. 1/348 referred to Obediah 
Wright, the husband of his daughter Hannah. This record indicates that Obediah 
Wright and Hannah Roberts had married before February 1779, but the marriage 
record has not as yet been located. 

The Return of Provisions collected by Major John Ward dated January 15, 1781, 
at Bedford County, Virginia, County List Il, Public Service Claims, Record Group 48, 
Virginia State Archives, stated that Obediah Wright provided "1 beef" to the 
Revolutionary War army. 

In May 1784 at Campbell County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 1/315 
Obadiah Wright filed a suit in trespass against David Booth: 

"Obadiah Wright Pift ) 

against ) In Tress., 

David Booth Deft ) 

This day came the Parties by their Attorneys and the Deft. Saving to himself all 

advantages of Exception as well to the Plfts. Writ as to his Declaration prays and 

has leave to Imparle till the Next court and then to Plead." 

In August 1784 at Campbell County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 1/403 in 
the case of Obadiah Wright v. David Booth the court entered judgment in favor of 
Obadiah Wright for 25 pounds: 


"Obadiah Wright Plft  ) 
Against ) In Case 
David Booth Deft ) 


This day came as well the Plft by his Attorney as the Deft, in his proper Person 
and the said Deft Acknowledges the Plifts Action for Twenty five pound Therefore 
with the Assent of the Plft. It is considered by the Court that the PIft. recover 
against the Deft. the said sum of Twenty five Pounds Current Money with 
Interest thereon to be computed at the rate of Five per Cent per Annum from the 
Thirtieth day of October MDCCLXXxXIll till Paiment and Costs and the Pift. Arees 
to stay Execution three Months" 


In August 1784 at Campbell County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 1/415 
Obadiah Wright recovered a judgment of £25 against David Booth: 
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"Obadiah Wright Pilft +) 
Against ) In Case 
David Booth Deft. ) 


This day came as well the Pift. by his Attorney as the Deft in his proper Person 
and the said Deft Acknowledges the Plfts Action for Twenty five pound Therefore 
with the Assent of the PIft It is considered by the Court that the PIft recover 
Against the Deft the said sum of Twenty five Pounds Current Money with Interest 
thereon to be computed at the rate of Five Per Cent per Annum from the 
Thirtieth day of October MDCCLXXxXIll till Paiment and Costs" 


The 1785 Personal Property Tax List for Bedford County, Virginia, listed one 


Obediah Wright with the following household: 


Tax on Whites Blacks Blacks 


Total Covg over 21 over 16 under 
Person Names Tithes Horses Years Years 16 
Obediah Wright 3 1 2 
No Wheals 
Total Nett Ridg Ordinary 


Blacks Horses Cattle Carriages Licenses 





2 <) 15 


The 1786 Personal Property Tax List for Bedford County, Virginia, listed Obediah 


Wright with the following household: 


Taxes Whites Blacks 
Total onCovg Over 21 Over 16 


Persons Names Tythes Horses Years Years 
Obediah Wright 6 1 5 
Blacks No No Wheels 
under 16 Total No Nett riding Ordinary 
Years Blacks Horses Cattle Carriages Licenses 

1 6 5 3 
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In August 1786 at Campbell County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 2/410 in 
the case of Joseph Towns v. Obadiah Wright the suit was ordered abated because 
Obediah Wright was no longer an inhabitant of the county: 


"Joseph Towns Admr Peartree Smith Petitioner +) 
agt )On a Pto 
Obadiah Wright Deft ) 


Robert Hunter Deputy Sheriff of this County having made return that the 
Defendant is not an Inhabitant of this County. It is Ordered that this suit Abate 
against him" 

The 1787 Personal Property Tax List and later Bedford County, Virginia, 
Personal Property Tax Lists did not list an Obediah Wright. 

The 1787 Personal Property Tax List for Mercer County, Virginia (now Kentucky), 
listed one Obediah Wright, but it is unclear whether this was 1801 Obediah Wright of 
Franklin County, Georgia. 

On March 30, 1787, at Bedford County, Virginia, County Court Loose Papers a 
summons was issued against Obediah Wright to answer the complaint of Smith Payne 
for damages of £12: 


"The commonwealth of Virginia to the Sheriff of Bedford county, greeting: You 
are hereby commanded to take Obediah Wright if he be found within your 
bailiwick, and him safely keep, so that you have his body before the Justices of 
our said county court, at the courthouse of the said county, on the 4th Monday in 
May next to answer Smith Payne of a Plea of Trespass on the Case Damage 
Twelve pounds And have then there this writ. Witness, Ja Steptoe clerk of our 
said court, the 30th day of March 1787 in the 11th year of the commonwealth. 


Ja Steptoe" 


In her letter dated October 6, 1993, Loretta June Wright enclosed a document 
dated July 2, 1/87, authorizing the survey of 200 acres of land in Franklin County, 
Georgia, for Obediah Wright: | 
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"Georgia Jesse Walton 


By the Court of Justices of Franklin County 
To John Gorham Esaqr. County Surveyor 


You are hereby Authorized and required to admeasure & lay out or cause to be 
admeasured & laid out unto Obadiah Wright a tract of Land which shall contain 
Two Hundred acres in Franklin County in leiu an old warrant of Bethnel Riggot 
Taking especial care the same has not heretofore been laid Out to any person or 
persons & you are also hereby Directed and requested to render a platt of the 
same in your office and Transmit A Copy thereof together with this Warrant to 
the Surveyor Genl within two years from this Date. Given under my Hand as 
Sen. Justice of sd. Court this 2d. Day of July 1787 


John Smith for. 
Larkin Cleveland CFC" 


On August 23, 1787, at Franklin County, Georgia, Deed C/23 Bethuil Riggs of 
Franklin County granted a power of attorney to Larkin Cleveland to convey title of the 
350 acres to Obediah Wright. 

On August 25, 1787, at Franklin County, Georgia, D.B. C/19 Obediah Wright 
purchased from Bethuel and Nancy Riggs 350 acres on Little Shoal Creek: 

"State of Georgia 


This Indenture made the 25th Day of August in the Year of Our Lord 1787 & in 
the 11th year of the Independence of the United States of America -- Between 
Bethuel Riggs & Nancy his Wife of the One part and Obediah Wright of the sd 
State & County of the Other part Witnesseth that the sd Bethual Riggs & Nancy 
his Wife for & in Consideration of the sum of One Hundred Pounds lawfull 
Money of sd State to them in Hand well and truly paid at or before the sealing & 
Delivery of these presents the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged Hath 
Granted Bargained Sold released & Confirmed & by these presents doth Grant 
Bargain Sell release & confirm unto the said Obadiah Wright his Heirs & assigns 
all that Tract or parcel of Land containing Three Hundred & fifty Acres be the 
same more or less Situate lying & being in the County of Franklin on little Shoal 
Creek Butting & Bounding as follows (to Wit) adjoyning Lands of Benj, Cleveland 
Willm. Sloan Phillip Walker & near adjoyning Lands of Nathan Coffee 


Together with all & Singular the Rights members & appertenances thereof 
whatsoever to the sd. tract of Land being belonging or in any wise appertaining. 
And the remainders reversions rents & Issues & profits thereof & of every part 
thereof to have and to hold the sd. tract of Land & all & Singular the premisses & 
appertenances thereunto belonging as aforesaid & every part thereof unto the 
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sd. Obadiah Wright his Heirs and assigns to the only proper use benefit & 
behoof of the sd. Obediah Wright his Heirs and assigns forever & the sd. Bethuel 
Riggs & Nancy his Wife & their Heirs the sd. tract of Land & premisses aforesaid 
& Every part thereof unto the sd. Obadiah Wright his Heirs & assigns against 
them the sd. Bethl. Riggs and Nancy his Wife & their Heirs and all and every 
other person or persons whatsoever shall & will warrant & forever defend by 
these presents In Witness whereof the sd. Bethuel Riggs and Nancy his Wife 
hath hereunto sett their Hands & Seals the Day & Year first above written 


Sealed & Delivered in his 
the presence of us Bethl. xX mark 
Larkin Cleveland J.P. mark 
her 
Nancy | X Riggs 
mark” 


On November 16, 1790, Obadiah Wright was a witness to Franklin County, 
Georgia, Deed __/64B from Hugh and Helen McDonaid to John Smith. 

In her letters dated November 25, 1986, and September 18, 1990, Loretta Jane 
(Shackelford) Wright stated that Obediah Wright was listed on Jury Duty for Franklin 
County, Georgia, for 1790 & 1791. 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright stated 
that on November 6, 1792, John Gorham surveyed 100 acres of land for Obediah 
Wright in right of his headright. 

In her letter dated October 6, 1993, Loretta June Wright enclosed a document 
dated September 4, 1795, by which Obediah Wright patented 200 acres of land in 
Franklin County, Georgia: 

"State of Georgia 


By His Excellency George Mathews Captain-General, Governor, and 
Commander in Chief in and over the said State, and of the Militia thereof. 


To all to whom these Presents shall come, Greeting: 


Know ye, That, in pursuance of the Act for opening the Land-Office, and by 
virtue of the powers in me vested, | have given and granted, and, by these 
presents in the name and behalf of the said state, Do give and grant unto 
Obediah Wright heirs and assigns forever, All that tract or parcel of land, 
containing Two hundred acres, situate, lying, and being in the county of Franklin 
in the said state and butting and bounding on all Sides by Vacant Land having 
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such shape, form, and marks, as appear by a plat of the same hereunto annexed 
together with all and singular the rights, members, and appurtenances thereof, 
whatsoever, to the said tract or parcel of land belonging, or in any wise 
appertaining; and also all the estate, right, title, interest, claim, and demand of 
the state aforesaid, of, in, to, or out of, the same: To Have and To Hold the said 
tract or parcel of land, and all and singular the premises aforesaid, with their and 
every of their rights, members, and appurtenances, unto the said Obediah 
Wright his heirs, and assigns, to his and their own proper use and behoof 
forever, in Fee simple. 


Given under my hand, and the great seal of the said state, this fourth day of 
September in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety five 
and in the twentieth year of American Independence. 


Signed by his Ex- _) 
cellency the Gov- _) 
ernor the 4 dat ) 
of Septem 1795 ) 


Geo. Mathews 
Meriwether LG Dp 


Registered the 4 day of Sept 1795." 


In her letter dated October 6, 1993, Loretta June Wright enclosed a document 
dated September 1, 1798, authorizing the survey of 100 acres of land for Obediah 
Wright: 

"Wright, Obardiah 


Georgia Larkin Cleveland 
By the Court of Justices of the County of Franklin 
To John Gorham Esquire County Surveyor for the said County 


You are hereby authorised and required to admeasure and lay out or cause to be 
admeasured and laid out unto Obadiah Wright a Tract of Land which shall 
contain One Hundred acres in Franklin County (on part of his Head right) 


Taking especial care the same has not heretofore been laid out to any Person or 
Persons and you are also hereby directed and required to record sd platt of the 
same in your office and transmit a Copy thereof together with this warrant to the 
Surveyor General within two years from this date, __._~—=—s my Hand as Senior 
Justice of said County this 1st Day of S| 


John Smith C.F.C." 
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In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright stated 
the following: 

1) that the 1798 Franklin County, Georgia, Tax List listed Ob'n Wright as the 
owner of one dwelling valued at $50, 550 acres of land valued at $650, and 7 slaves, 3 
of them under 12 and over 50 years of age, 

2) that the 1800 Franklin County, Georgia, Tax List listed Obediah Write with 
550 acres of land on Shoal Creek adjacent to Riggs and W. Gate, 

3) that the 1801 Franklin County, Georgia, Tax List listed Obediah Right with 
950 acres of land, 

4) that the 1802 Franklin County, Georgia, Tax List listed Hannah Wright as 
the owner of 550 acres of land on Shoal Creek adjacent to Thewitt Riggs and John 
McNeil, and 

5) that on February 10, 1803, at Franklin County, Georgia, Ordinary Minute 
Book 4/23 letters of administration for the estate of Obediah Wright were issued to 
Hannah Wright and John Wright. 

An inventory and appraisement of the estate of Obediah Wright was recorded in 
Franklin County, Georgia, W.B. 1786- 1813, page 38 and 38a. Although no date was 
given, the recording was probably in 1803. The value of the estate totaled $3,384.50, 
of which $2225 was for 9 slaves. 

On August 7, 1805, at Franklin County, Georgia, Deed P/63 or 64, Hannah 
Wright, the widow and relict of Obadiah Wright, deceased, formerly Hannah Roberts, 
gifted to her son John Wright a legacy of £100 Virginia currency due to her from the 
estate of her father Alexander Roberts under his will dated February 15, 1799. 

"Georgia ) 


Franklin County ) 


Know all men by these presents that |, Hannah Wright widow and relict of 
Obadiah Wright deceased, formerly Hannah Roberts, in consideration of Natural 
love and affection which | have and bear unto my beloved Son John Wright, and 
also for divers other good causes and Considerations, me hereunto moving have 
given granted and confirmed, and by these presents do give grant and confirm 
unto the said John Wright a Legacy of One hundred pounds Virginia currency 
unto me bequested and devised by my father Alexander Roberts by his last will 
and Testament made and executed on the fifteenth day of February one 
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thousand seven hundred and Seventy nine. And | the said Hannah Wright do 
hereby agree that the said John Wright shall have hold and enjoy the aforesaid 
legacy of one hundred pounds Virginia currency with all the Interests which hath 
heretofore be accrued and which may hereafter accrue thereon unto the said 
John Wright his Executors administrators and assigns to the only proper use and 
behoof of the said John Wright his executors administrators and assigns forever 
And | the said Hannah Wright the said Legacy of one hundred Pounds Virginia 
currency with the Interest due and to grow due thereon, against me the said 
Hannah Wright my executors and administrators and against all and every 
Person or Persons whomsoever shall and will Warrant and do hereby Authorize 
the said John Wright his heirs Executors administrators or assigns to take, 
receive, enjoy and apply to his or their sole use and benefit the aforesaid one 
hundred Pounds Virginia Currency with all interests and benefits arising 
therefrom and to give assurances and acquitances on the receipt of the Money 
or any part thereof as | might or could do. In Witness whereof | have hereunto 
set my hand and affixed my seal This seventh day of August 1805 


Jonah Stovall his 

John McNiel Hannah X Wright 
mark 

Georgia 


) 
Franklin County ) 


Personally came John McNiel and Jonas Stovall before me one of the Justices 
of the peace for said County and made Oath in due form of Law and deposeth & 
saith that they was Personally present and saw Hannah Wright widow and relict 
of Obadiah Wright deceased formerly Hannah Roberts sign seal and deliver the 
within Deed of Gift and power of Attorney to her son John Wright to receive a 
legacy of one hundred pounds in the State of Virginia of Virginia currency 


Sworn & subscribed to John McNiel 

before me this 19th Jonah Stovall 

day of September 1805 

Robt Walter JP Recorded 8th Octr 1805" 


On August 17, 1805, at Franklin County, Georgia, Deed P/70 Hannah (Roberts) 
Wright and Daniel Beall entered into a trust agreement with Robert Walters, John 
McNiel, and John Wright as follows: 

"Georgia 

Articles of Agrement of three parts indented made and entered into this 


seventeen day of August eighteen hundred and five Between Daniel Beall of the 
one part, Hannah Wright widow of the second part, and Robert Walters John 
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McNeil John Wright of the third part Witnesseth that the said Hannah Wright is 
possessed of and entitled unto in her own right a child's part of all the personal 
Estate which belonged to her late husband Obadiah Wright and also her Dower 
as third part of the real estate of which the said Obadiah Wright stood vested 
and was entitled to in his life time and at the time of his death. And Whereas a 
marriage is shortly intended to be had and solemnized between the said Daniel 
Beall -- the said Hannah Wright it is therefore covenanted and agreed by and 
between -- parties to these presents in manner & form following, that is to say -- 
First the said Daniel Beall for himself his heirs Executors and administrators doth 
covenant and agree to and with the said Robert Walters John McNeil and John 
Wright Trustees for the said Hannah Wright their heirs and assigns that they the 
said Daniel Beall and Hannah Wright his intended wife in case the intended 
marriage shall be had and solemnized by good & sufficient conveyances in the 
law shall settle and assure All those lands messuages or tenements with the 
appurtenances whereof he the said Hannah Wright is seised as aforesaid to the 
use and behoof of the said Robert Walters, John McNeil and John Wright their 
heirs & assigns during the natural life of the said Daniel Beall in trust for the said 
Hannah Wright and from and after the decease of the said Daniel Beall then to 
the use and behoof of the said Hannah Wright, his intended wife for and during 
the Term of her natural life; And from and after her decease then to the use and 
behoof of the heirs of the body of the said Hannah Wright by the said Daniel 
Beall lawfully to be begotten and for the default of such issue then to the use and 
behoof of the said Hannah Wright her heirs and assigns forever, and to and for 
no Other use intent or purpose whatsoever. And the said Daniel Beall for 
himself his heirs Executors and Administrators doth further covenant grant & 
agree to and with the said Robert Walters, John McNeil and John Wright 
trustees as aforesaid their heirs and assigns that they the said Daniel Beall and 
Hannah Wright his said intended wife (in case the said marriage shall take 
effect) shall and will by good and lawfull conveyances in the law settle and 
assign all the aforesaid lands messuages or Tenements together with all said 
personal property is now seised or possessed of in such manner as that the 
same may be held and enjoyed and the rents and profits thereof may be had, 
received __ and taken by the said Daniel Beall and his assigns during as many 
years as he shall happen to live and from ___ after his decease then by the 
said Hannah Wright his said intended wife and her assigns for and during so 
many years as __ shall happen to live, and from and after her decease then by 
such children of the said Hannah Wright by the said Daniel Beall to be begotten 
in such a manner and may not be in the power of the said Daniel Beall to defeat 
such Heir issue And in default of such issue then by the Executors administrators 
or assigns of the said Hannah Wright and to and for no Other use intent or 
purpose whatsoever 
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In Witness whereof the parties have hereunto set their hands and affixed their 
seals the day and year above Written 


Test Daniel Beall 
William Malone Hannah Wright 
Obadiah Wright Robert Walter 
Jonah Stovall John McNeil 
William Cawthorne senr John Wright 


Recorded 12th November 1805." 


In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright stated 
the following: 

1) that the 1805 Tax List for Franklin County, Georgia, listed Hannah Wright, 
admx. of Obediah Wright, with 7 Negroes and 550 acres of land on Shoal Creek 
adjacent to Shad Rigg and John McNeil, and 

2) that the 1806 Tax List for Franklin County, Georgia, listed Daniel Beall, 
adm'r of Ob'd Wright with 550 acres of land on Shoal Creek adjacent to Sherrell Riggs 
and John McNeil and with his own land on Stevenson Creek. 

On May 4, 1807, at Franklin County, Georgia, W.B. 1786-1813, page 67a, is the 
following entry: 

"John Wright Admrs -- of Obadiah Wright -- Decd, returnable at the next court of 

Ordinary to be held in and for the County of Franklin -" 

And at page 68 is the following entry: 

"ordered that the Clerk of this Court do issue Process Vz John Wright Adr of 

Obediah Wright D. returnable at the next Court of Ordinary to be held in & for the 

County of Franklin." 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright stated 
that in September 1807 at Franklin County, Georgia, Ordinary Court Minutes Book A/61 
John Wright and Daniel Beall in right of his wife Hannah, adm'rs, filed the receipts of 
the heirs Thomas and Obediah Wright. 

An accounting for property sold for the estate of Obediah Wright was filed at 
Franklin County, Georgia, W.B. 1786-1813, page 82a and 83, listing sales to Thomas 
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Wright on September 30, 1804, and to Obediah Right, Hannah Right, John Right, and 
David Cleveland on January 30, 1804. 

In March 1812, at Franklin County, Georgia, Ordinary Court Order Book 1786- 
1813, page 121, Thomas Wright filed for release from his suretyship for the estate of 
Obediah Wright: 


"On application of Thomas Wright securities for the performance of John Wright 
-- & Daniel Beall in right of his wife, administrators of the estate of Obadiah 
Wright Decd- praying to be discharged from his security ship - 


It is ordered that John Wright & Daniel Beall in right of his wife, administrators of 
the said Estate, be and appear at the Court of Ordinary to be held on the first 
monday in May next to shew cause if any they have why the said Thomas Wright 
Should not be discharged from his said securityship, and they be compelled to 
give other securities, and that the clerk issue citation as stated & to be served on 
them previous to that time-" 


In May 1812 at Franklin County, Georgia, Ordinary Court Order Book 1786-1813, 
page 122 and 122a, the Court released Thomas Wright from his suretyship and, 
removed Daniel Beall and John Wright as administrators: 


"Georgia Court of Ordinary May Term 1812 -- Franklin County On the petition of 
Thomas Wright Stating that he Stands security for the performance of Daniel 
Beall in the right of his wife Hannah Beall formerly Hannah Wright and John 
Wright, administrators of the estate of Obadiah Wright deceased and that he 
wishes to be discharged from his said securityship, and the said Court by their 
order passed at March term last requiring the said Daniel Beall Administrator in 
right of his wife, and John Wright Administrator as aforesaid, to appear at this 
Term and shew cause if any they had, why the said Thomas Wright should not 
be discharged, and they the said Daniel Beall and John Wright to give new 
security or their administration to be revoked and discharged, and it appearing to 
the court also that notice of said rule has been duly served the said Daniel Beall 
and John Wright, and they failing to appear at this term to shew any cause or 
give any further securety- | 


Whereapon it is ordered that the said Thomas Wright, be henceforth discharged 
and released from his securityship for the said Daniel Beall administrator in right 
of his wife, & John Wright administrators of the Estate of Obadiah Wright 
Deceased aforesaid, or either of them forever And it is further ordered that the 
said Daniel Beall in right of his wife Hannah Beall formerly Hannah Wright and 
John Wright, be discharged from the administration of the said estate of Obadiah 
Wright deceased, and the letters and right thereof, be annulled, set aside and 
revoked-" 
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On January 6, 1812, at Franklin County, Georgia, W.B. 1786-1813, page 152a, 
David Wright executed the following receipt: 

"Georgia 

Franklin County ) 


Recd from John Wright administrator of the estate of Ob. Wright Decd - the sum 
of ninety five dollars in part of my dividend or share of the said Estate, being one 
of the legal heirs & representatives thereof this 6th January 1812- 


Test David Wright" 

James Smith) 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackleford) Wright stated 
that the 1813 Tax List for Franklin County, Georgia, listed the estate of Obediah Wright 
with 650 acres of land on Little Shoal Creek adjacent to T. Howel Riggs and P. Walker. 

On November 12, 1814, at Franklin County, Georgia, D.B. MM/28 John Wright 
filed an affidavit that his father Obediah Wright had died on January 9, 18071, in 
Georgia: 

"Georgia 

Franklin County 


Personally appeared before me a Justice of the peace for the County aforesaid 
John Wright who being duly Sworn saith that he is the son of Obidiah Wright who 
intermarried with Hannah Roberts daughter of Alexander Roberts late of Virginia, 
deceased. And this deponant further saith that the said Obediah Wright 
departed this life on or about the ninth of January in the year eighteen hundred & 
One in the State of Georgia 


sworn to before me ) John Wright 
this 12 Novr 1814 ) | 
David Payne JP )" 


On November 12, 1814, at Franklin County, Georgia, D.B. MM/29 John Wright 
appointed Thomas Farmer his attorney in fact to collect a legacy due to Hannah Wright, 
the widow of Obediah Wright, from the estate of Alexander Roberts in Mecklenburg 
County, Virginia: 
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"Georgia ) 
Franklin County ) 


Know all men by these presents that | John Wright of the State and County 
aforesaid have this day appointed my trusty and faithfull friend Thomas Farmer 
of the County & State aforesaid my true and lawfull attorney in fact for me & in 
my name & for my own proper use & benefit to do & perform the matters and 
things hereinafter mentioned; Whereas Alexander Roberts late of the state of 
Virginia & County of Mecklenburg deceased in his last will on testament bearing 
date __ February Seventeen hundred and Seventy Nine did give and bequeath, 
among other things, to Hannah Wright a legacy of one hundred pounds to be 
paid unto her after the death of her then Husband Obediah Wright and after the 
Said Will made and constituted Robert Jones Executor as in & by the said Will 
may appear: Now know ye, that | the said John Wright have made ordained 
constituted & appointed the said Thomas Farmer of the State aforesaid my true 
& lawfull attorney for me & in my name and for my own proper use & benefit to 
ask demand sue for recover and receive of & from the said Robert Jones the 
legacy of one hundred pounds given and bequeathed as aforesaid by the will of 
the said Alexander Roberts aforesaid, & upon receipt thereof by or payment 
thereof to him my said attorney a general release deliver Hereby ratifying, 
confirming & allowing whatsoever my said attorney shall lawfully do in the 
premises. In Witness whereof | do hereunto Set my hand & Seal, this 12th day 
of November 1814. 


In presence John Wright 
Joseph Cork 
A M Perryman 


Georgia 
Franklin County 


Personally Came Alxr. Perryman before me who being duly Sworn saith on oath 
that he was a Subscribing Witness to the within Power of Attorney and that he 
saw Joseph Cook assign his name as a Witness to the same 

sworn to and Subscribed before me this 25th of November 1814 

N. F Bozwell J.P. Alxr Perryman 

Recorded 25th of 

November 1814" 


In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackleford) Wright stated 
that on March 7, 1825, at Franklin County, Georgia, Ordinary Court Minutes Book M/11 
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Obediah Wright was appointed administrator of the estate of Hannah Beall, deceased, 
formerly Hannah Wright. 

These records indicate that Obediah Wright's widow Hannah (Roberts) Wright 
married second Daniel Beal, that John Wright and Thomas Wright, his sons, joined with 
her in administering Obediah's estate, that David Wright was a son, and that there was 
an Obediah Wright, Jr., probably his son, and a probable connection to the Cleveland 
family. 

The reference in John Wright's affidavit dated November 12, 1814, and recorded 
at Franklin County, Georgia, Deed MM/29 to Hannah Roberts, deceased, suggests that 
Hannah (Roberts) (Wright) Beall had died before that date. However, the probate of 
the estate of Hannah (Roberts) (Wright) Beall in 1825 suggests that she either lived 
until about that time or the probate of her estate was delayed until long after her death. 

There are four equity cases in South Carolina which deal with the estates of the 
children of Obediah Wright, Sr. Those cases are the following and are available from 
the South Carolina Department of Archives and History: 

(1) |Thomas Wright Estate, Pickens District, South Carolina, Equity Papers 

No. 44, available on Roll No. PK 11; 


(2) James Wright Estate, Pickens District, South Carolina, Estate Papers, 
Apt. 22, File 267, available on Roll PK 16; 


(3) James Wright Estate, Pickens District, South Carolina, Equity Papers 
Pack 74-A, available on Roll PK 44; and 


(4) William Cleveland Estate and James Wright Estate, Pickens District, 
south Carolina, Equity Papers Pack 184, available on Roll PK 47. 
There are also documents available from the Clerk of the Probate Court, Pickens 
County, South Carolina, for the estates of James Wright and Thomas Wright which 
include additional documents: | 
(1) oli Wright Estate Documents, Box 22, Number 267, Probate Judge's 
ice; 


(2) James Wright Estate Documents, Box 4, Number 7, Clerk of the Court of 
Equity; and 


0099D(070406) 748. 


(3) | Thomas Wright Estate Documents, Box 4, Number 44, Probate Judge's 
Office. 
Those cases are discussed more fully below in the section on 1839 James Wright of 
Pickens District, South Carolina, and establish the identity of the following siblings who 
were Obediah Wright's children: 

(1) John Wright; 

(2) Thomas Wright; 

(3) Larkin Wright; 

(4) James Wright; 

(5) | Obediah Wright, Jr.; 

(6) Charlton Wright, also known as Tarlton Wright; 

(7) David Wright; and 

(8) |= Nancy (Wright) Harrison. 

Thomas Wright married Martha Cleveland; Larkin Wright married Catherine 
Cleveland; and James Wright married Fanny Cleveland. The intermarriages with the 
Cleveland family and the names Larkin and Fanny remind one of David Wright, son of 
1779 John Wright, and his daughter Fanny Wright and her husband Larkin Cleveland. 
Similarly, the names David, Obediah, James, and John remind one of the children of 
1779 John Wright listed in his will. This seems clearly to be part of the family of 1779 
John Wright. 

In addition, the connection of Obediah Wright to Virginia by his marriage to 
Hannah Roberts of Mecklenburg County, Virginia, is additional evidence that 1801 
Obediah Wright of Franklin County, Georgia, was the son of 1779 John Wright of 
Prince Edward County, Virginia. 

The most relevant documents are in James Wright Estate, Pickens District, 
south Carolina, Equity Papers Pack 74-A. The complaint of Frances Wright, widow of 
James Wright who had died intestate and without issue, requested a partition of land 


among the heirs of James Wright and provided as follows: 
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"State of South Carolina _) 
Pickens District ) In Equity 


To The Honorable the Chancellors of the Said State. 


Humbly complaining sheweth unto your Honor Your oratrix Frances Wright that 
her husband James Wright lately departed this life Intestate being siezed and 
possessed at the time of his death of considerable real and personal Estate 
Subject to distribution amongst his heirs at law to wit a tract of Land where on 
the Said Intestate had been living at the time of his death situate in the District 
and State aforesaid and bounded by Lands of Robert A. Maxwell, Mrs. Martha 
Wright, Thomas Hutchins Allen Guest and others lying on the north and south 
forks of the Big Beaverdam Creek containing two hundred and fifty acres more or 
less a more particular description of which may be seen on reference to the 
original deeds to the said James Wright herewith filed marked Exhibits A, B, C & 
D. That the said Lands are subject to distribution between your oratrix, the 
widow of said Deceased who is entitled to one moiety thereof and the other 
moiety being subject to distribution amongst the Brothers and Sisters (or their 
representatives) of said Deceased. That of these Larkin Wright, Tarlton Wright 
and John Wright each of whom were brothers, alone survived the said James 
Wright. That three other Brothers and one Sister comprised the entire family 
Originally and had each died before the death of the said James Wright and each 
having children who likewise with some exceptions survived the said James 
Wright to wit Obed Wright who left ten children Permelia who has intermarried 
with J. C. Looney, William C. Wright, James W. Wright, Hannah who has 
intermarried with William Carnes, the remaining six children being minors to wit 
Mary Wright, Prior Wright, Nancy Wright, Thomas Wright, Rhoda Wright and 
Frances Wright. Thomas Wright who left eight children to wit Harriet who has 
intermarried with Morgan Harbin, William Wright, Lilburn Wright, Robert Wright 
Abednego Wright, Nancy who has intermarried with Samuel McJunkin, Martha 
who has intermarried with Henry McJunkin and Catherine who intermarried with 
Monroe Cleveland - David Wright who left at the time of his death two children 
James and Nancy Wright neither of whom have been heard of for many years - 
and an only Sister Nancy who had married with Robert Harrison and died leaving 
ten children two of whom had died likewise before the said James Wright leaving 
other children. The family of Nancy Harrison consisted of E. W. Harrison, 
Thomas Harrison, Larkin Harrison, John Harrison Lucinda who has intermarried 
with Benjamin Holland, Catherine who has intermarried with Jackson Lowry. 
Elizabeth who has intermarried with Joseph H. Parker and Harriet B. Harrison - 
Delilah Hislop formerly Harrison who having died before the said James Wright 
left three children each minor to wit Nancy C. Hislop, Eliza Erwin Hislop & 
Mariah G. Hislop. Patsy O'Kees formerly Harrison who likewise departed this life 
before the said James Wright leaving six minor children Harriet, Elijah W, 
Thomas, John, Mary E, and James S. O'Kees. 
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For as much as these matters are property cognizable in a Court of Equity your 
oratrix pray your Honors that the several parties in interest be required to answer 
the allegations of this Bill as though the same were specially set forth and that 
Partition of the Lands in question may be decreed between your oratrix and 
those interested according to their respective interests and to this end that a writ 
of Partition may be directed to certain trusty persons commanding them to make 
partition of the same either by division or by assignment to one or more at an 
assessed value according to Law if the same may be done with a proper regard 
to the interests of all parties. And if the same ts not susceptible of such Partition 
or may not be assigned that they recommend the same to be sold at public 
outcry at such time on such terms and in such manner as will be most conducive 
to the interests of all concerned and that on the Return of such writ or on proper 
ascertainment of the facts of the case in such other way as may seem best That 
your Honors would grant such order and make such decree in the premises as 
may seem consonant with equity & justice. 


May it please Your Honors to grant your writ of subpoena directed to the several 
parties aforesaid requiring them to be and appear at Pickens Court House by a 
day certain to answer this Bill and to do and receive and abide by whatever may 
be ordered in the Premises. 


J. N. Whitner 
Comp. Sol." 
Also included among the papers of that case was a chart of the brothers and sisters of 
James Wright and their descendants: 
"James Wright Estate to be distributed between Widow Francis Wright entitled to 
one half 
bal to brothers & sisters 
1. John Wright in Georgia 
2. Tarlton Wright in Alabama 


3. Larkin Wright died since James 
left widow Catherine Wright 


& 8 children Francis married Milton Hix 
Julia Ann married Wm. W. Holland 
Nancy married Robt Holland 
Oliver C. Wright Minor 18 
Lucinda Wright Minor 16 
James Wright Minor 14 
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Martha M. Wright Minor 10 
Catherine Wright Minor 7 


4. Obed Wright Dead - Family all in Georgia 


10 children Permelia married to J. C. Looney 
Wm C. Wright 
James W. Wright 
Hannah married to Wm. Carnes 


Mary Wright Minor 
Prior Wright Minor 
Nancy Wright Minor 


Thomas Wright Minor 
Rhoda Wright Minor 
Francis Wright Minor 


D. Thomas Wright deceased 


children Harriet married Morgan Harb__ (Harbin) 
Wm Wright 
Lilburn Wright Geo. 
Robert Wright Geo. 
Abednego Wright Geo. 
Nancy married Saml McJunkin Geo. 
Martha married Henry McJunkin Geo. 
Catherine married Monro Cleveland Geo. 


6. David Wright died before James 


Children James & Nancy supposed dead likewise not having been 
heard from in many years. 


7. Nancy Wright a Sister of James married to Robt Harrison & died before 
James Wright leaving 


her children E. W. Harrison Geo. 
Thomas Harrison Geo. 
Larkin Harrison Geo. 
John Harrison Geo. 
Lucinda married Benj. Holland Geo. 
Catherine married Jackson Lowry 
Elizabeth married Jos. H. Parker Geo. 
Harriet B. Harrison 


& Delilah married Heslep & died before James Wright 
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left children Nancy C. Minor 
Elizira (Elijah?) Erwin Minor 
Mariah G. Minor 


& Patsy married Jas. O'Kees & died before James 


left children Harriet Minor 
Elijah H. Minor 
Thomas Minor 
John Minor 
Mary E. Minor 
James S. Minor 


Names of Commissioners 

Martin S. McLeary 

Benjamin McGee 

John Nischem (7?) 

Pendleton Isbell 

Ezekiel Stanley" 

In her letter dated December 4, 1987, Jane (Carson) Milam stated that the 
marriage of Obediah Wright and Hannah Roberts occurred in Virginia. 

In his letter dated January 15, 1988, Jimmy L. Veal stated that Hannah Roberts 
was probably born after 1758, the date on which Alexander Roberts married Martha 
smith, the person believed to be the mother of Hannah. 

In her letter dated November 25, 1986, Loretta June Wright listed the dates of 
birth of those children as follows: 

"4. John Wright b. 1776 Va. 

2 Thomas b. 1775-94.... 

3. Larkin b. 1775-1794 (most likely 1790) 

4. James b. 1780-90.... 

5 Obediah Jr. 1780-90 .... 

6 Charlton also called Tarlton b. 1797 Georgia 
1 David 

8. Nancy... ." 

In her letter dated December 2, 1993, Mrs. Colleen Kenyon stated that Hannah 
Roberts mother was Martha Smith, the widow of Luke Smith, Jr. 
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From the evidence set forth above and additional evidence set forth below, the 
children of 1801 Obediah Wright of Franklin County, Georgia, and Hannah (Smith) 
(Roberts) (Wright) Beall were the following: 

1) John Wright, born in 1776 at Virginia, 

2) Thomas Wright, born between 1775 and 1794 at Virginia, 

3) Larkin Wright, born between 1775 and 1794 or about 1798 at Georgia, 

4) James Wright, born between 1780 and 1790, 

5) Obediah Wright, Jr., born about 1776 or between 1770 and 1780 or 
between 1780 and 1790 at Virginia, 

6) Charlton Wright, also Known as Tarlton Wright, born in 1797 at Georgia, 

7) David Wright, and 

8) Nancy (Wright) Harrison. 

1. John Wright, His Wife Susannah Wright, And His 
Descendants 
John Wright was a son of 1801 Obediah Wright of Franklin County, 
Georgia, and Hannah (Roberts) (Wright) Beall and was probably their first child. (1779 
John', 1801 Obediah’) 

On March 3, 1803, at Franklin County, Georgia, D.B. _ /29 a John Wright 
purchased 50 acres of land in Franklin County, Georgia, from James and Jimmy 
McClain, but it is not certain that this John Wright was the son of Obediah Wright. 

On August 7, 1805, at Franklin County, Georgia, D.B. P/63 or 64, Hannah 
Wright, the widow and relict of Obadiah Wright, deceased, formerly Hannah Roberts, 
gifted to her son John Wright a legacy of £100 Virginia currency due to her from the 
estate of her father Alexander Roberts under his will dated February 15, 1/799: 

"Georgia 

Articles of Agrement of three parts indented made and entered into this 

seventeen day of August eighteen hundred and five Between Daniel Beall of the 

one part, Hannah Wright widow of the second part, and Robert Walters John 

McNeil John Wright of the third part Witnesseth that the said Hannah Wright is 

possessed of and entitled unto in her own right a child's part of all the personal 


Estate which belonged to her late husband Obadiah Wright and also her Dower 
as third part of the real estate of which the said Obadiah Wright stood vested 
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and was entitled to in his life time and at the time of his death. And Whereas a 
marriage is shortly intended to be had and solemnized between the said Daniel 
Beall -- the said Hannah Wright it is therefore covenanted and agreed by and 
between -- parties to these presents in manner & form following, that is to say - 
First the said Daniel Beall for himself his heirs Executors and administrators doth 
covenant and agree to and with the said Robert Walters John McNeil and John 
Wright Trustees for the said Hannah Wright their heirs and assigns that they the 
said Daniel Beall and Hannah Wright his intended wife in case the intended 
marriage shall be had and solemnized by good & sufficient conveyances in the 
law shall settle and assure All those lands messuages or tenements with the 
appurtenances whereof he the said Hannah Wright is seised as aforesaid to the 
use and behoof of the said Robert Walters, John McNeil and John Wright their 
heirs & assigns during the natural life of the said Daniel Beall in trust for the said 
Hannah Wright and from and after the decease of the said Daniel Beall then to 
the use and behoof of the said Hannah Wright, his intended wife for and during 
the Term of her natural life; And from and after her decease then to the use and 
behoof of the heirs of the body of the said Hannah Wright by the said Daniel 
Beall lawfully to be begotten and for the default of such issue then to the use and 
behoof of the said Hannah Wright her heirs and assigns forever, and to and for 
no Other use intent or purpose whatsoever. And the said Daniel Beall for 
himself his heirs Executors and Administrators doth further covenant grant & 
agree to and with the said Robert Walters, John McNeil and John Wright 
trustees as aforesaid their heirs and assigns that they the said Daniel Beall and 
Hannah Wright his said intended wife (in case the said marriage shall take 
effect) shall and will by good and lawfull conveyances in the law settle and 
assign all the aforesaid lands messuages or Tenements together with all said 
personal property is now seised or possessed of in such manner as that the 
same may be held and enjoyed and the rents and profits thereof may be had, 
received __ and taken by the said Daniel Beall and his assigns during as many 
years as he shail happen to live and from ___ after his decease then by the 
said Hannah Wright his said intended wife and her assigns for and during so 
many years as __ shall happen to live, and from and after her decease then by 
such children of the said Hannah Wright by the said Daniel Beall to be begotten 
in such a manner and may not be in the power of the said Daniel Beall to defeat 
such Heir issue And in default of such issue then by the Executors administrators 
or assigns of the said Hannah Wright and to and for no Other use intent or 
purpose whatsoever 
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In Witness whereof the parties have hereunto set their hands and affixed their 
seals the day and year above Written 


Test Daniel Beall 
William Malone Hannah Wright 
Obadiah Wright Robert Walter 
Jonah Stovall John McNeil 
William Cawthorne senr John Wright 


Recorded 12th November 1805." 


On August 17, 1805, at Franklin County, Georgia, D.B. P/70 Hannah (Roberts) 
Wright and Daniel Beall entered into a trust agreement with Robert Walters, John 
McNiel, and John Wright as follows: 


"Georgia 


Articles of Agrement of three parts indented made and entered into this 
seventeen day of August eighteen hundred and five Between Daniel Beall of the 
one part, Hannah Wright widow of the second part, and Robert Walters John 
McNeil John Wright of the third part Witnesseth that the said Hannah Wright is 
possessed of and entitled unto in her own right a child's part of all the personal 
Estate which belonged to her late husband Obadiah Wright and also her Dower 
as third part of the real estate of which the said Obadiah Wright stood vested 
and was entitled to in his life time and at the time of his death. And Whereas a 
marriage is shortly intended to be had and solemnized between the said Daniel 
Beall — the said Hannah Wright it is therefore covenanted and agreed by and 
between — parties to these presents in manner & form following, that is to say - 
First the said Daniel Beall for himself his heirs Executors and administrators doth 
covenant and agree to and with the said Robert Walters John McNeil and John 
Wright Trustees for the said Hannah Wright their heirs and assigns that they the 
said Daniel Beall and Hannah Wright his intended wife in case the intended 
marriage shall be had and solemnized by good & sufficient conveyances in the 
law shall settle and assure All those lands messuages or tenements with the 
appurtenances whereof he the said Hannah Wright is seised as aforesaid to the 
use and behoof of the said Robert Walters, Jonn McNeil and John Wright their 
heirs & assigns during the natural life of the said Daniel Beall in trust for the said 
Hannah Wright and from and after the decease of the said Daniel Beall then to 
the use and behoof of the said Hannah Wright, his intended wife for and during 
the Term of her natural life; And from and after her decease then to the use and 
behoof of the heirs of the body of the said Hannah Wright by the said Daniel 
Beall lawfully to be begotten and for the default of such issue then to the use and 
behoof of the said Hannah Wright her heirs and assigns forever, and to and for 
no Other use intent or purpose whatsoever. And the said Daniel Beall for 
himself his heirs Executors and Administrators doth further covenant grant & 
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agree to and with the said Robert Walters, John McNeil and John Wright 
trustees as aforesaid their heirs and assigns that they the said Daniel Beall and 
Hannah Wright his said intended wife (in case the said marriage shall take 
effect) shall and will by good and lawfull conveyances in the law settle and 
assign all the aforesaid lands messuages or Tenements together with all said 
personal property is now seised or possessed of in such manner as that the 
same may be held and enjoyed and the rents and profits thereof may be had, 
received __ and taken by the said Daniel Beall and his assigns during as many 
years as he shall happen to live and from ___ after his decease then by the 
said Hannah Wright his said intended wife and her assigns for and during so 
many years as __ shall happen to live, and from and after her decease then by 
such children of the said Hannah Wright by the said Daniel Beall to be begotten 
in such a manner and may not be in the power of the said Daniel Beall to defeat 
such Heir issue And in default of such issue then by the Executors administrators 
or assigns of the said Hannah Wright and to and for no Other use intent or 
purpose whatsoever 


In Witness whereof the parties have hereunto set their hands and affixed their 
seals the day and year above Written 


Test Daniel Beall 
William Malone Hannah Wright 
Obadiah Wright Robert Walter 
Jonah Stovall John McNeil 
William Cawthorne senr John Wright 


Recorded 12th November 1805." 


On November 12, 1814, at Franklin County, Georgia, D.B. MM/28 John Wright 
filed an affidavit that his father Obediah Wright had died on January 9, 18071, in 
Georgia: 


"Georgia 
Franklin County 


Personally appeared before me a Justice of the peace for the County aforesaid 
John Wright who being duly Sworn saith that he is the son of Obidiah Wright who 
intermarried with Hannah Roberts daughter of Alexander Roberts late of Virginia, 
deceased. And this deponant further saith that the said Obediah Wright 
departed this life on or about the ninth of January in the year eighteen hundred & 
One in the State of Georgia 


sworn to before me ) John Wright 
this 12 Novr 1814 ) 
David Payne JP y" 
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On November 12, 1814, at Franklin County, Georgia, D.B. MM/29 John Wright 
appointed Thomas Farmer his attorney in fact to collect a legacy due to Hannah Wright, 
the widow of Obediah Wright, from the estate of Alexander Roberts in Mecklenburg 
County, Virginia: 


"Georgia ) 
Franklin County ) 


Know all men by these presents that | John Wright of the State and County 
aforesaid have this day appointed my trusty and faithfull friend Thomas Farmer 
of the County & State aforesaid my true and lawfull attorney in fact for me & in 
my name & for my own proper use & benefit to do & perform the matters and 
things hereinafter mentioned; Whereas Alexander Roberts late of the state of 
Virginia & County of Mecklenburg deceased in his last will on testament bearing 
date _ February Seventeen hundred and Seventy Nine did give and bequeath, 
among other things, to Hannah Wright a legacy of one hundred pounds to be 
paid unto her after the death of her then Husband Obediah Wright and after the 
Said Will made and constituted Robert Jones Executor as in & by the said Will 
may appear: Now know ye, that | the said John Wright have made ordained 
constituted & appointed the said Thomas Farmer of the State aforesaid my true 
& lawfull attorney for me & in my name and for my own proper use & benefit to 
ask demand sue for recover and receive of & from the said Robert Jones the 
legacy of one hundred pounds given and bequeathed as aforesaid by the will of 
the said Alexander Roberts aforesaid, & upon receipt thereof by or payment 
thereof to him my said attorney a general release deliver Hereby ratifying, 
confirming & allowing whatsoever my said attorney shall lawfully do in the 
premises. In Witness whereof | do hereunto Set my hand & Seal, this 12th day 
of November 1814. 


In presence John Wright 
Joseph Cork 
A M Perryman 


Georgia 
Franklin County 


Personally Came Alxr. Perryman before me who being duly Sworn saith on oath 


that he was a Subscribing Witness to the within Power of Attorney and that he 
saw Joseph Cook assign his name as a Witness to the same 
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Sworn to and Subscribed before me this 25th of November 1814 


N. F Bozwell J.P. Alxr Perryman 
Recorded 25th of 
November 1814" 


The 1830 Census for Coweta County, Georgia, listed John Wright with the 
following household: 


Males Age Females Age 
1-50-60 1 50-60 
1 20-30 1 15-20 
1 5-10 


Although there are markings on the census record in the categories for males aged 0-5 
and 30-40, the markings appear to be 1's that were changed to 0's, indicating that the 
wrong column was marked and since the recorder could not erase, the 1 was written 
over as a zero to correct the record. As will be set forth below, John Wright, the son of 
1801 Obediah Wright of Franklin County, resided in 1842 in Coweta County, Georgia, 
and therefore, this listing was probably for him. This record indicates that John Wright 
and Susannah (____) Wright were born between 1770 and 1780. 

The 1840 Census for Coweta County, Georgia, listed John Right with the 
following household: 


Males Age Females Age 
1 60-70 1 60-70 
1 15-20 1 15-20 
1 10-15 


This record indicates that John Wright and Susannah (_____) Wright were born between 
1770 and 1780. 

The complaint for partition in the Estate of James Wright, Pickens District, South 
Carolina, Equity Papers Pack 74-A, dated approximately March 1, 1841, provided in 
part that John Wright was a brother of James Wright and survived his brother: 


",... That the said Lands are subject to distribution between your oratrix the 
widow of said Deceased who is entitled to one moiety thereof and the other 
moiety being subject to distribution amongst the Brothers and Sisters (or their 
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representatives) of said deceased. That of these Larkin Wright, Tarlton Wright 
and John Wright each of whom were brothers, alone survived the said James 
Wright. That three other Brothers and one Sister comprised the entire family 
Originally and had each died before the death of the said James Wright and had 
each died before the death of the said James Wright and each having children 
who likewise with some exceptions survived the said James Wright... ." 


The affidavit of Baylus Hix dated March 1, 1841, in that case stated that John 
Wright then lived outside of South Carolina: 
"Francis Wright +) 


vs ) In Equity - Bill for Partition 
Larkin Wright ) 
& others ) 


Personally appeared Baylis Hix & being duly sworn saith that he is informed and 
verily believes that John Wright and Tarlton Wright two of the Defendants in this 
case reside without the limits of this State as does also all the heirs of Obed. 
Wright Decd and all the heirs of Thomas Wright Decd with the exception of 
Harriet Harbin & William Wright and all the Heirs of Nancy Harrison Decd with 
the exception of Catherine Lowry. That David Wrights heirs when last heard 
from were also residing out of the limit of said State _ 


Sworn to & subscribed Balus Hix" 
March 1st 1841 

Before J. N. Whithier 

Not. Pub. 


The family chart in that same case also listed John Wright as a brother of James 
Wright and as resident in Georgia. 

On December 30, 1842, at Pickens District, South Carolina, Equity Papers Pack 
74-A, John Wright executed an assignment of his interest in the estate of his brother as 
a gift to his son John C. Wright: 

"Georgia ) 


Coweta County ) 


Know all men by these presents that |, Jonn Wright of said County & state 
(Father) of the one part for & in consideration of the love & natural affection 
which | have & bear to my lawful son John C. Wright of the same place of the 
other part & for divers others good causes & considerations me thereto moving 
have given granted aliened & conveyed & by these presents do give grant alien 
and convey unto my said son John C. Wright, his heirs and assigns all my right 
title, claim & interest at law or in Equity of in & to a distributive Share or portion of 
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the estate both real & personal, of my Brother James Wright late of the District in 
the State of South Carolina formerly known as Pendleton & now Anderson or 
Pickens District in said State of S. Carolina, now deceased to have and to hold 
the said distributive share, which is one sixth part or share of said estate, and the 
right title claim & interest as aforesaid therein & thereto, to him the said John C. 
Wright his heirs and assigns forever. And the said share of said estate both real 
& personal & the right & title thereof and thereto | will & do by these presents for 
myself, my heirs, executors & administrators, from the claim of my self & 
themselves & all other persons whatever warrant & defend to the said John C. 
Wright, his heirs and assigns. And | do by these presents, authorise and 
empower fully the said John C. Wright as my lawful attorney in fact to sue for, 
recover, and receive or settle from and with the representative of the said James 
Wright and his estate or any other person having & holding the said estate or 
distributive shares in my name as my said assignee or as said Attorney & to 
execute & deliver sufficient acquitances for the said estate in distributive share, 
confirming and notifying by these presents whatsoever my said assignee or 
attorney shall do or cause to be done in the premises as fully & perfectly as if | 
were personally present at the doing thereof or doing the same in my own proper 
person. In testimony whereof | have hereto set my hand and seal this the 
Thirtieth day of December in the year of our Lord Eighteen hundred & forty- two. 


Signed sealed & deliverance John Wright 
in presence of us 

Robert W. Linners(’?) 

Andrew I. Berry, J.I.C. 


Georgia ) 
Coweta County ) 


|, James I. Neeley Clerk of the Inferior Court for said County do hereby certify 
that Andrew | Berry whose name appears to the foregoing Deed of Gift letter of 
Attorney as a Subscribing witness is an acting Justice of the Inferior Court for 
said County & that full faith & credit ought to be had & given to his attestations as 
such & that the Same is in due Form. Given under my hand & seal of Office, 
this the thirtieth day of De____ year eighteen hundred & forty two___. 


James J. Neely Clk 
Georgia 
Coweta County J. Berry one of the Justices of the Inferior Court for Said 
County & State, do hereby certify that James |. Neely whose name appears to 


the above & foregoing certificate is Clerk of the Inferior Court for Said County & 
that full faith & credit ought to be had and given to his attestations as Such & that 
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the Same is in due form. Given under my hand and Seal this 30th December 
1842. 


Andw. J. Berry J.I.C." 


The 1850 Census for Coweta County, Georgia, listed John Wright with the 
following household on September 11, 1850: 


Name Age Sex Occupation orn 
John Wright 14 M Farmer Virginia 
Susanna Wright 73 F Virginia 


This record indicates that John Wright was born in about 1776 and that Susannah 
(___) Wright was born in about 1777. 

In her letters dated June 30, 1983, and September 18, 1990, Loretta June 
(Shackelford) Wright enclosed family group sheets which stated that John Wright was 
, was listed in 1800 in the Tax List for 


Franklin County, Georgia, and in the 1840 and 1850 Censuses for Coweta County, 


born in 1776 in Virginia, married Susanna 





Georgia, that Susanna (___) Wright was born in 1787 in Virginia, and that John Wright 


and Susanna (_____) had the following children: 
1) _____ Wright, a son born between 1790 and 1800, 
2) John C. Wright, born about 1812 at Georgia, 
3) ____ Wright, a daughter born between 1810 and 1815, 
3) ____ Wright, a son born between 1820 and 1825, and 
4) _____ Wright, a son born between 1825 and 1830. 


In her email dated June 25, 1997, Rita Evelyn Fulton enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that John Wright was a son of Obadiah Wright, Sr., and Hannah 
(Roberts) Wright and married Grisella Drucella McAdams. This was based on the 
History of Franklin County, Georgia published by the Franklin County, Historical Society 
which included a genealogy of 1801 Obediah Wright which stated that his son John 
Wright "probably married Drucilla McAdams". However, in his letter dated January 8, 
1998, William T. Clark enclosed and in her letter dated November 19, 1998, Maria 
Bobo enclosed a copy of Pioneers Of Hart County, Georgia by Harold Travis Parker 
which included a genealogy of the John Wright who married Grisella Drucilla McAdams 
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and which listed his son as John Wesley Wright. As set forth above, John Wright, the 
son of 1801 Obediah Wright, had a son John C. Wright. The result is that, if the 
Pioneers Of Hart County, Georgia is correct, then the probable relationship from History 
of Franklin County, Georgia is incorrect. 

In his email dated February 24, 2003, Dave Phillips stated that John Wright was 
a son of Obediah Wright and Hannah (Roberts) Wright, was born about 1776 at 
, resided in 1830 and 1840 and on September 11, 
1850, at Coweta County, Georgia, that Susanna (___) Wright was born in about 
1777 at Virginia, and that John Wright and Susanna (____) Wright had the following 
children: 

1) Probably Obediah Wright, born about 1799 or 1800 or 1801 at Georgia, 


Virginia, married Susanna 





and 
2) John C. Wright, born in about 1812 at Georgia. 


a. Probably Obediah Wright, His Wife Martha Elizabeth "Patsy" 


(Gay) (Bohannon) Wright, And His Descendants 
Obediah Wright was probably a son of John Wright and 


) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, John’) 
There is no direct evidence that Obediah Wright was a son of John Wright. 


Susanna ( 





However, there is circumstantial evidence set forth below that supports that 
identification. First, his birth fits the age of the oldest son of John Wright. Second, his 
own name and the names of his children reflect the names of the family of 1779 John 
Wright, including Pryor, Hannah, and Obediah. Third, he resided in near proximity to 
John C. Wright and John Wright in the 1840 Coweta County, Georgia, Census. And 
fourth, his son Sidney D. Jackson married Brisnell or Briswell Elizabeth Cole, who was 
a sister of Seaborn Vandiver Cole; Seaborn Vandiver Cole married Marietta E. Wright, 
a daughter of John C. Wright. The intermarriage of members of closely related families 
was common and these marriages suggest that Sidney D. Jackson and and Marietta E. 
Wright were related. If Obediah Wright and John C. Wright were brothers, this would 


be a case of cousins marrying siblings. Although further research will be required to 
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confirm this identification, Obediah Wright was probably a son of John Wright and 
) Wright. 

The 1830 Census for Coweta County, Georgia, listed Obadiah Wright with the 
following household: 


Susanna ( 





Males Age Females Age 

1 20-30 1 30-40 
2 5-10 1 20-30 
3 0-5 1 0-5 


This record indicates that Obadiah Wright was born between 1800 and 1810. 
The 1840 Census for Coweta County, Georgia, listed Obediah Wright with the 
following household: 


Males Age Females Age 

1 40-50 1 40-50 
2 15-20 1 10-15 
2 10-15 2 5-10 
1 0-5 


This record indicates that Obadiah Wright was born between 1790 and 1800. That 
same census listed John Wright within six listings of Obediah Wright and listed John C. 
Wright within two listings of Obediah Wright. 

In his email dated February 24, 2003, Dave Phillips stated that: 

1) On December 18, 1843, at Carroll County, D.B. E/44 Obediah Wright 
conveyed to his sons Pryor G. Wright and Sidney D. J. Wright for love and affection the 
following: sorrell horse, 4 years old, sorrell horse, eight or nine years old, two horse 
wagon, three horse wagon, yoke of oxen, eight or nine years old, 36 head of stock 
hogs, and 24 head of sheep. 

2) On February 20, 1844, at Carroll County, Georgia, D.B. E/90 Obediah 
Wright sold to Thomas Bonner Land Lot #99 of 202-1/2 acre in the 10th District for a 
promissory note of $306.09. This may have been a deed of trust to secure the 


promissory note given for the purchase of the land mentioned below. 
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3) On February 20, 1844, at Carroll County, Georgia, D.B. E/91 Obediah 
Wright purchased from James F. Garrison Land Lot #99 of 202-1/2 acre in the 10th 
District for $700. 

4) On December 26, 1844, at Carroll County, Georgia, D.B. E/195 John 
Dean, the sheriff of Carroll County, conveyed to Thomas Bonner for $5 Lot #147, 5th 
District, which was levied on as the property of Obediah Wright by virtue of a writ of fifa. 

The 1850 Census for Carroll County, Georgia, listed Obediah Wright with the 


following household on September 4: 





Real 
Name Age Sex Occupation Property Born 
Obediah Wright 49 M Farmer 450 Ga 
Martha Wright 50 F Ga 
Hannah Wright 18 F Ga 
Margaret Wright 17 F Ga 
Henry Wright 15 M Ga 


This record indicates that Obediah Wright was born in about 1801 and that Martha 
Wright was born in about 1800. 
The 1860 Census for Calhoun County, Alabama, listed Obediah Wright with the 


following household on June 14: 





Personal Real 
Name Age sex Occupation Property Estate orn 
Obediah Wright 61 M Farmer 1100 400 Georgia 
Martha Wright 62 r Georgia 


This record indicates that Obediah Wright was born in about 1799 and that Martha 
Wright was born in about 1798. 
The 1870 Census for Madison County, Alabama, listed Obediah Wright with the 


following household on August 25: 





Name Age Sex Color Occupation Real Estate 
Obediah Wright 70 M W Farming 

Priscilla Wright 48 F W Keeping house 

Almeida Lafarlett 12 F W At Home 

James Brewster 21 M W Farm laborer 
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Personal 


Property orn 

50 Ga 
Tenn 
Ga 
Ga 


This record indicates that Obediah Wright was born in about 1800. 
The 1880 Census for Lamar County, Texas, listed Obediah Wright in the Sarah 


Ausbon household: 








Marital 
Name Color Sex Age _ Relationship status 
Sarah Ausbon W F 50 Widow 
Samuel W Ausbon W M 20 son Single 
Joseph Ausbon W M 17 son Single 
John H Ausbon W M 15 Son Single 
Monrow Ausbon W M 12 son Single 
Robert A Lee Ausbon W M 10 Son Single 
Obe Wright W M 81 Father Widower 
Father Mother 

Occupation Born Born Born 
Keeping house Ga Ga Ala 
Farmer Ala SC Ga 
Farmer Ala oC Ga 
Farmer Ala SC Ga 
Farmer Miss SC Ga 
Farmer Miss SC Ga 

Ga Ga Ga 


This record indicates that Obediah Wright was born in about 1799. The Sarah Ausbon 
of this record was his daughter Serena (Wright) Osborn. 

In his emails dated October 18, 1997, and December 7, 1997, and family group 
sheets dated June 2, 1998, and his email dated February 24, 2003, David Phillips 
stated that Obediah Wright was probably the son of John Wright and Susanna (____) 
Wright, was born in about 1799 or 1800 or 1801 at Georgia, married Martha Elizabeth 
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"Patsy" (Gay) Bohannon on May 5, 1822, at Jasper County, Georgia, resided in 1830 
and 1840 at Coweta County, Georgia, resided on September 4, 1850, at Carroll County, 
Georgia, resided on June 14, 1860, at Calhoun County, Alabama, resided on 
August 25, 1870, at Madison County, Alabama, and resided in 1880 at Lamar County, 
Texas, that Martha Elizabeth "Patsy" (Gay) (Bohannon) Wright was born in about 1797 
at Georgia, married first___ —» Bohannon, resided on June 14, 1860, at Calhoun County, 
Alabama, resided on August 25, 1870, at Madison County, Alabama, and resided in 
1880 at Marshall County, Alabama, and that Obediah Wright and Martha Elizabeth 
"Patsy" (Gay) (Bohannon) Wright had the following children: 

1) Pryor G. Wright, born about 1822 or 1823 at Franklin County, Georgia, 

2) Sidney D. Jackson Wright, born on July 30, 1824, at Georgia, 

3) John A. Wright, born in 1827 at Georgia, 

4) Elias D. Wright, born in 1828 at Georgia, 

5) Serena (Wright) Osborn, born about 1830 at Georgia, 

6) Hannah (Wright) Prayter, born in 1832, 

7) Mary Catherine Margaret (Wright) Hamrick or Hambrick, born in about 
1833 at Georgia, and 

8) Henry C. Wright, born in 1835. 


I. 1910 Pryor G. Wright, His Wife Patsey Louisa 


(Garrison) Wright, And His Descendants 
1910 Pryor G. Wright was a son of Obediah Wright 


and Martha Elizabeth "Patsy" (Gay) (Bohannon) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, 
John®, Obediah’*) 

In his email dated February 24, 2003, Dave Phillips stated that on December 18, 
1843, at Carroll County, D.B. E/44 Obediah Wright conveyed to his sons Pryor G. 
Wright and Sidney D. J. Wright for love and affection the following: sorrell horse, 4 
years old, sorrell horse, eight or nine years old, two horse wagon, three horse wagon, 
yoke of oxen, eight or nine years old, 36 head of stock hogs, and 24 head of sheep. 

The 1850 Census for Carroll County, Georgia, listed Prior G. Wright with the 
following household on October 31, 1850: 
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Value of 





Name Age Sex Color Occupation Real Estate 
Prior G. Wright 28 OM Farmer 500 
Patsey Wright 39 ~=O~&F 
Prudence Wright 7 FF 
Sweeney Wright 6 F 
Married Attended Cannot Deaf 
Place of Within School Read & Dumb Blind 
Birth Year Within Year Write Insane etc. 
Geo 
Geo 
Geo 
Geo 


This record indicates that Pryor G. Wright was born in about 1822 and that Patsey 


Louisa (Garrison) Wright was born in about 1811. 
The 1860 Census for Calhoun County, Alabama, listed Pryor Wright with the 
following household on June 5: 


Name 





Pryor Wright 
Louisa Wright 
Jane Wright 
Ann Wright 
susan Wright 
James Weaks 
Martin Hall 


Age 


Sex 


Farmer 


Domestic 


Laborer 
Laborer 


Personal 
Occupation Property 


2000 


Real 
Estate Born 


000 


Georgia 
SC 
Georgia 
Georgia 
Georgia 

S. Carolina 
Alabama 


This record indicates that Pryor Wright was born in about 1823 and that Louisa Wright 


was born in about 1812. 


In his emails dated October 18, 1997, and December 7, 1997, and family group 
sheets dated June 2, 1998, David Phillips stated that Pryor G. Wright was a son of 
Obediah Wright and Martha Elizabeth "Patsy" (Gay) (Bohannon) Wright, was born 


about 1822 or 1823 at Franklin County, Georgia, married Patsey Louisa Garrison on 


February 24, 1842, at Coweta County, Georgia, resided in 1850 at Carroll County, 


0099D(070406) 


168. 


Georgia, resided in 1860 at Calhoun County, Georgia, and died in 1910, that Patsey 
Louisa (Garrison) Wright was born in about 1811 or 1812 at South Carolina, and that 
Pryor G. Wright and Patsey Louisa (Garrison) Wright had the following children: 

1) Prudence Jane Wright, born about 1843 at Georgia, 

2) Sweedney Ann Wright, born about 1844 at Georgia, and 

3) susan Wright, born about 1852 at Georgia. 


il. 1863 Sidney D. Jackson Wright Of Carroll County, 
Georgia, His Wife Brisnell Elizabeth (Cole) Wright, 


And His Descendants 
1863 Sidney D. Wright of Carroll County, Georgia, 
was a son of Obediah Wright and Martha Elizabeth "Patsy" (Gay) (Bohannon) Wright. 
(1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, John*, Obediah*) 
In his email dated February 24, 2003, Dave Phillips stated that on December 18, 
1843, at Carroll County, D.B. E/44 Obediah Wright conveyed to his sons Pryor G. 
Wright and Sidney D. J. Wright for love and affection the following: sorrell horse, 4 
years old, sorrell horse, eight or nine years old, two horse wagon, three horse wagon, 
yoke of oxen, eight or nine years old, 36 head of stock hogs, and 24 head of sheep. 
The 1860 Census for Calhoun County, Alabama, listed Jackson Wright with the 
following household on June 14: 


Personal Real 








Name Age Sex Occupation Property Estate Born 

Jackson Wright 34 M_ Farmer 250 Georgia 
Elizabeth Wright 26 F South Carolina 
Martha Wright 13 =F Georgia 
Newton Wright 7 M Georgia 
Joseph Wright 5 M Georgia 

Mary Wright 3. OC+*#ér Georgia 


This record indicates that Jackson Wright was born in about 1826 and that Elizabeth 
Wright was born in about 1834. 

In his emails dated October 18, 1997, November 8, 1997, and December 7, 
1997, and family group sheets dated June 2, 1998, David Phillips stated that Sidney D. 
Jackson Wright was a son of Obediah Wright and Martha Elizabeth "Patsy" (Gay) _ 
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(Bohannon) Wright, was born on July 30, 1824, at Georgia, married Brisnell or Briswell 
Elizabeth Cole on February 23, 1845, at Bowdon, Carroll County, Georgia, resided in 
1860 at Calhoun County, Alabama, and died in 1863 at Carroll County, Georgia, that 
Brisnell Elizabeth (Cole) Wright was born on March 13, 1825, at South Carolina and 
died in 1866 at Carroll County, Georgia, and that Sidney D. Jackson Wright and Brisnell 
Elizabeth (Cole) Wright had the following children: 

1) Martha Elizabeth "Mattie" (Wright) Jackson, born in October 1846 or 1847 
at Carroll County, Georgia, 

2) Newton H. "Nute" Wright, born in march 1852, 

3) Joseph Wright, born in 1854, and 

4) Mary Ann "Mollie" (Wright) (Johnson) Martindale, born on June 15, 1857, 
at possibly Georgia. 


lil. John A. Wright, His Wife Nancy W. (Matthews) 


Wright, And His Descendants 
John A. Wright was a son of Obediah Wright and 


Martha Elizabeth "Patsy" (Gay) (Bohannon) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, 
John®, Obediah‘) 
The 1850 Census for Carroll County, Georgia, listed John A. Wright with the 


following household on September 4: 


Name Age Sex Occupation RealEstate Born 
John A Wright 23 M Labourer 700 Geo 
Nancy Wright 18 i SC 

Jas. Wright 1 M Geo 


This record indicates that John A. Wright was born in about 1827 and that Nancy 
Wright was born in about 1832. This household was listed in the census immediately 
adjacent to that of Obediah Wright. 

In his emails dated October 18, 1997, and December 7, 1997, and family group 
sheets dated June 2, 1998, David Phillips stated that John A. Wright was a son of 
Obediah Wright and Martha Elizabeth "Patsy" (Gay) (Bohannon) Wright, was born in 
182/ at Georgia, married Nancy W. Matthews on December 29, 1849, at Carroll 
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County, Georgia, and resided in 1850 and 1860 at Carroll County, Georgia, that Nancy 
W. (Matthews) Wright was born in 1833 at South Carolina, and that John A. Wright and 
Nancy W. (Matthews) Wright had the following children: 

1) James W. Wright, born in 1850, 

2) Susan F. Wright, born in 1852, 

3) William A. Wright, born in 1854, 

4) Mary E. Wright, born in 1856, 

5) Martha A. Wright, born in 1858, and 

6) John H. Wright, born in 1860. 

iv. Elias Dial Wright, His Wife Louisa Or Louisiana A. 


(Ritchie) Wright, And His Descendants 
Elias Dial Wright was a son of Obediah Wright and 


Martha Elizabeth "Patsy" (Gay) (Bohannon) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, 
John*, Obediah’) 
The 1860 Census for Calhoun County, Alabama, listed Elias D. Wright with the 


following household on June 13: 





Personal Real 

Name Age Sex Occupation Property Estate Born 
Elias D. Wright 32 M Farmer 900 200 Georgia 
Louisa A. Wright 25 F Alabama 
Charles Wright 6 M Alabama 
William Wright 4 M Alabama 
John Wright 2 M Alabama 
Obediah Wright 3/12 M Alabama 


This record indicates that Elias D. Wright was born in about 1828 and that Louisa A. 
Wright was born in about 1835. 

In her email dated February 24, 2001, Pamela Latimer Holden enclosed an 
article dated June 17, 1999, by Bob Merriman from The Paris News which stated that: 


"A map show Wright's Chapel Cemetery 100 yards or so inside Red River 
County, east of Mustang Creek, just southeast of Lamar County Road 15190 
.... There is standing tombstone for Elias D. Wright, 1828-1882; and a metal 
plate in a chunk of concrete is for Louisiana Wright, 1835-1902... ." 
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In her email dated February 24, 2001, Pamela Latimer Holden enclosed an 
article prepared by Elvira Clementine (Nixon) Sims which stated that: 

"Charles Monroe Wright was born in Birmingham, Alabama, May 16, 1854, to 

Elias D. and Louisiana “Lucy Ann" Wright. 


He came to Texas at the age of twelve years with his parents as a part of the 
post Civil War, Westward Movement, to escape oppression by the carpet 
baggers and Negro soldier's military rule in the Old South. Born in strife, his life 
was tempered by frontier hardships that demanded the strength which extended 
his years. Coming as a stranger into a prairie and cattle country. 


The Wright family was undaunted. They settled along the creeks and each 

Spring when the ground was wet they broke in a few acres of Blossom Prairie 

with oxen and a wooden beam plow. They ended up with a sizeable farm... ." 

In his emails dated October 18, 1997, and December 7, 1997, and family group 
sheets dated June 2, 1998, David Phillips stated that Elias Dial or Obediah Wright was 
a son of Obediah Wright and Martha Elizabeth "Patsy" (Gay) (Bohannon) Wright, was 
born in 1828 at Georgia and married Louisa or Louisiana A. Ritchie on June 9, 1854, at 
Calhoun County, Alabama, resided in 1860 at Calhoun County, Alabama, was a farmer, 
was a member of the 2nd Alabama Cavalry in the Civil War, and resided in about 1866 
or 1867 and in 1870 at Lamar County, Texas, that Louisa or Louisiana A. (Ritchie) 
Wright was born in 1835 at Alabama, and that Elias Dial or Obediah Wright and Louisa 
or Louisiana A. (Ritchie) Wright had the following children: 

1) Charles Wright, born in 1854, 

2) William Wright, born in 1856, 

3) John Wright, born in 1858, and 

4) Obadiah Wright, born in 1860. 

In his emails dated January 27 and February 3, 1998, Wayne Wright stated that 
Elias D. Wright was a son of Obediah Wright and Martha (Gay) Wright, married 
Louisiana A. Ritchie, resided in 1860 near Peak or Peaks Hill, Calhoun County, 
Alabama, served in the 2nd Alabama Cavalry in the Civil War, resided in late 1866 or 
early 1867 at Lamar County, Texas, and in 1870 near Deport, Lamar County, Texas, 
and had eight children including the following: 

1) William Allen Wright, born 1856 at Alabama, and 
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2) Gabriel Guy Wright, born at Texarkana, Arkansas. 
V. serena (Wright) Osborn, Her Husband Samuel T. 


Osborn, And Her Descendants 





serena (Wright) Osborn was a daughter of Obediah 
Wright and Martha Elizabeth "Patsy" (Gay) (Bohannon) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 
Obediah’, John®, Obediah*) 
The 1850 Census for Carroll County, Georgia, listed S. T. Osborn with the 


following household on September 4: 





Real 
Name Age Sex Occupation Estate orn 
S. T. Osborn 25 M Farmer SC 
Serena Osborn 20 F Geo 
Mary Osborn 2 F 


This record indicates that Samuel T. Osborn was born in about 1825 and that Serena 
(Wright) Osborn was born in about 1830. This household was listed in the census 
within three households of that of Obediah Wright. 

The 1860 Census for St. Clair County, Alabama, listed Samuel Osbern with the 


following household on June 26: 





Real Personal 
Name Age Sex Color Occupation Estate Property Born 
Samuel Osbern 34 M Farmer 215 137 SC 
Sarena Osbern 30 F House wife GA 
Mary Osbern 11 F do 
Martha Osbern 9 F Ala 
William Osbern ri M do 
Sarah Osbern 5 F do 
Nancy Osbern 2 F do 


This record indicates that Samuel T. Osborn was born in about 1826 and that Serena 
(Wright) Osborn was born in about 1830. 
The 1870 Census for Tishomingo County, Mississippi, listed Samuel Ousbeerd 


with the following household on June 21: 
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Real 








Name Age Sex Color Occupation Estate 
Samuel Ousbeerd 44 M W_- Farmer 300 
Cyrena Ousbeerd 40 F  W_ Keeping house 
William T. Ousbeerd 17 M W _~ Farm laborer 
Sarah M. Ousbeerd 15 F = W _~ works on farm 
Nancy J. Ousbeerd 12 F W 
Samuel Ousbeerd 10 M W 
Josephine T. Ousbeerd 8 F W 
John H. Ousbeerd 6 M W 
Hosey M. Ousbeerd 3 M W 
Robert Lee Ousbeerd 1/12 M W 
Personal 
Property Born 
325 SC 

Ala 

Ala 

Ala 

Ala 

Ala 

Ala 

Ala 

Ala 

Ala 

Ala 


This record indicates that Samuel T. Osborn was born in about 1826 and that Serena 
(Wright) Osborn was born in about 1830. 
The 1880 Census for Lamar County, Texas, listed Sarah Ausbon with the 


following household on July 13: 





Name Color Sex Age _ Relationship Marital Status 
sarah Ausbon W F 90 Widow 
Samuel W Ausbon W M 20 Son Single 
Joseph Ausbon W M 17 son Single 

John H Ausbon W M 15 Son Single 
Monrow Ausbon W M 12 son Single 

Robert A Lee Ausbon W M 10 son Single 

Obe Wright W M 81 Father Widower 
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Occupation Born Father Born Mother Born 


Keeping house Ga Ga Ala 
Farmer Ala SC Ga 
Farmer Ala SC Ga 
Farmer Ala SC Ga 
Farmer Miss SC Ga 
Farmer Miss SC Ga 

Ga Ga Ga 


This record indicates that Obediah Wright was born in about 1799. The Sarah Ausbon 
of this record was his daughter Serena (Wright) Osborn. 

In his emails dated October 18, 1997, and December 7, 1997, and family group 
sheets dated June 2, 1998, and his email dated August 1, 2004, David Phillips stated 
that Serena Wright was a daughter of Obediah Wright and Martha Elizabeth "Patsy" 
(Gay) (Bohannon) Wright, was born on December 29, 1829, at Georgia, married 
Samuel T. Osborn on February 11, 1847, at Carroll County, Georgia, resided on 
September 4, 1850, at Carroll County, Georgia, resided on June 26, 1860, at St. Clair 
County, Alabama, resided on June 21, 1870, at Tishomingo County, Mississippi, 
resided on June 4, 1880, at Lamar County, Texas, died on November 11, 1888, and 
was buried at Mt. Pleasant Cemetery, Lamar County, Texas, that Samuel T. Osborn 
was born in about 1825 at South Carolina, and that Serena (Wright) Osborn and 
Samuel T. Osborn had the following children: 

1) Mary Osborn, born in about 1848 or 1849 at Georgia, 

2) Martha Osborn, born in about 1851 at Alabama, 

3) William T. Osborn, born in about 1853 at Alabama, 

4) Sarah M. Osborn, born in about 1855 at Alabama, 

3) Nancy J. Osborn, born in about 1858 at Alabama, 

6) Samuel W. Osborn, born in about 1860 at Alabama, 

7) Josephine T. Osborn, born in about 1862 or 1863 at Alabama, 

8) John H. Osborn, born in about 1864 or 1865 at Alabama, 

9) Hosey Monrow Osborn, born in about 1867 or 1868 at Alabama or 
Mississippi, and 

10) Robert A. Lee Osborn, born in about May 1870 at Mississippi. 
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Vi. Hannah (Wright) Prayter Or Prater And Her Husband 
William B. Prayter Or Prater 
Hannah (Wright) Prayter or Prater was a daughter of 
Obediah Wright and Martha Elizabeth "Patsy" (Gay) (Bohannon) Wright. (1779 John’, 
1801 Obediah’, John®, Obediah*) 

The 1850 Census for Carroll County, Georgia, listed Hannah Wright in the 
Obediah Wright household and her age as 18 and born in Georgia, indicating a date of 
birth in about 1832. 

The 1860 Census for Jefferson County, Alabama, listed William B. Prater with 
the following household on June 25, 1860: 





Value of Personal 
Name Age Sex Occupation RealEstate Property § Born 
Wm B Prater 28 M Farmer 200 Ala 
Hannah Prater 2/ F Ala 
Martha A Prater 2 F 


This record indicates that William B. Prater was born in about 1832 and Hannah 
(Wright) Prater was born in about 1833. 

In his emails dated October 18, 1997, and December 7, 1997, and family group 
sheets dated June 2, 1998, David Phillips stated that Hannah Wright was a daughter of 
Obediah Wright and Martha Elizabeth "Patsy" (Gay) (Bohannon) Wright, was born in 
1832, and married William B. Prayter in 1858. 

vii. | Mary Catherine Margaret (Wright) Hamrick Or 
Hambrick, Her Husband Warren DeKalb Hamrick Or 


Hambrick, And Her Descendants 








Mary Catherine Margaret (Wright) Hamrick or 
Hambrick was a daughter of Obediah Wright and Martha Elizabeth "Patsy" (Gay) 
(Bohannon) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, John®, Obediah*) 
The 1850 Census for Carroll County, Georgia, listed Margaret Wright in the 
Obediah Wright household and her age as 17 and born in Georgia, indicating a date of 
birth in about 1833. 
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In his emails dated October 18, 1997, and December 7, 1997, and family group 
sheets dated June 2, 1998, David Phillips stated that Mary Catherine Margaret Wright 
was a daughter of Obediah Wright and Martha Elizabeth "Patsy" (Gay) (Bohannon) 
Wright, was born in 1833 at Georgia, and married Warren DeKalb Hamrick or Hambrick 
on November 28, 1850, at Carroll County, Georgia, that Warren DeKalb Hamrick was 
born in 1832 at Georgia, was a member of Company H, 1st Georgia Cavalry, in the Civil 
War, and died on August 23, 1862, near London, Laurel County, Kentucky, and that 
Mary Margaret C. (Wright) Hamrick or Hambrick and Warren DeKalb Hamrick or 
Hambrick had the following child: 

1) Henry Newton Hamrick or Hambrick. 

In her emails dated February 16, 1998, Pat Motes stated that Mary Catherine 
Margaret Wright was a daughter of Obediah Wright and Martha Elizabeth "Patsy" (Gay) 
Wright, was born about 1833 at Georgia, and married Warren DeKalb Hamrick on 
November 28, 1850, at Carroll County, Georgia, that Warren DeKalb Hamrick was born 
about 1832 at Georgia, was a member of Company H, 1st Georgia Cavalry, and died 
on August 23, 1862, near London, Laurel County, Kentucky, and that Mary Catherine 
Margaret (Wright) Hamrick and Warren DeKalb Hamrick had the following children: 

1) Edward Y. Hamrick, born in about 1854, 

2) Henry Newton Hamrick, born on September 12, 1856, 

3) Martha Elizabeth Hamrick, born in about 1859, and 

4) John Calhoun Hamrick. 

vill. Henry C. Wright 
Henry C. Wright was a son of Obediah Wright and 
Martha Elizabeth "Patsy" (Gay) (Bohannon) Wright. (1779 John‘, 1801 Obediah’, 
John*, Obediah’*) 

The 1850 Census for Carroll County, Georgia, listed Harry Wright in the Obediah 
Wright household and his age as 15 and born in Georgia, indicating a date of birth in 
about 1835. 

In his emails dated October 18, 1997, and December 7, 1997, and family group 
sheets dated June 2, 1998, David Phillips stated that Henry C. Wright was a son of 
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Obediah Wright and Martha Elizabeth "Patsy" (Gay) (Bohannon) Wright and was born 
in 1835. 

In his email dated January 27, 1998, Wayne Wright stated that Henry C. Wright 
was a son of Obediah Wright and Martha (Gay) Wright and resided at Lamar County, 
Texas. 

b. John C. Wright, His Wife Eliza Or Elizabeth M. (Kelly), And 
His Descendants 
John C. Wright was the son of John Wright and Susanna 
(___) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, John’®) 

The 1840 Census for Coweta County, Georgia, listed John C. Wright adjacent to 

Obediah Wright and five households away from John Wright with the following 


household: 
Males Age Females Age 
1 20-30 1 20-30 


This record indicates that John C. Wright was born between 1810 and 1820. 

On December 30, 1842, in Pickens District, South Carolina, Equity Papers Pack 
74-A John Wright executed an assignment of his interest in the estate of his brother as 
a gift to his son John C. Wright: 


"Georgia ) 
Coweta County ) 


Know all men by these presents that |, John Wright of said County & state 
(Father) of the one part for & in consideration of the love & natural affection 
which | have & bear to my lawful son John C. Wright of the same place of the 
other part & for divers others good causes & considerations me thereto moving 
have given granted aliened & conveyed & by these presents do give grant alien 
and convey unto my said son John C. Wright, his heirs and assigns all my right 
title, claim & interest at law or in Equity of in & to a distributive Share or portion of 
the estate both real & personal, of my Brother James Wright late of the District in 
the State of South Carolina formerly known as Pendleton & now Anderson or 
Pickens District in said State of S. Carolina, now deceased to have and to hold 
the said distributive share, which is one sixth part or share of said estate, and the 
right title claim & interest as aforesaid therein & thereto, to him the said John C. 
Wright his heirs and assigns forever. And the said share of said estate both real 


0099D(070406) 178. 


& personal & the right & title thereof and thereto | will & do by these presents for 
myself, my heirs, executors & administrators, from the claim of my self & 
themselves & all other persons whatever warrant & defend to the said John C. 
Wright, his heirs and assigns. And | do by these presents, authorise and 
empower fully the said John C. Wright as my lawful attorney in fact to sue for, 
recover, and receive or settle from and with the representative of the said James 
Wright and his estate or any other person having & holding the said estate or 
distributive shares in my name as my said assignee or as said Attorney & to 
execute & deliver sufficient acquitances for the said estate in distributive share, 
confirming and notifying by these presents whatsoever my said assignee or 
attorney shall do or cause to be done in the premises as fully & perfectly as if | 
were personally present at the doing thereof or doing the same in my own proper 
person. In testimony whereof | have hereto set my hand and seal this the 
Thirtieth day of December in the year of our Lord Eighteen hundred & forty- two. 


Signed sealed & deliverance John Wright 
in presence of us 

Robert W. Linners(’?) 

Andrew I. Berry, J.1.C. 


Georgia ) 
Coweta County ) 


|, James |. Neeley Clerk of the Inferior Court for said County do hereby certify 
that Andrew | Berry whose name appears to the foregoing Deed of Gift letter of 
Attorney as a Subscribing witness is an acting Justice of the Inferior Court for 
said County & that full faith & credit ought to be had & given to his attestations as 
Such & that the Same is in due Form. Given under my hand & seal of Office, 
this the thirtieth day of De___ year eighteen hundred & forty two___. 


James J. Neely Clk 
Georgia 
Coweta County J. Berry one of the Justices of the Inferior Court for 
Said County & State, do hereby certify that James |. Neely whose name appears 
to the above & foregoing certificate is Clerk of the Inferior Court for Said County 
& that full faith & credit ought to be had and given to his attestations as Such & 
that the Same is in due form. Given under my hand and Seal this 30th 
December 1842. 

Andw. J. Berry J.I.C." 


This record clearly identifies John C. Wright as a son of John Wright. 
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On January 6, 1843, in Pickens District, South Carolina, Equity Papers Pack 
74-A, John C. Wright joined with other heirs of James Wright to authorize Benjamin 
Holland to sue on their behalf in connection with the partition of the estate of James 
Wright: 


"Georgia ) 
Franklin Coty ) 


Know all men by these presents that we whose names are heareunto annexed 
have this day ordained & appointed and do by these presence make ordain and 
appoint Benjamin Holland of the State and County aforesaid our true and lawful 
agent or attorney to ask demand & Receive or to sue for if necessary and 
Recover such sum or sums of money as yet may appear to be due or may 
become due to us as heirs of the Estate of James Wright Decd of South Carolina 
Pickens District and the said Benjamin Holland is hereby fully authorised and 
impowered to give all such receipts or acquittances in our names as may be 
lawful or wright for us to do though we ware there present to do it our selves 
given under our hands and seals 6th January 1843 


Test J. H. Parker 
John C. Wright James W. Wright 
as guardian for Nancy Wright 
Robt Harrison Thomas Wright 
Prier Wright Rhoda Wright 
Mary Wright Francis Wright 


Thos Harrison Harriet B. Harrison 
| William C. Wright 
Joseph C. Looney 
his 
William + Carnes" 
mark 


Since the document was executed in Franklin County, Georgia, this record indicates 
that John C. Wright was resident in Franklin County, Georgia. 

On August 14, 1843, in Pickens District, South Carolina, Equity Papers Pack 
74-A, John C. Wright executed his receipt for his distributive share of the estate of 


James Wright by reason of his father's assignment: 


"Received Pickens C. H. S.C. 14th August 1843 of Miles M. Norton 
Commissioner in Equity for Pickens District, Eighty dollars and Eighty five cents 
in full of the distributive share of my Father John Wright of Coweta County Ga. to 
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the Real Estate of James Wright decd on a Deed of Gift and Power of Attorney 
from the said John Wright for the said money so arising to me. 


John C. Wright 


John C. Wrights Receipt for John Wright: Share of the Real Estate of Jas. 
Wright decd & Power of Atty." 


On November 30, 1843, in Pickens District, South Carolina, Equity Papers Pack 
74-A, Charlton Wright of Macon County, Alabama, assigned his interest in the estate of 
James Wright to John C. Wright of Coweta County, Georgia: 


"The State of Alabama ) 
Macon County ) 


Know all men by these presents that | Charlton Wright of the State and County 
aforesaid for and in consideration of the sum of one hundred Dollars the receipt 
whereof is hereby acknowledged have this day bargained sold sand 
conveyed unto John C. Wright of Coweta County State of Georgia all and 
singular my interest claim and demand as legatee in and to the Estate of James 
Wright formerly of Pendleton & late of Pickens district in the State of South 
Carolina (deceased) and do hereby in consideration of the premises aforesaid 
authorize the said John C. Wright (in my name if necessary) to do & perform all 
acts which may be necessary in order to obtain or recover the same to his own 
proper use and benefit hereby relinquishing to the said John C. Wright all 
ownership and control over said Estates to which | would have been entitled had 
|not__ interest in the same. In testimony whereof | have hereunto set my 
hand and seal this 30th day of November AD 1843. 


Witness Chariton Wright 
Elias Dunkis 
Moses S. Selby(’?) 


The State of Alabama ) 
Macon County ) 


| William Alexander an acting justice of the peace in & for the county aforesaid 
do hereby certify that Charlton Wright whose name appears to the foregoing 
deed this day acknowledged before me that he signed sealed and delivered the 
same for the purposes therein expressed and on the day and month(’?) therein 
written. Given under my hand and seal this 30st Novr AD 1843. 


William Alexander J.P. 
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South Carolina ) 
Anderson District _) 


Personally appeared Moses Kelly and being duly sworn declares on oath that he 
was present & saw the within named Charlton Wright sign seal and as his act 
and deed deliver the within instrument of writing for the uses and purposes 
therein named and that Elias Dunkin together with this Deponent in the 
presences of each other subscribed their names as witnesses to the due 
execution thereof. 


Execution thereof Moses Kelly 
Sworn to & Subscribed 

Feby. 3rd 1844 Before 

J.N. Whitner 

Not. Pub & Ex. Off. Mag." 


That assignment resulted in a dispute. In the James Wright Equity Papers, 
Pickens District, South Carolina, Box 4, No. 7, available from the Court of Ordinary are 
two letters, a petition, and two orders regarding that dispute. 

The first letter was from Charlton Wright dated December 25, 1843, claiming a 
fraud by his nephew John C. Wright: 

"Tuskegee 25 Dec. 1843 


Dear Sir 


From the misrepresentation of John C. Wright in relation to my Brothers estate, 
that it was small and involved in an expensive lawsuit which was undetermined & 
would be for some time — | sold him my interest and gave him a power of 
attorney to receive my part your letter shows me that he lied and swindled me, 
and | do hereby revoke & rescind such power of attorney, and you are hereby 
instructed to pay said mony only to myself or some other authorized person and 
not to said John C. Wright or his agent. 


We are all well & send our love. | write in haste. 
Yours most 


respectfully 
Chariton Wright 
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To William E. Cleveland 
or 
Baylus Hix" 


On February 7, 1844, Charlton Wright wrote again to the Commissioners in 
Equity: 
"Tuskagee Ala Feby 7 1849 


The Commissioner of Equity & Administrators for the Estate of James Wright 
Dec. 


Gents 


You are requested not to dispose of the above named estate in any manner or 
shape untill such time as | may be enable to see you as | have reason to believe 
that there has been fraud practised on me by some of the parties. 


Charlton Wright" 


The amount in dispute was apparently paid over to the attorney who 
acknowledged receipt for it: 


"| have this day recd of M. M. Norton Com. Eq. for Pickens District Eighty dollars 
85/100 on a/c of within order with whom also is left the assignment of Chalton 
Wrights interest in said Estate Apr 7 1844. 


J. N. Whitner" 


Sometime thereafter the administrators of the estate of James Wright in Pickens 
District, South Carolina, Equity Papers Pack 74-A, petitioned the court for authority to 
distribute Charlton Wright's share: 


"The State of South Carolina 
To The Hon. The Chancellor of said State 


The Petition of William E. Cleveland and Balus Hix respectfully shew unto your 
Honors that James Wright late of Pickens District departed this life Intestate 
possessed of an Estate Real & Personal subject to distribution amongst his Heirs 
at Law being his Widow & Brothers and Sisters or the Representative of those 
who were deceased. That your Petitioners administered on the Personalty under 
authority of letters issued from the Court of Ordinary for Pickens District. That 
having sold by permission of said Court the Personal Estate & collected the 
debts due to and paid the debts due by the Estate they proceeded to distribute 
the same amongst the heirs at Law according to their several interests many of 
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whom being residents in other states were notified promptly that their shares 
were severally ready for payment. That in the apportionment a share was 
retained for the Heirs of David Wright a deceased brother of their Intestate. That 
these consisted when last heard from of a daughter Elizabeth Wright who tt is 
said married (the name of the alledged husband not being known to your 
petitioners and removed from Georgia to Mississippi) and two sons James and 
David Wright who resided when last heard from in Stewart County Georgia but of 
the present residence of either of the three your petitioner can obtain no certain 
intelligences though they have communicated with the different sources & 
individuals whence they could reasonably hope for such information. 


That another share was retained for another Brother Charlton Wright sometimes 
called Tarlton. That information was likewise communicated to him then residing 
in Macon County near a place call Tuskegee in the state of Alabama and during 
the past winter application was made by one John C. Wright a Nephew of the 
said Charlton Wright for the share of his uncle under a Deed of Assignment 
regularly proven and certified and in fact accompanied at the same time with one 
of the subscribing witnesses who proved the execution of the same whilst in this 
state and to whom payment would have been made but that notice preceeded by 
a few days the presentation of the Deed of Assignment to your Petitioners from 
the said Charlton Wright forbidding its payment to the assignee on the ground of 
alledged misrepresentation & fraud. 


Your Petitioners have these funds in their hands all that remains to the full 
administration of their Intestates Estate & being anxious to be discharged 
therefrom although quite an inconsiderable charge they respectfully pray your 
Honors that some order may be made for their relief that a Rule be published 
requiring these parties to appear and receive their shares by a given time and in 
default thereof that the same may be distributed amongst the other Heirs of their 
Intestate. That Charlton Wright be required by a day certain to contest and avoid 
his deed of assignment if indeed it be fraudulent or that a default thereof & on 
payment to the assignee that they be discharged from any further molestation by 
either or that your Petitioners be permitted to pay over the funds to a receiver to 
the appointed by the Court or such orders made in the premises as shall relieve 
your Petitioners from the further charge of these funds and from any risk or 
future liability in consequence of its disbursements. 


Wm. E. Cleveland 
Balus Hix 


These petitioners file herewith copies of the Deed & notice & will produce when 


required a/c of Receipts & Disbursements shewing the next amt due each 
distributee amounting to $ " 
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Thereafter, an order was filed Pickens District, South Carolina, Equity Papers 


Pack 74-A, indicating a compromise of the dispute: 


"W.E. Cleveland & another ) 
VS. ) Petition for Relief 
Heirs of David Wright & others) 


On hearing the Petition read and it being signified to the Court, that since the 
filing of the Petition, that the interest of Charlton Wright has been paid over and 
a compromise between the parties litigating. It is ordered, that the Petitioners be 
authorized to pay over the amount reserved for the Heirs of David Wright 
deducting costs and charges to the Commissioners in Equity to be by them 
invested at interest with sufficient surety and thereafter the Petitioners be 
discharged from further liability to account for the same." 


Thereafter, the court entered a second order dismissing the dispute: 


"Wm E. Cleveland & alAdmrs _ ) 
VS. ) Petition for Relief 
Charles Wright & al. ) 


On hearing the Petition & the Defendants as Heirs of David Wright if still living 
having failed to appear on the motion of J. N. Whitner 


It is ordered that the Petitioners administrators in this case be permitted to pay 
over to the other Distributees of Est. of James Wright the Share reserved by 
them in anticipation of the claim on a/c the Heirs of David Wright according to 
their several proportions in discharge of themselves therefrom deducting the 
costs of this proceeding. 


The defendants Charlton Wright & John C. Wright having since the filing this 
Petition compromised between themselves & drawn the funds in the hands of 


the Petitioners as suggested it is further ordered that the Petition be dismissed 
as to that portion thereof. 


Benj F. Dunkin" 


On August 14, 1844, Pickens District, South Carolina, Equity Papers Pack 74-A, 


the amount due was paid to John C. Wright who acknowledged receipt for Charlton's 


share: 


"| acknowledges this day to have recd of J. N. Whitner Eighty Dollars 85/100 on 
account of the interests or shares to which Charlton Wright is entitled in the real 
Estate of James Wright Decd. Sold for Partition by order of Court of Equity for 
Pickens District the said Charlton being a Brother & Distributee of said Estate the 


0099D(070406) 785. 


funds being now in the hands of the Commissioner in Equity M. M. Norton who is 
hereby authorized to refund the same to J. N. Whitner. This money being paid 
over to me in consequence of the assignment to me by said Charlton Wright of 
his interest & also an order for the money each of which are herewith left with 

J. N. Whitner. 


August 14, 1844 John C. Wright" 


On March 5, 1849, Baylis Hix and William E. Cleveland, the administrators of the 
estate of James Wright, filed a complaint to clarify ownership of certain slaves after the 
death of Frances Wright, the widow of James Wright, as between the family of James 
Wright and the family of Frances Wright. The records in that case are in the William E. 
Cleveland Estate, Pickens District, South Carolina, Equity Papers, Pack 184. On 
June 12, 1849, John C. Wright filed his separate answer to the complaint: 


"In Equity - Pickens Dist. 
June Term 1849 


W.E. Cleveland & Bailus Hix Admr ) 
VS. ) Separate answer of Jno. C. Wright 
Nancy Wright & Others ) 


E. M. Keith 
Deft, Sol 


Filed, 12th June 1849 
Miles M. Norton 
C.E.P.D. 


In Equity 


The State of South Carolina ) 
Pickens District ) 


The separate answer of John C. Wright to the Bill of Complaint of William E. 
Cleveland Bailus Hix Administrators of the Estate of James Wright deceased - 
This defendant saving and reserving to himself the right of exception to the 
manifold Errors in complainants Bill for answer to so much thereof as he is 
advised is material for him to answer, answering saith That so far as he is 
informed the complainants are the Administrators of all and singular the goods 
and chattels rights and credits of James Wright deceased - that so far as he is 
cognizant the debts of the Intestate have been paid But this defendant solemnly 
denies that the said complainants have fully administered the Estate of the said 
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James Wright deceased and that they have now in their possession or in the 
possession of one of them several negro slaves to wit Hannah, Luce, Harriet, 
Julia, Tenil, Bob, Mary, Jane & Sambo, nine in number as their names set forth 
in the Bill prove, which said slaves this defendant is advised and verily believes 
belong to the Estate of the Intestate James Wright - and this defendant further 
states that he is informed that Frances Wright widow of the Intestate has also by 
permission of the said complainants in her possession in the State of Georgia 
several other slaves, the names, & the number of which are unknown to this 
defendant, which properly belong also to the Estate of the said James Wright 
deceased, all which aforesaid slaves are subject as this defendant believes to 
distribution among the legal Heirs and Representatives of the said James Wright 
deceased of whom this defendant is one claiming as representative of John 
Wright by legal transfer, who was the brother of complainants Intestate, and also 
claiming the distributive share of Charlton Wright the brother of the Intestate both 
by legal transfer, which said transfer from Charlton Wright he believes is in the 
hands of J. N. Whitner, who is one of the complainants solicitors - That the said 
slaves are the increase of the negro woman Milly given by the said William 
Cleveland to the Intestate James Wright after his intermarriage with his daughter 
Fanny - that William Cleveland deceased did make a will this defendant is 
informed and believes, but that no copy of the said will has been filed with the 
complainants Bill, and this defendant makes the following averments in relation 
to the said negro slaves - That the negro Woman Milly and her was given as 
before stated to James Wright by the said William Cleveland deceased and that 
the said James Wright had kept possession of the said negro woman Milly and 
her increase, for a number of years ten or fifteen previous to the alleged making 
of the will of the said Wm. Cleveland deceased, as his own property, and as 
such used the said negroes, and exercised all the rights of ownership over the 
same - That so far as the allegation in the complainants Bill that the negro 
woman Milly was loaned to James Wright deceased by William Cleveland is 
concerned this defendant states that it is the first time he ever heard it and thinks 
that it is sufficient that both before and after the making of the will as alledged in 
the complainants Bill, that the Intestate uniformly so far as this defendant has 
knowledge claimed the property as his own and as such did proceed to sell and 
dispose of a portion of said negro slaves which were the increase of said negro 
woman Milly - Nor did this defendant though nearly related to the complainants 
Intestate, ever hear before that the said James Wright deceased Either drunk or 
sober treated the said slaves as the property of his wife Frances Wright, she 
being as is alleged without issue 


This defendant further states that the said negro slaves in question were not sold 
at the sale of the other property of the complainants Intestate, but were removed 
from this District by the said Frances Wright by & with the advice and consent of 
at least one of the complainants to the State of George where so far as this 
defendants knowledge goes they remained until a short time since, when as he 
has been informed a portion of them was brought back and delivered to the 
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Complainant Bailus Hix who now has them in possession and were only 
removed from this jurisdiction as this defendant believes to defeat the claim of 
the legal Heirs & Representatives of the said James Wright deceased to a share 
in the distribution according to the acts of the Legislature of this State. This 
defendant further States that as one of the legal Heirs and Representatives of 
the said James Wright deceased he does claim his proportionate share of the 
proceeds of the sale of the said Negro Slaves, which are so far as he is advised 
and informed, subject to distribution among the legal Heirs and Representatives 
of James Wright deceased mentioned in complainants Bill and prays the aid of 
this Honorable in the premises And this defendant having now answered all and 
singular the allegations in complainants Bill prays that he may be dismissed with 
his reasonable costs. 


E. M. Keith 
Deft Sols 


south Carolina ) 
Pickens District ) 


John C. Wright makes Oath that the facts set forth in the above answer are true 
as far as comes within his knowledge and as far as they are derived from others 
he believes to be true. 


John C. Wright 
Sword to Before me 19 June 1849 


E. M. Keith 
Not. Pub." 

In her email dated April 30, 2000, Candace Teal stated that on January 4, 1850, 
at Carroll County, Georgia, D.B. F/615 John C. Wright purchased from Richard Smith 
for $1500 Land Lot #61, 9th District, Carroll County, Georgia, consisting of 80 acres of 
land, Land Lot #50, 9th District, Carroll County, Georgia, consisting of 135 acres of 
land, and Land Lot #60, 9th District, Carroll County, Georgia. 

The 1850 Census for Coweta County, Georgia, listed John C. Wright with the 


following household on September 3: 
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Real 





Name Age Sex Occupation Estate Born 

John C. Wright 38 M Farmer 2000 Georgia 
Eliz M. Wright 28 F Georgia 
Jas. M. Wright 9 M Georgia 
Marietta Wright 8 F Georgia 
Thos N. Wright 6 M Georgia 
Elishia Wright 5 M Georgia 
Simeon A. Wright 2 M Georgia 
Thos. Gurley 19 M Georgia 


This record indicates that John C. Wright was born in about 1812 and that Elizabeth M. 
(Kelly) Wright was born in about 1822. 

In her email dated April 30, 2000, Candace Teal stated that: 

1. On February 28, 1852, at Carroll County, Georgia, D.B. G/9 John C. 
Wright was a witness to the deed from George H. Palmer to Samuel H. Johnson for 
land for the Liberty Hill Methodist Episcopal Church, 

2. On October 25, 1852, at Carroll County, Georgia, D.B. G/103 John C. 
Wright purchased from A. T. Hendon for $100 Land Lot #131, 8th District, Carroll 
County (now Haralson County), Georgia, 

3, On December 22, 1852, at Carroll County, Georgia, D.B. G/208 John C. 
Wright purchased from Francis C. Fulton for $400 80 acres of Lot #50, 9th District, 
Carroll County, Georgia, and 

4. On March 15, 1853, at Carroll County, Georgia, D.B. G/208 John C. 
Wright sold to Asa Wright for $58.50 14 acres of Lot #60. 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 
enclosed family group sheets which stated that John C. Wright was born about 1812 at 
Georgia, married Eliza__, and resided in 1850 at Coweta County, Georgia, that Eliza 
(___) Wright was born about 1822 at Georgia, and that they had the following children: 

1) James M. Wright, born about 1841 at Georgia, 

2) Marietta Wright, born about 1842 at Georgia, 

3) Thomas N. Wright, born about 1844 at Georgia, 

4) Elisha Wright, born about 1845 at Georgia, 
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5) Simon A. Wright, born about 1848 at Georgia, and 
6) Thomas Gurley Wright, born about 1848 at Georgia. 
In his email dated November 8, 1997, Dave Phillips stated that John C. Wright 
married Elizabeth Kelly on April 1, 1835, at Coweta County, Georgia. 
| In his email dated May 5, 1998, William Stuart Harris stated that Lucy M. Wright 
was a daughter of John C. Wright and Elizabeth M. (Kelly) Wright, was born on 
February 3, 1851, at Coweta County, Georgia. 
L. 1863 James Marion Wright Of Carroll County, 
Georgia, His Wife Lucinda Caroline (Smith) (Wright) 


Patterson, And His Descendants 





1863 James Marion Wright of Carroll County, 

Georgia, was a son of John C. Wright and Elizabeth M. (Kelly) Wright. (1779 John’, 
1801 Obediah?, John®, John C.*) 

The 1850 Census for Coweta County, Georgia, listed Jas. M. Wright in the 
John C. Wright household and his age as 9 and born at Georgia, indicating a date of 
birth in about 1841. 

The 1860 Census for Carroll County, Georgia, listed Jas. M. Wright with the 
following household on June 19, 1860: 





Value of Personal 
Name Age Sex Occupation RealEstate Property orn 
Jas M Wright 21 M Farmer 150 Geo 
Lucinda Wright 21 F Geo 


This record indicates that James M. Wright and Lucinda Wright were born in about 
1839. 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 
enclosed family group sheets which stated that James M. Wright was a son of John C. 
Wright and Eliza ( 
listed James M. Wright in the John C. Wright household and his age as Q, indicating a 
date of birth in about 1841. 


) Wright and that the 1850 Census for Coweta County, Georgia, 





0099D(070406) 190. 


In her email dated September 3, 1999 Mary Clyde Wright stated that James 
Marion Wright was a son of John C. Wright and Elizabeth (Kelly) Wright, was born 
about 1839, married Lucinda Caroline Smith on December 30, 1859, at Carroll County, 
Georgia, resided in 1860 at Carroll County, Georgia, was a private in Company H, 41st 
Georgia Infantry in the Civil War, died on May 2, 1863, at Columbus Mississippi, and 
was buried at Friendship Cemetery, Columbus, Mississippi, as John Wright, that 
Lucinda Caroline (Smith) Wright was born in about 1839 and married second Tryon 
Patterson and that James Marion Wright and Lucinda Caroline (Smith) Wright had the 
following child: 

1) John Thomas Wright, born on December 8, 1860. 

li. Marietta E. (Wright) Cole, Her Husband Seaborn 
Vandiver Cole, And Her Descendants 
Marietta E. (Wright) Cole was a daughter of John C. 
Wright and Elizabeth M. (Kelly) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’*, John*, John C.*) 

In her email dated April 4, 2000, Mary Clyde Wright stated that she had found 

the gravestones of Marietta E. (Wright) Cole and Seaborn Vandiver Cole at the 





Pleasant View Church Cemetery, Carroll County, Georgia, and that they listed the 
following information: | 


"M. E. Cole 
Aug. 11, 1842 
Mar. 5, 1902 


S. V. Cole 

June 29, 1831 

June 16, 1898 

(Mason)" 

The 1850 Census for Coweta County, Georgia, listed Marietta Wright in the 
John C. Wright household and her age as 8 and born at Georgia, indicating a date of 
birth in about 1842. 

The 1870 Census for Carroll County, Georgia, listed Vandiver Cole with the 


following household on June 25, 1870: 


0099D(070406) 791. 


Value of 





Name Age Sex Color Occupation Real Estate 
Vandiver Cole 38 M W Farmer 
Marietta Cole 26 =F W Keeping house 
Joseph Cole 18 ™M W At school 
Mary Cole 12 F W At school 
Yong Cole 10 M W At school 
Thomas Cole 4 OM W At home 
Delphia Cole 1 oF W At home 
Value of Married Born Attended 
Personal Place of Within Within School Cannot 
Property Birth Year Year Within Year Read 
North Carolina 
Georgia 
Georgia 1 
Georgia 1 
Georgia 1 
Georgia 
Georgia 


Cannot Deaf Dumb Blind Male Citizen Male Citizen Over 21 
Write Insane or Idiot Over 21 Without Right to Vote 


1 


This record indicates that Marietta E. (Wright) Cole was born in about 1844 and that 
Seaborn Vandiver Cole was born in about 1832 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 
enclosed family group sheets which stated that Marietta Wright was a daughter of 
John C. Wright and Eliza (___) Wright and that the 1850 Census for Coweta County, 
Georgia, listed Marietta Wright in the John C. Wright household and her age as 8, 
indicating a date of birth in about 1842. 

In his email dated November 8, 1997, and family group sheets dated June 2, 
1998, Dave Phillips stated that Marietta E. "Mary" Wright was born on August 11, 1842, 


and married Seaborn Vandiver Cole on January 8, 1857, at Carroll County, Georgia, 
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and that Seaborn Vandiver Cole was born on June 29, 1831, at Carroll County, 
Georgia, married first Nancy J. Beall, resided in 1850 at Carrollton, Georgia, and died 
on June 16, 1898, at Carroll County, Georgia. 
lil. Thomas N. Wright 
Thomas N. Wright was a son of John C. Wright and 
Elizabeth M. (Kelly) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’, John®, John C.*) 

The 1850 Census for Coweta County, Georgia, listed Thos. N. Wright in the 
John C. Wright household and his age as 6 and born at Georgia, indicating a date of 
birth in about 1844. 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 
enclosed family group sheets which stated that Thomas N. Wright was a son of John C. 
Wright and Eliza ( 
listed Thomas N. Wright in the John C. Wright household and his age as 6, indicating a 
date of birth in about 1844. 

Iv. Elishia Wright 
Elishia Wright was a daughter of John C. Wright and 
Elizabeth M. (Kelly) Wright. (1779 John', 1801 Obediah?, John®, John C.*) 
The 1850 Census for Coweta County, Georgia, listed Elishia Wright in the 


) Wright and that the 1850 Census for Coweta County, Georgia, 





John C. Wright household, her sex as female, her age as 5, and born at Georgia, 
indicating a date of birth in about 1845. 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 
enclosed family group sheets which stated that Elisha Wright was a son of John C. 
Wright and Elizabeth ( ) Wright and that the 1850 Census for Coweta County, 
Georgia, listed Elisha Wright in the John C. Wright household and his age as 5, 
indicating a date of birth in about 1845. 

V. simon Or Simeon A. Wright 
Simon A. Wright was a son of John C. Wright and 
Elizabeth (Kelly) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’, John’, John C.*) 
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The 1850 Census for Coweta County, Georgia, listed Simeon A. Wright in the 
John C. Wright household and his age as 2 and born at Georgia, indicating a date of 
birth in about 1848. 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 
enclosed family group sheets which stated that Simon A. Wright was a son of John C. 
Wright and Eliza ( 
listed Simon A. Wright in the John C. Wright household and his age as 2, indicating a 
date of birth in about 1848. 

Vi. Lucy M. (Wright) Harris, Her Husband Samuel Harris, 


And Her Descendants 


) Wright and that the 1850 Census for Coweta County, Georgia, 





Lucy M. (Wright) Harris was a daughter of John C. 

Wright and Elizabeth M. (Kelly) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’, John’, John C.*) 

In his email dated May 5, 1998, William Stuart Harris stated that Lucy M. Wright 
was a daughter of John C. Wright and Elizabeth M. (Kelly) Wright, was born on 
February 3, 1851, at Coweta County, Georgia, married Samuel Harris, died on August 
30, 1925, at Cullman County, Alabama, and was buried at Welti Cemetery, Cullman 
County, Alabama, that Samuel Harris was born in December 1844 at Coweta County, 
Georgia, died on March 15, 1920, at Cullman County, Alabama, and was buried at 
Welti Cemetery, Cullman County, Alabama, and that Lucy M. (Wright) Harris and 
Samuel Harris had the following children: 

1) James Marion Harris, born on October 21, 1867, at Carroll County, 
Georgia, 

2) Susan (Harris) Smith, born in 1870 at Carroll County, Georgia, 

3) Mary Louise (Harris) Parrish, born on July 24, 1872, at Carroll County, 
Georgia, 

4) William Thomas "Bud" Harris, born on August 13, 1874, at Carroll County, 
Georgia, 

5) John W. Harris, born on September 24, 1876, at Carroll County, Georgia, 

6) Nancy Jane "Lula" (Harris) Copeland, born on October 2, 1878, at Carroll 
County, Georgia, 
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7) Ella Idella (Harris) Jordan, born on November 8, 1880, at Carroll County, 
Georgia, 

8) Ollie Harris, born on Januaary 6, 1883, at Carroll County, Georgia, 

9) Ossie C. Harris, born on April 11, 1885, at Carroll County, Georgia, 

10) Alvin E. Harris, born on April 20, 1887, at Carroll County, Georgia, and 

11) Tyrie Samuel Harris, born on July 19, 1889, at Carroll County, Georgia. 

C. Wright 
_____ Wright was a daughter of John Wright and Suzanne 
(___) Wright. (1779 John', 1801 Obediah’, John*) 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 
enclosed family group sheets which stated that Wright was a daughter of John 
Wright and Suzanne (____) Wright and was born between 1810 and 1815. 

d. Wright 
____ Wright was a son of John Wright and Suzanne (_____) 
Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, John*) 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 

Wright was a son of John Wright 





enclosed family group sheets which stated that 
and Suzanne (____) Wright and was born between 1820 and 1825. 
e. Wright 
_____ Wright was a son of John Wright and Suzanne (____) 
Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’, John’) 
In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 
Wright was a son of John Wright 








enclosed family group sheets which stated that 
and Suzanne ( ) Wright and was born between 1825 and 1830. 


2. 1829 Thomas Wright Of Pickens District, South Carolina, His Wife 
Martha (Cleveland) Wright, And His Descendants 


1829 Thomas Wright of Pickens District, South Carolina, was a son 
of 1801 Obediah Wright of Franklin County, Georgia, and Hannah (Smith) (Roberts) 
(Wright) Beall and was probably their second child. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?) 
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In approximately 1812 Thomas Wright applied to the Court of Ordinary for 
Franklin County, Georgia, W.B.___/122 and 122 a, to be discharged from his 
securityship in connection with the estate of Obediah Wright: 


"Georgia Court of Ordinary May Term 1812 - Franklin County 


On the petition of Thomas Wright Stating that he Stands security for the 
performance of Daniel Beall in right of his wife Hannah Beall formerly Hannah 
Wright and John Wright, administrators of the estate of Obadiah Wright 
deceased and that he wishes to be discharged from his said securityship, and 
the said Court by their order passed at March term last requiring the said Daniel 
Beall Administrator in right of his wife, and John Wright Administrator as 
aforesaid, to appear at this Term and shew cause if any they had, why the said 
Thomas Wright should not be discharged, and they the said Daniel Beall and 
John Wright to give new security or their administration to be revoked and 
discharged, and it appearing to the court also that notice of said rule has been 
duly served the said Daniel Beall and John Wright, and they failing to appear at 
this term to shew any cause or give any further securety- 


Whereapon it is ordered that the said Thomas Wright, be henceforth discharged 
and released from his securityship for the said Daniel Beall administrator in right 
of his wife, & John Wright administrators of the Estate of Obadiah Wright 
Deceased aforesaid, or either of them forever And it is further ordered that the 
said Daniel Beall in right of his wife Hannah Beall formerly Hannah Wright and 

John Wright, be discharged from the administration of the said estate of Obadiah 

Wright deceased, and the letters and right thereof, be annulled, set aside and 

revoked-" 

Thomas Wright died sometime before September 19, 1829, and the probate of 
his estate is filed in Box 4, No. 44, 1833, Pickens County, South Carolina, Equity 
Papers, available on Roll No. PK 11 from the South Carolina Department of Archives 
and History. The relevant documents in that case are set forth below. 

The first document in Pickens County, South Carolina, Equity Papers Box 4, No 
44, for the estate of Thomas Wright was an order to show cause relating to the 
appointment of Martha Wright, the widow of Thomas Wright as administratrix of his 
estate and which provided as follows: 

"State of South Carolina ) By James H. Dendy 

Pickens District ) Esquire Ordinary P.D. 


Whereas Martha Wright hath applied to me for Letters of Administration, on all 
and singular the Goods and chattels, rights & credits of Thomas Wright Farmer 
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late of the District aforesaid deceasd. These are therefore to cite and admonish 
all and singular the Kindred & Creditors of the said Deceasd to be and appear 
before me at the court of Ordinary to be holden at Pickens Court House on 
Monday the fifth of October next to shew cause if any why the said Admr. should 
not be Granted - Given under my hand and Seal this nineteenth day of 
September One thousand Eight hundred and Twenty nine and in the fifty fourth 
year of American Independence. 


James H. Dendy CPD 


Published the within citation at the Beveram Meeting House on friday 25th 
September 1829. 


Henry T. Chandler" 


On October 5, 1829, at Pickens County, South Carolina, Equity Papers Box 4, 
No 44, Letters of Administration were issued to Martha Wright: 


"South Carolina ) By James H. Dendy Esq. Ordinary 
Pickens District ) To Martha Wright. Widow - 


Whereas Thomas Wright late of this Dist. deceasd. lately died Intestate, having 
whilst he lived and at the time of his Death divers Goods rights and credits within 
the state aforesaid; by means whereof the full disposition and power of Granting 
the administration of all and singular the Goods rights & credits of the said 
deceasd. and also auditing the accounts calculation and reckoning of the said 
administration; and a final dismission of the same to me is manifestly known to 
belong. | desiring that the Goods rights and credits of the said deceasd. may be 
well and truly administered converted and disposed of do hereby Grant unto the 
said Martha Wright in whose fidelity in this behalf | very much confide, full 
powers by the tenor of these presents, to administer the Goods rights and credits 
of the said deceasd. which to him in his lifetime & at the time of his death did 
belong: and to ask levy recover and receive the same: and pay the debts in 
which the decesd. stood obliged. so far foth as his Goods rights and credits will 
extend according to their rate and order of Law.. being first sworn on the Holy 
Evangelist of Almight God, to make a true and perfect Inventory thereof and to 
Exhibit the same into the Ordinarys Office in Pickens in order to be recorded, on 
or before the _._~—Ss mondayof___——s now next ensuing; and to render a just and 
true account, calculation and reckoning of the said Administration when 
thereunto required: And | ordain depute and appoint you the said Martha Wright 
Administratrix of all and Singular the Goods rights and credits of the said said 
deceasd. - In testimony whereof | have hereunto set my hand and seal this fifth 
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day of October In the Year of our Lord 1829 and in the fifty fourth Year of 
American Independence 


James H. Dendy CP.D." 


On October 5, 1829, at Pickens County, South Carolina, Equity Papers Box 4, 
No 44, Martha Wright petitioned to sell the assets of the estate of Thomas Wright: 

"To James H. Dendy Ordinary Pickens District 

The Petition of Martha Wright administratrix of the Estate of Thomas Wright 

deceasd. Sheweth that she is desirous of Selling all the personal property of the 


said deceasd. she is desirous of selling the first thursday in December on a 
credit of twelve months your compliance will oblige your Petitioner. 


October 5, 1829 Martha Wright 


Orderd. that the above petition be granted 
Ordinary Office October 5, 1829 


_ James H. Dendy C P.D." 


The complaint for partition by Frances Wright in the James Wright Equity 
Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 74A, dated approximately March 1, 
1841, listed the children of Thomas Wright as follows: 


",... Fhomas Wright who left eight children to wit Harriet who has intermarried 
with Morgan Harbin, William Wright, Lilburn Wright, Robert Wright Abednego 
Wright, Nancy who has intermarried with Samuel McJunkin, Martha who has 
intermarried with Henry McJunkin and Catherine who intermarried with Monroe 
Cleveland... ." 


The family chart dated approximately May 10, 1841, in the James Wright Equity 
Papers listed the family with most resident in Georgia: 


"Thomas Wright deceased 

children Harriet married Morgan Harb___ (Harbin) 
Wm Wright 
Lilburn Wright Geo. 
Robert Wright Geo. 
Abednego Wright Geo. 
Nancy married Sam! McJunkin Geo. 
Martha married Henry McJunkin Geo. 


Catherine married Monro Cleveland Geo." 
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On March 5, 1849, at James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, South 
Carolina, Pack 74-A, Baylis Hix and William E. Cleveland, as administrators of the 
estate of James Wright, filed a complaint to clarify ownership of certain slaves after the 
death of Frances Wright, the widow of James Wright, as between the family of James 
Wright and the family of Frances Wright. The complaint listed the heirs of James 
Wright, but also clarified that Martha Wright, the widow of Thomas Wright, was a sister 
of Frances (Cleveland) Wright and, therefore, was Martha (Cleveland) Wright: 


",... The several parties to be thus affected by the order of this court now 
sought are first the surviving brothers and sisters of Frances Wright to wit, Nancy 
Cleveland wife of George C. Cleveland, Mary O'Neale wife of John H. O'Neale, 
Lucinda Laughridge wife of Benjamin Laughbridge, Elizabeth Cleveland wife of 
Thomas Cleveland and Jane Hix wife of your Orator Balus Hix whose husbands 
are likewise living and also your Orator William E. Cleveland, Catharine Wright 
widow of Larkin Wright and Martha Wright widow of Thomas Wright decd - being 
eight in number and Second the Heirs at Law of James Wright decd to wit John 
Wright and Charlton Wright brothers each supposed to be yet living though each 
residing out of the State and the latter it is said having transfered his interest to 
one John C. Wright who received his distributive Share on a written conveyance 
and transfer in the former division. The representatives of the following 
deceased brothers to wit Heirs of David Wright to wit a daughter Elizabeth 
Wright and two sons James and David Wright each long absent from the State. 
Heirs of Obed Wright to wit J. C. Looney & wife Permilia, W. C. Wright, 

James W. Wright Wm Carnes & wife, Hannah, Mary Wright Nancy Wright, Tho. 
Wright, Rhoda Wright and Frances Wright. Heirs of Thomas Wright to wit, Wm 
Wright, Robt Wright, Abednego Wright Saml. McJunkin & wife Nancy, Henry 
McJunkin and wife Martha, Monroe Cleveland & wife Catherine and Lilburn 
Wright... ." 


In summary, the family of Thomas Wright were the following: 
Wife - Martha (Cleveland) Wright, 
Children- William Wright, 

Robert Wright, 

Abednego Wright, 

Nancy (Wright) McJunkin, 

Martha (Wright) McJunkin, 
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Catherine (Wright) Cleveland, 
Lilburn Wright, and 
Harriet (Wright) Harbin. 

In her letter dated June 30, 1983, June Wright stated that Thomas Wright was 
born between 1775 and 1794. 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright . 
enclosed family group sheets which stated that 1829 Thomas Wright and his wife 
Martha (Cleveland) Wright were born in Virginia, based on the 1880 Census for Franklin 
County, Georgia, for his son Robert Wright. 

From the evidence set forth above and additional evidence set forth below, the 
children of 1829 Thomas Wright of Pickens District, South Carolina, and Martha 
(Cleveland) Wright were the following: 

1) William C. Wright, 

2) Robert Wright, born about 1816 at South Carolina, 

3) Abednego Wright, 

4) Nancy Belle (Wright) McJunkin, 

5) Martha (Wright) McJunkin, 

6) Catharine or Catherine (Wright) Cleveland, 

7) Lilburn H. Wright, and 

8) Hariet (Wright) Harben. 

a. William C. Wright 
William C. Wright was a son of 1829 Thomas Wright of 
Pickens District, South Carolina, and Martha (Cleveland) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 
Obediah’, 1829 Thomas’) 

The complaint for partition by Frances Wright in the James Wright Equity 
Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 74A, dated approximately March 1, 
1841, listed William Wright as one of the children of Thomas Wright: 

",... Thomas Wright who left eight children to wit... . William Wright... ." 


In the James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 74-A, 


William Wright was listed on March 1, 1841, in an affidavit of Balus Hix as residing 
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within the limits of the state of South Carolina and on May 7, 1841, as acknowledging 
legal service of the subpoena in the partition suit. 

In that same case the following letter and receipt were recorded: 

"March the 20th 1843 

Mr. M. Norton 


Sir please send me by the bearer James M. Cleveland my part of the money you 
have in your hands of the Estate of James Wright Deceased since this shall be 
your receipt for the same & oblige yours &c 


William C. Wright 
$10.10 


Recd Pickens, S.C. 20th March 1843. of M. M. Norton, Comr. in Equity for this 
Dist. Ten dollars & ten cents in full of the distributive share of Wm. Wright (son of 
Thos. Wright decd) to the Real Estate of James Wright decd. on the above 
order. 


James M. Cleveland" 


b. Robert Wright, His Wife Sarah Wright, And His 
Descendants 
Robert Wright was a son of 1829 Thomas Wright of Pickens 
District, South Carolina, and Martha (Cleveland) Wright. (1779 John‘, 1801 Obediah?, 
1829 Thomas’) 

The complaint for partition by Frances Wright in the James Wright Equity 
Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 74A, dated approximately March 1, 
1841, listed Robert Wright as one of the children of Thomas Wright: 

",... Thomas Wright who left eight children to wit... . Robert Wright... ." 


The family chart included in the James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, 
south Carolina, Pack 74-A, dated approximately May 10, 1841, listed Robert Wright as 
then resident in Georgia. | 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 
enclosed family group sheets which stated that Robert Wright was the son of 1829 
Thomas Wright of Pickens District, South Carolina, and Martha (Cleveland) Wright, was 
born about 1816 at South Carolina, married Sarah __, and resided in 1840, 1850, 
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1870, and 1880 at Franklin County, Georgia, that Sarah (____) Wright was born about 
1822, and that they had the following children: 

1) Catherine Wright, born about 1837 at Georgia, 

2) Martha Wright, born about 1841 at Georgia, 

3) Samuel Wright, born about 1843 at Georgia, 

4) Artamesia Wright, born about 1846 at Georgia, 

5) Robert Wright, born about 1847 at Georgia, 

6) Franklin Wright, born about 1849 or 1850 at Georgia, 

7) Lilburn Wright, born about 1856 at Georgia, 

8) Sarah J. Wright, born about 1858 at Georgia, and 

9) Robert L. Wright, born about 1879 at Georgia. 

I. Catherine Wright 
Catherine Wright was a daughter of Robert Wright 
and Sarah ( ) Wright. (1779 John', 1801 Obediah?, 1829 Thomas?®, Robert’) 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 
enclosed family group sheets which stated that Catherine Wright was a daughter of 
Robert Wright and Sarah (____) Wright and was born about 1837 at Georgia. 

il. Martha Wright 
Martha Wright was a daughter of Robert Wright and 
Sarah ( ) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, 1829 Thomas’, Robert’) 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 
enclosed family group sheets which stated that Martha Wright was a daughter of Robert 
Wright and Sarah (____) Wright and was born about 1841 at Georgia. 

lil. samuel Wright 
Samuel Wright was a son of Robert Wright and Sarah 
(___) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah*, 1829 Thomas®, Robert*) 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 
enclosed family group sheets which stated that Samuel Wright was a son of Robert 
Wright and Sarah (____) Wright and was born about 1843 at Georgia. 
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Iv. Artamesia Wright 
Artamesia Wright was a daughter of Robert Wright 


and Sarah ( ) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’, 1829 Thomas’®, Robert’*) 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 
enclosed family group sheets which stated that Artamesia Wright was a daughter of 
Robert Wright and Sarah ( 





) Wright and was born about 1846 at Georgia. 
V. Robert Wright 
Robert Wright was a son of Robert Wright and Sarah 
(___) Wright. (1779 John‘, 1801 Obediah*, 1829 Thomas®, Robert*) 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 
enclosed family group sheets which stated that Robert Wright was a son of Robert 
Wright and Sarah (____) Wright and was born about 1847 at Georgia. 

Vi. Franklin Wright 
Franklin Wright was a son of Robert Wright and 
Sarah (___) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, 1829 Thomas’, Robert*) 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 
enclosed family group sheets which stated that Franklin Wright was a son of Robert 
Wright and Sarah (____) Wright and was born about 1849 or 1850 at Georgia. 

Vil. Lilburn Wright 
Lilburn Wright was a son of Robert Wright and Sarah 
(___) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, 1829 Thomas’, Robert*) 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 
enclosed family group sheets which stated that Lilburn Wright was a son of Robert 
Wright and Sarah (____) Wright and was born about 1856 at Georgia. 

vii. Sarah J. Wright 
sarah J. Wright was a daughter of Robert Wright and 
Sarah (____) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, 1829 Thomas’, Robert’*) 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 
enclosed family group sheets which stated that Sarah J. Wright was a daughter of 
Robert Wright and Sarah (___) Wright and was born about 1858 at Georgia. 
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IX. Robert L. Wright 
Robert L. Wright was a son of Robert Wright and 


Sarah ( ) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’, 1829 Thomas?®, Robert*) 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 
enclosed family group sheets which stated that Robert L. Wright was a son of Robert 
Wright and Sarah ( 





) Wright and was born about 1879 at Georgia. 


C. 1800 Abednego F. Wright Of Polk County, Georgia, His Wife 


Mary Elizabeth (Jenkins) Wright, And His Descendants 
1880 Abednego F. Wright of Polk County, Georgia, was a 


son of 1829 Thomas Wright of Pickens District, South Carolina, and Martha (Cleveland) 
Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, 1829 Thomas’) 
The complaint for partition by Frances Wright in the James Wright Equity 





Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 74A, dated approximately March 1, 
1841, listed Abednego Wright as one of the children of Thomas Wright: 
",... Thomas Wright who left eight children to wit... . Abednego Wright, ... .” 


The family chart included in the James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, 
south Carolina, Pack 74-A, dated approximately May 10, 1841, listed Abednego Wright 
as then resident in Georgia. 

In Franklin County, Georgia, W.B. ___/125 Bednego F. Wright was listed as a 
witness to the will of Lewis Dortch on March 17, 1848, along with Samuel S. McuJinkin. 

The 1850 Census for Franklin County, Georgia, listed A. F. Wright with the 


following household on November 1, 1850: 





Value of 
Name Age Sex Color Occupation Real Estate 
A. F. Wright 32 OM Farmer 2300 
Mary E. H. Wright 28 #F 
William Wright 10 ™M 
John Wright 8 ™M 
Benj Wright | 4 ™M 
Harriet Wright 2 F 
James Wright 1/12 M 
Richard Wright 6 M 
William Frazier 65 M School Teacher 100 
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Married Attended Cannot Deaf 
Place of Within School Read & Dumb Blind 
Birth Year Within Year Write Insane etc. 


S Carolina 

Georgia 

Georgia 

Georgia 

Georgia 

Georgia 

Georgia 

Georgia 

Virginia 
This record indicates that Abednego F. Wright was born in about 1818 and that Mary 
Elizabeth (Jenkins) Wright was born in about 1822. 

In her letter dated March 31, 1983, Mrs. June Wright stated that Abednego 
Wright married Susannah Gairy. However, in his email dated April 27, 2000, Tom 
Buchanan stated that the Abednego Wright marriage to Susannah Gairy occurred on 
November 7, 1816, at Hancock County, Georgia, and therefore, that Abednego would 
have been born too early to have been Abednego F. Wright. 

In his email dated April 12, 2000, and his Rootsweb WorldConnect Project listing 
Tom Buchanan stated that Abednego F. Wright was a son of Thomas Wright and 
Martha (Cleveland) Wright, was born on September 16, 1820, at South Carolina, 
married Mary Elizabeth Jenkins on January 9, 1840, at Franklin County, Georgia, died 
on May 12, 1880, at Polk County, Georgia, and was buried at Hightower Cemetery, 
Polk County, Georgia, that Mary Elizabeth (Jenkins) Wright was born on November 22, 
1820, at Georgia, and was buried at Hightower Cemetery, Polk County, Georgia, and 
that Abednego F. Wright and Mary Elizabeth (Jenkins) Wright had the following 
children: 

1) William Wright, born in about 1840 at Franklin County, Georgia, 

2) John Wright, born in about 1843 at Franklin County, Georgia, 


3) Richard Wright, born in about 1844 at Franklin County, Georgia, 
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4) Benjamin F. Wright, born on January 10, 1846, at Franklin County, 
Georgia, 

5) Harriet "Hattie" (Wright) Flanegan, born January 25, 1847, at Franklin 
County, Georgia, 

6) James H. Wright, born in about 1850 at Franklin County, Georgia, 

7) Mary J. Wright, born in about 1856 at Paulding or Polk County, Georgia, 
and 

8) Thomas Wright, born in about 1862 at Paulding or Polk County, Georgia. 

I. William Wright 
William Wright was a son of 1880 Abednego F. 
Wright of Polk County, Georgia, and Mary Elizabeth (Jenkins) Wright. (1779 John’, 
1801 Obediah?, 1829 Thomas’, 1880 Abednego F.*) 

The 1850 Census for Franklin County, Georgia, listed William Wright in the A. F. 
Wright household on November 1, 1850, and his age as 10 and born in Georgia, 
indicating a date of birth in about 1840. 

In his email dated April 12, 2000, and his Rootsweb WorldConnect Project listing 
Tom Buchanan stated that William Wright was a son of 1880 Abednego F. Wright of 
Polk County, Georgia, and Mary Elizabeth (Jenkins) Wright and was born in about 1840 
at Franklin County, Georgia. 

il. John Wright 
John Wright was a son of 1880 Abednego F. Wright 
of Polk County, Georgia, and Mary Elizabeth (Jenkins) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 
Obediah’, 1829 Thomas’, 1880 Abednego F.*) 

The 1850 Census for Franklin County, Georgia, listed John Wright in the A. F. 
Wright household on November 1, 1850, and his age as 8 and born in Georgia, 
indicating a date of birth in about 1842. 

In his email dated April 12, 2000, and his Rootsweb WorldConnect Project listing 
Tom Buchanan stated that John Wright was a son of 1880 Abednego F. Wright of Polk 
County, Georgia, and Mary Elizabeth (Jenkins) Wright and was born in about 1843 at 
Franklin County, Georgia. 
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lil. Richard Wright 
Richard Wright was a son of 1880 Abednego F. 


Wright of Polk County, Georgia, and Mary Elizabeth (Jenkins) Wright. (1779 John’, 
1801 Obediah?, 1829 Thomas’, 1880 Abednego F.*) 

The 1850 Census for Franklin County, Georgia, listed Richard Wright in the A. F. 
Wright household on November 1, 1850, and his age as 6 and born in Georgia, 
indicating a date of birth in about 1844. 

In his email dated April 12, 2000, and his Rootsweb WorldConnect Project listing 
Tom Buchanan stated that Richard Wright was a son of 1880 Abednego F. Wright of 
Polk County, Georgia, and Mary Elizabeth (Jenkins) Wright and was born in about 1844 
at Franklin County, Georgia. 


IV. 1898 Benjamin F. Wright Of Polk County, Georgia, 
And His Wives Mary Ella (Peek) Wright And Ida 


(Lassiter) Peek 
1898 Benjamin F. Wright of Polk County, Georgia, 


was a son of 1880 Abednego F. Wright of Polk County, Georgia, and Mary Elizabeth 
(Jenkins) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, 1829 Thomas®, 1880 Abednego F.*) 

The 1850 Census for Franklin County, Georgia, listed Benjamin Wright in the 
A. F. Wright household on November 1, 1850, and his age as 4 and born in Georgia, 
indicating a date of birth in about 1846. 

In his email dated April 12, 2000, and his Rootsweb WorldConnect Project listing 
Tom Buchanan stated that Benjamin F. Wright was a son of 1880 Abednego F. Wright 
of Polk County, Georgia, and Mary Elizabeth (Jenkins) Wright and was born on 
January 10, 1846, at Franklin County, Georgia, married first Mary Ella Peek before 
1880 at Polk County, Georgia, married second Ida Lassiter in 1887 at Polk County, 
Georgia, served in the Confederate Army, was a physician and a member of the 
Georgia Legislature, died on August 10, 1898, at Polk County, Georgia, and was buried 
at Benjamin F. Wright Cemetery, Polk County, Georgia, that Mary Ella (Peek) Wright 
was buried at Benjamin F. Wright Cemetery, Polk County, Georgia, and that Ida 
(Lassiter) Wright was buried at Benjamin F. Wright Cemetery, Polk County, Georgia. 
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V. Harriet "Hattie" (Wright) Flanegan, Her Husband Joel 
sansing Flanegan, And Her Descendants 
Harriet "Hattie" (Wright) Flanegan was a daughter of 
1880 Abednego F. Wright of Polk County, Georgia, and Mary Elizabeth (Jenkins) 
Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah*, 1829 Thomas’, 1880 Abednego F.*) 

The 1850 Census for Franklin County, Georgia, listed Harriet Wright in the A. F. 
Wright household on November 1, 1850, and her age as 2 and born in Georgia, 
indicating a date of birth in about 1848. | 

In his email dated April 12, 2000, and his Rootsweb WorldConnect Project listing 
Tom Buchanan stated that Harriet "Hattie" Wright was a daughter of 1880 Abednego F. 
Wright of Polk County, Georgia, and Mary Elizabeth (Jenkins) Wright, was born on 
January 25, 1847, at Franklin County, Georgia, married Joel Sansing Flaneganin about 
1868 at probably Polk County, Georgia, died on September 18, 1882, at Polk County, 
Georgia, and was buried at Hightower Cemetery, Polk County, Georgia, that Joel 
Sansing Flanegan was born on September 20, 1845, at Polk County, Georgia, served 
as a private in the 1st Georgia Cavalry in the Civil War, and was buried at Edgemont 
Cemetery, Anniston, Alabama, and that Harriet (Wright) Flanegan and Joel Sansing 
Flanegan had the following children: 

1) Dora Elizabeth (Flanegan) Russell, born on March 19, 1870, at Georgia, 

2) Geneva L. Flanegan, born on August 10, 1872, at Georgia, and 

3) James F. Flanegan, born on June 2, 1875, at Georgia. 

Vi. James H. Wright 
James H. Wright was a son of 1880 Abednego F. 
Wright of Polk County, Georgia, and Mary Elizabeth (Jenkins) Wright. (1779 John’, 
1801 Obediah*, 1829 Thomas*, 1880 Abednego F.*) 

The 1850 Census for Franklin County, Georgia, listed James Wright in the A. F. 
Wright household on November 1, 1850, and his age as 1/12 and born in Georgia, 
indicating a date of birth in about May or October 1850. 

In his email dated April 12, 2000, and his Rootsweb WorldConnect Project listing 
Tom Buchanan stated that James H. Wright was a son of 1880 Abednego F. Wright of 
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Polk County, Georgia, and Mary Elizabeth (Jenkins) Wright and was born in about 1850 
at Franklin County, Georgia. 
Vil. Mary J. Wright 
Mary J. Wright was a daughter of 1880 Abednego F. 
Wright of Polk County, Georgia, and Mary Elizabeth (Jenkins) Wright. (1779 John’, 
1801 Obediah?, 1829 Thomas’, 1880 Abednego F.*) 
In his email dated April 12, 2000, and his Rootsweb WorldConnect Project listing 
Tom Buchanan stated that Mary J. Wright was a daughter of 1880 Abednego F. Wright 
of Polk County, Georgia, and Mary Elizabeth (Jenkins) Wright and was born in about 
1856 at Paulding or Polk County, Georgia. 
vill. Thomas Wright 
Thomas Wright was a son of 1880 Abednego F. 
Wright of Polk County, Georgia, and Mary Elizabeth (Jenkins) Wright. (1779 John’, 
1801 Obediah’, 1829 Thomas’, 1880 Abednego F.*) 
In his email dated April 12, 2000, and his Rootsweb WorldConnect Project listing 
Tom Buchanan stated that Thomas Wright was a son of 1880 Abednego F. Wright of 
Polk County, Georgia, and Mary Elizabeth (Jenkins) Wright and was born in about 1862 
at Paulding or Polk County, Georgia. 
d. Nancy Belle (Wright) McJunkin, Her Husband 
samuel Sumter McJunkin, And Her Descendants 
Nancy Belle (Wright) McJunkin was a daughter of 1829 
Thomas Wright of Pickens District, South Carolina, and Martha (Cleveland) Wright. 
(1779 John’, 1801 Obediah*, 1829 Thomas’) 
The complaint for partition by Frances Wright in the James Wright Equity 





Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 74A, dated approximately March 1, 
1841, listed Nancy (Wright) McJunkin as one of the children of Thomas Wright: 


",... Thomas Wright who left eight children to wit... . Nancy who has 
intermarried with Samuel McJunkin, ... ." 
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The family chart included in the James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, 
South Carolina, Pack 74-A, dated approximately May 10, 1841, listed Nancy Wright as 
married to Samuel McJunkin and that they then resided in Georgia. 
In the partition suit in Pack 74-A were the following letter and receipt: 
"Mr. Norton sir ples pay S. S. McJunkins what is coming to me from James 
Wright Estate and this my order shal be your receipt for the sum April th 1st 1843 
Wm. H. H. McJunkins 


Recd Pickens S.C. 3d April 1843 of M. M. Norton C.E.P.D. Ten dollars & ten 
cents in full of the above Order, also Ten dollars & ten cents in full of my own 
Share of Jas. Wrights Real Estate in behalf of my wife. 


S. S. McJunkin" 


In Franklin County, Georgia, W.B. _/125, Samuel S. McJinkin was listed as a 
witness to the will of Lewis Dortch dated March 17, 1848, along with Bednego F. 
Wright, and as a witness in court to the proof of the will on May 1, 1848. 

The 1850 Census for Franklin County, Georgia, listed Samuel S. McJunkin with 


the following household on November 1, 1850: 





Value of 
Name Age Sex Color Occupation Real Estate 
Samuel S McJunkin 3/ M Farmer 1050 
Nancy Wright 36 OF 
William McJunkin 8 M 
Martha E. McJunkin 14 F 
Samuel P. McJunkin 12 M 
Elena A. P. McJunkin 8 F 
Catherine McJunkin 6 F 
Nancy J. McJunkin 4 F 
John McJunkin 1 M 
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Married Attended Cannot Deaf 
Place of Within School Read & Dumb Blind 
Birth Year Within Year Write Insane etc. 


S Carolina 
S Carolina 
S Carolina 
S Carolina 
S Carolina 
S Carolina 
S Carolina 
S Carolina 
S Carolina 


This record indicates that Samuel Sumter McJunkin was born in about 1813 and that 
Nancy (Wright) McJunkin was born in about 1814. 

In his letter dated December 26, 1987, Mr. Jimmy Lee Veal enclosed an obituary 
of Samuel Sumter McJunkin printed in the South Carolina Magazine of Ancestral 
Research, Vol. 9, p. 113, 1981, and taken from the Keowee Courier, Walhalla, South 
Carolina, dated February 6, 1907, that provided as follows: 

"Samuel S. M'Junkin - 1813-1907 


An Historical Sketch Of Families Connected By Blood And Marriage. 


Townville, Jan. 28, 1907. Editors Keowee Courier: My husband, W. A. Dickson, 
wrote the enclosed, at Mr. McJunkin's request, thirteen years ago. | have copied 
it and added the date of his death. With that exception it is just as he left it. 
Since that time two of his children have died--Mrs. J. L. Burriss of South Union, 
and Dr. John McJunkin, of Toccoa, Ga. 


(Mrs.) Mary E. Dickson. 


Samuel Sumter McJunkin. Born April 16, 1813, on Tinker’s Creek, Union 
District, South Carolina, five miles south of Court House; died at South Union, 
Oconee county, South Carolina, January 18, 1907. Father, Samuel McJunkin, 
married Jemimah Glenn Sanders about 1802. Mother was raised on Tyger river, 
in Union District. Father Presbyterian; mother of Methodist parentage, but joined 
Presbyterians. Father murdered by his own slave in 1815. Mother remained a 
widow about six years, and married Charles Darby Jenkins, of Union, and with 
him and her children she moved, about 1824, to Franklin county, Georgia, and 
settled on Tonis creek, about two and a half miles west of the present town of 
Martin. 
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Samuel McJunkin and Jemimah had six children-- Earnest Harvey, John 
sanders, Joseph Jefferson, Francis Marion, Samuel Sumter, William Henry 
Harrison. The oldest was a lawyer, having emigrated to Indiana. Francis Marion 
studied medicine at Louisville and located in Indiana. Both became eminent in 
their respective profession. John Sanders eventually went to Texas. William 
Henry Harrison went to Texas after the war, and died there; was in the late war 
as one of the old men. Samuel Sumter married Nancy Belle Wright, daughter of 
Thomas Wright, of Pickens District, S. C., January 15, 1833. Nancy Bell 
Wright's mother was Martha Cleveland, the daughter of William Cleveland, who 
owned and resided at Cleveland's Ferry, now Knox's bridge, in Pickens District, 
S.C. This Wm. Cleveland was a near relative of Col. Ben Cleveland of 
Revolutionary fame. After marrying, Samuel Sumter McJunkin had oversight of 
the farm of his mother in law one year. The next year he did the same for his 
great- aunt, Esther McClure, whose farm of 1,000 acres adjoined Mrs. Wright's. 
The year 1835 he superintended the farm of his step-father in Franklin county, 
Georgia. In '36 he bought a piece of land on Turkey creek, four and a half miles 
east of Carnesville, Ga. In December, 1849, he moved to what is now South 
Union, in Oconee county, S.C., and settled on a farm of 997 acres. He was the 
father of eleven children, all of whom, except a son who died at three years, 
grew to manhood and womanhood. These children in older age were: William 
Thomas, who as a merchant clerk, died unmarried at Americus, Ga., in 1857; 
Martha Elizabeth; Samuel Pinckney, who, as a member of Palmetto 
Sharpshooter, S. C. V., was killed in the Seven Days' Battle around Richmond, 
1862; Francis Harvey died at three years; Eliza Ann married Jas. L. Burriss in 
1866; Harriet Catherine married David F. Mills, now dead; Nancy Jane married 
Cromwell L. Cleveland, now in Texas; John served in T. H. Russell's company 
(F), Mounted Home Guards, during the war; studied medicine at South Carolina 
University and Medical Department of the University of Pennsylvania; located at 
Toccoa, Ga., and married Miss Pauline Perteet of Oglethorpe county, Ga.; 
Morgan Henry; Mary Glenn married John M. Dowis; Joseph Buchanan married 
Lucy Neville, of Walhalla, S. C." 


I. Martha Elizabeth McJunkin 
Martha Elizabeth McJunkin was a daughter of Nancy 
Belle (Wright) McJunkin and Samuel Sumter McJunkin. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, 
1829 Thomas’, Nancy Belle’) 

The 1850 Census for Franklin County, Georgia, listed Martha E. McJunkin in the 
samuel S. McJunkin household on November 1, 1850, and her age as 14 and born in 
Georgia, indicating a date of birth in about 1836. 

In his letter dated December 26, 1987, Mr. Jimmy Lee Veal enclosed an obituary 


of Samuel Sumter McJunkin printed in the South Carolina Magazine of Ancestral 
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Research, Vol. 9, p. 113, 1981, and taken from the Keowee Courier, Walhalla, South 
Carolina, dated February 6, 1907, that provided as follows: 
"Samuel S. M'Junkin - 1813-1907 


An Historical Sketch Of Families Connected By Blood And Marriage. 


Townville, Jan. 28, 1907. Editors Keowee Courier: My husband, W. A. Dickson, 
wrote the enclosed, at Mr. McJunkin's request, thirteen years ago. | have copied 
it and added the date of his death. With that exception it is just as he left it. 
Since that time two of his children have died--Mrs. J. L. Burriss of South Union, 
and Dr. John McJunkin, of Toccoa, Ga. 


(Mrs.) Mary E. Dickson. 


Samuel Sumter McJunkin married Nancy Belle Wright, daughter of Thomas 
Wright, 


He was the father of eleven children, all of whom, except a son who died at three 
years, grew to manhood and womanhood. These children in older age were: 
.... Martha Elizabeth; ... ." 


il. Samuel Pinckney McJunkin 
Samuel Pinckney McJunkin was a son of Nancy Belle 
(Wright) McJunkin and Samuel Sumter McJunkin. (1779 John', 1801 Obediah?, 1829 
Thomas’, Nancy Belle’) 

The 1850 Census for Franklin County, Georgia, listed Samuel P. McJunkin in the 
Samuel S. McJunkin household on November 1, 1850, and his age as 12 and born in 
Georgia, indicating a date of birth in about 1838. 

In his letter dated December 26, 1987, Mr. Jimmy Lee Veal enclosed an obituary 
of Samuel Sumter McJunkin printed in the South Carolina Magazine of Ancestral 
Research, Vol. 9, p. 113, 1981, and taken from the Keowee Courier, Walhalla, South 
Carolina, dated February 6, 1907, that provided as follows: 

"Samuel S$. M'Junkin - 1813-1907 

An Historical Sketch Of Families Connected By Blood And Marriage. 


Townville, Jan. 28, 1907. Editors Keowee Courier: My husband, W. A. Dickson, 
wrote the enclosed, at Mr. McJunkin's request, thirteen years ago. | have copied 
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it and added the date of his death. With that exception it is just as he left it. 
Since that time two of his children have died--Mrs. J. L. Burriss of South Union, 
and Dr. John McJunkin, of Toccoa, Ga. 


(Mrs.) Mary E. Dickson. 


Samuel Sumter McJunkin married Nancy Belle Wright, daughter of Thomas 
Wright, 


He was the father of eleven children, all of whom, except a son who died at three 

years, grew to manhood and womanhood. These children in older age were: .. 

. . Samuel Pinckney, who, as a member of Palmetto Sharpshooter, S. C. V., was 

killed in the Seven Days' Battle around Richmond, 1862; ... ." 

lil. William Thomas McJunkin 
William Thomas McJunkin was a son of Nancy Belle 
(Wright) McJunkin and Samuel Sumter McJunkin. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, 1829 
Thomas’, Nancy Belle’) 

The 1850 Census for Franklin County, Georgia, listed William in the Samuel S. 
McJunkin household on November 1, 1850, and his age as 8 and born in Georgia, 
indicating a date of birth in about 1842. 

In his letter dated December 26, 1987, Mr. Jimmy Lee Veal enclosed an obituary 
of Samuel Sumter McJunkin printed in the South Carolina Magazine of Ancestral 
Research, Vol. 9, p. 113, 1981, and taken from the Keowee Courier, Walhalla, South 
Carolina, dated February 6, 1907, that provided as follows: 

"Samuel S. M'Junkin - 1813-1907 

An Historical Sketch Of Families Connected By Blood And Marriage. 

Townville, Jan. 28, 1907. Editors Keowee Courier: My husband, W. A. Dickson, 

wrote the enclosed, at Mr. McJunkin's request, thirteen years ago. | have copied 

it and added the date of his death. With that exception it is just as he left it. 


Since that time two of his children have died--Mrs. J. L. Burriss of South Union, 
and Dr. John McJunkin, of Toccoa, Ga. 


(Mrs.) Mary E. Dickson. 
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Samuel Sumter McJunkin married Nancy Belle Wright, daughter of Thomas 
Wright, 


He was the father of eleven children, all of whom, except a son who died at three 
years, grew to manhood and womanhood. These children in older age were: 
William Thomas, who as a merchant clerk, died unmarried at Americus, Ga., in 

16575 Saxe 

IV. Eliza Ann P. (McJunkin) Burriss And Her Husband 
James L. Burriss 
Eliza Ann P. (McJunkin) Burriss was a daughter of 
Nancy Belle (Wright) McJunkin and Samuel Sumter McJunkin. (1779 John‘, 1801 
Obediah’, 1829 Thomas’, Nancy Belle’) 

The 1850 Census for Franklin County, Georgia, listed Eliza A. P. McJunkin in the 
Samuel S. McJunkin household on November 1, 1850, and her age as 8 and born in 
Georgia, indicating a date of birth in about 1842. 

In his letter dated December 26, 1987, Mr. Jimmy Lee Veal enclosed an obituary 
of Samuel Sumter McJunkin printed in the South Carolina Magazine of Ancestral 
Research, Vol. 9, p. 113, 1981, and taken from the Keowee Courier, Walhalla, South 
Carolina, dated February 6, 1907, that provided as follows: 

"Samuel S. M'Junkin - 1813-1907 


An Historical Sketch Of Families Connected By Blood And Marriage. 


Townville, Jan. 28, 1907. Editors Keowee Courier: My husband, W. A. Dickson, 
wrote the enclosed, at Mr. McJunkin's request, thirteen years ago. | have copied 
it and added the date of his death. With that exception it is just as he left it. 
Since that time two of his children have died--Mrs. J. L. Burriss of South Union, 
and Dr. John McJunkin, of Toccoa, Ga. 


(Mrs.) Mary E. Dickson. 
Samuel Sumter McJunkin married Nancy Belle Wright, daughter of Thomas 
Wright, 
He was the father of eleven children, all of whom, except a son who died at three 


years, grew to manhood and womanhood. These children in older age were: 
.... Eliza Ann married Jas. L. Burriss in 1866;... ." 
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V. Harriet Catherine (McJunkin) Mills And Her Husband 
David F. Mills 


Harriet Catherine (McJunkin) Mills was a daughter of 
Nancy Belle (Wright) McJunkin and Samuel Sumter McJunkin. (1779 John’, 1801 
Obediah’?, 1829 Thomas’®, Nancy Belle’) 


The 1850 Census for Franklin County, Georgia, listed Catherine McJunkin in the 
Samuel S. McJunkin household on November 1, 1850, and her age as 6 and born in 
Georgia, indicating a date of birth in about 1844. 


In his letter dated December 26, 1987, Mr. Jimmy Lee Veal enclosed an obituary 


of Samuel Sumter McJunkin printed in the South Carolina Magazine of Ancestral 
Research, Vol. 9, p. 113, 1981, and taken from the Keowee Courier, Walhalla, South 
Carolina, dated February 6, 1907, that provided as follows: 


"Samuel S. M'Junkin - 1813-1907 
An Historical Sketch Of Families Connected By Blood And Marriage. 


Townville, Jan. 28, 1907. Editors Keowee Courier: My husband, W. A. Dickson, 
wrote the enclosed, at Mr. McJunkin's request, thirteen years ago. | have copied 
it and added the date of his death. With that exception it is just as he left it. 
Since that time two of his children have died--Mrs. J. L. Burriss of South Union, 
and Dr. John McJunkin, of Toccoa, Ga. 


(Mrs.) Mary E. Dickson. 


Samuel Sumter McJunkin married Nancy Belle Wright, daughter of Thomas 
Wright, 


He was the father of eleven children, all of whom, except a son who died at three 
years, grew to manhood and womanhood. These children in older age were: 
.... Harriet Catherine married David F. Mills, now dead; ... ." 


Vi. Nancy Jane (McJunkin) Cleveland And Her Husband 
Cromwell L. Cleveland 
Nancy Jane (McJunkin) Cleveland was a daughter of 
Nancy Belle (Wright) McJunkin and Samuel Sumter McJunkin. (1779 John’, 1801 
Obediah*, 1829 Thomas’, Nancy Belle’) 
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The 1850 Census for Franklin County, Georgia, listed Nancy J. McJunkin in the 
Samuel S. McJunkin household on November 1, 1850, and her age as 4 and born in 
Georgia, indicating a date of birth in about 1846. 

In his letter dated December 26, 1987, Mr. Jimmy Lee Veal enclosed an obituary 
of Samuel Sumter McJunkin printed in the South Carolina Magazine of Ancestral 
Research, Vol. 9, p. 113, 1981, and taken from the Keowee Courier, Walhalla, South 
Carolina, dated February 6, 1907, that provided as follows: 

"Samuel S. M'Junkin - 1813-1907 


An Historical Sketch Of Families Connected By Blood And Marriage. 


Townville, Jan. 28, 1907. Editors Keowee Courier: My husband, W. A. Dickson, 
wrote the enclosed, at Mr. McJunkin's request, thirteen years ago. | have copied 
it and added the date of his death. With that exception it is just as he left it. 
Since that time two of his children have died--Mrs. J. L. Burriss of South Union, 
and Dr. John McJunkin, of Toccoa, Ga. 


(Mrs.) Mary E. Dickson. 


Samuel Sumter McJunkin married Nancy Belle Wright, daughter of Thomas 
Wright, 


He was the father of eleven children, all of whom, except a son who died at three 

years, grew to manhood and womanhood. These children in older age were: 

.... Nancy Jane married Cromwell L. Cleveland, now in Texas;... ." 

vil. John McJunkin And His Wife Pauline (Perteet 
McJunkin 
John McJunkin was a son of Nancy Belle (Wright) 
McJunkin and Samuel Sumter McJunkin. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, 1829 Thomas’, 
Nancy Belle“) 

The 1850 Census for Franklin County, Georgia, listed John McJunkin in the 
Samuel S. McJunkin household on November 1, 1850, and his age as 1 and born in 
Georgia, indicating a date of birth in about 1849. 

In his letter dated December 26, 1987, Mr. Jimmy Lee Veal enclosed an obituary 


of Samuel Sumter McJunkin printed in the South Carolina Magazine of Ancestral 
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Research, Vol. 9, p. 113, 1981, and taken from the Keowee Courier, Walhalla, South 
Carolina, dated February 6, 1907, that provided as follows: 
"Samuel S. M'Junkin - 1813-1907 


An Historical Sketch Of Families Connected By Blood And Marriage. 


Townville, Jan. 28, 1907. Editors Keowee Courier: My husband, W. A. Dickson, 
wrote the enclosed, at Mr. McJunkin's request, thirteen years ago. | have copied 
it and added the date of his death. With that exception it is just as he left it. 
Since that time two of his children have died--Mrs. J. L. Burriss of South Union, 
and Dr. John McJunkin, of Toccoa, Ga. 


(Mrs.) Mary E. Dickson. 


Samuel Sumter McJunkin married Nancy Belle Wright, daughter of Thomas 
Wright, 


He was the father of eleven children, all of whom, except a son who died at three 
years, grew to manhood and womanhood. These children in older age were: 
....dJohn served in T. H. Russell's company (F), Mounted Home Guards, during 
the war; studied medicine at South Carolina University and Medical Department 
of the University of Pennsylvania; located at Toccoa, Ga., and married Miss 
Pauline Perteet of Oglethorpe county, Ga.;... ." 


vill. Francis Harvey McJunkin 
Francis Harvey McJunkin was a son of Nancy Belle 


(Wright) McJunkin and Samuel Sumter McJunkin. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’, 1829 
Thomas®, Nancy Belle‘) 

In his letter dated December 26, 1987, Mr. Jimmy Lee Veal enclosed an obituary 
of Samuel Sumter McJunkin printed in the South Carolina Magazine of Ancestral 
Research, Vol. 9, p. 113, 1981, and taken from the Keowee Courier, Walhalla, South 
Carolina, dated February 6, 1907, that provided as follows: 

"Samuel S. M'Junkin - 1813-1907 


An Historical Sketch Of Families Connected By Blood And Marriage. 
Townville, Jan. 28, 1907. Editors Keowee Courier: My husband, W. A. Dickson, 


wrote the enclosed, at Mr. McJunkin's request, thirteen years ago. | have copied 
it and added the date of his death. With that exception it is just as he left it. 
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Since that time two of his children have died--Mrs. J. L. Burriss of South Union, 
and Dr. John McJunkin, of Toccoa, Ga. 


(Mrs.) Mary E. Dickson. 


Samuel Sumter McJunkin married Nancy Belle Wright, daughter of Thomas 
Wright, 


He was the father of eleven children, all of whom, except a son who died at three ~ 
years, grew to manhood and womanhood. These children in older age were: 
.... Francis Harvey died at three years; ... ." 


Ix. Morgan Henry McJunkin 
Morgan Henry McJunkin was a son of Nancy Belle 


(Wright) McJunkin and Samuel Sumter McJunkin. (1779 John', 1801 Obediah?, 1829 
Thomas’, Nancy Belle’) 

In his letter dated December 26, 1987, Mr. Jimmy Lee Veal enclosed an obituary 
of Samuel Sumter McJunkin printed in the South Carolina Magazine of Ancestral 
Research, Vol. 9, p. 113, 1981, and taken from the Keowee Courier, Walhalla, South 
Carolina, dated February 6, 1907, that provided as follows: 

"Samuel S. M'Junkin - 1813-1907 


An Historical Sketch Of Families Connected By Blood And Marriage. 


Townville, Jan. 28, 1907. Editors Keowee Courier: My husband, W. A. Dickson, 
wrote the enclosed, at Mr. McJunkin's request, thirteen years ago. | have copied 
it and added the date of his death. With that exception it is just as he left it. 
Since that time two of his children have died--Mrs. J. L. Burriss of South Union, 
and Dr. John McJunkin, of Toccoa, Ga. 


(Mrs.) Mary E. Dickson. 
Samuel Sumter McJunkin married Nancy Belle Wright, daughter of Thomas 
Wright, | 
He was the father of eleven children, all of whom, except a son who died at three 


years, grew to manhood and womanhood. These children in older age were: 
....Morgan Henry;... ." 
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xX. Mary Glen (McJunkin) Dowis And Her Husband John 
W. Dowis 
Mary Glen (McJunkin) Dowis was a daughter of 
Nancy Belle (Wright) McJunkin and Samuel Sumter McJunkin. (1779 John’, 1801 
Obediah’, 1829 Thomas’, Nancy Belle’) 

In his letter dated December 26, 1987, Mr. Jimmy Lee Veal enclosed an obituary 
of Samuel Sumter McJunkin printed in the South Carolina Magazine of Ancestral 
Research, Vol. 9, p. 113, 1981, and taken from the Keowee Courier, Walhalla, South 
Carolina, dated February 6, 1907, that provided as follows: 

"Samuel S. M'Junkin - 1813-1907 

An Historical Sketch Of Families Connected By Blood And Marriage. 


Townville, Jan. 28, 1907. Editors Keowee Courier: My husband, W. A. Dickson, 
wrote the enclosed, at Mr. McJunkin's request, thirteen years ago. | have copied 
it and added the date of his death. With that exception it is just as he left it. 
Since that time two of his children have died--Mrs. J. L. Burriss of South Union, 
and Dr. John McJunkin, of Toccoa, Ga. 


(Mrs.) Mary E. Dickson. 


Samuel Sumter McJunkin married Nancy Belle Wright, daughter of Thomas 
Wright, | 


He was the father of eleven children, all of whom, except a son who died at three 
years, grew to manhood and womanhood. These children in older age were: 
_... Mary Glenn married John M. Dowis;... ." 


Xi. Joseph Buchanan McJunkin And His Wife Lucy 
(Neville) McJunkin 


Joseph Buchanan McJunkin was a son of Nancy 
Belle (Wright) McJunkin and Samuel Sumter McJunkin. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah/?, 
1829 Thomas®, Nancy Belle’) 

In his letter dated December 26, 1987, Mr. Jimmy Lee Veal enclosed an obituary 
of Samuel Sumter McJunkin printed in the South Carolina Magazine of Ancestral 
Research, Vol. 9, p. 113, 1981, and taken from the Keowee Courier, Walhalla, South 
Carolina, dated February 6, 1907, that provided as follows: 
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"Samuel S. M'Junkin - 1813-1907 
An Historical Sketch Of Families Connected By Blood And Marriage. 


Townville, Jan. 28, 1907. Editors Keowee Courier: My husband, W. A. Dickson, 
wrote the enclosed, at Mr. McJunkin's request, thirteen years ago. | have copied 
it and added the date of his death. With that exception it is just as he left it. 
Since that time two of his children have died--Mrs. J. L. Burriss of South Union, 
and Dr. John McJunkin, of Toccoa, Ga. 


(Mrs.) Mary E. Dickson. 


Samuel Sumter McJunkin married Nancy Belle Wright, daughter of Thomas 
Wright, 


He was the father of eleven children, all of whom, except a son who died at three 
years, grew to manhood and womanhood. These children in older age were: 
.... Joseph Buchanan married Lucy Neville, of Walhalla, S. C." 


e. Martha (Wright) McJunkin And Her Husband William Henry 


Harrison McJunkin 

Martha (Wright) McJunkin was a daughter of 1829 Thomas 
Wright of Pickens District, South Carolina, and Martha (Cleveland) Wright. (1779 
John', 1801 Obediah?, 1829 Thomas’) 

The complaint for partition by Frances Wright in the James Wright Equity 
Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 74A, dated approximately March 1, 
1841, listed Martha (Wright) McJunkin as one of the children of Thomas Wright: 

",... Thomas Wright who left eight children to wit... . Martha who has 

intermarried with Henry McJunkin... ." 

The family chart included in the James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, 
south Carolina Pack 74-A, dated approximately May 10, 1841, listed Martha Wright as 
married to Henry McJunkin and then resident in Georgia. 

In his letter dated December 26, 1987, Mr. Jimmy Lee Veal enclosed an obituary 
of Samuel Sumter McJunkins quoted above which stated in part that William Henry 
Harrison was a brother of Samuel Sumter McJunkin and went to Texas after serving in 
the Civil War: 
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"Samuel McJunkin and Jemimah had six children . . . . Samuel Sumter, William 
Henry Harrison... . William Henry Harrison went to Texas after the war, and 
died there; was in the late ware as one of the old men... ." 


f. Catherine (Wright) Cleveland, Her Husband James Monroe 


Cleveland, And Her Descendants 
Catherine (Wright) Cleveland was a daughter of 1829 
Thomas Wright of Pickens District, South Carolina, and Martha (Cleveland) Wright. 
(1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’, 1829 Thomas’) 
The complaint for partition by Frances Wright in the James Wright Equity 





Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 74A, dated approximately March 1, 
1841, listed Catherine (Wright) Cleveland as one of the children of Thomas Wright: 

".... Thomas Wright who left eight children to wit... . Catherine who 

intermarried with Monroe Cleveland... ." 

The family chart included in the James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, 
South Carolina, Pack 74-A, dated approximately May 10, 1841, listed Catherine Wright 
as married to Monro Cleveland and then resident in Georgia. 

In a document entitled "Receipts from the Airs" in that partition suit his name was 
listed as James M. Cleveland. | 

The 1850 Census for Stewart County, Georgia, listed James Cleveland with the 
following household on September 7, 1850: 





Value of 

Name Age Sex Color Occupation Real Estate 
James Cleveland 30 M Farmer 1000 
Catharine Clevieand 26 F 

Sultania Cleveland 9 F 

Benjamin Cleveland 7  M 

Cromwell Cleveland 6 M 

Thomas Cleveland 4 M 

William Cleveland 1 M 


0099E (070406) 822. 


Married Attended Cannot Deaf 
Place of Within School Read & Dumb Blind 
Birth Year Within Year Write Insane etc. 


S.C. 

S.C. 

Geo 

Geo 

Geo 

Geo 

Geo 
This record indicates that James Monroe Cleveland was born in about 1820 and that 
Catherine (Wright) Cleveland was born in about 1824. 

In her letter dated June 24, 1999, Colleen Clenard stated that Catherine Wright 
was a daughter of Thomas Wright, was bornon December 10, 1822, at South Carolina, 
married James Monroe Cleveland on December 25 1839, at Pickens District, South 
Carolina, resided in Hannahatchee, Georgia, died on August 21, 1907, and was buried 
at Holloman Creek Cemetery, Stewart County, Georgia, that James Monroe Cleveland 
was born on May 22, 1819, at South Carolina, died on May 8, 1905, and was buried at 
Holloman Creek Cemetery, Stewart County, Georgia, and that Catherine (Wright) 
Cleveland and James Monroe Cleveland had the following children: 

1) Sultania Cleveland, born in 1841 at Georgia, 

2) Benjamin Franklin Cleveland, born in 1843 at Georgia, 

3) Cromwell Lilburn Cleveland, born in 1845 at Georgia, 

4) Thomas Wright Cleveland, born in 1847 at Georgia, 

3) William Allen Cleveland, born in 1849 at Georgia, 

6) John Luther Cleveland, born in 1851 at Georgia, 

1) Ulysses "Lease" Cleveland, born in 1854, 

8) Morgan Henry Cleveland, born in 1856 at Georgia, 

9) Eldora "Dora" (Cleveland) Hill, born in 1858, 

10) Joseph E. "Joe" Cleveland, born in 1861 at Georgia, and 

11) Frank Cleveland, born in 1864 at Georgia. 
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In her letter dated June 24, 1999, Colleen Clenard enclosed a photograph of 
Catherine (Wright) Cleveland: 
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° 





In her letter dated June 24, 1999, Colleen Clenard also enclosed a photograph 


of the sons of Catherine (Wright) Cleveland and James Monroe Cleveland: 
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Left 
Left 


to right, seated: 
to right, standing: 


JOHN LUTHER WITH HIS BROTHERS 





Cromwell Lilburn, Thomas W., William A., John Luther 
Ulysses, Morgan Henry, Joseph E., Benjamin Franklin 


L. oultania Cleveland 
Sultania Cleveland was a daughter of Catherine 
(Wright) Cleveland and James Monroe Cleveland. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’, 1929 
Thomas’, Catherine’) 

The 1850 Census for Stewart County, Georgia, listed Sultania Cleveland in the 
James Cleveland household and her age as 9 and born in Georgia, indicating a date of 
birth in about 1841. 

In her letter dated June 24, 1999, Colleen Clenard stated that Sultania Cleveland 
was a daughter of Catherine (Wright) Cleveland and James Monroe Cleveland, was 
born in 1841 at Georgia, and died in 1861. 

il. Benjamin Franklin Cleveland 
Benjamin Franklin Cleveland was a son of Catherine 
(Wright) Cleveland and James Monroe Cleveland. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, 1929 
Thomas’, Catherine’) 

The 1850 Census for Stewart County, Georgia, listed Benjamin Cleveland in the 
James Cleveland household and his age as 7 and born in Georgia, indicating a date of 
birth in about 1843. 

In her letter dated June 24, 1999, Colleen Clenard stated that Benjamin Franklin 
Cleveland was a son of Catherine (Wright) Cleveland and James Monroe Cleveland 
and was born in 1843 at Georgia. 

iii. Cromwell Lilburn Cleveland 
Cromwell Lilburn Cleveland was a son of Catherine 
(Wright) Cleveland and James Monroe Cleveland. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’, 1929 
Thomas’, Catherine’) 

The 1850 Census for Stewart County, Georgia, listed Cromwell Cleveland in the 
James Cleveland household and his age as 6 and born in Georgia, indicating a date of 
birth in about 1844. 

In her letter dated June 24, 1999, Colleen Clenard stated that Cromwell Lilburn 
Cleveland was a son of Catherine (Wright) Cleveland and James Monroe Cleveland, 


was born in 1845 at Georgia, and went to Texas. 
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IV. Thomas Wright Cleveland, His Wife M. Cornelia 
(Armour) Cleveland, And His Descendants 


Thomas Wright Cleveland was a son of Catherine 
(Wright) Cleveland and James Monroe Cleveland. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’, 1929 
Thomas’, Catherine’) 

The 1850 Census for Stewart County, Georgia, listed Thomas Cleveland in the 
James Cleveland household and his age as 4 and born in Georgia, indicating a date of 
birth in about 1846. 

In her letter dated June 24, 1999, Colleen Clenard stated that Thomas Wright 
Cleveland was a son of Catherine (Wright) Cleveland and James Monroe Cleveland, 
was born in 1847 at Georgia, married M. Cornelia Armour in 1872, and died in 1931 at 
Georgia and that Thomas Wright Cleveland and M. Cornelia (Armour) Cleveland had 
the following child: 

1) Arthur Lee Cleveland, born in 1873. 

V. William Allen Cleveland 
William Allen Cleveland was a son of Catherine 
(Wright) Cleveland and James Monroe Cleveland. (1779 John', 1801 Obediah’, 1929 
Thomas’, Catherine’) 

The 1850 Census for Stewart County, Georgia, listed William Cleveland in the 
James Cleveland household and his age as 1 and born in Georgia, indicating a date of 
birth in about 1840. 

In her letter dated June 24, 1999, Colleen Clenard stated that William Allen 
Cleveland was a son of Catherine (Wright) Cleveland and James Monroe Cleveland, 
was born in 1849 at Georgia, and went to Texas. 

Vi. John Luther Cleveland, His Wife Annie Hamilton 
(Upshaw) Cleveland, And His Descendants 
John Luther Cleveland was a son of Catherine 
(Wright) Cleveland and James Monroe Cleveland. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah*, 1929 


Thomas®, Catherine‘) 
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In her letter dated June 24, 1999, Colleen Clenard stated that John Luther 
Cleveland was a son of Catherine (Wright) Cleveland and James Monroe Cleveland, 
was born in 1851 at Georgia, married Annie Hamilton Upshaw in 1884 at Texas, and 
that John Luther Cleveland and Annie Hamilton (Upshaw) Cleveland had the following 
children: 

1) Carmelete Attelia (Cleveland) (Morgan) Head, born in 1885, 

2) Annie Blake (Cleveland) Smith, born in 1887, 

3) Kate Jordan Cleveland, born in 1888, 

4) Thomas Kelley Cleveland, born in 1889, 

5) Clarence Aldridge Cleveland, born in 1893, 

6) John Luther Cleveland, Jr., born in 1890, 

7) George Cleveland, born in 1895, 

8) Samuel Reese Cleveland, born in 1899, and 

9) Cora Lee Cleveland. 

vii. Ulysses "Lease" Cleveland 
Ulysses "Lease" Cleveland was a son of Catherine 
(Wright) Cleveland and James Monroe Cleveland. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’, 1929 
Thomas’, Catherine’) 

In her letter dated June 24, 1999, Colleen Clenard stated that Ulysses "Lease" 
Cleveland was a son of Catherine (Wright) Cleveland and James Monroe Cleveland, 
was born in 1854, and went to Texas. 

vill. | Morgan Henry Cleveland 
Morgan Henry Cleveland was a son of Catherine 
(Wright) Cleveland and James Monroe Cleveland. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’, 1929 
Thomas’, Catherine*) 

In her letter dated June 24, 1999, Colleen Clenard stated that Morgan Henry 

Cleveland was a son of Catherine (Wright) Cleveland and James Monroe Cleveland, 


was born in 1856 at Georgia, was a farmer in Georgia, and died in 1943. 
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IX. Eldora "Dora" (Cleveland) Hill And Her Husband 
Charles B. Hill 
Eldora "Dora" (Cleveland) Hill was a daughter of 
Catherine (Wright) Cleveland and James Monroe Cleveland. (1779 John’, 1801 
Obediah’, 1929 Thomas’, Catherine’) 

In her letter dated June 24, 1999, Colleen Clenard stated that Eldora "Dora" 
Cleveland was a daughter of Catherine (Wright) Cleveland and James Monroe 
Cleveland, was born in 1858, and married Charles B. Hill. 

x. Joseph E. "Joe" Cleveland 
Joseph E. "Joe" Cleveland was a son of Catherine 
(Wright) Cleveland and James Monroe Cleveland. (1779 John', 1801 Obediah?, 1929 
Thomas’, Catherine’) 

In her letter dated June 24, 1999, Colleen Clenard stated that Joseph E. "Joe" 
Cleveland was a son of Catherine (Wright) Cleveland and James Monroe Cleveland, 
was born in 1861 at Georgia, was a farmer in Georgia, and died in 1939. 

Xi. Frank Cleveland 
Frank Cleveland was a son of Catherine (Wright) 
Cleveland and James Monroe Cleveland. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, 1929 Thomas’, 
Catherine“) 

In her letter dated June 24, 1999, Colleen Clenard stated that Frank Cleveland 
was a son of Catherine (Wright) Cleveland and James Monroe Cleveland, was born in 
1864 at Georgia, was a farmer in Georgia, and died in 1954. 

g. Lilburn H. Wright 
Lilburn H. Wright was a son of 1829 Thomas Wright of 
Pickens District, South Carolina, and Martha (Cleveland) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 
Obediah*, 1829 Thomas’) 

The complaint for partition by Frances Wright in the James Wright Equity 
Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 74A, dated approximately March 1, 
1841, listed Lilburn Wright as one of the children of Thomas Wright: 

".... Thomas Wright who left eight children to wit... . Lilburn Wright, ... ." 
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The family chart included in the James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, 
south Carolina, Pack 74-A, dated approximately May 10, 1841, listed Lilburn Wright as 
then resident in Georgia. 

In the same case were the following letter and receipt: 

"Mr. Miles Norton Esaqr 


Sir please pay Morgan Harbin what is coming to me from James Wrights Estate. 
this Shall be your receit for the same. 


Mach 26th 1843 Lilburn H. Wright 


Recd Pickens C. H. S.C. 3d April 1843. of Miles M. Norton Comr. in Equity for 
this Dist. Ten dollars & ten cents in full of the above order. Also the same 
amount which is due my wife as a Legatee of Jas. Wright decd. 


Morgan Harbin" 


h. Harriet (Wright) Harbin And Her Husband Morgan Harbin 
Harriet (Wright) Harbin was a daughter of 1829 Thomas 


Wright of Pickens District, South Carolina, and Martha (Cleveland) Wright. (1779 
John’, 1801 Obediah?, 1829 Thomas’) 

The complaint for partition by Frances Wright in the James Wright Equity 
Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 74A, dated approximately March 1, 
1841, listed Harriet (Wright) Harbin as one of the children of Thomas Wright: 

",... Phomas Wright who left eight children to wit Harriet who has intermarried 

with Morgan Harbin, ... ." 

In an affidavit by Balus Hix dated March 1, 1841, and filed in the same case, 
Harriet Harbin was listed as a resident of the state of South Carolina. 

The family chart included in the James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, 
south Carolina, Pack 74-A, dated approximately May 10, 1841, listed Harriet Wright as 


then married to Morgan Harb_. 
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3. 1840 Larkin Wright Of Anderson District, South Carolina, His Wife 
Catherine (Cleveland) Wright, And His Descendants 
1840 Larkin Wright of Anderson District, South Carolina, was a son 
of 1801 Obediah Wright of Franklin County, Georgia, and Hannah (Roberts) (Wright) 
Beall and was probably their third child. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?) 
The 1830 Census for Anderson District, South Carolina, listed Larkin Wright with 
the following household: 





Free Free 
Names White White 
Heads of Families Males Age Females Age 
Larkin Wright 1 30-40 1 30-40 
1 5-10 3 10-15 
1 0-5 1 5-10 
Free Free 
Slaves Slaves Colored Colored 
Male Age Female Age Males Age Females Age 
2 10-24 1 55-100 
3 0-10 2 24-36 
1 0-10 1 10-24 
4 0-10 
White Persons included in the foregoing 
Deaf & Deaf & Deaf & Aliens - 
Dumb Dumb Dumb Foreigners & 
Total Under 14 14 to 25 25+ Blind Naturalized 
21 


Slaves and Colored Persons, 

included in the foregoing 

Deaf & Deaf & Deaf & 

Dumb Dumb Dumb 

under 14 14 to 25 25+ Blind 
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This record indicates that Larkin Wright and Catherine (Cleveland) Wright were born 
between 1790 and 1800. 

In his letter dated December 26, 1987, Mr. Jimmy Lee Veal enclosed a copy of 
the will of Larkin Wright dated March 23, 1840, and probated on October 19, 1840, at 
Anderson District, South Carolina, W.B. B/111, which provided as follows: 


"In the Name of God Amen 


| Larkin Wright of the District of Anderson State of South Carolina being sick and 
like to die but being in perfect mind memory Reason & judgment do make and 
ordain this to be my last Will and testament And first | direct my body to be 
decently interred and my Spirit to God who gave it And as to such worldly Estate 
as it hath pleased God to entrust me with, | dispose of the same as follows first | 
direct that all my lawful debts be paid as soon after my death as possible & then 
| bequeathe first to my beloved wife Catharine Wright Six negros viz. Dice a 
woman Gin. a woman George a male Daniel a male Marriah a girl Caroline a boy 
and all my Lands plantation and farming tools all my Stock of horses, Cattle, 
hoges and Sheep household and Kitchen furniture all of the above named 
property. | will her during her widowhood provided She does marry | revoke and 
make voide all the above named propety, but never theless if She is alive and a 
widow when the Youngest Child becomes of age | wish my Executors to make 
and equal division amonge all my Children of the above named property but yet 
reserving for my beloved wife at the discretion of my Executors what they may 
think sufficient for her decent support | also bequeath to my two beloved Sons 
(viz) Oliver H. Wright and Alexander R | Wright all the surplus proceds that may 
arise from the labour of said hands on Said plantation annually after taking 
sufficentcy for the support of the said family. 


| bequethe to my beloved daughter Francis Hix a negro woman named Kiz to be 
the property of said Francis during her natural life and after her death the said 
negro Kiz and her increase to be equally divided amonge the Children of the said 
Francis Hix | also bequathe her the said Francis all the property She has had 
heretofore given her | also bequathe to my beloved daughter Julia M. Holland a 
negro girl named Mary also one mare bridle & Saddle worth one hundred dollars 
which she has already recv'd also one Cow & bed which She has also recived. | 
also bequathe to my beloved daughter Nancy C Wright one negro girl named 
Charety and one horse & Saddle worth one hundred dollars one bed & furniture 
one Cow & Calf | also bequeathe to my beloved Son Oliver H. Wright one negro 
boy named Elie one horse bridle and Saddle worth one hundred Dollars one bed 
& furniture one Cow & Calf | also bequathe to my beloved daughter Lucinda E. I. 
Wright one negro girl named Modesty one horse bridle and Saddle worth one 
hundred dollars and one bed & furniture one Cow and Calf. | also bequeathe to 
my beloved Son Alexander R. |. Wright one negro boy named Coly one horse 
bridle and Saddle worth one hundred dollars one bed & furniture one Cow & Calf 
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| also bequeathe to my beloved daughter Mary Ann Wright one negro boy 
named Ben one horse bridle and Saddle worth one hundred dollars one bed & 
furniture one Cow & Calf | also bequathe to my beloved daughter Catharine 
Wright one negro girl named Eliza one horse bridle and Saddle worth one 
hundred dollars one bed & furniture one Cow and Calf 


And | do hereby make appoint and ordain my esteemed wife Catherine Wright 
William Holland and Benjamin McGee Executors of this my last will and 
testament. In witness whereof | Larkin Wright have to this my will written on one 
Sheet of paper Set my and and Seal this twenty third of March in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty 


Signed and delivered Larin Wright 
in the presents of us 
TER. Cox 
Martin L. McCay 
Levingston Isbell" 


In the James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 74-A, 
was the following amendment dated May 10, 1841, of the complaint by Frances Wright 
for a partition setting forth the death of Larkin Wright in 1840: 


"In Equity - Pickens . 
No. 1 
Francis Wright 
V. ) Amended Bill For Partition 
Larkin Wright & others ) Real Estate 
J. N. Whitner 
Comp. Sol. 
Filed 10th May 1841 
M M Norton 
C.E.P.C. 
Francis Wright ) In Equity - Pickens District 
V ) To the Honorable the Chancellor 


Larken Wright & others __) of said Court 


Your oratrix Francis Wright by leave of the Court first had further sheweth that 
the said Larkin Wright who was siezed of an interest in the premises set forth in 
his original bill and having departed this life since the fil___ the same to wit on the 
_dayof___ in the year of our Lord one thousand Eight hundred and forty. 
That the said Larkin Wright died intestate as it is said and has left a widow 
Catherine Wright and eight children to wit Francis who has intermarried with 
Milton Hix, Julia Ann who was intermarried with William W. Holland, Nancy who 
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has intermarried with Robert Holland and Oliver C. Wright, Lucinda Wright, 
James Wright, Martha M. Wright and Catherine Wright the last five being minors. 
The first named three are over the age of fourteen each and the last two under 
the age of twelve each who are each entitled to a portion of the said Larkin 
Wright Estate. Your oratrix therefore pray that the above named _____ Larkin 
may now answer in person to be appointed by the Honorable Court being as it is 
said unrepresented by Guardians in Cheif to the original Bill of Complaint 
heretofore filed by you oratrix as fully as though they were specially interrogated 
therein as also the allegations herein made and that they be decreed to abide by 
such orders as thus prayed for and as shall be made in the premises. May it 
please your honor to grant your Writ of Subpoena directed to the aforenamed 
parties requiring them to be and appear by a day certain at Pickens Court House 
with the usual notice and requirements of such process you ordain as in duty 
bound &c. 


J. N. Whitner 
Comp Sol." 
In that same case was the following order confirming his death: 


"Francis Wright ) 
V. ) Bill for Partition 
Larkin Wright ) 


lt having been suggested that the Defendant Larkin Wright since the filing this 
Bill has departed this life on motion of Comp. Sol. 


It is ordered that the Complainant have leave to amend her Bill so as that the 

Heirs at Law of the said Larkin Wright be made parties thereto and being 

required to answer the same may abide such order and decree as may be made 

in the premises." 

The family chart included in the partition suit in Pack 74-A dated approximately 
May 10, 1841, included the following reiteration of his death and a listing of his widow 


and children: 


0099E(070406) 836. 


"3. Larkin Wright died since James 

left widow Catherine Wright 

& 8 children Francis married Milton Hix 
Julia Ann married Wm. W. Holland 
Nancy married Robt Holland 
Oliver C. Wright Minor 18 
Lucinda Wright Minor 16 
James Wright Minor 14 
Martha M. Wright Minor 10 
Catherine Wright Minor 7" 


The William E. Cleveland Equity Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, 
Pack 184, included in the complaint dated March 5, 1849, the following identifications of 
Catherine (Cleveland) Wright as the wife of Larkin Wright: 


"The several parties to be thus affected by the order of this court now sought are 
first the surviving brothers and sisters of Frances Wright to wit, Nancy Cleveland 
wife of George C. Cleveland, Mary O'Neale wife of John H. O'Neale, Lucinda 
Laughridge wife of Benjamin Laughbridge, Elizabeth Cleveland wife of Thomas 
Cleveland and Jane Hix wife of your Orator Balus Hix whose husbands are 
likewise living and also your Orator William E. Cleveland, Catharine Wright 
widow of Larkin Wright and Martha Wright widow of Thomas Wright decd - being 
eight in number" 


The 1850 Census for Anderson District, South Carolina, listed Catherine Wright 
with the following household on August 14, 1850: 





Value of 
Name Age Sex Color Occupation Real Estate 
Catherine Wright 92 F 1500 
Martha Wright 18 F 
Catherine Wright 16 F 
Place of Married Attended School Cannot Read Deaf Dumb 
Birth Within Year Within Year & Write Blind Insane etc. 
SC 
S:C 
SC 


This record indicates that Catherine (Cleveland) Wright was born in about 1798. 
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In the complaint dated January 28, 1851, in William E. Cleveland Equity Papers, 
Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 184, Catherine Wright was listed as a sister of 
Frances Wright and a widow: 


"Your Orators and Oratrices further show unto your Honors, That the surviving 
brothers and sisters of Fanny Wright are William E. Cleveland one of the 
administrators of the estate of James Wright deceased Jane Hix wife of Baylus - 
Hix the other administrator of the estate of James Wright deceased, Martha 
Wright widow, Catharine Wright widow, and the complainants Nancy wife of 
George Cleveland, Mary wife of John O:Neal, Lucinda wife of Benjamin 
Laughridge and Elizabeth wife of Thomas Cleveland." 


In his email dated December 6, 1997, William T. Clark enclosed a copy of a 
summons dated 1859 from the Court of Ordinary, Anderson District, South Carolina, 
which stated: 

"South Carolina ) 


Anderson District —_) In the Court of Ordinary 


To Robert Holland and wife Nancy. Robert Isbell and wife Lucinda. Oliver 
Wright. James Wright. James A. Clarke and wife Martha and to Robert Holland, 
Sarah Holland and Nancy Holland minor heirs of William W. and Julia Holland or 
to Guardian Ad Litem for the said minors Devisees of Larkin Wright Deceased 
Greetings - 


You are hereby Cited to appear in The Court of Ordinary for Anderson District at 
Anderson Court House on_s—stthe_——s§s«sdayof___—_—sineext. To represent your 
interests and receive your respective distributive Shares of the Estate of the said 
Larkin Wright decd. as final settlement of the same will be made on the above 
stated day. 


Given under my hand and seal this _ day of A. D. 1859 
Herbert Hammond O.A.D." 


This summons identifies the following children and grandchildren of Larkin Wright: 
1) Nancy (Wright) Holland, wife of Robert Holland, 
2) Lucinda (Wright) Isbell, wife of Robert Isbell, 
3) Oliver Wright, 
4) James Wright, 
5) Martha (Wright) Clarke, wife of James A. Clarke, 
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6) Julia (Wright) Holland, deceased wife of William W. Holland, and her 

minor children: 
a) Robert Holland, 
b) Sarah Holland, and 
C) Nancy Holland. 

In her letter dated June 30, 1983, Mrs. June Wright stated that Larkin Wright was 
born between 1775 and 1794 and most likely in 1790. 

In his letter dated December 26, 1987, Mr. Jimmy Lee Veal enclosed family 
group sheets which listed the late of birth of Larkin Wright in 1798 and that Catherine 
(Cleveland) Wright was born in Pendleton District, South Carolina. 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 
enclosed family group sheets which stated that 1840 Larkin Wright of Anderson District, 
South Carolina, was born in Georgia. 

From the evidence set forth above and additional evidence set forth below, the 
children of 1840 Larkin Wright of Anderson District, South Carolina, and Catherine 
(Cleveland) Wright were the following: 

1) Frances (Wright) Hix, born probably before 1826 at Anderson District, 
South Carolina, 

2) Julia Ann or M. or Mariah (Wright) Holland, born on December 18, 1818, 
at Anderson District, South Carolina, 

3) Nancy C. (Wright) Holland, born in about 1822 at Anderson District, South 
Carolina, 

4) Oliver H. Wright, born after May 10, 1820, and before May 10, 1827, or 
about 1823 at Anderson District, South Carolina, 

5) Lucinda E. |. (Wright) Isbell, born on January 20, 1824, at Anderson 
District, South Carolina, 

6) James A. R. Wright, also Known as Alexander R. |. Wright, born after May 
10, 1820, and before May 10, 1827, or about 1827 at Anderson District, South Carolina, 

1) Martha M. or Ann (Wright) Clarke, born after May 10, 1829, or about 1831 


at Anderson District, South Carolina, and 
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8) Catherine Wright, born after May 10, 1829, or about 1834 at Anderson 
District, South Carolina. 
a. Frances (Wright) Hix And Her Husband Milton Hix 
Frances (Wright) Hix was a child of 1840 Larkin Wright of 
Anderson District, South Carolina, and Catherine (Cleveland) Wright and probably their 
first child. (1779 John', 1801 Obediah’, 1840 Larkin*) 

In his letter dated December 26, 1987, Mr. Jimmy Lee Veal enclosed a copy of 
the will of Larkin Wright dated March 23, 1840, and probated on October 19, 1840, at 
Anderson District, South Carolina, W.B. B/111, which listed Frances Hix as one of his 
children: 


"In the Name of God Amen 
| Larkin Wright of the District of Anderson State of South Carolina.... 


| bequethe to my beloved daughter Francis Hix a negro woman named Kiz to be 

the property of said Francis during her natural life and after her death the said 

negro Kiz and her increase to be equally divided amonge the Children of the said 

Francis Hix | also bequathe her the said Francis all the property She has had 

heretofore given her... .” 

The family chart dated approximately May 10, 1841, in the James Wright Equity 
Papers, Pack 74-A, listed Frances as a child of Larkin Wright and as married to Milton 
Hix. 

The Amended Bill For Partition dated May 10, 1841, in the James Wright Equity 
Papers, Pack 74-A, also listed Frances (Wright) Hix as a child of Larkin Wright. 


",... That the said Larkin Wright died intestate as it is said and has left a widow 
Catherine Wright and eight children to wit Francis who has intermarried with 
Milton Hix... ." 


On May 7, 1841, Frances and Milton Hix acknowledged service of the subpoena 


in the partition suit: 
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"No. 1 
In Equity - Pickens 


We acknowledge the legal service of this subpoena & consent that the Lands in 
question of James Wright be sold or otherwise divided as the Court may order. 
May 7th 1841. 


Catharine Wright 
Milton Hix 

Frances Hix 

W. W. Holland 

T. M. Holland 
Robert Holland 
Nancey C. Holland" 

Frances (Wright) Hix had married Milton Hix before the acknowledgment of 
service of the subpoena on May 7, 1841, and if she was at least 16 years of age at the 
time of her marriage, her date of birth would be probably before 1826. 

In his letter dated December 26, 1987, Mr. Jimmy Lee Veal enclosed family 
group sheets which listed the place of birth of Frances (Wright) Hix as in Anderson 
District, South Carolina. 

b. Julia Ann Or M. Or Mariah (Wright) Holland, Her Husband 
William Wilson Holland, And Her Descendants 
Julia Ann M. or Mariah (Wright) Holland was a child of 1840 
Larkin Wright of Anderson District, South Carolina, and Catherine (Cleveland) Wright 
and probably their second child. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’, 1840 Larkin®) 

In his letter dated December 26, 1987, Mr. Jimmy Lee Veal enclosed a copy of 
the will of Larkin Wright dated March 23, 1840, and probated on October 19, 1840, at 
Anderson District, South Carolina, W.B. B/111, which listed Julia M. Holland as one of 


his children: 





"In the Name of God Amen 
| Larkin Wright of the District of Anderson State of South Carolina.... 


| also bequathe to my beloved daughter Julia M. Holland a negro girl named 


Mary also one mare bridle & Saddle worth one hundred dollars which she has 
already recv'd also one Cow & bed which She has also recived. .... : 
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The family chart dated approximately May 10, 1841, in the James Wright Equity 
Papers, Pack 74-A, listed Julia Ann a child of Larkin Wright and as married to Wm. W. 
Holland. 

The Amended Bill For Partition dated May 10, 1841, in the James Wright Equity 
Papers, Pack 74-A, also listed Julia Ann the same way: 

",... That the said Larkin Wright died intestate as it is said and has left a widow 

Catherine Wright and eight children to wit. . . . Julia Ann who was intermarried 

with William W. Holland... ." 

On May 7, 1841, W. W. Holland acknowledged service of the subpoena in the 
partition suit. Another acknowledgment was by "T. M. Holland", but this could be by 
"J. A. Holland." 

William W. Holland was also appointed the guardian ad litem for the minor 
children of Larkin Wright and Catherine (Cleveland) Wright: 

"South Carolina - Pickens District. 

The undersigned Minors being made parties to the Bill for Partition of the Lands 

of James Wright and over the age of fourteen years pray the Court to appoint 


William W. Holland to act as our Guardian ad Litem to take care your interests in 
this case - May 7th 1841. 


Oliver Wright 
Lucinda Wright 
James A. R. Wright 


| consent to act as Guardian. 


William W. Holland 


Petition for Guardian ad Litem 


On hearing the foregoing Petitions read together with the consent of the 
respective persons to accept the trust and being satisfied of their fitness 


It is ordered that W. W. Holland be appointed Guardian ad Litem for Oliver 


Wright, Lucinda Wright & James A. R. Wright and that Benjamin Magee be 
appointed Guardian ad Litem for M. M. Wright & Catherine Wright minor children 
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of Larkin Wright Decd in the case of Frances Wright v. Larkin Wright & al for 
Partition. 


Miles M. Norton 
C.E.P.D." 


On April 6, 1843, William W. Holland acknowledged receipt of the distributive 
shares of these minors and others of the proceeds of sale of James Wright's land in the 


partition suit: 


"Recd Pickens S.C. 6th April 1843 of Miles M. Norton Comr in Equity for this 
Dist. Sixty seven dollars & 33 cents in full for the shares of Catharine Wright, 
Robert Isbell, Oliver Wright, Benjamin McGee as Guardian for Martha & 
Catharine Wright. My own share & the share of Jas. Wright as my ward to the 
Real Estate of James Wright decd. also $2.68 cts to divide between Milton Hix & 
Robt. Holland a mistake having been made in paying them. 


William W. Holland" 


In the Bill For Partition And Relief dated March 5, 1849, in the William Cleveland 
Equity Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 184, Julia Ann (Wright) Holland 
was listed as then deceased leaving three minor children, Robert, Catherine, and 
Nancy: 


",... Heirs of Larkin Wright (who has departed this life since the death of the 
said James Wright) to wit his widow Catharine Wright and their eight children 
that is to say... . and the Heirs of Julia Holland who had been the wife of 
William Holland to wit the said Husband and three children Robert Catharine and 
Nancy minors... ." 


In his email dated December 6, 1997, William T. Clark enclosed a copy of a 
summons dated 1859 from the Court of Ordinary, Anderson District, South Carolina, 
which stated: 

"South Carolina ) 

Anderson District _) In the Court of Ordinary 


To.... Robert Holland, Sarah Holland and Nancy Holland minor heirs of William 
W. and Julia Holland or to Guardian Ad Litem for the said minors Devisees of 
Larkin Wright Deceased Greetings - 


You are hereby Cited to appear in The Court of Ordinary for Anderson District at 
Anderson Court House on the __ day of next. To represent your 
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interests and receive your respective distributive Shares of the Estate of the said 
Larkin Wright decd. as final settlement of the same will be made on the above 
stated day. 


Given under my hand and seal this _ day of A. D. 1859 
Herbert Hammond O.A.D." 


This summons identifies Julia (Wright) Holland as a child of Larkin Wright and her 
husband as William W. Holland, indicates that she had died before 1859, and identifies 
her children as follows: 

1) Robert Holland, 

2) Sarah Holland, and 

3) Nancy Holland. 

In her letter dated December 4, 1987, Jane (Carson) Milam stated that 
William W. Holland's middle name was Wilson. 

In his letter dated December 28, 1987, H. Travis Parker stated that William 
Wilson Holland was born on January 11, 1819, that he married first Julia Mariah 
Holland on December 28, 1838, that he married second Mary Scott on March 18, 1847, 
that he married third Cynthia Bivans on December 23, 1851, that he married fourth 
Katherine "Kitty" Eveline Cassadine, and that he died on December 31, 1892. » 

Mr. Parker also stated that Julia Mariah (Wright) Holland was born on December 18, 
1818, that she died on May 28, 1846, and that William Wilson Holland and Julia Marrah 
(Wright) Holland had the following children: 

1) Sarah Catharine Holland, born on October 22, 1841; 

2) Robert Monroe Holland, born on May 6, 1843; 

3) Nancy Elizabeth Holland, born on January 19, 1845; and 

4) Julia Mariah Holland, born May 8, 1846. 

I. oarah Catharine (Holland) Kidd And Her Husband 
James Madison Kidd 
Sarah Catharine (Holland) Kidd was a daughter of 
Julia Ann or M. or Mariah (Wright) Holland and William Wilson Holland. (1779 John’, 
1801 Obediah’, 1840 Larkin®, Julia Ann*) 
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In the Bill For Partition And Relief dated March 5, 1849, in the William Cleveland 
Equity Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 184, Julia Ann (Wright) Holland 
was listed as then deceased leaving three minor children, Robert, Catherine, and 
Nancy: 


".... Heirs of Larkin Wright (who has departed this life since the death of the 
said James Wright) to wit his widow Catharine Wright and their eight children 
that is to say .. . . and the Heirs of Julia Holland who had been the wife of 
William Holland to wit the said Husband and three children Robert Catharine and 
Nancy minors... ." 

In his email dated December 6, 1997, William T. Clark enclosed a copy of a 
summons dated 1859 from the Court of Ordinary, Anderson District, South Carolina, 
which stated: 

"South Carolina ) 

Anderson District _) In the Court of Ordinary 


To.... Robert Holland, Sarah Holland and Nancy Holland minor heirs of William 
W. and Julia Holland or to Guardian Ad Litem for the said minors Devisees of 
Larkin Wright Deceased Greetings - 


You are hereby Cited to appear in The Court of Ordinary for Anderson District at 
Anderson Court House on____—s the __ dayof___—sinext. _To represent your 
interests and receive your respective distributive Shares of the Estate of the said 
Larkin Wright decd. as final settlement of the same will be made on the above 
stated day. 


Given under my hand and seal this ___ day of A. D. 1859 
Herbert Hammond O.A.D." 


This summons identifies Sarah Holland as a minor child of Julia (Wright) Holland and 
William W. Holland. 

In his letter dated December 28, 1987, H. Travis Parker stated that Sarah 
Catharine Holland was a daughter of Julia Marrah (Wright) Holland and William Wilson 
Holland, was born on October 22, 1841, married James Madison Kidd on 
September 21, 1865, and died on November 19, 1884. 
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Il. Robert Monroe Holland 
Robert Monroe Holland was a son of Julia Ann or M. 
or Mariah (Wright) Holland and William Wilson Holland. (1779 John', 1801 Obediah’, 
1840 Larkin®, Julia Ann‘) 

In the Bill For Partition And Relief dated March 5, 1849, in the William Cleveland 
Equity Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 184, Julia Ann (Wright) Holland 
was listed as then deceased leaving three minor children, Robert, Catherine, and 
Nancy: 


".... Heirs of Larkin Wright (who has departed this life since the death of the 
said James Wright) to wit his widow Catharine Wright and their eight children 
that is to say... . and the Heirs of Julia Holland who had been the wife of 
William Holland to wit the said Husband and three children Robert Catharine and 
Nancy minors... ." 


In his email dated December 6, 1997, William T. Clark enclosed a copy of a 
summons dated 1859 from the Court of Ordinary, Anderson District, South Carolina, 


which stated: 


"South Carolina ) 
) In the Court of Ordinary 
Anderson District _) 


To.... Robert Holland, Sarah Holland and Nancy Holland minor heirs of William 
W. and Julia Holland or to Guardian Ad Litem for the said minors Devisees of 
Larkin Wright Deceased Greetings - 


You are hereby Cited to appear in The Court of Ordinary for Anderson District at 
Anderson Court House on the __ day of next. To represent your 
interests and receive your respective distributive Shares of the Estate of the said 
Larkin Wright decd. as final settlement of the same will be made on the above 
stated day. 
Given under my hand and seal this __ day of A. D. 1859 

Herbert Hammond O.A.D." 


This summons identifies Robert Holland as a minor child of Julia (Wright) Holland and 
William W. Holland. 
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In his letter dated December 28, 1987, H. Travis Parker stated that Robert 
Monroe Holland was a son of Julia Marrah (Wright) Holland and William Wilson 
Holland, was born on May 6, 1843, and died on May 18, 1862. 


lil. Nancy Elizabeth (Holland) Cornog And Her Husband 
William Lewis Cornog 
Nancy Elizabeth (Holland) Cornog was a daughter of 
Julia Ann or M. or Mariah (Wright) Holland and William Wilson Holland. (1779 John’, 
1801 Obediah’, 1840 Larkin®, Julia Ann‘) 

In the Bill For Partition And Relief dated March 5, 1849, in the William Cleveland 
Equity Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 184, Julia Ann (Wright) Holland 
was listed as then deceased leaving three minor children, Robert, Catherine, and 
Nancy: 


",... Heirs of Larkin Wright (who has departed this life since the death of the 
said James Wright) to wit his widow Catharine Wright and their eight children 
that is to say ... . and the Heirs of Julia Holland who had been the wife of 
William Holland to wit the said Husband and three children Robert Catharine and 
Nancy minors... ." 


In his email dated December 6, 1997, William T. Clark enclosed a copy of a 
summons dated 1859 from the Court of Ordinary, Anderson District, South Carolina, 


which stated: 


"South Carolina ) 
) In the Court of Ordinary 
Anderson District ) 


To.... Robert Holland, Sarah Holland and Nancy Holland minor heirs of William 
W. and Julia Holland or to Guardian Ad Litem for the said minors Devisees of 
Larkin Wright Deceased Greetings - 


You are hereby Cited to appear in The Court of Ordinary for Anderson District at 
Anderson Court House on___s the ____ dayof____—sinext. To represent your 
interests and receive your respective distributive Shares of the Estate of the said 
Larkin Wright decd. as final settlement of the same will be made on the above 
stated day. 

Given under my hand and seal this. dayof___—s_—« A. D. 1859 


Herbert Hammond O.A.D." 
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This summons identifies Nancy Holland as a minor child of Julia (Wright) Holland and 
William W. Holland. 

In his letter dated December 28, 1987, H. Travis Parker stated that Nancy 
Elizabeth Holland was a daughter of Julia Marrah (Wright) Holland and William Wilson 
Holland, was born on January 19, 1845, married William Lewis Cornog on January 26, 
1864, and died on August 1, 1876. 

Iv. Julia Mariah Holland 
Julia Mariah Holland was a daughter of Julia Ann or 
M. or Mariah (Wright) Holland and William Wilson Holland. (1779 John’, 1801 
Obediah?, 1840 Larkin®, Julia Ann‘) 

In his letter dated December 28, 1987, H. Travis Parker stated that Julia Mariah 
Holland was a daughter of Julia Marrah (Wright) Holland and William Wilson Holland, 
was born on May 8, 1846, and died on June 10, 1846. 

C. Nancy C. (Wright) Holland, Her Husband Robert Holland, 
And Her Descendants 
Nancy C. (Wright) Holland was a child of 1840 Larkin Wright 
of Anderson District, South Carolina, and Catherine (Cleveland) and probably their third 
child. (1779 John', 1801 Obediah’, 1840 Larkin®) 

In his letter dated December 26, 1987, Mr. Jimmy Lee Veal enclosed a copy of 
the will of Larkin Wright dated March 23, 1840, and probated on October 19, 1840, at 
Anderson District, South Carolina, W.B. B/111, which listed Nancy C. Wright as one of 
his children: 

"In the Name of God Amen 

| Larkin Wright of the District of Anderson State of South Carolina... . 

....l1 also bequathe to my beloved daughter Nancy C Wright one negro girl 

named Charety and one horse & Saddle worth one hundred dollars one bed & 


furniture one Cow & Calf... .” 


The family chart dated in approximately May 10, 1841, in the James Wright 
Equity Papers, Pack /4-A, listed Nancy as a child of Larkin Wright and as married to 
Robert Holland. 
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The Amended Bill For Partition dated May 10, 1841, in the same case also listed 


Nancy the same way: 

".... That the said Larkin Wright died intestate as it is said and has left a widow 

Catherine Wright and eight children to wit . . .. Nancy who has intermarried with 

Robert Holland... ." 

On May 7, 1841, Robert Holland and Nancy C. Holland acknowledged service of 
the subpoena in the partition suit. 

In the Bill For Partition And Relief dated March 5, 1849, in the William Cleveland 
Equity Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 184, "Nancy Holland wife of 
Robert Holland" was named as an heir of Larkin Wright. 

The 1850 Census for Franklin County, Georgia, listed Robert Holland with the 


following household on October 24, 1850: 





Value of 
Name Age Sex Color Occupation Real Estate 
Robert Holland 2/ M Farmer 900 
Nancy Holland 28 F 
Martha E. Holland 2 F 
Thomas L. Grand (7?) 23 M Farmer 
Place of Married Attended School Cannot Read Deaf Dumb 
Birth Within Year Within Year & Write Blind Insane etc. 
S Carolina 
S Carolina 
Georgia 


This record indicates that Nancy C. (Wright) Holland was born in about 1822 and that 
Robert Holland was born in about 1823. 

In his email dated December 6, 1997, William T. Clark enclosed a copy of a 
summons dated 1859 from the Court of Ordinary, Anderson District, South Carolina, 


which stated: 
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"South Carolina ) 
) In the Court of Ordinary 
Anderson District _) 


To Robert Holland and wife Nancy. .... Devisees of Larkin Wright Deceased 
Greetings - 


You are hereby Cited to appear in The Court of Ordinary for Anderson District at 
Anderson Court House on the __ dayof___— next. To represent your 
interests and receive your respective distributive Shares of the Estate of the said 
Larkin Wright decd. as final settlement of the same will be made on the above 
stated day. 





Given under my hand and seal this __ day of A. D. 1859 


Herbert Hammond O.A.D." 


This summons identifies Nancy (Wright) Holland as a child of Larkin Wright and her 
husband as Robert Holland. 

In his letter dated December 26, 1987, Mr. Jimmy Lee Veal enclosed family 
group sheets which listed the place of birth of Nancy (Wright) Holland as in Anderson 
District, South Carolina. 

In his letter dated December 28, 1987, Mr. H. Travis Parker stated that Robert 
Holland was born on January 18, 1822, and that he died on August 11, 1868. 

I. Martha E. Holland 
Martha E. Holland was a daughter of Nancy C. 
(Wright) Holland and Robert Holland. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’, 1840 Larkin’, 
Nancy C.*) 

The 1850 Census for Franklin County, Georgia, listed Martha E. Holland in the 
Robert Holland household on October 24, 1850, and her age as 2, indicating a date of 
birth in about 1848. | 

In his letter dated December 28, 1987, H. Travis Parker stated that Martha E. 
Holland was a daughter of Nancy C. (Wright) Holland and Robert Holland and was born 
in 1848. 
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il. Nancy J. Holland | 
Nancy J. Holland was a daughter of Nancy C. 


(Wright) Holland and Robert Holland. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’, 1840 Larkin’, 
Nancy C.‘) 

In his letter dated December 28, 1987, H. Travis Parker stated that Nancy J. 
Holland was a daughter of Nancy C. (Wright) Holland and Robert Holland and was born 
in 1850. 

lil. sarah J. Holland 
sarah J. Holland was a daughter of Nancy C. (Wright) 
Holland and Robert Holland. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, 1840 Larkin®, Nancy C.*) 

In his letter dated December 28, 1987, H. Travis Parker stated that Sarah J. 
Holland was a daughter of Nancy C. (Wright) Holland and Robert Holland and was born 
in 1853. 

d. Oliver H. Wright, His Wife Ellen Wright, And His 
Descendants 
Oliver H. Wright was a child of 1840 Larkin Wright of 
Anderson District, South Carolina, and Catherine (Cleveland) Wright and probably their 
fourth child. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’, 1840 Larkin®) | 

In his letter dated December 26, 1987, Mr. Jimmy Lee Veal enclosed a copy of 
the will of Larkin Wright dated March 23, 1840, and probated on October 19, 1840, at 
Anderson District, South Carolina, W.B. B/111, which listed Oliver H. Wright as one of 
his children: 

"In the Name of God Amen 

| Larkin Wright of the District of Anderson State of South Carolina... . 1! also 

bequeath to my two beloved Sons (viz) Oliver H. Wright and Alexander R | 


Wright all the surplus proceds that may arise from the labour of said hands on 
Said plantation annually after taking sufficentcy for the support of the said family. 


.... also bequeathe to my beloved Son Oliver H. Wright one negro boy named 


Elie one horse bridle and Saddle worth one hundred Dollars one bed & furniture 
one Cow & Calf... .” 
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The family chart dated approximately May 10, 1841, in the James Wright Equity 
Papers, Pack 74-A, listed Oliver C. Wright as a child of Larkin Wright and as aged 18, 
indicating a date of birth in approximately 1823. 

The Amended Bill For Partition dated May 10, 1841, in the same case also 
named Oliver C. Wright as a child of Larkin Wright and a minor over 14 years of age: 


".,.. That the said Larkin Wright died Intestate as it is said and has left a widow 
Catherine Wright and eight children to wit, Francis who has intermarried with 
Milton Hix Julia Ann who has intermarried with William W. Holland, Nancy who 
has intermarried with Robert Holland and Oliver C. Wright Lucinda Wright, 
James Wright, Martha M. Wright and Catherine Wright the last five being 

minors - the first named three of whom are over the age of fourteen each and 
each of the last two under the age of twelve, who are each entitled to a portion of 
the said Larkin Wrights Estate... ." 


On May 7, 1841, William W. Holland was appointed guardian ad litem for Oliver 
Wright in that partition suit: 

"South Carolina - Pickens District. 
The undersigned Minors being made parties to the Bill for Partition of the Lands 
of James Wright and over the age of fourteen years pray the Court to appoint 
William W. Holland to act as our Guardian ad Litem to take care your interests in 
this case - May 7th 1841. 

Oliver Wright 

Lucinda Wright 

James A. R. Wright 
| consent to act as Guardian. 


William W. Holland 


Petition for Guardian ad Litem 


On hearing the foregoing Petitions read together with the consent of the 
respective persons to accept the trust and being satisfied of their fitness 


It is ordered that W. W. Holland be appointed Guardian ad Litem for Oliver 


Wright, Lucinda Wright & James A. R. Wright and that Benjamin Magee be 
appointed Guardian ad Litem for M. M. Wright & Catherine Wright minor children 
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of Larkin Wright Decd in the case of Frances Wright v. Larkin Wright & al for 
Partition. 


Miles M. Norton 
C.E.P.D." 


Since Oliver Wright was under 21 years of age and over 14 years of age on May 10, 
1841, his date of birth would be between May 10, 1820, and May 10, 1827. 

On April 3, 1843, Oliver Wright authorized William W. Holland to collect the 
amount due to him from the partition suit: 


"M. M. Norton Commr for Pickens District 


Please pay to W. W. Holland the amount of money in your office arising from the 
sale of lands belonging to the Estate of James Wright deceased, to which each 
one of us would be entitled and this shall be your receipt. 


3rd April 1843 Catharine Wright 
Robert Isbell 
Oliver Wright 
Benjamin McGee 
Guardian for Martha & Katharine Wright 


Recd Pickens S.C. 6th April 1843 of Miles M. Norton Comr in Equity for this Dist. 
Sixty seven dollars & 33 cents in full for the shares of Catharine Wright, Robert 
Isbell, Oliver Wright, Benjamin McGee as Guardian for Martha & Catharine 
Wright. My own share & the share of Jas. Wright as my ward to the Real Estate 
of James Wright decd. also $2.68 cts to divide between Milton Hix & Robt. 
Holland a mistake having been made in paying them. 


William W. Holland" 


The 1850 Census for Anderson District, South Carolina, listed Oliver H. Wright 
with the following household on August 14, 1850: 








Value of 
Name Age Sex Color Occupation Real Estate 
Oliver H. Wright 26 M Farmer 1500 
Ellen Wright — 21 FF 
Mary A. J. Wright 8/12 F 
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Place of Married Attended School Cannot Read Deaf Dumb 
Birth Within Year Within Year & Write Blind Insane etc. 


SC 

lreland 

SC 
This record indicates that Oliver H. Wright was born in about 1824 and that Ellen ( ) 
Wright was born in about 1829. 

In his email dated December 6, 1997, William T. Clark enclosed a copy of a 
summons dated 1859 from the Court of Ordinary, Anderson District, South Carolina, 
which stated: 


"South Carolina ) 
) In the Court of Ordinary 
Anderson District _) 


To.... Oliver Wright..... Devisees of Larkin Wright Deceased Greetings - 


You are hereby Cited to appear in The Court of Ordinary for Anderson District at 
Anderson Court House on___—s the _ dayof___—_—sineext.. To represent your 
interests and receive your respective distributive Shares of the Estate of the said 
Larkin Wright decd. as final settlement of the same will be made on the above 
stated day. 


Given under my hand and seal this ___ day of A. D. 1859 
Herbert Hammond O.A.D." 


This summons identifies Oliver Wright as a child of Larkin Wright. 

In this letter dated December 26, 1987, Mr. Jimmy Lee Veal enclosed family 
group sheets which listed the place of birth of Oliver H. Wright as in Anderson District, 
south Carolina. 

I. Mary A. J. Wright 
Mary A. J. Wright was a daughter of Oliver H. Wright 
and Ellen (___) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’, 1840 Larkin’, Oliver H.*) 

The 1850 Census for Anderson District, South Carolina, listed Mary A. J. Wright 
in the Oliver H. Wright household on August 14, 1850, and her age as 8/12 and born in 
south Carolina, indicating a date of birth in about 1850. 
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e. Lucinda E. |. (Wright) Isbell, Her Husband Robert Isbell, Jr. 
And Her Descendants 
Lucinda E. |. (Wright) Isbell was a child of 1840 Larkin 
Wright of Anderson District, South Carolina, and Catherine (Cleveland) Wright and 
probably their fifth child. (1779 John', 1801 Obediah?, 1840 Larkin*) 

In his letter dated December 26, 1987, Mr. Jimmy Lee Veal enclosed a copy of 
the will of Larkin Wright dated March 23, 1840, and probated on October 19, 1840, at 
Anderson District, South Carolina, W.B. B/111, which listed Lucinda E. |. Wright as one 
of his children: 

"In the Name of God Amen 

| Larkin Wright of the District of Anderson State of South Carolina... .1 also 

bequathe to my beloved daughter Lucinda E. I. Wright one negro girl named 

Modesty one horse bridle and Saddle worth one hundred dollars and one bed & 

furniture one Cow and Calf..... “ 

The family chart dated approximately May 10, 1841, in James Wright Equity 
Papers, Pack 74-A, listed Lucinda Wright as a child of Larkin Wright and aged 16, 
indicating a date of birth in approximately 1825. 

The Amended Bill For Partition dated May 10, 1841, in the same case also listed 
Lucinda as a child of Larkin and a minor over 14: 


",... That the said Larkin Wright died Intestate as it is said and has left a widow 
Catherine Wright and eight children to wit, Francis who has intermarried with 
Milton Hix Julia Ann who has intermarried with William W. Holland, Nancy who 
has intermarried with Robert Holland and Oliver C. Wright Lucinda Wright, 
James Wright, Martha M. Wright and Catherine Wright the last five being 

minors - the first named three of whom are over the age of fourteen each and 
each of the last two under the age of twelve, who are each entitled to a portion of 
the said Larkin Wrights Estate... ." 


On May 7, 1841, William W. Holland was appointed guardian ad litem for 
Lucinda Wright in that partition suit: 


"South Carolina - Pickens District. 


The undersigned Minors being made parties to the Bill for Partition of the Lands 
of James Wright and over the age of fourteen years pray the Court to appoint 
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William W. Holland to act as our Guardian ad Litem to take care your interests in 
this case - May 7th 1841. 


Oliver Wright 
Lucinda Wright 
James A. R. Wright 


| consent to act as Guardian. 


William W. Holland 


Petition for Guardian ad Litem 


On hearing the foregoing Petitions read together with the consent of the 
respective persons to accept the trust and being satisfied of their fitness. 


It is ordered that W. W. Holland be appointed Guardian ad Litem for Oliver 
Wright, Lucinda Wright & James A. R. Wright and that Benjamin Magee be 
appointed Guardian ad Litem for M. M. Wright & Catherine Wright minor children 
of Larkin Wright Decd in the case of Frances Wright v. Larkin Wright & al for 
Partition. 


Miles M. Norton 

C.E:P:De 
Since Lucinda was under 21 years of age and over 14 years of age on May 10, 1841, 
her date of birth would be between May 10, 1820, and May 7, 1827. 

In the Bill For Partition And Relief dated March 5, 1849, in the William Cleveland 
Equity Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 184, Lucinda Wright was named 
as an affected party and identified as the wife of Robert Isbell: 

",... Heirs of Larkin Wright (who has departed this life since the death of the 

said James Wright) to wit his widow Catharine Wright and their eight children 

that is to say... . . Lucinda Isbell wife of Robert Isbell Oliver Wright... ." 
These two records clearly indicate the marriage of Lucinda Wright and Robert Isbell 
sometime between May 7, 1841, and March 5, 1849. 

In his email dated December 6, 1997, William T. Clark enclosed a copy of a 

summons dated 1859 from the Court of Ordinary, Anderson District, South Carolina, 


which stated: 
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"South Carolina ) 


) In the Court of Ordinary 
Anderson District _ ) 


To.... Robert Isbell and wife Lucinda. .... Devisees of Larkin Wright 
Deceased Greetings - 


You are hereby Cited to appear in The Court of Ordinary for Anderson District at 
Anderson Court House ons tthe __ dayof__—_—sinext. To represent your 
interests and receive your respective distributive Shares of the Estate of the said 
Larkin Wright decd. as final settlement of the same will be made on the above 
stated day. | 


Given under my hand and seal this ___ day of A. D. 1859 


Herbert Hammond O.A.D." 


This summons identifies Lucinda (Wright) Isbell as a child of Larkin Wright and her 
husband as Robert Isbell. 

In his letter dated December 26, 1987, Mr. Jimmy Lee Veal enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Lucinda E. Wright was born on January 20, 1824, at 
Anderson District, South Carolina, that she married Robert Isbell, Jr., on December 24, 
1840, that she died on March 24, 1861, at Fairplay, South Carolina, that Robert Isbell, 
Jr., was born on April 14, 1820, at Fairplay, South Carolina, that he died on January 22, 
1863, at Richmond, Virginia, and that their children were as follows: 

1) Julia Marie Isbell, born November 22, 1842, 

2) William John Isbell, born circa 1845, 

3) sarah C. Isbell, born circa 1846, 

4) James R. Isbell, born October 25, 1847, 

5) Martha Jane Isbell, born June 9, 1849, 

6) Frances F. "Jo" Isbell, born circa 1850, 

7) Nancy C. Isbell, born June 1853, 

8) Oliver Frank Isbell, born on April 6, 1854, 

9) Mary Elizabeth Isbell, born September 18, 1858(7), 

10) Monroe H. Isbell, born April 1858, and 

11)  Wryly J. Isbell, born June 1860. 
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In his letter dated December 7, 1997, William T. Clark enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that Lucinda Wright was a daughter of Larkin Wright and Catherine 
(Cleveland) Wright, was born on January 20, 1824, at South Carolina, married Robert 
Isbell, Jr., on December 24, 1840, at South Carolina, died on March 24, 1861, at 
Oconee County, South Carolina, and was buried at Beaverdam Baptist Church 
Cemetery, Fair Play, Oconee County, South Carolina, that Robert Isbell, Jr., resided in 
1850 at Habersham County, Georgia, resided on July 31, 1860, at Pickens District, 
South Carolina, was a farmer with property valued at $1375, enlisted in Company E, 4th 
Regiment of South Carolina Infantry on April 14, 1861, which company was disbanded 
in 1862, was a member of Company B, Palmetto Sharpshooters, died of typhoid fever 
in Richmond, Virginia, and was buried there, and was known as "Black Haired Bob 
Isbell" to distinguish him from his cousin "Red Haired Bob Isbell", and that Lucinda 
(Wright) Isbell and Robert Isbell, Jr., had the following children: 

1) Julia Marie (Isbell) (Marett) Sullivan, born on November 22, 1842, at 
Pickens District, South Carolina, 

2) William John Isbell, born in 1845 at Pickens District, South Carolina, 

3) Sarah C. Isbell, born in 1846 at Fair Play, Pickens District, South Carolina, 

4) James Robert Isbell, born on October 25, 1847, 

3) Martha Jane Isbell, born on June 9, 1849, at Murray County, Georgia, 

6) Joanna (Isbell) Clark, born on October 28, 1851, at South Carolina, 

7) Nancy Cleveland Isbell, born in June 1852 at Fair Play, Pickens District, 
south Carolina, 

8) Oliver Frank Isbell, born on April 6, 1854, probably at Habersham County, 
Georgia, 

9) Mary Elizabeth Isbell, born on September 18, 1856, 

10) Monroe Harrison Isbell, born on April 24, 1858, at Fair Play, Pickens 
District, South Carolina, 

11) Wiley H. Isbell, born in June 1860 at Fair Play, Pickens District, South 
Carolina. 
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I. Julia Marie (Isbell) (Maret or Marett) Sullivan, Her 
Husbands William G. Maret Or Marett And John L. 


Sullivan, And Her Descendants 





Julia Marie (Isbell) (Maret or Marett) Sullivan was a 
daughter of Lucinda E. |. (Wright) Isbell and Robert Isbell, Jr. (1779 John’, 1801 
Obediah’, 1840 Larkin*, Lucinda’) 

In his letter dated December 26, 1987, Mr. Jimmy Lee Veal enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Julia Marie Isbell was a daughter of Lucinda E. I. 
(Wright) Isbell and Robert Isbell, Jr., was born on November 22, 1842, near Fairplay, 
Pickens District, South Carolina, married first William G. Maret on February 9, 1860, at 
Pickens District, South Carolina, married second John L. Sullivan before 1870 probably 
at Oconee County, South Carolina, died on August 23, 1906, at Royston, Franklin 
County, Georgia, and was buried at Rice Creek Cemetery, Royston, Franklin County, 
Georgia, that William G. Maret was born about 1838 at Pickens District, South Carolina, 
and died before 1870, that John L. Sullivan died about 1887 and was buried possibly at 
Old Center, Oakway, Oconee County, South Carolina, that Julia Marie (Isbell) Maret 
and William G. Maret had the following children: 

1) Leuseney(?) or Lucinda Maret, born in 1861 near Fairplay, Pickens 
District, South Carolina, and 

2) William Maret, born in 1864 at Fairplay, Pickens District, South Carolina, 
and 
that Julia Marie (Isbell) (Maret) Sullivan and John L. Sullivan had the following children: 

1) Walter Sullivan, born in 1871 at Oconee County, South Carolina, 

2) Tallulah Sullivan, born in 1873 at Oconee County, South Carolina, and 

3) Catherine Wright (Sullivan) Veal, born on February 22, 1883, at Fairplay, 
Oconee County, South Carolina. 

In his letter dated December 7, 1997, William T. Clark enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that Julie Marie Isbell was a daughter of Lucinda (Wright) Isbell 
and Robert Isbell, Jr., was born on November 22, 1842, at Pickens District, South 
Carolina, married first William G. Marett on February 9, 1860, at Fair Play, Pickens 
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District, South Carolina, married second John L. Sullivan, resided in 1880 at Occonee 
County, Georgia, resided in 1900 at Royston, Georgia, with her sister Catherine 
(Sullivan) Veal, died on August 23, 1906, at Royston, Georgia, and was buried at Rice 
Creek Baptist Church, that William G. Marett died about 1864, that John L. Sullivan was 
buried near Oakway, near Anderson, Anderson County, Georgia, and that Julie Marie 
(Isbell) Marett and William G. Marett had the following children: 

1) Lucinda or Leusendy Marett, born in 1861, 

2) Eugenia M. Marett, born in 1861 at Fair Play, Pickens District, South, 
Carolina, and 

3) William Marett, born in 1864 at Fair Play, Pickens District, South Carolina, 
and 
that Julia Marie (Isbell) (Marett) Sullivan and John L. Sullivan had the following children: 

1) Walter Sullivan, born in 1871 at Fair Play, Oconee County, South 
Carolina, 

2) Tallulah (Sullivan) Vickery, born in 1873, 

3) Catherine Wright (Sullivan) Veal, born on February 22, 1883, at Fair Play, 
Oconee County, South Carolina. 

Mr. Clark further stated that William G. Marett "was in some sort of service and 
when Willie was three weeks old Julia and his father Joberry with some others went to 
see him. At Knox's bridge, an old wood bridge across the Savannah River they met his 
funeral procession coming. Julia stayed with Joberry as long as he lived and supported 
the children by weaving cloth, etc. and then married John L. Sullivan." 

li. William John Isbell 
William John Isbell was a son of Lucinda E. I. 
(Wright) Isbell and Robert Isbell, Jr. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’, 1840 Larkin’, 
Lucinda‘) 

In his letter dated December 26, 1987, Mr. Jimmy Lee Veal enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that William John Isbell was a son of Lucinda E. |. (Wright) 
Isbell and Robert Isbell, Jr., was born in about 1845 at South Carolina and died on 
June 30, 1862. 
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In his letter dated December 7, 1997, William T. Clark enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that William John Isbell was a son of Lucinda (Wright) Isbell and 
Robert Isbell, Jr., was born in 1845 at Pickens District, South Carolina, enlisted on 
April 14, 1861, at Fair Play, Pickens District, South Carolina, in Captain Kirkpatric's 
Company E, 4th South Carolina Infantry, for one year, re-enlisted as a private in the 
Palmetto Sharpshooters, died on June 30, 1862, at the Battle of Frazier’s Farm, near 
Richmond, Virginia, and was buried on the battlefield. 

lil. sarah C. (Isbell) Carnes, Her Husband George 


Carnes, And Her Descendants 





Sarah C. (Isbell) Carnes was a daughter of Lucinda 
E. |. (Wright) Isbell and Robert Isbell, Jr. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’, 1840 Larkin’, 
Lucinda’) 

In his letter dated December 26, 1987, Mr. Jimmy Lee Veal enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Sarah C. Isbell was a daughter of Lucinda E. |. (Wright) 
Isbell and Robert Isbell, Jr., was born in about 1846 at South Carolina, and married 
possibly George Carnes. 

In his letter dated December 7, 1997, William T. Clark enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that Sarah C. Isbell was a daughter of Lucinda (Wright) Isbell and 
Robert Isbell, Jr., was born in 1846 at Fair Play, Pickens District, South Carolina, 
married George Carnes, and died at Carnesville, Georgia, and that Sarah C. (Isbell) 
Carnes and George Carnes had the following children: 

1) Samuel Carnes, born in about 1860, 

2) James Carnes, born about 1862, 

3) Curry Carnes, born about 1863, 

4) Harry Carnes, born about 1864, 

5) Will Carnes, born about 1865, 

6) Demos Carnes, born about 1867, and 

7) Clifford Carnes, born about 1870. 
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IV. James Robert Isbell, His Wife Margaret Or Martha 
Jane (Spearman) Isbell, And His Descendants 


James Robert Isbell was a son of Lucinda E. I. 
(Wright) Isbell and Robert Isbell, Jr. (1779 John', 1801 Obediah’, 1840 Larkin’, 
Lucinda’) 

In his letter dated December 26, 1987, Mr. Jimmy Lee Veal enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that James R. Isbell was a son of Lucinda E. |. (Wright) 
Isbell and Robert Isbell, Jr., was born on October 25, 1847, at South Carolina, married 
died on March 12, 1929, and was buried at Old Silverbrook Cemetery, 


Anderson County, South Carolina. 





Margaret 


In his letter dated December 7, 1997, William T. Clark enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that James Robert Isbell was a son of Lucinda (Wright) Isbell and 
Robert Isbell, Jr., was born on October 25, 1847, was a large and handsome man 
whose hair became snow white as he aged, married first. = ~—_—«, married second 
Martha Jane Spearman, entered the military on August 16, 1864, in Company A, 2nd 
Georgia Militia, was discharged on May 16, 1865, at Milledgeville, Georgia, was a brick 
mason, died on March 12, 1929, at Anderson, Anderson County, South Carolina, and 
was buried at Old Silverbrook Cemetery, Anderson, Anderson County, South Carolina, 
and that James Robert Isbell and Martha Jane (Spearman) Isbell had the following 
child: 

1) Ethel Isbell, born about 1873. 

V. Martha Jane (Isbell) McDonald, Her Husband Nelson 


Carr McDonald, And Her Descendants 





Martha Jane (Isbell) McDonald was a daughter of 
Lucinda E. |. (Wright) Isbell and Robert Isbell, Jr. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, 1840 
Larkin®, Lucinda‘) 
In his letter dated December 26, 1987, Mr. Jimmy Lee Veal enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Martha Jane Isbell was a daughter of Lucinda E. I. 
(Wright) Isbell and Robert Isbell, Jr., was born on June 9, 1849, at South Carolina, 
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married Nelson Carr McDonald on February 5, 1873, died on May 23, 1925, and was 
buried at Richland, South Carolina. 

In his letter dated December 7, 1997, William T. Clark enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that Martha Jane Isbell was a daughter of Lucinda (Wright) Isbell 
and Robert Isbell, Jr., was born on June 9, 1849, at Murray County, Georgia, married 
Nelson Carr McDonald on February 5, 1874, died on may 23, 1925, at Richland, South 
Carolina, and was buried at Rock Springs Church, Oconee County, South Carolina, and 
that Martha Jane (Isbell) McDonald and Nelson Carr McDonald had the following 
children: 

1) Fannie Estelle McDonald, 

2) Mamie Victoria McDonald, 

3) Lucy Salina McDonald, and 

4) Robert Duffie McDonald, born on April 3, 1878. 


Vi. Frances F. Or E., Later Known As Joanna "Jo" (Isbell) 
Clark, Her Husband Zachariah T. Clark, Later Known 


As Lafayette F. Clark, And Her Descendants 

Frances F. or E., later known as Joanna "Jo" (Isbell) 
Clark was a daughter of Lucinda E. |. (Wright) Isbell and Robert Isbell, Jr. (1779 John’, 
1801 Obediah’, 1840 Larkin®, Lucinda‘) 


In his letter dated December 26, 1987, Mr. Jimmy Lee Veal enclosed family 





group sheets which stated that Frances F. "Jo" Isbell was a daughter of Lucinda E. I. 
(Wright) Isbell and Robert Isbell, Jr., and was born in about 1850 at South Carolina. 

In his letter dated December 7, 1997, William T. Clark enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that Frances E., later known as Joanna, Isbell was a daughter of 
Lucinda (Wright) Isbell and Robert Isbell, Jr., was born on October 28, 1851, at South 
Carolina, married Zachariah T., later known as Lafayette F. Clark, in 1868 at South 
Carolina, changed her name to Joanna Clark, died on December 12, 1922, at Dalton, 
Whitfield County, Georgia, and was buried at Antioch Baptist Church Cemetery, that 
Zachariah T. Clark was born in 1847, served in 1864 in Company K, 1st South Carolina 


Coast Infantry, was a Asheville, North Carolina, on special services, left for Texas the 
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day he returned to South Carolina, changed his name to Lafayette F. Clark, resided 
before August 1879 at Murray County, Georgia, resided after April 1892 at Whitfield 
County, Georgia, resided in 1900 and 1910 Dalton District, Whitfield County, Georgia, 
and died in 1919 in the pneumonia epidemic, and that Joanna (Isbell) Clark and 
Lafayette F. Clark had the following children: 
1) Ellina "Elma" (Clark) Hix, born in August 1879 at Texas, 
2) Walter L. Clark, born in 1881 at Texas, 
3) Ethel T. (Clark) Ogletree, born in June 1882 at Georgia, 
4) Henry Clifton Clark, born on August 14, 1889, at Murray County, Georgia, 
5) William Arthur Clark, born on April 14, 1892, at Springplace, Murray 
County, Georgia, 
6) Josie C. Clark, born in 1901 at Dalton, Whitfield County, Georgia, and 
7) ___ Clark. 
vil. | Nancy Cleveland (Isbell) Martin, Her Husband John 
A. Martin, And Her Descendants 
Nancy Cleveland (Isbell) Martin was a daughter of 
Lucinda E. |. (Wright) Isbell and Robert Isbell, Jr. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’, 1840 
Larkin’, Lucinda‘) 


In his letter dated December 26, 1987, Mr. Jimmy Lee Veal enclosed family 





group sheets which stated that Nancy C. Isbell was a daughter of Lucinda E. |. (Wright) 
Isbell and Robert Isbell, Jr., was born in June 1852 at South Carolina, married John A. 
Martin, died in 1941, and was buried at Timber Ridge, Hall County, Georgia. 

In his letter dated December 7, 1997, William T. Clark enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that Nancy Cleveland Isbell was a daughter of Lucinda (Wright) 
Isbell and Robert Isbell, Jr., was born in June 1852 at Fair Play, Pickens District, South 
Carolina, married John Martin, died about 1948, and was buried at Timber Ridge 
Cemetery, Lula, Hall County, Georgia, and that Nancy Cleveland (Isbell) Martin and 
John Martin had the following children: 

1) Alfred Martin, born about 1880, 

2) Monroe Martin, born about 1881, 
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3) Corbett Martin, born in 1898, 

4) Boone Martin, born about 1885, 

5) Walter Martin, born about 1887, 

6) Vanners Martin, born about 1889, 
7) Wilburn Martin, born about 1890, 

8) Ella Martin, born about 1892, 

9) Lula Martin, born about 1894, 

10) Emma Martin, born about 1895, and 
11) Cora Martin, born about 1896. 


vill. Oliver Frank Isbell, His Wives Mary Pope (Ogilvie) 
Isbell And Mollie (Parker) Isbell, And His 


Descendants 
Oliver Frank Isbell was a son of Lucinda E. |. (Wright) 
Isbell and Robert Isbell, Jr. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’, 1840 Larkin*, Lucinda’) 

In his letter dated December 26, 1987, Mr. Jimmy Lee Veal enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Oliver Frank Isbell was a son of Lucinda E. I. (Wright) 
Isbell and Robert Isbell, Jr., was born on April 6, 1854, at South Carolina, married Mary 
Pope Ogilvie on December 13, 1876, died on December 2, 1924, and was buried at 
Fairplay, South Carolina. 

In his letter dated December 7, 1997, William T. Clark enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that Oliver Frank Isbell was a son of Lucinda (Wright) Isbell and 
Robert Isbell, Jr., was born on April 6, 1854, probably at Habersham County, Georgia, 
married first Mary Pope Ogilvie on December 13, 1876, at Richland, South Carolina, 
was a farmer and operated a saw mill, was a member of Shoal Creek Baptist Church at 
Parker Town, Hart County, Georgia, was a member of Beaverdam Baptist Church, Fair 
Play, Oconee County, Georgia, married second Mollie Parker in about 1913 at 
Anderson County, South Carolina, died on December 2, 1924, at Anderson, Anderson 
County, South Carolina, and was buried at Beaverdam Baptist Church, Fair Play, 


Oconee County, South Carolina, that Mollie (Parker) Isbell was born on May 28, 1853, 


0099E(070406) 865. 


and died on June 8, 1929, and that Oliver Frank Isbell and Mary Pope (Ogilvie) Isbell 
had the following children: 

1) Alice Gertrude Isbell, born on January 11, 1880, 

2) Susanna Blanche R. (Isbell) Isbell, born on December 18, 1882, 

3) Lula Belle (Isbell) Burris, born on January 28, 1886, at Oconee County, 
south Carolina, 

4) Mattie Zelma (Isbell) Young, born on May 28, 1888, at Richland, Oconee 
County, South Carolina, | 

5) Alexander Clyde Isbell, born on march 2, 1893, at Richland, Oconee 
County, South Carolina, 

6) Robert Tom Isbell, born on February 12, 1896, at Oconee County, South 
Carolina, | 

T) John Frank Isbell, born on December 5, 1898, at Richland, Oconee 
County, South Carolina, and 

8) Henry Pope Isbell, born on July 29, 1901. 

IX. Mary Elizabeth (Isbell) Reid And Her Husband John 
Reid 
Mary Elizabeth (Isbell) Reid was a daughter of 
Lucinda E. |. (Wright) Isbell and Robert Isbell, Jr. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, 1840 
Larkin’, Lucinda‘) 

In his letter dated December 26, 1987, Mr. Jimmy Lee Veal enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Mary Elizabeth Isbell was a daughter of Lucinda E. I. 
(Wright) Isbell and Robert Isbell, Jr., was born on possibly September 18, 1858, at 
South Carolina, married John Reid, and died on May 1, 1935. 

In his letter dated December 7, 1997, William T. Clark enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that Mary Elizabeth Isbell was a daughter of Lucinda (Wright) Isbell 
and Robert Isbell, Jr., was born on September 18, 1856, married John T. Reid, died on 
May 2, 1935, at Anderson, Anderson County, South Carolina, and was buried at Old 


Silverbrook Cemetery, Anderson, Anderson County, South Carolina. 
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x. Monroe Harrison Isbell, His Wife Mary Elizabeth 
(Fennell) Isbell, And His Descendants 


Monroe Harrison Isbell was a son of Lucinda E. I. 
(Wright) Isbell and Robert Isbell, Jr. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, 1840 Larkin’, 
Lucinda’) 

In his letter dated December 26, 1987, Mr. Jimmy Lee Veal enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Monroe H. Isbell was a son of Lucinda E. |. (Wright) 
Isbell and Robert Isbell, Jr., was born in April 1858 at South Carolina, married Mary E. 
Fennell, and died on June 17, 1921. 

In his letter dated December 7, 1997, William T. Clark enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that Monroe Harrison Isbell was a son of Lucinda (Wright) Isbell 
and Robert Isbell, Jr., was born on April 24, 1858, at Fair Play, Pickens District, South 
Carolina, married Mary Elizabeth Fennell on November 26, 1916, at Oconee County, 
South Carolina, resided in 1900 at Oconee County, South Carolina, and died on June 
25, 1916, at McRae, Telfair County, Georgia, and that Monroe Harrison Isbell and Mary 
Elizabeth (Fennell) Isbell had the following children: 

1) Mamie G. Isbell, born in January 1883, 

2) Annie H. Isbell, born in May 1885, 

3) Mattie L. Isbell, born in January 1888, and 

4) Robert S. Isbell, born in December 1892. 

Xi. Wyly J. Or Wiley H. Isbell 
Wyly J. or Wiley H. Isbell was a son of Lucinda E. I. 
(Wright) Isbell and Robert Isbell, Jr. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah*, 1840 Larkin’, 
Lucinda‘) 

In his letter dated December 26, 1987, Mr. Jimmy Lee Veal enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Wyly J. Isbell was a son of Lucinda E. |. (Wright) Isbell 
and Robert Isbell, Jr., was born in June 1860 at South Carolina and died in 1861 at 
Fairplay, South Carolina. 

In his letter dated December 7, 1997, William T. Clark enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that Wiley H. Isbell was a son of Lucinda (Wright) Isbell and Robert 
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Isbell, Jr., was born in June 1860 at Fair Play, Pickens District, South Carolina, and 
died in 1861 at Fair Play, Pickens District, South Carolina. 
f. James A. R. Wright, Also Known As Alexander R. |. Wright 
James A. R. Wright, also known as Alexander R. |. Wright, 
was a son of 1840 Larkin Wright of Anderson District, South Carolina, and Catherine 
(Cleveland) Wright and probably their sixth child. (1779 John', 1801 Obediah’, 1840 
Larkin®) 

In his letter dated December 26, 1987, Mr. Jimmy Lee Veal enclosed a copy of 
the will of Larkin Wright dated March 23, 1840, and probated on October 19, 1840, at 
Anderson District, South Carolina, W.B. B/111, which listed Alexander R. |. Wright as 
one of his children: 

"In the Name of God Amen 

| Larkin Wright of the District of Anderson State of South Carolina ....1 also 

bequeath to my two beloved Sons (viz) Oliver H. Wright and Alexander R | 


Wright all the surplus proceds that may arise from the labour of said hands on 
Said plantation annually after taking sufficentcy for the support of the said family. 


....l1 also bequeathe to my beloved Son Alexander R. |. Wright one negro boy 
named Coly one horse bridle and Saddle worth one hundred dollars one bed & 
furniture one Cow & Calf... .” 


The family chart dated approximately May 10, 1841, in the James Wright Equity 
Papers, Pack /74-A, listed James Wright as a son of Larkin Wright and as aged 14, 
indicating a date of birth in approximately 1827. 

The Amended Bill For Partition dated May 10, 1841, in the same case also listed 
James Wright as a child of Larkin Wright and a minor over 14 years of age: 


".... That the said Larkin Wright died Intestate as it is said and has left a widow 
Catherine Wright and eight children to wit, Francis who has intermarried with 
Milton Hix Julia Ann who has intermarried with William W. Holland, Nancy who 
has intermarried with Robert Holland and Oliver C. Wright Lucinda Wright, 
James Wright, Martha M. Wright and Catherine Wright the last five being 

minors - the first named three of whom are over the age of fourteen each and 
each of the last two under the age of twelve, who are each entitled to a portion of 
the said Larkin Wrights Estate... ." 
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On May 7, 1841, William W. Holland was appointed guardian ad litem for James 
A. R. Wright in that partition suit: 

"South Carolina - Pickens District. 

The undersigned Minors being made parties to the Bill for Partition of the Lands 

of James Wright and over the age of fourteen years pray the Court to appoint 


William W. Holland to act as our Guardian ad Litem to take care your interests in 
this case - May 7th 1841. 


Oliver Wright 
Lucinda Wright 
James A. R. Wright 


| consent to act as Guardian. 


William W. Holland 


Petition for Guardian ad Litem 


On hearing the foregoing Petitions read together with the consent of the 
respective persons to accept the trust and being satisfied of their fitness 


It is ordered that W. W. Holland be appointed Guardian ad Litem for Oliver 
Wright, Lucinda Wright & James A. R. Wright and that Benjamin Magee be 
appointed Guardian ad Litem for M. M. Wright & Catherine Wright minor children 
of Larkin Wright Decd in the case of Frances Wright v. Larkin Wright & al for 
Partition. 


Miles M. Norton 
C.E.P.D-" 
James Wright was also named as an heir of Larkin Wright in the Bill For Partition 
And Relief dated March 5, 1849, in the William Cleveland Equity Papers, Pickens 
District, South Carolina, Pack 184: 


",... Heirs of Larkin Wright (who has departed this life since the death of the 
said James Wright) to wit his widow Catharine Wright and their eight children 
that is to say... . James Wright, ... ." | 


The will of Larkin Wright listed his son as Alexander R. |. (J?) Wright, and the "A” 
in James A. R. probably stood for Alexander. 
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In his email dated December 6, 1997, William T. Clark enclosed a copy of a 
summons dated 1859 from the Court of Ordinary, Anderson District, South Carolina, 
which stated: 

"South Carolina ) 

Anderson District —_) In the Court of Ordinary 


To....James Wright..... Devisees of Larkin Wright Deceased Greetings - 


You are hereby Cited to appear in The Court of Ordinary for Anderson District at 
Anderson Court House on__sthe_——s§s day of ___ next. To represent your 
interests and receive your respective distributive Shares of the Estate of the said 
Larkin Wright decd. as final settlement of the same will be made on the above 
stated day. 


Given under my hand and seal this __ day of A. D. 1859 
Herbert Hammond O.A.D." 


This summons identifies James Wright as a child of Larkin Wright. 

In his letter dated December 26, 1987, Mr. Jimmy Lee Veal enclosed family 
group sheets which listed the place of birth of Alexander R. |. Wright as in Anderson 
District, South Carolina. 

g. Martha M. Or Ann (Wright) Clarke And Her Husband James 
A. Clarke 
Martha M. or Ann (Wright) Clarke was a daughter of 1840 
Larkin Wright of Anderson District, South Carolina, and Catherine (Cleveland) Wright 
and probably their seventh child. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’, 1840 Larkin’) 

In his letter dated December 26, 1987, Mr. Jimmy Lee Veal enclosed a copy of 
the will of Larkin Wright dated March 23, 1840, and probated on October 19, 1840, at 
Anderson District, South Carolina, W.B. B/111, which listed Mary Ann Wright as one of 
his children: 

"In the Name of God Amen 

| Larkin Wright of the District of Anderson State of South Carolina.... | also 

bequeathe to my beloved daughter Mary Ann Wright one negro boy named Ben 


one horse bridle and Saddle worth one hundred dollars one bed & furniture one 
Cow & Calf... .” 
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The family chart dated approximately May 10, 1841, in the James Wright Equity 
Papers, Pack 74-A, listed Martha M. Wright as a child of Larkin Wright and aged 10, 
indicating a date of birth in approximately 1831. 

The Amended Bill For Partition dated May 10, 1841, in the same case also listed 
Martha M. Wright as a child of Larkin Wright and a minor under 12 years of age: 


".... That the said Larkin Wright died Intestate as it is said and has left a widow 
Catherine Wright and eight children to wit, Francis who has intermarried with 
Milton Hix Julia Ann who has intermarried with William W. Holland, Nancy who 
has intermarried with Robert Holland and Oliver C. Wright Lucinda Wright, 
James Wright, Martha M. Wright and Catherine Wright the last five being 

minors - the first named three of whom are over the age of fourteen each and 
each of the last two under the age of twelve, who are each entitled to a portion of 
the said Larkin Wrights Estate... ." 


On May 7, 1841, Benjamin Magee was appointed guardian ad litem for 
Martha M. Wright in that partition suit: 


"South Carolina - Pickens District. 


As the mother of Martha M. Wright & Catherine Wright minor children under the 
age of 12 years | request that Benjamin Magee be appointed their Guardian ad 
Litem in the case of Frances Wright for Partition of James Wrights Lands May 
7th, 1841 


Catharine Wright 
| consent to serve Benjamin Magee 


Petition for Guardian ad Litem 


On hearing the foregoing Petitions read together with the consent of the 
respective persons to accept the trust and being satisfied of their fitness 


lt is ordered that W. W. Holland be appointed Guardian ad Litem for Oliver 
Wright, Lucinda Wright & James A. R. Wright and that Benjamin Magee be 
appointed Guardian ad Litem for M. M. Wright & Catherine Wright minor children 
of Larkin Wright Decd in the case of Frances Wright v. Larkin Wright & al for 
Partition. 


Miles M. Norton 
C.E.P.D." 
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On April 3, 1843, Benjamin Magee by his agent William W. Holland 
acknowledged receipt of the distributive share of Martha M. Wright from the partition 
suit sale: 

"M. M. Norton Commr for Pickens District 

Please pay to W. W. Holland the amount of money in your office arising from the 


sale of lands belonging to the Estate of James Wright deceased, to which each 
one of us would be entitled and this shall be your receipt. 


3rd April 1843 Catharine Wright 
Robert Isbell 
Oliver Wright 
Benjamin McGee 
Guardian for Martha & Katharine Wright 


Recd Pickens S.C. 6th April 1843 of Miles M. Norton Comr in Equity for this Dist. 
Sixty seven dollars & 33 cents in full for the shares of Catharine Wright, Robert 
Isbell, Oliver Wright, Benjamin McGee as Guardian for Martha & Catharine 
Wright. My own share & the share of Jas. Wright as my ward to the Real Estate 
of James Wright decd. also $2.68 cts to divide between Milton Hix & Robt. 
Holland a mistake having been made in Paying them. 


William W. Holland" 


Martha Wright was also named as an heir of Larkin Wright in the Bill For Partition 
And Relief dated March 5, 1849, in the William Cleveland Equity Papers, Pickens 
District, South Carolina, Pack 184: 

".... Heirs of Larkin Wright (who has departed this life since the death of the 

said James Wright) to wit his widow Catharine Wright and their eight children 

that is to say... . Martha Wright... ." 

The 1850 Census for Anderson District, South Carolina, listed Martha Wright in 
the Catherine Wright household on August 14, 1850, and her age as 18 and born in 
South Carolina, indicating a date of birth in about 1832. 
| In his email dated December 6, 1997, William T. Clark enclosed a copy of a 
summons dated 1859 from the Court of Ordinary, Anderson District, South Carolina, 


which stated: 
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"South Carolina ) 
Anderson District —_) In the Court of Ordinary 


To Robert Holland and wife Nancy. Robert Isbell and wife Lucinda. Oliver 
Wright. James Wright. James A. Clarke and wife Martha and to Robert Holland, 
Sarah Holland and Nancy Holland minor heirs of William W. and Julia Holland or 
to Guardian Ad Litem for the said minors Devisees of Larkin Wright Deceased 
Greetings - 


You are hereby Cited to appear in The Court of Ordinary for Anderson District at 
Anderson Court House on_—stthe___—s—s day of _____ next. To represent your 
interests and receive your respective distributive Shares of the Estate of the said 
Larkin Wright decd. as final settlement of the same will be made on the above 
stated day. 


Given under my hand and seal this __ day of A. D. 1859 
Herbert Hammond O.A.D." 


This summons identifies Martha (Wright) Clarke as a child of Larkin Wright and her 
husband as James A. Clarke. 

In his letter dated December 26, 1987, Mr. Jimmy Lee Veal enclosed family 
group sheets which listed the place of birth of Martha Ann Wright as in Anderson 
District, South Carolina. 

h. Catherine Wright 
Catherine Wright was a daughter of 1840 Larkin Wright of 
Anderson District, South Carolina, and Catherine (Cleveland) Wright and probably their 
eighth child. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, 1840 Larkin®) 

In his letter dated December 26, 1987, Mr. Jimmy Lee Veal enclosed a copy of 
the will of Larkin Wright dated March 23, 1840, and probated on October 19, 1840, at 
Anderson District, South Carolina, W.B. B/111, which listed Catharine Wright as one of 
his children: | 

"In the Name of God Amen 

| Larkin Wright of the District of Anderson State of South Carolina.... | also 

bequathe to my beloved daughter Catharine Wright one negro girl named Eliza 


one horse bridle and Saddle worth one hundred dollars one bed & furniture one 
Cow and Calf... .” 
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The family chart dated approximately May 10, 1841, in the James Wright Equity 
Papers, Pack 74-A, listed Catherine Wright as a child of Larkin Wright and aged 7, 
indicating a date of birth in approximately 1834. 

The Amended Bill For Partition dated May 10, 1841, in the same case also listed 
Catherine Wright as a child of Larkin Wright and a minor under twelve years of age: 


".... That the said Larkin Wright died Intestate as it is said and has left a widow 
Catherine Wright and eight children to wit, Francis who has intermarried with 
Milton Hix Julia Ann who has intermarried with William W. Holland, Nancy who 
has intermarried with Robert Holland and Oliver C. Wright Lucinda Wright, 
James Wright, Martha M. Wright and Catherine Wright the last five being 

minors - the first named three of whom are over the age of fourteen each and 
each of the last two under the age of twelve, who are each entitled to a portion of 
the said Larkin Wrights Estate... ." 


On May 7, 1841, Benjamin Magee was appointed guardian ad litem for 


Catherine Wright in that partition suit: 


"South Carolina - Pickens District. 


As the mother of Martha M. Wright & Catherine Wright minor children under the 
age of 12 years | request that Benjamin Magee be appointed their Guardian ad 
Litem in the case of Frances Wright for Partition of James Wrights Lands May 
7th, 1841 


Catharine Wright 
| consent to serve Benjamin Magee 
‘Petition for Guardian ad Litem 


On hearing the foregoing Petitions read together with the consent of the 
respective persons to accept the trust and being satisfied of their fitness 


It is ordered that W. W. Holland be appointed Guardian ad Litem for Oliver 
Wright, Lucinda Wright & James A. R. Wright and that Benjamin Magee be 
appointed Guardian ad Litem for M. M. Wright & Catherine Wright minor children 
of Larkin Wright Decd in the case of Frances Wright v. Larkin Wright & al for 
Partition. 


Miles M. Norton 
C.E.P.D." 
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On April 3, 1843, Benjamin Magee by his agent William W. Holland 
acknowledged receipt of the distributive share of Catharine Wright from the partition suit 
sale: 

"M. M. Norton Commt for Pickens District 

Please pay to W. W. Holland the amount of money in your office arising from the 


sale of lands belonging to the Estate of James Wright deceased, to which each 
one of us would be entitled and this shall be your receipt. 


3rd April 1843 Catharine Wright 
Robert Isbell 
Oliver Wright 
Benjamin McGee 
Guardian for Martha & Katharine Wright 


Recd Pickens S.C. 6th April 1843 of Miles M. Norton Comr in Equity for this Dist. 
Sixty seven dollars & 33 cents in full for the shares of Catharine Wright, Robert 
Isbell, Oliver Wright, Benjamin McGee as Guardian for Martha & Catharine 
Wright. My own share & the share of Jas. Wright as my ward to the Real Estate 
of James Wright decd. also $2.68 cts to divide between Milton Hix & Robt. 
Holland a mistake having been made in paying them. 


William W. Holland" 


Catherine Wright was also named as an heir of Larkin Wright in the Bill For 
Partition And Relief dated March 5, 1849, in the William Cleveland Equity Papers, 
Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 184: 


"Heirs of Larkin Wright (who has departed this life since the death of the said 
James Wright) to wit his widow Catharine Wright and their eight children that is 
to say Frances Hix wife of Milton Hix, Nancy Holland wife of Robert Holland 
Lucinda Isbell wife of Robert Isbell Oliver Wright, James Wright, Martha Wright 
and Catharine Wright" 

The 1850 Census for Anderson District, South Carolina, listed Catherine Wright 
in the Catherine Wright household on August 14, 1850, and her age as 16 and born in 
south Carolina, indicating a date of birth in about 1834. 

In his letter dated December 26, 1987, Mr. Jimmy Lee Veal enclosed family 
group sheets which listed the place of birth of Catherine Wright as in Anderson District, 


South Carolina. 
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4, 1839 James Wright Of Pickens District, South Carolina, And His 
Wife Frances "Fanny" Cleveland Wright 
1839 James Wright of Pickens District, South Carolina, was a son 
of 1801 Obediah Wright of Franklin County, Georgia, and Hannah (Roberts) (Wright) 
Beall and was probably their fourth child. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’) 
On October 14, 1833, at Franklin County, Georgia, D.B. D/150 James Wright 
sold 80 acres of land to William King: 


"This Indenture made this the Fourteenth of October Eighteen hundred & thirty 
three beteen James Wright of the State of South carolina Pickens District of the 
one part & William King of the State of Georgia Franklin, of the other part, 
Witnesseth that the Said James Wright for and in Consideration of the sum of 
one hundred & Eighty Dollars to him in hand paid do bargan Sell unto the Said 
William King all that tract or parcel of land lying and being on little Shoal creek 
Situate in the state of Georgia Franklin County a part of the Said tract granted to 
Stuart Rigs begining at a hickory on the oid line thence west alon of the Said line 
to a popular on the Bank of little Shoal Creek thence long said Creek with the 
meanders thereof __ to the Mouth of a branch thence up said Banch with the 
Meanderings of said creek to a line of a trees granted to Charles ___—_—s thence to 
the begining corner which tract or parcel of land Containing Eighty Acres more or 
less | warrant & forever defend from myself my heirs & assigns & all other 
persons having claims against said land to the Said William King his Heires & 
assigns for ever in Fee Simple in Witness whereof | have hereunto Set my hand 


& Seall 

Sealed & delivered ) James Wright 
in presents of ) 

Test 


Thomas F Chandler 
George W Hardin 


Georgia ) 
Franklin County ) 


Personally came before me Henry F Chandler __ being duly Sworn deposeth & 
saith that he Saw James Wright sign Seal & deliver the within deed of 
conveyance for the purposes therein mentioned & that he depoent Subscribed 
the Same as a Witness & saw George W Hardin do so likewise Sworn to and 
Subscribed before me this 6 November 1833 


Wm Couthon JP Henry F Chandler" 
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This record indicates that James Wright resided on October 14, 1833, at Pickens 
District, South Carolina. 

James Wright married Frances Cleveland and died without issue. His death 
resulted in three legal proceedings from which most of the information about his 
brothers and sisters has been obtained. The first proceeding was the probate 
administration of his estate, the papers of which are in the James Wright Estate 
Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, File 267. The second proceeding was a 
partition suit to divide his land among his widow and his other heirs, the papers of which 
are in the James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 74-A. 
The third proceeding was a partition suit to determine the rights to certain slaves after 
the death of Frances Wright as between the family of James Wright and the family of 
Frances (Cleveland) Wright, the papers of which are in the William Cleveland Equity 
Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 184. 

On July 18, 1839, at James Wright Estate Papers, Pickens District, South 
Carolina, File 267, the probate administration was initiated by the filing for letters of 
administration by Frances Wright, Balus Hix, and William E. Cleveland and the 
issuance of a citation for the hearing on that application: 

"South Carolina ) 

Pickens Dist ) 


Whereas Frances Wright - Balus Hix and William E. Cleveland hath made 
application to me for Letter of Administration of the Goods chattels rights & 
credits of James Wright late of Pickens District Deceasd. These therefore are to 
cite & admonish all & singular the kindred & creditors of said Deceased to be 
and appear at the Court of Ordinary to be holden at Pickens Court House for 
Pickens District on the third Monday of August next to shew cause if any why the 
said administration should not be Granted. 


Given under my hand this 18th July Anno Domini 1839 
Jas. H. Dindy C. P. D. 


| do hereby certify that the above citation was Published at Beaverdam Church 
on Thursday the 8th day of August 1839. 


John W. Lewis 
od. (?) Minister" 
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This record indicates the date of death of James Wright before July 18, 1839, at 
Pickens District, South Carolina. 

On August 23, 1839, in James Wright Estate Papers, Pickens District, South 
Carolina, File 267, the letters of administration were issued: 


"State of South Carolina, ) Letters of 
Pickens District. ) Administration 


By B. James H. Dindy Esquire, Ordinary of Pickens District. 
To Francis Wright Balus Hix & William E. Cleveland 


Whereas, James Wright late of Pickens District deceased, lately died intestate, 
having whilst he lived, and at the time of his death, divers goods, rights and 
credits, within the District aforesaid; by means whereof the full disposition and 
power of granting the Administration of all and singular the goods, rights and 
credits of the said deceased, and also auditing the accounts, calculations and 
reckonings of the said Administration, and a final dismission of the same, to me 
is manifestly known to belong. I, desiring that the goods, rights and credits of the 
said deceased may be well and truly administered, converted and disposed of, 
do hereby grant unto the said Frances Wright Balus Hix and William E. 
Cleveland all of the Pickens District, South Carolina in whose fidelity, in this 
behalf, | very much confide full power by the tenor of these presents, to 
administer the goods, rights and credits of the said deceased, which to him in his 
life-time, and at the time of his death, did belong; and to ask, levy, recover and 
receive the same, and to pay the debts in which the deceased stood obliged, so 
far forth as his goods, rights and credits will extend, according to their rate and 
order of law; being first sworn on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, to make 
a true and perfect inventory thereof, and to exhibit the same in the Ordinary's 
Office, in Pickens Court House in order to be recorded, on or before the third 
Monday of January now next ensuing; and to render a just and true account, 
calculation and reckoning of the said administration, when thereunto required: 
And | ordain, depute & constitute you, the said Frances Wright Balus Hix & 
William E. Cleveland administrix &c Administrators of all and singular the goods, 
rights and credits of the said deceased. 


In Testimony whereof, | have hereunto set my Hand and Seal, the twenty third 
day of August Anno Domini, 1839 and in the 63d Year of American 
Independence. 


Ordinary's Office, James H. Dindy C. P. D." 
Record Book 
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On November 8, 1839, in James Wright Estate Papers, Pickens District, South 
Carolina, File 267, Balus Hix and William E. Cleveland petitioned the court for authority 
to sell the personal property of the estate for division among the heirs: 

"South Carolina ) 

Pickens District ) 


To the Judge of the Court of Ordinary for Pickens District. 


The Undersigned Balus Hix and William E. Cleveland Admr of James Wright 
Deceased represent to you that it is absolutely necessary to sell the personal 
property of sd decd. Consisting of negroes Horses cattle hogs crop of corn 
cotton &c for purposes of Dividend among the Heirs. 


The prayer of Your petitioners therefore is that you order a sale as soon as 
practicable. 


November 8th 1839 Balus Hix 
Wm E. Cleveland 
Administrators 


On Examining the above Petition and condition of the personal property &c It is 
Hereby Orderd That the same be advertized agreeable to Law appraised and 
Sold at Public Auction on Tuesday & Wednesday the 10th & 11 days of 
December next on a credit of Twelve months on all sums above Five dollars all 
above $5 purchasers to give Note & approved Security. 


Given under my hand November the 8th 1839 
J. W. Dindy C.P.D." 


A number of accountings by the administrators are included in James Wright 
Estate Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, File 267, and an undated document 
listed the payments due to heirs: 


"Thomas Wright, Legatees 8 in No. 


| have 
Harriet Wright named Harbin 23.90% 
Obadiah Wrights Legatees 10 in No 
Permelia Wright married C Looney $ 19.12 
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Larkin Wright since the death of Jas Wright entity the 





widdow to one thrice of one moiety which is $ 63.74 
Eight Legatees which are entitled each to $ 15.93% 
David Wrights Legatees No. unknown whole moity | $191.24 
John Wright 1 moity $191.24 
Talton Wright 1 moity 191.24 


Nancy Wright Decd married to Robt. Harrison Legatees No. 8 
Eli W. Harrison's Share $ 23.90% 
Balus Hix Admr." 


An undated list of "Receipts from the Airs" was also included in James Wright 
Estate Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, File 267: 


"Receipts from the Airs 


Samuel M Junkins received no. 1 23-9% 
Henry M Junkins no. 2 23-9% 
Harrit B. Harrison no. 3 23-9% 
J. H. Parker no. 4 23-9% 
Larkin Harrison no. 5 23-9% 
E. W. Harrison no. 6 23-9% 
Thomas Harrison no. 7 23-9% 
Wm Carnes no. 8 19-12% 
Benjamin Holland no. 9 23-9% 
Jackson Lowry no. 10 23-9% 
Catharine Wright sen no. 11 63-74 
Wm Holland no. 12 15-93% 
Robert Holland no. 13 15-93% 
James Wright no. 14 15-93% 
James Wright receipt as guardian for four of the airs no. 15 76-50 
Benjamin Megee guar for too Shears namely Catharine an Mary 

Wright no. 16 31-86 
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Prier Wright no. 17 19-12% 


Mary Wright no. 18 19-127 
Wm Holland receipt f as guar for said airs Oliver Wright 

Lucinda Wright James Wright no. 19 47-81% 
J. C. Loony no. 20 19-127 
Milton Hixes no. 21 15-93% 
Wm Wright no. 22 23-90% 
James M. Cleveland no. 23 23-90% 
Robert Wright no. 24 23-90% 
John Wright cash paid him $191-24 
By cash paid to Morgan Harbin 23-09% 
By cash paid to Lilborn Wright 23-09%" 


After the court rendered its decision in the third proceeding regarding the slaves, 
the estate sold the life estate in the slaves to Thomas Cleveland: 
"Sale Bill 


of the Interest of James Wright in the following negroes sold by Balis Hix and 
William E. Cleveland Admrs of James Wright 29th Decr. 1851 Life Estate. 





Hannah, Jane & Miley Thos Cleveland $ 11.00 
Lucy & child John Thos Cleveland 38.00 
Tom Thos Cleveland 107.00 
Hampton Thos Cleveland 276.00 
Jule Thos Cleveland 51.00 
Harriet Thos Cleveland 60.00 
Terrell Thos Cleveland 61.00 
Bob Thos Cleveland 30.00 
Amanda Thos Cleveland 3.00 
Sam Thos Cleveland 16.00 

$653.00 


1/3 cash - Bal. 12 months credit" 


On about March 1, 1841, in James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, South 
Carolina, Pack 74-A, Frances Wright initiated the second proceeding in James Wright's 
estate, a partition suit to sell the lands of James Wright and divide the proceeds among 


his heirs: 
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"State of South Carolina —) In Equity 
Pickens District ) 


To the Honorable the Chancellors of the said State. 


Humbly complaining herewith unto your Honor, your Oratrix Frances Wright that 
her husband James Wright lately departed this life Intestate being seized and 
possessed at the time of his death of considerable real and personal Estate 
subject to distribution amongst his Heirs at Law to wit, a tract of land whereon 
the said Intestate had been living at the time of his death situate in the District 
and State aforesaid and bounded by lands of Robert A. Maxwell, Mrs. Martha 
Wright, Thomas Hutchins, Allin Guest(?) and others lying on the north and south 
Fork of the Big Beaverdam Creek containing two hundred and fifty acres more or 
less, a more particular description of which may be seen on reference to the 
original deeds to the said James Wright herewith filed Marked Exhibits A B. C. 

D - That the said Lands are subject to distribution between your oratrix the widow 
of said deceased who is entitled to one moiety thereof and the other moiety 
being subject to distribution amongst the Brothers and Sister (or their 
Representatives) of said deceased. That of these Larkin Wright, Tarlton Wright 
and John Wright, each of whom were brothers, alone survived the said James 
Wright. That three other brothers and one sister composed the entire family 
Originally and had each died before the death of the said James Wright and each 
leaving children who likewise with some exceptions survives the said James 
Wright to wit. - Obed Wright, who left ten children Parmelia who has intermarried 
with J. C. Looney, William C. Wright James W. Wright Hannah who has 
intermarried with William Carnes, the remaining Six Children being minors to wit 
Mary Wright, Prior Wright, Nancy Wright, Thomas Wright, Rhody Wright and 
Francis Wright - Thomas Wright who left eight children, to wit Harriet who has 
intermarried with Morgan Harbin, William Wright Lilburn Wright, Robert Wright, 
Abednego Wright, Nancy who has intermarried with Samuel McJunkin, Martha 
who has intermarried with Henry McJunkin and Catherine who intermarried with 
Monroe Cleveland - David Wright who left at the time of his death, two children 
James and Nancy Wright, neither of whom have been heard of for many years - 
and an only sister Nancy who had married with Robert Harrison and died leaving 
ten children, two of whom had died likewise before the said James Wright 
leaving other children - The family of Nancy Harrison consisted of E. W. 
Harrison, Thomas Harrison, Larkin Harrison John Harrison, Lucinda who has 
intermarried with Jackson Lowry, Elizabeth who has intermarried with Joseph H. 
Parker and Harriet B. Harrison, Delilah Hislop formerly Harrison, who had died 
before the said James Wright left three minor children to wit Nancy C. Hislop, 
Elijah Erwin Hislop, and Mariah G. Hislop - Patsy O'Kees formerly Harrison who 
likewise departed this life before the said James Wright, leaving six minor 
children, Harriet, Eliiah H. Thomas, John Mary E. and James S. O'Kees. For as 
much as these matters are properly cognizable in a Court of Equity, your oratrix 
prays your Honors that the several parties in interest be required to answer the 
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allegations of this Bill as though the same were specially set forth, and that 
Partition of the Lands in question may be decreed between your oratrix and 
those interested according to their respective interest and to this end, that a writ 
of Partition may be directed to certain trusty persons commanding them to make 
partition of the Same, either by division or by assignment to one or more at an 
assessed value according to Law if the Same may be done with a proper regard 
to the interests of all parties and if the same is not susceptible of such partition or 
may not be assigned, that they recommend the same to be sold at Public outcry 
at Such time, on such terms, and in such manner as will be most conducive to 
the interest of all concerned, and that on the Return of such Writ or on proper 
ascertainment of the facts of the case in such other way as may seem best that 
your Honors would grant such order and make such decree in the premises as 
may seem consonant with equity and justice. 


May it please your Honors to grant your writ of Subpoena directed to the several 
parties aforesaid requiring them to be and appear at Pickens Court House by a 

day certain to assign this Bill and to do and receive and abide by whatever may 
be ordered in the premises. 


J. N. Whitner 
Compl Solicitor" 

On March 1, 1841, in James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, South 
Carolina, Pack 74-A, Balus Hix filed his affidavit dated March 1, 1841, regarding the 
residence of some of the heirs of James Wright: 

"Francis Wright ) 


vs ) In Equity - Bill for Partition 
Larkin Wright ) 
& others ) 


Personally appeared Baylis Hix & being duly sworn saith that he is informed and 
verily believes that John Wright and Tarlton Wright two of the Defendants in this 
case reside without the limits of this State as does also all the heirs of Obed. 
Wright Decd and all the heirs of Thomas Wright Decd with the exception of 
Harriet Harbin & William Wright and all the Heirs of Nancy Harrison Decd with 
the exception of Catherine Lowry. That David Wrights heirs when last heard 
from were also residing out of the limit of said State 


Sworn to & subscribed Balus Hix 
March 1st 1841 Before 

J. N. Whithier 

Not. Pub." 
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On May 7, 1841, in James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, South 
Carolina, Pack 74-A, two subpoenas were issued to the defendants and service 
acknowledged: 


"State of South-Carolina, 


To Catherine Wright/widow of Larkin Wright/Milton Hix & Frances his wife, 
Wmn W. Holland & Julia Ann his wife, Robert Holland and Nancy his wife, 
Oliver C. Wright, Lucinda Wright, James Wright, Martha M. Wright & Catherine 
Wright Jr. 


Greeting: 


For certain causes offered before the Judges of the Court of Equity of the said 
State, in the Court of Equity at Pickens Court House, in and for the Equity district 
of Pickens in a certain Bill of Complaint, there exhibited against you by Frances 
Wright widow of late James Wright 


Complainant you are commanded and strictly enjoined, that you appear in the 
said Court of Equity at Pickens Court House aforesaid, on the twentieth of May 
just, to answer to the said Bill of Complaint, and further to do and receive what 
the said Court of Equity shall consider in the Premises; and that you do file with 
the Commissioner of the said Court, at Pickens Court House aforesaid, your 
plea, answer or demurrer to the said Bill of Complaint, within thirty days next 
after the day appointed for your appearance as aforesaid; and in default thereof, 
an order will be granted, that the said Bill of Complaint be taken as confessed, 
and an attachment may be issued against you. And have you there this Writ. 


Witness M. M. Norton Esquire, Commissioner of the said Court at Pickens Court 
House, in and for the District aforesaid, the first day of May in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and fortyone and in the Sixty fifth year of the 
Sovereignty and Independence of the United States of America. 


J. N. Whithier Comp. Sol. 
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No. 1 
In Equity - Pickens 


We acknowledge the legal service of this subpoena & consent that the Lands in 
question of James Wright be sold or otherwise divided as the Court may order. 
May 7th 1841. 


Catharine Wright 
Milton Hix 

Frances HIx 

W. W. Holland 

T. M. Holland 
Robert Holland 
Nancey C. Holland" 


"State of South-Carolina 


To Morgan Harben and Harriet his wife, William Wright Jackson Lowry and 
Catherine his wife and Harriet B. Harrison. 


Greeting: 


For certain causes offered before the Judges of the Court of Equity of the said 
State, in the Court of Equity at Pickens Court House, in and for the Equity district 
of Pickens in a certain Bill of Complaint, there exhibited against you by Frances 
Wright/widow of James Wright Decd. 


Complainant you are commanded and strictly enjoined, that you appear in the 
said Court of Equity at Pickens Court House aforesaid, on the twentieth of May 
just to answer to the said Bill of Complaint, and further to do and receive what 
the said Court of Equity shall consider in the Premises; and that you do file with 
the Commissioner of the said Court, at Pickens Court House aforesaid, your 
plea, answer or demurrer to the said Bill of Complaint, within thirty days next 
after the day appointed for your appearance as aforesaid; and in default thereof, 
an order will be granted, that the said Bill of Complaint be taken as confessed, 
and an attachment may be issued against you. And have you there this Writ. 


Witness M. M. Norton Esquire, Commissioner of the said Court at Pickens Court 
House, in and for the District aforesaid, the first day of May in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and fortyone and in the Sixty fifth year of the 
Sovereignty and Independence of the United States of America. 


J. N. Whithier Comp. Sol. 
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No. 2 
In Equity - Pickens 


We acknowledge the legal service of this subpoena & consent to the division of 
the Lands in question of James Wright Decd by sale or in such other manner as 
the Court may order. May 7, 1841. 


Morgan Harbin 
Harriet Harbin 
William C. Wright 
his 
Jackson X Lowry 
mark 
her 
Catherine X Lowry 
mark" 


The court granted the partition to amend the complaint in James Wright Equity Papers, 
Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 74-A: 


"Francis Wright) 
V. ) Bill for Partition 
Larkin Wright ) 


It having been suggested that the Defendant Larkin Wright since the filing this 
Bill has departed this life on motion of Comp. Sol. 


lt is ordered that the Complainant have leave to amend her Bill so as that the 

Heirs at Law of the said Larkin Wright be made parties thereto and being 
required to answer the same may abide such order and decree as may be made 
in the Premises." 

The next document in James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, South 
Carolina, Pack 74-A, was a family chart listing all of the heirs of James Wright and 
some of their ages and residences: | 

"James Wright Estate to be distributed between Widow Francis Wright entitled to 

one half 

bal to brothers & sisters 

1. John Wright in Georgia 


Z; Tarlton Wright in Alabama 
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Larkin Wright died since James 

left widow Catherine Wright 

& 8 children Francis married Milton Hix 
Julia Ann married Wm. W. Holland 
Nancy married Robt Holland 
Oliver C. Wright Minor 18 
Lucinda Wright Minor 16 
James Wright Minor 14 
Martha M. Wright Minor 10 
Catherine Wright Minor 7 


Obed Wright Dead - Family all in Georgia 


10 children Permelia married to J. C. Looney 
Wm C. Wright 
James W. Wright 
Hannah married to Wm. Carnes 


Mary Wright Minor 
Prior Wright Minor 
Nancy Wright Minor 


Thomas Wright Minor 
Rhoda Wright Minor 
Francis Wright Minor 


Thomas Wright deceased 

children Harriet married Morgan Harb_ 
(Harbin) 
Wm Wright 


Lilburn Wright Geo. 

Robert Wright Geo. 

Abednego Wright Geo. 

Nancy married Saml McJunkin Geo. 
Martha married Henry McJunkin Geo. 
Catherine married Monro Cleveland Geo. 


David Wright died before James 


Children James & Nancy supposed dead likewise not having been 
heard from in many years. 


Nancy Wright a Sister of James married to Robt Harrison & died before 
James Wright leaving 


88/7. 


her children E. W. Harrison Geo. 
Thomas Harrison Geo. 
Larkin Harrison Geo. 
John Harrison Geo. 
Lucinda married Benj. Holland Geo. 
Catherine married Jackson Lowry 
Elizabeth married Jos. H. Parker Geo. 
Harriet B. Harrison 


& Delilah married Heslep & died before James Wright 


left children Nancy C. Minor 
Elizira (Elijah?) Erwin Minor 
Mariah G. Minor 


& Patsy married Jas. O'Kees & died before James 


left children Harriet Minor 
Elijah H. Minor 
Thomas Minor 
John Minor 
Mary E. Minor 
James S. Minor 


Names of Commissioners 


Martin S. McLeary 

Benjamin McGee 

John Nischem (7?) 

Pendleton Isbell 

Ezekiel Stanley” 
There was no date on the document, but it can be estimated as in 1841 from internal 
evidence. James A. R. Wright was listed in the Amended Bill dated May 10, 1841, asa 
minor over the age of 14 years, indicating his date of birth as between May 10, 1820, 
and May 10, 1827. His age in the family chart was given as 14, indicating that the 
document had to be dated before May 10, 1841. The suit was filed about March 1, 
1841, as indicated by the Baylis Hix affidavit, indicating a date for the document after 
March 1, 1841. The family chart was probably prepared in conjunction with the 


Amended Bill once the then living heirs were known. 
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On May _, 1841, in James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, South 
Carolina, Pack 74-A, the court appointed commissioners to determine whether the land 
should be partitioned or sold: 


"The State of South Carolina 
Pickens District 


Partition - In Equity 


To Martin S. McCoy, John Mickem, Pendleton Isbell & Ezekiel Stanley & 
Stephen Maret 


In pursuance of an order made in the case of Frances Wright vs Larkin Wright & 
others you and each of you are hereby authorized and required to proceed to 
examine the lands of the late James Wright deceased situate in the district and 
State aforesaid on the North and South forks of the big Beaver Dam Creek 
bounded by lands of Robert A. Maxwell, Martha Wright, Thomas Hutchins and 
others, being the lands whereon the said James Wright lives at the time of his 
death, a more particular description of which may be seen by reference to the 
original deeds filed as Exhibits A, B, C D with the original Bill in the case 
aforesaid. And being first duly sworn fairly and impartially to discharge your duty, 
you will just enquire if the said lands can be divided between the several heirs at 
Law of the Said James Wright with equality to each, and without impairing the 
value of the whole giving to the widow Frances Wright one moiety thereof, and 
again dividing the other moiety in equal shares between the brothers and Sister 
of the said deceased. the children of any deceased brother or Sister taking 
among them respectively the share to which their respective ancestor would 
have been entitled and alloting to each their respective shares by subdivision of 
such share. But if in your opinion the said lands cannot be fairly and equally 
divided between the parties interested therein without manifest inquiry to them or 
some one of them, then you will make a special return of the whole property and 
the value thereof truly appraised and certify your opinion to the Court, whether it 
will be most for the benefit of all parties to deliver over to one or more of the 
parties interested therein the lands which cannot be divided upon the payment of 
a sum of moneys to be assessed by you, or whether the said lands had better be 
sold at public auction and on what terms and in what particular manner. 


Witness M. M. Norton Esquire Commissioner in Equity for Pickens District the 
third Monday in May in the year of our Lord one thousand Eight hundred and 
forty one and sixty fifth year of American Independence. 


M. M. Norton J. N. Whitner 
CEP. Comp. Sol." 
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That document indicates that the land of Martha (Cleveland) Wright, the widow of 
James Wright's brother Thomas Wright, was adjacent to the land of James Wright. 
On June 1, 1841, in James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, South 
Carolina, Pack 74-A, the commissioners made their report: 
"Francis Wright ) 


V. ) In Equity 
Larkin Wright ) 
& Others ) 


The undersigned commissioners appointed to make Partition of the Lands of 
which the Late James Wright died siezed and possessed situate in the District 
aforesaid having been first duly sworn and having examined the premises in 
question are of opinion that the said Lands cannot be divided between the 
parties in Interest without manifest injury. 


We are further of opinion that the said Land had better be sold at publick auction 
on a credit of twelve or fifteen months or a time sufficient to allow the purchaser 
to sell the crop of the next year before the money becomes due. 


We have had the lands in question resurveyed and find the whole of it to contain 
three hundred and fifty four acres as will appear by a plat of the same made by 
Martin L. McCay Dept. Surveyor all adjoining and surveyed in one tract and we 
have also appraised the said tract of land at twelve hundred and thirty Dollars 
$1230 allowing the credit above mentioned Given under our hands this 1st day 
of June 1841. 


Joh Machen 

Martin L. McCay 
Pendleton Isbell 

Ezekiel Stanley 
Stephen Mare (Maret?)" 


The court then ordered the sale of the land: 
"Francis Wright ) 


V. ) Bill for Partition 
Larkin Wright ) 
& others ) 


On hearing the Bill read in this case together with the Return of the 
Commissioners appointed & to whom a writ of Partition issued according to the 
Act of the Legislature from which it appears that the Lands in question are not 
susceptible of partition between the parties in interest otherwise than by sale. It 
is ordered & Decreed that the Lands in question be sold by the commissioner of 
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this court at the Court House for Pickens District on sale day in September next 
or the first convenient sale day thereafter at public outcry on a credit until the 
twenty fifth day of December Eighteen hundred and forty two except the costs of 
Suit to be paid in Cash Titles to be executed but not delivered until the payment 
of the purchase money. Purchaser to give Bond with good security for the 
purchase money. Balance of proceeds to be distributed by paying to the widow 
& Complainant Frances Wright one half thereof and the residue amongst the 
remaining Brothers & Sisters in equal Shares. The lineal descendants of those 
deceased receiving equally the share of such deceased Brother or Sister. 


David Johnson" 


The land in James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 
74-A, was sold, apparently to Dr. Robert D. Maxwell and Captain John Maxwell who 
gave their bond to the commissioners: 


"State of South-Carolina, 


Know all Men by these Presents, -- That Doctr Robt D. Maxwell & Capt. John 
Maxwell held and firmly bound unto Miles M. Norton Commissioner in Equity for 
Pickens District, or his successor in office in the full and just sum of Twenty four 
hundred and sixty two dollars to be paid to the said Miles M. Norton or his 
Successor in Office certain Attorney, Executors, and Administrators, or Assigns: 
To which payment well and truly to be made and done, we bind ourselves, and 
each and every of our Heirs, Executors, and Administrators, jointly and severally, 
firmly by these Presents; Sealed with our seals and dated the 6th day of 
September in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred and forty one 
and in the Sixty Sixth year of the Sovereignty and Independence of the United 
otates of America. 


The Condition of the above Obligation is such, That if the above bound Robert D. 
Maxwell & John Maxwell their Heirs, Executors, or Administrators, Shall and do 
well and truly pay, or cause to be paid unto the above named Miles M. Norton 
Commissioner in Equity or his successor in office certain Attorney, Executors, or 
Administrators, or Assigns, the full and just sum of $1231 One thousand two 
hundred and thirty one dollars on or before the twenty fifth day of December 
which will be in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty two 
without fraud or further delay, -- Then the above Obligation to be void and of 
none effect, or else remain in full force and virtue. 


Sealed, and Delivered _) R. D. Maxwell 
in the presence of ) John Maxwell 
Pickens 
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Dr. R. D. Maxwell ) 


& ) Bond 

Capt. |. Maxwell ) for 

To ) $1231 

Miles M. Norton ) 

C.E.P.D. ) 

Recd 2lst Sept. 1841 ___—_—s dollars and fifty cents in part of the written Bond, 


being amount of costs of partition M. M. Norton C.E.P.D. 


Recd 3d January 1843 of J. W. Harrison Five Hundred & ten dollars in part 
of this Bond. M. M. Norton C.E.P.D. 


Rec'd 6th Jany 1843 of Majr J. W. Harrison Forty two dollars & fifty cent, in part. 
M. M. Norton C.E.P.D. 


Recd 6th February 1843 of Dr. M. Maxwell Five Hundred Dollars in part. M. M. 
Norton C.E.P.D. 


Recd 15th March 1843 of W. H. Stribling Twenty Dollars in part. M. M. Norton 
C.E.P.D. 


Recd 28th March 1843 of Martin Moss Fifteen dollars in part. M. M. Norton 
C.E.P.D. 


Recd same time bal. Martin Moss Note Fifteen dollars & Sixteen cents in part. 
M. M. Norton C.E.P.D. 


Recd 3d Feby 1845 of Dr. Robert D. Maxwell Forty one dollars and four cents in 
full of the within Bond. Miles M. Norton C.E.P.D." 


On December 30, 1842, in James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, South 
Carolina, Pack 74-A, James Wright's brother John Wright of Coweta County, Georgia, 
gifted his interest in the estate to his son John C. Wright: 


"Georgia 
Coweta County ) 


Know all men by these presents that |, John Wright of said County & state 
(Father) of the one part for & in consideration of the love & natural affection 
which | have & bear to my lawful son John C. Wright of the same place of the 
other part & for divers others good causes & considerations me thereto moving 
have given granted aliened & conveyed & by these presents do give grant alien 
and convey unto my said son John C. Wright, his heirs and assigns all my right 
title, claim & interest at law or in Equity of in & to a distributive Share or portion of 
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the estate both real & personal, of my Brother James Wright late of the District in 
the State of South Carolina formerly known as Pendleton & now Anderson or 
Pickens District in said State of S. Carolina, now deceased to have and to hold 
the said distributive share, which is one sixth part or share of said estate, and the 
right title claim & interest as aforesaid therein & thereto, to him the said John C. 
Wright his heirs and assigns forever. And the said share of said estate both real 
& personal & the right & title thereof and thereto | will & do by these presents for 
myself, my heirs, executors & administrators, from the claim of my self & 
themselves & all other persons whatever warrant & defend to the said John C. 
Wright, his heirs and assigns. And | do by these presents, authorise and 
empower fully the said John C. Wright as my lawful attorney in fact to sue for, 
recover, and receive or settle from and with the representative of the said James 
Wright and his estate or any other person having & holding the said estate or 
distributive shares in my name as my said assignee or as said Attorney & to 
execute & deliver sufficient acquitances for the said estate in distributive share, 
confirming and notifying by these presents whatsoever my said assignee or 
attorney shall do or cause to be done in the premises as fully & perfectly as if | 
were personally present at the doing thereof or doing the same in my own proper 
person. In testimony whereof | have hereto set my hand and seal this the | 
Thirtieth day of December in the year of our Lord Eighteen hundred & forty- two. 


Signed sealed & John Wright 
deliverance in 

presence of us 

Robert W. Linners(?) 

Andrew I. Berry, J.I.C. 


Georgia ) 
Coweta County ) 


|, James |. Neeley Clerk of the Inferior Court for said County do hereby certify 
that Andrew | Berry whose name appears to the foregoing Deed of Gift letter of 
Attorney as a Subscribing witness is an acting Justice of the Inferior Court for 
said County & that full faith & credit ought to be had & given to his attestations as 
Such & that the Same is in due Form. Given under my hand & seal of Office, 
this the thirtieth day of De____ year eighteen hundred & forty two____.. 


James J. Neely Clk 
Georgia 
Coweta County J. Berry one of the Justices of the Inferior Court for Said 
County & State, do hereby certify that James |. Neely whose name appears to 


the above & foregoing certificate is Clerk of the Inferior Court for Said County & 
that full faith & credit ought to be had and given to his attestations as Such & that 
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the Same is in due form. Given under my hand and Seal this 30th December 


1842. 


Andw. J. Berry J.I.C." 


On January 6, 1843, in James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, South 


Carolina, Pack 74-A, the heirs, including John C. Wright, who resided in Franklin 


County, Georgia, appointed Benjamin Holland their attorney in fact to act for them in 


connection with the estate: 


"Georgia 
Franklin Coty 


Know all men by these presents that we whose names are heareunto annexed 
have this day ordained & appointed and do by these presence make ordain and 
appoint Benjamin Holland of the State and County aforesaid our true and lawful 
agent or attorney to ask demand & Receive or to sue for if necessary and 
Recover such sum or sums of money as yet may appear to be due or may 
become due to us as heirs of the Estate of James Wright Decd of South Carolina 
Pickens District and the said Benjamin Holland is hereby fully authorised and 
impowered to give all such receipts or acquittances in our names as may be 
lawful or wright for us to do though we ware there present to do it our selves 
given under our hands and seals 6th January 1843 


Test 

John C. Wright 
as guardian for 

Robt Harrison 

Prier Wright 

Mary Wright 

Thos Harrison 


J. H. Parker 
James W. Wright 
Nancy Wright 
Thomas Wright 
Rhoda Wright 
Francis Wright 
Harriet B. Harrison 
William C. Wright 
Joseph C. Looney 
his 
William + Carnes" 
mark 


On February 22, 1843, in James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, South 


Carolina, Pack 74-A, E. W. Harrison wrote a letter regarding his family and that of David 


Wright and Charlton Wright: 
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"Fayette County 22 Feby, 1843 
Dear Sir 


This will inform you we are all enjoying good health at present, Harriet is at my 
house at this time & expects to continue with us until fall, & then will go out to 
Brother Johns she is inclined to go to school as there is a school convenient | 
have been in the section whare Oncle David Wrights family has formerly lived & 
they had all mooved away his oldest Daughter is in Mississippi the balance is 
living in Stewart County in this State Oncle Chattron (Chaltron?) Wright lives in 
Macon County Alabama near Tuskegee. | am going to rite amediately to him 
informing him of the cituation of the Estate of his Brothers Requesting him to go 
& attend to it or other wise send a power to you to act for him or | will trade for 
his Intrest. | will try to get a power from the others also. | have inclosed a few 
lines from my self & Cozin Claton it is rather in a bad form if it should not answer 
Receive & receipt for the balance of the money that is in the hands of the 
ordinary | wold like it as a favor if you wold do so & inclose it to me by Mail 
Cozen Claton wishes to hear from you in a short time after you recieve this he 
told me that he had lately sent you a few lines | have nothing More at present but 
Remains Your Effectionate Brother &c. 


E. W. Harrison" 


Thereafter in James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, 
Pack 74-A, a number of receipts were filed by the heirs and their agents: 
"March the 8th 1843 


Mr. Norton sir plese pay to James H. Cleveland the amount Coming to me from 
James Wright Estate and this shall be your receipt for the same. 


Robert Wright 
Recd Pickens S.C. 3 April 1843 of M. M. Norton C.E.P.D. Ten Dollars & ten 
cents in full of Robt Wrights share of the Estate of J. Wright decd on the above 


order. 


James M. Cleveland" 
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"March the 20th 1843 
Mr. M. Norton 


Sir please send me by the bearer James M. Cleveland my part of the money you 
have in your hands of the Estate of James Wright Deceased since this shall be 
your receipt for the same & oblige yours &c 


William C. Wright 
$10.10 


Recd Pickens, S.C. 20th March 1843. of M. M. Norton, Comr. in Equity for this 
Dist. Ten dollars & ten cents in full of the distributive share of Wm. Wright (son of 
Thos. Wright decd) to the Real Estate of James Wright decd. on the above 
order. 


James M. Cleveland" 
"Mr. Miles Notton Esar 


Sir please pay Morgan Harbin what is coming to me from James Wrights Estate. 
this Shall be your receit for the same. 


March 26th 1843 Lilburn H. Wright 


Recd Pickens C. H. S.C. 3d April 1843. of Miles M. Norton Comr. in Equity for 
this Dist. Ten dollars & ten cents in full of the above order. Also the same 
amount which is due my wife as a Legatee of Jas. Wright decd. 


Morgan Harbin" 
"610.10 


Recd Pickens C.H.S.C. 27th March 1843. of Miles M. Norton Comr in Equity for 
Pickens Dist. Ten dollars & ten cents in full of the distributive Share of the within 
named E. W. Harrison to the Estate of James Wright decd. 


Benjamin Holland" 


"Recd Pickens C.H.S.C. 27th March 1843 of Miles M. Norton, Commissioner in 
Equity for Pickens District S.C. Eighty dollars and Eighty five cents, in full of the 
Shares of the legatees of Obediah Wright decd also Ten dollars and ten cents 
for Jos H. Parker, Thomas Harrison, and Harriet B. Harrison in full of their 
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distributive Shares of the Real Estate of James Wright decd. on the within Power 
of Attorney 


Benjamin Holland" 
"March 28th 1843 


Mr. Norton you will please to pay to James M. Cleveland the amount coming 
from the Estate of James Wright to me and this my order Shall be your Receipt 
for the same. 


Larkin Harrison 


Recd Pickens C.H.S.C. 3d April 1843 of Miles M. Norton Ten dollar & ten cents 
in full of Larkin Harrison’ shares of the Estate of Jas. Wright decd on the above 
order. 


James M. Cleveland" 


"Mr. Norton sir ples pay S. S. McJunkins what is coming to me from James 
Wright Estate and this my order shal be your receipt for the sum April th 1st 1843 


Wm. H. H. McJunkins 


Recd Pickens S.C. 3d April 1843 of M. M. Norton C.E.P.D. Ten dollars & ten 
cents in full of the above Order, also Ten dollars & ten cents in full of my own 
Share of Jas. Wrights Real Estate in behalf of my wife. 


S. S. McJunkin" 
"M. M. Norton Commr for Pickens District 


Please pay to W. W. Holland the amount of money in your office arising from the 
sale of lands belonging to the Estate of James Wright deceased, to which each 
one of us would be entitled and this shall be your receipt. 


3rd April 1843 Catharine Wright 
Robert Isbell 
Oliver Wright 
Benjamin McGee 
Guardian for Martha & Katharine Wright 


Recd Pickens S.C. 6th April 1843 of Miles M. Norton Comr in Equity for this Dist. 


sixty seven dollars & 33 cents in full for the shares of Catharine Wright, Robert 
Isbell, Oliver Wright, Benjamin McGee as Guardian for Martha & Catharine 
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Wright. My own share & the share of Jas. Wright as my ward to the Real Estate 
of James Wright decd. also $2.68 cts to divide between Milton Hix & Robt. 
Holland a mistake having been made in paying them. 

William W. Holland" 
"| have this day recd of M. M. Norton Com. Eq. for Pickens District Eighty dollars 
85/100 on a/c of within order with whom also is left the assignment of Chalton 
Wrights interest in said Estate Apr 7 1844. 

J. N. Whitner" 
"Colo. M. Norton 


Please pay to James W. Harrison the distributive shares of the Estate of James. 
Wright coming to me in right of my Wife Catherine and this shall be your rect for 


the same. 

April 17th 1843 his 

James Harrison Jackson X Lowry 
mark" 

"$566 


Received of Miles M. Norton Commissioner in Equity of Pickens District, South 
Carolina, Five Hundred and Sixty Six dollars in full of my distributive Share of the 
Real Estate of James Wright, decd this the 28 day of April 1843 sign sealed 
Frances Wright 


In presence of 
Isaac P. Gildens 
Benj. Loughridge" 


"Received Pickens C. H. S.C. 14th August 1843 of Miles M. Norton 
Commissioner in Equity for Pickens District, Eighty dollars and Eighty five cents 
in full of the distributive share of my Father John Wright of Coweta County Ga. to 
the Real Estate of James Wright decd on a Deed of Gift and Power of Attorney 
from the said John Wright for the said money so arising to me. 


John C. Wright 


John C. Wrights Receipt for John Wright: Share of the Real Estate of Jas. 
Wright decd & Power of Atty." 
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"| acknowledges this day to have recd of J. N. Whitner Eighty Dollars 85/100 on 
account of the interests or shares to which Charlton Wright is entitled in the real 
Estate of James Wright Decd. Sold for Partition by order of Court of Equity for 
Pickens District the said Charlton being a Brother & Distributee of said Estate the 
funds being now in the hands of the Commissioner in Equity M. M. Norton who is 
hereby authorized to refund the same to J. N. Whitner. This money being paid 
over to me in consequence of the assignment to me by said Charlton Wright of 
his interest & also an order for the money each of which are herewith left with 

J. N. Whitner. 


August 14, 1844 John C. Wright 
James Harrison" 


"_uary 20th 1844) 
south Carolina )__ & Miles M. Norton 
Anderson Dist ) 


Sir | have received an order from John Hinson which & | send to you by male 
hopeing you will be good enough to send the money to me by mail as it will save 
me of trouble to come after it Direct your letter to Townwill Anderson | remain 
yours respectfully 


James Bradberry" 


The assignment of Chariton Wright's interest in the estate generated a further 
dispute. In the James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens County, South Carolina, Box 4, 
No. 7, available from the Court of Ordinary, were two letters, a petition, and two orders 
regarding that dispute. 

The first letter was from Charlton Wright dated December 25, 1843, claiming a 
fraud by his nephew John C. Wright: 

"Tuskegee 25 Dec. 1843 


Dear Sir 


From the misrepresentation John C. Wright in relation to my Brother estate, that 
it was small and involved in and expensive lawsuit which was undertermined & 
would be for some time, | sold him my interest and gave him a power of attorney 
to recive my part. Your letter shows me that he lied, and swindled me, and | do 
hereby revoke & rescind such power of attorney, and you are hereby instructed 


0099E(070406) 899. 


to pay said mony only to myself or some other authorised person and not to said 
John C. Wright or his agents. We are all well & send our love. | write in haste. 


Yours most 
Respectfully 
Charlton Wright 

To William E. Cleveland 

or 

Baylus Hix" 


On February 7, 1844, in James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, South 
Carolina, Box 4, No. 7, Charlton Wright wrote again to the Commissioners of Equity: 
“Tuskegee Ala Feby 7 1844 


The Commissioners of Equity & Administrators for the Estate of James Wright 
Dec. 


Gents. 


You are requested not to dispose of the above named estate in any manner or 
shape untill such time as | may be enable to see you as | have reason to believe 
that there has been fraud practised on me by some of the parties. 


Charlton Wright" 


The amount in dispute in James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, South 
Carolina, Box 4, No. 7, was apparently paid over to the attorney who acknowledged 
receipt for it: 


"| have this day recd of M. M. Norton Com. Eq. for Pickens District Eighty dollars 
85/100 on a/c of within order with whom also is left the assignment of Charlton 
Wrights interest in said Estate Apr 7 1844. 


J. N. Whitner" 


sometime thereafter in James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, South 
Carolina, Box 4, No. 7, the administrators of the estate of James Wright petitioned the 


court for authority to distribute Charlton Wright's share: 
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"The State of South Carolina 
To The Hon. the Chancellors of said State 


The Petition of William E. Cleveland and Balus Hix respectfully shew unto your 
Honors That James Wright late of Pickens District departed this life Intestate 
possessed of an Estate Real & Personal subject to distribution amongst his Heirs 
at Law being his widow & Brothers and Sisters or the Representatives of those 
who were deceased. That your Petitioners administered on the Personalty under 
authority of Letters issued from the Court of Ordinary for Pickens District. That 
having sold by permission of said Court the Personal Estate & Collected the 
debts due to and paid the debts due by the Estate they proceeded to distribute 
the same amongst the Heirs at Law according to their several interests many of 
whom being residents in other states were notified promptly that their shares 
were severally ready for payment. That in the apportionment a share was 
retained for the Heirs of David Wright a deceased brother of their Intestate. That 
these consisted when last heard from of a daughter Elizabeth Wright who its said 
married (the name of the alledged husband not being known to your Petitioners 
and removed from Georgia to Mississippi) and two sons James and David Wright 
who resided when last heard from in Stewart County Georgia but of the present 
residence of either of the three your Petitioners can obtain no certain intelligence 
though they have communicated with the different sources & individuals whence 
they could reasonably hope for such information. 


That another share was retained for another Brother Charlton Wright sometimes 
called Tarlton. That information was likewise communicated to him then residing 
in Macon County near a place called Tuskegee in the State of Alabama and 
during the past winter application was made by one John C. Wright as a Nephew 
of the said Charlton Wright for the share of his uncle under a Deed of 
Assignment regularly proven and certified and in fact accompanied at the same 
time with one of the subscribing witnesses who proved the execution of the same 
whilst in this state and to whom payment would have been made but that notice 
preceeded by a few days the presentation of the Deed of Assignment to your 
Petitioners from the said Charlton Wright forbidding its payment to the assignee 
on the ground of alledged misrepresentation & fraud. 


Your Petitioners have these funds in their hands all that remains to the full 
administration of their Intestates Estate & being anxious to be discharged 
therefrom although quite an inconsiderable charge They respectfully pray your 
Honors that some order may be made for their relief that a Rule be published 
requiring these parties to appear and receive their shares by a given time and in 
default thereof that the same may be distributed amongst the other Heirs of their 
Intestate. That Charlton Wright be required by a day certain to contest and avoid 
his deed of assignment if indeed it be fraudulent or that a default thereof & on 
payment to the assignee that they be discharged from any further molestation by 
either or that your Petitioners be permitted to pay over the funds to a receiver to 
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be appointed by this Court or such other orders made in the premises as shall 
relieve your Petitioners from the further charge of these funds and from any risk 
of future liability in consequence of its disbursement. 


Wm E. Cleveland 
Balus Hix 


These Petitioners file herewith copies of the Deed & notice & will provide when 
required a/c of Receipts & Disbursements shewing the next amt due each 
distributee amounting to $__" 

Thereafter, the court in James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, South 
Carolina, Box 4, No. 7, entered its order in the same proceeding indicating a 
compromise of the dispute: 

"Wm E. Cleveland & another ) 


VS ) Petition for Relief 
Heirs of David Wright & ) 
others ) 


On hearing the Petition read and it being signified to the Court, that since the 
filing of the Petition, that the interest of Charlton Wright has been paid over 
under a compromise between the parties litigating. It is ordered, that the 
Petitioners be authorized to pay over the amount reserved for the Heirs of David 
Wright deducting costs and charges to the Commissioners in Equity to be by 
them invested at interest with sufficient surety, and therefrom the Petitioners be 
discharged from further liability to account for the same." 


Thereafter, the court entered a second order on those petitions: 


"Wm E. Cleveland Admrs_) 
VS. ) Petition For Relief 
Charlton Wright & al. ) 


On hearing the Petition & the Defendants as Heirs of David Wright if still living 
having failed to appear on motion of J. N. Whitner 


It is ordered that the Petitioners administrators in this case be permitted to pay 
over to the other Distributees of Est. of James Wright the Share reserved by 
them in anticipation of the claim on a/c the Heirs of David Wright according to 
their several proportions in discharge of themselves therefor deducting the costs 
of this proceeding. 


The Defendant Charlton Wright & John C. Wright having since the filing this 
Petition compromised between themselves & drawn the funds in the hands of 
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the Petitioners as suggested it is further ordered that the Petition be dismissed 
as to that portion thereof 


Benj F. Dunkin" 


On July 3, 1847, in James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, South 
Carolina, Box 4, No. 7, Charlton Wright wrote several letters to members of the family 


which are included in the file: 


"To James C. Wright (Postmark) 
Ellerslie P O Tuskegee Ala 
Harris Co Jul 4 

Ga 


July 3rd, 1847 
Dear James 


| recd yours on yesteday glad to hear from you | have bin looking for you to come 
over befow now but you air not coming till you start for home & | can't come to go 
with you to Carolina some of my family may be sick Before | cld get back crops 
air good considrig the cold wether - in the spring we have good at the prisant 
crops look well but small cotton my family is well Yurs & Co. 


Charlton Wright 
to 
William Cleaveland 


Der Sir - 
| rite you this to inform you that yu may safley pay over to my nfew the money 
that is coming to Brther David Wrights Estate from Brother James Wrights to 


him. 


| dont no of any post but Tuskegge that you could Direct your letter to 
Mr. Books Direct it to the ceair of John W. Jones Tuskegee al Yar & Co. 


Charlton Wright 
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Mrs. Elisebeth 
Red Yours on the Second 
| am sorey to heair that you air not much better | did not Think the madison you 


tuck when you was that it would coure you - if you will_ two or thee 
moor | think will coure you | glad to heair - that you air some Better. 





Yours & Co 
Charlton Wright" 


sometime before 1849 the heirs of David Wright were located and identified. In 
James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 74-A, included the 
marriage record of Elizabeth Wright to Martin T. Collier and her identification as an heir 
of David Wright: 

"Georgia ) 


Monroe County ) 


| certify that Martin T. Collier and Elizabeth Wright were duly joined in matrimony 
by me this 22nd day of October 1835. 


James Dunwoody, 
Minister of the Gospel 


Recorded 4th March 1836 
J. Powell Dep. C.C.0. 


Georgia 
Monroe County ) 


|, Elbridge G. Cabaniss(?) Clerk of the Court of Ordinary of said county hereby 
certify the foregoing to be a true copy from the records of my office of the 
certificate of the marriage of Martin T. Collier and Elizabeth Wright, and | further 
certify that said Martin T. Collier by virtue of his marriage with said Elizabeth 
Wright received from the administrator of the estate of David Wright of said state 
and county deceased the distributive share of said estate due to said Elizabeth 
Wright now Elizabeth Collier as daughter of said David Wright decd. Given 
under my hand and private Seal there being no Seal of office this 25th day of 
July 1849. 


Elbridge G. Cabaniss(?) C.C.M. 
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Georgia 
Monroe County ) 


| Jonathan Johnston one of the Justices of the Superior Court, said Justices also 
composing the Court of Ordinary of said county hereby certify that Elbridge G. 
Cabaniss(?) whose name is subscribed to the above certificate is and was at the 
time of signing the same Clerk of the Court of Ordinary of said county of Monroe, 
duly commissioned & qualified that full faith and credit ought to be had & given to 
his attestation as such and that the same is in due form. 


Given under my hand this 25th day of July 1849. 
Jonathan Johnston J.1.C." 


Elizabeth (Wright) Collier then appointed her brother James C. Wright to act for 
her in connection with the estate of James Wright: 


"The State of Missippi ) 
Winston County ) 


Know all men by these presents that we Martin T. Collier and Elizabeth M. 
Collier, formerly Elizabeth M. Wright, and now wife of the said Martin T. Collier of 
the State and County aforesaid have nominated, appointed constituted and 
ordained and by these presents do nominate, constitute, appoint and ordain 
James C. Wright of the County of Carroll in the state of Mississippi our true and 
lawful attorney for our deed and inournames ___ & stead to ask, obtain, 
receive sue for, recover, collect and procure from any of the clerks, 
Commissioners in Equity or Ordinaries or in whomsoever hands the same may 
be found either in the District of Pickins, Anderson or any other district, in the 
state of South Carolina, any money or monies, bills, or other effects, rights or 
interest due and of right belonging and coming to us or either of us in any one of 
said Districts or any other District in said State of South Carolina, from the Estate 
of James Wright, late of the state of South Carolina deceased, and to make, 
execute, sign, seal and deliver for us and in our names all such receipts bonds, 
assignment, conveyances, deeds, discharges, or other instruments as may and 
shall be proper, needful and lawfully required in the premises - as fully & 
effectually as we might or could do in that behalf. And further we do hereby 
specially and generally rest in and deligate to our said attorney full, general, and 
discretionary power and authority to ask, sue for, recover collect, obtain and 
procure from all and every person or persons, officer or officers in whosesoever 
hand or possession the same may be found in the State of South Carolina all 
money or monies, rights, interest, share claims and demand, goods, chattels & 
effects, due, belonging & coming to us or either of us from any persons living or 
from the Estate of any decedant in the State of South Carolina and to make, 
execute, sign, seal & deliver to the proper person or persons, officer or officers, 
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representative or representatives of any deceased person or persons, for us and 
in our names or either of us, or our names, all such receipts, bonds, deeds, 
conveyances, assignments, instruments or other discharges in writing as may be 
necessary, proper and lawfully required in the premises in and about the 
business, matters and livings aforesaid. And further we do hereby invest and 
delegate to our said attorney full and general power and authority to close up, 
finish, settle, transact and perform all and every thing, business matter in which 
we or either of us have any right, share, claim or interest of whatever character in 
the state of South Carolina as fully and effectually as we might or could do if 
present and acting in our own proper persons, Hereby ratifying, recognizing & 
holding for firm & effectual all that our said Attorney may lawfully do in the 
premises aforesaid. In testimony whereof we have hereunto set our hands and 
affixed our seals this the 27 day of April AD 1849. 


Signed, sealed & delivered M. T. Collier 

In the presence of us Elizabeth M. Collier 
James G. Carlisle 

Jno 


Received Pickens C. H. S.C. 3d August 1849 of Miles M. Norton Commissioner 
in Equity for the District and State aforesaid, Forty dollars forty two & half cents 

in full of the distributive share of Elizabeth Collier & her Husband Martin T. Collier 
(the said Elizabeth being the Daughter of David Wright decd.) to the Real Estate 
of James Wright deceased, on the within Power of Attorney. 


Also, Forty dollars forty two & half cents in full of my own distributive share as the 
son of David Wright decd.) to the real Estate of James Wright. 


James C. Wright 


The State of Mississippi _) 
Winston County ) 


Personally appeared Martin |. Collier before me Archibald Jillen acting justice of 
the peace in and for said County in said State, who acknowledged that he 
signed, sealed and delivered the foregoing letter of Attorney from himself & wife | 
to James C. Wright on the day and year therein mentioned as his act and deed. 
Also personally appeared before me the said and undersigned magistrate, 
Elizabeth M. Collier, wife and consort of the said Martin T. Collier who being by 
me examined in that behalf in private and separate and apart from her said 
husband, acknowledged that she signed, sealed & delivered the foregoing letter 
of Attorney from herself & her said husband to James C. Wright on the day & 
year therein mentioned freely & voluntarily as her own act & deed, and wholly 
without any threats, menaces, coercion or compulsion from her said husband or 
otherwise. 
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In testimony whereof | have hereunto set my hand & seal this the 27 day of April. 
AD 1849 


Archibald Gillis (Seal) 
Justice of the peace 


The State of Mississippi _) 
Winston County ) 


| Erastus Huntley Clerk of the Probate Court of Winston County in said State do 
hereby certify that Archibald Gillis who has given the above certificate of 
acknowledgements is and was at the time of giving the same a duly elected, 
sworn, qualified & commissioned Justice of the peace in and for said County in 
said State, that his said certificate is in due form of law, that the signature 
purporting to be his is genuine, and that all his official acts in said capacity are 
entitled to full faith and credit. 


In testimony whereof | have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of said 
Court at office in the town of Louisville in said County this 28th day of April AD 
1849. 


Erastus Huntley Clerk 


The State of Mississippi _) 
Winston County ) 


| Joseph Bell sole and presiding Judge of the Probate Court of said County of 
Winston in said state, the same being a Court of record, do hereby certify that 
Erastus Huntley, who has given the foregoing certificate of authentication is and 
was at the time of giving the same the duly elected, sworn, qualified and 
commissioned clerk of said Court of Probates in said County & State that his 
said Certificate is in due form of law, and that all his official acts in said Capacity 
are entitled to full faith and credit. 


In testimony whereof | have hereunto set my hand & seal this 28th day of April 
AD 1849 at the County aforesaid. 


Jo. Bell 
Judge &c as aforesaid" 


The last document in James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, South 
Carolina, Pack 74-A, was a letter by the attorney J. N. Whitner apparently to the clerk of 


the court: 
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“Anderson Aug 26 1849 
Dear Sir 


Mr. Hix writes me that the Heirs of David Wright have applied to you for the 
money to which they are entitled. $200 has been on deposit under my charge 
since the application was made to the Court. 


That sum less the costs of the application is ready at any moment. The Costs 
you may tax remembering Printers fee & pay over to any accredited agent if he 
shall present himself or send him to me and | will pay. If you advance and let me 
know | will cash your order forthwith. 


Truly yr &c 
J. N. Whitner 


N.B. | recd a note from your Father in reference to Living but at a time when | 
could not hold my head up. It is mislaid or | would write to him. No need fora 
Bank officer." 


The third proceeding connected with the James Wright estate was a partition suit 
filed by the administrators of the estate to determine proper ownership of certain slaves 
after Frances (Cleveland) Wright's death as between James Wright's family and 
Frances (Cleveland) Wright's family. The complaint in William Cleveland Equity 
Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 184, was dated March 5, 1849, and 
provided as follows: 


"State of South Carolina —) In Equity 
) To their Honor the 
Pickens District ) Chancellors of the said State 


Humbly complaining unto your Honor, your Orators William E. Cleveland and 
Balus Hix respectfully sheweth, That your Orators are the Administrators of all 
and singular the goods and chattels rights and credits which were of James 
Wright decd late of the District and State aforesaid. That in virtue of their 
administration the debts of the Intestate have been paid and administration fully 
made of all such Estate as has come into their possession except one share 
reserved for one of the distributees if living or if dead for his legal representatives 
if to be found for instruction as to the distribution of which proceedings have 
been had and are yet pending in this Honorable Court. That recently certain 
Negro Slaves which had been in the State of Georgia and in the possession of 
Frances Wright the widow of the said James Wright decd have been 
surrendered to your Orator Balus Hix Seven in number to wit, Hannah, Luce, 
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Harriet, Julia, Terrell, Bob, Mary, Jane, and Sambo and in as much as your 
Orators are not advised as to the proper disposition to be made of such Slaves 
they respectfully ask the aid of this Honorable Court that any question of title 
may be settled now whilst it may be done without hazard of loss to your Orators. 
As informed they believe the following statement to be true in relation to the said 
Slaves. Wm Cleveland formerly of said State, and the father of Frances Wright 
by his last Will and testament duly made and executed and which was admitted 
to probate and is of record in the Office of the Ordinary for Anderson District 
bearing date the 3lst July 1820 made amongst other bequests the following: 
"Secondly to my daughter Fanny Wright formerly Fanny Cleveland | give a negro 
woman Milley now in her possession, but with this condition, that should she die 
without lawful issue the negro woman and all her issue to be equally divided 
amongst her surviving brothers and sisters". That the Slaves above named are 
the children of Milley, the woman named in the clause of the will just recited. 
That although in the possession of Fanny Wright and her husband at the making 
of the will yet that she had been loaned and therefore no right attached in 
consequence of such possession. That on the death of the said William 
Cleveland the said woman Milley and her children then born were brought 
forward and appraised and received by said Fanny Wright and her husband 
under the will. That James Wright survived the said William Cleveland many 
years and during his whole life when sober it is alledged treated these Slaves as 
entailed on his wife Frances Wright she never having given birth to a child and 
being conseguently without issue. That on the death of the said James Wright 
who had no lineal descendant his Estate has been distributed as aforesaid, his 
widow Frances Wright being entitled to one half and the other moiety distributed 
amongst the brothers and sisters of said James Wright and their descendants as 
next of kin. The Slaves in question not being regarded by the said Frances 
Wright as the proper Estate of her husband the late James Wright who refused 
to surrender to your Orators as distributable amongst the heirs at law of the said 
James Wright. That during the past year the said Frances Wright having treated 
with some of the surviving brothers and sisters of the said Frances for a 
surrender to them of what they have regarded as equivalent now only to a life 
Estate a stipulation was entered into by which she has transfered her interest in 
the said Slaves to her surviving brothers & sisters (she still retaining two other 
slaves of the issue of the negro woman Milley) who are disposed to make 
partition amongst themselves thereof. It having been intimated to your Orators 
that one of the Heirs at Law of the said James Wright set up a claim to an 
interest in the said Slaves and might even seek to harrass your Orators in 
consequence of their administration aforesaid, because of these apprehensions 
on the part of your Orators, instead of dividing the said Slaves in another 
jurisdiction your Orator Balus Hix prevailed on the parties in interest to submit all 
questions of titles to the said Slaves to a competent tribunal and your Orators 
pray the aid of this court in the premises. That your Orator Balus Hix may be 
instructed by the decree of this court to sell the said Slaves for partition amongst 
the surviving brothers and sisters of the said Fanny Wright according to the will 
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of the said William Cleveland and the release and transfer from the said Frances 
Wright copies of which instruments of writing are herewith filed marked exhibit, 
A. & B. unless your Honor shall deem the said Slaves as forming a part of the 
Estate of the said James Wright and subject to distribution amongst his heirs at 
law one moiety to the widow or those possessing her interest by legal transfer 
and the other moiety to the next of kin of said James Wright in which case your 
Orators ask the proper Order for Sale and distribution amongst them so that in 
either event the title of said Slaves may remain undisturbed and your Orators 
free from any molestation, hazard or loss in the premises. The several parties to 
be thus affected by the order of this court now sought are first the surviving 
brothers and sisters of Frances Wright to wit, Nancy Cleveland wife of George C. 
Cleveland, Mary O'Neale wife of John H. O'Neale, Lucinda Laughridge wife of 
Benjamin Laughbridge, Elizabeth Cleveland wife of Thomas Cleveland and Jane 
Hix wife of your Orator Balus Hix whose husbands are likewise living and also 
your Orator William E. Cleveland, Catharine Wright widow of Larkin Wright and 
Martha Wright widow of Thomas Wright decd being eight in number and Second 
the Heirs at Law of James Wright decd to wit John Wright and Charlton Wright 
brothers each supposed to be yet living though each residing out of the State 
and the latter it is said having transfered his interest to one John C. Wright who 
received his distributive Share on a written conveyance and transfer in the 
former division. The representatives of the following deceased brothers to wit 
Heirs of David Wright to wit a daughter Elizabeth Wright and two sons James 
and David Wright each long absent from the State. Heirs of Obed Wright to wit 
J. C. Looney & wife Permilia, W. C. Wright, James W. Wright Wm Carnes & 
wife, Hannah, Mary Wright Nancy Wright, Tho. Wright, Rhoda Wright and 
Frances Wright. Heirs of Thomas Wright to wit, Wm Wright, Robt Wright, 
Abednego Wright Saml. McJunkin & wife Nancy, Henry McJunkin and wife 
Martha, Monroe Cleveland & wife Catherine and Lilburn Wright. Heirs of Larkin 
Wright (who has departed this life since the death of the said James Wright) to 
wit his widow Catharine Wright and their eight children that is to say Frances Hix 
wife of Milton Hix, Nancy Holland wife of Robert Holland Lucinda Isbell wife of 
Robert Isbell Oliver Wright, James Wright, Martha Wright and Catharine Wright 
and the Heirs of Julia Holland who had been the wife of William Holland to wit 
the said Husband and three children Robert Catharine and Nancy minors Heirs 
of Nancy Harrison to wit E. W. Harrison, Tho Harrison, Larkin Harrison, Jno 
Harrison, Benj Holland and wife Lucinda, Jackson Lo___y(?’) and wife 
Catharine, Jas W. Parker and wife Elizabeth and Harriet B. Harrison - these 
together with Frances Wright the widow of James Wright now resident in the 
State of Georgia constitute the next of kin and heirs at Law of the said James 
Wright decd. 


May it please your Honors to grant your Writ of Subpoena directed to such of the 
above named parties as may be resident within the State and a rule to be made 
public by proper notice requiring those without the State each to appear before 
your Honor in this Honorable court by a day certain to answer the allegations of 
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this Bill and to abide and perform such order and decree as may be made in the 
premises. 


Whitner & Harrison 
Comp Sols." 


The next document in William Cleveland Equity Papers, Pickens District, South 
Carolina, Pack 184, is the separate answer of E. W. Harrison to the Bill of Complaint 
filed on June 12, 1849, and which provided as follows: 


"The State of South Carolina ) In Equity 
Pickens District ) 


The separate answer of E. W. Harrison to the Bill of Complaint of William E. 
Cleveland and Balus Hix administrators of the Estate of James Wright deceased. 
This Defendant saving and reserving to himself the right of exception to the 
manifold errors in Complainants Bill for answer to so much as he is advised is 
material to answer, saith That so far as he is informed the Complainants are the 
Administrators of all and singular the goods and chattels, rights and credits of 
James Wright deceased - and that so far as he is cognizant the debts of the 
Intestate have been paid. But this Defendant solemnly denies, that the said 
Complainants have fully administered the Estate of the said James Wright 
deceased, and that they have now in their possession, or in the possession of 
one of them several negro slaves, to wit Hannah, Luce, Harriet, Julia, Terrel, 
Bob, Mary, Jane & Sambo nine in number as their names set forth in the Bill 
prove, which said Slaves this Defendant is advised and verily belongs to the 
Estate of the Intestate James Wright. And this Defendant further states that he 
is informed that Frances Wright the widow of the Intestate has also by 
permission of the said complainants in her possession in the State of Georgia 
several other Slaves, the names and number of which are unknown to this 
Defendant, which properly belong also to the Estate of the said James Wright 
deceased - all which aforesaid Slaves are subject as this Defendant believes to 
distribution among the legal Heirs and Representatives of the said James Wright 
deceased - of whom this Defendant is one, claiming as one of the legal heirs and 
Representatives of Nancy Harrison deceased who was a sister of the said 
James Wright deceased and who intermarried with one Robert Harrison. 


That the said Slaves mentioned in complainants Bill are the increase of a negro 
woman Milley given by William Cleveland deceased to the complainants 
Intestate James Wright after his intermarriage with his daughter Fanny - and that 
William Cleveland deceased did make a will this Defendant is informed and 
believes but that no copy of said will has been filed with complainants Bill, and 
this Defendant makes the following averments in regard to the said negro 
Slaves. That the negro woman Milley was given as before stated to James 
Wright deceased by the said William Cleveland deceased and that the said 
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James Wright had and kept possession of the said negro woman Milley and her 
increase for a number of years ten or fifteen previous to the alledged making of 
the will of the said William E. Cleveland deceased as his own property, and as 
such used the said Negroes and exercised all the rights of ownership over the 
same. That so far as the allegation in the Complainants Bill, that the negro 
woman Milley was loaned to James Wright deceased by William Cleveland 
deceased is concerned this Defendant states that it is the first time he has ever 
heard it and thinks that it is sufficiently rebutted by the fact that both before and 
after the making of the will as alledged in complainants Bill, that the Intestate of 
the complainants uniformly so far as this Defendant has knowledge claimed the 
property as his own and as such did proceed to sell and dispose of a certain 
portion of the negro slaves which were of the increase of the said negro woman 
Milley - nor did this Defendant though nearly related to the complainants 
Intestate, ever hear before that the said James Wright deceased either drunk or 
sober treated the said slaves as the property of his wife Frances Wright, she 
being as is alledged without issue. 


This Defendant further states that the said negro Slaves in question were not 
sold at the sale of the other property of the complainants Intestate but were 
removed from this District by the said Frances Wright by and with the advice and 
consent of at least one of the complainants to the state of Georgia, where so far 
as this Defendants knowledge goes they remained until a short time since, 
whereas he has been informed a portion of them was brought back and 
delivered to the complainant Balus Hix who now has them in possession, and 
were only removed from this Jurisdiction as this Defendant believes to defeat the 
claim of the legal Heirs and representatives of the said James Wright deceased 
to a share in the distribution of them as provided in the acts of the Legislature of 
this State. The Defendant further states that as one of the legal Heirs and 
Representatives of the said deceased he does claim his proportionate share of 
the proceeds of the sale of the said negroes which are so far as he is advised 
subject to the distribution among the legal Heirs and Representatives of the said 
James Wright deceased, who are mentioned in the Complainants Bill with others 
who are not his Heirs, and he prays the aid of this Honorable Court in the 
premises and submits that his claim as one of the Heirs to the Judgment of this 
Jurisdiction. And this Defendant having now answered all and singular the 
allegations in the complainants Bill prays that he may be dismissed with his 
reasonable costs 


E. M. Keith 
Deft Sol. 
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South Carolina ) 
Pickens District ) 


E. W. Harrison makes oath that the facts in the above answer are true so far as 
they come within his Knowledge and that so far as they are derived from others 
he believes to be true. 


Sworn to before me E. W. Harrison" 

12th June 1849 

E. M. Keith Nov. Pat 

The next document in William Cleveland Equity Papers, Pickens District, South 
Carolina, Pack 184, was the separate answer of John C. Wright dated June 12, 1849: 


"In Equity - Pickens Dist. 
June Term 1849 


W.E. Cleveland & ) 

Bailus Hix Admr __) 

VS. ) Separate answer of Jno. C. Wright 

Nancy Wright ) 

& Others ) 

E. M. Keith 

Deft, Sol 

Filed, 12th June 1849 
Miles M. Norton 
C.E.P.D. 

In Equity 

The State of South Carolina ) 

Pickens District ) 


The separate answer of John C. Wright to the Bill of Complaint of William E. 
Cleveland Bailus Hix Administrators of the Estate of James Wright deceased - 
This defendant saving and reserving to himself the right of exception to the 
manifold Errors in complainants Bill for answer to so much thereof as he is 
advised is material for him to answer, answering saith That so far as he is 
informed the complainants are the Administrators of all and singular the goods 
and chattels rights and credits of James Wright deceased - that so far as he is 
cognizant the debts of the Intestate have been paid But this defendant solemnly 
denies that the said complainants have fully administered the Estate of the said 
James Wright deceased and that they have now in their possession or in the 
possession of one of them several negro slaves to wit Hannah, Luce, Harriet, 


0099E(070406) | 913. 


Julia, Tenil, Bob, Mary, Jane & Sambo, nine in number as their names set forth 
in the Bill prove, which said slaves this defendant is advised and verily believes 
belong to the Estate of the Intestate James Wright - and this defendant further 
states that he is informed that Frances Wright widow of the Intestate has also by 
permission of the said complainants in her possession in the State of Georgia 
several other slaves, the names, & the number of which are unknown to this 
defendant, which properly belong also to the Estate of the said James Wright 
deceased, all which aforesaid slaves are subject as this defendant believes to 
distribution among the legal Heirs and Representatives of the said James Wright 
deceased of whom this defendant is one claiming as representative of John 
Wright by legal transfer, who was the brother of complainants Intestate, and also 
claiming the distributive share of Charlton Wright the brother of the Intestate both 
by legal transfer, which said transfer from Charlton Wright he believes is in the 
hands of J. N. Whitner, who is one of the complainants solicitors - That the said 
slaves are the increase of the negro woman Milly given by the said William 
Cleveland to the Intestate James Wright after his intermarriage with his daughter 
Fanny - that William Cleveland deceased did make a will this defendant is 
informed and believes, but that no copy of the said will has been filed with the 
complainants Bill, and this defendant makes the following averments in relation 
to the said negro slaves - That the negro Woman Milly and her was given as 
before stated to James Wright by the said William Cleveland deceased and that 
the said James Wright had kept possession of the said negro woman Milly and 
her increase, for a number of years ten or fifteen previous to the alleged making 
of the will of the said Wm. Cleveland deceased, as his own property, and as 
such used the said negroes, and exercised all the rights of ownership over the 
same - That so far as the allegation in the complainants Bill that the negro 
woman Milly was loaned to James Wright deceased by William Cleveland is 
concerned this defendant states that it is the first time he ever heard it and thinks 
that it is sufficient that both before and after the making of the will as alledged in 
the complainants Bill, that the Intestate uniformly so far as this defendant has 
knowledge claimed the property as his own and as such did proceed to sell and 
dispose of a portion of said negro slaves which were the increase of said negro 
woman Milly - Nor did this defendant though nearly related to the complainants 
Intestate, ever hear before that the said James Wright deceased Either drunk or 
sober treated the said slaves as the property of his wife Frances Wright, she 
being as Is alleged without issue 


This defendant further states that the said negro slaves in question were not sold 
at the sale of the other property of the complainants Intestate, but were removed 
from this District by the said Frances Wright by & with the advice and consent of 
at least one of the complainants to the State of Georgia where so far as this 
defendants knowledge goes they remained until a short time since, when as he 
has been informed a portion of them was brought back and delivered to the 
Complainant Bailus Hix who now has them in possession and were only 
removed from this jurisdiction as this defendant believes to defeat the claim of 
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the legal Heirs & Representatives of the said James Wright deceased to a share 
in the distribution according to the acts of the Legislature of this State. This 
defendant further States that as one of the legal Heirs and Representatives of 
the said James Wright deceased he does claim his proportionate share of the 
proceeds of the sale of the said Negro Slaves, which are so far as he is advised 
and informed, subject to distribution among the legal Heirs and Representatives 
of James Wright deceased mentioned in complainants Bill and prays the aid of 
this Honorable in the premises And this defendant having now answered all and 
singular the allegations in complainants Bill prays that he may be dismissed with 
his reasonable costs. 


E. M. Keith 
Deft Sols 


South Carolina ) 
Pickens District ) 


John C. Wright makes Oath that the facts set forth in the above answer are true 
as far as comes within his knowledge and as far as they are derived from others 
he believes to be true. 

John C. Wright 
sword to Before me 19 June 1849 


E. M. Keith 
Not. Pub." 


Thereafter interrogatories were propounded to Chariton Wright: 


"Jno C. Wright et al ) Cross Interrogations to be 


ads ) propounded to Charlton Wright 
Wm E. Cleveland & ) Macon Alabama 
Baylis Hix ) 


A witness on part of Defendants - 

The Complainants object to the testimony of the above witness. Because he is 
one of the Parties to this suit and directly interested in the result. If this objection 
is overruled then the following Interrogatories are propounded - 


1st If you answer the 2nd direct interrogatory of Defendants, please state the 
circumstances-? 
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2 Do you or not know, the conditions upon which the said negro girl went 
into possession of James Wright - and have you or not heard him speak 
of it often -? 


3- Did the said James Wright, when sober, ever claim the said negro woman 
or her increase - and did he or not authorize you to get back one of the 
children which had gone out of his possession? and for what reason? 


4 Do you or not know that the said negro woman was returned by the said 
James Wright and appraised as the property of the said Wm Cleveland 
his father in law: 


5 If you know of anything else which would benefit complainants please 
state it. 


Whitmer Harrison Defts Atty" 


Interrogatories were then propounded to Nancy Cleveland, the widow of William 
Cleveland, and she gave two depositions in William Cleveland Equity Papers, Pickens 
District, South Carolina, Pack 184: 


"Nancy Cleveland et al ) 

av ) In Chancery - Pickens 
Wm. E. Cleveland & ) Bill for Relief &c 
Baylus Hix Admrs &c ) 


X Interrogatories to be propounded to Jack R. Cox and Godfry Isbell 


X Inter 1. If you or either of you speak of any conversations of James Wright in 
relation to the negro Woman Milly, State time, place and under what 
circumstances such conversation was held, and use as near as you can his 
exact words. Was he not drinking & 


X Inter 2. If you know anything else state it fully. 


Keith 
Defts Sol." 


"Deposition 


Int: 1st Ans. Yes James Wright was Present when the Condition was fixed and 
he and his wife Rmaid some two or three weeks after the Marige and then 
moved and my Husband thus told James Wright to take this girl as a Loan that 
She would do to wait on Fany Wright and James Wright did consent to this 
Condition 
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Int 2nd about Forty year ago 


Int 3rd Yes he Excpted her as a loan about forty years ago and dont know that 
James Wright Said any thing at all. 


Int 4th | do not Recollect of any conversation James Wright but 
consented to the Loan. 


Int 5th James Wright was Present at the time of the appraisement of my 
Husbands Property and Brot Milly and her increase himself. 


Int 6th Since my Husbands death he sold one of the negroes and James Wright 
Said he was Drunk when he done it or he would not have done it and was Sory 
that he Sold Fanys negro while Drunk. 


Int 7th the Girl Milly was loaned to Jams & Fany Wright to the making of 
the will and was in their Possession some time. 


8th Know | do not know that he always claimed the negroes as his Property 
though he Sold one of the negroes after my Husbands Death. 


9th | dont know aything further | here stated about what | can Recolet. 


A. P. Reeds her 
Robert Maxwell Nancy X Cleveland 
mark 


Samuel C. Needom" 
"Deposition 


Int 1st Ans. | am the widow of William Cleveland and the Mother of Fany Wright 
formally Fany Cleveland. 


Intero. 2. Yes | did know the girl Milly abut Forty years ago She went into 
Posesion of James Wright and wife Fany. 


Intr. 3rd There was a condition. She was only loaned and not given but sent to 
wate on Fany Wright. 


Int. 4th James Wright Recev the girl Milly as a Loan and Promised to Return her 
when a division might be made 


Intr. 5th | hav often heard James Wright speak of the girl Milly and her Children 
but never claimed thus as his Property in my Presence. 
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Int. 6th. | hav Rason to believ he did | heard James Wright ask my Husband if 
he Wright Should Pay Taxes for Milly and her Children. Ther ansair was when | 
want you to Pay Taxes | will let you know. 


Int. 7th. Jams Wright did bring the girl Milly back and was appraised as my 
Husbands Proprty after his death can't say possibly whether the girl Milly did hav 
any children but am of the impression that She Had one child. 


Int. 8 | have known James Wright at one time to bring the girl Milly Back and 
Said he would not Raise negroes for other People, and vry often | hav known 
him to thretten to bring back the negroes would Say he would not raise Proprty 
for other People but wuld finaly get in good humer and never sent them back but 


one time 
A. P. Reerden her 
Robert Maxwell Nancy X Cleveland 


mark 
Samuel C. Reecer" 


Depositions were also given by Jacob R. Cox and Godfrey Isbell: 


"Wm. E. Cleveland ) 
Baylis Hix Admr ) Bill for Relief in 
vs ) Chancery Pickens S.C. 


Mrs. Nancy Wright Et al ) 


Depositions of Jacob R. Cox taken in Murray County Georgia by virtue of a 
commission from the Court of Chancery of Pickins District So Ca. 


To the first Interogatory He answers 
| was acquainted with James Wright 


To the 2nd He answers | have heard James Wright speak of certain Negroes. 
Milly & her children belonging to Fanny Wright his wife and that after her death 
said Negroes were to go to the Clevelands if the said Fanny Wright died without 
issue. 


To the 3rd He answers | was present when he sold a negro boy named Sam the 
son of Milly and after the sale he became dissatisfied and expressed himself as 
sorry for having sold him and said he had no authority to sell him. | do not 
remember that he offered any thing to get the negro back. The sale was for 
seven Hundred dollars & after Wright became dissatisfied the purchaser paid 
him Thirty Dollars more. He said Cleveland & Laughridge would get the negro 
back 
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To the 4 He answers he knows nothing more that will benefit the complainant 
Answered subscribed sworn to before us 13th May 1850 


James | Allen J. R. Cox 
F.B. Morris 
James Morris" 


"Answers to Cross Interrogatories of Jacob R. Cox To X Interrogatory 1st He 
answers | knew James Wright from May 1830 untill his death & frequently during 
that time heard him speak of the woman Milly & her issue at Fair Play in Pickens 
District he was generally drinking when | heard him speak about them & 
sometimes claimed them himself & sometimes said they belonged to his wife. | 
never heard him Claim the negroes when he was sober. When he sold the 
Negro boy he was drinking and after he became sober he expressed regret for 
having sold the Negro, & said he had no right to sell him. | have heard him say 
that if the will could be broke the Negroes would be his own but if the will was 
sustained they were not his. | do not rember the precise words he used when — 
speaking about the Negroes. 


To X Interrogatory 2nd He answers | know nothing more that will benefit the 
defendants. 


Answered subscribed & sworn to hefore me 13th May 1850 


James | Allen J. R. Cox 
F.B. Morris 
James Morris" 


"Wm E. Cleveland ) 

Baylis Hix Admr ) Bill for Relief in 
V. ) Chancery Picken all 
Mrs. Nancy Wright ) 


Deposition of Godfrey Isbel in the above stated case taken in Murray County 
Georgia by virtue of a commission from the Chancery Court of Pickens District 
So Car. 

To the Ist Interogatory He answers 

| was acquainted with James Wright from the year 1820 untill his death 

2nd Interogatory He answers, | have heard James Wright say that the Negro 


woman Milly and her issue belonged to his wife during her life time and after her 
death to the Clevelands. and said he would not raise them for the Clevelands 
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To the 3rd Interogatory he answers. | heard Wright say he had sold a negro boy 
named Sam who was the son of Milly. and that he was sorry for it & had offered 
something | do not remember how much to get him back it was either ten or 
twenty Dollars. His reason for wanting to get him back was that the boy 
belonged to Fanny his wife and that if Bob Cleveland was at home he would stop 
the purchaser & would not let him have Sam 


To the 4th Interogatory He answers | know nothing mote that will benefit the 
complainants 


Answered Subscribed & sworn to before me 13 May 1850 


James I. Allen Godfrey Isbell 
F.B. Morris 
James Morris" 


"Answers to 
Cross Interrogatories of Godfre Isbell 


To 1st Crop Interorgatory He answers 


The first time | heard him speak of the Negroes was about thirty years ago at his 
own house in Pickens District So Ca. the next time was at Fair Play after he had 
sold the boy testified to in the direct interogatories. the first time he was sober. 
the Second time he was drinking. | have stated the Substance of what he said 
the precise words | do not remember 


To 2nd X Interogatory He says he knows nothing more about the matter. 
Answered subscribed & sworn to before us 15th May 1850 

James |. Allen | Godfrey Isbell 

F. B. Morris 


James Morris" 


An initial order of the court was filed on June 20, 1850: 
"Wm. E. Cleveland & ) In the Court of Equity 


Baylis Hix admr. ) Pickens District 
V. ) June Sittings 1850 
Nancy Wright et al ) 


This cause having been brought to a hearing upon the pleadings & evidence 
taken in the case. The Court is of opinion that whether negroes in question were 
given by Wm Cleveland to his daughter Frances & her husband, by___, or 
were only loaned and subsequently made subject to the second clause of his will 
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ineithercase the. tothe ———s in Frances andthe _____ rights of her 
husband attached: The only difference being that in the latter case, the title of 
Frances &the__sright of herhusband __ and attached subject only upon 
the contingency to manner___—suupon dying without issue. She being yet alive, 
the contingency had not taken place and no injustice has yet noted in___ of 
the , 


ltis___~= demand that the said slaves, subject to the aforesaid contingency are 
parsel of the estate of James Wright, and to the administration as such. And by 
consent of counsel, it is further ordered that the parties have leave to examine 
the witnesses in attendance upon this and that all ___—_—s testimony taken in this 
case and to be taken may be said in any further of this case. 


It is also further ordered that all the testimony taken in this case or to be taken, 
the security filed withthe = and__, to be used as evidence in any question 
upon the same subject matter to determine the rights of parties upon the 
happenings of the contingency, upon which the estate may be defacto. To the 
same extent as of this__ a Bill to take and perpetuate testimony. 


The costs now incurred to be paid by the admrs out of the estate of James 
Wright. 


J. Johnston 
June 20 1850" 


The next document in William Cleveland Equity Papers, Pickens District, south 
Carolina, Pack 184, was a Bill for Injunction by members of the Cleveland family 
against the administrators of the estate of James Wright on January 28, 1851, which 
provided as follows: 


"The Bill & affidavit been read onsu__ the ___,ord__ thatawritof__in 
the motion of ___ of Injunction, de jure restraining the Defendants Baylus Hix 
and William E. Cleveland from delivering the said slaves to any person or 
persons who may purchase them (Viz Hannah Luce, Harriet Julia, Terrel, Bob 
Mary Jane (?) Sambo John Tom Hampton, and child of Hannah name unknown.) 
without security for the forthcoming of the said slaves: and that the purchaser or 
purchasers of the said slaves enter into bond, each in the penalty of an amount 
equal to double the value of the slave or slaves so bought, conditioned that he or 
she will not go beyond the limits of the state; or else that he will produce the 
slave mentioned, or so many of them as he or she may have purchased to 
answer any order that in this court may be made. 





Miles M. Norton 
C.E. P. D. 
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Comr Office 
Pickens C. H. S. C. 
28th Jany. 1851 


The State of South Carolina ) 
Pickens District ) In Equity 


To the Honorable the Chancellors of the said State Humbly complaining show 
unto your Honors, your Orators and Oratrices George Cleveland and his wife 
Nancy, John O'Neal and his wife Mary, Benjamin Laughridge and his wife 
Lucinda, Thomas Cleveland and his wife Elizabeth, all of the State of Georgia as 
follows. 


That William Cleveland late of Pickens District in the State first aforesaid duly 
made and published his last will and testament in writing bearing date on or 
about the 31st day of July - Anno Domini 1820, and thereby amongst other 
things gave and bequeathed in words or to the purport and effect following viz. 


"| give a negro woman Milley now in her possession, but with this condition, that 
should she die without lawful issue, the negro woman and all her issue to be 
equally divided among her surviving brothers & sisters." 


As in and by the said will, or the probate thereof, reference being thereto had will 
more fully and at large appear a copy of which will is herewith filed and marked 
"Exhibit A". That the said William Cleveland soon after making the 
aforementioned will departed this life, leaving the same unrevoked and in full 
force and effect. That the said Fanny Wright to whom the aforesaid bequest was 
made was at the time of the execution of the said will and at the death of the said 
William Cleveland, the wife of James Wright who received into his possession 
Milly and held her and her issue under the aforesaid clause of William 
Clevelands'’ will, untill his death, which occurred on or about the __—s day of 
_____ Anno Domini 1839. 


That at the time of the death of James Wright the issue of the woman Milley, 
who is now dead, had increased and now amounts to the number of thirteen viz 
Hannah, Luce, Harriet, Julia, Terrell, Bob, Mary, Jane (?), Sambo, John, Thomas 
Hampton, and an infant child, of Harriet name unknown. 


That the said James Wright died without having a will, and administration upon 
his estate was regularly granted by the ordinary of Pickens District to Baylus Hix 
and William E. Cleveland, who are now the representatives of the said estate, 
and in possession of the slaves above named. 


Your Orators and Oratrices further show unto your Honors, That the surviving 
brothers and sisters of Fanny Wright are William E. Cleveland one of the 
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adminstrators of the estate of James Wright deceased Jane Hix wife of Baylus 
Hix the other administrator of the estate of James Wright deceased, Martha 
Wright widow, Catharine Wright widow, and the complainants Nancy wife of 
George Cleveland, Mary wife of John O:Neal, Lucinda wife of Benjamin 
Laughridge and Elizabeth wife of Thomas Cleveland. That they are advised that 
in the event of Fanny Wright dying without having issue living at her death, which 
is an event now most likely to occur, the limitation and so shewn contained in the 
said bequest to Fanny Wright will take effect, and the said negroes before 
named be subject to division among them or so many of them as shall then be 
surviving, share and share alike. 


Fanny Wright widow of James Wright decsd on or about the twenty eighth day of 
April - Anno Domini 1848 relinquished by deed all her interest in the above 
mentioned negroes and ever(?) thereafter Baylus Hix and William E Cleveland, 
the administrators of the estate of James Wright deceased, filed their Bill of 
Complaint in this Honorable Court for instructions &c: instructing(?) the said 
estate; and the Complainants have been informed and believe that by a decree 
of this Court, it was decided that the marital rights of James Wright, late husband 
of Fanny Wright, attached in his life time upon the interest of his wife the said 
Fanny - that the intended relinquishment of the said Fanny was inoperative, that 
all her interest in the said slaves rested in her husband, and the said Baylus Hix 
and William E Cleveland adminstrators as aforesaid were ordered to administer 
the same as part of the estate of their intestate James Wright -and that they 
accordingly are about to sell the said slaves as the property of their intestate 
James Wright deceased. and have actually advertised a sale of them to take 
place on the thirteenth day of January instant. 


In tender consideration whereof, and for as much as your orators & oratrices can 
only have adequate relief in the premises in a Court of Equity, where matters of 
this nature are properly cognizable and___—(?).:~ To this end therefore that the 
said Baylus Hix and William E. Cleveland, Martha Wright and Catharine Wright, 
may upon their several corporal oaths full true and perfect answer make to all 
and singular the matters aforesaid, and that as fully as if the same were here 
repeated and they distinctly interrogated thereto - that the said Baylus Hix 
William E Cleveland administrators as aforesaid may be compelled by the 
decree of this Honorable Court to enter into bond as administrators as aforesaid 
to the commissioner of this Court to bind the estate of the said James Wright 
deceased for the production and delivery of the said slaves, or so many of them 
as may be alive at the death of Fanny Wright without issue living at her death, in 
which event her surviving brothers and sisters will be entitled to the said slaves. - 
Or that the said Baylus Hix and William E Cleveland administrators as aforesaid 
may be compelled to require those who may purchase the said slaves to enter 
into bond with good security to the Commissioner of this Court for the production 
and delivery of said slaves upon the happening of the contingency before 
mentioned and that the said purchaser or purchasers, when he she or they shall 
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be ascertained and known be made parties defendants to this Bill of 
Complainant, by inserting their names herein, in order that they may be required 
to give the bond aforesaid, and by that means secure the rights of the 
Complainants. - and that the said Baylus Hix and William E Cleveland 
administrators as aforesaid may be restrained by injunction from delivering the 
said slaves unless and untill the rights in expectancy of your orators & oratices 
may be secured; - and that they may have such other and further relief in the 
premises as the nature and circumstances of the case may require, and to your 
Honors shall seem correct. May it please your Honors to grant unto your orators 
and oratrices not only your most gracious writ of Injunction directed unto the said 
Baylus Hix and William E. Cleveland administrators of the estate of James 
Wright deceased to restrain them from selling & delivering the negroes herein 
before named, unless and untill the rights of the surviving brothers and sisters of 
Fanny Wright in expectancy are secured by bond and surety to the 
Commissioner of this Court, the sufficiency of the bond or bonds to be approved 
by him, in an amount equal to double the value of the negroes and their increase 
done(?) after purchase - conditioned that the said negroes shall not be removed 
out of the state, and that they if alive with the increase of the females, shall be 
forth coming(?) at the death of Fanny Wright without issue: But also your most 
gracious writ of subpoena to be directed to the said Martha Wright, Catharine 
Wright, and Baylus Hix and William E. Cleveland administrators as aforesaid, 
thereby commanding them at a certain day and under a certain __ therein to be 
limited, personally to be and appear in this Honorable Court, and there and then 
full true and perfect answer make to all and singular the premises, and further to 
stand to, perform and ___ such further order directions and decree therein, as to 
your Honors shall seem meet 


And your orators and oratrices will ever pray of: 


Prince(?) & McLoaren(?) 
Comp Sol" 
The court in William Cleveland Equity Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, 
Pack 184, then entered its injunction barring the sale on January 17, 1851: 


"In the State of ) In Equity 
south Carolina ) The State of South Carolina 
Pickens District ) 


To all and singular the Sheriffs of the Said State greeting 
Whereas it is represented in the Court of Equity for Pickens District on the part of 
Thomas Cleveland & his wife Elizabeth & others against Baylus Hix & William E. 


Cleveland administrators & Defendants amongst other things that the said 
Baylus Hix and William E. Cleveland have now in their possession certain slaves 
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in which the complainants have an interest in Expectancy and that the said 
slaves are about to be sold, therefore you and each of you are hereby 
commanded without delay to restrain the said Baylus Hix and William E. 
Cleveland from selling and delivering the Negros Hannah, Luce, Harriet, Julia, 
Tennel, Bob, Marty, Jane & Sambo, Hampton John and child of Hannah 
(unnamed) without security for the forthcoming of the said slaves and also that 
you cause the purchasers of the said slaves to give sufficient bail or security in 
the ___ each equal to double the value of the slave or slaves so bought 
conditional that he or she will not go beyond the limit of the State, or else that he 
or she will produce the slaves, or so many of them as he or she may have 
purchased, to answer any order that in the said suit may be made. - 


And that you do return this writ into the said Court of Equity with the manner in 
which you have executed the same according to law. 


Witness Miles M. Norton Esq. Commissioner of the said Court for Pickens 
District at Pickens Court House. The 17th day of January in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty one and in the seventh fifth year of the 
Independence of the United States of America. 


Perrin & McGowan 
Comp Sols." 


On January 27, 1851, in William Cleveland Equity Papers, Pickens District, 
South Carolina, Pack 184, Attorney McGowan wrote to assure the enjoining of the sale 
of the slaves: 


"Anderson C. H. 
2/ January 1851 
Miles M. Norton Esq. - 


My dear Sir: - 


The Bill which will be handed to you with this has been proposed(?) as you see 
to prevent the sale and scattering of certain negroes - The Bill will explain the 
object. 


A sale is about being made and we wish an injunction or writ of "ni exeat", to 
have the negroes forthcoming at the June Term to abide the decree of the 
Court - 


We have prayed a writ against the admrs, as well as the courthouse purchasers, 
but only for the admrs we suppose the purchasers will give the bond 
without more difficulty as the admr can withhold the negroes until the bond is 
given. 
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Please sign the order for the injunction, and from the enclosed suit. It is scarcely 
necessary for Mr. Perrin or myself to go to Pickens, as it is a very plain case, if 
you should have any doubt about it you will see two or three cases upon the 
subject in 1 Kill's Chancery Reports, particularly ss and Adrian page 154.-- 
know you will have no differently. 


Please file the Bill (it is sworn to) sign this order and the 


and issue the subpoena & injunction. If it necessary to take the bonds from 
the purchasers. Major Harrison will be at the sale, and he will be kind enough to 
prepare the bonds. 


Please do not delay it as the negroes may be sold and scattered over the face of 
the Earth to the utter ruin of the rights of the complainants in expectancy. 


Very truly 
Your friend 
McGowan" 


On January 31, 1851, in William Cleveland Equity Papers, Pickens District, 
South Carolina, Pack 184, a bond was filed: 


"State of South Carolina ) 
Pickens District ) 


Know all men by these presents that Mr Baylus Hix William E. Cleveland and 
A. P. Reider of the State aforesaid are held and firmly bound unto Miles M. 
Norton Commissioner in Equity for Pickens District in the State aforesaid in the 
sum of Twelve Thousand Dollars to be paid to the said Miles M. Norton or his 
successor in office, for which payment well and truly to be made we do jointly 
and severally bind ourselves, our heirs, Executors and Administrators firmly by 
these presents As witness our hands and seals this 31st day of January in the 
year of our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred and fifty one 


Whereas Thomas Cleveland and wife Elizabeth and others have sued out of the 
Court of Equity for Pickens District a Writ of Injunction and Ni Exeat against the 
said Baylus Hix and William E. Cleveland as Administrators of James Wright 
deceased amongst other things enjoining and restraining them, the said 
Administrators, from selling and delivering certain slaves in their possession 
without security for the forth coming of the said slaves, the said Thomas 
Cleveland and wife Elizabeth and others complainants claiming to have an 
interest in Expectancy in said Slaves, By virtue of which said writ the above 
bounden Baylus Hix and William E. Cleveland have been attested by the Sheriff 
for the said District of Pickens - 
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Now therefore, the condition of the above obligations is such, That if the above 
bounden Baylus Hix and William E. Cleveland Administrators, as aforesaid shall 
produce the slaves mentioned in said Writ viz Hannah, Luce, Harriet, Julia, 
Terrell, Bob, Mary, Jane & Sambo James Hampton John and infant child of 
Hannah (unnamed) or so many of tem as may be alive, and have them 
forthcoming to answer any order or decree of the said Court of Equity that in the 
said suit may be made and abide by and perform the same without delay then 
this obligation to be void, otherwise to remain in full force and virtue 


Sealed and delivered Baylus Hix 

in presence of Wm. E. Cleveland 

__K. Harbin, Test. A. P. Reeder" 

On June 19, 1851, in William Cleveland Equity Papers, Pickens District, South 
Carolina, Pack 184, Baylis Hix and William E. Cleveland filed their answer to the 
complaint for an injunction as follows: 


"Thomas Cieveland & wife ) in Equity. Pickens Dist S.C. 


Elizabeth and others ) June term 1851 

vs ) Bill for injunction security 
Baylis Hix and ) relief &c 

Wm E Cleveland Admrs _ ) 

and others ) 


The joint and several answer of Baylis Hix and Wm E Cleveland admrs &c to so 
much of Complainants Bill of complaint as they are advised it is material for them 
to answer, 


These Defendants now and at all times saving and reserving all manner of 
exceptions to the many errors in Complainants Bill for answer to so much thereof 
as they are advised it is material for them to answer, answering, Say. That the 
allegations contained in the said Bill of Complaint, are substantially correct, that 
the said William Cleveland did depart this life about the ss day of ___ AD 1821 
leaving a paper, purporting to be his last will and testament, which was regularly 
admitted to probate in the proper office shortly after his Death, of which the 
paper filed by complainants as Exhibit (A) these defendants beleive to be a true 
copy. that the said will does contain among other provisions, a bequest to the 
said Fanny Wright of a negro woman Milly and her issue, as recited in 
complainants Bill. That the said Fanny Wright was the daughter of the said 
Testator, and at the time of the execution of the said will and long before was the 
wife of James Wright Decd That the said negro woman Milly went into the 
property of the said James Wright and Fanny Wright, shortly after their 
intermarriage and remained there until her death and such increase as she had 
from time to time, until the death of the said James Wright, which occurred about 
the time stated in complainants Bill. The character of that possession before the 
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death of the said Wm Cleveland, is now a contested matter between the Heirs at 
law of James Wright on the one side, and the brothers and sisters of this said 
Fanny Wright who may survive her, on the other, the former claiming that such 
possession must presume a gift whilst the latter claim to be able to satisfy any 
competent tribunal that the possession was conditional and as a loan. Shortly 
after the death of the said James Wright, who died intestate leaving a widow and 
no children, but brothers and sisters, as his next of kin, these defendants applied 
for and obtained from the ordinary of Pickens District letters of Administration on 
his Estate, and proceeded as soon as practicable to administer and distribute all 
his estate, then exhibited or surrendered to them. That his widow Fanny Wright 
retained the possession of the issue of the said Milly declared that her husband, 
the said James Wright never had any title to them and never set up any claim to 
them during his life, always recognised the will of her late father as governing the 
title to this property, and for these reasons she refused to surrender the said 
slaves to these defendants, to be administered on. That these defendants then 
believing that her claim was well founded, and that under the will she took a life 
Estate, in the said slaves, and the heirs at law of James Wright declining so far 
as these defendants were informed to prosecute his title, they permitted her to 
hold and enjoy them which she did for several years. About the 28th day of April 
A. D. 1848 for a valuable consideration, the said Fanny Wright, being then far 
advanced in life and without issue, relinquished by Deed all her interest in the 
above mentioned negroes to her then surviving Brothers and Sisters who are 
correctly named in complainants Bill As soon as the Execution of the said 
relinquishment was brought to the knowledge of these defendants they filed their 
Bill of Complaint asking the aid and direction of this Honorable Court in the 
premises, and setting out in full, all the facts and circumstances attending the 
delivery of the said slave Milly to the said James Wright and the character of his 
possession during life, which had ever come to their knowledge, to which Bill the 
Heirs at Law of James Wright and the surviving Brothers & Sisters of the said 
Fanny Wright were made parties and required to answer the same. The said 
cause came to a hearing at June term for the said District and State, in the year 
A. D. 1850 and resulted in a decree in substance as recited in complainants Bill. 
These defendants as a further history of the facts and circumstances connected 
with this transaction, ask that the said Bill filed by them, the Answers thereto and 
the decree made, copies of each of which are hereby filed as Exhibits (A) may 
be taken, as part of their said answer. These defendants admit that the said 
slaves, the issue of Milly, came into their possession after the decree above 
alluded to, and would have been immediately administered as a part of the 
Estate of James Wright decd but for the fact, that the counsel of Defendants 
gave notice of appeal from the Chancellors decree, but declined presenting it 
before the Court of Appeal, as soon as they satisfied themselves that the decree 
was proper. These defendants only bring this fact to the notice of the court as a 
justification for any seeming delay. These defendants however on being notified 
by counsel that the appeal was abandoned immediately took steps to administer 
the property, advertised a sale of the slaves to take place in the twenty ninth or 
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thirtieth day of January A. D. 1851, and on the very day of sale whilst they were 
busily engaged in making the necessary preparations, they were surprised and 
confounded by learning that complainants had filed a Bill of Injunction &c against 
them, and very shortly afterwards were arrested by the Sheriff of Pickens District 
and served with a writ regularly issued by complainants solicitors, and tested by 
M. M. Norton Commissioner in Equity for the said district strictly "commanding 
and enjoining them from selling and delivering the said slaves with out requiring 
security for their forthcoming of the said slaves at the death of Fanny Wright if 
she died without issue" &c all of which will fully appear from the said writ, a copy 
of which is herewith filed as Exhibit (B) These defendants being thus placed in a 
most awkward dilemma, with a decree of this Honorable Court on the one hand 
ordering them to administer the said slaves as a part of the Estate of the said 
James Wright, and a writ issuing from the same court enjoining and restraining 
them from a free administration, and also believing that a sale of the property 
under such circumstances would be attended with loss and sacrifice to the 
parties whom they represented, declined to proceed and withdrew the said 
slaves immediately from market. They proceeded however on the same day to 
hire out the said slaves to the highest bidder for the term of Eleven months, 
which term will expire on the 25th day of December next, having entered into 
Bond themselves to the commissioner of this court in the penal sum of Twelve 
Thousand dollars for the forthcoming of the said slaves to abide any order made 
by this Honorable Court. 


These defendants throughout their whole administration, have been actuated 
solely with the desire to do their duty honestly and faithfully, but it has been 
attended with great delay, expense and (?) and they again feel themselves 
constrained to ask the aid and direction of this Honorable Court in the premises. 


These defendants would therefore ask that these several matters may be 
enquired into and an end put to this litigation; that the injunction as to them may 
be dissolved, or such other order made and releif granted as will do justice to 
these parties, and protect these defendants from unnecessary liability in the 
faithful execution of their trusts. These defendants having now answered all that 
it is material for them to answer, ask to be hence dismissed with their most 
reasonable costs. 


J. W. Harrison 
Defts. Sol." 


The court in William Cleveland Equity Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, 


Pack 184, entered its second order in the matter on April 5, 1853: 
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"Thomas Cleveland 


& his wife Elizabeth ) Bill for Injunction 
V. ) Security &c: - 
Baylus Hix & 

Thomas 8S. Cleveland ) 

admrs ) 


This was a Bill filed by the Plaintiffs as remaindermen under the second clause 
of the will of William Cleveland to obtain security for the forthcoming of certain 
slaves, descendants of Milly mentioned in the pleadings. 


The clause of William Clevelands' will under which they claim is as follows 


"To my daughter Fanny Wright, formerly Fanny Cleveland | give a negro 
woman Milly, now in her possession, but with this condition that should 
she die without lawful issue, the negro woman and all her issue to be 
equally divided among her surviving brothers & sisters." 


Many years ago, and several years before he made his will, William Cleveland 
sent Milly home with his daughter Fanny, upon, or shortly after her marriage with 
James Wright and she and her children remained in his possession untill the 
year 1839, when James Wright died. - 


Soon after the death of James Wright the defendants administered upon his 
estate, and as such administrators are now in possession of the descendants of 
Milly. The negroes in controversy, and were about to sell them as of this estate 
of James Wright when they were enjoined by this Bill. - 


The plaintiffs, the brothers & sisters of Fanny Wright claim that the possession of 
James Wright was qualified interest to the death of William Cleveland and that 
after that time he held under the will of the said Cleveland that if James Wright 
held Milly under the will, they as the brothers and sisters of Fanny Wright have 
an interest in these slaves which will take effect in possession upon the death of 
Fanny Wright without issue: and having such an interest they claim security for 
the forthcoming of said slaves in the suit indicated. 


The court is of opinion from the evidence (which is all in writing and appended to 
this decree). That James Wright held Milly and her descendants under the will of 
William Cleveland. - and ___ such unqualified possession of her as would 
confer tittle by presumption of a gift in opposition to the terms of the will - 


The Court is further of opinion that the limitation over to the surviving brothers 
and sisters of Fanny Wright if she should die without issue - is good, and must 
take effect upon the happening of the contingency The Court is further of 
opinion that the sale of these slaves which the admrs of James Wright intended 
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to make, would endanger the in interest in remainder of the plaintiffs. It is 
therefore ordered and decreed, that upon the sale of the negroes mentioned in 
the pleadings as the descendants of Milly, and now in the hands of the 
administrators of James Wright dcsed, as whose property they are about to be 
sold in the administration of his Estate, the purchaser or purchasers shall, upon 
delivery, enter into bond to the Commissioner of the Court, in the good and 
sufficient numbers(?), to be approved by this Commissioner, in an amount equal 
to double the value of the negro or negroes so purchased - conditioned that the 
said negro or negroes shall not be carried or removed out of the state, and that 
they if alive, with the increase of the females shall be forthcoming at the death of 
Fanny Wright without issue. The estate of James Wright to pay the costs. 


J. Johnston, June 19, 1851" 


"Rec'd of Baylus Hix Admr of James Wright decd. one hundred and Forty Eight 
dollars in full of the Taxd costs in this case April 5, 1853. 


Jas W. Ross 
C.E.P.D. 


Recd. Apr. 5th 1853 of Commr. Ross Fifty nine dollars in full of Defts Sol Taxd 
costs. 


J. W. Harrison 


Recd Apr 5 1853 of Commr Ross Fifty nine dollars in full of Comp Sol Taxd 
Costs 


Perrin & McGowan by 
J. W. Harrison 


Recd 7th Apr 1853 of Commr Ross Nineteen dollars fifty cents my costs this 
case. 


M. M. Norton" 


In her letter dated June 30, 1983, Mrs. June Wright stated that James Wright 
was born between 1780 and 1790. 
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S: 1832 Obediah Wright, Jr., Of Franklin County, Georgia, His Wife 
Malinda (Payne) Wright, And His Descendants 
1832 Obediah Wright, Jr., of Franklin County, Georgia, was a son 
of 1801 Obediah Wright of Franklin County, Georgia, and Hannah (Roberts) (Wright) 
Beall and was probably their fifth child. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah*) 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 
enclosed family group sheets which stated the following: 

1) that the 1805 Tax List for Franklin County, Georgia, listed Obed. Right 
with no further information, 

2) that on September 21, 1805, at Franklin County, Georgia, D.B. P/59 
Obediah Wright acted as a witness to the deed, 

3) that Obediah Wright married Melinda Payne in February 1806 at Franklin 
County, Georgia, and 

4) that the 1806 Tax List for Franklin County, Georgia, listed Obediah Right 
with 1 Negro. 

In November 1807 at Franklin County, Georgia, D.B. RR/24 Obadiah Wright 
executed a power of attorney "to his trusty friend Daniel Beall . . . . to apply for and 
obtain a grant to a tract of 202 1/2 ac. known as lot #241 in the 8th Dist. of Wilkinson 
Co. Ga., which was drawn in said Wright's name in the late lottery, and to sell the same 

On November 20, 1807, at Franklin County, Georgia, D.B. RR/26 "Charles 
Paine, attorney for Obadiah Wright" sold that lot #241 to William Cawthon. 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 
enclosed family group sheets which stated the following: 

1) that the 1808 Tax List for Franklin County, Georgia, listed Obediah Wright 
with 1 Negro, 50 acres of land on Shoal Creek adjacent to Rush, Nathan, and Camp, 
and 202-1/2 acres being lot 287, 

2) that the 1810 Tax List for Franklin County, Georgia, listed Obediah Right 
with 1 Negro, and 

3) that the 1811 Tax List for Franklin County, Georgia, listed Obediah Right. 
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In January 1811 at Franklin County, Georgia, D.B. T/150 Obadiah Wright of 
Franklin County sold to Charles Payne for $500 a negro named Dannel and one feather 
bed and furniture. 

On November 28, 1815, at Franklin County, Georgia, D.B. MM/43, Obediah 
Wright purchased from Robert Harrison for $197.17 one negro named Frank with a 
right of redemption on or before December 25, 1816. 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 
enclosed family group sheets which stated that: 

1) on May 12, 1819, reported in Georgia Military Affairs W.P.A. Project, 
pages 441-458, the court records tell of the order for the arrest of Obediah Wright for 
mistakenly killing the wrong Indians and burning their village in a punitive expedition 
and of his subsequent escape, 

2) the 1825 Tax List for Franklin County, Georgia, listed Obediah Wright, 

3) on March 7, 1825, at Franklin County, Georgia, Ordinary Court Minute 
Book M/11 Obediah Wright was appointed administrator of the estate of Hannah Beall, 
formerly Hannah Wright, and 

4) the 1826, 1827, 1828, 1829, and 1830 Tax Lists for Franklin County, 
Georgia, listed Obediah Wright. 

The 1830 Census for Franklin County, Georgia, listed Obediah Wright with the 
following household: | 


Males Age Females Age 
1 00-60 1 40-50 
1 20-30 2 15-20 
2 10-15 1 0-10 
1 0-5 3 0-5 


This record places Obediah Wright, Jr.'s birth between 1770 and 1780 and Malinda 
(Payne) Wright's birth between 1780 and 1790. 

The complaint for partition in the James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, 
south Carolina, Pack 74-A, dated approximately March 1, 1841, provided in part that 
"Obed Wright" was a brother of James Wright and predeceased him leaving 10 
children: 
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".... That the said Lands are subject to distribution between your oratrix the 
widow of said deceased who is entitled to one moiety thereof and the other 
moiety being subject to distribution amongst the Brothers and Sister (or their 
Representatives) of said deceased. That of these Larkin Wright, Tarlton Wright 
and John Wright, each of whom were brothers, alone survived the said James 
Wright. That three other brothers and one sister composed the entire family 
originally and had each died before the death of the said James Wright and each 
leaving children who likewise with some exceptions survives the said James 
Wright to wit. - Obed Wright, who left ten children Parmelia who has intermarried 
with J. C. Looney, William C. Wright James W. Wright Hannah who has 
intermarried with William Carnes, the remaining Six Children being minors to wit 
Mary Wright, Prior Wright, Nancy Wright, Thomas Wright, Rhody Wright and 
Francis Wright... ." 


Since the application for letters testamentary in the estate of James Wright was 
dated July 18, 1839, the date of death of Obed Wright must have been before that 
date. | 

The affidavit of Balus Hix dated March 1, 1841, and filed in that same case 
stated that all of the heirs of "Obed. Wright" then resided outside of South Carolina. 

The family chart dated approximately May 10, 1841, listed the family of Obed 
Wright as follows: 

"4. Obed Wright Dead - Family all in Georgia 

10 children Permelia married to J. C. Looney 
Wm C. Wright 


James W. Wright 
Hannah married to Wm. Carnes 


Mary Wright Minor 
Prior Wright Minor 
Nancy Wright Minor 


Thomas Wright Minor 
Rhoda Wright Minor 
Francis Wright Minor" 


The Bill For Partition And Relief dated March 5, 1849, also listed Obed Wright as 


a brother of James Wright and also listed his family: 


".... The representatives of the following deceased brothers to wit Heirs of 
David Wright to wit a daughter Elizabeth Wright and two sons James and David 
Wright each long absent from the State. Heirs of Obed Wright to wit J. C. 
Looney & wife Permilia, W. C. Wright, James W. Wright Wm Carnes & wife, 
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Hannah, Mary Wright Nancy Wright, Tho. Wright, Rhoda Wright and Frances 
The children of Obediah Wright are thus identified as follows: 

1) Permelia (Wright) Looney; 

2) William C. Wright; 

3) James C. Wright; 

4) Hannah (Wright) Carnes; 

5) Mary Wright; 

6) Prior Wright; 

7) Nancy Wright; 

8) Thomas Wright; 

9) Rhoda Wright; and 

10) Francis Wright. 
The 1850 Census for Franklin County, Georgia, listed Malinda Wright in the 


Larkin Brown household on November 7, 1850: 


Name Age Sex Occupation RealEstate Born 

Larkin Brown 26 M Farmer 125 Georgia 
Frances Brown 20 F Georgia 
Malinda Wright 45 a Georgia 


This record would place Malinda (Payne) Wright's date of birth in 1805, but she was 
married in 1806, so the age was probably incorrectly listed. 
The 1860 Census for Hart County, Georgia, listed Malinda Wright with the 


following household on June 9, 1860, and adjacent to the household of Rhoda Guess: 





Value of Personal 
Name Age Sex Occupation RealEstate Property Born 
Malinda Wright 71 F Mrs 170 60 Tennessee 


This record indicates that Malinda (Payne) Wright was born in about 1789. 

In her letter dated June 30, 1983, Mrs. June Wright enclosed a copy of the 
application of Malinda (Payne) Wright dated July 29, 1874, for a widow's pension by 
reason of Obediah Wright's service in the War of 1812: 
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"War Of 1812 
Act Of February 14, 1871 


Brief Of Claim For A Widow's Pension in the case of Malinda Wright, widow of 
Obadiah Wright,a___—s of Captain Rains Company, Tenn. Militia Regt, 
Residence Hart Co. Ga. Post Office address, Hartwell, Hart County, Georgia. 
Soldier enlisted 20 September, 1814 discharged 20 April, 1815. Served 
afterward from __—s«,18_, to _——«, 18, in Captain ____~=» Company, Colonel 
__— Regt. 


Declaration and identification in due form, filed July 29, 1874. 


Service for sixty days shown as follows: Bty. Land Div. reports, ‘Obadiah Wright 
served in Capt. Rain's Co. Tenn. Militia from Sept. 20 1814, to April 20, 1815. 
Total service 213 days. Soldier died November 5, 1832; date and fact 
established by report from Bounty Land Division. Continued widowhood since 
his death established by testimony of two witnesses M. M. Richardson and A. J. 
McMullam. Marriage to soldier prior to February 17, 1815, established by 
affidavit of Benedict Payne who testifies to marriage before the War of 1812 & 
that they had two children born before he entered the service in above war. 
Also, by affidavit of Hannah Carnes, daughter of claimant who testifies that she 
was born January 24, 1813. Date of marriage February 1806. Maiden name of 
claimant Malinda Payne. Oath to support the Constitution of the United States 
subscribed. Non-receipt of pension declared. Loyalty established by affidavits of 
M. M. Richardson and A. J. McMullam. Their credibility certified by F. C. 
Stephenson F. M. Hartwell. Admitted October 30, 1874, to a pension of eight 
dollars per month, from February 14, 1871. 


_A. Safford 
Examiner" 

In her letter dated June 30, 1983, Mrs. June Wright stated that Obediah Wright 
was born between 1780 and 1790. If he was at least sixteen years of age at the time of 
his marriage in 1806, his date of birth would be probably before 1791. 

In her letter dated December 4, 1987, Jane (Carson) Milam told of further military 
service of Obediah Wright, Jr., against the Indians: 


""...in April 1818... ." Obadiah (Captain Obed Wright) was sent by 

Gov. Rabun of GA to lead a military party against Indian towns in Lee County, 
GA. He was overly zealous in destroying the villages and was later arrested. 
Georgia Military Affairs, Vol. 4 contains the records of the Court Marshall of 
Captain Jacob Robinson "for aiding and abetting, at the house of said Robinson 
in Laurens County -- Capt. Obed Wright a prisoner under a Military arrest to 
effect an escape sometime in the month of July or August 1818". Obadiah 
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requested help in escaping "being alike destitute of friends and money, that 
confinement in a common jail would be death, his constitution and state of health 
was such as forbid it." More details will be found later in pages copied from the 
History of Lee County and Dr. George White's book, Historical Collection of 
Georgia. 


Details of what happened to Obadiah after his escape are scarce. He escaped 
from Capt. Robinson's home in a canoe heading for the "low country". It was 
rumored that he was pursued into Florida. | cannot find the outcome -- when, 
where or if he was caught -- whether he was sentenced or pardoned. 


It is clear however that he returned to his family in Franklin County, had more 
children, lived as a respected citizen, and retained his land holdings which his 
son, Pryor, acquired. 


A page in the Hart County History by John William Baker is devoted to Obadiah. 

It contains some errors and omits several of the children." 

In her letter dated December 4, 1987, Jane (Carson) Milam also stated that 
Obediah Wright, Jr., was born in 1775 in Virginia and that Malinda (Payne) Wright was 
born in 1776 in Georgia and Tennessee or possibly Virginia. 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 
enclosed family group sheets which stated that 1832 Obediah Wright was born in 
Virginia and that Malinda (Payne) Wright resided in 1840 at Franklin County, Georgia, 
and in 1850 and 1860 at Hart County, Georgia. — 

In her email dated June 25, 1997, Rita Evelyn Fulton enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that Obadiah Wright, Jr., was a son of Obadiah Wright, Sr., and 
Hannah (Roberts) Wright, was born in 1780, married Malinda Payne, served in the War 
of 1812 under Captain Raines, and died between 1832 and 1840 at Franklin County, 
Georgia, and that Obadiah Wright, Jr., and Malinda (Payne) Wright had the following 
children: 

1) Permelia (Wright) Lang, born in 1807, 

2) William C. Wright, born on July 10, 1809, 

3) James Walter Wright, born in 1810, 

4) Hannah (Wright) Carnes, born on January 24, 1813, at Tennessee, 

5) Mary (Wright) Brown, born between 1813 and 1823, 
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6) Pryor H. Wright, born on July 10, 1823, 

7) Nancy W. Wright, born in 1825, 

8) Thomas G. Wright, born in 1826 at Georgia, 

9) Rhoda R. (Wright) Guest, born in 1830 at South Carolina, and 

10) Frances C. Wright, born in 1831. 

In her letter dated November 19, 1998, Maria Bobo enclosed a copy of a portion 
of History Of Hart County which provided as follows with regard to Obediah Wright: 


"Obadiah Wright was a pioneer who settled in Franklin (now Hart) County on a 
tract of land of about 450 acres, granted to him by the State of Georgia, lying 
and being on Holly Creek, a prong of Whinnery's Creek. His home was just east 
of Holly Creek and near a fine spring of water, on the west side of the present 
public road leading from the fork of the roads near the residence of Jason 
Sanders on by the present home of J. G. McMullan. The site of the old home 
can yet be seen. 


Holly Creek derived its name from the numerous holly trees that grew along the 
hills and slopes adjacent to the stream, which presented a gorgeous display of 
crimson and green, a decorative universally employed as suggestive of 
Christmas cheer and good will at the season when we celebrate the joyous 
return of the anniversary of the birth of the precious Babe of Bethlehem. 


To Mr. Wright and his wife, whose name we have never learned, were born four 
sons: Prior H., Wm. C., Thomas G. and Dillard V. Wright; and two daughters: 
Mary and Permelia Wright. There may have been other children that we do not 
know about. 


Wm. C. Wright, son of Obadiah Wright, married Deliliah Bridges, March 17, 
1835, by John B. Wade, M.G. 


We do not have the names of the wives of Prior H. or Thomas G. Wright, or 
when married. 


Dillard V. Wright married Mrs. Knox, widow of William Knox, and lived some of 
the time at or in the neighborhood of Fairplay, S.C. 


Mary, daughter of Obadiah Wright, married Spencer Brown, son of Nicholas 
Brown. She and her husband lived on a tract of land just west of the home of 
Obadiah Wright, which they sold years ago. The place still is known as the 
Spencer Brown place. 


Permelia married Joseph C. Lowery, December 10, 1830, by John Burton, J.P. 
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Prior H. Wright later came into possession of the lands formerly owned by his 
father, which he divided into three tracts and sold one tract to James McDougle, 
one to M. G. O'Barr, and another to George McMullan, colored. The ownership 
of these lands have changed several times since. 


Prior H. Wright lived and died in Banks County, Ga.; was a very successful 
business man and became quite wealthy in his day. 


Thomas G. Wright, at the time of his death, owned a tract of land on Reed Creek 
and Tugaloo River, which Prior H. and Dillard V. Wright, his administrators, sold 
to Robert A. Madden. 


Wm. C. Wright obtained a grant from the State of Georgia to a tract of land in 
Franklin (now Hart) County, lying and being on Whinnery's Creek, where he 
settled and built a home, cleared a portion of the land for cultivation, and among 
other improvements set out a large orchard of Red June apple trees. He later 
sold the place to James Bridges, who in turn sold it to Mr. Winston Adams. 


While Mr. Adams lived at the place, the June apple trees were in full bearing; 
abundant crops of the beautiful cardinal red apples were produced from year to 
year, and was the most noted and extensively known June apple orchard in the 
country. Like the fruit mentioned in the Bible that grew in the Garden of Eden, 
"good for food and pleasant to the eyes." 


Mr. Adams and his family were generous people and liberally shared the 
luscious fruit with their neighbors and friends. 


The orchard and other improvements are gone now, while Mr. Adams and wife 
and other members of the family sleep on the hill in the little cemetery not far 
from the site of the old home. 


Adjoining the lands of William C. Wright, later owned by Mr. Adams and wife and 
other members of the family sleep on the hill in the little cemetery not far from 
the site of the old home. 


Adjoining the lands of William C. Wright, later owned by Mr. Winston Adams, 
was a settlement on Whinnery's Creek on the lands of the Isaac Briggs survey, 
where one Mr. Amaziah Frost had a cotton gin, thresher and furniture shop 
located at the shoals just above where the public road leading from Hartwell to 
Andersonville crosses the creek. While Mr. Frost and his sons were not 
engaged in operating the cotton gin and thresher, they engaged in the 
manufacture of spinning wheels, bedsteads and other kinds of furniture, which 
they peddled over the county. 
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While Mr. Frost lived at the place his wife committed suicide by shooting herself 
with a shotgun. On the hill, not far from the site of the cotton gin and other 
machinery, is the site of the home of Mr. Frost, and near by is the grave of the 
unfortunate woman." 

From the evidence set forth above and additional evidence set forth below, the 
children of 1832 Obediah Wright, Jr., of Franklin County, Georgia, and Malinda (Payne) 
Wright were the following: 

1) Permelia (Wright) Looney, born between 1800 and 1820 or in 1807, 

2) William C. Wright, born on July 10, 1809 or 1810, at Georgia, 

3) James Walter Wright, born on July 10, 1810, or July 10 between 1800 
and 1810 or between 1810 and 1820 at South Carolina, 

4) Hannah (Wright) Carnes, born on January 24, 1813, at Tennessee, 

5) Frances C. (Wright) Brown, born between 1820 and 1823 or about 1830 
or 1831 at Georgia, 

6) Mary "Polly" (Wright) Brown, born before 1823 at Georgia, 

7) Pryor or Prior H. possibly Henley Wright, born on July 10, 1823, at 
Georgia or South Carolina, 

8) Nancy W. Wright, born after January 6, 1822, or in 1825, 

9) Thomas G. Wright, born on July 10, 1826, at Georgia, and 

10) Rhonda or Rhoda Roberts (Wright) Guest, born in 1830 or 1831 at 
Georgia. 

a. Permelia (Wright) Looney, Her Husband Joseph C. Looney, 
And Her Descendants 
Permelia (Wright) Looney was a daughter of 1832 Obediah 
Wright of Franklin County, Georgia, and Malinda (Payne) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 
Obediah’, 1832 Obediah*) 

The complaint for partition in the James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, 
South Carolina, Pack 74-A, listed Permelia as a daughter of Obediah Wright and 
married to J. C. Looney: 


".... Obed Wright, who left ten children Parmelia who has intermarried with 
J.C. Looney... ." 
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The affidavit of Baylus Hix dated March 1, 1841, in that same case stated that all 
of the heirs of Obediah Wright then lived outside of South Carolina. 


The family chart dated approximately May 10, 1841, in that same case also listed 


Permelia as married to J. C. Looney. 


On January 6, 1843, Joseph C. Looney joined with other heirs in appointing 


Benjamin Holland to act for them in this case: 


"Georgia 
Franklin Coty 


Know all men by these presents that we whose names are hereunto annexed 
have this day ordained & appointed and do by these presence make ordain and 
appoint Benjamin Holland of the State and County aforesaid our true and lawful 
agent or attorney to ask demand & Receive or to sue for if necessary and 
Recover such sum or sums of money as yet may appear to be due or may 
become due to us as heirs of the Estate of James Wright Decd of South Carolina 
Pickens District and the said Benjamin Holland is hereby fully authorised and 
impowered to give all such receipts or acquittances in our names as may be 
lawful or wright for us to do though we ware there present to do it our selves 
given under our hands and seals 6th January 1843 


Test 

John C. Wright 
as guardian for 

Robt Harrison 

Prier Wright 

Mary Wright 

Thos Harrison 


J. H. Parker 
James W. Wright 
Nancy Wright 
Thomas Wright 
Rhoda Wright 
Francis Wright 
Harriet B. Harrison 
William C. Wright 
Joseph C. Looney 
his 
William + Carnes 
mark" 


The document was executed in Franklin County, Georgia, indicating their residence 


there at that time. 


The Bill For Partition And Relief dated March 5, 1849, in the William Cleveland 
Equity Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 184, also named Permelia 
(Wright) Looney as a daughter of Obediah Wright: 


"|... The representatives of the following deceased brothers to wit... . Heirs of 
Obed Wright to wit J. C. Looney & wife Permilia... ." 
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The 1850 Census for Murray County, Georgia, listed Joseph C. Looney with the 
following household on September 11, 1850: 


Name Age Sex Color Occupation Value of Real Estate 
Joseph C. Looney 43 M Laborer 
Permelia Looney 43 F 
Martha Looney 18 F 
Mary Looney 16 F 
Benjamin Looney 12 M 
Adalline Looney 10 F 
Willie Looney 8 M 
Jephah Looney 6 M 
Harriet Looney 2 F 
Married Attended Cannot Deaf 
Place of Within School Read & Dumb Blind 
Birth Year Within Year Write Insane etc. 
Ga 
Ga 
Ga 
Ga 
Ga 
Ga 
Ga 
Ga 
Ga 
Ga 
Ga 


This record indicates that Permelia (Wright) Looney and Joseph C. Looney were born 
in about 1807. 

In her email dated June 25, 1997, Rita Evelyn Fulton enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that Permelia Wright was a daughter of Obadiah Wright, Jr., and 
Malinda (Payne) Wright, was born in 1807, and married Joseph C. Lang on 
December 10, 1830. 
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L. Martha Looney 
Martha Looney was a daughter of Permelia (Wright) 


Looney and Joseph C. Looney. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’, 1832 Obediah’, 
Permelia’) 

The 1850 Census for Murray County, Georgia, listed Martha Looney in the 
Joseph C. Looney household on September 11, 1850, and her age as 18 and born in 
Georgia, indicating a date of birth in about 1832. 

li. Mary Looney 
Mary Looney was a daughter of Permelia (Wright) 
Looney and Joseph C. Looney. (1779 John', 1801 Obediah?, 1832 Obediah’, 
Permelia*) 

The 1850 Census for Murray County, Georgia, listed Mary Looney in the 
Joseph C. Looney household on September 11, 1850, and her age as 16 and born in 
Georgia, indicating a date of birth in about 1834. 

lil. Benjamin Looney 
Benjamin Looney was a son of Permelia (Wright) 
Looney and Joseph C. Looney. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, 1832 Obediah’, 
Permelia*) 

The 1850 Census for Murray County, Georgia, listed Benjamin Looney in the 
Joseph C. Looney household on September 11, 1850, and his age as 12 and born in 
Georgia, indicating a date of birth in about 1838. 

In his email dated December 31, 1997, Robert W. Bailey stated that the 1850 
Census for Murray County, Georgia, listed Benjamin Looney in the Joseph C. Looney 
household and his age as 12, indicating a date of birth in about 1838. 

iv. Adaline Looney 
Adaline Looney was a daughter of Permelia (Wright) 
Looney and Joseph C. Looney. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, 1832 Obediah’, 


Permelia*) 
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The 1850 Census for Murray County, Georgia, listed Adaline Looney in the 
Joseph C. Looney household on September 11, 1850, and her age as 10 and born in 
Georgia, indicating a date of birth in about 1840. 

V. Willie Looney 
Willie Looney was a son of Permelia (Wright) Looney 
and Joseph C. Looney. (1779 John', 1801 Obediah?, 1832 Obediah*, Permelia*) 

The 1850 Census for Murray County, Georgia, listed Willie Looney in the 
Joseph C. Looney household on September 11, 1850, and his age as 8 and born in 
Georgia, indicating a date of birth in about 1842. 

In his email dated December 31, 1997, Robert W. Bailey stated that the 1850 
Census for Murray County, Georgia, listed Willie Looney in the Joseph C. Looney 
household and his age as 8, indicating a date of birth in about 1842. 

Vi. Jephah Looney 
Jephah Looney was a son of Permelia (Wright) 
Looney and Joseph C. Looney. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, 1832 Obediah’, 
Permelia*) 

The 1850 Census for Murray County, Georgia, listed Jephah Looney in the 
Joseph C. Looney household on September 11, 1850, and his age as 4 and born in 
Georgia, indicating a date of birth in about 1846. 

In his email dated December 31, 1997, Robert W. Bailey stated that the 1850 
Census for Murray County, Georgia, listed Joseph Looney in the Joseph C. Looney 
household and his age as 6, indicating a date of birth in about 1844. 

Vil. Harriet Looney 
Harriet Looney was a daughter of Permelia (Wright) 
Looney and Joseph C. Looney. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’, 1832 Obediah’, 
Permelia*) 

The 1850 Census for Murray County, Georgia, listed Harriet Looney in the 

Joseph C. Looney household on September 11, 1850, and her age as 2 and born in 


Georgia, indicating a date of birth in about 1848. 
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b. 1900 William C. Wright Of Marshall County, Alabama, His 
Wives Delilah (Bridges) Wright, And Martha A. ( ) 
Wright, And His Descendants 
1900 William C. Wright of Marshall County, Alabama, was a 
son of 1832 Obediah Wright of Franklin County, Georgia, and Malinda (Payne) Wright. 
(1779 John', 1801 Obediah’, 1832 Obediah*) 
The complaint for partition in the James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, 
South Carolina, Pack 74-A, listed William C. Wright as a child of Obediah Wright: 
",... Obed Wright, who left ten children... . William C. Wright... ." 


The affidavit of Baylus Hix dated March 1, 1841, in that same case stated that all 
of the heirs of Obediah Wright then lived outside of South Carolina. 

On May 7, 1841, William C. Wright acknowledged service of the subpoena and 
consented to the sale of the land: 


"State of South-Carolina 


To Morgan Harben and Harriet his wife, William Wright Jackson Lowry and 
Catherine his wife and Harriet B. Harrison. 


Greeting: 


For certain causes offered before the Judges of the Court of Equity of the said 
State, in the Court of Equity at Pickens Court House, in and for the Equity district 
of Pickens in a certain Bill of Complaint, there exhibited against you by Frances 
Wright/widow of James Wright Decd. 


Complainant you are commanded and strictly enjoined, that you appear in the 
said Court of Equity at Pickens Court House aforesaid, on the twentieth of May 
just to answer to the said Bill of Complaint, and further to do and receive what 
the said Court of Equity shall consider in the Premises; and that you do file with 
the Commissioner of the said Court, at Pickens Court House aforesaid, your 
plea, answer or demurrer to the said Bill of Complaint, within thirty days next 
after the day appointed for your appearance as aforesaid; and in default thereof, 
an order will be granted, that the said Bill of Complaint be taken as confessed, 
and an attachment may be issued against you. And have you there this Writ. 


Witness M. M. Norton Esquire, Commissioner of the said Court at Pickens Court 
House, in and for the District aforesaid, the first day of May in the year of our 
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Lord one thousand eight hundred and fortyone and in the Sixty fifth year of the 
Sovereignty and Independence of the United States of America. 


J. N. Whithier Comp. Sol. 


No. 2 
In Equity - Pickens 


We acknowledge the legal service of this subpoena & consent to the division of 
the Lands in question of James Wright Decd by sale or in such other manner as 
the Court may order. May 7, 1841. 


Morgan Harbin 
Harriet Harbin 
William C. Wright 
his 
Jackson X Lowry 
mark 
her 
Catherine X Lowry 
mark" 


On January 6, 1843, William C. Wright joined with other heirs in appointing 


Benjamin Holland to act for them in the case: 


"Georgia ) 
Franklin Coty ) 


Know all men by these presents that we whose names are hereunto annexed 
have this day ordained & appointed and do by these presence make ordain and 
appoint Benjamin Holland of the State and County aforesaid our true and lawful 
agent or attorney to ask demand & Receive or to sue for if necessary and 
Recover such sum or sums of money as yet may appear to be due or may 
become due to us as heirs of the Estate of James Wright Decd of South Carolina 
Pickens District and the said Benjamin Holland is hereby fully authorised and 
impowered to give all such receipts or acquittances in our names as may be 
lawful or wright for us to do though we ware there present to do it our selves 
given under our hands and seals 6th January 1843 


Test J. H. Parker 
John C. Wright James W. Wright 
as guardian for Nancy Wright 
Robt Harrison Thomas Wright 

Prier Wright Rhoda Wright 
Mary Wright Francis Wright 
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Thos Harrison Harriet B. Harrison 
William C. Wright 
Joseph C. Looney 
his 
William + Carnes 
mark" 
The document was executed in Franklin County, Georgia, indicating his residence there 
at that time. | 
On March 20, 1843, William C. Wright appointed James M. Cleveland to collect 
the amount due him from the sale of James Wright's land: 
"March the 20th 1843 
Mr. M. Norton 


Sir please send me by the bearer James M. Cleveland my part of the money you 
have in your hands of the Estate of James Wright Deceased since this shall be 
your receipt for the same & oblige yours &c 


William C. Wright 
$10.10 


Recd Pickens, S.C. 20th March 1843. of M. M. Norton, Comr. in Equity for this 
Dist. Ten dollars & ten cents in full of the distributive share of Wm. Wright (son of 
Thos. Wright decd) to the Real Estate of James Wright decd. on the above 
order. 


James M. Cleveland" 


The Bill For Partition And Relief dated March 5, 1849, in the William Cleveland 
Equity Papers, Pickens District. South Carolina, Pack 184, also listed W. C. Wright as a 
child of Obediah Wright: | 


",... The representatives of the following deceased brothers to wit... . Heirs of 
Obed Wright to wit....W.C. Wright... ." 


The 1850 Census for Franklin County, Georgia, listed William Wright with the 
following household on October 4, 1850: 
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Name Age Sex Color Occupation Value of Real Estate 





William Wright 40 M Farmer 600 
Delilah Wright 40 F 
Anna Wright 18 F 
Mary Wright 16 F 
Hester Ann Wright 14 F 
John Wright 12 M 
Martha Wright 10 F 
Nancy Wright 8 F 
William Wright 6 M 
Stephen Wright 6 M 
Married Attended Cannot Deaf 
Place of Within School Read & Dumb Blind 
Birth Year Within Year Write Insane etc. 
Georgia 
Georgia 
Georgia 
Georgia 
Georgia 
Georgia 
Georgia 
Georgia 
Georgia 
Georgia 


This record indicates that William C. Wright and Delilah (Bridges) Wright were born in 
about 1820. 

The 1860 Census for Hart County, Georgia, listed William C. Wright with the 
following household on June 26, 1860: 


Name Age Sex Color Occupation Value of Real Estate 
William C Wright 90 M Farmer 600 

Delilia Wright 48 =F Mrs 

Hester A Wright 20 F 

John P O Wright 18 $M Farm hand 

Martha M Wright 16 =F Domestic 

Nancy F Wright 13 =F 

James P. M Wright 10 M 

Eliza H Wright 5 Ff 
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Value of Married Attended Cannot Deaf 
Personal Place of Within School Read & Dumb Blind 
Property Birth Year Within Year Write Insane etc. 


250 Georgia 

Georgia 

Georgia 

Georgia 

Georgia 

Georgia 

Georgia 

Georgia 
This record indicates that William C. Wright was born in about 1810 and that Delilah 
(Bridges) Wright was born in about 1812. In addition, the similarity of households 
makes clear that the William Wright of the 1850 Census was the same person as the 
William C. Wright of the 1860 Census. 

In her letter dated December 4, 1987, Jane (Carson) Milam enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that William C. Wright was born in 1810, married Delilah 
Bridges on March 17, 1835, at Franklin County, Georgia, and that William C. Wright 
and Delilah (Bridges) Wright had the following children: 

1) Anna, born c. 1832; 

2) Mary, born c. 1834; 

3) Hester Anne, born c. 1836; 

4) John P., born c. 1838; 

3) Martha M., born c. 1840; 

6) Nancy, born c. 1842; 

7) William, born c. 1844; 

8) Stephen, born c. 1844 

9) James P., born c. 1850; and 

10) Eliza H., born c. 1855. 

She also stated that "Mittie (Wright) Harker, grand-daughter of Pryor, quoted him as 
saying ‘my 4 brothers and | were all born on 10th of July’.” 
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In his letter dated December 28, 1987, H. Travis Parker stated that William C. 
Wright was born on July 10, 1809, and died on July 25, 1900, at Marshall County, 
Alabama. 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 
enclosed family group sheets which stated that Deliliah (Bridges) Wright was born 
about 1810 at Georgia and resided in 1850 and 1860 at Franklin County, Georgia, and 
that the children of William C. Wright and Delilah (Bridges) Wright were born at 
Georgia. 

In her email dated June 25, 1997, Rita Evelyn Fulton enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that William C. Wright was a son of Obadiah Wright, Jr., and 
Malinda (Payne) Wright, was born on July 10, 1809, married first Delilah Bridges on 
March 17, 1835, at Franklin County, Georgia, married second Martha A. __ about 
1885, died on July 25, 1900, at Marshall County, Alabama, and was buried at 
Friendship Cemetery, Mount Hebron Community, Marshall County, Alabama, and that 
William C. Wright and Delilah (Bridges) Wright had the following children: 

1) Anna Wright, born in 1832, 

2) Mary Wright, born in 1834, 

3) Hester Ann (Wright) MacDougal, born in 1836, 

4) John P. Wright, born in 1838, 

3) Martha E. Wright, born in 1840, 

6) Nancy F. Wright, born in 1842, 

1) Stephen Wright, born in 1844, 

8) William Wright, born in 1844, 

9) James Pryor Mathias Wright, born on October 1, 1849, at Toccoa, 
Georgia, and 

10) Eliza N. Wright, born in 1855. 

From the evidence set forth above and additional evidence set forth below, the 
children of 1900 William C. Wright of Marshall County, Alabama, and Delilah (Bridges) 
Wright were the following: 

1) Anna Wright, born in about 1832 at Georgia, 
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2) Mary Wright, born in about 1834 at Georgia, 

3) Hester Anne Wright, born about 1836 at Georgia, 

4) John P. Wright, born about 1838 at Georgia, 

5) Martha M. (Wright) Bobo, born about 1840 at Georgia, 

6) Nancy F. Wright, born about 1842 at Georgia, 

T) William Wright, born about 1844 at Georgia, 

8) Stephen Wright, born about 1844 at Georgia, 

9) James Pryor Mathias Wright, born on October 12, 1849, and 

10) Eliza H. Wright, born about 1855. 

. Anna Wright 
Anna Wright was a daughter of 1900 William C. 
Wright of Marshall County, Alabama, and Delilah (Bridges) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 
Obediah’, 1832 Obediah*, 1900 William C.*) 

The 1850 Census for Franklin County, Georgia, listed Anna Wright in the William 
Wright household on October 4, 1850, and her age as 18 and born in Georgia, 
indicating a date of birth in about 1832. 

In her letter dated December 4, 1987, Jane (Carson) Milam stated that Ann 
Wright was a daughter of 1900 William C. Wright of Marshall County, Alabama, and 
Delilah (Bridges) Wright and was born in about 1832. 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright stated 
that Ann Wright was born in Georgia. 

In her email dated June 25, 1997, Rita Evelyn Fulton enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that Anna Wright was a daughter of Obadiah Wright, Jr., and 
Malinda (Payne) Wright and was born in 1832. 

li. Mary Wright 
Mary Wright was a daughter of 1900 William C. 
Wright of Marshall County, Alabama, and Delilah (Bridges) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 
Obediah’, 1832 Obediah*, 1900 William C.*) 
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The 1850 Census for Franklin County, Georgia, listed Mary Wright in the William 
Wright household on October 4, 1850, and her age as 16 and born in Georgia, 
indicating a date of birth in about 1834. 

In her letter dated December 4, 1987, Jane (Carson) Milam stated that Mary 
Wright was a daughter of 1900 William C. Wright of Marshal County, Alabama, and 
Delilah (Bridges) Wright and was born in about 1834. 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright stated 
that Mary Wright was born in Georgia. 

In her email dated June 25, 1997, Rita Evelyn Fulton enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that Mary Wright was a daughter of Obadiah Wright, Jr., and 
Malinda (Payne) Wright and was born in 1834. 

ill. Hester Anne (Wright) MacDougall And Her Husband 
MacDougall 
Hester Anne (Wright) MacDougall was a daughter of 
1900 William C. Wright of Marshall County, Alabama, and Delilah (Bridges) Wright. 
(1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, 1832 Obediah*, 1900 William C.*) 

The 1850 Census for Franklin County, Georgia, listed Hester Ann Wright in the 
William Wright household on October 4, 1850, and her age as 14 and born in Georgia, 
indicating a date of birth in about 1836. 

The 1860 Census for Hart County, Georgia, listed Hester A. Wright in the 
William C. Wright household on June 26, 1860, and her age as 20 and born in Georgia, 
indicating a date of birth in about 1840. 

In her letter dated December 4, 1987, Jane (Carson) Milam stated that Hester 
Anne Wright was a daughter of 1900 William C. Wright of Marshal County, Alabama, 
and Delilah (Bridges) Wright and was born in about 1836. | 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright stated 
that Hester Anne Wright was born in Georgia. 

In her email dated June 25, 1997, Rita Evelyn Fulton enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that Hester Ann Wright was a daughter of Obadiah Wright, Jr., and 
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Malinda (Payne) Wright, was born in 1836, married _ =>». MacDougall, and died 
between 1925 and 1935. 
IV. John P. O. Wright 
John P. O. was a son of 1900 William C. Wright of 
Marshall County, Alabama, and Delilah (Bridges) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, 
1832 Obediah’, 1900 William C.*) 

The 1850 Census for Franklin County, Georgia, listed John Wright in the William 
Wright household on October 4, 1850, and his age as 12 and born in Georgia, 
indicating a date of birth in about 1838. 

The 1860 Census for Hart County, Georgia, listed John P. O. Wright in the 
William C. Wright household on June 26, 1860, and his age as 18 and born in Georgia, 
indicating a date of birth in about 1842. 

In her letter dated December 4, 1987, Jane (Carson) Milam stated that John P. 
Wright was a son of 1900 William C. Wright of Marshal County, Alabama, and Delilah 
(Bridges) Wright and was born in about 1838. 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright stated 
that John P. Wright was born in Georgia. 

In her email dated June 25, 1997, Rita Evelyn Fulton enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that John P. Wright was a son of Obadiah Wright, Jr., and Malinda 
(Payne) Wright and was born in 1838. 

V. Martha M. Or E. (Wright) Bobo And Her Husband 
Burrell Bobo 
| Martha M. or E. (Wright) Bobo was a daughter of 
1900 William C. Wright of Marshall County, Alabama, and Delilah (Bridges) Wright. 
(1779 John', 1801 Obediah?, 1832 Obediah*, 1900 William C.*) 

The 1850 Census for Franklin County, Georgia, listed Martha Wright in the 
William Wright household on October 4, 1850, and her age as 10 and born in Georgia, 
indicating a date of birth in about 1840. 
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_ The 1860 Census for Hart County, Georgia, listed Martha M. Wright in the 
William C. Wright household on June 26, 1860, and her age as 16 and born in Georgia, 
indicating a date of birth in about 1844. 

In her letter dated December 4, 1987, Jane (Carson) Milam stated that 
Martha M. Wright was a daughter of 1900 William C. Wright of Marshal County, 
Alabama, and Delilah (Bridges) Wright and was born in about 1840 and married Burrell 
Bobo on April 9, 1869. 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright stated 
that Martha M. (Wright) Bobo was born in Georgia. 

In her email dated June 25, 1997, Rita Evelyn Fulton enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that Martha E. Wright was a daughter of Obadiah Wright, Jr., and 
Malinda (Payne) Wright, was born in 1840, and married Burell Bob on April 9, 1869, 
and that Martha E. (Wright) Bobo and Burell Bobo had the following children: 

1) Mary Bobo, 

2) Ellen Bobo, 

3) Joseph Bobo, and 

4) Foster Bobo. 

Vi. Nancy F. Wright 
Nancy F. Wright was a daughter of 1900 William C. 
Wright of Marshall County, Alabama, and Delilah (Bridges) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 
Obediah’, 1832 Obediah’, 1900 William C.’*) 

The 1850 Census for Franklin County, Georgia, listed Nancy Wright in the 
William Wright household on October 4, 1850, and her age as 8 and born in Georgia, 
indicating a date of birth in about 1842. 

The 1860 Census for Hart County, Georgia, listed Nancy F. Wright in the 
William C. Wright household on June 26, 1860, and her age as 13 and born in Georgia, 
indicating a date of birth in about 1847. 

In her letter dated December 4, 1987, Jane (Carson) Milam stated that Nancy F. 
Wright was a daughter of 1900 William C. Wright of Marshal County, Alabama, and 
Delilah (Bridges) Wright and was born in about 1842. 
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In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright stated 
that Nancy F. Wright was born in Georgia. 

In her email dated June 25, 1997, Rita Evelyn Fulton enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that Nancy F. Wright was a daughter of Obadiah Wright, Jr., and 
Malinda (Payne) Wright and was born in 1842. 

vil. = =William Wright 
William Wright was a son of 1900 William C. Wright 
of Marshall County, Alabama, and Delilah (Bridges) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 
Obediah’, 1832 Obediah*, 1900 William C.*) 

The 1850 Census for Franklin County, Georgia, listed William Wright in the 
William Wright household on October 4, 1850, and his age as 6 and born in Georgia, 
indicating a date of birth in about 1844. 

In her letter dated December 4, 1987, Jane (Carson) Milam stated that William 
Wright was a son of 1900 William C. Wright of Marshal County, Alabama, and Delilah 
(Bridges) Wright and was born in about 1844. 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright stated 
that William Wright was born in Georgia. 

In her email dated June 25, 1997, Rita Evelyn Fulton enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that William Wright was a son of Obadiah Wright, Jr., and Malinda 
(Payne) Wright and was born in 1844. 

vill. Stephen Wright 
Stephen Wright was a son of 1900 William C. Wright 
of Marshall County, Alabama, and Delilah (Bridges) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 
Obediah*, 1832 Obediah*, 1900 William C.*) 

The 1850 Census for Franklin County, Georgia, listed Stephen Wright in the 
William Wright household on October 4, 1850, and his age as 6 and born in Georgia, 
indicating a date of birth in about 1844. 

In her letter dated December 4, 1987, Jane (Carson) Milam stated that Stephen 
Wright was a son of 1900 William C. Wright of Marshal County, Alabama, and Delilah 
(Bridges) Wright and was born in about 1844. 
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In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright stated 
that Stephen Wright was born in Georgia. | 

In her email dated June 25, 1997, Rita Evelyn Fulton enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that Stephen Wright was a son of Obadiah Wright, Jr., and Malinda 
(Payne) Wright and was born in 1844. 


IX. 1927 James Pryor Mathias Wright, His Wife 


Martha E. (Dyar) Wright, And His Descendants 
1927 James Pryor Mathias Wright was a son of 1900 


William C. Wright of Marshall County, Alabama, and Delilah (Bridges) Wright. (1779 
John', 1801 Obediah?, 1832 Obediah*, 1900 William C.*) 

The 1860 Census for Hart County, Georgia, listed James P. M. Wright in the 
William C. Wright household on June 26, 1860, and his age as 10 and born in Georgia, 
indicating a date of birth in about 1850. 

In her letter dated December 4, 1987, Jane (Carson) Milam stated that James 
Pryor Mathias Wright was a son of 1900 William C. Wright of Marshal County, 
Alabama, and Delilah (Bridges) Wright, was born on October 1, 1849, married 
Martha E. Dyar in 1867, and died on April 26, 1927, that Martha E. (Dyar) Wright was 
born on October 5, 1847, and died on June 22, 1933, and that they had the following 
children: 

1) Memuel Wright, 

2) James W. Wright, born on December 13, 1872, 

3) Samuel T. Wright, born on October 18, 1877, 

4) Johnnie Wright, 

3) George Wright, born on October 21, 1882, 

6) Liza V. "Bessie" (Wright) (Miles) (Collins) Jackson, born in December 
1884, 

7) Lou (Wright) Turner, 

8) Velvie (Wright) Malone, born on January 25, 1885, 

9) Ada (Wright) Collins, born in May 1885, and 

10) Lexie (Wright) McCurley. 
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In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright stated 
that James Pryor Mathias Wright was born in Georgia. 

In her email dated June 25, 1997, Rita Evelyn Fulton enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that James Pryor Mathias Wright was a son of Obadiah Wright, Jr., 
and Malinda (Payne) Wright, was born on October 1, 1849, at Toccoa, Georgia, 
married Martha E. Dyar, moved in 1874 to Marshall County, Alabama, died on April 26, 
1927, at Marshall County, Alabama, and was buried at Friendship Baptist Church 
Cemetery, Marshall County, Alabama, that Martha E. (Dyar) Wright was buried at 
Friendship Baptist Church Cemetery, Marshall County, Alabama, and that James Pryor 
Mathias Wright and Martha E. (Dyar) Wright had the following children: 

1) Robert Simon Miminge Wright, born on January 15, 1868, 

2) Eliza Deliah Obelia (Wright) (Miles) (Collins) Jackson, born in 1870, 

3) James Wesly Obadiah Wright, born on December 13, 1872, 

4) Nancy Lou Iza (Wright) Turner, born on July 4, 1875, 

5) Samuel Thomas Cothran Wright, born in 1878, 

6) William Johnnie Jesse Wright, born on May 4, 1880, 

7) George Hardy Vester Wright, born October 21, 1882, at Marshall County, 
Alabama, 

8) Bessie Velva Reda (Wright) Malone, born on January 25, 1885, 

9) Ada Martha Serena (Wright) (Collins) Willis, born on march 17, 1887, and 

10) Lexie Texana Ann (Wright) McCurley, born on September 12, 1891. 

In her letter dated August 8,, 2002, Marsha Morgan Pell enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that James Pryor Mathias Wright was a son of William C. Wright 
and Delilah (Bridges) Wright, was born on October 1, 1849, at Toccoa, Georgia, 
married Martha Ellan Dyar on April 28, 1867, at Hart County, Georgia, was a blacksmith 
and cotton farmer, moved in the fall of 1874 to Marshall County, Alabama, owned a 
grist mill, was a member of the New Clear Primitive Baptist Church, and died on 
April 26, 1927, at Marshall County, Alabama, that Martha Ellan (Dyar) Wright was born 
on October 5,1847, at Anderson, South Carolina, was a member of the New Clear 
Primitive Baptist Church, and died on July 22, 1933, at Marshall County, Alabama, and 
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that James Pryor Mathias Wright and Martha Ellan (Dyar) Wright had the following 
children: 

1) Robert Simmon Memeghar Wright, 

2) Eliza Deliah Obelia Wright, 

3) James Wesley Wright, 

4) Nancy Lou Iza Wright, 

5) William Johnny Jessie Wright, 

6) George Hardy Vester Wright, 

7) Velvie Bessie Wright, 

8) Martha Ada Serena (Wright) (Collins) Willis, born on March 17, 1887, at 
marshall County, Alabama, and 

9) Lexie Texie Anna Wright. 

x. Eliza H. Wright 
Eliza H. Wright was a daughter of 1900 William C. 
Wright of Marshall County, Alabama, and Delilah (Bridges) Wright. (1779 John‘, 1801 
Obediah’, 1832 Obediah*, 1900 William C.*) 

The 1860 Census for Hart County, Georgia, listed Eliza H. Wright in the 
William C. Wright household on June 26, 1860, and her age as 5 and born in Georgia, 
indicating a date of birth in about 1855. 

In her letter dated December 4, 1987, Jane (Carson) Milam stated that Eliza H. 
Wright was a daughter of 1900 William C. Wright of Marshal County, Alabama, and 
Delilah (Bridges) Wright and was born in about 1855. 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright stated 
that Eliza H. Wright was born in Georgia. 

In her email dated June 25, 1997, Rita Evelyn Fulton enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that Eliza N. Wright was a daughter of Obadiah Wright, Jr., and 
Malinda (Payne) Wright and was born in 1855. 
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C. James Walter Wright, His Wife Elizabeth (Verner) Wight, 


And His Descendants 
James Walter Wright was a son of 1832 Obediah Wright of 
Franklin County, Georgia, and Malinda (Payne) Wright. (1779 John', 1801 Obediah?, 
1832 Obediah*) 
The complaint for partition in the James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, 
South Carolina, Pack 74-A, listed James W. Wright as a child of Obediah Wright: 
",... Obed Wright, who left ten children... . James W. Wright... ." 


The affidavit of Baylus Hix dated March 1, 1841, in that same case stated that all 
of the heirs of Obediah Wright then lived outside of South Carolina. 

The family chart dated approximately May 10, 1841, in that same case also listed 
James W. Wright as a son of Obediah Wright. 

On January 6, 1843, James W. Wright joined with other heirs in appointing 
Benjamin Holland to act for them in that case: 


"Georgia ) 
Franklin Coty ) 


Know all men by these presents that we whose names are hereunto annexed 
have this day ordained & appointed and do by these presence make ordain and 
appoint Benjamin Holland of the State and County aforesaid our true and lawful 
agent or attorney to ask demand & Receive or to sue for if necessary and 
Recover such sum or sums of money as yet may appear to be due or may 
become due to us as heirs of the Estate of James Wright Decd of South Carolina 
Pickens District and the said Benjamin Holland is hereby fully authorized and 
impowered to give all such receipts or acquittances in our names as may be 
lawful or wright for us to do though we ware there present to do it our selves 
given under our hands and seals 6th January 1843 


Test J. H. Parker 

John C. Wright James W. Wright 
as guardian for Nancy Wright 

Robt Harrison Thomas Wright 

Prier Wright Rhoda Wright 

Mary Wright Francis Wright 

Thos Harrison Harriet B. Harrison 


William C. Wright 
Joseph C. Looney 
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his 
William + Carnes 
mark" 


The document was executed in Franklin County, Georgia, indicating his residence there 
at that time. © 

The Bill For Partition And Relief dated March 5, 1849, in the William Cleveland 
Equity Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 184, also listed James W. Wright 
as a child of Obediah Wright: 


",... [he representatives of the following deceased brothers to wit.... Heirs of 
Obed Wright to wit... . James W. Wright... ." 


The 1850 Census for Talladega County, Alabama, listed Elizabeth Wright with 
the following household on September 24, 1850: 
Name Age Sex Color Occupation Value of Real Estate 


Elizabeth Wright 36 
Thos O Wright 11 
Judy M Wright 10 
Louisa Wright 8 
George W Wright 6 
William M Wright 4 
James Wright 3 
Hannah E Wright 1 
George Vance 33 


=Nseei7NmnNe Tt 


Married Attended Cannot Deaf 
Place of Within School Read & Dumb Blind 
Birth Year Within Year Write Insane etc. 


Tennessee 
Georgia 
Georgia 
Georgia 
Georgia 
Georgia 
Ala 

Ala 

S Carolina 


This record indicates that Elizabeth (Verner) Wright was born in about 1814. 
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In her letter dated March 31, 1983, Loretta June Wright included family group 
sheets which stated that James Walter Wright was born between 1810 and 1820 at 
South Carolina, married Elizabeth Verner on March 9, 1837, at Franklin County, 
Georgia, moved to Talladega County, Alabama, in the late 1840's, and was killed 
returning from a Gold Rush mine, that Elizabeth (Verner) Wright was born between 
1813 and 1821 at Tennessee and died after 1889, and that James Walter Wright and 
Elizabeth (Verner) Wright had the following child: 

1) James Wright, was born on January 30, 1847, at Talladega County, 
Alabama. 

In her letter dated December 4, 1987, Jane (Carson) Milam enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that James Walter Wright was born between 1800 and 1810, 
married Elizabeth Verner, and that James Walter Wright and Elizabeth (Verner) Wright 
had the following children: 

1) Thomas O. Wright, born in 1839 at Georgia; 

2) Judy Melinda Wright, born in 1840 at Georgia; 

3) Louisa Wright, born in 1842 at Georgia; 

4) George W. Wright, born in 1844 at Georgia; 

3) William M. Wright, born in 1846 at Georgia; 

6) James Wright, born on January 30, 1847, at Talladega County, Alabama; 

and 

7) Hannah Elizabeth Wright, born in 1848 at Talladega County, Alabama. 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 
enclosed family group sheets which stated that James Walter Wright resided in 1840 at 
Franklin County, Georgia, and that Elizabeth (Verner) Wright resided in 1850 at 
Talladega County, Alabama, in 1860 and 1870 at Athens, Clark County, Georgia, and 
in 1880 at Banks County, Georgia, and died at Banks County, Georgia. 

In her email dated June 25, 1997, Rita Evelyn Fulton enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that James Walter Wright was a son of Obadiah Wright, Jr., and 
Malinda (Payne) Wright, was born in 1810 at South Carolina, married Elizabeth Varner 
on March 9, 1837, and died in 1849 or 1850. 
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I. Thomas O. Wright 
Thomas O. Wright was a son of James Walter Wright 


and Elizabeth (Verner) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, 1832 Obediah*, James 
Walter’) 

The 1850 Census for Talladega County, Alabama, listed Thomas O. Wright in 
the Elizabeth Wright household on September 24, 1850, and his age as 11 and born in 
Georgia, indicating a date of birth in about 1839. 

In her letter dated December 4, 1987, Jane (Carson) Milam enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Thomas O. Wright was a son of James Walter Wright 
and Elizabeth (Verner) Wright and was born in 1839 at Georgia. 

ii. Judy Melinda Wright 
Judy Melinda Wright was a daughter of James Walter 
Wright and Elizabeth (Verner) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, 1832 Obediah’, 
James Walter’) 

The 1850 Census for Talladega County, Alabama, listed Judy M. Wright in the 
Elizabeth Wright household on September 24, 1850, and her age as 10 and born in 
Georgia, indicating a date of birth in about 1840. 

In her letter dated December 4, 1987, Jane (Carson) Milam enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Judy Melinda Wright was a daughter of James Walter 
Wright and Elizabeth (Verner) Wright and was born in 1840 at Georgia. 

lil. Louisa Wright 
Louisa Wright was a daughter of James Walter 
Wright and Elizabeth (Verner) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, 1832 Obediah’, 
James Walter’) 

The 1850 Census for Talladega County, Alabama, listed Louisa Wright in the 
Elizabeth Wright household on September 24, 1850, and her age as 8 and born in 
Georgia, indicating a date of birth in about 1842. 

In her letter dated December 4, 1987, Jane (Carson) Milam enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Louisa Wright was a daughter of James Walter Wright 
and Elizabeth (Verner) Wright and was born in 1842 at Georgia. 
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Iv. George W. Wright 
George W. Wright was a son of James Walter Wright 


and Elizabeth (Verner) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, 1832 Obediah*, James 
Walter‘) 

The 1850 Census for Talladega County, Alabama, listed George W. Wright in 
the Elizabeth Wright household on September 24, 1850, and his age as 6 and born in 
Georgia, indicating a date of birth in about 1844. 

In her letter dated December 4, 1987, Jane (Carson) Milam enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that George W. Wright was a son of James Walter Wright 
and Elizabeth (Verner) Wright and was born in 1844 at Georgia. 

V. William M. Wright 
William M. Wright was a son of James Walter Wright 
and Elizabeth (Verner) Wright. (1779 John', 1801 Obediah?, 1832 Obediah*, James 
Walter’) 

The 1850 Census for Talladega County, Alabama, listed William M. Wright in the 
Elizabeth Wright household on September 24, 1850, and his age as 4 and born in 
Georgia, indicating a date of birth in about 1846. 

In her letter dated December 4, 1987, Jane (Carson) Milam enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that William M. Wright was a son of James Walter Wright 
and Elizabeth (Verner) Wright and was born in 1846 at Georgia. 


Vi. 1936 James Wright Of Banks County, Georgia, His 
Wife Elizabeth Ophelia (Mackie) Wright, And His 


Descendants 
1936 James Wright of Banks County, Georgia, was a 
son of James Walter Wright and Elizabeth (Verner) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 
Obediah’, 1832 Obediah*, James Walter’) 
The 1850 Census for Talladega County, Alabama, listed James Wright in the 
Elizabeth Wright household on September 24, 1850, and his age as 3 and born in 
Georgia, indicating a date of birth in about 1847. 
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In her letter dated December 4, 1987, Jane (Carson) Milam enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that James Wright was a son of James Walter Wright and 
Elizabeth (Verner) Wright, was born on January 30, 1947, at Talladega County, 
Alabama, married Elizabeth Ophelia Mackie on March 10, 1875, at Banks County, 
Georgia, and died on April 30, 1936, at Banks County, Georgia, that Elizabeth Ophelia 
(Mackie) Wright was born on March 15, 1845, at Banks County, Georgia, and died on 
October 30, 1913, at Banks County, Georgia, and that James Wright and Elizabeth 
Ophelia (Mackie) Wright had the following children: 

1) lolia Wright, born on December 17, 1875, 

2) Arthur Grantly Wright, born on December 18, 1877, at Banks County, 
Georgia, 

3) Nettie Ann (Wright) Farmer, born on February 28, 1880, 

4) William Alonzo Wright, born on August 11, 1982, 

5) Calvin Leech Wright, born on October 3, 1884, and 

6) George Samuel Wright, born on February 22, 1887. 

vii. Hannah Elizabeth Wright 
Hannah Elizabeth Wright was a daughter of James 
Walter Wright and Elizabeth (Verner) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, 1832 
Obediah*, James Walter’) 

The 1850 Census for Talladega County, Alabama, listed Hannah E. Wright in the 
Elizabeth Wright household on September 24, 1850, and her age as 1 and born in 
Georgia, indicating a date of birth in about 1849. 

In her letter dated December 4, 1987, Jane (Carson) Milam enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Hannah Elizabeth Wright was a daughter of James 
Walter Wright and Elizabeth (Verner) Wright and was born in 1848 at Talladega 
County, Alabama. 
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d. Hannah (Wright) Carnes, Her Husband William Carnes, And 
Her Descendants 
Hannah (Wright) Carnes was a daughter of 1832 Obediah 
Wright of Franklin County, Georgia, and Malinda (Payne) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 
Obediah’, 1832 Obediah*) 

The complaint for partition in the James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, 
south Carolina, Pack 74-A, listed Hannah as a child of Obediah Wright and the wife of 
William Carnes: 

".... Obed Wright, who left ten children . . .. Hannah who has intermarried with 

William Carnes... ." | 

The affidavit of Baylus Hix dated March 1, 1841, in that same case stated that all 
of the heirs of Obediah Wright then lived outside of South Carolina. 

The family chart dated approximately May 10, 1841, in that same case also listed 
"Hannah married to Wm Carnes" as a daughter of Obediah Wright. 

On January 6, 1843, William Carnes joined with other heirs in appointing 
Benjamin Holland to act for them in that case: 

"Georgia ) 

Franklin Coty ) 


Know all men by these presents that we whose names are hereunto annexed 
have this day ordained & appointed and do by these presence make ordain and 
appoint Benjamin Holland of the State and County aforesaid our true and lawful 
agent or attorney to ask demand & Receive or to sue for if necessary and 
Recover such sum or sums of money as yet may appear to be due or may 
become due to us as heirs of the Estate of James Wright Decd of South Carolina 
Pickens District and the said Benjamin Holland is hereby fully authorized and 
impowered to give all such receipts or acquittances in our names as may be 
lawful or wright for us to do though we ware there present to do it our selves 
given under our hands and seals 6th January 1843 


Test J. H. Parker 

John C. Wright James W. Wright 
as guardian for Nancy Wright 

Robt Harrison Thomas Wright 

Prier Wright Rhoda Wright 

Mary Wright Francis Wright 

Thos Harrison Harriet B. Harrison 
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William C. Wright 

Joseph C. Looney 
his 

William + Carnes 
mark" 

The Bill For Petition And Relief dated March 5, 1849, in the William Cleveland 
Equity Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 184, also listed Hannah (Wright) 
Carnes as a child of Obediah Wright: | 

",... The representatives of the following deceased brothers to wit.... Heirs of 

Obed Wright to wit... . Wm Carnes & wife, Hannah,... ." 

The document was executed in Franklin County, Georgia, indicating his residence there 
at that time. 

The 1850 Census for Franklin County, Georgia, listed William Carnes with the 


following household on September 21, 1850: 


Name Age Sex Color Occupation Value of Real Estate 
William Carnes 45 M Farmer 150 
Hannah Carnes 36 F 

John Carnes 14 M 

Nancy Carnes 12 F 

Sarah Carnes 10 F 

William Carnes 9 M 

Holliway Carnes 1 M 

Rial Carnes 6 M 

Burrell Carnes 4 M 

Harriet Carnes 1 F 
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Married Attended Cannot Deaf 
Place of Within School Read & Dumb Blind 
Birth Year Within Year Write Insane etc. 


Georgia 
Tennessee 
Georgia 
Georgia 
Georgia 
Georgia 
Georgia 
Georgia 
Georgia 
Georgia 


This record indicates that William Carnes was born in about 1805 and that Hannah 
(Wright) Carnes was born in about 1814. 


The 1860 Census for Hart County, Georgia, listed William Carnes with the 
following household on June 23, 1860: 





Value of 

Name Age Sex Color Occupation Real Estate 
William Carnes 52 M Farmer 600 
Hannah Carnes 44 F Mrs | 
Sarah Carnes 21 F Domestic 
William C Carnes 19 M Farm hand 
Rial Carnes 16 M Farm hand 
Burrel Carnes 14 M 
Hariet Carnes 10 F 
Mary Carnes 9 F 
Andrew Carnes 8 M 

M 


Willis S Carnes 4 
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Value of Married Attended Cannot Deaf 
Personal Placeof Within School Read & Dumb Blind 
Property Birth Year Within Year Write Insane etc. 


300 Georgia 
Georgia 1 
Georgia 1 
Georgia 
Georgia 
Georgia 
Georgia 
Georgia 
Georgia 
Georgia 


This record indicates that William Carnes was born in about 1808 and that Hannah 
(Wright) Carnes was born in about 1816. 

In her letter dated June 30, 1983, Mrs. June Wright enclosed a copy of the 
application of Malinda (Payne) Wright dated July 29, 1874, for a widow's pension by 
reason of Obediah Wright's service in the War of 1812 which identified Hannah Carnes 
as a daughter of Obediah Wright and Malinda (Payne) Wright and stated that she was 
born on January 24, 1813: 


"War Of 1812 
Act Of February 14, 1871 


Brief Of Claim For A Widow's Pension in the case of Malinda Wright, widow of 
Obadiah Wright,a__—soof Captain Rains Company, Tenn. Militia Reg't, 
Residence Hart Co. Ga. Post Office address, Hartwell, Hart County, Georgia. 
soldier enlisted 20 September, 1814 discharged 20 April, 1815. Served 
afterward from__——i«, 18_, to__—s«y 18, in Captain ___~—s~ Company, Colonel 
___—Reg't. 


Declaration and identification in due form, filed July 29, 1874. 


Service for sixty days shown as follows: Bty. Land Div. reports, "Obadiah Wright 
served in Capt. Rain's Co. Tenn. Militia from Sept. 20 1814, to April 20, 1815. 
Total service 213 days. Soldier died November 5, 1832; date and fact 
established by report from Bounty Land Division. Continued widowhood since 
his death established by testimony of two witnesses M. M. Richardson and A. J. 
McMullam. Marriage to soldier prior to February 17, 1815, established by 
affidavit of Benedict Payne who testifies to marriage before the War of 1812 & 
that they had two children born before he entered the service in above war. 
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Also, by affidavit of Hannah Carnes, daughter of claimant who testifies that she 
was born January 24, 1813. Date of marriage February 1806. Maiden name of 
claimant Malinda Payne. Oath to support the Constitution of the United States 
subscribed. Non-receipt of pension declared. Loyalty established by affidavits of 
M. M. Richardson and A. J. McMullam. Their credibility certified by F. C. 
Stephenson F. M. Hartwell. Admitted October 30, 1874, to a pension of eight 
dollars per month, from February 14, 1871. 


_A. Safford 
Examiner" 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 
enclosed family group sheets which stated that Hannah (Wright) Carnes resided in 
1850 at Franklin County, Georgia, that William Carnes was born in about 1815 at 
Georgia, resided in 1850 at Franklin County, Georgia, and died after 1877, and that 
they had the following children: 

1) John Carnes, born about 1836 at Georgia, 

2) Nancy (Carnes) Isom, born in April 1838, 

3) Sarah Carnes, born about 1840 at Georgia, 

4) William Carnes, born about 1841 at Georgia, 

5) Holliway Carnes, born about 1841 at Georgia, 

6) Rial Carnes, born about 1844 at Georgia, 

1) Burrell Carnes, born about 1846 at Georgia, 

8) Harriet Elizabeth (Carnes) Reed, born on October 12, 1849, 

9) Mary Ann Carnes, born about 1851 at Georgia, 

10) Andrew Carnes, born about 1852 at Georgia, and 

11) Willis Carnes, born about 1856 at Georgia. 

In her email dated June 25, 1997, Rita Evelyn Fulton enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that Hannah Wright was a daughter of Obadiah Wright, Jr., and 
Malinda (Payne) Wright, was born on January 24, 1813, at Tennessee, and married 
William Carnes on December 20, 1835, at Franklin County, Georgia. 

I. John Carnes 
John Carnes was a son of Hannah (Wright) Carnes 
and William Carnes. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, 1832 Obediah*, Hannah‘) 
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The 1850 Census for Franklin County, Georgia, listed John Carnes in the William 
Carnes household on September 21, 1850, and his age as 14 and born in Georgia, 
indicating a date of birth in about 1836. 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 
enclosed family group sheets which stated that John Carnes was a son of Hannah 
(Wright) Carnes and William Carnes and was born about 1836 at Georgia. 

li. Nancy (Carnes) Isom And Her Husband John Isom 
Nancy (Carnes) Isom was a daughter of Hannah 
(Wright) Carnes and William Carnes. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, 1832 Obediah?, 
Hannah‘) 

The 1850 Census for Franklin County, Georgia, listed Nancy Carnes in the 
William Carnes household on September 21, 1850, and her age as 12 and born in 
Georgia, indicating a date of birth in about 1838. 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 
enclosed family group sheets which stated that Nancy Carnes was a daughter of 
Hannah (Wright) Carnes and William Carnes and was born in April 1838 at Georgia, 
and married John Isom. 

lil. oarah Carnes 
Sarah Carnes was a daughter of Hannah (Wright) 
Carnes and William Carnes. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, 1832 Obediah®, Hannah‘) 

The 1850 Census for Franklin County, Georgia, listed Sarah Carnes in the 
William Carnes household on September 21, 1850, and her age as 10 and born in 
Georgia, indicating a date of birth in about 1840. 

The 1860 Census for Hart County, Georgia, listed Sarah Carnes in the William 
Carnes household on June 23, 1860, and her age as 21 and born in Georgia, indicating 
a date of birth in about 1839. 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 
enclosed family group sheets which stated that Sarah Carnes was a daughter of 


Hannah (Wright) Carnes and William Carnes and was born about 1840 at Georgia. 
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IV. William C. Carnes 
William C. Carnes was a son of Hannah (Wright) 
Carnes and William Carnes. (1779 John', 1801 Obediah?, 1832 Obediah*, Hannah‘) 

The 1850 Census for Franklin County, Georgia, listed William Carnes in the 
William Carnes household on September 21, 1850, and his age as 9 and born in 
Georgia, indicating a date of birth in about 1841. 

The 1860 Census for Hart County, Georgia, listed William C. Carnes in the 
William Carnes household on June 23, 1860, and his age as 19 and born in Georgia, 
indicating a date of birth in about 1841. 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 
enclosed family group sheets which stated that William Carnes was a son of Hannah 
(Wright) Carnes and William Carnes and was born about 1841 at Georgia. 

V. Holliway Carnes 
Holliway Carnes was a son of Hannah (Wright) 
Carnes and William Carnes. (1779 John', 1801 Obediah?, 1832 Obediah*, Hannah‘) 

The 1850 Census for Franklin County, Georgia, listed Holliway Carnes in the 
William Carnes household on September 21, 1850, and his age as 7 and born in 
Georgia, indicating a date of birth in about 1843. 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 
enclosed family group sheets which stated that Holliway Carnes was a son of Hannah 
(Wright) Carnes and William Carnes and was born about 1841 at Georgia. 

Vi. Rial Carnes 
Rial Carnes was a son of Hannah (Wright) Carnes 
and William Carnes. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’, 1832 Obediah*, Hannah‘) 

The 1850 Census for Franklin County, Georgia, listed Rial Carnes in the William 
Carnes household on September 21, 1850, and his age as 6 and born in Georgia, 
indicating a date of birth in about 1844. 

The 1860 Census for Hart County, Georgia, listed Rial Carnes in the William 
Carnes household on June 23, 1860, and his age as 16 and born in Georgia, indicating 
a date of birth in about 1844. 
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In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 
enclosed family group sheets which stated that Rial Carnes was a son of Hannah 
(Wright) Carnes and William Carnes and was born about 1844 at Georgia. 

Vil. Burrell Carnes 
Burrell Carnes was a son of Hannah (Wright) Carnes 
and William Carnes. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, 1832 Obediah*, Hannah‘) 

The 1850 Census for Franklin County, Georgia, listed Burrell Carnes in the 
William Carnes household on September 21, 1850, and his age as 4 and born in 
Georgia, indicating a date of birth in about 1846. 

The 1860 Census for Hart County, Georgia, listed Burrel Carnes in the William 
Carnes household on June 23, 1860, and his age as 14 and born in Georgia, indicating 
a date of birth in about 1846. 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 
enclosed family group sheets which stated that Burrell Carnes was a son of Hannah 
(Wright) Carnes and William Carnes and was born about 1846 at Georgia. 

viii. Harriet Elizabeth (Carnes) Reed And Her Husband 
Moses Benjamin Reed | 
Harriet Elizabeth (Carnes) Reed was a daughter of 
Hannah (Wright) Carnes and William Carnes. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, 1832 
Obediah*, Hannah‘) 

The 1850 Census for Franklin County, Georgia, listed Harriet Carnes in the 
William Carnes household on September 21, 1850, and her age as 1 and born in 
Georgia, indicating a date of birth in about 1849. 

The 1860 Census for Hart County, Georgia, listed Harriet Carnes in the William 
Carnes household on June 23, 1860, and her age as 10 and born in Georgia, indicating 
a date of birth in about 1850. 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 
enclosed family group sheets which stated that Harriet Elizabeth Carnes was a 
daughter of Hannah (Wright) Carnes and William Carnes and was born on October 12, 
1849, married Moses Benjamin Reed, and died on March 22, 1916. 
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IX. Mary Ann Carnes 
Mary Ann Carnes was a daughter of Hannah (Wright) 


Carnes and William Carnes. (1779 John', 1801 Obediah’, 1832 Obediah*, Hannah‘) 

The 1860 Census for Hart County, Georgia, listed Mary Carnes in the William 
Carnes household on June 23, 1860, and her age as 9 and born in Georgia, indicating 
a date of birth in about 1851. 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 
enclosed family group sheets which stated that Mary Ann Carnes was a daughter of 
Hannah (Wright) Carnes and William Carnes and was born about 1851 at Georgia. 

x. Andrew Carnes 
Rial Carnes was a son of Hannah (Wright) Carnes 
and William Carnes. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’, 1832 Obediah*, Hannah‘) 

The 1860 Census for Hart County, Georgia, listed Andrew Carnes in the William 
Carnes household on June 23, 1860, and her age as 8 and born in Georgia, indicating 
a date of birth in about 1852. 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 
enclosed family group sheets which stated that Andrew Carnes was a son of Hannah 
(Wright) Carnes and William Carnes and was born about 1852 at Georgia. 

XI. Willis S. Carnes 
Willis S. Carnes was a son of Hannah (Wright) 
Carnes and William Carnes. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’, 1832 Obediah*, Hannah‘) 

The 1860 Census for Hart County, Georgia, listed Willis S. Carnes in the William 
Carnes household on June 23, 1860, and her age as 4 and born in Georgia, indicating | 
a date of birth in about 1856. | 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 
enclosed family group sheets which stated that Willis Carnes was a son of Hannah 


(Wright) Carnes and William Carnes and was born about 1856 at Georgia. 
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e. Frances C. (Wright) Brown, Her Husband Larkin Brown, And 
Her Descendants 
Frances (Wright) Brown was a daughter of 1832 Obediah 
Wright of Franklin County, Georgia, and Malinda (Payne) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 
Obediah’*, 1832 Obediah’) 
The complaint for partition in the James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, 
south Carolina, Pack 74-A, listed Frances Wright as a minor child of Obediah Wright: 
",... Obed Wright, who left ten children . . . . the remaining Six Children being 
minors to wit. ... Francis Wright... ." 
Since the complaint was probably dated March 1, 1841, Frances Wright's date of birth 
would be after March 1, 1820. 
The affidavit of Baylus Hix dated March 1, 1841, in that same case stated that all 
of the heirs of Obediah Wright then lived outside of South Carolina. 
The family chart dated approximately May 10, 1841, in that same case also listed 
"Frances Wright-Minor" as a child of Obediah Wright. 
On January 6, 1843, Frances Wright joined with other heirs in appointing 
Benjamin Holland to act for them in that case: 
"Georgia ) 
Franklin Coty ) 


Know all men by these presents that we whose names are hereunto annexed 
have this day ordained & appointed and do by these presence make ordain and 
appoint Benjamin Holland of the State and County aforesaid our true and lawful 
agent or attorney to ask demand & Receive or to sue for if necessary and 
Recover such sum or sums of money as yet may appear to be due or may 
become due to us as heirs of the Estate of James Wright Decd of South Carolina 
Pickens District and the said Benjamin Holland is hereby fully authorized and 
impowered to give all such receipts or acquittances in our names as may be 
lawful or wright for us to do though we ware there present to do it our selves 
given under our hands and seals 6th January 1843 


Test J. H. Parker 
John C. Wright James W. Wright 
as guardian for Nancy Wright 
Robt Harrison Thomas Wright 
Prier Wright Rhoda Wright 
Mary Wright Francis Wright 
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Thos Harrison Harriet B. Harrison 
William C. Wright 
Joseph C. Looney 
his 
William tr Carnes 
mark" 
The document was executed in Franklin County, Georgia, indicating her residence 
there at that time. 

The Bill For Partition And Relief dated March 5, 1849, in the William Cleveland 
Equity Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 184, also listed Frances Wright 
as a Child of Obediah Wright: 

",... The representatives of the following deceased brothers to wit... . Heirs of 

Obed Wright to wit... . Frances Wright... ." 

The 1850 Census for Franklin County, Georgia, listed Larkin Brown with the 


following household on November 7, 1850: 








Value of 

Name Age Sex Color Occupation Real Estate 
Larkin Brown 26 M Farmer 125 
Frances Brown 20 F 
Malinda Wright 45 F 

Married Attended Cannot Deaf 
Place of Within School Read & Dumb Blind 
Birth Year Within Year Write Insane etc. 
Georgia 
Georgia 
Georgia 


This record indicates that Larkin Brown was born in about 1824 and that Frances 
(Wright) Brown was born in about 1830. 
The 1860 Census for Franklin County, Georgia, listed Larkin Brown with the 


following household on June 9, 1860: 
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Value of 





Name Age Sex Color Occupation Real Estate 
Larkin Brown 33M Farmer 170 
Frances C Brown 24 =F Mrs 
James O Brown 10 M 
Sarah E. Brown 6 F 
Mavial D Brown 2 OM 
Value of Married Attended Cannot Deaf 
Personal Placeof Within School Read & Dumb Blind 
Property Birth Year Within Year Write Insane etc. 
400 S Carolina 

Georgia 1 

Georgia 

Georgia 

Georgia 


This record indicates that Larkin Brown was born in about 1827 and that Frances C. 
(Wright) Brown was born in about 1835. 

In her letter dated December 4, 1987, Jane (Carson) Milam enclosed family 
group sheets which listed Frances as Frances C. (Wright) Brown, her birth in about 
1830, her husband Larkin Brown's date of birth as about 1824, and their children as 
follows: 

1) James O. Brown, born c. 1850; 

2) Sarah E. Brown, born c. 1854; and 

3) Navial O. Brown, born c. 1858. 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 
enclosed family group sheets which stated that Frances C. (Wright) Brown resided in 
1850 at Franklin County, Georgia, and that Larkin Brown was born at Georgia. 

In her email dated June 25, 1997, Rita Evelyn Fulton enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that Frances C. Wright was a daughter of Obadiah Wright, Jr., and 


Malinda (Payne) Wright, was born in 1831, and married Lackin Brown. 
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I. James O. Brown 
James O. Brown was a son of Frances C. (Wright) 
Brown and Larkin Brown. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’, 1832 Obediah*, Frances‘) 

The 1860 Census for Hart County, Georgia, listed James O. Brown in the Larkin 
Brown household on June 9, 1860, and his age as 10 and born in Georgia, indicating a 
date of birth in about 1850. 

In her letter dated December 4, 1987, Jane (Carson) Milam enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that James O. Brown was a son of Frances C. (Wright) 
Brown and Larkin Brown and was born about 1850. 

il. Sarah E. Brown 
Sarah E. Brown was a daughter of Frances C. 
(Wright) Brown and Larkin Brown. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, 1832 Obediah’, 
Frances’) 

The 1860 Census for Hart County, Georgia, listed Sarah E. Brown in the Larkin 
Brown household on June 9, 1860, and her age as 6 and born in Georgia, indicating a 
date of birth in about 1854. | 

In her letter dated December 4, 1987, Jane (Carson) Milam enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Sarah E. Brown was a daughter of Frances C. (Wright) 
Brown and Larkin Brown and was born about 1854. 

iil. Mavial D. Brown 
Mavial D. Brown was a child of Frances C. (Wright) 
Brown and Larkin Brown. (1779 John', 1801 Obediah’, 1832 Obediah®, Frances‘) 

The 1860 Census for Hart County, Georgia, listed Mavial D. Brown in the Larkin 
Brown household on June 9, 1860, and his age as 2 and born in Georgia, indicating a 
date of birth in about 1858. 

In her letter dated December 4, 1987, Jane (Carson) Milam enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Navial O. Brown was a child of Frances C. (Wright) 


Brown and Larkin Brown and was born about 1858. 
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f. Mary "Polly" (Wright) Brown And Her Husband Spencer 
Brown 
Mary "Polly" (Wright) Brown was a daughter of 1832 
Obediah Wright of Franklin County, Georgia, and Malinda (Payne) Wright. (1779 
John', 1801 Obediah’, 1832 Obediah’) 
The complaint for Partition in the James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, 
south Carolina, Pack 74-A, listed Mary Wright as a minor child of Obediah Wright: 
",... Obed Wright, who left ten children... . the remaining Six Children being 
minors to wit Mary Wright, ... ." 
Since the complaint was probably dated March 1, 1841, Mary Wright's date of birth 
would be probably after March 1, 1820. 
The affidavit of Baylus Hix dated March 1, 1841, in that same case stated that all 
of the heirs of Obediah Wright then lived outside of South Carolina. 
The family chart dated approximately May 10, 1841, in that same case also listed 
"Mary Wright-Minor" as a child of Obediah Wright. 
On January 6, 1843, Mary Wright joined with other heirs in appointing Benjamin 
Holland to act for them in that case: 
"Georgia ) 
Franklin Coty ) 


Know all men by these presents that we whose names are hereunto annexed 
have this day ordained & appointed and do by these presence make ordain and 
appoint Benjamin Holland of the State and County aforesaid our true and lawful 
agent or attorney to ask demand & Receive or to sue for if necessary and 
Recover such sum or sums of money as yet may appear to be due or may 
become due to us as heirs of the Estate of James Wright Decd of South Carolina 
Pickens District and the said Benjamin Holland is hereby fully authorized and 
impowered to give all such receipts or acquittances in our names as may be 
lawful or wright for us to do though we ware there present to do it our selves 
given under our hands and seals 6th January 1843 


Test J. H. Parker 
John C. Wright James W. Wright 
as guardian for Nancy Wright 
Robt Harrison Thomas Wright 
Prier Wright Rhoda Wright 
Mary Wright Francis Wright 
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Thos Harrison Harriet B. Harrison 
William C. Wright 
Joseph C. Looney 
his 
William + Carnes 
mark" 
The document was executed in Franklin County, Georgia, indicating her residence 
there at that time. 

The Bill For Partition And Relief dated March 5, 1849, in the William Cleveland 
Equity Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 184, also listed Mary Wright as a 
child of Obediah Wright: 

".... The representatives of the following deceased brothers to wit... . Heirs of 

Obed Wright to wit... . Mary Wright... .” 

The 1850 Census for Franklin County, Georgia, listed Spencer Brown with the 


following household on November 7, 1850: 


Name Age Sex Color Occupation Value of Real Estate 
Spencer Brown 28 M Farmer 100 

Mary Brown 2/ F 

Place of Married Attended School Cannot Read Deaf Dumb Blind 
Birth Within Year Within Year & Write Insane etc. 
Georgia 

Georgia 


This record indicates that Spencer Brown was born in about 1822 and that Mary 
(Wright) Brown was born in about 1823. 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 
enclosed family group sheets which stated that Mary "Polly" (Wright) Brown resided in 
1850 at Franklin County, Georgia, and that Spencer Brown was born at Georgia. 

In her email dated June 25, 1997, Rita Evelyn Fulton enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that Mary Wright was a daughter of Obadiah Wright, Jr., and 
Malinda (Payne) Wright, was born between 1813 and 1823, and married Spencer 


Brown. 
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g. 1910 Pryor Or Prior H. Wright Of Georgia, His Wives 
Barbara Elizabeth (Gurley Or Gulley) Wright And Mintie 


(Williams) Wright, And His Descendants | 
1910 Pryor H. Wright of Georgia was a son of 1832 Obediah 


Wright of Franklin County, Georgia, and Malinda (Payne) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 
Obediah’, 1832 Obediah’*) 

The complaint for partition in the James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, 
south Carolina, Pack 74-A, listed Prior Wright as a minor child of Obediah Wright: 

. Obed Wright, who left ten children . . . . the remaining Six Children being 

minors to wit... . Prior Wright,... ." 
Since the complaint was probably dated March 1, 1841, Prior Wright's date of birth was 
probably after March 1, 1820. 

The affidavit of Baylus Hix dated March 1, 1841, in that same case stated that all 
of the heirs of Obediah Wright then lived outside South Carolina. 

The family chart dated approximately May 10, 1841, in that same case also listed 
"Prior Wright-Minor" as a child of Obediah Wright. 

On January 6, 1843, "Prier Wright" joined with other heirs in appointing Benjamin 
Holland to act for them in that case: 

"Georgia 


) 
Franklin Coty ) 


Know all men by these presents that we whose names are hereunto annexed 
have this day ordained & appointed and do by these presence make ordain and 
appoint Benjamin Holland of the State and County aforesaid our true and lawful 
agent or attorney to ask demand & Receive or to sue for if necessary and 
Recover such sum or sums of money as yet may appear to be due or may 
become due to us as heirs of the Estate of James Wright Decd of South Carolina 
Pickens District and the said Benjamin Holland is hereby fully authorized and 
impowered to give all such receipts or acquittances in our names as may be 
lawful or wright for us to do though we were there present to do it our selves 
given under our hands and seals 6th January 1843 


Test J. H. Parker 

John C. Wright James W. Wright 
as guardian for Nancy Wright 

Robt Harrison Thomas Wright 
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Prier Wright Rhoda Wright 
Mary Wright Francis Wright 
Thos Harrison Harriet B. Harrison 
William C. Wright 
Joseph C. Looney 
his 
William + Carnes 
mark" 


The document was executed in Franklin County, Georgia, indicating his residence there 
at that time. 

Prior Wright was not listed as a child of Obediah Wright in the Bill For Partition 
And Relief dated March 5, 1849, in the William Cleveland Equity Papers, Pickens 
District, South Carolina, Pack 184. 

The 1850 Census for Franklin County, Georgia, listed Prier Wright with the 
following household on October 16, 1850: 





Name Age Sex Color Occupation Value of Real Estate 
Prier Wright 26 M Farmer 

Eliza B Wright 25 F 

Harriet E Wright 5 F 

James W Wright 3 M 

Willis H Wright 1/2(?) M 

Place of Married Attended School Cannot Read Deaf Dumb Blind 
Birth Within Year Within Year & Write Insane etc. 
Georgia 

Georgia 

Georgia 

Georgia 

Georgia 


This record indicates that Prier Wright was born in about 1824 and that Elizabeth B. 
(Gurley or Gulley) Wright was born in about 1825. | 

The 1860 Census for Hart County, Georgia, listed P. H. Wright with the following 
household on June 25, 1860: 
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Name Age Sex Color Occupation Value of Real Estate 





P. H. Wright 3/7 M Farmer 
B. L. Wright 37 OC#£ Mrs 
Hariet E Wright 16 F Domestic 
James W. Wright 13M 
Willis H Wright 11 $M 
Value of Married Attended Cannot Deaf 
Personal Place of Within School Read & Dumb Blind 
Property Birth Year Within Year Write Insane etc. 
Georgia 
Georgia 
Georgia 
Georgia 1 
Georgia 1 


This record indicates that Prior H. Wright and Barbara Elizabeth (Gurley or Gulley) 
Wright were born in about 1823. 

In her letter dated December 4, 1987, Jane (Carson) Milam enclosed family | 
group sheets which stated that Prior H. Wright was possibly Prior Henley Wright, that 
his date of birth was on July 10, 1823, at Georgia or South Carolina, that his first 
marriage to Barbara Elizabeth Gurley or Gulley was on December 15, 1824, at Franklin 
County, Georgia, that his second marriage was to Mintie Williams, that his death was 
on October 19, 1910, that Barbara Elizabeth Gurley or Gulley was born on June 15, 
1823, at Georgia, that she died on June 23, 1890, and that the children of Pryor H. 
Wright and Barbara Elizabeth (Gurley or Gulley) Wright were the following: 

1) Harriet Elizabeth Wright, born August 20, 1844; 

2) James Wright, born c. 1847; and 

3) Willis C. Hensley Wright, born 1849. 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 
enclosed family group sheets which stated that Pryor H. Wright resided in 1850 at 
Franklin County, Georgia, married Mintie Williams as his second wife in 1880, and 
resided in 1900 and 1910 at Banks County, Georgia, that Elizabeth Barbara (Gurley) 
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Wright died in Georgia, and that Mintie (Williams) Wright was born in July 1847 at 
Georgia. 

In her email dated June 25, 1997, Rita Evelyn Fulton enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that Pryor H. Wright was a son of Obadiah Wright, Jr., and Malinda 
(Payne) Wright, was born on July 10, 1823, married Barbara Elizabeth Gurley on 
December 15, 1842, at Franklin County, Georgia, and died on October 19, 1910. 

From the evidence set forth above and additional evidence set forth below, the 
children of 1910 Pryor H. Wright of Georgia and Barbara Elizabeth (Gurley) Wright 
were the following: 

1) Harriet Elizabeth (Wright) Bruce, born on August 20, 1844, at Georgia, 

2) James W. Wright, born about 1847 at Georgia, and 

3) Willis C. Henley Wright, born in 1849 at Georgia. 

. Harriet Elizabeth (Wright) Bruce, Her Husband 
Thomas Benjamin Bruce And Her Descendants 
Harriet Elizabeth (Wright) Bruce was a daughter of 
1910 Pryor H. Wright of Georgia and Barbara Elizabeth (Gurley) Wright. (1779 John’, 
1801 Obediah’, 1832 Obediah*, 1910 Pryor H.*) 

The 1850 Census for Franklin County, Georgia, listed Harriet E. Wright in the 
Prier Wright household on October 16, 1850, and her age as 5 and born in Georgia, 
indicating a date of birth in about 1845. 

The 1860 Census for Hart County, Georgia, listed Hariet E. Wright in the P. H. 
Wright household on June 25, 1860, and her age as 16 and born in Georgia, indicating 
a date of birth in about 1844. 

In her letter dated December 4, 1987, Jane (Carson) Milam enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Harriet Elizabeth Wright was a daughter of 1910 
Pryor H. Wright of Georgia and Barbara Elizabeth (Gurley) Wright, was born on 
August 20, 1844, married Thomas Benjamin Bruce, and died on March 4, 1898, and 
that they had the following children: 

1) Charles Henley Bruce, born on November 18, 1868, 

2) Flora Elizabeth (Bruce) Segare, born in 1871, 


0099E(070406) 983. 


3) Sally Jane (Bruce) Echols, born in 1873, 

4) Myra Louise (Bruce) Glasure, born on July 26, 1875, 

5) Dora Maybelle (Bruce) Neal, born in 1877, 

6) Robert Pryor Bruce, born in 1881, 

T) Hattie L. (Bruce) Parker, born in 1886, and 

8) Clifforn Chandler Bruce, born in 1889. 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 
enclosed family group sheets which stated that Harriet Elizabeth (Wright) Bruce was 
born at Georgia and that Thomas Benjamin Bruce was born on April 27, 1848, at 
Georgia, and died on March 30, 1924, at Banks County, Georgia, and that their 


daughter Myra Louise (Bruce) Glasure was born at Banks County, Georgia. 


il. 1917 James W. Wright, His Wife Nancy (Keese) 
Wright, And His Descendants 
1917 James W. Wright was a son of 1910 Pryor H. 


Wright of Georgia and Barbara Elizabeth (Gurley) Wright. (1779 John', 1801 Obediah?, 
1832 Obediah*, 1910 Pryor H.*) 

The 1850 Census for Franklin County, Georgia, listed James W. Wright in the 
Prier Wright household on October 16, 1850, and his age as 3 and born in Georgia, 
indicating a date of birth in about 1847. 

The 1860 Census for Hart County, Georgia, listed James W. Wright in the P. H. 
Wright household on June 25, 1860, and his age as 13 and born in Georgia, indicating 
a date of birth in about 1847. 

In her letter dated December 4, 1987, Jane (Carson) Milam enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that James W. Wright was a son of 1910 Pryor H. Wright of 
Georgia and Barbara Elizabeth (Gurley) Wright, was born in 1848, married Nancy 
Keese, died in 1917, and was buried at Hebron Presbyterian Church, that Nancy 
(Keese) Wright was born in 1837 or 1843 at South Carolina and died in 1925, and that 
they had the following children: 

1) Eliza Kate (Wright) Singleton, born in 1868 or 1869, 

2) May or Mary (Wright) Gunnels, 
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3) Lola (Wright) Mize, born in 18771, 

4) Trall Wright, born in 1874, 

5) Frank Wright, and 

6) Claude Wright, born in 1879. 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 


enclosed family group sheets which stated that James W. Wright was born in Georgia. 


ili. Willis C. Wright, His Wife Sarah Jane (Mackie) 
Wright, And His Descendants 
Willis C. Wright was a son of 1910 Pryor H. Wright of 


Georgia and Barbara Elizabeth (Gurley) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’, 1832 
Obediah®, 1910 Pryor H.*) 

The 1850 Census for Franklin County, Georgia, listed Willis H. Wright in the Prier 
Wright household on October 16, 1850, and his age as 1/2(?) and born in Georgia, 
indicating a date of birth in about 1850. 

The 1860 Census for Hart County, Georgia, listed Willis H. Wright in the P. H. 
Wright household on June 25, 1860, and his age as 11 and born in Georgia, indicating 
a date of birth in about 1849. 

In her letter dated December 4, 1987, Jane (Carson) Milam enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Willis C. Wright was a son of 1910 Pryor H. Wright of 
Georgia and Barbara Elizabeth (Gurley) Wright, was born in 1849, resided in 1850 at 
Franklin County, Georgia, married Sarah Jane Mackie on March 2, 1876, resided in 
1880 at Banks County, Georgia, and died in 1911, that Sarah Jane (Mackie) Wright 
was born about 1845, and that they had the following children: 

1) _____ Wright, a son born on July 30, 1877, and who died at birth, and 

2) Mittie (Wright) Harber, born on July 30, 1877. 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 
enclosed family group sheets which stated that Willis C. Wright was born and died in 
Georgia. 
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h. Nancy W. Wright 
Nancy W. Wright was a daughter of 1832 Obediah Wright of 


Franklin County, Georgia, and Malinda (Payne) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, 
1832 Obediah*) 

The complaint for partition in the James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, 
south Carolina, Pack 74-A, listed Nancy Wright as a minor child of Obediah Wright: 

",... Obed Wright, who left ten children . . . . the remaining Six Children being 

minors to wit... . Nancy Wright, ... ." 
Since the complaint was probably dated March 1, 1841, Nancy Wright's date of birth 
was probably after March 1, 1820. 

The affidavit of Baylus Hix dated March 1, 1841, in that same case stated that all 
of the heirs of Obediah Wright then lived outside South Carolina. 

The family chart dated approximately May 10, 1841, in that same case also listed 
"Nancy Wright-Minor" as a child of Obediah Wright. 

On January 6, 1843, Nancy Wright joined with other heirs in appointing Benjamin 
Holland to act for them in that case: 

"Georgia ) 

Franklin Coty ) 


Know all men by these presents that we whose names are hereunto annexed 
have this day ordained & appointed and do by these presence make ordain and 
appoint Benjamin Holland of the State and County aforesaid our true and lawful 
agent or attorney to ask demand & Receive or to sue for if necessary and 
Recover such sum or sums of money as yet may appear to be due or may 
become due to us as heirs of the Estate of James Wright Decd of South Carolina 
Pickens District and the said Benjamin Holland is hereby fully authorized and 
impowered to give all such receipts or acquittances in our names as may be 
lawful or wright for us to do though we ware there present to do it our selves 
given under our hands and seals 6th January 1843 


Test J. H. Parker 

John C. Wright James W. Wright 
as guardian for Nancy Wright 

Robt Harrison Thomas Wright 

Prier Wright Rhoda Wright 

Mary Wright Francis Wright 

Thos Harrison Harriet B. Harrison 
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William C. Wright 
Joseph C. Looney 
his 
William + Carnes 
mark" 
The document was executed in Franklin County, Georgia, indicating her residence 
there at that time. 

The Bill For Partition And Relief dated March 5, 1849, in the William Cleveland 
Equity Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 184, also listed Nancy Wright as 
a child of Obediah Wright: 

",... The representatives of the following deceased brothers to wit... . Heirs of 

Obed Wright to wit... . Nancy Wright, ... ." 

In her letter dated December 4, 1987, Jane (Carson) Milam listed Nancy's name 
as Nancy W. Wright. 

In her email dated June 25, 1997, Rita Evelyn Fulton enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that Nancy W. Wright was a daughter of Obadiah Wright, Jr., and 
Malinda (Payne) Wright, was born in 1825. 


L. 1873 Thomas G. Wright Of Hart County, Georgia, His Wife 


Harriet R. (Dillard) Wright, And His Descendants 
1873 Thomas G. Wright of Hart County, Georgia, was a son 


of 1832 Obediah Wright of Franklin County, Georgia, and Malinda (Payne) Wright. 
(1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’, 1832 Obediah*) 

The complaint for partition in the James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, 
south Carolina, Pack 74-A, listed Thomas Wright as a minor child of Obediah Wright: 

", «+ Obed Wright, who left ten children . . . . the remaining Six Children being 

minors to wit. ... Thomas Wright,... ." 
since the complaint was probably dated March 1, 1841, Thomas Wright's date of birth 
was probably after March 1, 1820. 

The affidavit of Baylus Hix dated March 1, 1841, in that same case stated that all 
of the heirs of Obediah Wright then lived outside South Carolina. 
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The family chart dated approximately May 10, 1841, in that same case also listed 
"Thomas Wright-Minor" as a child of Obediah Wright. 

On January 6, 1843, Thomas Wright joined with other heirs in appointing 
Benjamin Holland to act for them in that case: 


"Georgia ) 
Franklin Coty ) 


Know all men by these presents that we whose names are hereunto annexed 
have this day ordained & appointed and do by these presence make ordain and 
appoint Benjamin Holland of the State and County aforesaid our true and lawful 
agent or attorney to ask demand & Receive or to sue for if necessary and 
Recover such sum or sums of money as yet may appear to be due or may 
become due to us as heirs of the Estate of James Wright Decd of South Carolina 
Pickens District and the said Benjamin Holland is hereby fully authorized and 
impowered to give all such receipts or acquittances in our names as may be 
lawful or wright for us to do though we ware there present to do it our selves 
given under our hands and seals 6th January 1843 | 


Test J. H. Parker 

John C. Wright James W. Wright 
as guardian for Nancy Wright 

Robt Harrison Thomas Wright 

Prier Wright Rhoda Wright 

Mary Wright Francis Wright 

Thos Harrison Harriet B. Harrison 


William C. Wright 
Joseph C. Looney 
his 
William + Carnes 
mark" 
The document was executed in Franklin County, Georgia, indicating his residence there 
at that time. 
The Bill For Partition And Relief dated March 5, 1849, in the William Cleveland 
Equity Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 184, also listed Thomas Wright 
as a child of Obediah Wright: 


",... The representatives of the following deceased brothers to wit.... Heirs of 
Obed Wright to wit... . Tho. Wright, ... ." 
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The 1860 Census for Hart County, Georgia, listed Thomas Wright with the 
following household on June 25, 1860: 
Name Age Sex Color Occupation Value of Real Estate 





Thomas Wright 34 M Farmer 1500 
Hariet Wright 34 =F Mrs 
Dillard V Wright 8 ™M 
Radford B Wright 7 M 
Mary H Wright 4 F 
Value of Married Attended Cannot Deaf 
Personal Place of Within School Read & Dumb Blind 
Property Birth Year Within Year Write Insane etc. 
Georgia 
Georgia 
Georgia 1 
Georgia 
Georgia 


This record indicates that Thomas G. Wright and Harriet R. (Dillard) Wright were born in 
about 1827. 

In her letter dated December 4, 1987, Jane (Carson) Milam enclosed family 
group sheets which listed the children of Thomas G. Wright as follows: 

1) Dillard V. Wright, born 1826; 

2) Radford B. Wright, born c. 1853; and 

3) Mary H. Wright, born c. 1856. 

She also stated in that same letter that "Mittie (Wright) Harber, a grand-daughter 
of Pryor, quoted him as saying 'my 4 brothers and | were all born on 10th July'." 

In her email dated June 25, 1997, Rita Evelyn Fulton enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that Thomas G. Wright was a son of Obadiah Wright, Jr., and 
Malinda (Payne) Wright, was born in 1826, and married Harriet Dillard. 
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. Dillard V. Wright, His Wife Fannie J. ( ) (Knox) 
Wright, And His Descendants ~ 
Dillard V. Wright was a son of 1873 Thomas G. 
Wright of Hart County, Georgia, and Harriet R. (Dillard) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 
Obediah’, 1832 Obediah*, 1873 Thomas G.*) 

The 1860 Census for Hart County, Georgia, listed Dillard V. Wright in the 
Thomas Wright household on June 25, 1860, and his age as 8 and born in Georgia, 
indicating a date of birth in about 1852. 

In her letter dated December 4, 1987, Jane (Carson) Milam enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Dillard V. Wright was a son of 1873 Thomas G. Wright 
of Hart County, Georgia, and Harriet R. (Dillard) Wright and was born in about 1852, 
married Fannie J. ( ) Knox and that they had the following child: 

1) Daisy Wright, born about 1877. 
In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 


enclosed family group sheets which stated that Dillard V. Wright was born at Georgia 





and resided in 1880 at Oconee, South Carolina, and that Daisy Wright was born about 
1878 at South Carolina. 
ii. Radford B. Wright 
Radford B. Wright was a son of 1873 Thomas G. 
Wright of Hart County, Georgia, and Harriet R. (Dillard) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 
Obediah*, 1832 Obediah*, 1873 Thomas G.*) 

The 1860 Census for Hart County, Georgia, listed Radford B. Wright in the 
Thomas Wright household on June 25, 1860, and his age as 7 and born in Georgia, 
indicating a date of birth in about 1853. 

In her letter dated December 4, 1987, Jane (Carson) Milam enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Radford B. Wright was a son of 1873 Thomas G. Wright 
of Hart County, Georgia, and Harriet R. (Dillard) Wright and was born in about 1853. 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 


enclosed family group sheets which stated that Radford B. Wright was born at Georgia. 
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iil. Mary H. Wright 
Mary H. Wright was a daughter of 1873 Thomas G. 


Wright of Hart County, Georgia, and Harriet R. (Dillard) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 
Obediah’, 1832 Obediah*, 1873 Thomas G.*) 

The 1860 Census for Hart County, Georgia, listed Mary H. Wright in the Thomas 
Wright household on June 25, 1860, and her age as 4 and born in Georgia, indicating a 
date of birth in about 1856. 

In her letter dated December 4, 1987, Jane (Carson) Milam enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Mary H. Wright was a daughter of 1873 Thomas G. 
Wright of Hart County, Georgia, and Harriet R. (Dillard) Wright and was born in about 
1856. 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 
enclosed family group sheets which stated that Mary H. Wright was born at Georgia. 

j. Rhoda Roberts (Wright) Guest, Her Husband Presley Guest, 
And Her Descendants 
Rhoda Roberts (Wright) Guest was a daughter of 1832 
Obediah Wright of Franklin County, Georgia, and Malinda (Payne) Wright. (1779 
John’, 1801 Obediah?, 1832 Obediah’*) 

The complaint for partition in the James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, 
south Carolina, Pack 74-A, listed Rhoda Wright as a minor child of Obediah Wright: 

".... Obed Wright, who left ten children . . . . the remaining Six Children being 

minors to wit... . RKRNody Wright... .- 

Since the complaint was probably dated March 1, 1841, Rhoda Wright's date of birth 
was probably after March 1, 1820. 

The affidavit of Baylus Hix dated March 1, 1841, in that same case stated that all 
of the heirs of Obediah Wright then lived outside South Carolina. 

The family chart dated approximately May 10, 1841, in that same case also listed 
"Rhoda Wright-Minor" as a child of Obediah Wright. 

On January 6, 1843, Rhoda Wright joined with other heirs in appointing 


Benjamin Holland to act for them in that case: 
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"Georgia ) 
Franklin Coty ) 


Know all men by these presents that we whose names are heareunto annexed 
have this day ordained & appointed and do by these presence make ordain and 
appoint Benjamin Holland of the State and County aforesaid our true and lawful 
agent or attorney to ask demand & Receive or to sue for if necessary and 
Recover such sum or sums of money as yet may appear to be due or may 
become due to us as heirs of the Estate of James Wright Decd of South Carolina 
Pickens District and the said Benjamin Holland is hereby fully authorized and 
impowered to give all such receipts or acquittances in our names as may be 
lawful or wright for us to do though we ware there present to do it our selves 
given under our hands and seals 6th January 1843 


Test J. H. Parker 

John C. Wright James W. Wright 
as guardian for Nancy Wright 

Robt Harrison Thomas Wright 

Prier Wright Rhoda Wright 

Mary Wright Francis Wright 

Thos Harrison Harriet B. Harrison 


William C. Wright 
Joseph C. Looney 
his 
William + Carnes 
mark" 
The document was executed in Franklin County, Georgia, indicating her residence 
there at that time. 

The Bill For Partition And Relief dated March 5, 1849, in the William Cleveland 
Equity Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 184, also listed Rhoda Wright as 
a child of Obediah Wright: 

",... The representatives of the following deceased brothers to wit... . Heirs of 

Obed Wright to wit... . Rhoda Wright... ." 

In her letter dated December 4, 1987, Jane (Carson) Milam enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Rhoda R. (Wright) Guest's was born in 1830 and had 
the following children: 

1) Nancy M. Guest, born c. 1852, 

2) Emily J. Guest, born c. 1854, 
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3) Luther V. Guest, born c. 1855, and 

4) Wesley A. (or Milager C.) Guest, born c. 1859. 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Loretta June (Shackelford) Wright 
enclosed family group sheets which stated that Rhoda Roberts (Wright) Guest was a 
daughter of 1832 Obediah Wright of Franklin County, Georgia, and Malinda (Payne) 
Wright, that Presley Guest was born about 1830 at South Carolina, and that they had 
the following child: 

5) Micajah Carter Guest, born on November 15, 1859, at Hart County, 
Georgia. 

In her email dated June 25, 1997, Rita Evelyn Fulton enclosed family group 
sheets which stated that Rhoda R. Wright was a daughter of Obadiah Wright, Jr., and 
Malinda (Payne) Wright, was born in 1830 at South Carolina, and married Presley 
Guest on May 2, 1851. 

I. Nancy M. Guest 
Nancy M. Guest was a daughter of Rhoda 
Roberts (Wright) Guest and Presley Guest. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, 1832 
Obediah’, Rhoda‘) 

In her letter dated December 4, 1987, Jane (Carson) Milam enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Nancy M. Guest was a daughter of Rhoda Roberts 
(Wright) Guest and Presley Guest and was born about 1852. 

il. Emily J. Guest 
Emily J. Guest was a daughter of Rhoda 
Roberts (Wright) Guest and Presley Guest. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’, 1832 
Obediah°, Rhoda‘) 

In her letter dated December 4, 1987, Jane (Carson) Milam enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Emily J. Guest was a daughter of Rhoda Roberts 
(Wright) Guest and Presley Guest and was born about 1854. 
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lil. Luther V. Guest 
Luther V. Guest was a son of Rhoda Roberts 
(Wright) Guest and Presley Guest. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah*, 1832 Obediah’, 
Rhoda‘) 

In her letter dated December 4, 1987, Jane (Carson) Milam enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Luther V. Guest was a son of Rhoda Roberts (Wright) 
Guest and Presley Guest and was born about 1855. 

iv. Wesley A. Guest 
Wesley A. Guest was a son of Rhoda Roberts 
(Wright) Guest and Presley Guest. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’, 1832 Obediah®, 
Rhoda‘) 

In her letter dated December 4, 1987, Jane (Carson) Milam enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Wesley A. Guest was a son of Rhoda Roberts (Wright) 
Guest and Presley Guest and was born about 1859. 


V. Micajah Carter Guest And His Wife Sarah 
"Sally" (Alvey) Guest 


Micajah Carter Guest was a son of Rhoda 
Roberts (Wright) Guest and Presley Guest. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’, 1832 
Obediah°, Rhoda‘) 

In her letter dated December 4, 1987, Jane (Carson) Milam enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Micajah Carter Guest was a son of Rhoda Roberts 
(Wright) Guest and Presley Guest, was born on November 15, 1859, at Hart County, 
Georgia, married Sarah "Sally" Alveny on December 21, 1881, at Elbert County, 
Georgia, died on June 12, 1939, at Wilcox County, Georgia, and was buried at 
Concord, Sumter County, Georgia. 

6. 1869 Charlton Wright Of Macon County, Alabama, Also Known As 
Tarlton Wright, His Wife Ann (Guerry) Wright, And His 
Descendants 
1869 Charlton Wright of Macon County, Alabama, also known as 
Tarlton Wright, was a son of 1801 Obediah Wright of Franklin County, Georgia, and 
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Hannah (Roberts) (Wright) Beal and was probably their sixth child. (1779 John’, 1801 
Obediah2) 

The marriage record of Charlton Wright and Ann Guerry was dated June 6, 
1822, at Baldwin County, Georgia: 

"Georgia ) 

Baldwin County ) 


| certify that Chariton Wright and Miss Ann Guerry were duly Joined in Matrimony 
by me this 6th day of June 1822 


John Bozeman J.P." 


The 1830 Census for Monroe County, Georgia, listed Charlton Wright with the 
following household: 


Males Age Females Age 
1 30-40 1 20-30 
3 0-5 1 5-10 
1 | 0-5 


This record indicates that Charlton Wright was born between 1790 and 1800 and that 
Ann (Guerry) Wright was born between 1800 and 1810. 

On April 30, 1831, at Monroe County, Georgia, D.B. H/90 Charlton Wright sold to 
James Stewart two hundred acres of land in two lots: 


"Georgia ) 
Monroe County ) 


This Indenture made and entered into this 30th day of April in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty one between Charleton Wright of the 
one part and James Stewart of the other part both of the county and state 
aforesaid: Witnesseth That for and in consideration of the sum of six hundred 
dollars to him in hand paid at and before the sealing and delivery of these 
presents, the said Charleton Wright hath granted bargained and sold and by 
these presents doth grant bargain, sell, alien, convey and confirm unto the said 
James Stewart his heirs and assigns the west half of all that tract or parcel of 
land, situate, lying And being in the sixth district of said county and Known by lot 
number one hundred and fifty eight (158) also the east half of lot number one 
hundred and thirty one (131) in the same district and county each half aforesaid 
contain one hundred acres more or less. To have and to hold the said two half 
lots of land and premises with all and singular the rights, members and 
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appurtenances thereunto belonging, or in any wise appertaining unto the only 
proper use benefit and behoof of him the said James Stewart his heirs and 
assigns, And the said Charleton Wright do for himself his heirs, executors & 
assigns do by these presents forever warrant and defend the right and title of the 
aforesaid land and premises against the claim of himself and all other persons 
whatsoever a good and lawful title in fee simple unto the said James Stewart his 
heirs and assigns forever 


In testimony whereof | the said Charleton Wright hath hereunto set my hand and 
affixed my seal the day and date first above written 


Signed, sealed & delivered Charleton Wright 
in presence of us 

Evans Myrick 

Benjamin E Myrick 


Georgia 
Monroe County ) 


Personally appeared before me Evans Myrick who being duly sworn deposeth 
and saith that he saw Charleton Wright sign, seal and deliver the within deed for 
the purposes therein mentioned that he subscribed the same as a witness and 
saw Benjamin Polly and do so likewise 


Sworn to and subscribed Evans Myriott 
before me this 

23rd Oct 1833 

Benjamin King J.P. 


Registered October 23rd 1833" 


The complaint for partition in the James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, 
south Carolina, Pack 74-A, dated approximately March 1, 1841, provided in part that 
Tarlton Wright was a brother of James Wright and survived his brother: 


".... That the said Lands are subject to distribution between your oratrix the 
widow of said deceased who is entitled to one moiety thereof and the other 
moiety being subject to distribution amongst the Brothers and Sister (or their 
Representatives) of said deceased. That of these Larkin Wright, Tarlton Wright 
and John Wright, each of whom were brothers, alone survived the said James 
Wright. That three other brothers and one sister composed the entire family 
Originally and had each died before the death of the said James Wright... ." 
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The affidavit of Baylus Hix dated March 1, 1841, in that same case stated that 
Tarlton Wright then lived outside South Carolina. 

The family chart dated approximately May 10, 1841, included in that case also 
listed Tarlton Wright as a brother of James Wright and then in Alabama. 

On February 22, 1843, E. W. Harrison wrote that Charlton Wright was then in 
Macon County, Alabama, near Tuskegee: 

"Fayette County 22 Feby, 1843 


Dear Sir 


This will inform you we are all enjoying good health at present, Harriet is at my 
house at this time & expects to continue with us until fall, & then will go out to 
Brother Johns she is inclined to go to school as there is a school convenient | 
have been in the section whare Oncle David Wrights family has formerly lived & 
they had all mooved away his oldest Daughter is in Mississippi the balance is 
living in Stewart County in this State Oncle Chattron (Chaltron?) Wright lives in 
Macon County Alabama near Tuskegee. | am going to rite amediately to him 
informing him of the cituation of the Estate of his Brothers Requesting him to go 
& attend to it or other wise send a power to you to act for him or | will trade for 
his Intrest. | will try to get a Power from the others also. | have inclosed a few 
lines from my self & Cozin Claton it is rather in a bad form if it should not answer 
Receive & receipt for the balance of the money that is in the hands of the 
ordinary | wold like it as a favor if you wold do so & inclose it to me by Mail 
Cozen Claton wishes to hear from you in a short time after you recieve this he 
told me that he had lately sent you a few lines | have nothing More at present but 
Remains Your Effectionate Brother &c. 


E. W. Harrison" 


On November 30, 1843, Charlton Wright of Macon County, Alabama, assigned 
his interest in the James Wright estate to his nephew John C. Wright: 


"The State of Alabama ) 
Macon County ) 


Know all men by these presents that | Charlton Wright of the State and County 
aforesaid for and in consideration of the sum of one hundred Dollars the receipt 
whereof is hereby acknowledged have this day bargained sold___—__s and 
conveyed unto John C. Wright of Coweta County State of Georgia all and 
singular my interest claim and demand as legatee in and to the Estate of James 
Wright formerly of Pendleton & late of Pickens district in the State of South 
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Carolina (deceased) and do hereby in consideration of the premises aforesaid 
authorize the said John C. Wright (in my name if necessary) to do & perform all 
acts which may be necessary in order to obtain or recover the same to his own 
proper use and benefit hereby relinquishing to the said John C. Wright all 
ownership and control over said Estates to which | would have been entitled had 
| not interest in the same. In terstimony whereof | have hereunto set 
my hand and seal this 30th day of November AD 1843. 


Witness Charlton Wright 
Elias Dunkis 
Moses S. Selby(?) 


The State of Alabama ) 
Macon County ) 


| William Alexander an acting justice of the peace in & for the county aforesaid 
do hereby certify that Charlton Wright whose name appears to the foregoing 
deed this day acknowledged before me that he signed sealed and delivered the 
same for the purposes therein expressed and on the day and month(?) therein 
written. Given under my hand and seal this 30st Novr AD 1843. 


William Alexander J.P. 


South Carolina ) 
Anderson District) 


Personally appeared Moses Kelly and being duly sworn declares on oath that he 
was present & saw the within named Charlton Wright sign seal and as his act 
and deed deliver the within instrument of writing for the uses and purposes 
therein named and that Elias Dunkin together with this Deponent in the 
presences of each other subscribed their names as witnesses to the due 
execution thereof. 


Execution thereof Moses Kelly 

sworn to & Subscribed 

Feby. 3rd 1844 Before 

J.N. Whitner 

Not. Pub & Ex. Off. Mag.” 

That assignment generated a dispute. In the James Wright Equity Papers, 
Pickens District, South Carolina, Box 4, No. 7, available from the Court of Ordinary, 


were two letters, two petitions, and an order regarding that dispute. 
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The first letter was from Charlton Wright dated December 25, 1843, claiming a 
fraud by his nephew John C. Wright: 
“Tuskegee 25 Dec. 1843 


Dear Sir 


From the misrepresentation of John C. Wright in relation to my Brothers estate, 
that it was small and involved in an expensive lawsuit which was undetermined & 
would be for some time - | sold him my interest and gave him a power of attorney 
to receive my part your letter shows me that he lied and swindled me, and | do 
hereby revoke & rescind such power of attorney, and you are hereby instructed 
to pay said mony only to myself or some other authorized person and not to said 
John C. Wright or his agent. 


We are all well & send our love. | write in haste. 


Yours most 
respectfully 
Charlton Wright 

To William E. Cleveland 

or 

Baylus Hix" 


On February 7, 1844, Charlton Wright wrote again to the Commissioners of 
Equity: 
"Tuskagee Ala Feby 7 1849 


The Commissioner of Equity & Administrators for the Estate of James Wright 
Dec. 


Gents 

You are requested not to dispose of the above named estate in any manner or 
shape untill such time as | may be enable to see you as | have reason to believe 
that there has been fraud practised on me by some of the Parties. 


Charlton Wright" 


The amount in dispute was apparently paid over to the attorney who 


acknowledged receipt for it: 


0099E(070406) 999. 


"| have this day read of M. M. Norton Com. Eq. for Pickens District Eighty dollars 
85/100 on a/c of within order with whom also is left the assignment of Chalton 
Wrights interest in said Estate Apr 7 1844. 


J. N. Whitner" 


Sometime thereafter the administrators of the estate of James Wright petitioned 
the court for authority to distribute Charlton Wright's share: 


"The State of South Carolina 
To The Hon. The Chancellor of said State 


The Petition of William E. Cleveland and Balus Hix respectfully shew unto your 
Honors that James Wright late of Pickens District departed this life Intestate 
possessed of an Estate Real & Personal subject to distribution amongst his Heirs 
at Law being his Widow & Brothers and Sisters or the Representative of those 
who were deceased. That your Petitioners administered on the Personalty under 
authority of letters issued from the Court of Ordinary for Pickens District. That 
having sold by permission of said Court the Personal Estate & collected the 
debts due to and paid the debts due by the Estate they proceeded to distribute 
the same amongst the heirs at Law according to their several interests many of 
whom being residents in other states were notified promptly that their shares 
were severally ready for payment. That in the apportionment a share was 
retained for the Heirs of David Wright a deceased brother of their Intestate. That 
these consisted when last heard from of a daughter Elizabeth Wright who it is 
said married (the name of the alledged husband not being known to your 
petitioners and removed from Georgia to Mississippi) and two sons James and 
David Wright who resided when last heard from in Stewart County Georgia but of 
the present residence of either of the three your petitioner can obtain no certain 
intelligences though they have communicated with the different sources & 
individuals whence they could reasonably hope for such information. 


That another share was retained for another brother Charlton Wright sometimes 
called Tarlton. That information was likewise communicated to him then residing 
in Macon County near a place call Tuskegee in the state of Alabama and during 
the past winter application was made by one John C. Wright a Nephew of the 
said Charlton Wright for the share of his uncle under a Deed of Assignment 
regularly proven and certified and in fact accompanied at the same time with one 
of the subscribing witnesses who proved the execution of the same whilst in this 
state and to whom payment would have been made but that notice preceeded by 
a few days the presentation of the Deed of assignment next to your Petitioners 
from the said Charlton Wright forbidding its payment to the assignee on the 
ground of alleged misrepresentation & fraud. 
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Your Petitioners have these funds in their hands all that remains to the full 
administration of their Intestates Estate & being anxious to be discharged 
therefrom although quite an inconsiderable charge they respectfully pray your 
Honors that some order may be made for their relief that a Rule be published 
requiring these parties to appear and receive their shares by a given time and in 
default thereof that the same may be distributed amongst the other Heirs of their 
Intestate. That Charlton Wright be required by a day certain to contest and avoid 
his deed of assignment if indeed it be fraudulent or that a default thereof & on 
payment to the assignee that they be discharged from any further molestation by 
either or that your Petitioners be permitted to pay over the funds to a receiver to 
be appointed by the Court or such orders made in the premises as shall relieve 
your Petitioners from the further charge of these funds and from any risk or 
future liability in consequence of its disbursements. 


Wm. E. Cleveland 
Balus Hix 


These petitioners file herewith copies of the Deed & notice & will produce when 
required a/c of receipt & Disbursements shewing the next amt due each 
distributee amounting to $ " 


Thereafter, an order was filed in the same proceeding indicating a compromise 
of the dispute: 


"W.E. Cleveland & ) 
another ) Petition for Relief 
VS. ) 
Heirs of David Wright ) 

) 


and others 


On hearing the Petition read and it being signified to the Court, that since the 
filing of the Petition, that the interest of Charlton Wright has been paid over and 
a compromise between the parties litigating. It is ordered, that the Petitioners be 
authorized to pay over the amount reserved for the Heirs of David Wright 
deducting costs and charges to the Commissioners in Equity to be by them 
invested at interest with sufficient surety and thereafter the Petitioners be 
discharged from further liability to account for the same." 


Thereafter the court entered a second order dismissing the dispute: 
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"Wm E. Cleveland & al ) 

Admrs ) Petition for Relief 
VS. ) 
Charles Wright & al. ) 


On hearing the Petition & the Defendants as Heirs of David Wright if still living 
having failed to appear on motion of J. N. Whitner 


It is ordered that the Petitioners administrators in this case be permitted to pay 
over to the other Distributees of Est. of James Wright the Share reserved by 
them in anticipation of the claim on a/c the Heirs of David Wright according to 
their several proportions in discharge of themselves therefrom deducting the 
costs of this proceeding. 


The defendants Charlton Wright & John C. Wright having since the filing this 
Petition compromised between themselves & drawn the funds in the hands of 
the Petitioners as suggested it is further ordered that the Petition be dismissed 
as to that portion thereof. 


Benj F. Dunkin" 


On August 14, 1844, John C. Wright acknowledged receipt for Charlton Wright's 
share of the proceeds of the partition sale which had been assigned to him: 


"| have this day recd of M. M. Norton Com. Eq. for Pickens District Eighty dollars 
85/100 on a/c of within order with whom also is left the assignment of Chalton 
Wrights interest in said Estate Apr 7 1844. 


J. N. Whitner” 


"| acknowledges this day to have recd of J. N. Whitner Eighty Dollars 85/100 on 
account of the interests or shares to which Charlton Wright is entitled in the real 
Estate of James Wright Decd. Sold for Partition by order of Court of Equity for 
Pickens District the said Charlton being a Brother & Distributee of said Estate the 
funds being now in the hands of the Commissioner in Equity M. M. Norton who is 
hereby authorized to refund the same to J. N. Whitner. This money being paid 
over to me in consequence of the assignment to me by said Charlton Wright of 
his interest & also an order for the money each of which are herewith left with 

J. N. Whitner. 


August 14, 1844 John C. Wright" 


On July 3, 1847, Charlton Wright wrote three letters regarding disposition of the 


estate: 
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"To James C. Wright (Postmark) 


Ellerslie P O — Tuskegee Ala 
Harris Co Jul 4 
Ga 


July 3rd, 1847 
Dear James 


| recd yours on yesteday glad to hear from you | have bin looking for you to come 
over befow now but you air not coming till you start for home & | can't come to go 
with you to Carolina some of my family may be sick Before | cld get back crops 
air good considrig the cold wether - in the spring we have good at the prisant 
crops look well but small cotton my family is well Yurs & Co. 


Chariton Wright 
to 
William Cleaveland 


De Sir - 
| rite you this to inform you that yu may safley pay over to my nfew the money 
that is coming to Brther David Wrights Estate from Brother James Wrights to 


him. 


| dont no of any post but Tuskegge that you could Direct your letter to 
Mr. Books Direct it to the ceair of John W. Jones Tuskegee al Yar & Co. 


Charlton Wright 
Mrs. Elisebeth 
Red Yours on the Second 
| am sorey to heair that you air not much better | did not Think the madison you 
tuck when you was ____ that it would coure you__- if you will___s two or thee 


moor | think will coure you | glad to heair - that you air some Better. 


Yours & Co 
Charlton Wright" 


The Bill For Partition And Relief dated March 5, 1849, in the William Cleveland 
Equity Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 184, Charlton Wright was named 


as a brother of James Wright and then residing outside of South Carolina: 
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",... Second the Heirs at Law of James Wright decd to wit John Wright and 
Charlton Wright brothers each supposed to be yet living though each residing out 
of the State and the latter it is said having transfered his interest to one John C. 
Wright who received his distributive Share on a written conveyance and transfer 
in the former division... ." 


The 1850 Census for Macon County, Alabama, listed Charlton Wright with the 
following household on October 31, 1850: 





Value of 
Name Age Sex Occupation RealEstate Born 
Charlton Wright 53 M Farmer 2,000 Georgia 
Ann Wright 43 F south Carolina 
John Wright 23 M Farmer Georgia 
James Wright 21 M Farmer Georgia 
William Wright 21 M Student Georgia 
Jefferson Wright 18 M Farmer Georgia 
Elizabeth Wright 15 F Georgia 
Moses Wright 13 M Georgia 
Fletcher Wright 11 M Georgia 
Benjamin Wright 10 M Alabama 
Sarah Wright 8 F Alabama 
Ann Wright 5 5 Alabama 
Georgia Wright 3 F Alabama 
slaves 
1 35 M 1 20 M 1 3 M 
1 30 F 1 22 F 1 2 F 
1 28 F 1 18 F 
1 22 M 1 13 F 
1 22 M 1 10 F 


The 1860 Census for Macon County, Alabama, listed Charleton Wright with the 
following household: 
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Real Personal 





Name Age Sex Color Occupation Est. Est. Born 
Charleton Wright 60 M W ‘Farmer 6500 2100 Geo 
Mrs. AnnV Wright 57 #F W S. Ca. 
David F. Wright 21 M W Ga 
James C. Wright 25 OM W Ga 
Ben F. Wright 19 M W Ala 
Ann Wright 15 F W Ala 
Georgia V Wright 12 FF W Ala 


On about February 14, 1870, at Probate Records of Macon County, Alabama, 
Book 1866-1873, page 249, the will of Charlton Wright was filed for probate and listed 
his death on January 29, 1869: 

"Charlton Wright Will of 


To the Hon James T Minifu Judge of Probate of Macon Co, Ala The undersigned 
respectfully shows to your honor that his father Chariton Wright late a citizen & 
resident of this county departed this life on or about the 29th day of Jany 1869 
leaving a certain instrument in writing purporting to be his last Will And 
Testament, disposing of his property &c - that said instrument in writing is testis 
by Solomon Withers A.P. Whitlow and A Algia Henderson and dated Jany 14th 
1869, & is hereto attached & petitioner prays your Honor to cause the same to 
be probated as the last Will and Testament of Said Charlton Wright deceased 
that his said Estate may be administered is therein provided that Said deceased 
left as his heirs the following children surviving him to wit: Margaret Moore wife 
of A. F. Moore a citizen of Lee Co. Ala, John J Wright Jas C. Wright of Macon 
County Ala. Mary C Mason wife of J. A. J. Mason who lives in Lee Co. Ala, | 
Martha C Shelton wife of C. G. W. Shelton Moses T. Wright David F. Wright Ann 
V Wimberly wife of E A. Wimberly, Georgia V Weathers wife of Bill weathers 
Henry J Wright Son and infant of William B Wright & William Wright also infant 
son of said William B Wright deceased the last named infant resides in Sligh Co 
Georgia with one Scarborough & the other infant resides with Moses T. Wright in 
This county He prays that the necessary steps & orders be taken in this behalf 
&c as in duty &c 


Moses T. Wright By 
Graham & Abercrombie 


State of Alabama _) 
Macon County ) 


Know all men by these presents that | Charlton Wright do give and bequeath at 
my death to my wife Ann V. Wright All my premises house Land Stock of all 
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Kinds and description as long as She remains my widow and after her death 
what remains of Said described property willed & bequeathed to her | want 
equally divided among my children viz John P. Wright James C Wright Mary C. 
Mason Martha C. Shelton, Moses T Wright David Fletcher Wright William B 
Wright Ann V. Wimberly Georgia V. Weathers Henry J Wright Last named 
mentioned Henry J Wright to be maintined and schooled & have his fathers 
Share of the estate, | appoint Jno P. Wright my Guardian for Henry J Wright my 
Grand Son Interlined before Signed. Signed in presence of Solomon Weathers 


A. B. Whitlow Charlton Wright 
A. Algia Henderson 


State of Alabama __) 
Macon County ) 


Before me J. T. Minifee Judge of Probate. Said County and State - came A. B. 
Whitlow Solomon Weathers subscribing witnesses to paper purporting to be the 
last will and Testament of Charlton Wright Decd and propounded in this office for 
probate who in open court and under oath Says that Said paper signed by the 
Testator Charlton Wright who was of full age and sound mind in his presence 
and in the presence of the other subscribing witnesses thereto declaring to be 
his last will and Testament and that the persons whose names are signed 
thereto subscribed the same as witnesses in the presence of the grantor and of 


each other. 

Sworn to and Subscribed Solomon Weathers 
before me Febry 14 1870 A. B. Weathers 

J. T. Munifee, 

Judge of Probate" 


On December 24, 1878, at Macon County, Alabama, Probate Records Book 
1866-1873, page 27, Moses T. Wright filed the following accounting for the estate of 
Charlton Wright: 





"Chariton Wright Estate of 

Moses T. Wright 80.00 
Recd from D H Wright & admr T J Wright 245.23 
Bal due him 325.23 
Henry Wright 

Moses T Wright 146.10 
Bal due | 179.13 


325.23 


The State of Alabama ) 
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Macon County ) 


Before me P S Holt Judge of Probate in & for said county personally appeared 
Moses T Wright who being duly sworn says that the above and foregoing 

account for final settlement is just true & correct that he has not used the funds 
of said estate for his own benefit: that the names of the heirs of said estate are 
as follows Margaret Moore the wife of A F Moore deceased John P. Wright 


James C. Wright, Mary C. Mason, wife of J A. J. Mason Elizabeth Shelton wife of 


C. G. W. Shelton, Ann V Wimberly wife of E A Wimberly, Georgia Y Weathers 
wife of J B Weathers, Henry Wright & affiant: that all of Said heirs are over the 
age of twenty one years except Henry Wright, who is a minor, over fourteen 


years of age & resides with affiant & that all of said heirs reside in Said county of 


Macon, except Mary E Mason who resides in the State of Texas with her said 
husband J. A. J. Mason & whose post office is unknown to affiant Sworn to & 
Subscribed before me this 24th day of December 1878 


PS Holt — M T Wright 
Judge Probate" 


In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Colleen (Moore) Kenyon enclosed family 


group sheets which stated that 1869 Charlton Wright of Macon County, Alabama, and 
Ann Videau (Guerry) Wright had the following children: 

1) Margaret Frances (Wright) Moore, born on April 13, 1823, at Monroe 
County, Georgia, 

2) John P. Wright, born on August 27, 1824, at Monroe County, Georgia, 

3) James C. Wright, born on September 16, 1826, at Monroe County, 
Georgia | 

4) Mary Caroline (Wright) Mason, born about 1829 probably at Monroe 
County, Georgia, 

5) William B. Wright, born about 1830 at Monroe County, Georgia, 

6) Jefferson T. Wright, born about 1832 at Monroe County, Georgia, 

7) Martha Elizabeth (Wright) Shelton, born about 1835 at Monroe County, 
Georgia, 

8) Moses T. Wright, born about 1837 at Monroe County, Georgia, 

9) David Fletcher Wright, born about 1839 at Monroe County, Georgia, 

10) Benjamin F. Wright, born about 1840 at Macon County, Alabama, 

11) Sarah Wright, born about 1842 at Macon County, Alabama, 
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12) Ann Videau (Wright) Wimberly, born about 1845 at Macon County, 
Alabama, and 

13) Georgia Videau (Wright) Weathers, born about 1847 at Macon County, 
Alabama. 


a. Margaret Frances (Wright) Moore, Her Husband Abraham 


Francis Moore, And Her Descendants 





Margaret Frances (Wright) Moore was a daughter of 1869 
Charlton Wright of Macon County, Alabama, and Ann Videau (Guerry) Wright. (1779 
John’, 1801 Obediah’, 1869 Chariton’) 
The marriage record of M. F. Wright and A. F. Moore was dated October 23, 
1841, at Macon County, Alabama, and provided as follows: 
"The State of Alabama ) 
Macon County ) 


As any ordained minister of the Gospel Judge of the Circuit or County Court or 
Justice of the peace for said County Greeting 


You are hereby authorised to celebrate the rites of matrimony between A F 
Moore and M F Wright and this shall be your sufficient authority for so doing 
Given under my hand and seal this the 23 day of October AD one thousand eight 
hundred and forty one and of American Independance the Sixty Sixth year 


John Howard Register 
Executed 23 October 1841 
Thomas C Prier J.P." 


The probate of the will of Charlton Wright dated February 14, 1870, at Macon 
County, Alabama, Probate Records 1866-1873, page 249, listed Margaret Moore, the 
wife of A. F. Moore, as one of the children of Charlton Wright: 


",... provided that Said deceased left as his heirs the following children 
surviving him to wit: Margaret Moore wife of A. F. Moore a citizen of Lee Co. Ala, 


In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Colleen (Moore) Kenyon enclosed family 


group sheets which stated that Margaret Frances (Wright) Moore was a daughter of 
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1869 Charlton Wright of Macon County, Alabama, and Ann Videau (Guerry) Wright, 
was born on April 13, 1823, at Monroe County, Georgia, married Abraham Francis 
Moore on October 23, 1841, at Macon County, Georgia, and died on January 26, 1909, 
at Atlanta, Fulton County, Georgia, that Abraham Francis Moore was born on April 10, 
1805, at Richmond County, Georgia, and died on November 24, 1878, at Macon 
County, Alabama, and that they had the following children: 

1) | Thomas Moreland Moore, born on October 12, 1843, at Macon County, 
Alabaman, 

2) May Ellington (Moore) Kelton, born on May 21, 1845, at Macon County, 
Alabama, 

3) James C. Moore, born on November 28, 1847, at Macon County, 
Alabama, 

4) John R. Moore, born in 1849 at Macon County, Alabama, 

5) William Francis Moore, born on September 17, 1852, at Warrior Stand, 
Macon County, Alabama, 

6) Charles Theodore Moore, born on March 17, 1855, at Warrior Stand, 
Macon County, Alabama, 

7) Jones Guerry Moore, born on August 16, 1857, at Macon County, 
Alabama, 

8) Abraham Francis Moore, Jr., born on February 10, 1860, at Macon 
County, Alabama, 

9) Augusta Whitehead Moore, born on November 10, 1860(7). 


L. Thomas Mooreland Moore, His Wife Mary Elizabeth 
(Lowry) Moore, And His Descendants 


Thomas Mooreland Moore was a son of Margaret 
Frances (Wright) Moore and Abraham Francis Moore. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, 
1869 Charlton®, Margaret Frances‘) 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Colleen (Moore) Kenyon enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Thomas Mooreland Moore was a son of Margaret 


Frances (Wright) Moore and Abraham Francis Moore, was born on October 12, 1843, 
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at Macon County, Alabama, married Mary Elizabeth Lowry on March 12, 1872, at 
Rome, Floyd County, Georgia, and died on April 29, 1918, at Macon, Bibb County, 
Alabama, and that they had the following children: 

1) Fannie Lou Moore, 

2) Carrie M. (Moore) Jones, 

3) Idah Lowry (Moore) Shetterworth, 

4) Hugh Lowry Moore, 

5) Marile (Moore) Dougless, and 

6) Thomas Moore, Jr. 


il. May Ellington (Moore) Kelton, Her Husband Robert 


Kelton, And Her Descendants 





May Ellington (Moore) Kelton was a daughter of 
Margaret Frances (Wright) Moore and Abraham Francis Moore. (1779 John’, 1801 
Obediah’, 1869 Charliton®, Margaret Frances’) 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Colleen (Moore) Kenyon enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that May Ellington (Moore) Kelton Moore was a daughter of 
Margaret Frances (Wright) Moore and Abraham Francis Moore, was born on May 21, 
1845, at Macon County, Alabama, married Robert Kenyon, and died on August 9, 1897, 
at Tuskegee, Macon County, Alabama, and that they had the following children: 

1) Benjamin Kelton, and 

2) ___ Kelton, a daughter. 

lil. James C. Moore, His Wife Ellen (Brodnax) Moore, 
And His Descendants 
James C. Moore was a son of Margaret Frances 
(Wright) Moore and Abraham Francis Moore. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’, 1869 
Charlton®, Margaret Frances‘*) 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Colleen (Moore) Kenyon enclosed family 

group sheets which stated that James C. Moore was a son of Margaret Frances 


(Wright) Moore and Abraham Francis Moore, was born on November 28, 1847, at 
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Macon County, Alabama, married Ellen Brodnax at Macon County, Alabama, and died 
on May 28, 1883. 
Iv. John R. Moore 
John R. Moore was a son of Margaret Frances 
(Wright) Moore and Abraham Francis Moore. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’, 1869 
Chariton®, Margaret Frances‘) 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Colleen (Moore) Kenyon enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that John R. Moore was a son of Margaret Frances (Wright) 
Moore and Abraham Francis Moore, was born in 1849, at Macon County, Alabama, and 
died on February 10, 1888. 

V. William Francis Moore, His Wife Elizabeth Ellen 
"Lizzie" (Williams) Moore, And His Descendants 
| William Francis Moore was a son of Margaret 
Frances (Wright) Moore and Abraham Francis Moore. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’, 
1869 Charlton*, Margaret Frances’) 
In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Colleen (Moore) Kenyon enclosed family 





group sheets which stated that William Francis Moore was a son of Margaret Frances 
(Wright) Moore and Abraham Francis Moore, was born on September 17, 1852, at 
Warrior Stand, Macon County, Alabama, married Elizabeth Ellen "Lizzie" Williams on 
December 9, 1879, at Warrior Stand, Macon County, Alabama, lost his arm on October 
10, 1895, in the machinery of a gin on the farm, and died on March 25, 1928, at Atlanta, 
Fulton County, Georgia, that Elizabeth Ellen "Lizzie" (Williams) Moore was born on 
December 11, 1856, at Warrior Stand, Macon County, Alabama, and died on May 27, 
1924, at Atlanta, Fulton County, Georgia, and that they had the following children: 

1) Will Guerry Moore, born on July 3, 1882, at Warrior Stand, Macon County, 
Alabama, 

2) James Lesenbie Moore, born on July 3, 1882, at Warrior Stand, Macon 
County, Alabama, 

3) Clide Mirtle Moore, born on May 28, 1885, at Warrior Stand, Macon 


County, Alabama, 
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4) Frazier Whitehead "Bubba" Moore, born on April 13, 1888, at Warrior 
Stand, Macon County, Alabama, 
3) Schuyler Elizabeth (Moore) (Rowe) Bauknight, born on February 9, 1891, 
at Warrior Stand, Macon County, Alabama, and 
| 6) Ethel lla (Moore) Manly, born on January 8, 1894, at Warrior Stand, 
Macon County, Alabama. 


Vi. Charles Theodore Moore, His Wife Florence Virginia 
(McLeod) Moore, And His Descendants 


Charles Theodore Moore was a son of Margaret 
Frances (Wright) Moore and Abraham Francis Moore. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah7, 
1869 Charlton*, Margaret Frances“) 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Colleen (Moore) Kenyon enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Charles Theodore Moore was a son of Margaret - 
Frances (Wright) Moore and Abraham Francis Moore, was born on March 17, 1855, at 
Warrior Stand, Macon County, Alabama, married Florence Virginia McLeod on March 
16, 1879, at Alabama, and died after 1923, and that they had the following children: 

1) Mary Elizabeth (Moore) Antrim, born on August 4, 1880, at Warrior Stand, 
Macon County, Alabama, and 

2) James Francis Moore, born on July 4, 1883, at Geneva, Geneva County, 
Alabama. 


Vil. Jones Guerry Moore, His Wife Lula (Townsend) 


Moore, And His Descendants 





Jones Guerry Moore was a son of Margaret Frances 
(Wright) Moore and Abraham Francis Moore. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, 1869 
Chariton®, Margaret Frances‘) 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Colleen (Moore) Kenyon enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Jones Guerry Moore was a son of Margaret Frances 
(Wright) Moore and Abraham Francis Moore, was born on August 16, 1857, at Macon 
County, Alabama, married Lula Townsend, and died on December 29, 1916, at 


Birmingham, Jefferson County, Alabama, and that they had the following children: 
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1) Lilliam Moore, 

2) Mabel Moore, 

3) Lucile Moore, and 
4) Howard Moore. 


vil. © Abraham Francis Moore, Jr. 





Abraham Francis Moore, Jr., was a son of Margaret 
Frances (Wright) Moore and Abraham Francis Moore. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, 
1869 Charlton*, Margaret Frances’) 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Colleen (Moore) Kenyon enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Abraham Francis Moore, Jr., was a son of Margaret 
Frances (Wright) Moore and Abraham Francis Moore, was born on February 10, 1860, 
at Macon County, Alabama, and died on November 27, 1888. 

Ix. August Whitehead (Moore) Moore And Her Husband 
James A. Moore 
August Whitehead (Moore) Moore was a daughter of 
Margaret Frances (Wright) Moore and Abraham Francis Moore. (1779 John’, 1801 
Obediah’, 1869 Charlton’, Margaret Frances*) 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Colleen (Moore) Kenyon enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that August Whitehead Moore was a daughter of Margaret 
Frances (Wright) Moore and Abraham Francis Moore, was born on November 10, 
1860,(?) married James A. Moore at Atlanta, Fulton County, Georgia, and died after 
1949 at Atlanta, Fulton County, Georgia. 

b. John P. Wright And His Wives Parmetha (Harrison) Wright 
And Ann (Bedell) Wright 
John P. Wright was a son of 1869 Charlton Wright of Macon 
County, Alabama, and Ann Videau (Guerry) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’, 1869 
Charlton’) 

The 1850 Census for Macon County, Alabama, listed John Wright in the 
Charlton Wright household on October 31, 1850, and his age as 23 and born in 
Georgia, indicating a date of birth in about 1827. 
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The probate of the will of Charlton Wright dated February 14, 1870, at Macon 
County, Alabama, Probate Records 1866-1873, page 249, listed John J. Wright as one 
of the children of Charlton Wright: 


",... provided that Said deceased left as his heirs the following children 
surviving him to wit: Margaret Moore wife of A. F. Moore a citizen of Lee Co. Ala, 
John J Wright Jas C. Wright of Macon County Ala. 


| Charlton Wright do give and bequeath at my death to my wife Ann V. Wright All 

my premises house Land Stock of all Kinds and description as long as She 

remains my widow and after her death what remains of Said described property 

willed & bequeathed to her | want equally divided among my children viz John P. 

Wright... ." 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Colleen (Moore) Kenyon enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that John P. Wright was a son of 1869 Charlton Wright of 
Macon County, Alabama, and Ann Videau (Guerry) Wright, was born on August 27, 
1824, at Monroe County, Georgia, resided in 1850 at Macon County, Alabama, married 
first Parmetha Harrison on February 10, 1851, at Macon County, Alabama, married 
second Ann Bedell on December 20, 1865, at Macon County, Alabama, and died on 
July 28, 1895, at Macon County, Alabama. 


C. James C. Wright And His Wife Permelia Carry (Culbreath) 
Wright 
James C. Wright was a son of 1869 Charlton Wright of 
Macon County, Alabama, and Ann Videau (Guerry) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 
Obediah’, 1869 Charlton®) 

The 1850 Census for Macon County, Alabama, listed James Wright in the 
Charlton Wright household on October 31, 1850, and his age as 21 and born in 
Georgia, indicating a date of birth in about 1829. 

The 1860 Census for Macon County, Alabama, listed James C. Wright in the 
Charlton Wright household and his age as 25 and born in Georgia, indicating a date of 
birth in about 1825. 
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The probate of the will of Charlton Wright dated February 14, 1870, at Macon 
County, Alabama, Probate Records 1866-1873, page 249, listed James C. Wright as 
one of the children of Charlton Wright: 


".... provided that Said deceased left as his heirs the following children 
surviving him to wit: Margaret Moore wife of A. F. Moore a citizen of Lee Co. Ala, 
John J Wright Jas C. Wright of Macon County Ala. 


| Charlton Wright do give and bequeath at my death to my wife Ann V. Wright All 

my premises house Land Stock of all Kinds and description as long as She 

remains my widow and after her death what remains of Said described property 

willed & bequeathed to her | want equally divided among my children viz John P. 

Wright James C Wright... ." 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Colleen (Moore) Kenyon enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that James C. Wright was a son of 1869 Charlton Wright of 
Macon County, Alabama, and Ann Videau (Guerry) Wright, was born on September 16, 
1824, at Monroe County, Georgia, resided in 1850 at Macon County, Alabama, married 
Permelia Carry Culbreath on July 1, 1851, at Macon County, Alabama, resided in 1860 
at Macon County, Alabama, and was buried at Warrior Stand, Macon County, Alabama. 

d. Mary Caroline (Wright) Mason And Her Husband J. A. J. 
Mason 
Mary Caroline (Wright) Mason was a daughter of 1869 
Charlton Wright of Macon County, Alabama, and Ann Videau (Guerry) Wright. (1779 
John’, 1801 Obediah?, 1869 Charlton’) 

The probate of the will of Charlton Wright dated February 14, 1870, at Macon 
County, Alabama, Probate Records 1866-1873, page 249, listed Mary C. Mason as one 
of the children of Charlton Wright: 


",... provided that Said deceased left as his heirs the following children 
surviving him to wit: Margaret Moore wife of A. F. Moore a citizen of Lee Co. Ala, 
John J Wright Jas C. Wright of Macon County Ala. Mary C Mason wife of J. A. J. 
Mason who lives in Lee Co. Ala, 


| Charlton Wright do give and bequeath at my death to my wife Ann V. Wright All 
my premises house Land Stock of all Kinds and description as long as She 
remains my widow and after her death what remains of Said described property 
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willed & bequeathed to her | want equally divided among my children viz John P. 

Wright James C Wright Mary C. Mason... ." 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Colleen (Moore) Kenyon enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Mary Caroline (Wright) Mason was a daughter of 1869 
Charlton Wright of Macon County, Alabama, and Ann Videau (Guerry) Wright, was born 
about 1829 probably at Monroe County, Georgia, married J. A. J. Mason on 
January 10, 1847, at Macon County, Alabama, and died probably at Texas. 

e. William B. Wright, His Wife Barbary A. (Thompson) Wright, 
And His Descendants 
William B. Wright was a son of 1869 Charlton Wright of 
Macon County, Alabama, and Ann Videau (Guerry) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 
Obediah’, 1869 Charlton®) 

The 1850 Census for Macon County, Alabama, listed William Wright in the 
Charlton Wright household on October 31, 1850, and his age as 21 and born in 
Georgia, indicating a date of birth in about 1829. 

The probate of the will of Charlton Wright dated February 14, 1870, at Macon 
County, Alabama, Probate Records 1866-1873, page 249, listed William B. Wright, 
deceased, as one of the children Charlton Wright: 


",... provided that Said deceased left as his heirs the following children 
surviving him to wit: Margaret Moore wife of A. F. Moore a citizen of Lee Co. Ala, 
John J Wright Jas C. Wright of Macon County Ala. Mary C Mason wife of J. A. J. 
Mason who lives in Lee Co. Ala, Martha C Shelton wife of C. G. W. Shelton 
Moses T. Wright David F. Wright Ann V Wimberly wife of E A. Wimberly, 
Georgia V Weathers wife of Bill weathers Henry J Wright Son and infant of 
William B Wright & William Wright also infant Son of said William B Wright 
deceased the last named infant resides in Sligh Co Georgia with one 
Scarborough & the other infant resides with Moses T. Wright in This county 


| Charlton Wright do give and bequeath at my death to my wife Ann V. Wright All 
my premises house Land Stock of all Kinds and description as long as She 
remains my widow and after her death what remains of Said described property 
willed & bequeathed to her | want equally divided among my children viz John P. 
Wright James C Wright Mary C. Mason Martha C. Shelton, Moses T Wright 
David Fletcher Wright William B Wright... ." 
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In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Colleen (Moore) Kenyon enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that William B. Wright was a son of 1869 Charlton Wright of 
Macon County, Alabama, and Ann Videau (Guerry) Wright, was born about 1830 at 
Monroe County, Georgia, resided in 1850 at Macon County, Alabama, married 
Barbary A. Thompson on May 30, 1848, at Macon County, Alabama, and died before 
October 1868 at Macon County, Alabama, and that they had the following children: 

1) Henry J. Wright, born at Macon County, Alabama, and 

2) William C. Wright. 

In her letter dated January 10, 1991, Colleen (Moore) Kenyon stated that the 
1860 Census for Macon County, Alabama, listed a William Wright, age 30, wife 
Barbary, age 2/7, and six children, but further research will be required to confirm the 
identity of the William Wright as William B. Wright. 

From the evidence set forth above and additional evidence set forth below, the 
children of William B. Wright and Barbaray A. (Thompson) Wright were the following: 

1) Henry J. Wright, born at Macon County, Alabama, and 

2) William C. Wright. 

. Henry J. Wright 
Henry J. Wright was a son of William B. Wright and 
Barbary A. (Thompson) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’, 1869 Chariton’, 
William B.*) 

The probate of the will of Charlton Wright dated February 14, 1870, at Macon 
County, Alabama, Probate Records 1866-1873, page 249, listed Henry J. Wright, the 
son and infant of William B. Wright, as one of the heirs of Charlton Wright: 


",... provided that Said deceased left as his heirs the following children 
surviving him to wit: Margaret Moore wife of A. F. Moore a citizen of Lee Co. Ala, 
John J Wright Jas C. Wright of Macon County Ala. Mary C Mason wife of J. A. J. 
Mason who lives in Lee Co. Ala, Martha C Shelton wife of C. G. W. Shelton 
Moses T. Wright David F. Wright Ann V Wimberly wife of E A. Wimberly, 
Georgia V Weathers wife of Bill weathers Henry J Wright Son and infant of 
William B Wright & William Wright also infant Son of said William B Wright 
deceased the last named infant resides in Sligh Co Georgia with one 
Scarborough & the other infant resides with Moses T. Wright in This county 
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| Charlton Wright do give and bequeath at my death to my wife Ann V. Wright All 
my premises house Land Stock of all Kinds and description as long as She 
remains my widow and after her death what remains of Said described property 
willed & bequeathed to her | want equally divided among my children viz John P. 
Wright James C Wright Mary C. Mason Martha C. Shelton, Moses T Wright 
David Fletcher Wright William B Wright Ann V. Wimberly Georgia V. Weathers 
Henry J Wright Last named mentioned Henry J Wright to be maintined and 
schooled & have his fathers Share of the estate, ...." 


In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Colleen (Moore) Kenyon enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Henry J. Wright was a son of William B. Wright and 
Barbary A. (Thompson) Wright and was born and resided at Macon County, Alabama. 

Il. William C. Wright 
William C. Wright was a son of William B. Wright and 
Barbary A. (Thompson) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, 1869 Charlton®, 
William B.*) 

The probate of the will of Charlton Wright dated February 14, 1870, at Macon 
County, Alabama, Probate Records 1866-1873, page 249, listed William Wright, the 
son and infant of William B. Wright, as one of the heirs of Charlton Wright: 


".... provided that Said deceased left as his heirs the following children 
surviving him to wit: Margaret Moore wife of A. F. Moore a citizen of Lee Co. Ala, 
John J Wright Jas C. Wright of Macon County Ala. Mary C Mason wife of J. A. J. 
Mason who lives in Lee Co. Ala, Martha C Shelton wife of C. G. W. Shelton 
Moses T. Wright David F. Wright Ann V Wimberly wife of E A. Wimberly, 
Georgia V Weathers wife of Bill weathers Henry J Wright Son and infant of 
William B Wright & William Wright also infant Son of said William B Wright 
deceased the last named infant resides in Sligh Co Georgia with one 
scarborough & the other infant resides with Moses T. Wright in This county... ." 


In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Colleen (Moore) Kenyon enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that William C. Wright was a son of William B. Wright and 
Barbary A. (Thompson) Wright and resided at Sligh County, Alabama. 

f. Jefferson T. Wright And His Wife Lucetia (Riley) Wright 
Jefferson T. Wright was a son of 1869 Charlton Wright of 


Macon County, Alabama, and Ann Videau (Guerry) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 
Obediah’, 1869 Charlton?) 
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The 1850 Census for Macon County, Alabama, listed Jefferson Wright in the 
Charlton Wright household on October 31, 1850, and his age as 18 and born in 
Georgia, indicating a date of birth in about 1832. 

The Final Settlement of the estate of T. J. Wright was dated on December 8, 
18/72,at Macon County, Alabama, Probate Book 12/265 and provided as follows: 

"State of Alabama _) 

Macon County ) 


Before me J. T. Mennefee Judge Macon County of the Probate Court in and for 
said County come D. F. Wright Admr of the Estate of T. J. Wright Decd who says 
on oath that the above and foregoing a/c for Final Settlement of the of said 
estate is just, true and correct as stated, and that the heirs of said decedent are 
John P. Wright, Jas C. Wright Moses T. Wright, D. F. Wright, Margaret F. Moore 
wife of A. F. Moore, M. E. Shelton wife of Calvin G. W. Shelton, J A V Wimberly 
wife of E. A. Wimberly, Georgia V. Wethers wife Benj Wethers all of whom are of 
full age and reside in Macon Co Alabama Mary C Mason wife of J A J Mason 
who resides in the state of Texas Post Office unKnown and Henry J. Wright who 
resides with Moses T. Wright in Macon Co Alabama and William C Wright a 
minor who resides in Sligh Co Georgia with one Scarborough his Grandfather 
Sworn to and subscribed before me Decr 8th 1872 


P T Menefee D. F. Wright 

Judge of Pro" 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Colleen (Moore) Kenyon enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Jefferson T. Wright was a son of 1869 Charlton Wright 
of Macon County, Alabama, and Ann Videau (Guerry) Wright, was born about 1832 at 
Monroe County, Georgia, resided in 1850 at Macon County, Alabama, married Lucetia 
Riley on February 9, 1845, at Macon County, Alabama, died before October 26, 1868 at 
Macon County, Alabama, and that they had no descendants. 

g. Martha Elizabeth (Wright) Shelton And Her Husband Calvin 
G. W. Shelton 
Martha Elizabeth (Wright) Shelton was a daughter of 1869 
Charlton Wright of Macon County, Alabama, and Ann Videau (Guerry) Wright. (1779 
John’, 1801 Obediah?, 1869 Charlton?) 
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The 1850 Census for Macon County, Alabama, listed Elizabeth Wright in the 
Charlton Wright household on October 31, 1850, and her age as 15 and born in 
Georgia, indicating a date of birth in about 1835. 

The probate of the will of Charlton Wright dated February 14, 1870, at Macon 
County, Alabama, Probate Records 1866-1873, page 249, listed Martha C. Shelton, the 
wife of C. G. W. Shelton, as one of the children of Charlton Wright: | 


",... provided that Said deceased left as his heirs the following children 
surviving him to wit: Margaret Moore wife of A. F. Moore a citizen of Lee Co. Ala, 
John J Wright Jas C. Wright of Macon County Ala. Mary C Mason wife of J. A. J. 
Mason who lives in Lee Co. Ala, Martha C Shelton wife of C. G. W. Shelton 


| Charlton Wright do give and bequeath at my death to my wife Ann V. Wright All 

my premises house Land Stock of all Kinds and description as long as She 

remains my widow and after her death what remains of Said described property 

willed & bequeathed to her | want equally divided among my children viz John P. 

Wright James C Wright Mary C. Mason Martha C. Shelton, ... ." 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Colleen (Moore) Kenyon enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Martha Elizabeth Wright was a daughter of 1869 
Charlton Wright of Macon County, Alabama, and Ann Videau (Guerry) Wright, was born 
about 1835 at Monroe County, Georgia, resided in 1850 at Macon County, Alabama, 
married Calvin G. W. Shelton on January 12, 1852, at Macon County, Alabama, and 
died after December 24, 1878, probably at Macon County, Alabama. 

h. Moses T. Wright And His Wife Martha J. (Gordon) Wright 
Moses T. Wright was a son of 1869 Charlton Wright of 
Macon County, Alabama, and Ann Videau (Guerry) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 
Obediah’, 1869 Charlton®) 

The 1850 Census for Macon County, Alabama, listed Moses Wright in the 
Charlton Wright household on October 31, 1850, and her age as 13 and born in 
Georgia, indicating a date of birth in about 1837. 

The probate of the will of Charlton Wright dated February 14, 1870, at Macon 
County, Alabama, Probate Records 1866-1873, page 249, listed Moses T. Wright as 
one of the children of Charlton Wright: | 
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",... provided that Said deceased left as his heirs the following children 
surviving him to wit: Margaret Moore wife of A. F. Moore a citizen of Lee Co. Ala, 
John J Wright Jas C. Wright of Macon County Ala. Mary C Mason wife of J. A. J. 
Mason who lives in Lee Co. Ala, Martha C Shelton wife of C. G. W. Shelton 
Moses T. Wright 


| Charlton Wright do give and bequeath at my death to my wife Ann V. Wright All 
my premises house Land Stock of all Kinds and description as long as She 
remains my widow and after her death what remains of Said described property 
willed & bequeathed to her | want equally divided among my children viz John P. 
Wright James C Wright Mary C. Mason Martha C. Shelton, Moses T Wright 


In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Colleen (Moore) Kenyon enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Moses T. Wright was a son of 1869 Charlton Wright of 
Macon County, Alabama, and Ann Videau (Guerry) Wright, was born about 1837 at 
Monroe County, Georgia, resided in 1850 at Macon County, Alabama, married Martha 
J. Gordon on April 7, 1865, at Macon County, Alabama, and died after December 24, 
1878, probably at Macon County, Alabama. 


L. David Fletcher Wright And His Wife Jannise C. 
(Cunningham) Wright 
David Fletcher Wright was a son of 1869 Charlton Wright of 
Macon County, Alabama, and Ann Videau (Guerry) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 
Obediah’, 1869 Charlton®) 

The 1850 Census for Macon County, Alabama, listed Fletcher Wright in the 
Charlton Wright household on October 31, 1850, and his age as 11 and born in 
Georgia, indicating a date of birth in about 1839. 

The probate of the will of Chariton Wright dated February 14, 1870, at Macon 
County, Alabama, Probate Records 1866-1873, page 249, listed David F. Wright as 
one of the children of Charlton Wright: 


",... provided that Said deceased left as his heirs the following children 
surviving him to wit: Margaret Moore wife of A. F. Moore a citizen of Lee Co. Ala, 
John J Wright Jas C. Wright of Macon County Ala. Mary C Mason wife of J. A. J. 
Mason who lives in Lee Co. Ala, Martha C Shelton wife of C. G. W. Shelton 
Moses T. Wright David F. Wright 
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| Charlton Wright do give and bequeath at my death to my wife Ann V. Wright All 

my premises house Land Stock of all Kinds and description as long as She 

remains my widow and after her death what remains of Said described property 

willed & bequeathed to her | want equally divided among my children viz John P. 

Wright James C Wright Mary C. Mason Martha C. Shelton, Moses T Wright 

David Fletcher Wright... ." 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Colleen (Moore) Kenyon enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that David Fletcher Wright was a son of 1869 Charlton 
Wright of Macon County, Alabama, and Ann Videau (Guerry) Wright, was born about 
1839 at Monroe County, Georgia, resided in 1850 at Macon County, Alabama, married 
Janise C. Cunningham on November 5, 1867, at Macon County, Alabama, and died 
between 18/72 and 1879 probably at Macon County, Alabama. 

j. Benjamin F. Wright 
Benjamin F. Wright was a son of 1869 Charlton Wright of 
Macon County, Alabama, and Ann Videau (Guerry) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 
Obediah’, 1869 Charlton®) 

The 1850 Census for Macon County, Alabama, listed Benjamin Wright in the 
Charlton Wright household on October 31, 1850, and his age as 10 and born in 
Alabama, indicating a date of birth in about 1840. 

The 1860 Census for Macon County, Alabama, listed Ben F. Wright in the 
Charlton Wright household and his age as 19 and born in Alabama, indicating a date of 
birth in about 1841. 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Colleen (Moore) Kenyon enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Benjamin F. Wright was a son of 1869 Charlton Wright 
of Macon County, Alabama, and Ann Videau (Guerry) Wright, was born about 1840 at 
Macon County, Alabama, resided in 1850 and 1860 at Macon County, Alabama, and 
probably died before 1868 at Macon County, Alabama. 

kK. sarah Wright 
Sarah Wright was a daughter of 1869 Charlton Wright of 
Macon County, Alabama, and Ann Videau (Guerry) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 
Obediah’, 1869 Charlton®) 
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The 1850 Census for Macon County, Alabama, listed Sarah Wright in the 
Charlton Wright household on October 31, 1850, and her age as 8 and born in 
Alabama, indicating a date of birth in about 1842. 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Colleen (Moore) Kenyon enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Sarah Wright was a son of 1869 Chariton Wright of 
Macon County, Alabama, and Ann Videau (Guerry) Wright, was born about 1842 at 
Macon County, Alabama, resided in 1850 at Macon County, Alabama, and probably 


died before 1860 at Macon County, Alabama. 


l. Ann Videau (Wright) Wimberly And Her Husband E. A. 
Wimberly 
Ann Videau (Wright) Wimberly was a daughter of 1869 
Charlton Wright of Macon County, Alabama, and Ann Videau (Guerry) Wright. (1779 
John’, 1801 Obediah?, 1869 Charlton’) 

The 1850 Census for Macon County, Alabama, listed Ann Wright in the Chariton 
Wright household on October 31, 1850, and her age as 5 and born in Alabama, 
indicating a date of birth in about 1845. 

The 1860 Census for Macon County, Alabama, listed Ann Wright in the Charlton 
Wright household and his age as 15 and born in Alabama, indicating a date of birth in 
about 1845. 

The probate of the will of Charlton Wright dated February 14, 1870, at Macon 
County, Alabama, Probate Records 1866-1873, page 249, listed Ann V. Wimberly, the 
wife of E. A. Wimberly, as one of the children of Charlton Wright: 


",... provided that Said deceased left as his heirs the following children 
surviving him to wit: Margaret Moore wife of A. F. Moore a citizen of Lee Co. Ala, 
John J Wright Jas C. Wright of Macon County Ala. Mary C Mason wife of J. A. J. 
Mason who lives in Lee Co. Ala, Martha C Shelton wife of C. G. W. Shelton 
Moses T. Wright David F. Wright Ann V Wimberly wife of E A. Wimberly, 


| Charlton Wright do give and bequeath at my death to my wife Ann V. Wright All 
my premises house Land Stock of all Kinds and description as long as She 
remains my widow and after her death what remains of Said described property 
willed & bequeathed to her | want equally divided among my children viz John P. 
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Wright James C Wright Mary C. Mason Martha C. Shelton, Moses T Wright 

David Fletcher Wright William B Wright Ann V. Wimberly... ." 

In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Colleen (Moore) Kenyon enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Ann Videau (Wright) Kimberly was a daughter of 1869 
Charlton Wright of Macon County, Alabama, and Ann Videau (Guerry) Wright, was born 
about 1845 at Macon County, Alabama, resided in 1850 and 1860 at Macon County, 
Alabama, married E. A. Wimberly on March 26, 1868, at Macon County, Alabama, and 
died after 1878 probably at Macon County, Alabama. 


m. Georgia Videau (Wright) Weathers And Her Husband John 
Benjamin Weathers 
Georgia Videau (Wright) Weathers was a daughter of 1869 
Charlton Wright of Macon County, Alabama, and Ann Videau (Guerry) Wright. (1779 
John’, 1801 Obediah’, 1869 Chariton’) 

The 1850 Census for Macon County, Alabama, listed Georgia Wright in the 
Charlton Wright household on October 31, 1850, and her age as 3 and born in 
Alabama, indicating a date of birth in about 1847. 

The 1860 Census for Macon County, Alabama, listed Georgia V. Wright in the 
Charlton Wright household and her age as 12 and born in Alabama, indicating a date of 
birth in about 1848. 

The probate of the will of Charlton Wright dated February 14, 1870, at Macon 
County, Alabama, Probate Records 1866-1873, page 249, listed Georgia V. Weathers, 
the wife of Bill Weathers, as one of the children of Charlton Wright: 


".... provided that Said deceased left as his heirs the following children 
surviving him to wit: Margaret Moore wife of A. F. Moore a citizen of Lee Co. Ala, 
John J Wright Jas C. Wright of Macon County Ala. Mary C Mason wife of J. A. J. 
Mason who lives in Lee Co. Ala, Martha C Shelton wife of C. G. W. Shelton 
Moses T. Wright David F. Wright Ann V Wimberly wife of E A. Wimberly, 
Georgia V Weathers wife of Bill weathers 


| Charlton Wright do give and bequeath at my death to my wife Ann V. Wright All 
my premises house Land Stock of all Kinds and description as long as She 
remains my widow and after her death what remains of Said described property 
willed & bequeathed to her | want equally divided among my children viz John P. 
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Wright James C Wright Mary C. Mason Martha C. Shelton, Moses T Wright 
David Fletcher Wright William B Wright Ann V. Wimberly Georgia V. Weathers 


In her letter dated September 18, 1990, Colleen (Moore) Kenyon enclosed family 
group sheets which stated that Georgia Videau (Wright) Weathers was a daughter of 
1869 Charlton Wright of Macon County, Alabama, and Ann Videau (Guerry) Wright, 
was born about 1847 at Macon County, Alabama, resided in 1850 and 1860 at Macon 
County, Alabama, married J. Benjamin Weathers on May 19, 1866 at Macon County, 
Alabama, and died after 1878 at Macon County, Alabama. 

In her email dated August 1, 2004, Delores L. Cain stated that Georgia Videau 
Wright was a daughter of Chariton Wright and Ann Videau (Guerry) Wright and married 
John Benjamin Weathers on May 20, 1866, at Tuskegee, Macon County, Alabama. 


7. 1829 David Wright Of Monroe County, Georgia, His Wife Elizabeth 


Or Martha L. ( ) (Wright) Wilson, And His Descendants 
1829 David Wright of Monroe County, Georgia, was a son of 1801 
Obediah Wright of Franklin County, Georgia, and Hannah (Roberts) (Wright) Beal and 
was probably their seventh child. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?) 
The will of David Wright was dated August 28, 1829, probated on January 4, 
1830, at Monroe County, Georgia, W.B. A/14, and provided as follows: 


"Georgia ) 
Monroe Cty ) 


In the name of God Amen | David Wright being afflicted in body but of strong 
mind and memory do make constitute this my last Will and Testament. To 
Wit, 


The whole of my property both personal & real | will to my Wife & Children to be 
equally divided among them in the following manner It is my wish that all the 
property be kept together on the premises where | now live untill the youngest 
child becomes of age when the oldest child becomes of lawfull age wish that an 
equal share may be divided from the common stock of property and given to it 
and like manner with my other children as they become of age untill it is all 
equally divided, that is an equal part for each child and one for my wife But | wish 
it distinctly understood this the land and premises whereon | reside is not to be 
taken into consideration in my division that may take place untill my youngest 
child becomes of age at which time | will that it be equally divided between my 
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wife and children should my Wife again marry before my youngest child 
becomes of lawfull age | will that her proportionable part, that is, a share equal 
with one of the children be divided off to her as soon as she may demand it or 
when the property and crop if then should be one growing will authorise it. | wish 
all my just debts paid as early as possible and if my present crop should not be 
sufficient | wish my executors to sell any of my personal property that they may 
think advisable for that purpose or a Lot of Land | own in Meriwether County on 
such terms as they may think advantagious. If at any time my Executors should 
deem it for the Interest of my family to make sale of the premises whereon | live 
they are authorised to do so And | do hereby authorise my Executors to deduct 
in all cases as they may think most advisable for the Interest of the family or as | 
would do were | personally present 


| do hereby appoint my friends William Winbeck(?) John Greer Executors and 
my Wife Martha L Wright Executrix to carry this my Last will & Testament into 
Effect In witness where of | do hereunder set my hand and seal this the 28th day 
of August 1829 - Signed 


in presence of David Wright 
David Allison 

Geo. M. Gullett 

Overall Walker 


Georgia ) 
Monroe Cty ) 


In Open Court Came David Allison & Geo M. Gullett and made oath that they 
saw David Wright sign seal & publish the foregoing as his last will & Testament & 
that he was in sound mind and memory & that they saw the other subscribing 
witness sign the same as such sworn to 4th Jany 1830 


Elias Beall CC.D. David Allison 
Geo M. Gullett 


Georgia ) 
Monroe Cty ) 


| Martha L. Wright do solemly swear that this writing Contains the true last will of 

the within named David Wright decd so far as | Know or believe and | will will and 
truly execute the same by paying first the debts and then the Legasies Contained 
in said will as far as his goods and chattles will there unto extend and the law 
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charge me and | will make a true and perfect inventory of all such goods & 
chattles so help me God. this 4th Jany 1830. 


Elias Beall C.C.O. Martha L Wright 

Recorded 9 April 1830" 
This record identifies David Wright's wife as Martha L. ( ) Wright. 

On November 15, 1830, at Monroe County, Georgia, W.B. _/_ Martha L. Wright 
filed an accounting for the estate of David Wright: 

"The Estate of David Wright deceased 








Return for 1830 To Martha L. Wright Exec Dr 
paid on note given to E Driskell to David Allison $53.66% 
paid on note given to J Storm 25.23 
paid on account to S Phillips 6.00 
paid on Note To James Ponder Constable 21.00 
paid on Note & Interest to W. B. Ector 47.54 
paid on William C. Jones proven account 10.15 
paid on Execution in Justice Court as Ret 3.06% 
paid on T. Taylors proven account 22./5 
paid on Note given to J. Ware 14.00 
paid on proven account to C. Rogers 2.75 
paid on proven account to Aaron White 9.37% 
paid on proven account to Wm M Winbosh 15.00 
paid on proven account to R. T. Green 20.00 
paid on H. W. Malom 28.00 
paid on proven a/c to J. D. Head 15 
paid on proven a/c to Tinsley and White 19.20 
paid on proven a/c to G M Gullett 44.25 
paid on proven a/c to G M Gullett a ES. 
paid on Clerk of the Court Ordinary 3.12% 
paid on 2000.00 pork Charge in Bill appeasement 100.00 
paid on 2 firkins & 1 Jas Lara 9.00 
paid on 13 head pork hogs 32.50 
paid on 1 Beef steer 20.00 
paid on 7000 fodder 26.25 
034.347 
Credits 
By cash Recd of McEwen for cotton crop 1829 $140.93% 
By cash Recd of E Greer on note 28" Dec 2 1829 27.00 
By cash Recd of B Morris on note 16 Jany 1830 9.00 
By cash Recd of James Ponder on settlement 1830 14.75 
By cash Recd of E. A. Elder 2nd March 1830 26./5 
By cash Recd of L. Johnson for sale Cotton 1829 54.75 
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By cash Recd of John N McEwen 1829 14.00 


By cash Recd of John Edwards 7.627% 

By cash Recd of 200.00 pork 10.00 

By cash Recd of for March 26th 2.29 
$303.06% 


Georgia Monroe County _) 
In person came Martha L. Wright Exx of the will of David Wright deceased and 
made oath that the foregoing return is Correct Sworn to this 15 day November 
1830 
Elias Beall C.C.O Martha L Wright 
Recorded 29th Term 1831 

Elias Beall C.C.O" 


On August 15, 1831, at Monroe County, Virginia, W.B. _/_ Martha L. Wright filed 
a further accounting for the estate of David Wright. 


The Estate of David Wright Deceased 
To Martha L Wright admr Dr. 


(1830) 
Nov 1st To cash paid clk C.C.O. as pr. Voucher No 1 $ 3.62% 
Jany To Cash paid S M Taylor as pr voucher No 2 6.25 
Nov 1st To cash paid Thomas B Gorman as pr voucher No 3 7.00 
Nov 23 To Cash paid A. W. Furgason on note as pr Voucher No 4 83.00 
(1831) 
January 13th To Cash paid A. W. Furgason on Note in full as 

pr Voucher No 5 129.00 
January 19 To Cash paid Thomas Elkius principle & Interest 107.88 
February 2nd To cash paid David Allison on Note principle & Interest 259.12 
January 19 To Cash paid To A. W. Langdon on act 102.25 
March 15th To Cash paid note due John B Waller & Interest 70.50 
May 26th To Cash paid Central Bank on Certificate 28.00 
June 14th To Cash paid James Bowden on a/c 7.45 
July 30th To Cash paid Kimberly & Chislom's a/c | 1.877% 
May 14th To Cash account To E. N. Maldress 3.6272 
August 15 To Cash paid Geo. W. Gullett a/c of 1.50% 





$811.13% 
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Contra Cr 





(1830) 
By Cash for One Gray Mare $ 70.00 
Dec 
Jany 13th To cash received of John H Greer for one Negro Boy 

named Jacob 400.00 
April By Cash Recvd for note on John Wright 90.00 
April By Cash Recd of T. D. King on note 12.00 

$532.00 

Georgia 


Monroe County ) 


In person came Martha L Wright Executrix of David Wright Deceased, and being 
Sworn, deposeth and sayeth that the within return is true. Sworn to this the 15th 
August 1831 


Martha L Wright 
Elias BeallC.COQ Examined & approved 15th August 1831 
Elias Beall C.CO 
Recorded This 3rd May 1832 
Elias Beall C.CO 


On December 5, 1835, at Monroe County, Georgia, W.B. C/420 an allocation of 
the estate of David Wright was made to Martin T. Collier: 


"Georgia 
Monroe County ) 


Inferior Court of said county Sitting for Ordinary purposes November 30th 1835 
Present thier Honors John Powell Josee Dunn and Parham Buckner 


Ordered by the Court that Charlton Wright James Clayton Collier Foster John H 
Greene & Ezekiel Stanley be appointed Commissioners to divide the negroes & 
other property belonging to the Estate of David Wright late of said County decd 
according to the last will and testament of said decd so far as to assign to 
Martin T. Collier his distributive share of said negroes and property, that they be 
first sworn fairly and impartially to discharge their duty and that they give ten 
days notice to all concerned of the time and place of making said division and 
return thier actings and doings to this Court by the first monday in March next 
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Return of the Commissioners 


We Collier Foster Ezekiel Stanley Charlton Wright and John H Greene By virtue 
of a writ of Distribution to us directed after being duly sworn as required by law 
before we entered upon the execution of said writ and having also named the 
several parties concerned agreeable to direction of said writ and having also 
named the several parties concerned to be present if they thought fit so to do 
and after due and mature deliberation being had upon all and every the property 
laid before us by virtue of said writ of distribution and and the Statue in such 
Case, we have distributed the said estate in the following manner (to wit) We do 
hereby assign and deliver over to Marlin T Collier for his wife formerly 

Elizabeth M Wright heir of the said David Wright deceased the following 
property. Betty, Emanuel, Henry, Lydia, Nancy, Lewis, John. Jackhorse Jinny 
Mewl Spining machine Folding table 1 Set large & 1 small Silver spoons 1 Table 
looking glass and furniture 1 red chest, dark dun cow & calf 2 Yearlings Lot of 
plows & singletrees Lot Axes 3 Slays 2 pr Harness Coffey mill 1 pair Shovel & 
tongs & tribet 2 pr and Irons 8 Seting Chairs 2 Scythes & Cradles 1 pair 
Stutyards 1 lot weeding hoes 1 lot Books his part of the Carriage seventy five 
dollars. The above named property amounting to Thirty five hundred and twenty 
eight dollars and Sixty five and half cents this 5th December 1835 


Collier Foster 
John H Greene 
Charlton Wright 


| do hereby certify that the above named commissioners was duly sworn before 
me this 5th December 1835 


E Stanley J.P. 
Recorded 8th April 1836 
John Powell D.C.C." 


The complaint for partition dated approximately March 1, 1841, in the James 
Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 74-A, listed David Wright 
as a predeceased brother of James Wright: 


",... That the said Lands are subject to distribution between your oratrix the 
widow of said deceased who is entitled to one moiety thereof and the other 
moiety being subject to distribution amongst the Brothers and Sister (or their 
Representatives) of said deceased. That of these Larkin Wright, Tarlton Wright 
and John Wright, each of whom were brothers, alone survived the said James 
Wright. That three other brothers and one sister composed the entire family 
Originally and had each died before the death of the said James Wright and each 
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leaving children who likewise with some exceptions survives the said James 
Wright to wit. - Obed Wright, .... Thomas Wright... . David Wright who left at 
the time of his death, two children James and Nancy Wright, neither of whom 
have been heard of for many years... .” 


The affidavit of Baylus Hix dated March 1, 1841, in that same case stated that 
the heirs of David Wright resided outside of South Carolina: 


"Francis Wright ) 
vs ) In Equity - Bill for Partition 
Larkin Wright & others ) 


Personally appeared Baylis Hix & being duly sworn saith that he is informed and 
verily believes that John Wright and Tarlton Wright two of the Defendants in this 
case reside without the limits of this State as does also all the heirs of Obed. 
Wright Decd and all the heirs of Thomas Wright Decd with the exception of 
Harriet Harbin & William Wright and all the Heirs of Nancy Harrison Decd with 
the exception of Catherine Lowry. That David Wrights heirs when last heard 
from were also residing out of the limit of said State 


sworn to & subscribed | Balus Hix 

March 1st 1841 Before 

J. N. Whithier Not. Pub." 

The family chart dated approximately 1841 in that same case listed the children 
of David Wright as James and Nancy: 

"6. David Wright died before James 

Children James & Nancy supposed dead likewise not having been 
heard from in many years." 

On February 22, 1843, E. W. Harrison wrote a letter stating that David Wright's 
family had moved and that one daughter was in Mississippi: 

"Fayette County 22 Feby, 1843 


Dear Sir 


This will inform you we are all enjoying good health at present, Harriet is at my 
house at this time & expects to continue with us until fall, & then will go out to 
Brother Johns she is inclined to go to school as there is a school convenient | 
have been in the section whae Oncle David Wrights family has formerly lived & 
they had all mooved away his oldest Daughter is in Mississippi the balance is 
living in Stewart County in this State Oncle Chattron (Chaltron?) Wright lives in 
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Macon County Alabama near Tuskegee. | am going to rite amediately to him 
informing him of the cituation of the Estate of his Brothers Requesting him to go 
& attend to it or other wise send a power to you to act for him or | will trade for 
his Intrest. | will try to get a power from the others also. | have inclosed a few 
lines from my self & Cozin Claton it is rather in a bad form if it should not answer 
Receive & receipt for the balance of the money that is in the hands of the 
ordinary | wold like it as a favor if you wold do so & inclose it to me by Mail 
Cozen Claton wishes to hear from you in a short time after you recieve this he 
told me that he had lately sent you a few lines | have nothing More at present but 
Remains Your Effectionate Brother &c. 


E. W. Harrison" 


The administrators had difficulty locating the heirs of David Wright and in early 


1844 petitioned the court to pay over the share of the heirs of David Wright to the other 


heirs: 


"The State of South Carolina 
To The Hon. The Chancellor of said State 


The Petition of William E. Cleveland and Balus Hix respectfully shew unto your 
Honors that James Wright late of Pickens District departed this life Intestate 
possessed of an Estate Real & Personal subject to distribution amongst his Heirs 
at Law being his Widow & Brothers and Sisters or the Representative of those 
who were deceased. That your Petitioners administered on the Personalty under 
authority of letters issued from the Court of Ordinary for Pickens District. That 
having sold by permission of said Court the Personal Estate & collected the 
debts due to and paid the debts due by the Estate they proceeded to distribute 
the same amongst the heirs at Law according to their several interests many of 
whom being residents in other states were notified promptly that their shares 
were severally ready for payment. That in the apportionment a share was 
retained for the Heirs of David Wright a deceased brother of their Intestate. That 
these consisted when last heard from of a daughter Elizabeth Wright who it is 
said married (the name of the alledged husband not being known to your 
petitioners and removed from Georgia to Mississippi) and two sons James and 
David Wright who resided when last heard from in Stewart County Georgia but of 
the present residence of either of the three your petitioner can obtain no certain 
intelligences though they have communicated with the different sources & 
individuals whence they could reasonably hope for such information. 


That another share was retained for another Brother Charlton Wright sometimes 
called Tarlton. That information was likewise communicated to him then residing 
in Macon County near a place call Tuskegee in the state of Alabama and during 

the past winter application was made by one John C. Wright a Nephew of the 
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said Charlton Wright for the share of his uncle under a Deed of Assignment 
regularly proven and certified and in fact accompanied at the same time with one 
of the subscribing witnesses who proved the execution of the same whilst in this 
state and to whom payment would have been made but that notice preceeded by 
a few days the presentation of the Deed of assignment next to your Petitioners 
from the said Charlton Wright forbidding its Payment to the assignee on the 
ground of alleged misrepresentation & fraud. 


Your Petitioners have these funds in their hands all that remains to the full 
administration of their Intestates Estate & being anxious to be discharged 
therefrom although quite an inconsiderable charge they respectfully pray your 
Honor that some order may be made for their relief that a Rule be published 
requiring these parties to appear and receive their shares by a given time and in 
default thereof that the same may be distributed amongst the other Heirs of their 
Intestate. That Charlton Wright be required by a day certain to contest and avoid 
his deed of assignment if indeed it be fraudulent or that a default thereof & on 
payment to the assignee that they be discharged from any further molestation by 
either or that your Petitioners be permitted to pay over the funds to a receiver to 
be appointed by the Court or such orders made in the premises as shall relieve 
your Petitioners from the further charge of these funds and from any risk or 
future liability in consequence of its disbursements. 


Wm. E. Cleveland 
Balus Hix 


These petitioners file herewith copies of the deed & notice & will produce when 
required _of receipt & Dusbursements shewing the and the cash 
distributed according to &" 


Thereafter, the court entered its order directing the share of David Wright's heirs 
to be paid to the commissioners: 


"W.E. Cleveland & another ) 
vs. ) Petition for Relief 
Heirs of David Wright and others ) 


On hearing the Petition read and it being signified to the Court, that since the 
filing of the Petition, that the interest of Charlton Wright has been paid over and 
a compromise between the parties litigating. It is ordered, that the Petitioners be 
authorized to pay over the amount reserved for the Heirs of David Wright 
deducting costs and charges to the Commissioners in Equity to be by them 
invested at interest with sufficient surety and thereafter the Petitioners be 
discharged from further liability to account for the same." 


Thereafter, the court entered a second order: 
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"Wm E. Cleveland & al Admrs _ ) 
VS. ) Petition for Relief 
Charles Wright & al. ) 


On hearing the Petition & the Defendants as Heirs of David Wright if still living 
having failed to appear on motion of J. N. Whitner 


It is ordered that the Petitioners administrators in this case be permitted to pay 
over to the other Distributees of Est. of James Wright the Share reserved by 
them in anticipation of the claim on a/c the Heirs of David Wright according to 
their several proportions in discharge of themselves therefrom deducting the 
costs of this proceeding. 


The defendants Charlton Wright & John C. Wright having since the filing this 
Petition compromised between themselves & drawn the funds in the hands of 
the Petitioners as suggested it is further ordered that the Petition be dismissed 
as to that portion thereof. 


Benj F. Dunkin" 


Several documents identify two children of David Wright as Elizabeth M. (Wright) 
Collier and James C. Wright. The first document was a power of attorney from 


Elizabeth M. Collier to James C. Wright to act for her in connection with the James 


Wright estate: 
"The State of Missippi ) 
Winston County ) 


Know all men by these presents that we Martin T. Collier and Elizabeth M. 
Collier, formerly Elizabeth M. Wright, and now wife of the said Martin T. Collier of 
the State and County aforesaid have nominated, appointed constituted and 
ordained and by these presents do nominate, constitute, appoint and ordain 
James C. Wright of the County of Carroll in the state of Mississippi our true and 
lawful attorney for our deed and inournames___ & stead to ask, obtain, 
receive sue for, recover, collect and procure from any of the clerks, 
Commissioners in Equity or Ordinaries or in whomsoever hands the same may 
be found either in the District of Pickins, Anderson or any other district, in the 
state of South Carolina, any money or monies, bills, or other effects, rights or 
interest due and of right belonging and coming to us or either of us in any one of 
said Districts or any other District in said State of South Carolina, from the Estate 
of James Wright, late of the state of South Carolina deceased, and to make, 
execute, sign, seal and deliver for us and in our names all such receipts bonds, 
assignment, conveyances, deeds, discharges, or other instruments as may and 
shall be proper, needful and lawfully required in the premises - as fully & 
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effectually as we might or could do in that behalf. And further we do hereby 
specially and generally rest in and deligate to our said attorney full, general, and 
discretionary power and authority to ask, sue for, recover collect, obtain and 
procure from all and every person or persons, officer or officers in whosesoever 
hand or possession the same may be found in the State of South Carolina all 
money or monies, rights, interest, share claims and demand, goods, chattels & 
effects, due, belonging & coming to us or either of us from any persons living or 
from the Estate of any decedant in the State of South Carolina and to make, 
execute, sign, seal & deliver to the proper person or persons, officer or officers, 
representative or representatives of any deceased person or persons, for us and 
in our names or either of us, or our names, all such receipts, bonds, deeds, 
conveyances, assignments, instruments or other discharges in writing as may be 
necessary, proper and lawfully required in the premises in and about the 
business, matters and livings aforesaid. And further we do hereby invest and 
delegate to our said attorney full and general power and authority to close up, 
finish, settle, transact and perform all and every thing, business matter in which 
we or either of us have any right, share, claim or interest of whatever character in 
the state of South Carolina as fully and effectually as we might or could do if 
present and acting in our own proper persons, Hereby ratifying, recognizing & 
holding for firm & effectual all that our said Attorney may lawfully do in the 
Premises aforesaid. In testimony whereof we have hereunto set our hands and 
affixed our seals this the 27 day of April AD 1849. 


Signed, sealed & deli- M. T. Collier 

vered In the presence Elizabeth M. Collier 
of us 

James G. Carlisle 

Jno, 


The State of Mississippi _) 
Winston County ) 


Personally appeared Martin I. Collier before me Archibald Jillen acting justice of 
the peace in and for said County in said State, who acknowledged that he 
signed, sealed and delivered the foregoing letter of Attorney from himself & wife 
to James C. Wright on the day and year therein mentioned as his act and deed. 
Also personally appeared before me the said and undersigned magistrate, 
Elizabeth M. Collier, wife and consort of the said Martin T. Collier who being by 
me examined in that behalf in private and separate and apart from her said 
husband, acknowledged that she signed, sealed & delivered the foregoing letter 
of Attorney from herself & her said husband to James C. Wright on the day & 
year therein mentioned freely & voluntarily as her own act & deed, and wholly 
without any threats, menaces, coercion or compulsion from her said husband or 
otherwise. | 
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In testimony whereof | have hereunto set my hand & seal this the 27 day of April. 
AD 1849 


Archibald Gillis (Seal) 
Justice of the peace 


The State of Mississippi _) 
Winston County ) 


| Erastus Huntley Clerk of the Probate Court of Winston County in said State do 
hereby certify that Archibald Gillis who has given the above certificate of 
acknowledgements is and was at the time of giving the same a duly elected, 
sworn, qualified & commissioned Justice of the peace in and for said County in 
said State, that his said certificate is in due form of law, that the signature 
purporting to be his is genuine, and that all his official acts in said capacity are 
entitled to full faith and credit. 


In testimony whereof | have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of said 
Court at office in the town of Louisville in said County this 28th day of April AD 
1849. 


Erastus Huntley Clerk 


The State of Mississippi _) 
Winston County ) 


| Joseph Bell sole and presiding Judge of the Probate Court of said County of 
Winston in said state, the same being a Court of record, do hereby certify that 
Erastus Huntley, who has given the foregoing certificate of authentication is and 
was at the time of giving the same the duly elected, sworn, qualified and 
commissioned clerk of said Court of Probates in said County & State that his 
said Certificate is in due form of law, and that all his official acts in said Capacity 
are entitled to full faith and credit. 


In testimony whereof | have hereunto set my hand & seal this 28th day of April 
AD 1849 at the County aforesaid. 


Jo. Bell 
Judge &c as aforesaid" 


The second document was the marriage record of Elizabeth Wright and Martin T. 
Collier on October 22, 1835, and a certification that she was an heir of David Wright | 


who died in Monroe County, Georgia, and that her share was delivered to her husband: 
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"Georgia 
Monroe County ) 


| certify that Martin T. Collier and Elizabeth Wright were duly joined in matrimony 
by me this 22nd day of October 1835. 


James Dunwoody, Minister 
of the Gospel 


Recorded 4th March 1836 
J. Powell Dep. C.C.0. 


Georgia 
Monroe County ) 


|, Elbridge G. Cabaniss(?) Clerk of the Court of Ordinary of said county hereby 

_ certify the foregoing to be a true copy from the records of my office of the 
certificate of the marriage of Martin T. Collier and Elizabeth Wright, and | further 
certify that said Martin T. Collier by virtue of his marriage with said Elizabeth 
Wright received from the administrator of the estate of David Wright of said state 
and county deceased the distributive share of said estate due to said Elizabeth 
Wright now Elizabeth Collier as daughter of said David Wright decd. Given 
under my hand and private Seal there being no Seal of office this 25th day of 
July 1849. 


Elbridge G. Cabaniss(?) C.C.M. 


Georgia 
Monroe County ) 


| Jonathan Johnston one of the Justices of the Superior Court, said Justices also 
composing the Court of Ordinary of said county hereby certify that Elbridge G. 
Cabaniss(?) whose name is subscribed to the above certificate is and was at the 
time of signing the same Clerk of the Court of Ordinary of said county of Monroe, 
duly commissioned & qualified that full faith and credit ought to be had & given to 
his attestation as such and that the same is in due form. 


Given under my hand this 25th day of July 1849. 
Jonathan Johnston J.I.C." 


The final document was a receipt by James C. Wright dated August 3, 1849, for 
the share of Elizabeth M. (Wright) Collier and his own share of the estate: 
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"Received Pickens C. H. S.C. 3d August 1849 of Miles M. Norton Commissioner 
in Equity for the District and State aforesaid, Forty dollars forty two & half cents 

in full of the distributive share of Elizabeth Collier & her Husband Martin T. Collier 
(the said Elizabeth being the Daughter of David Wright decd.) to the Real Estate 
of James Wright deceased, on the within Power of Attorney. 


Also, Forty dollars forty two & half cents in full of my own distributive share as the 
son of David Wright decd.) to the real Estate of James Wright. 


James C. Wright" 


The Bill For Partition And Relief dated March 5, 1849, in the William Cleveland 
Equity Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 184, listed a fourth child David 
Wright, but did not list Nancy Wright: 

"_... The representatives of the following deceased brothers to wit Heirs of 

David Wright to wit a daughter Elizabeth Wright and two sons James and David 

Wright each long absent from the State... ." 

The result of these records is that there were probably at least two daughters of 
David Wright, the older one Elizabeth and the younger Nancy, and two sons James and 
David. 

In her letter dated March 4, 1991, Mrs. Loretta June Wright stated that the will of 
David Wright was dated on August 28, 1829, and probated on January 4, 1830, at 
) Wright, that she 
married second Jessie Wilson on January 28, 1836, at Monroe County, Georgia, 
Marriage Book A/87, and that David Wright and Martha L. (___) Wright had the 
following children: 

1) (Wright) Turrentine or Tarrentine, 

2) Elizabeth M. (Wright) Collier, 

3) David William or William David Wright, and ° 

4) James Wright. 

From the evidence set forth above and additional evidence set forth below, the 
children of 1829 David Wright of Monroe County, Georgia, and Elizabeth (___) Wright 
were the following: 

1) James C. Wright, 


Monroe County, Georgia, W.B. A/_, that his wife was Martha L. ( 
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2) David William Wright, 
3) Elizabeth M. (Wright) Collier, and 
4) Nancy (Wright) Turrentine or Tarrentine. 
a. James C. Wright, His Wife Elizabeth Wright, And His 
Descendants 
James C. Wright was a son of 1829 David Wright of Monroe 
County, Georgia, and Elizabeth (___) Wright. (1779 John', 1801 Obediah’, 1829 
David) 
On May 21, 1832, at Monroe County, Georgia, D.B. G/231 Allen Turrentine, 
Elizabeth M. Wright, James Wright, and David William Wright purchased Lot No. 771 in 
the 14th District from Richard Dennis of Philadelphia: 


"Georgia 
Monroe County ) 


This Indenture made this the twenty first day May in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty two between Richard Dennis of the city of 
Philadelphia in the state of Pennsylvania of the one part and Allen Tarrentine, 
Elizabeth M Wright, James Wright and David William Wright of the county of 
Monroe aforesaid of the other part Witnesseth that the said Richard Dennis for 
and in consideration of the sum of two hundred dollars to him in hand paid at and 
before the ensealing and delivery of these presents, the receipt whereof is 
thereby acknowledged hath granted, bargained and sold, and by these presents 
doth grant, bargain, sell, alien, confirm and convey to the said Allen Tarrentine 
Elizabeth M Wright James Wright and David William Wright all that certain lot or 
parcel of land situate, lying and being in the fourteenth district (14th dist) of the 
said county of Monroe known and distinguished in the plan of said district as lot 
number seventy one (lot No 71) to have and to hold the said lot of land together 
with all and singular the rights, members, privileges and appurtenances 
thereunto belonging or in any wise appertaining to them the said Allen 
Tarrentine, Elizabeth M Wright, James Wright and David William Wright and 
their heirs forever as tenants in common and not as joint tenants and to their and 
each of their own proper use and behoof in fee simple forever And the said 
Richard Dennis, his heirs, executors and administrators to the said Allen 
Tarrentine, Elizabeth M Wright, James Wright and David William Wright their 
and each of their heirs, executors, administrators and assigns the said bargained 
land shall and will forever warrant and defend by these presents against the 
rightful claim of all and every person or persons whomsoever. 


0099F (070406) 1039. 


In witness whereof the said Richard Dennis hath hereunto set his hand and seal 
the day and year above written 


Signed, sealed and Richard Dennis 
delivered in presence of 

H. H Lumpkin 

A H Chappell 


Georgia 
Monroe County ) 


Personally appeared before me Henry H Lumpkin who being duly sworn 
deposeth and saith that he saw Richard Dennis sign seal and deliver the above 
deed for the purposes therein mentioned, that he subscribed the same as a 
witness and saw H H Chappell do so likewise 


Sworn to and subscribed H. H. Lumpkin 
before me this 3rd day of 

September 1832 

Asbury Cowles J. IC 


Registered Sept. 3rd 1832" 


The complaint for partition in the James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, 
South Carolina, Pack 74-A, listed James Wright as a child of David Wright: 


",... David Wright who left at the time of his death, two children James and 

Nancy Wright, neither of whom have been heard of for many years - and an only 

sister Nancy who had married with Robert Harrison and died leaving ten children, 

two of whom had died likewise before the said James Wright leaving other 

children... ." 

The affidavit of Baylus Hix dated March 1, 1841, in that same case stated that 
the heirs of David Wright then resided outside of South Carolina. 

The family chart dated approximately May 10, 1841, in that same case also listed 
James Wright as a child of David Wright. 

On February 22, 1843, E. W. Harrison wrote a letter indicating James Wright had 


moved to Stewart County: 
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"Fayette County 22 Feby, 1843 
Dear Sir 


This will inform you we are all enjoying good health at present, Harriet is at my 
house at this time & expects to continue with us until fall, & then will go out to 
Brother Johns she is inclined to go to school as there is a school convenient | 
have been in the section whare Oncle David Wrights family has formerly lived & 
they had all mooved away his oldest Daughter is in Mississippi the balance is 
living in Stewart County in this State" 


On July 3, 1847, Charlton Wright wrote to James C. Wright and William 


Cleveland: 


"To James C. Wright (Postmark) 
Ellerslie P O Tuskegee Ala 
Harris Co Jul 4 

Ga 


July 3rd, 1847 
Dear James 


| recd yours on yesteday glad to hear from you | have bin looking for you to come 
over befow now but you air not coming till you start for home & | can't come to go 
with you to Carolina some of my family may be sick Before | cld get back crops 
air good considrig the cold wether - in the spring we have good at the prisant 
crops look well but small cotton my family is well Yurs & Co. 


Chariton Wright 
to 
William Cleaveland 


Der Sir - 
| rite you this to inform you that yu may safley pay over to my nfew the money 
that is coming to Brther David Wrights Estate from Brother James Wrights to 


him. 


| dont no of any post but Tuskegge that you could Direct your letter to 
Mr. Books Direct it to the ceair of John W. Jones Tuskegee al Yar & Co. 


Charlton Wright" 
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On April 27, 1849, Elizabeth M. (Wright) Collier appointed James C. Wright of 
Carroll County, Mississippi, her attorney in fact to act for her in connection with the 
James Wright estate: 


"The State of Missippi ) 
Winston County ) 


Know all men by these presents that we Martin T. Collier and Elizabeth M. 
Collier, formerly Elizabeth M. Wright, and now wife of the said Martin T. Collier of 
the State and County aforesaid have nominated, appointed constituted and 
ordained and by these presents do nominate, constitute, appoint and ordain 
James C. Wright of the County of Carroll in the state of Mississippi our true and 
lawful attorney... ." 


On August 3, 1849, James C. Wright acknowledged receipt for Elizabeth's share 


and his share of the James Wright estate: 


"Received Pickens C. H. S.C. 3d August 1849 of Miles M. Norton Commissioner 
in Equity for the District and State aforesaid, Forty dollars forty two & half cents 

in full of the distributive share of Elizabeth Collier & her Husband Martin T. Collier 
(the said Elizabeth being the Daughter of David Wright decd.) to the Real Estate 
of James Wright deceased, on the within Power of Attorney. 


Also, Forty dollars forty two & half cents in full of my own distributive share as the 
son of David Wright decd.) to the real Estate of James Wright. 


James C. Wright" 


The 1850 Census for Carroll County, Mississippi, listed James C. Wright with the 
following household on September 17, 1850: 


Name Age Sex Color Occupation Value of Real Estate 
James C. Wright 29 M Farmer 6000 
Elizabeth Wright 22 F 

George A Wright 2) M 

Cornelia Wright 3 F 

David W Wright 1 M 
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Place of Married Attended School Cannot Read Deaf Dumb Blind 
Birth Within Year Within Year & Write Insane etc. 


Ga 

Ga 

Ga 

Miss 

Miss 
This record indicates that James C. Wright was born in about 1821 and that Elizabeth 
( ) Wright was born in about 1828 and that James C. Wright and his family moved 
from Georgia to Mississippi between about 1845 and 1847. 

The 1860 Census for Tallahatchie County, Mississippi, listed James C. Wright 


with the following household on August 5 & 6, 1860: 


Name Age Sex Color Occupation Value of Real Estate 
James C Wright 39 M Farmer 50000 
Elizabeth Wright 33 OF 
Carnelia Wright 13 =F 
David Wright 10 ™M 
Charles Wright 5 M 
James A Wright 1 ™M 
Thomas P Wills 2/ ™M Farmer 
William Prilliam 35 M Carpenter 
Pitts Rill 33M Overseer 
John McClune 60 M Carpenter 
Henry T 14 M 
Value of Married Attended Cannot Deaf 
Personal Place of Within school Read & Dumb Blind 
Property Birth Year Within Year Write Insane etc. 
39860 Georgia 

Georgia 

Mississippi 

Mississippi 

Mississippi 

Georgia 

South Carolina 

Tennessee 

Ohio 

Ohio 
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This record indicates that James C. Wright was born in about 1821 and Elizabeth 
(___) Wright was born in about 1827. 
L. George A. Wright 
| George A. Wright was a son of James C. Wright and 
Elizabeth (___) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’, 1829 David’, James C.*) 

The 1850 Census for Carroll County, Mississippi listed George A. Wright in the 
James C. Wright household on September 17, 1850, and his age as 5 and born in 
Georgia, indicating a date of birth in about 1845. 

li. Cornelia Wright 
Cornelia Wright was a daughter of James C. Wright 
and Elizabeth ( ) Wright. (1779 John', 1801 Obediah’, 1829 David’, James C.*) 
The 1850 Census for Carroll County, Mississippi listed Cornelia Wright in the 





James C. Wright household on September 17, 1850, and her age as 3 and born in 
Mississippi, indicating a date of birth in about 1847. 

The 1860 Census for Tallahatchie County, Mississippi, listed Carnelia Wright in 
the James C. Wright household on August 5 & 6, 1860, and her age as 13 and born in 
Mississippi, indicating a date of birth in about 1847. 

lil. David W. Wright 
David W. Wright was a son of James C. Wright and 
Elizabeth (___) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah*, 1829 David’, James C.*) 

The 1850 Census for Carroll County, Mississippi listed David W. Wright in the 
James C. Wright household on September 17, 1850, and his age as 1 and born in 
Mississippi, indicating a date of birth in about 1849. 

The 1860 Census for Tallahatchie County, Mississippi, listed David Wright in the 
James C. Wright household on August 5 & 6, 1860, and his age as 10 and born in 
Mississippi, indicating a date of birth in about 1850. 

Iv. Charles Wright 
Charles Wright was a son of James C. Wright and 
Elizabeth (___) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’, 1829 David’, James C.*) 
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The 1860 Census for Tallahatchie County, Mississippi, listed Charles Wright in 
the James C. Wright household on August 5 & 6, 1860, and his age as 5 and born in 
Mississippi, indicating a date of birth in about 1855. 


V. James A. Wright 
James A Wright was a son of James C. Wright and 


Elizabeth (___) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’, 1829 David’, James C."*) 

The 1860 Census for Tallahatchie County, Mississippi, listed James A. Wright in 
the James C. Wright household on August 5 & 6, 1860, and his age as 1 and born in 
Georgia, indicating a date of birth in about 1859. 


b. David William Wright 
David William Wright was a son of 1829 David Wright of 


Monroe County, Georgia, and Elizabeth (___) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’, 
1829 David’) 

On May 21, 1832, at Monroe County, Georgia, D.B. G/234 Allen Turrentine, 
Elizabeth M. Wright, James Wright, and David William Wright purchased Lot No. 771 in 
the 14th District from Richard Dennis of Philadelphia: 


"Georgia ) 
Monroe County ) 


This Indenture made this the twenty first day May in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty two between Richard Dennis of the city of 
Philadelphia in the state of Pennsylvania of the one part and Allen Tarrentine, 
Elizabeth M Wright, James Wright and David William Wright of the county of 
Monroe aforesaid of the other part Witnesseth that the said Richard Dennis for 
and in consideration of the sum of two hundred dollars to him in hand paid at and 
before the ensealing and delivery of these presents, the receipt whereof is 
thereby acknowledged hath granted, bargained and sold, and by these presents 
doth grant, bargain, sell, alien, confirm and convey to the said Allen Tarrentine 
Elizabeth M Wright James Wright and David William Wright all that certain lot or 
parcel of land situate, lying and being in the fourteenth district (14th dist) of the 
said county of Monroe known and distinguished in the plan of said district as lot 
number seventy one (lot No 71) to have and to hold the said lot of land together 
with all and singular the rights, members, privileges and appurtenances 
thereunto belonging or in any wise appertaining to them the said Allen 
Tarrentine, Elizabeth M Wright, James Wright and David William Wright and 
their heirs forever as tenants in common and not as joint tenants and to their and 
each of their own proper use and behoof in fee simple forever And the said 
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Richard Dennis, his heirs, executors and administrators to the said Allen 
Tarrentine, Elizabeth M Wright, James Wright and David William Wright their 
and each of their heirs, executors, administrators and assigns the said bargained 
land shall and will forever warrant and defend by these presents against the 
rightful claim of all and every person or persons whomsoever. 


In witness whereof the said Richard Dennis hath hereunto set his hand and seal 
the day and year above written 


Signed, sealed and delivered Richard Dennis 
in presence of 

H. H Lumpkin 

A H Chappell 


Georgia 
Monroe County ) 


Personally appeared before me Henry H Lumpkin who being duly sworn 
deposeth and saith that he saw Richard Dennis sign seal and deliver the above 
deed for the purposes therein mentioned, that he subscribed the same as a 
witness and saw H H Chappell do so likewise 


Sworn to and subscribed H. H. Lumpkin 
before me this 3rd day of 

September 1832 

Asbury Cowles J. IC 


Registered Sept. 3rd 1832" 


The Bill For Partition And Relief dated March 5, 1849, listed David Wright as one 
of three children of David Wright: 


",... The representatives of the following deceased brothers to wit Heirs of 
David Wright to wit a daughter Elizabeth Wright and two sons James and David 
Wright each long absent from the State... ." 


In her letter dated March 4, 1991, Mrs. Loretta June Wright stated that David 
Wright's name was listed in the estate papers of his father's estate in Monroe County, 
Georgia, as David William Wright or William David Wright. 
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c Elizabeth M. (Wright) Collier And Her Husband Martin T. 


Collier 
Elizabeth M. (Wright) Collier was a daughter of 1829 David 
Wright of Monroe County, Georgia, and Elizabeth (___) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 
Obediah’, 1829 David’) 
On May 21, 1832, at Monroe County, Georgia, D.B. G/231 Allen Turrentine, — 
Elizabeth M. Wright, James Wright, and David William Wright purchased Lot No. 71 in 
the 14th District from Richard Dennis of Philadelphia: 


"Georgia ) 
Monroe County ) 


This Indenture made this the twenty first day May in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty two between Richard Dennis of the city of 
Philadelphia in the state of Pennsylvania of the one part and Allen Tarrentine, 
Elizabeth M Wright, James Wright and David William Wright of the county of 
Monroe aforesaid of the other part Witnesseth that the said Richard Dennis for 
and in consideration of the sum of two hundred dollars to him in hand paid at and 
before the ensealing and delivery of these presents, the receipt whereof is 
thereby acknowledged hath granted, bargained and sold, and by these presents 
doth grant, bargain, sell, alien, confirm and convey to the said Allen Tarrentine 
Elizabeth M Wright James Wright and David William Wright all that certain lot or 
parcel of land situate, lying and being in the fourteenth district (14th dist) of the 
said county of Monroe known and distinguished in the plan of said district as lot 
number seventy one (lot No 71) to have and to hold the said lot of land together 
with all and singular the rights, members, privileges and appurtenances 
thereunto belonging or in any wise appertaining to them the said Allen 
Tarrentine, Elizabeth M Wright, James Wright and David William Wright and 
their heirs forever as tenants in common and not as joint tenants and to their and 
each of their own proper use and behoof in fee simple forever And the said 
Richard Dennis, his heirs, executors and administrators to the said Allen 
Tarrentine, Elizabeth M Wright, James Wright and David William Wright their 
and each of their heirs, executors, administrators and assigns the said bargained 
land shall and will forever warrant and defend by these presents against the 
rightful claim of all and every person or persons whomsoever. 
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In witness whereof the said Richard Dennis hath hereunto set his hand and seal 
the day and year above written 


Signed, sealed and delivered Richard Dennis 
in presence of 

H. H Lumpkin 

“AH Chappell 


Georgia 
Monroe County ) 


Personally appeared before me Henry H Lumpkin who being duly sworn 
deposeth and saith that he saw Richard Dennis sign seal and deliver the above 
deed for the purposes therein mentioned, that he subscribed the same as a 
witness and saw H H Chappell do so likewise 


Sworn to and subscribed H. H. Lumpkin 
before me this 3rd day of 

September 1832 

Asbury Cowles J. IC 


Registered Sept. 3rd 1832" 


In her letter dated May 22, 1991, June Wright enclosed a copy of the marriage 
record for Elizabeth Wright and Marton T. Collier which provided as follows: 

"Georgia ) 

Monroe County ) 


| certify that Marton T. Collier and Elizabeth Wright were duly joined in matrimony 
by me this 22" day of October 1835 


James Dunwoody 
Minister of the Gospel 


Recorded 4' March 1836" 


On December 5, 1835, at Monroe County, Georgia, W.B. C/420 an allocation of 
the estate of David Wright identified Nancy (Wright) Collier as his daughter: 

"Georgia ) 

Monroe County ) 


Inferior Court of said county Sitting for Ordinary purposes November 30th 1835 
Present thier Honors John Powell Josee Dunn and Parham Buckner 
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Ordered by the Court that Charlton Wright James Clayton Collier Foster John H 
Greene & Ezekiel Stanley be appointed Commissioners to divide the negroes & 
other property belonging to the Estate of David Wright late of said County decd 
according to the last will and testament of said decd so far as to assign to 
Martin T. Collier his distributive share of said negroes and property, that they be 
first sworn fairly and impartially to discharge their duty and that they give ten 
days notice to all concerned of the time and place of making said division and 
return thier actings and doings to this Court by the first monday in March next 


Return of the Commissioners 


We Collier Foster Ezekiel Stanley Charlton Wright and John H Greene By virtue 
of a writ of Distribution to us directed after being duly sworn as required by law 
before we entered upon the execution of said writ and having also named the 
several parties concerned agreeable to direction of said writ and having also 
named the several parties concerned to be present if they thought fit so to do 
and after due and mature deliberation being had upon all and every the property 
laid before us by virtue of said writ of distribution and and the Statue in such 
Case, we have distributed the said estate in the following manner (to wit) We do 
hereby assign and deliver over to Marlin T Collier for his wife formerly 

Elizabeth M Wright heir of the said David Wright deceased the following 
property. Betty, Emanuel, Henry, Lydia, Nancy, Lewis, John. Jackhorse Jinny 
Mewl Spining machine Folding table 1 Set large & 1 small Silver spoons 1 Table 
looking glass and furniture 1 red chest, dark dun cow & calf 2 Yearlings Lot of 
plows & singletrees Lot Axes 3 Slays 2 pr Harness Coffey mill 1 pair Shovel & 
tongs & tribet 2 pr and Irons 8 Seting Chairs 2 Scythes & Cradles 1 pair 
Stutyards 1 lot weeding hoes 1 lot Books his part of the Carriage seventy five 
dollars. The above named property amounting to Thirty five hundred and twenty 
eight dollars and Sixty five and half cents this 5th December 1835 


Collier Foster 
John H Greene 
Charlton Wright 


| do hereby certify that the above named commissioners was duly sworn before 
me this Sth December 1835 


E Stanley J.P. 
Recorded 8th April 1836 


John Powell D.C.C." 
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The complaint for partition and the family chart in the James Wright Equity 
Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 74-A, did not list Elizabeth Wright as a 
daughter of David Wright. 

However, included in that case was a marriage record of Elizabeth Wright and 
Martin T. Collier dated October 22, 1835, at Monroe County, Georgia, and a 
certification that Elizabeth (Wright) Collier was the daughter of David Wright: 


"Georgia ) 
Monroe County ) 


| certify that Martin T. Collier and Elizabeth Wright were duly joined in matrimony 
by me this 22nd day of October 1835. 


James Dunwoody, Minister of the Gospel 
Recorded 4th March 1836 
J. Powell Dep. C.C.O. 


Georgia 
Monroe County ) 


|, Elbridge G. Cabaniss(?) Clerk of the Court of Ordinary of said county hereby 
certify the foregoing to be a true copy from the records of my office of the 
certificate of the marriage of Martin T. Collier and Elizabeth Wright, and | further 
certify that said Martin T. Collier by virtue of his marriage with said Elizabeth 
Wright received from the administrator of the estate of David Wright of said state 
and county deceased the distributive share of said estate due to said Elizabeth 
Wright now Elizabeth Collier as daughter of said David Wright decd. Given 
under my hand and private Seal there being no Seal of office this 25th day of 
July 1849. 


Elbridge G. Cabaniss(?) C.C.M. 


Georgia 
Monroe County ) 


| Jonathan Johnston one of the Justices of the Superior Court, said Justices also 
composing the Court of Ordinary of said county hereby certify that Elbridge G. 
Cabaniss(?) whose name is subscribed to the above certificate is and was at the 
time of signing the same Clerk of the Court of Ordinary of said county of Monroe, 
duly commissioned & qualified that full faith and credit ought to be had & given to 
his attestation as such and that the same is in due form. 
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Given under my hand this 25th day of July 1849. 
Jonathan Johnston J.!.C." 


On April 27, 1847, Elizabeth M. (Wright) Collier of Winston County, Mississippi, 
appointed her brother James C. Wright her attorney in fact to act for her in connection 
with the James Wright estate: 


"The State of Missippi ) 
Winston County ) 


Know all men by these presents that we Martin T. Collier and Elizabeth M. 
Collier, formerly Elizabeth M. Wright, and now wife of the said Martin T. Collier of 
the State and County aforesaid have nominated, appointed constituted and 
ordained and by these presents do nominate, constitute, appoint and ordain 
James C. Wright of the County of Carroll in the state of Mississippi our true and 
lawful attorney for our deed and inournames ____ & stead to ask, obtain, 
receive sue for, recover, collect and procure from any of the clerks, 
Commissioners in Equity or Ordinaries or in whomsoever hands the same may 
be found either in the District of Pickins, Anderson or any other district, in the 
state of South Carolina, any money or monies, bills, or other effects, rights or 
interest due and of right belonging and coming to us or either of us in any one of 
said Districts or any other District in said State of South Carolina, from the Estate 
of James Wright, late of the state of South Carolina deceased, and to make, 
execute, sign, seal and deliver for us and in our names all such receipts bonds, 
assignment, conveyances, deeds, discharges, or other instruments as may and 
shall be proper, needful and lawfully required in the premises as fully & 
effectually as we might or could do in that behalf. And further we do hereby 
specially and generally rest in and deligate to our said attorney full, general, and 
discretionary power and authority to ask, sue for, recover collect, obtain and 
procure from all and every person or persons, officer or officers in whosesoever 
hand or possession the same may be found in the State of South Carolina all 
money or monies, rights, interest, share claims and demand, goods, chattels & 
effects, due, belonging & coming to us or either of us from any persons living or 
from the Estate of any decedant in the State of South Carolina and to make, 
execute, sign, seal & deliver to the proper person or persons, officer or officers, 
representative or representatives of any deceased person or persons, for us and 
in our names or either of us, or our names, all such receipts, bonds, deeds, 
conveyances, assignments, instruments or other discharges in writing as may be 
necessary, proper and lawfully required in the premises in and about the 
business, matters and livings aforesaid. And further we do hereby invest and 
delegate to our said attorney full and general power and authority to close up, 
finish, settle, transact and perform all and every thing, business matter in which 
we or either of us have any right, share, claim or interest of whatever character in 
the state of South Carolina as fully and effectually as we might or could do if 
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present and acting in our own proper persons, Hereby ratifying, recognizing & 
holding for firm & effectual all that our said Attorney may lawfully do in the 
premises aforesaid. In testimony whereof we have hereunto set our hands and 
affixed our seals this the 27 day of April AD 1849. 


Signed, sealed & delivered M. T. Collier 

In the presence of us Elizabeth M. Collier 
James G. Carlisle 

Jno. 


The State of Mississippi _) 
Winston County ) 


Personally appeared Martin |. Collier before me Archibald Gilles acting justice of 
the peace in and for said County in said State, who acknowledged that he 
signed, sealed and delivered the foregoing letter of Attorney from himself & wife 
to James C. Wright on the day and year therein mentioned as his act and deed. 
Also personally appeared before me the said and undersigned magistrate, 
Elizabeth M. Collier, wife and consort of the said Martin T. Collier who being by 
me examined in that behalf in private and separate and apart from her said 
husband, acknowledged that she signed, sealed & delivered the foregoing letter 
of Attorney from herself & her said husband to James C. Wright on the day & 
year therein mentioned freely & voluntarily as her own act & deed, and wholly 
without any threats, menaces, coercion or compulsion from her said husband or 
otherwise. 


In testimony whereof | have hereunto set my hand & seal this the 27 day of April. 
AD 1849 


Archibald Gillis (Seal) 
Justice of the peace 


The State of Mississippi _) 
Winston County ) 


| Erastus Huntley Clerk of the Probate Court of Winston County in said State do 
hereby certify that Archibald Gillis who has given the above certificate of 
acknowledgements is and was at the time of giving the same a duly elected, 
sworn, qualified & commissioned Justice of the peace in and for said County in 
said State, that his said certificate is in due form of law, that the signature 
purporting to be his is genuine, and that all his official acts in said capacity are 
entitled to full faith and credit. 
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In testimony whereof | have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of said 
Court at office in the town of Louisville in said County this 28th day of April AD 
1849. 


Erastus Huntley Clerk" 


On July 3, 1847, Charlton Wright wrote three letters, one addressed to 
Elizabeth's brother James C. Wright and one addressed to "Mrs. Elizabeth.” The last 
letter may have been to Elizabeth M. (Wright) Collier: 


"To James C. Wright (Postmark) 
Elletslie P O Tuskegee Ala 
Hartis Co Ga Jul 4 


July 3rd, 1847 
Dear James 


| recd yours on yesteday glad to hear from you | have bin looking for you to come 
over befow now but you air not coming till you start for home & | can't come to go 
with you to Carolina some of my family may be sick Before | cld get back crops 
air good considrig the cold wether - in the spring we have good at the prisant 
crops look well but small cotton my family is well Yurs & Co. 


Charlton Wright 
to 
William Cleaveland 


Der Sir - 
| rite you this to inform you that yu may safley pay over to my nfew the money 
that is coming to Brther David Wrights Estate from Brother James Wrights to 


him. 


| dont no of any post but Tuskegge that you could Direct your letter to 
Mr. Books Direct it to the ceair of John W. Jones Tuskegee al Yar & Co. 


Charlton Wright" 
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Mrs. Elisebeth 
Red Yours on the Second 


| am sorey to heair that you air not much better | did not Think the madison you 
tuck when you was that it would coure you - if you will __ two or thee 
moor | think will coure you | glad to heair that you air some Better. 


Yours & Co 
Charlton Wright" 


On August 3, 1849, James C. Wright acknowledged receipt of Elizabeth's share 


of James Wright's estate: 


"Received Pickens C. H. S.C. 3d August 1849 of Miles M. Norton Commissioner 
in Equity for the District and State aforesaid, Forty dollars forty two & half cents 

in full of the distributive share of Elizabeth Collier & her Husband Martin T. Collier 
(the said Elizabeth being the Daughter of David Wright decd.) to the Real Estate 
of James Wright deceased, on the within Power of Attorney. 


Also, Forty dollars forty two & half cents in full of my own distributive share as the 
son of David Wright decd.) to the real Estate of James Wright. 


James C. Wright" 


d. Nancy (Wright) Turrentine And Her Husband Allen 


Turrentine 

Nancy (Wright) Turrentine was a daughter of 1829 David 
Wright of Monroe County, Georgia, and Elizabeth (___) Wright. (1779 John’, 1801 
Obediah’, 1829 David’) 

On May 6, 1832, at Monroe County, Georgia, D.B. _/110 Allen Turrentine, 
"executor in right of his wife on the estate of David Wright desd.", sold Lots 71 and 72 in 
the 14th District to Douglas Watson, Sr.: 

"Georgia 

Monroe County ) 


This Indenture maid and entered into this the six day of May one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty three between Allen Turrentine Executor in right of his wife on 
the estate of David Wright desd. of the one part and Douglass Watson senr. of 
the other part all of the same county and state affoursaid. Witnesseth that for 
and in consideration of the sum of four thousand dollars to him the said Allen 
Turrentine in hand paid by the said Douglass Watson before the sealing and 
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delivery of these presents the receipt whereof is hearby acknowledged hath 
bargand, granted, and sold all that tract or parcel of land whearon the said Allen 
Turrentine now lives containing five hundred acres more or less lying and being 
in the fourteenth Dist. said county being lots No 71 and lot 72 and ninety one 
acres being part of a fraudstut lot of land abounded by Douglass Watson on 
three sides in said Dist. said bargand premises unto the said Douglass Watson 
his heirs and assigns to have and to hold to their own use and benefit and 
behoof forever in fee simple. And the said Allen Turrentine for himself as 
Executor in the right of his wife on the estate of David Wright decd. his 
administrators and executors, heirs and assigns will warrant and defend the 
rights and titles thereof unto the said Douglass Watson his administrators, 
executors, heirs and assigns and against all lawful claims of all persons or 
persons whatsoever. 


In testimony whereof | the said Allen Turrentine executor &c have hearunto set 
my hand and affixed my seal this the same day and date first above written 

Seal, signd and delivered _ ) Allen Turrentine 
in present of us ) 
Test. William Cleland ) 
Elihu N Waldrup J.P. ) 


Registered December 20th 1833" 


On May 21, 1832, at Monroe County, Georgia, D.B. G/231 Allen Turrentine, 
Elizabeth M. Wright, James Wright, and David William Wright purchased Lot No. 771 in 
the 14th District from Richard Dennis of Philadelphia: 


"Georgia ) 
Monroe County ) 


This Indenture made this the twenty first day May in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty two between Richard Dennis of the city of 
Philadelphia in the state of Pennsylvania of the one part and Allen Tarrentine, 
Elizabeth M Wright, James Wright and David William Wright of the county of 
Monroe aforesaid of the other part Witnesseth that the said Richard Dennis for 
and in consideration of the sum of two hundred dollars to him in hand paid at and 
before the ensealing and delivery of these presents, the receipt whereof is 
thereby acknowledged hath granted, bargained and sold, and by these presents 
doth grant, bargain, sell, alien, confirm and convey to the said Allen Tarrentine 
Elizabeth M Wright James Wright and David William Wright all that certain lot or 
parcel of land situate, lying and being in the fourteenth district (14th dist) of the 
said county of Monroe known and distinguished in the plan of said district as lot 
number seventy one (lot No 71) to have and to hold the said lot of land together 
with all and singular the rights, members, privileges and appurtenances 
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thereunto belonging or in any wise appertaining to them the said Allen 
Tarrentine, Elizabeth M Wright, James Wright and David William Wright and 
their heirs forever as tenants in common and not as joint tenants and to their and 
each of their own proper use and behoof in fee simple forever And the said 
Richard Dennis, his heirs, executors and administrators to the said Allen 
Tarrentine, Elizabeth M Wright, James Wright and David William Wright their 
and each of their heirs, executors, administrators and assigns the said bargained 
land shall and will forever warrant and defend by these presents against the 
rightful claim of all and every person or persons whomsoever. 


In witness whereof the said Richard Dennis hath hereunto set his hand and seal 
the day and year above written 


Signed, sealed and delivered Richard Dennis 
in presence of 

H. H Lumpkin | 

A H Chappell 


Georgia 
Monroe County ) 


Personally appeared before me Henry H Lumpkin who being duly sworn 
deposeth and saith that he saw Richard Dennis sign seal and deliver the above 
deed for the purposes therein mentioned, that he subscribed the same as a 
witness and saw H H Chappell do so likewise 


Sworn to and subscribed H. H. Lumpkin 
before me this 3rd day of 

september 1832 

Asbury Cowles J. IC 


Registered Sept. 3rd 1832" 


The complaint for partition in the James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens County, 
south Carolina, Pack 74-A, listed Nancy Wright as a child of David Wright: 


".... David Wright who left at the time of his death, two children James and 
Nancy Wright, neither of whom have been heard of for many years - and an only 
sister Nancy who had married with Robert Harrison and died leaving ten children, 
two of whom had died likewise before the said James Wright leaving other 
children... ." 


The affidavit of Balus Hix dated March 1, 1841, in that same case stated that the 


heirs of David Wright then lived outside of South Carolina: 
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"Francis Wright ) 
vs ) In Equity - Bill for Partition 
Larkin Wright & others ) 


Personally appeared Baylis Hix & being duly sworn saith that he is informed and 
verily believes that John Wright and Tarlton Wright two of the Defendants in this 
case reside without the limits of this State as does also all the heirs of Obed. 
Wright Decd and all the heirs of Thomas Wright Decd with the exception of 
Harriet Harbin & William Wright and all the Heirs of Nancy Harrison Decd with 
the exception of Catherine Lowry. That David Wrights heirs when last heard 
from were also residing out of the limit of said State 


sworn to & subscribed Balus Hix" 

March 1st 1841 Before 

J. N. Whithier 

Not. Pub. 

The family chart dated approximately May 10, 1841, in that same case also listed 
Nancy Wright as a daughter of David Wright: 

"6. David Wright died before James 

Children James & Nancy supposed dead likewise not having been 
heard from in many years." 

However, in the Bill For Partition And Relief dated March 5, 1849, the children of 
David Wright were listed as James, David, and Elizabeth, and Nancy was not indicated: 

",... The representatives of the following deceased brothers to wit Heirs of 

David Wright to wit a daughter Elizabeth Wright and two sons James and David 

Wright each long absent from the State... ." 
This might suggest that the 1841 complaint was in error or Nancy was the same person 
as Elizabeth or that Nancy and Elizabeth were both daughters, but Nancy had died 
between the 1841 complaint and the 1849 Bill. 

The last possibility is suggested by the letter from E. W. Harrison dated 
February 22, 1847, in Pack 74-A which referred to an "oldest daughter", clearly 


suggesting more than one: 
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"Fayette County 22 Feby, 1843 
Dear Sir 


This will inform you we are all enjoying good health at present, Harriet is at my 
house at this time & expects to continue with us until fall, & then will go out to 
Brother Johns she is inclined to go to school as there is a school convenient | 
have been in the section whare Oncle David Wrights family has formerly lived & 
they had all mooved away his oldest Daughter is in Mississippi the balance is 
living in Stewart County in this State" 

In her letter dated March 4, 1991, Mrs. Loretta June Wright stated that the estate 
papers for 1829 David Wright of Monroe County, Georgia, indicated that he and his wife 
Martha L. ( ) Wright had a daughter 
This would probably be the Nancy Wright referred to in the James Wright estate file. 

«6B. Nancy (Wright) Harrison, Her Husband Robert Harrison, And Her 


Descendants 


Wright who married Allen Turrentine. 








Nancy (Wright) Harrison was the only daughter of 1801 Obediah 
Wright of Franklin County, Georgia, and Hannah (Roberts) (Wright) Beal and was 
probably their eighth child. (1779 John', 1801 Obediah?) 
The complaint for partition in the James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, 
South Carolina, Pack 74-A, listed Nancy (Wright) Harrison as a sister of James Wright 
who had predeceased him and the wife of Robert Harrison: 


",... That the said Lands are subject to distribution between your oratrix, the 
widow of said Deceased who is entitled to one moiety thereof and the other 
moiety being subject to distribution amongst the Brothers and Sisters (or their 
representatives) of said Deceased. That of these Larkin Wright, Tarlton Wright 
and John Wright each of whom were brothers, alone survived the said James 
Wright. That three other Brothers and one Sister comprised the entire family 

~ Originally and had each died before the death of the said James Wright and each 
having children who likewise with some exceptions survived the said James 
Wright to wit years - and an only Sister Nancy who had married with Robert 
Harrison and died leaving ten children two of whom had died likewise before the 
said James Wright leaving other children. The family of Nancy Harrison 
consisted of E. W. Harrison, Thomas Harrison, Larkin Harrison, John Harrison 
Lucinda who has intermarried with Benjamin Holland, Catherine who has 
intermarried with Jackson Lowry. Elizabeth who has intermarried with Joseph H. 
Parker and Harriet B. Harrison - Delilah Hislop formerly Harrison who having died 
before the said James Wright left three children each minor to wit Nancy C. 
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Hislop, Eliza Erwin Hislop & Mariah G. Hislop. Patsy O'Kees formerly Harrison 

who likewise departed this life before the said James Wright leaving six minor 

children Harriet, Elijah W, Thomas, John, Mary E, and James S. O'Kees.... 

The affidavit of Baylus Hix dated March 1, 1841, in that same case stated that all 
of the heirs of Nancy (Wright) Harrison, with the exception of Catherine Lowry, then 
resided outside of South Carolina: 

"Francis Wright ) 


vs ) In Equity - Bill for Partition 
Larkin Wright — ) 
& others ) 


Personally appeared Baylis Hix & being duly sworn saith that he is informed and 
verily believes that John Wright and Tarlton Wright two of the Defendants in this 
case reside without the limits of this State as does also all the heirs of Obed. 
Wright Decd and all the heirs of Thomas Wright Decd with the exception of 
Harriet Harbin & William Wright and all the Heirs of Nancy Harrison Decd with 
the exception of Catherine Lowry. That David Wrights heirs when last heard 
from were also residing out of the limit of said State 


Sworn to & subscribed Balus Hix" 
March 1st 1841 Before 
J. N. Whithier Not. Pub. 


The family chart dated approximately May 10, 1841, in that same case also listed 
Nancy (Wright) Harrison as a deceased sister of James Wright and her children: 


a Nancy Wright a Sister of James married to Robt Harrison & died before 
James Wright leaving 


her children E.W. Harrison Geo. 
Thomas Harrison Geo. 
Larkin Harrison Geo. 
John Harrison Geo. 
Lucinda married Benj. Holland Geo. 
Catherine married Jackson Lowry 
Elizabeth married Jos. H. Parker Geo. 
Harriet B. Harrison 


& Delilah married Heslep & died before James Wright 


left children Nancy C. Minor 
Elizira (Elijah?) Erwin Minor 
Mariah G. Minor 
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& Patsy married Jas. O'Kees & died before James 


left children Harriet Minor 
Elijah H. Minor 
Thomas Minor 
John Minor 
Mary E. Minor 
James S. Minor" 


Since the letters of administration in the estate of James Wright were applied for on 
July 18, 1839, Nancy (Wright) Harrison's date of birth was before July 18, 1839. 

The Bill For Partition And Relief dated March 5, 1849, in the William Cleveland 
Equity Papers, Pickens County, South Carolina, Pack 184, also listed Nancy (Wright) 
Harrison as a deceased sister of James Wright: 

",... Heirs of Nancy Harrison to wit E. W. Harrison, Tho Harrison, Larkin 

Harrison, Jno Harrison, Benj Holland and wife Lucinda, Jackson Lo__y(?) and 

wife Catharine, Jas W. Parker and wife Elizabeth and Harriet B. Harrison... ." 

From the evidence set forth above and additional evidence set forth below, the 
children of Nancy (Wright) Harrison and Robert Harrison were the following: 

1) Eli W. Harrison, 

2) Thomas Harrison, 

3) Larkin Harrison, 

4) Lucinda (Harrison) Holland, 

3) Catharine (Harrison) Lowry, 

6) Elizabeth (Harrison) (Pickens) Parker, 

Tf) Harriety B. Harrison, 

8) John Harrison, 

9) Delilah (Harrison) Hislop, and 

10) Patsy (Harrison) O'Kees. 

a. Eli W. Harrison 
Eli W. Harrison was a son of Nancy (Wright) Harrison and 
Robert Harrison. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, Nancy’) 
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The complaint for partition in the James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, 
south Carolina, Pack 74-A, listed Eli W. Harrison as a child of Nancy (Wright) Harrison 
and Robert Harrison: 


",... and an only sister Nancy who had married with Robert Harrison and died 
leaving ten children, two of whom had died likewise before the said James 
Wright leaving other children - The family of Nancy Harrison consisted of E. W. 
Harrison,...." 


The affidavit of Baylus Hix dated March 1, 1841, in that same case stated that 
the heirs of Nancy (Wright) Harrison then resided outside of South Carolina. 

The family chart dated approximately May 10, 1841, in that same case also listed 
E. W. Harrison as a son of Nancy (Wright) Harrison and that he then resided in 
Georgia. 

On February 22, 1843, E. W. Harrison of Fayette County wrote the following 
letter regarding the family: 

"Fayette County 22 Feby, 1843 


Dear Sir 


This will inform you we are all enjoying good health at present, Harriet is at my 
house at this time & expects to continue with us until fall, & then will go out to 
Brother Johns she is inclined to go to school as there is a school convenient | 
have been in the section whare Oncle David Wrights family has formerly lived & 
they had all mooved away his oldest Daughter is in Mississippi the balance is 
living in Stewart County in this State Oncle Chattron (Chaltron?) Wright lives in 
Macon County Alabama near Tuskegee. | am going to rite amediately to him 
informing him of the cituation of the Estate of his Brothers Requesting him to go 
& attend to it or other wise send a power to you to act for him or | will trade for 
his Intrest. | will try to get a power from the others also. | have inclosed a few 
lines from my self & Cozin Claton it is rather in a bad form if it should not answer 
Receive & receipt for the balance of the money that is in the hands of the 
ordinary | wold like it as a favor if you wold do so & inclose it to me by Mail 
Cozen Claton wishes to hear from you in a short time after you recieve this he 
told me that he had lately sent you a few lines | have nothing More at present but 
Remains Your Effectionate Brother &c. 


E. W. Harrison" 


0099F (070406) 1061. 


On March 27, 1843, Benjamin Holland acknowledged receipt of E. W. Harrison's 
share of the proceeds of the sale of James Wright's land: 
"$10.10 


Recd Pickens C.H.S.C. 27th March 1843. of Miles M. Norton Comr in Equity for 
Pickens Dist. Ten dollars & ten cents in full of the distributive Share of the within 
named E. W. Harrison to the Estate of James Wright decd. | 


Benjamin Holland" 


The Bill For Partition And Relief dated March 5, 1849, in the William Cleveland 
Equity Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 184, also named E. W. Harrison 
as a child of Nancy (Wright) Harrison: 


",... Heirs of Nancy Harrison to wit....E.W. Harrison... ." 


E. W. Harrison filed his separate answer in that proceeding on June 12, 1849: 


"The State of South Carolina ) In Equity 
Pickens District 


The separate answer of E. W. Harrison to the Bill of Complaint of William E. 
Cleveland and Balus Hix administrators of the Estate of James Wright deceased. 
This Defendant saving and reserving to himself the right of exception to the 
manifold errors in Complainants Bill for answer to so much as he is advised is 
material to answer, saith That so far as he is informed the Complainants are the 
Administrators of all and singular the goods and chattels, rights and credits of 
James Wright deceased - and that so far as he is cognizant the debts of the 
Intestate have been paid. But this Defendant solemnly denies, that the said 
Complainants have fully administered the Estate of the said James Wright 
deceased, and that they have now in their possession, or in the possession of 
one of them several negro slaves, to wit Hannah, Luce, Harriet, Julia, Terrel, 
Bob, Mary, Jane & Sambo nine in number as their names set forth in the Bill 
prove, which said Slaves this Defendant is advised and verily belongs to the 
Estate of the Intestate James Wright. And this Defendant further states that he 
is informed that Frances Wright the widow of the Intestate has also by 
permission of the said complainants in her possession in the State of Georgia 
several other Slaves, the names and number of which are unknown to this 
Defendant, which properly belong also to the Estate of the said James Wright 
deceased - all which aforesaid Slaves are subject as this Defendant believes to 
distribution among the legal Heirs and Representatives of the said James Wright 
deceased - of whom this Defendant is one, claiming as one of the legal heirs and 
Representatives of Nancy Harrison deceased who was a sister of the said 
James Wright deceased and who intermarried with one Robert Harrison. 
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That the said Slaves mentioned in complainants Bill are the increase of a negro 
woman Milley given by William Cleveland deceased to the complainants 
Intestate James Wright after his intermarriage with his daughter Fanny - and that 
William Cleveland deceased did make a will this Defendant is informed and 
believes but that no copy of said will has been filed with complainants Bill, and 
this Defendant makes the following averments in regard to the said negro 
Slaves. That the negro woman Milley was given as before stated to James 
Wright deceased by the said William Cleveland deceased and that the said 
James Wright had and kept possession of the said negro woman Milley and her 
increase for a number of years ten or fifteen previous to the alledged making of 
the will of the said William E. Cleveland deceased as his own property, and as 
such used the said Negroes and exercised all the rights of ownership over the 
same. That so far as the allegation in the Complainants Bill, that the negro 
woman Milley was loaned to James Wright deceased by William Cleveland 
deceased is concerned this Defendant states that it is the first time he has ever 
heard it and thinks that it is sufficiently rebutted by the fact that both before and 
after the making of the will as alledged in complainants Bill, that the Intestate of 
the complainants uniformly so far as this Defendant has knowledge claimed the 
property as his own and as such did proceed to sell and dispose of a certain 
portion of the negro slaves which were of the increase of the said negro woman 
Milley - nor did this Defendant though nearly related to the complainants 
Intestate, ever hear before that the said James Wright deceased either drunk or 
sober treated the said slaves as the property of his wife Frances Wright, she 
being as is alledged without issue. 


This Defendant further states that the said negro Slaves in question were not 
sold at the sale of the other property of the complainants Intestate but were 
removed from this District by the said Frances Wright by and with the advice and 
consent of at least one of the complainants to the state of Georgia, where so far 
as this Defendants knowledge goes they remained until a short time since, 
whereas he has been informed a portion of them was brought back and 
delivered to the complainant Balus Hix who now has them in possession, and 
were only removed from this Jurisdiction as this Defendant believes to defeat the 
claim of the legal Heirs and representatives of the said James Wright deceased 
to a share in the distribution of them as provided in the acts of the Legislature of 
this State. The Defendant further states that as one of the legal Heirs and 
Representatives of the said deceased he does claim his proportionate share of 
the proceeds of the sale of the said negroes which are so far as he is advised 
subject to the distribution among the legal Heirs and Representatives of the said 
James Wright deceased, who are mentioned in the Complainants Bill with others 
who are not his Heirs, and he prays the aid of this Honorable Court in the 
premises and submits that his claim as one of the Heirs to the Judgment of this 
Jurisdiction. And this Defendant having now answered all and singular the 
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allegations in the complainants Bill prays that he may be dismissed with his 
reasonable costs 


E. M. Keith 
Deft Sol. 


south Carolina ) 
Pickens District ) 


E. W. Harrison makes oath that the facts in the above answer are true so far as 
they come within his knowledge and that so far as they are derived from others 
he believes to be true. 


sworn to before me E. W. Harrison" 

12th June 1849 

E. M. Keith Nov. Pat 

b. Thomas Harrison 
Thomas Harrison was a son of Nancy (Wright) Harrison and 
Robert Harrison. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah*, Nancy*) 

The complaint for partition in the James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, 
south Carolina, Pack 74-A, listed Thomas Harrison as a child of Nancy (Wright) 
Harrison and Robert Harrison: 

",... and an only sister Nancy who had married with Robert Harrison and died 

leaving ten children, two of whom had died likewise before the said James 

Wright leaving other children - The family of Nancy Harrison consisted ... . 

Thomas Harrison... ." 

The affidavit of Baylus Hix dated March 1, 1841, in that same case stated that 
the heirs of Nancy (Wright) Harrison then resided outside of South Carolina. 

The family chart dated approximately May 10, 1841, in that same case also listed 
Thomas Harrison as a child of Nancy (Wright) Harrison and Robert Harrison and that 
he then resided in Georgia. | 

On January 6, 1843, Thomas Harrison joined with other heirs in appointing 


Benjamin Holland to act for them in that case: 
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"Georgia ) 
Franklin Coty ) 


Know all men by these presents that we whose names are heareunto annexed 
have this day ordained & appointed and do by these presence make ordain and 
appoint Benjamin Holland of the State and County aforesaid our true and lawful 
agent or attorney to ask demand & Receive or to sue for if necessary and 
Recover such sum or sums of money as yet may appear to be due or may 
become due to us as heirs of the Estate of James Wright Decd of South Carolina 
Pickens District and the said Benjamin Holland is hereby fully authorised and 
impowered to give all such receipts or acquittances in our names as may be 
lawful or wright for us to do though we ware there present to do it our selves 
given under our hands and seals 6th January 1843 


Test J. H. Parker 

John C. Wright James W. Wright 
as guardian for Nancy Wright 

Robt Harrison Thomas Wright 

Prier Wright Rhoda Wright 

Mary Wright Francis Wright 

Thos Harrison Harriet B. Harrison 


William C. Wright 

Joseph C. Looney 
his 

William + Carnes" 
mark 


Since the document was executed in Franklin County, Georgia, he was probably 
residing there at that time. 

On March 27, 1843, Benjamin Holland acknowledged receipt of Thomas 
Harrison's share of the proceeds of the sale of James Wright's land: 


"Recd Pickens C.H.S.C. 27th March 1843 of Miles M. Norton, Commissioner in 
Equity for Pickens District S.C. Eighty dollars and Eighty five cents, in full of the 
Shares of the legatees of Obediah Wright decd also Ten dollars and ten cents 
for Jos H. Parker, Thomas Harrison, and Harriet B. Harrison in full of their 
distributive Shares of the Real Estate of James Wright decd. on the within Power 
of Attorney 


Benjamin Holland" 
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The Bill For Partition and Relief dated March 5, 1849, in the William Cleveland 
Equity Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 184, also listed Thomas Harrison 
as a child of Nancy (Wright) Harrison and Robert Harrison: 


",... Heirs of Nancy Harrison to wit.... Tho Harrison... ." 


C. Larkin Harrison 
Larkin Harrison was a son of Nancy (Wright) Harrison and 
Robert Harrison. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’, Nancy’) 
The complaint for partition in the James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, 
south Carolina, Pack 74-A, listed Larkin Harrison as a child of Nancy (Wright) Harrison 
and Robert Harrison: 


'",... and an only sister Nancy who had married with Robert Harrison and died 
leaving ten children, two of whom had died likewise before the said James 
Wright leaving other children - The family of Nancy Harrison consisted of... . 
Larkin Harrison... ." 

The affidavit of Baylus Hix dated March 1, 1841, in that same case stated that 
the heirs of Nancy (Wright) Harrison then resided outside of South Carolina. 
The family chart dated approximately May 10, 1841, in that same case also listed 

Larkin Harrison as a son of Nancy (Wright) Harrison and Robert Harrison and that he 

resided in Georgia. 

On March 28, 1843, Larkin Harrison appointed James M. Cleveland his attorney 
in fact to collect his share of the James Wright estate: 

"March 28th 1843 

Mr. Norton you will please to pay to James M. Cleveland the amount coming 


from the Estate of James Wright to me and this my order Shall be your Receipt 
for the same. 


Larkin Harrison 
Recd Pickens C.H.S.C. 3d April 1843 of Miles M. Norton Ten dollar & ten cents 
in full of Larkin Harrison’ shares of the Estate of Jas. Wright decd on the above 


order. 


James M. Cleveland" 
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The Bill For Partition And Relief dated March 5, 1849, in the William Cleveland 
Equity Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 184, also listed Larkin Harrison 


as a child of Nancy (Wright) Harrison: 


",... Heirs of Nancy Harrison to wit... . Larkin Harrison. .. ." 
d. Lucinda (Harrison) Holland And Her Husband Benjamin 
Holland 


Lucinda (Harrison) Holland was a daughter of Nancy 
(Wright) Harrison and Robert Harrison. (1779 John', 1801 Obediah*, Nancy’) 
The complaint for partition in the James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, 
South Carolina, Pack 74-A, listed Lucinda (Harrison) Holland as the child of Nancy 
(Wright) Harrison and Robert Harrison and the wife of Benjamin Holland: 


".... and an only Sister Nancy who had married with Robert Harrison and died 
leaving ten children two of whom had died likewise before the said James Wright 
leaving other children. The family of Nancy Harrison consisted of... . Lucinda 
who has intermarried with Benjamin Holland... ." 

The affidavit of Baylus Hix dated March 1, 1841, in that same case stated that 
the heirs of Nancy (Wright) Harrison then resided outside of South Carolina. 

The family chart dated approximately May 10, 1841, in that same case also listed 
Lucinda as a child of Nancy (Wright) Harrison and Robert Harrison and the wife of 
Benjamin Holland and that they then lived in Georgia. 

On January 6, 1843, many of the heirs of James Wright who resided in Franklin 
County, Georgia, appointed Benjamin Holland of Franklin County, Georgia, their 
attorney in fact to act for them in connection with that estate: 

"Georgia ) 

Franklin Coty ) 


Know all men by these presents that we whose names are heareunto annexed 
have this day ordained & appointed and do by these presence make ordain and 
appoint Benjamin Holland of the State and County aforesaid our true and lawful 
agent or attorney to ask demand & Receive or to sue for if necessary and 
Recover such sum or sums of money as yet may appear to be due or may 
become due to us as heirs of the Estate of James Wright Decd of South Carolina 
Pickens District and the said Benjamin Holland is hereby fully authorised and 
impowered to give all such receipts or acquittances in our names as may be 
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lawful or wright for us to do though we ware there present to do it our selves 
given under our hands and seals 6th January 1843 


Test J. H. Parker 

John C. Wright James W. Wright 
as guardian for Nancy Wright 

Robt Harrison Thomas Wright 

Prier Wright Rhoda Wright 

Mary Wright Francis Wright 

Thos Harrison Harriet B. Harrison 


William C. Wright 

Joseph C. Looney 
his 

William + Carnes" 
mark 


The Bill For Partition And Relief dated March 5, 1849, in the William Cleveland 
Equity Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 184, also listed Lucinda as the 
child of Nancy (Wright) Harrison and Robert Harrison and the wife of Benjamin Holland: 


".... Heirs of Nancy Harrison to wit... . Benj Holland and wife Lucinda... ." 


On December 29, 1851, Benjamin Holland joined others in executing a security 
bond for $14,000 on behalf of Thomas Cleveland who purchased the disputed slaves 
from the estate of James Wright: 


"State of South Carolina _ ) 
Pickens District ) 


Know all men by these presents that we Thomas Cleveland, Benjamin Holland 
and Martin Harrison are jointly held and bound and do hereby bind ourselves our 
Heirs Executors, Administrators and assigns jointly and severally to Miles M. 
Norton Commissioner in Equity for Pickens District or his successor in office in 
the sum of Fourteen Thousand Dollars to be paid to the said Miles M. Norton 
Commissioner as aforesaid by ourselves our Executors administrators and 
assigns jointly and severally without fraud or further delay, to which payment well 
and truly to be made we hereby bind ourselves &c this twenty-ninth day of 
December in the year of our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty One 
and in the Seventy Sixth year of American Independence. 


Now the condition of the said obligation is such, that whereas the said Thomas 
Cleveland has this day purchased from the administrators of James Wright 
deceased the following slaves viz Hannah and her six children (viz) Jule, Terrell 
Bob Amanda, Jane and Willy, Lucy and her two children Sam and John, and 
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Tom, Hampton and Harriet sold under decree of the Court of Chancery. Now if 
the said Thomas Cleveland the purchaser as aforesaid, shall cause the said 
negro slaves to be continue and remain within the limits of the State of South 
Carolina aforesaid and shall keep and have, the said Negro Slaves, if alive 
together with the increase of the females, if any, forthcoming at the death of 
Fanny Wright the widow of James Wright, to be delivered up and distributed 
according to the limitations contained in the Will of William Cleveland deceased 
as regards "Milly" and her descendants, and according to the decree of the Court 
of Chancery made in the premises, then this obligation to be void and of none 
effect otherwise to remain in full force and virtue. 


Given under our hands and seals this 29th day of December Anno Domini 1851. 


In presence of T. Cleveland 

J. W. Harrison 7 Benjamin Holland 
Martin Harrison 
L. H. Wright" 


e. Catherine (Harrison) Lowry And Her Husband Jackson 
Lowry 
Catherine (Harrison) Lowry was a daughter of Nancy 
(Wright) Harrison and Robert Harrison. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, Nancy’) 
The complaint for partition in the James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, 
south Carolina, Pack 74-A, listed Catherine as a child of Nancy (Wright) Harrison and 


Robert Harrison and the wife of Jackson Lowry: 


',... and an only Sister Nancy who had married with Robert Harrison and died 
leaving ten children two of whom had died likewise before the said James Wright 
leaving other children. The family of Nancy Harrison consisted of .... Catherine 
who has intermarried with Jackson Lowry... ." 


The affidavit of Balus Hix dated March 1, 1841, in that same case stated that 
Catherine (Harrison) Lowry resided in South Carolina: 


"Francis Wright ) 
vs ) In Equity - Bill for Partition 
Larkin Wright & others ) 


Personally appeared Baylis Hix & being duly sworn saith that he is informed and 
verily believes that John Wright and Tarlton Wright two of the Defendants in this 
case reside without the limits of this State as does also all the heirs of Obed. 
Wright Decd and all the heirs of Thomas Wright Decd with the exception of 
Harriet Harbin & William Wright and all the Heirs of Nancy Harrison Decd with 
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the exception of Catherine Lowry. That David Wrights heirs when last heard 
from were also residing out of the limit of said State 


Sworn to & subscribed Balus Hix" 
March Ist 1841 Before 
J. N. Whithier Not. Pub. 


On May 7, 1841, Catherine (Harrison) Lowry and Jackson Lowry acknowledged 
receipt of the subpoena in that case: 


"State of South-Carolina 


To Morgan Harben and Harriet his wife, William Wright Jackson Lowry and 
Catherine his wife and Harriet B. Harrison. 


Greeting: 


For certain causes offered before the Judges of the Court of Equity of the said 
State, in the Court of Equity at Pickens Court House, in and for the Equity district 
of Pickens in a certain Bill of Complaint, there exhibited against you by Frances 
Wright/widow of James Wright Decd. 


Complainant you are commanded and strictly enjoined, that you appear in the 
said Court of Equity at Pickens Court House aforesaid, on the twentieth of May 
just to answer to the said Bill of Complaint, and further to do and receive what 
the said Court of Equity shall consider in the Premises; and that you do file with 
the Commissioner of the said Court, at Pickens Court House aforesaid, your 
plea, answer or demurrer to the said Bill of Complaint, within thirty days next 
after the day appointed for your appearance as aforesaid; and in default thereof, 
an order will be granted, that the said Bill of Complaint be taken as confessed, 
and an attachment may be issued against you. And have you there this Writ. 


Witness M. M. Norton Esquire, Commissioner of the said Court at Pickens Court 
House, in and for the District aforesaid, the first day of May in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and fortyone and in the Sixty fifth year of the 
Sovereignty and Independence of the United States of America. 


J. N. Whithier Comp. Sol. 
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No. 2 
In Equity - Pickens 


We acknowledge the legal service of this subpoena & consent to the division of 
the Lands in question of James Wright Decd by sale or in such other manner as 
the Court may order. May 7, 1841. 


Morgan Harbin 
Harriet Harbin 
William C. Wright 
his 
Jackson X Lowry 
mark 
her 
Catherine X Lowry 
mark" 


The family chart dated approximately May 10, 1841, in that same case also listed 
Catherine as a child of Nancy (Wright) Harrison and Robert Harrison and the wife of 
Jackson Lowry. 

On April 17, 1843, Jackson Lowry appointed James Harrison his attorney in fact 
to collect his wife's share of the proceeds of the sale of James Wright's land: 

"Colo. M. Norton 


Please pay to James W. Harrison the distributive shares of the Estate of James. 
Wright coming to me in right of my Wife Catherine and this shall be your rect for 


the same. 
April !7th 1843 his 
James Harrison Jackson X Lowry" 


mark 


The Bill For Partition And Relief dated March 5, 1849, in the William Cleveland 
Equity Papers, Pickens County, South Carolina, Pack 184, also listed Catherine as a 
daughter of Nancy (Wright) Harrison and the wife of Jackson Lo y(?): 


".... Heirs of Nancy Harrison to wit... . Jackson Lo y(?) and wife 
Catharine... ." 
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f. Elizabeth (Harrison) (Pickens) Parker And Her Husbands 
James W. Pickens And Joseph H. Parker 
Elizabeth (Harrison) (Pickens) Parker was a daughter of 
Nancy (Wright) Harrison and Robert Harrison. (1779 John', 1801 Obediah’, Nancy’) 
The complaint for partition in the James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, 
South Carolina, Pack 74-A, listed Elizabeth as a child of Nancy (Wright) Harrison and 


Robert Harrison and the wife of Joseph H. Parker: 


',... and an only Sister Nancy who had married with Robert Harrison and died 
leaving ten children two of whom had died likewise before the said James Wright 
leaving other children. The family of Nancy Harrison consisted of .... Elizabeth 
who has intermarried with Joseph H. Parker... ." 


The affidavit of Balus Hix dated March 1, 1841, in that same case stated that the 


heirs of Nancy (Wright) Harrison then resided outside of South Carolina: 


"Francis Wright ) 
vs ) In Equity - Bill for Partition 
Larkin Wright & others ) 


Personally appeared Baylis Hix & being duly sworn saith that he is informed and 
verily believes that John Wright and Tarlton Wright two of the Defendants in this 
case reside without the limits of this State as does also all the heirs of Obed. 
Wright Decd and all the heirs of Thomas Wright Decd with the exception of 
Harriet Harbin & William Wright and all the Heirs of Nancy Harrison Decd with 
the exception of Catherine Lowry. That David Wrights heirs when last heard 
from were also residing out of the limit of said State 


sworn to & subscribed Balus Hix" 

March 1st 1841 Before 

J. N. Whithier Not. Pub. 

The family chart dated approximately May 10, 1841, in that same case also listed 
Elizabeth as a child of Nancy (Wright) Harrison and Robert Harrison and the wife of 
Joseph H. Parker and that she then resided in Georgia. | 

On January 6, 1843, J. H. Parker joined with other heirs in appointing Benjamin 
Holland to act for them in that case: 
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"Georgia ) 
Franklin Coty ) 


Know all men by these presents that we whose names are heareunto annexed 
have this day ordained & appointed and do by these presence make ordain and 
appoint Benjamin Holland of the State and County aforesaid our true and lawful 
agent or attorney to ask demand & Receive or to sue for if necessary and 
Recover such sum or sums of money as yet may appear to be due or may 
become due to us as heirs of the Estate of James Wright Decd of South Carolina 
Pickens District and the said Benjamin Holland is hereby fully authorised and 
impowered to give all such receipts or acquittances in our names as may be 
lawful or wright for us to do though we ware there present to do it our selves 
given under our hands and seals 6th January 1843 


Test J. H. Parker 

John C. Wright James W. Wright 
as guardian for Nancy Wright 

Robt Harrison Thomas Wright 

Prier Wright Rhoda Wright 

Mary Wright Francis Wright 

Thos Harrison Harriet B. Harrison 


William C. Wright 

Joseph C. Looney 
his 

William + Carnes" 
mark 


since the document was executed in Franklin County, Georgia, they were probably 
resident there at that time. 

On March 27, 1843, Benjamin Holland acknowledged receipt on behalf of Jos. H. 
Parker of the share due him of the proceeds of the sale of James Wright's land: 


“Recd Pickens C.H.S.C. 27th Match 1843 of Miles M. Norton, Commissioner in 
Equity for Pickens District S.C. Eighty dollars and Eighty five cents, in full of the 
Shares of the legatees of Obediah Wright decd also Ten dollars and ten cents 
for Jos H. Parker, Thomas Harrison, and Harriet B. Harrison in full of their 
distributive Shares of the Real Estate of James Wright decd. on the within Power 
of Attorney 


Benjamin Holland" 
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The Bill For Partition And Relief dated March 5, 1849, in the William Cleveland 
Equity Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 184, also listed Elizabeth as a 
child of Nancy (Wright) Harrison, and listed her husband as Parker, possibly "Jas. W.". 

g. Harriet B. Harrison 
Harriet B. Harrison was a daughter of Nancy (Wright) 
Harrison and Robert Harrison. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, Nancy”) 

The complaint for partition in the James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, 
south Carolina, Pack 74-A, listed Harriet B. Harrison as a child of Nancy (Wright) 
Harrison and Robert Harrison: 


",... and an only Sister Nancy who had married with Robert Harrison and died 
leaving ten children two of whom had died likewise before the said James Wright 
leaving other children. The family of Nancy Harrison consisted of... . Harriet B. 
Harrison... ." 


The affidavit of Balus Hix dated March 1, 1841, in that same case stated that all 


the heirs of Nancy (Wright) Harrison then resided outside of South Carolina: 


"Francis Wright ) 
vs ) In Equity - Bill for Partition 
Larkin Wright ) 
& others ) 


Personally appeared Baylis Hix & being duly sworn saith that he is informed and 
verily believes that John Wright and Tarlton Wright two of the Defendants in this 
case reside without the limits of this State as does also all the heirs of Obed. 
Wright Decd and all the heirs of Thomas Wright Decd with the exception of 
Harriet Harbin & William Wright and all the Heirs of Nancy Harrison Decd with 
the exception of Catherine Lowry. That David Wrights heirs when last heard 
from were also residing out of the limit of said State 


Sworn to & subscribed Balus Hix" 

March 1st 1841 Before 

J. N. Whithier Not. Pub. 

The family chart dated approximately May 10, 1841, in that same case also listed 
Harriet B. Harrison as a child of Nancy (Wright) Harrison and Robert Harrison, but did 
not list her then place of residence. 

On January 6, 1843, Harriet B. Harrison joined with other heirs in appointing 


Benjamin Holland to act for them in that case: 
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"Georgia ) 
Franklin Coty ) 


Know all men by these presents that we whose names are heareunto annexed 
have this day ordained & appointed and do by these presence make ordain and 
appoint Benjamin Holland of the State and County aforesaid our true and lawful 
agent or attorney to ask demand & Receive or to sue for if necessary and 
Recover such sum or sums of money as yet may appear to be due or may 
become due to us as heirs of the Estate of James Wright Decd of South Carolina 
Pickens District and the said Benjamin Holland is hereby fully authorised and 
impowered to give all such receipts or acquittances in our names as may be 
lawful or wright for us to do though we ware there present to do it our selves 
given under our hands and seals 6th January 1843 


Test J. H. Parker 

John C. Wright James W. Wright 
as guardian for Nancy Wright 

Robt Harrison Thomas Wright 

Prier Wright Rhoda Wright 

Mary Wright Francis Wright 

Thos Harrison Harriet B. Harrison 


William C. Wright 
Joseph C. Looney 
his 
William + Carnes 
mark" 
Since the document was executed in Franklin County, Georgia, she was probably 
resident there at that time. 
On February 22, 1843, her brother E. W. Harrison wrote a letter stating she was 
then residing with him and expected to go to her brother John's in the fall and attend 
school: 


"Fayette County 22 Feby, 1843 
Dear Sir 
This will inform you we are all enjoying good health at present, Harriet is at my 


house at this time & expects to continue with us until fall, & then will go out to 
Brother Johns she is inclined to go to school as there is a school convenient 
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On March 27, 1843, Benjamin Holland acknowledged receipt of Harriet B. 
Harrison's distributive share of the proceeds of the sale of James Wright's land: 


"Recd Pickens C.H.S.C. 27th March 1843 of Miles M. Norton, Commissioner in 
Equity for Pickens District S.C. Eighty dollars and Eighty five cents, in full of the 
Shares of the legatees of Obediah Wright decd also Ten dollars and ten cents 
for Jos H. Parker, Thomas Harrison, and Harriet B. Harrison in full of their 
distributive Shares of the Real Estate of James Wright decd. on the within Power 
of Attorney 


Benjamin Holland" 


The Bill For Partition And Relief dated March 5, 1849, 
in the William Cleveland Equity Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 184, also 
listed Harriet B. Harrison as a daughter of Nancy (Wright) Harrison: 


".... Heirs of Nancy Harrison to wit... . Harriet B. Harrison... ." 


h. John Harrison 
John Harrison was a son of Nancy (Wright) Harrison and 
Robert Harrison. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’, Nancy”) 
The complaint for partition in the James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, 
South Carolina, Pack 74-A, listed John Harrison as a child of Nancy (Wright) Harrison 


and Robert Harrison: 


',... and an only Sister Nancy who had married with Robert Harrison and died 
leaving ten children two of whom had died likewise before the said James Wright 
leaving other children. The family of Nancy Harrison consisted .... John 
Harrison... ." 


The affidavit of Balus Hix dated March 1, 1841, in that same case stated that all 
of the heirs of Nancy (Wright) Harrison then resided outside of South Carolina: 


"Francis Wright ) 
VS ) In Equity - Bill for Partition 
Larkin Wright & others ) 


Personally appeared Baylis Hix & being duly sworn saith that he is informed and 
verily believes that John Wright and Tarlton Wright two of the Defendants in this 
case reside without the limits of this State as does also all the heirs of Obed. 
Wright Decd and all the heirs of Thomas Wright Decd with the exception of 
Harriet Harbin & William Wright and all the Heirs of Nancy Harrison Decd with 
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the exception of Catherine Lowry. That David Wrights heirs when last heard 
from were also residing out of the limit of said State 


sworn to & subscribed Balus Hix" 

March 1st 1841 Before 

J. N. Whithier Not. Pub. 

The family chart dated approximately May 10, 1841, in that same case also listed 
John Harrison as a child of Nancy (Wright) Harrison and Robert Harrison and then 
resident in Georgia. 

There was no receipt listed in that case for John Harrison's distributive share of 
the proceeds of the sale of James Wright's land. Nor was there a receipt for him as an 
heir in the probate proceeding in James Wright Estate Papers, Pickens District, South 
Carolina, File 267. 

On February 22, 1843, E. W. Harrison wrote a letter referring to John Harrison as 
then living: 

"Fayette County 22 Feby, 1843 


Dear Sir 


This will inform you we are all enjoying good health at present, Harriet is at my 
house at this time & expects to continue with us until fall, & then will go out to 
Brother Johns she is inclined to go to school as there is a school convenient 


The Bill For Partition And Relief dated March 5, 1849, in the William Cleveland 
Equity Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 184, also listed him as a child of 
Mary (Wright) Harrison: 


",... Heirs of Nancy Harrison to wit... . Jno Harrison... ." 


L. Delilah (Harrison) Hislop, Her Husband Hislop, And 
Her Descendants 
Delilah (Harrison) Hislop was a daughter of Nancy (Wright) 
Harrison and Robert Harrison. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, Nancy”) 
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The complaint for partition in the James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, 
south Carolina, Pack 74-A, listed Delilah as a daughter of Nancy (Wright) and Robert 


Harrison, the wife of 


Hislop, and as having died before James Wright: 





'....and an only Sister Nancy who had married with Robert Harrison and died 
leaving ten children two of whom had died likewise before the said James Wright 
leaving other children. The family of Nancy Harrison consisted of .. . . Delilah 
Hislop formerly Harrison who having died before the said James Wright left three 
children each minor to wit Nancy C. Hislop, Eliza Erwin Hislop & Mariah G. 
Hislop... ." 


The application for letters of administration in the estate of James Wright was dated 
July 18, 1839, and, therefore, Delilah (Harrison) Hislop must have died before that date. 
Since she left minor children as of March 1, 1841, the approximate date of the 
complaint, her death had to be after March 1, 1820. 

The affidavit of Balus Hix dated March 1, 1841, in that same case stated that all 
of the heirs of Nancy (Wright) Harrison then resided outside of South Carolina: 


"Francis Wright ) 
VS ) In Equity - Bill for Partition 
Larkin Wright & others ) 


Personally appeared Baylis Hix & being duly sworn saith that he is informed and 
verily believes that John Wright and Tarlton Wright two of the Defendants in this 
case reside without the limits of this State as does also all the heirs of Obed. 
Wright Decd and all the heirs of Thomas Wright Decd with the exception of 
Harriet Harbin & William Wright and all the Heirs of Nancy Harrison Decd with 
the exception of Catherine Lowry. That David Wrights heirs when last heard 
from were also residing out of the limit of said State 


sworn to & subscribed Balus Hix 

March 1st 1841 Before 

J. N. Whithier Not. Pub." 

The family chart dated approximately May 10, 1841, in that same case also listed 
Delilah as a child of Nancy (Wright) Harrison and Robert Harrison, the wife of 
Heslep, deceased before James Wright, and her children: 


ar Nancy Wright a Sister of James married to Robt Harrison & died before 
James Wright leaving 
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her children E. W. Harrison Geo. 
Thomas Harrison Geo. 
Larkin Harrison Geo. 
John Harrison Geo. 
Lucinda married Benj. Holland Geo. 
Catherine married Jackson Lowry 
Elizabeth married Jos. H. Parker Geo. 
Harriet B. Harrison 


& Delilah married Heslep & died before James Wright 


left children Nancy C. Minor 
Elizira (Elijah?) Erwin Minor 
Mariah G. Minor" 


The arrangement of the chart makes ambiguous whether Delilah was a sister or niece 
of James Wright, but when read in conjunction with the complaint, it is clear she was a 
niece. 

There was no receipt in that case for Delilah (Harrison) Hislop's children's 
distributive share of the proceeds of the sale of James Wright's land. Nor was there a 
receipt in the probate proceeding in the James Wright Estate Papers, Pickens District, 
South Carolina, File 267. And finally, Delilah and her children were not listed in the Bill 
For Partition And Relief dated March 5, 1849, in the William Cleveland Equity Papers, 
Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 184, as a child of Nancy (Wright) Harrison. 

i. Nancy C. Hislop 
Nancy C. Hislop was a daughter of Delilah (Harrison) 
Hislop. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’, Nancy’, Delilah‘) 

The complaint for partition in the James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, 
south Carolina, Pack 74-A, listed Nancy C. Hislop as a daughter of Delilah (Harrison) 
Hislop: 


Hislop and 





",... and an only Sister Nancy who had married with Robert Harrison and died 
leaving ten children two of whom had died likewise before the said James Wright 
leaving other children. The family of Nancy Harrison consisted of. . . . Delilah 
Hislop formerly Harrison who having died before the said James Wright left three 
children each minor to wit Nancy C. Hislop, Eliza Erwin Hislop & Mariah G. 
Hislop... ." 
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As set forth above, the death of Delilah (Harrison) Hislop was before July 18, 1839. 
The complaint was dated approximately March 1, 1841, and stated that the children of 
Delilah (Harrison) Hislop were then minors, indicating that they had been born after 
March 1, 1820. The result is that Nancy C. Hislop was probably born between March 1, 
1820 and before July 18, 1839. 

The affidavit of Balus Hix dated March 1, 1841, in that same case stated that all 
of the heirs of Nancy (Wright) Harrison then resided outside of South Carolina: 


"Francis Wright ) 
VS ) In Equity - Bill for Partition 
Larkin Wright & others ) 


Personally appeared Baylis Hix & being duly sworn saith that he is informed and 
verily believes that John Wright and Tarlton Wright two of the Defendants in this 
case reside without the limits of this State as does also all the heirs of Obed. 
Wright Decd and all the heirs of Thomas Wright Decd with the exception of 
Harriet Harbin & William Wright and all the Heirs of Nancy Harrison Decd with 
the exception of Catherine Lowry. That David Wrights heirs when last heard 
from were also residing out of the limit of said State 


Sworn to & subscribed Balus Hix 
March 1st 1841 Before 
J. N. Whithier Not. Pub." 


The family chart dated approximately May 10, 1841, in the James Wright Equity 
Papers listed Nancy C. Hislop as a child of Delilah (Harrison) Hislop: 


a it Nancy Wright a Sister of James married to Robt Harrison & died before 
James Wright leaving 


her children E. W. Harrison Geo. 
Thomas Harrison Geo. 
Larkin Harrison Geo. 
John Harrison Geo. 
Lucinda married Benj. Holland Geo. 
Catherine married Jackson Lowry 
Elizabeth married Jos. H. Parker Geo. 
Harriet B. Harrison 


& Delilah married Heslep & died before James Wright 
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left children Nancy C. ~ Minor 
Elizira (Elijah?) Erwin Minor 
Mariah G. Minor" 
il. Elijah Erwin Hislop 
Elijah Erwin Hislop was a son of Delilah (Harrison) 
Hislop. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, Nancy’, Delilah’) 
The complaint for partition in the James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, 


Hislop and 





South Carolina, Pack 74-A, listed Elijah Erwin Hislop as a son of Delilah (Harrison) 
Hislop: 


",... and an only Sister Nancy who had married with Robert Harrison and died 
leaving ten children two of whom had died likewise before the said James Wright 
leaving other children. The family of Nancy Harrison consisted of... . Delilah 
Hislop formerly Harrison who having died before the said James Wright left three 
children each minor to wit Nancy C. Hislop, Eliza Erwin Hislop & Mariah G. 
Hislop... ." 


As set forth above, the death of Delilah (Harrison) Hislop was before July 18, 1839. 
The complaint was dated approximately March 1, 1841, and stated that the children of 
Delilah (Harrison) Hislop were then minors, indicating that they had been born after 
March 1, 1820. The result is that Elijah Erwin Hislop was probably born between 
March 1, 1820 and before July 18, 1839. 

The affidavit of Balus Hix dated March 1, 1841, in that same case stated that all 
of the heirs of Nancy (Wright) Harrison then resided outside of South Carolina: 


"Francis Wright ) 
vs ) In Equity - Bill for Partition 
Larkin Wright & others ) 


Personally appeared Baylis Hix & being duly sworn saith that he is informed and 
verily believes that John Wright and Tarlton Wright two of the Defendants in this 
case reside without the limits of this State as does also all the heirs of Obed. 
Wright Decd and all the heirs of Thomas Wright Decd with the exception of 
Harriet Harbin & William Wright and all the Heirs of Nancy Harrison Decd with 
the exception of Catherine Lowry. That David Wrights heirs when last heard 
from were also residing out of the limit of said State | 


Swotn to & subscribed Balus Hix 


March 1st 1841 Before 
J. N. Whithier Not. Pub." 
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The family chart dated approximately May 10, 1841, in the James Wright Equity 
Papers listed Elijah Erwin Hislop as a child of Delilah (Harrison) Hislop: 


a Nancy Wright a Sister of James married to Robt Harrison & died before 
James Wright leaving 


her children E. W. Harrison Geo. 
Thomas Harrison Geo. 
Larkin Harrison Geo. 
John Harrison Geo. 
Lucinda married Benj. Holland Geo. 
Catherine married Jackson Lowry 
Elizabeth married Jos. H. Parker Geo. 
Harriet B. Harrison 


& Delilah married Heslep & died before James Wright 


left children Nancy C. | Minor 
Elizira (Elijah?) Erwin Minor 
Mariah G. Minor" 


lil. Mariah G. Hislop 
Mariah G. Hislop was a daughter of Delilah (Harrison) 
Hislop and Hislop. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, Nancy’, Delilah*) 
The complaint for partition in the James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, 
South Carolina, Pack 74-A, listed Mariah G. Hislop as a daughter of Delilah (Harrison) 
Hislop: 
",... and an only Sister Nancy who had married with Robert Harrison and died 
leaving ten children two of whom had died likewise before the said James Wright 
leaving other children. The family of Nancy Harrison consisted of... . Delilah 
Hislop formerly Harrison who having died before the said James Wright left three 
children each minor to wit Nancy C. Hislop, Eliza Erwin Hislop & Mariah G. 
Hislop... ." 
As set forth above, the death of Delilah (Harrison) Hislop was before July 18, 1839. 
The complaint was dated approximately March 1, 1841, and stated that the children of 
Delilah (Harrison) Hislop were then minors, indicating that they had been born after 
March 1, 1820. The result is that Mariah G. Hislop was probably born between 


March 1, 1820 and before July 18, 1839. 
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The affidavit of Balus Hix dated March 1, 1841, in that same case stated that all 
of the heirs of Nancy (Wright) Harrison then resided outside of South Carolina: 


"Francis Wright ) 
vs ) In Equity - Bill for Partition 
Larkin Wright & others ) 


Personally appeared Baylis Hix & being duly sworn saith that he is informed and 
verily believes that John Wright and Tarlton Wright two of the Defendants in this 
case reside without the limits of this State as does also all the heirs of Obed. 
Wright Decd and all the heirs of Thomas Wright Decd with the exception of 
Harriet Harbin & William Wright and all the Heirs of Nancy Harrison Decd with 
the exception of Catherine Lowry. That David Wrights heirs when last heard 
from were also residing out of the limit of said State 


swotn to & subscribed Balus Hix 

March 1st 1841 Before 

J. N. Whithier Not. Pub." 

The family chart dated approximately May 10, 1841, in the James Wright Equity 
Papers listed Mariah G. Hislop as a child of Delilah (Harrison) Hislop: 


",... and an only Sister Nancy who had married with Robert Harrison and died 
leaving ten children two of whom had died likewise before the said James Wright 
leaving other children. The family of Nancy Harrison consisted of... . Delilah 
Hislop formerly Harrison who having died before the said James Wright left three 
children each minor to wit Nancy C. Hislop, Eliza Erwin Hislop & Mariah G. 
Hislop... ." 
j. Patsy (Harrison) O'Kees, Her Husband James O'Kees, And 
Her Descendants 
Patsy (Harrison) O'Kees was a daughter of Nancy (Wright) 
Harrison and Robert Harrison. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, Nancy’) 
The complaint for partition in the James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, 
south Carolina, Pack 74-A, listed Patsy as a child of Nancy (Wright) Harrison and 


Robert Harrison, the wife of O'Kees, and as having died before James Wright: 





',... and an only Sister Nancy who had married with Robert Harrison and died 
leaving ten children two of whom had died likewise before the said James Wright 
leaving other children. The family of Nancy Harrison consisted of... . Patsy 
O'Kees formerly Harrison who likewise departed this life before the said James 
Wright leaving six minor children Harriet, Elijah W, Thomas, John, Mary E, and 
James S. O'Kees...." 
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The application for letters of administration in the estate of James Wright was dated 
July 18, 1839, and, therefore, Patsy (Harrison) O'Kees must have died before that date. 
Since she left minor children as of March 1, 1841, the approximate date of the 
complaint, her death had to be after March 1, 1820. 

The affidavit of Baylus Hix dated March 1, 1841, in that same case stated that all 
of the heirs of Nancy (Wright) Harrison then resided outside of South Carolina: 


"Francis Wright ) 
vs ) In Equity - Bill for Partition 
Larkin Wright & others ) 


Personally appeared Baylis Hix & being duly sworn saith that he is informed and 
verily believes that John Wright and Tariton Wright two of the Defendants in this 
case reside without the limits of this State as does also all the heirs of Obed. 
Wright Decd and all the heirs of Thomas Wright Decd with the exception of 
Harriet Harbin & William Wright and all the Heirs of Nancy Harrison Decd with 
the exception of Catherine Lowry. That David Wrights heirs when last heard 
from were also residing out of the limit of said State 


Sworn to & subscribed Balus Hix" 
March 1st 1841 Before 
J. N. Whithier Not. Pub. 


The family chart dated approximately May 10, 1841, in that same case also listed 
Patsy (Harrison) O'Kees as a daughter of Nancy (Wright) Harrison and Robert Harrison, 
the wife of James O'Kees, and deceased before James Wright, and also lists her 
children: 

"7. Nancy Wright a Sister of James married to Robt Harrison & died before 


James Wright leaving 


her children E. W. Harrison Geo. 
Thomas Harrison Geo. 
Larkin Harrison Geo. 
John Harrison Geo. 
Lucinda married Benj. Holland Geo. 
Catherine married Jackson Lowry 
Elizabeth married Jos. H. Parker Geo. 
Harriet B. Harrison 


& Delilah married Heslep & died before James Wright 
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left children Nancy C. Minor 
Elizira (Elijan?) Erwin Minor 
Mariah G. Minor 


& Patsy married Jas. O'Kees & died before James 


left children Harriet Minor 
Elijah H. Minor 
Thomas Minor 
John Minor 
Mary E. Minor 
James S. Minor" 


The arrangement of the chart makes ambiguous whether Patsy was a sister or niece of 
James Wright, but when read in conjunction with the complaint, it is clear she was a 
niece. 

There was no receipt in that case for Patsy (Harrison) O'Kees' children's 
distributive share of the proceeds of the sale of James Wright's land. Nor was there a 
receipt in the probate proceeding in the James Wright Estate Papers, Pickens District, 
South Carolina, File 267. And finally, Patsy (Harrison) O'Kees and her children were 
not listed in the Bill For Partition And Relief dated March 5, 1849, in the William 
Cleveland Equity Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 184, as a child of 
Nancy (Wright) Harrison. 

I. Harriet O'Kees 
Harriet O'Kees was a daughter of Patsy (Harrison) 
O'Kees and James O'Kees. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, Nancy’, Patsy“) 

The complaint for partition in the James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, 
south Carolina, Pack 74-A, listed Harriet O'Kees as a daughter of Patsy (Harrison) 
O'Kees: 


",... and an only Sister Nancy who had married with Robert Harrison and died 
leaving ten children two of whom had died likewise before the said James Wright 
leaving other children. The family of Nancy Harrison consisted of... . Patsy 
O'Kees formerly Harrison who likewise departed this life before the said James 
Wright leaving six minor children Harriet, Elijah W, Thomas, John, Mary E, and 
James S. O'Kees... ." 
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As set forth above, the death of Patsy (Harrison) O'Kees was before July 18, 1839. 
The complaint was dated approximately March 1, 1841, and stated that the children of 
Patsy (Harrison) O'Kees were then minors, indicating that they had been born after 
March 1, 1820. The result is that Harriet O'Kees was probably born between March 1, 
1820 and before July 18, 1839. 

The affidavit of Balus Hix dated March 1, 1841, in that same case stated that all 
of the heirs of Nancy (Wright) Harrison then resided outside of South Carolina: 


"Francis Wright ) 
vs | ) In Equity - Bill for Partition 
Larkin Wright & others ) 


Personally appeared Baylis Hix & being duly sworn saith that he is informed and 
verily believes that John Wright and Tarlton Wright two of the Defendants in this 
case reside without the limits of this State as does also all the heirs of Obed. 
Wright Decd and all the heirs of Thomas Wright Decd with the exception of 
Harriet Harbin & William Wright and all the Heirs of Nancy Harrison Decd with 
the exception of Catherine Lowry. That David Wrights heirs when last heard 
from were also residing out of the limit of said State 


Swotn to & subscribed Balus Hix 
March 1st 1841 Before 
J. N. Whithier Not. Pub." 


The family chart dated approximately May 10, 1841, in the James Wright Equity 
Papers listed Harriet O'Kees as a child of Patsy (Harrison) O'Kees and James O'Kees: 


"7. Nancy Wright a Sister of James married to Robt Harrison & died before 
James Wright leaving 


her children E.W. Harrison Geo. 
Thomas Harrison Geo. 
Larkin Harrison Geo. 
John Harrison Geo. 
Lucinda married Benj. Holland Geo. 
Catherine married Jackson Lowry 
Elizabeth married Jos. H. Parker Geo. 
Harriet B. Harrison 


& Delilah married Heslep & died before James Wright 
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left children Nancy C. Minor 
Elizira (Elijah?) Erwin Minor 
Mariah G. ~ Minor 


& Patsy married Jas. O'Kees & died before James 


left children Harriet Minor 
Elijah H. Minor 
Thomas Minor 
John Minor 
Mary E. Minor 
James S. Minor" 


The arrangement of the chart makes ambiguous whether Patsy was a sister or niece of 
James Wright, but when read in conjunction with the complaint, it is clear she was a 
niece. 

There was no receipt in that case for Patsy (Harrison) O'Kees' children's 
distributive share of the proceeds of the sale of James Wright's land. Nor was there a 
receipt in the probate proceeding in the James Wright Estate Papers, Pickens District, 
south Carolina, File 267. And finally, Patsy (Harrison) O'Kees and her children were 
not listed in the Bill For Partition And Relief dated March 5, 1849, in the William 
Cleveland Equity Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 184, as a child of 
Nancy (Wright) Harrison. 

il. Elijah H. O'Kees 
Elijah H. O'Kees was a son of Patsy (Harrison) 
O'Kees and James O'Kees. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah*, Nancy’, Patsy*) 

The complaint for partition in the James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, 

south Carolina, Pack 74-A, listed Elijah H. O'Kees as a son of Patsy (Harrison) O'Kees: 


",... and an only Sister Nancy who had married with Robert Harrison and died 
leaving ten children two of whom had died likewise before the said James Wright 
leaving other children. The family of Nancy Harrison consisted of... . Patsy 
O'Kees formerly Harrison who likewise departed this life before the said James 
Wright leaving six minor children Harriet, Elijah W, Thomas, John, Mary E, and 
James S. O'Kees... ." 


As set forth above, the death of Patsy (Harrison) O'Kees was before July 18, 1839. 
The complaint was dated approximately March 1, 1841, and stated that the children of 
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Patsy (Harrison) O'Kees were then minors, indicating that they had been born after 
March 1, 1820. The result is that Elijah H. O'Kees was probably born between March 1, 
1820 and before July 18, 1839. 

The affidavit of Balus Hix dated March 1, 1841, in that same case stated that all 
of the heirs of Nancy (Wright) Harrison then resided outside of South Carolina: 


"Francis Wright ) 
vs ) In Equity - Bill for Partition 
Larkin Wright & others ) 


Personally appeared Baylis Hix & being duly sworn saith that he is informed and 
verily believes that John Wright and Tarlton Wright two of the Defendants in this 
case reside without the limits of this State as does also all the heirs of Obed. 
Wright Decd and all the heirs of Thomas Wright Decd with the exception of 
Harriet Harbin & William Wright and all the Heirs of Nancy Harrison Decd with 
the exception of Catherine Lowry. That David Wrights heirs when last heard 
from were also residing out of the limit of said State 


Swotn to & subscribed Balus Hix 
March 1st 1841 Before 
J. N. Whithier Not. Pub." 


The family chart dated approximately May 10, 1841, in the James Wright Equity 
Papers listed Elijah H. O'Kees as a child of Patsy (Harrison) O'Kees and James 
O'Kees: 


"7. | Nancy Wright a Sister of James married to Robt Harrison & died befor 
James Wright leaving | 


her children E. W. Harrison Geo. 
Thomas Harrison Geo. 
Larkin Harrison Geo. 
John Harrison Geo. 
Lucinda married Benj. Holland Geo. 
Catherine married Jackson Lowry 
Elizabeth married Jos. H. Parker Geo. 
Harriet B. Harrison 


& Delilah married Heslep & died before James Wright 


left children Nancy C. Minor 
Elizira (Elijah?) Erwin Minor 
Mariah G. Minor 
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& Patsy married Jas. O'Kees & died before James 


left children Harriet Minor 
Elijah H. Minor 
Thomas Minor 
John Minor 
Mary E. Minor 
James S. Minor" 


The arrangement of the chart makes ambiguous whether Patsy was a sister or niece of 
James Wright, but when read in conjunction with the complaint, it is clear she was a 
niece. 

There was no receipt in that case for Patsy (Harrison) O'Kees' children's 
distributive share of the proceeds of the sale of James Wright's land. Nor was there a 
receipt in the probate proceeding in the James Wright Estate Papers, Pickens District, 
South Carolina, File 267. And finally, Patsy (Harrison) O'Kees and her children were 
not listed in the Bill For Partition And Relief dated March 5, 1849, in the William 
Cleveland Equity Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 184, as a child of 
Nancy (Wright) Harrison. 

lil. Thomas O'Kees 
Thomas O'Kees was a son of Patsy (Harrison) 
O'Kees and James O'Kees. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, Nancy”, Patsy‘) 

The complaint for partition in the James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, 

south Carolina, Pack 74-A, listed Thomas O'Kees as a son of Patsy (Harrison) O'Kees: 


",... and an only Sister Nancy who had married with Robert Harrison and died 
leaving ten children two of whom had died likewise before the said James Wright 
leaving other children. The family of Nancy Harrison consisted of... . Patsy 
O'Kees formerly Harrison who likewise departed this life before the said James 
Wright leaving six minor children Harriet, Elijah W, Thomas, John, Mary E, and 
James S. O'Kees... ." 

As set forth above, the death of Patsy (Harrison) O'Kees was before July 18, 1839. 

The complaint was dated approximately March 1, 1841, and stated that the children of 

Patsy (Harrison) O'Kees were then minors, indicating that they had been born after 

March 1, 1820. The result is that Thomas O'Kees was probably born between March 1, 


1820 and before July 18, 1839. 
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The affidavit of Balus Hix dated March 1, 1841, in that same case stated that all 
of the heirs of Nancy (Wright) Harrison then resided outside of South Carolina: 


"Francis Wright ) 
vs ) In Equity - Bill for Partition 
Larkin Wright & others ) 


Personally appeared Baylis Hix & being duly sworn saith that he is informed and 
verily believes that John Wright and Tarlton Wright two of the Defendants in this 
case reside without the limits of this State as does also all the heirs of Obed. 
Wright Decd and all the heirs of Thomas Wright Decd with the exception of 
Harriet Harbin & William Wright and all the Heirs of Nancy Harrison Decd with 
the exception of Catherine Lowry. That David Wrights heirs when last heard 
from were also residing out of the limit of said State 


Swotn to & subscribed Balus Hix 
March 1st 1841 Before 
J. N. Whithier Not. Pub." 


The family chart dated approximately May 10, 1841, in the James Wright Equity 
Papers listed Thomas O'Kees as a child of Patsy (Harrison) O'Kees and James O'Kees: 


"7. Nancy Wright a Sister of James married to Robt Harrison & died before 
James Wright leaving | 


her children E. W. Harrison Geo. 
Thomas Harrison Geo. 
Larkin Harrison Geo. 
John Harrison Geo. 
Lucinda married Benj. Holland Geo. 
Catherine married Jackson Lowry 
Elizabeth married Jos. H. Parker Geo. 
Harriet B. Harrison 


& Delilah married Heslep & died before James Wright 


left children Nancy C. Minor 
Elizira (Elijah?) Erwin Minor 
Mariah G. Minor 


& Patsy married Jas. O'Kees & died before James 
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left children Harriet Minor 


Elijah H. Minor 
Thomas Minor 
John Minor 
Mary E. Minor 
James S. Minor" 


The arrangement of the chart makes ambiguous whether Patsy was a sister or niece of 
James Wright, but when read in conjunction with the complaint, it is clear she was a 
niece. 

There was no receipt in that case for Patsy (Harrison) O'Kees' children's 
distributive share of the proceeds of the sale of James Wright's land. Nor was there a 
receipt in the probate proceeding in the James Wright Estate Papers, Pickens District, 
south Carolina, File 267. And finally, Patsy (Harrison) O'Kees and her children were 
not listed in the Bill For Partition And Relief dated March 5, 1849, in the William 
Cleveland Equity Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 184, as a child of 
Nancy (Wright) Harrison. 

IV. John O'Kees 
John O'Kees was a son of Patsy (Harrison) O'Kees 
and James O'Kees. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah’, Nancy’, Patsy’) 

The complaint for partition in the James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, 
south Carolina, Pack 74-A, listed John O'Kees as a son of Patsy (Harrison) O'Kees: 


",... and an only Sister Nancy who had married with Robert Harrison and died 
leaving ten children two of whom had died likewise before the said James Wright 
leaving other children. The family of Nancy Harrison consisted of... . Patsy 
O'Kees formerly Harrison who likewise departed this life before the said James 
Wright leaving six minor children Harriet, Elijah W, Thomas, John, Mary E, and 
James S. O'Kees... ." 

As set forth above, the death of Patsy (Harrison) O'Kees was before July 18, 1839. 

The complaint was dated approximately March 1, 1841, and stated that the children of 

Patsy (Harrison) O'Kees were then minors, indicating that they had been born after 

March 1, 1820. The result is that John O'Kees was probably born between March 1, 


1820 and before July 18, 1839. 
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The affidavit of Balus Hix dated March 1, 1841, in that same case stated that all 
of the heirs of Nancy (Wright) Harrison then resided outside of South Carolina: 


"Francis Wright ) 
VS ) In Equity - Bill for Partition 
Larkin Wright & others ) 


Personally appeared Baylis Hix & being duly sworn saith that he is informed and 
verily believes that John Wright and Tarlton Wright two of the Defendants in this 
case reside without the limits of this State as does also all the heirs of Obed. 
Wright Decd and all the heirs of Thomas Wright Decd with the exception of 
Harriet Harbin & William Wright and all the Heirs of Nancy Harrison Decd with 
the exception of Catherine Lowry. That David Wrights heirs when last heard 
from were also residing out of the limit of said State 


Swotn to & subscribed Balus Hix 
March 1st 1841 Before 
J. N. Whithier Not. Pub." 


The family chart dated approximately May 10, 1841, in the James Wright Equity 
Papers listed John O'Kees as a child of Patsy (Harrison) O'Kees and James O'Kees: 


"7. Nancy Wright a Sister of James married to Robt Harrison & died before 
James Wright leaving 


her children E. W. Harrison Geo. 
Thomas Harrison Geo. 
Larkin Harrison Geo. 
John Harrison Geo. 
Lucinda married Benj. Holland Geo. 
Catherine married Jackson Lowry 
Elizabeth married Jos. H. Parker Geo. 
Harriet B. Harrison 


& Delilah married Heslep & died before James Wright 


left children Nancy C. Minor 
Elizira (Elijah?) Erwin Minor 
Mariah G. Minor 


& Patsy married Jas. O'Kees & died before James 
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left children Harriet Minor 


Elijah H. Minor 
Thomas Minor 
John Minor 
Mary E. Minor 
James S. Minor" 


The arrangement of the chart makes ambiguous whether Patsy was a sister or niece of 
James Wright, but when read in conjunction with the complaint, it is clear she was a 
niece. 

There was no receipt in that case for Patsy (Harrison) O'Kees' children's 
distributive share of the proceeds of the sale of James Wright's land. Nor was there a 
receipt in the probate proceeding in the James Wright Estate Papers, Pickens District, 
South Carolina, File 267. And finally, Patsy (Harrison) O'Kees and her children were 
not listed in the Bill For Partition And Relief dated March 5, 1849, in the William 
Cleveland Equity Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 184, as a child of 
Nancy (Wright) Harrison. 

V. Mary E. O'Kees 
Mary E. O'Kees was a daughter of Patsy (Harrison) 
O'Kees and James O'Kees. (1779 John’, 1801 Obediah?, Nancy’, Patsy*) 

The complaint for partition in the James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, 
south Carolina, Pack 74-A, listed Mary E. O'Kees as a daughter of Patsy (Harrison) 
O'Kees: 


',... and an only Sister Nancy who had married with Robert Harrison and died 
leaving ten children two of whom had died likewise before the said James Wright 
leaving other children. The family of Nancy Harrison consisted of... . Patsy 
O'Kees formerly Harrison who likewise departed this life before the said James 
Wright leaving six minor children Harriet, Elijah W, Thomas, John, Mary E, and 
James S. O'Kees...." 

As set forth above, the death of Patsy (Harrison) O'Kees was before July 18, 1839. 

The complaint was dated approximately March 1, 1841, and stated that the children of 

Patsy (Harrison) O'Kees were then minors, indicating that they had been born after 

March 1, 1820. The result is that Mary E. O'Kees was probably born between March 1, 


1820 and before July 18, 1839. 
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The affidavit of Balus Hix dated March 1, 1841, in that same case stated that all 
of the heirs of Nancy (Wright) Harrison then resided outside of South Carolina: 


"Francis Wright ) 
VS ) In Equity - Bill for Partition 
Larkin Wright & others ) 


Personally appeared Baylis Hix & being duly sworn saith that he is informed and 
verily believes that John Wright and Tarlton Wright two of the Defendants in this 
case reside without the limits of this State as does also all the heirs of Obed. 
Wright Decd and all the heirs of Thomas Wright Decd with the exception of 
Harriet Harbin & William Wright and all the Heirs of Nancy Harrison Decd with 
the exception of Catherine Lowry. That David Wrights heirs when last heard 
from were also residing out of the limit of said State 


Swotn to & subscribed Balus Hix 
March 1st 1841 Before 
J. N. Whithier Not. Pub." 


The family chart dated approximately May 10, 1841, in the James Wright Equity 
Papers listed Mary E. O'Kees as a child of Patsy (Harrison) O'Kees and James O'Kees: 


"7. Nancy Wright a Sister of James married to Robt Harrison & died before 
James Wright leaving 


her children E. W. Harrison Geo. 
Thomas Harrison Geo. 
Larkin Harrison Geo. 
John Harrison Geo. 
Lucinda married Benj. Holland Geo. 
Catherine married Jackson Lowry 
Elizabeth married Jos. H. Parker Geo. 
Harriet B. Harrison 


& Delilah married Heslep & died before James Wright 


left children Nancy C. Minor 
Elizira (Elijah?) Erwin Minor 
Mariah G. Minor 


& Patsy married Jas. O'Kees & died before James 


0099F (070406) 1094. 


left children Harriet Minor 


Elijah H. Minor 
Thomas Minor 
John Minor 
Mary E. Minor 
James S. Minor" 


The arrangement of the chart makes ambiguous whether Patsy was a sister or niece of 
James Wright, but when read in conjunction with the complaint, it is clear she was a 
niece. 

There was no receipt in that case for Patsy (Harrison) O'Kees' children's 
distributive share of the proceeds of the sale of James Wright's land. Nor was there a 
receipt in the probate proceeding in the James Wright Estate Papers, Pickens District, 
South Carolina, File 267. And finally, Patsy (Harrison) O'Kees and her children were 
not listed in the Bill For Partition And Relief dated March 5, 1849, in the William 
Cleveland Equity Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 184, as a child of 
Nancy (Wright) Harrison. 

vi. James S. O'Kees 
James S. O'Kees was a son of Patsy (Harrison) 
O'Kees and James O'Kees. (1779 John', 1801 Obediah’, Nancy’, Patsy*) 

The complaint for partition in the James Wright Equity Papers, Pickens District, 
South Carolina, Pack 74-A, listed James S. O'Kees as a son of Patsy (Harrison) 
O'Kees: 


",... and an only Sister Nancy who had married with Robert Harrison and died 
leaving ten children two of whom had died likewise before the said James Wright 
leaving other children. The family of Nancy Harrison consisted of .... Patsy 
O'Kees formerly Harrison who likewise departed this life before the said James 
Wright leaving six minor children Harriet, Elijah W, Thomas, John, Mary E, and 
James S. O'Kees...." 

As set forth above, the death of Patsy (Harrison) O'Kees was before July 18, 1839. 

The complaint was dated approximately March 1, 1841, and stated that the children of 

Patsy (Harrison) O'Kees were then minors, indicating that they had been born after 

March 1, 1820. The result is that James S. O'Kees was probably born between 


March 1, 1820 and before July 18, 1839. 
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The affidavit of Balus Hix dated March 1, 1841, in that same case stated that all 
of the heirs of Nancy (Wright) Harrison then resided outside of South Carolina: 
"Francis Wright ) 


VS | ) In Equity - Bill for Partition 
Larkin Wright ) 
& others ) 


Personally appeared Baylis Hix & being duly sworn saith that he is informed and 
verily believes that John Wright and Tarlton Wright two of the Defendants in this 
case reside without the limits of this State as does also all the heirs of Obed. 
Wright Decd and all the heirs of Thomas Wright Decd with the exception of 
Harriet Harbin & William Wright and all the Heirs of Nancy Harrison Decd with 
the exception of Catherine Lowry. That David Wrights heirs when last heard 
from were also residing out of the limit of said State 


Swotn to & subscribed Balus Hix 
March 1st 1841 Before 
J. N. Whithier Not. Pub." 


The family chart dated approximately May 10, 1841, in the James Wright Equity 
Papers listed James S. O'Kees as a child of Patsy (Harrison) O'Kees and James 
O'Kees: 


"7. Nancy Wright a Sister of James married to Robt Harrison & died before 
James Wright leaving 


her children E. W. Harrison Geo. 
Thomas Harrison Geo. 
Larkin Harrison Geo. 
John Harrison Geo. 
Lucinda married Benj. Holland Geo. 
Catherine married Jackson Lowry 
Elizabeth married Jos. H. Parker Geo. 
Harriet B. Harrison 


& Delilah married Heslep & died before James Wright 


left children Nancy C. Minor 
Elizira (Elijah?) Erwin _ Minor 
Mariah G. Minor 


& Patsy married Jas. O'Kees & died before James 
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left children Harriet Minor 


Elijah H. Minor 
Thomas Minor 
John Minor 
Mary E. Minor 
James S. Minor" 


The arrangement of the chart makes ambiguous whether Patsy was a sister or niece of 
James Wright, but when read in conjunction with the complaint, it is clear she was a 
niece. 

There was no receipt in that case for Patsy (Harrison) O'Kees' children's 
distributive share of the proceeds of the sale of James Wright's land. Nor was there a 
receipt in the probate proceeding in the James Wright Estate Papers, Pickens District, 
South Carolina, File 267. And finally, Patsy (Harrison) O'Kees and her children were 
not listed in the Bill For Partition And Relief dated March 5, 1849, in the William 
Cleveland Equity Papers, Pickens District, South Carolina, Pack 184, as a child of 
Nancy (Wright) Harrison. 
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